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Mennonite Archives of Ontario
o Extracts from eply to Russian delasgation to Ottawa regarding Civil

Service Reglistry and Military Service, Jan, 8, 1917,
ttawa, Jan 8, 1917,

Dear Sirs, S WS
Referring to your interview whts morning with the Honocurable

Robert Rogers, and Colonel Clark, Under Sectetary of Statc for Internal

Affairs, representing the Federal Govecnment and myself. I now confirm 1in
writing the statements that were verbally made to you.
i

1. "re terrs of the Order-in-Council under which Mennonlites settled
Pn Canada, guarantee thelr freedom from Milltary.Serviee. Canada wlll G 31
ect to tre htmost 1ts obligautions under ghat Order-in-Council

2.\Sign Natlonal Service Cards, Write Merrnonliite across face of Card./

g, Engage in increcased produc:iun./ .

4, In event of any renber of the Mennonlie comrmunion having Joined an
overseas battallon under misapvrerension o ovterwise, and desiring to be
released, If re will! make an avvlication to the colonel of his battalion
statting that he 13 a Mennenite, and desfirésg to be dlscturged, i medlate
actlon will be taken to that end, The anvnlication nust be made In writingu
and sligned by himself. Avvlicstior or Fis vehalf by another verscn will
not beusufficlent. \ Rothing to prokibit enlistment voluntarily,/

Yours respectfully,
Signed, R.B.Bennet,
Director Beamdorx<leneral of National Service.

Extracts of Lord Duiterin's Sneecr of d#elcome to the Filrst Mennonig
Settlers in Manoteba, August 21, 1877,
Feliow-@itizens of the Dominion and Fellow-Subjects of her Majes@y,fI
have corie here today in tre nane of the Queen of England to bld vou wel-
cole to Canadlan soll, With this welcome 14 is needless thut T shouwld coup
le the best wished of the Impeglal Government in Ehgland or of she Doninim
Gove rmment at Ottawa, foryou are well aware that both have reg rded vour
coming here with ummitigated satlsfaction. You have left your own land ino
bedlence to a conscientious 3cruple, me~ will yvyou have been thre first %o
¢ross the Atlantlc under the vressure 6f a simllar exigeney. In deing wmo
you rust have made great sacrifices, broken with many tender assoclations,
and oveethrown the settled nurpoeses of your fomer beacefully ordered 11vuq
but the very fact of your having nanfully faced the uncertaintifes and
rlsks of so distant an emigration pather than surrender your religious
convictions in regard to the unlawfulness of warfare, proves vou to pg
weli worthy of our respect, confidence and esteem. Youe have come 40 a
land where you will find the people with whom you are to assoclate enguged
indeed In a great struggle and contending wiith foes whom it requlires thelr
best energles to encounter, but those foes dre no: your fellowrern, nor will
7ol be called upon in the struggle to staln your hands with hunan bleood- a
~ wask which 13 so abhoreent to your religlous feelings,—--.-_ Conquest of
land-—-ea-_ Friendly co-operation 6f U,§.-—w—-___ If, then, you have ¢
come hither to seek for veacg—- Deace we can promise vou, Bui 1% 13 not mer
merely to the material blessings 4ka of our land that I bld veu welcome.—~—-
---There i3 no right or function whichr Wwe exercise as free cltizens in
which we do not desire that you shoulid participate, and with shis civil fm
Frecdon we equally and gladly offer you absolute religious libersty, —-_._
- n n 3 C ne: \ 1 O3 P e g at 1 1 R
Find protestios, pease: wivil S8he3e,f318s oy wave avove e, vei g

‘s

and equal laws, Menrnonite Reserve, Man toba,
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W P m,MennénitéArchi/ve%? of Ontario
2 Re, Military Service Act.
Character of Exemptions Granted to Mennonites and Tunkers
who requested complete exemption on account of

their non-resistant falilth,

I. Local Tribunal's granted "Exemption from Combatant service on account of
religious bellef,"
1, Application to District Tribunadls for complete exemption was treated
as follows,-
a, Disallowed or Dismissed.
b. Aliowed on the farm and exempt from cambatant service as
Mennonites.
¢c. Allowed as f#rmer and from @nmbatant service.
d, Allowed as frmer,
e. No report.
2. Application to Districr Registrar for @appeal to Central Judge,
a, Majority refused.
b. A few made second application and allowed.
3. Appeals to Central Judge for complete exemption ,-
a. Record of thrce, only,- Total exemption refused.
b. majority have recelved no report.

II. Local Tribunals granted "Exemption as farmers, or While remaining on
the fam."
1. Exemptions specified,-
a, As a farmer , or on the fam.,
b. As a farmer and from ombatant service.
¢. As afarmer, also on account of religious bellef.
d. Until he ceases to be a famer,
e. Until date mentioned, if remaining on the famm.
f. As a farmer, not called upon for duty as a soldier.
2. Appeds to the District Tribunals for complete EBxempton were treated
as follows,-
a, No decision.
b. Dismissed,
¢. Changed to Exemption from combatant service.
d, Allowdd exemption from combatant service, and while engaged
as a farmer,
3. A few requests to District Reglstrar to appeal to Central Judge,
Refused.

III. Local Tribunals spcified exemptions asgég§§§£%d," or "Allowed."
1. Appeals from these decisions to the ribunads for total
gxempton, were treated as follows,-
a. Exempted while engaged in farming,
b, Disallowed.,
¢. Exempted while in present occupaton,
d. Allowed from combatant service on account of religious biklef,

IV, Local Tribunsl's granted #Exemption because of religous belief."- Be3d®
Belief not stated; niether the service fmm whid exempted.

1. Appeals to District Tribunals for total exemption answered,-
a. Exemption from ombatant service on account of religous beéllief,
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Ve Local Tribunal refused exemption,
1. AvpedEs to the District Tribunal from these decisions amd for
total exempton, were treated as follows,-
a, Exemption allowed,
b. Exemption allowed as a farmer and from ombatant service on
account of religious belief,
C. Allowed on farm,
d, Allowed until 6lass II is called by proclamation, if remaining
on the famm,

VI. Local Tribunas gave limited exempion, "Until Catagory E 18 called,

VII. Local Tribunas specified exempti ons as "Allowed, Number 8" or
*Class 8.,"

VIII. Local Tribunal granted exempion as "Allowed while in peent
employment, "- \Employment not speclfled./
1. Apped direct to Céntral Judge,- "Disallowed."

IX, Application to Local Tribunal for exemption, recelved no answer.

X, Local Tribunals granted exemptions as follows,-
4. Granted,-Mennonite.
b. Allowed,- Mennonite.
These were not further appealed, believing them to have been glven
as the intervretation of the Act in accordance with the decision of
the Military Service Council regarding Mennonites.

XI., A few appeals made direct to the Military Service Council by cdtixens
of Canada in the United States, were acknowledged, but no further
decision given.
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MINISTER'S OFFICE |

OTTAWA. May 24th, 1917

Dear Sir,-

Re exemption of Mennonites under
conscription,

I am directed to acknowledge your
letter of May 21st, addressed to the Honourable
the Minister and to say that no proposal has been
made to'treat Mennonites in Ontario any differently
than Mennonites in Western Canada.

Yours faithfully,

Tl

* Major,
Private Secretary.

Messrs McCullough & Button,
Stouffville, Onte.




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

5
“
A §
) s : oo =
% . - p
« ; L i
T 2 ) } p s &
v >
’
L - b 4
3 )
P N "
.
)
' - s
- -
> ' 5 - 1 . »
{ . "
: 4 y \ : -
® - .
i ¢ y 3 Al L
4 €
2 5 4 1 ] .
"y * ¥ v ’ : Y 3 X
° a \ ! & -y .
¥ » * i1 i



Mennonite Archives of Ontario

The Executive Committee of Conference in session at the First Mennonite
Church, Kitchener,August 4th,1917,considering matters of Conference work,
also considered some subjects called to their zttention concerning present
conditions brought about by Government Legislation.

For the sake of the welfare of the church and its adherents and continuance

of privileges granted by the Government,we urge that each minister having
charge of 2 congregation,use his influence especially in private,to dis=-

courage any member from engaging in the manufacture of munitions of war or
any other work directly connected with such material or work. .
We advise also,that our congregations concern themselves with rendering
assistance to the suffering,in these times of distress,by contributing to
the relief of nakions or families suffering from war conditions,through the
channels of our own Mission Boards or other reliable organizations,there-

by helping to share the burden of human suffering and showing christian

sympathy and interest in them,z2nd an attitude of appreciation fot the bene-
fits and blessings enjoyed by us through the beneficence of our country.
That 2 copy of this resolution be handed to each bishop and presented by

him to the congregations under his charge.
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MENNONITES ON MILITARY SERVICE

A Statement of Our Position on Military Service as Adopted by
The Mennonite General Conference, August 29, 1917

Inasmuch as present war conditions call for an official utter-
ance from our Church, we, the bishops, ministers, deacons and
delegates of the Mennonite Church in General Conference as-
sembled at the Yellow Creek Church, near Goshen, Indiana, Aug.
20, 1917, representing sixteen conferences in the United States,
Canada, and India, desire to present the following as an expres-
sion on the doctrine of nonresistance as applied to present condi-
tions brought on by the world war now raging.

Our Position Defined

As followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace,
we interpret His command, “Resist not evil,” by His other teach-
ings on this subject; viz., “Love your enemies.” “Do good to
them that hate you.” “Pray for them which despitefully use you
and persecute you.” “My kingdom is not of this world: if my
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight” “All
they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.” The Bible
also teaches us not to avenge ourselves (Rom. 12:17-21), that “the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal” (II Cor. 10:4), and that
“the servant of the Lord must not strive” (II Tim. 2:24). Be-
lieving that the children of God should imbibe and practice these
teachings, we hold that Christian people should have no part in
carnal warfare of any kind or for any cause. Our attitude on the
question of military service is correctly stated in that clause of
the Selective Draft Law enacted May 18, 1917, which provides for
exemption for members of every church “whose existing creed or
principles forbid its members to participate in war in any form
and whose religious conviciions are against war or participation
therein.” We deeply regret, however, that this exemption is
practically nullified (save in the matter of bearing arms) in the
further provision empowering the government to impress non-
resistant people into non-combatant service.
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In our Confession of Faith, adopted at Dortrecht, Holland. in
1632, the position of our church is defined as follows:

“Regarding revenge, whereby we resist our enemies
by the sword, we believe and confess, that the Lord Je-
sus has forbidden His disciples and followers all revenge
and resistance, and has thereby commanded them not to
‘return evil for evil, nor railing for railing’; but to ‘put up
the sword into the sheath,’ or, as the prophets foretold,
‘beat them into plowshares.’ Matt. 5:39, 44; Rom. 12:14;
I Pet. 3:9; Micah 4:3.

“From this we see, that, according to the example,
life, and doctrine of Christ, we are not to do wrong, or
cause offense or vexation to any one; but to seek the
welfare and salvation of all men; also, if necessity should
require it, to flee, for the Lord’s sake, from one city to
another, and suffer the ‘spoiling of our goods,” rather than
give offense to any one; and if we are struck on our
“right cheek, rather to turn the other also’ than to re-
venge ourselves or return the blow. Matt. 5:39, 10:23;
Rom . (12:10.

“And that we are, besides this, also to pray for our
enemies, comfort and feed them, when they are hungry
and thirsty, and thus by well doing convince them and
overcome the evil with good. Rom. 12:20, 21.

“Finally, that we are to do good in all respects, ‘com-
mending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight
of God,” and according to the law of Christ, do nothing to
others that we would not wish them to do unto us.—
II Cor. 4:2; Matt. 7:12; Luke 6:31.” —Article 14, Page 25.

This position has been uniformly held by our forefathers

from Reformation times and their loyalty and devotion to their
faith is attested by their suffering, even to the extent of martyr-
dom and banishment by those governments enjoining military
service upon their citizens, and for which cause they gratefully
accepted the hospitality and the guarantee of religious liberty of
this land, historical records bearing ample witness to these facts.

In relation to governments we believe that every child of
God, besides being a citizen of the Heavenly Kingdom (John
18:36; Phil. 3:20), should also be in subjection ‘to civil govern-
ments (Rom. 13:1-5; Tit. 3:1; I Pet. 2:13-17). Even laws which
may seem unwise and unjust should be submitted to uncom-

plainingly and no thought should be entertained of doing any-
thing but comply with all that they ask of us—unless they pre-
scribe conditions contrary to the Gospel; in which case we should
meekly but faithfully stand true to the principles of the Gospel,
even if the consequences entail suffering. This position has been
exemplified by the apostles (Acts 5:29) and our early church
fathers.
Past Favors Acknowledged

It is with grateful hearts that we recount the favors and con-
siderations accorded our people in the past. In the days of
William Penn our fathers accepted his invitation to immigrate to
this land where they might enjoy the freedom of conscience in
religion and exemption from military service. These benefits
were later confirmed to them by the Constitution of the United
States and by State Constitutions. We rejoice that freedom of
conscience is thus recognized by the laws of our land. We ap-
preciate the exemption accorded our brethren, both in the North
and in the South, during the Civil Wai, when once their position
with reference to war became fully known. We still have among
us brethren who suffered for conscience’s sake during that period,
but recall with much gratitude the freedom from military service
which that exemption secured for them.

We are grateful for the exemption clause for non-resistant
people in the new Selective Draft Law, and hereby express the
hope that when the powers that be fully understand our position
with reference to military service, this clause referring to non-
combatant service may be accordingly modified.

Our Standard 3

We acknowledge with deep humiliation that not all of our
people have lived in full conformity with the Gospel standard or
consistent with our profession of a holy life. Some, contrary to
the teachings of the Church, have been entangled in politics, in
commercialism, in pleasure-seeking, and in other forms of world-
liness; but it should be borne in mind that such conduct has been
without regard to the express wish and teaching of the Church.
The Mennonite Church having continually stood for the sur-
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rendered life, a consistent separation from the world, and an
attitude of peace toward all men, we call upon our people to hear
in mind our obligations (Eph. 4:1) that in all places they may be
known by the Scriptural designation—“A peculiar people, zealous
of good works.”

The Present Issue

Recognizing with gratefulness the consideration gtven our

religious convictions, as previously stated, we take this oppor-
tunity of giving expression of our attitude concerning the issue as
it now confronts us. As a Christian people we have always en-
deavored to support the government under which we lived in
every capacity consistent with the teaching of the Gospel as we
understand it, and will continue to do so; but according to this
teaching we cannot participate in war in any form; that is, to aid
or abet war, whether in a combatant or non-combatant capacity.
We are conscious of what this attitude, under existing circum-
stances, may mean. No one who really understands our position
will accuse us of either disloyalty or cowardice; for our record
has proven our submissiveness to the powerns that be. and to
maintain our position under present conditions requires greater
courage than to accept non-combatant service. But believing as
we do, that any form of service under the military arm of the
government means responsibility, either directly or indirectly, for
the taking of human life and other destructive acts of war. we
cannot consistently do otherwise than hold aloof from every form
of military service. Our people have at all times refrained from
voluntary enlistment for service in any form wunder previous
military laws, and for us now to accept service under the military
arm of the government, would be equivalent to a denial of the
faith and principles which we have held as vital to our spiritual
wellbeing and eternal salvation.

We appeal to the President of the United States and all oth-
ers in authority to bear with us in this attitude and not to con-
strue our position as a lack of appreciation for past favors or as
an act of disloyalty; also to grant unto us full liberty of con-
science and the free exereise of our faith.

Recommendations

1. To the Brotherhood—We recommend that in humility
we seek at the throne of grace the blessings which others have
sought to secure through the power of the sword. That we con-
tinue our prayers in behalf of the rulers of our land and all oth-
ers in authority, continue to pray for the peace of nations; that
we maintain a calmness of mind and “heart that naturally ac-
companies a trust in God; that we refrain from uncharitable
criticism in any form, and avoid heated controversy with those
who do not agree with us on points of doctrine, missing no’ op-
portunity of complying with the Scriptural injunction of return-
ing good for evil.

2. To Our Brethren Liable for Military Service—We recom-
mend that they comply with every requirement of the govern-

ment, availing themselves of every opportunity to present their

claims for exemption, exercising care that they do not commit
any acts that could be rightfully interpreted as desertion or
treason—and at the time when they receive the summons to enter
the military service, they present themselves to the authorities
and meekly inform them that under no circumstances can they
consent to service, either combatant o1 non-combatant, under the
military arm of the government, citing them to the fact that they
are members of a church whose creed and principles forbid them
to have part in war in any form, and that their consciences coin-
cide with this position; submitting to any penalty the govern-
ment may see fit to inflict, trusting the Lord for guidance and
protection.

3. To Our Conferences and Congrega'aons.—We recommend
that they make every provision for the wellbeing of our brethren
who may be called upon to suffer on account of their faith as a
result of this trying situation. While we expect an attitude of
submission and loyalty on the part of our members, we should
not deal harshly, but charitably and with consideration, with our
brethren who may be put to the test in these days of trial.

With a fervent prayer to Almighty God that He may bless
and so direct the rulers of our land that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life, in the full exercise of our religious convictions;

- i A Wi SR s
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that we, as His children, may be faithful to and contend earnest-
ly for the faith once delivered to the saints; that God in His
wise providence may overrule all to the glory of His name and
the strengthening of His cause among men, we humbly subscribe
our names to these declarations and pledge our powers in devo-
tion to the principles herein set forth.

Bishops

L. J. Heatwole, Dale Enter-
prise, Va.
Sanford C. Yoder, Kalona, Ia.
Andrew Shenk, Oronogo, Mo.
A. J. Steiner, North Lima, O.
T. M. Erb, Hesston, Kans.
J. S. Mast, Elverson, Pa.
David Garber, Lyndhurst, Va.
J. C. Driver, Garden City, Mo.
Peter Kennel, Strang, Neb.
D. H. Bender, Hesston, Kans.
J. E. Zimmerman, Wood River,
Neb.
J. M. Kreider, Palmyra, Mo.
Daniel Kauffman, Scottdale, Pa.
S. E. Allgyer, West Liberty, O.
S. F. Coffman, Vineland, Ont.
Elias L. Frey, Wauseon, Ohio
D. D. Miller, Middldbury, Ind.
E. B. Stoltzfus, Hudson, Ohio
Lewis Shank, Broadway, Va.
Benj. Weaver, East Earl, Pa.
Noah E. Miller, Springs, Pa.
John Nice, Morrison, IIl.
John Blosser, Rawson, Ohio
C. A. Hartzler, Tiskilwa, Il

J. A. Ressler, Scottdale, Pa.
S. Gingerich, Wayland, Ia.
N. B. Stauffer, Aldersyde, Alta.
D. G. Lapp, Roseland, Neb.
E. A. Mast, Kokomo, Ind.
Menno Esch, Mio, Mich.
Aaron Loucks, Scottdale, Pa.
Peter R. Nissley Mt. Joy, Pa.
J. M. Shenk, Elida, Ohio
Jonathan Kurtz, Ligonier, Ind.
E. S. Hallman, Grand Bay, Ala.
Jacob K. Yoder, Wellman, la.
A. I. Yoder, West Liberty, O.
I. S. Mast, Mino*, N. Dak.
DAL Yoder, Bikhart End.
Abr. Metzler, Martinsburg, Pa.
J. S. Shoemaker, Freeport, Il
S. G. Shetler, Johnstown, Pa.
Jacob K. Bixler, Elkhart, Ind.
S. J. Swartzendruber, Bay Port,
Mich.
J. S. Gerig, Smithville, Ohio
D. J. Johns, Goshen, Ind.
John Garber, Goshen, Ind.
D. Burkholder, Nappanee, Ind.

Ministers

Silas L. Weldy, Wakarusa, Ind.
E. D. Hess; Masontown, Pa.
L. J. Miller, Garden City, Mo.
H. F. Reist, Scottdale, Pa.

O. S. Hostetler, Topeka, Ind.
C. F. Derstine, Eureka, Ill

H. W. Stevanus, Sherkston, Ont.
Harvey Freisner, Vistula, Ind.

J. A. Heatwole, La Junta, Col.
Paul E. Whitmer, Bluffton, O.

J. L. Hershberger, Wellman, Ia.

David D. Miller, Kalona, Ia.
John L. Stauffer, Altoona, Pa.

Oscar Burkholder, Breslau. Ont.

Peter Ropp, Pigeon, Mich.
Isaiah W. Royer, Orrville, O.

—

N. A. Lind, Medina, Ohio

D. Hostetler, Weilersville, O.
J. B. Hartzler, W. Liberty, O.
J. S. Hartzler, Goshen, Ind.

C. A. Graybill, Schellburg, Pa.
John W. Hess, Palmyra, Mo.
E. M. Detwiler, Calla, Ohio
Ed. Miller, Elk Lick, Pa.

Ben B. King, Ft. Wayne, Ind.
S. E. Graybill, Freeport, Ill.
John D. Miller, Louisville, O.

A. G. Heishman, Broadway, Va.

C. K. Brenneman, Canton, O.

C. D. Yoder, Windom, Kans.

J. S. Martin, Dayton, Va.

Peter Garber, Cazenovia, Ill.

A. M. Eash, Chicago, Ill.

I. B. Witmer, Leetonia, Ohio

Wm. Jennings, Concord, Tenn.

C. Z. Yoder, Wooster, Ohio

J‘I\?j’. Christophel, Wakarusa,
nd.

Ezra B. Yordy, Eureka, Ill.

J. S. Horner, Greentown, Ind.

Jos. H. Byler, Belleville, Pa.

J. R. Shank, Purvis, Mo.

H. R. Buckwalter, Palmyra, Mo.

M. H. Shantz, New Hamburg,
Ont.

D. B. Kauffman, Kenmare, N. D.

\. H. Leaman, Chicago, Il

D. J. Fisher, Kalona, la.

J. D. Mininger, K. C., Kans.

E. F. Hattzler, Marshallville, O.

P. R. Lantz, Marshallville, O.

Henry Weldy, Wakarusa, Ind.

Aaron Eberly, Dalton, Ohio

C. D. Esch, Dhamtari oC "B
India

H. R. Schertz, Metamora, Ill.

Daniel J. Wyse, Archbold, O.

P. E. Brunk, Delphos, Ohio

Noah Mack, New Holland, Pa.

George D. Ross Elida, Ohio

Peter Unsicker, Tuleta, Texas

A. W. Hershberger, Kent, O.

L. A. Blough, Holsopple, Pa.

John E. Hartzler, Goshen, Ind.
A. L. Buzzard, Metamora, IlI.

" J. N. Kaufman, Dhamtari, C, P,,

India
L. R. Detweiler, Goshen, Ind.
Amos Gingerich, Versailles, Mo.
B. B. Stoltzhusiilima Ohic» =
Peter Boshart, Milverton, Ont.
J. M. Brunk, Wichita, Kans.

Niles M. Slabaugh, Greentown,

Ind.
S. D. Grieser, Archbold, Ohio
J. W. Weaver, Union Grove, Pa.
F. J. Gingerich, Beaver Cross-

ing, Neb.
Calvin Mast, Millersburg, Ohio
J. Y. King, West Liberty, O.
J. A. Good, Webb Summit, O.
Y. C. Miller, Shipshewana, Ind.
J. J. Miller, Shipshewana, Ind.
A. M. Shank, Nampa, Idaho
D. F. Driver, Versailles, Mo.
L.J. Johnston, Cherry Box, Mo.
C. A. Shank, Wakarusa, Ind.
A. B. Snyder, Preston, Ont.
A. S. Miller, Spencerville, Ind.
J. H. Moseman, Lancaster, Pa.

S. H. Miller, Sugar Creek, O.

Jonas Loucks, Nappanee, Ind.
R. L. Hartzler, Topeka, Ind.

J. J. Warye, West Liberty, O.
S. W. Sommer, Fairville, Mich.

L W. Yoder, Na}}panee, Ind.

A. C. Good, Sterling, IIl.

_J. B. Smith, Elida, Ohio

C. J. Garber, Alpha, Minn.

Jonas D. Yoder, Belleville, Pa.

Levi Plank, Bellefontaine, Ohio
Silas Yoder, Goshen, Ind.

J. H. McGowan, Nappanee, Ind.
D. D. Troyer, Goshen, Ind.
John H. Bare, Nappanee, Ind.
Henry Rychener, Pettisville, O.
A. Nusbaum, Middlebury, Ind.
Amos S. Cripe, LaGrange, Ind.
W. B. Weaver, Elkhart, Ind.

AN
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Deacons

J. R. Brunk, Windom, Kans.
E. N. Eby, Lititz, Pa.

A. S. Landis, Goshen, Ind.
Menno J. Yoder, Topeka, Ind.
J. C. Frey, Archbold, Ohio

J. V. Fortner, Dakota, IIl.

M. Wideman, Pigeon, Mich.
Menno Steiner, Fairview, Mich.
H. D. Heller, Witmer, Pa.
Noah Weaver, Foraker, Ind.

S. J. Schmucker, Nappanee, Ind.
J. C. Lugibill, Graybill, Ind.
E. D. Yoder, West Liberty, O.
D. H. Coffman, Goshen, Ind.
A. 1. Hartzler, Orrville, Ohio
J. G. Wenger, Hesston, Kans.
J. I. Weldy, Wakarusa, Ind.

S. P. Good, Elida, Ohio
Sam Smeltzer, Wakarusa, Ind.
E. J. Martin, Ft. Wayne, Ind.
H. B. Weaver, Goshen, Ind.
Henry T. Nice, Morrison, Il
John FEmmert, Topcka, Ind.
Jos. Mishler, Clarksville, Mich.
Jas. J. Mishler, Shipshewa, Ind.
Ira S. Johns, Goshen, Ind.
Noah W. King, Amboy, Ind.
¥ IC‘I Hershberger, Middlebury,
nd.
Melvin D. Lantz, Topeka, Ind.
H. V. Albrecht, Tiskilwa, Ill.
G. L. Bender, Elkhart, Ind.
Jonas Brubaker, Elkhart, Ind.

Lay Delegate

D. S. Weaver, La Junta, Colo.

We, the undersigned, bishops, ministers, and deacons of sev-

eral other branches of the Mennonite Church, while not affiliated
in conference relations with those whose names are signed to :he

‘above document, most heartily endorse this as a statement of our

position on the doctrine of non-resistance.

S. J. Swartzendruber, Bay Port,
Mich.

E. G. Swartzendruber, Well-.

man, la.
J. S. Troyer, LaGrange, Ind.

C. L. Ressler, Nappanee, Ind.
A. F. Wiens, Chicago, Il

B. F. Esch, Washington. Il

C. N. Amstutz, Apple Creek. O.

Mennonite Brethren in Christ

A.B:. Yoder, P. E., Elkhar:, Ind.
3

K. Curtis, Pastor, New Paris,
Ind.

H. M. Metzger, Pastor, Elk-
hart, Ind.

D. W. Hunsberger, Deacon, Elk-
hart, Ind.

V\’Im.d Moyer, Deacon, Elkhart,
nd.

Defenceless Mennonites

D. N. Claudon, Deacon, Mead-
ows, TIIL

C. R. Egli, Bishop, Chenoa, Ill.
E.M.Slagle, Pastor, Pioneer, O.
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Dy
’/@///z//w; REPEEheY WO BI8T. IO

Dear Sir:-

I have your letter of the 14th instant.

I am sending you @s you request, a copy of the Military
Service Aet 1917. On reference to it, you will see that
by peragraph (f) of Sub-section 1, Section 11, provision
is made for a person who"conscientiously objeets to the
undertaking of combatant service and is prohibited from so
doing by the tenets and articles of faith, in effect on
the sixth day of July 1917, of any organized religious
denomination existing and wall recognized in Canada at such
date, and to which he in good faith belengs," making
gpplication for exemption to the local tribunal and
authority is conferred upon the latter to grantIA«LcK
exemptions. This provision takes the place of that
to which you refer in the lilitia Act.

Yours sincerely,

bk

1. J. Burkheolder,

Markham, ©Ont.
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CANADA POST CARD

THE ADDRESS TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE

JUBILEE OF CONFEDERATION

CANADA
1867 1917
Provinces 4 9
Area (Sq. M.) 540,000 3,729,665
Population 3,600,000 7,600,000
Railways (Miles) 2,250 35,500
Grains (Bu.) 65,000,000  1,000,000,000
Postage Stamps Issued $669 000 $23,000,000
Forestry 34,000,000 175,000,000
Mines 8.000.000 137,000,000
Fisheries 6,000,000 31,000,000
Manufactures 50,000,000  1,300,000,000
Foreign Trade 114,000,000  1,996,000,000

Since 1901 the total value of field crops has
risen from $195,000,000. to $841,000,000.
The total value of live stock, in same period,
from $268,000,000. to over $800,000,000.
Exportable surplus of agmcultural products:—
1868-70— $13,f
1916- l7—$480 000 000
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Kitchener, Sept. 25th 1917.
D.Bergey. New Dundee.
pezr Bro. I had an interview with Mr., W.G.Weichel last evening. He
received me very courteously. He was very talkative,gave me the historyg;ﬂ

v

the Mennonites,what he knows of them since he was & boy. He said he spoke
with the Premier personzlly in regard to the Mennonites,as well zs before
the House on several océasions. He’claims that‘we.have exemption, that is,
those who want it.

In regard to going to Ottawa to meet the Premier,he s»ys he cannot give

anything definite until he hears from thé Premier ,which he expects will

be next Mondzy. The only thigglthe deputation to do will be to hold
themselves in readiness to go at short notice. Mr.Weichel will be glad to
go along if it is desired. I think personally it would be well to have him

go along,

Yours truly,

Sgd. M.C.Cressman.

Tewn S, Sefif, 26 ey
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aaron Loucks, Bey'l Mgr. | Bell Phone 1585
a. B, ﬁar;in;st?rzta‘tg o Cor High St. and Walnut Ave.

e smman{ e’ g enmonite  Publishing  Bouse
printers.... publighers... . Booksellers

Scottdale, Pa., /26, 1017,

Dear Brother Fred:-- Yours to hand and noted. Evidently it was written
before you recieved my letter of inquiry as to what was done by the reso-
lution committee with reference to the Canadian petition. Your petition is
starightforward, and ought to reach the spot if anything.will. If that is in
resnonse to the the work placed upon the resolutions committee in conjunc-
tion with your work, you have my entire approval and permission to use my
mame in whatsoever way you wish. Under separate cover I send you a few cop-
iés of the General Conference address defining our position.

~God bless you in all your labors for Him.

Your brother,

s X rd
\ ’
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G.C.6

MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1917

MEN IN CLASS 1

That is British subjects who were on 6th July, 1917,
unmarried, or widowers without children, who were 20
years old on 13th October, 1917, and were born in or since
1883, (and are not within the exceptions set out in the
King’s Proclamation of the 13th of October, 1917,) you
should, whether you have been medically examined or not,

GO TO ANY POST OFFICE

in the Province in which you ordinarily live and ask the
Postmaster for a form of

REPORT FOR SERVICE

which you will fill in and for which you will be given a
receipt. Every man in Class 1 must either report for service

OR CLAIM EXEMPTION

or exemption must be claimed on his behalf, on or before
10th November, 1917. If you propose to claim exemption,
the Postmaster will furnish the proper form for you to fill

——in-and-wiii give you a receipt for it. —if you nhave been
medically examined you will save trouble by

ATTACHING YOUR MEDICAL HISTORY
SHEET, IF YOU HAVE ONE

to the form of Report for Service or Claim for Exemption,
which ever you choose.

DO IT NOW

ISSUED BY THE
MILITARY SERVICE COUNCIL
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The Military Service Act

ITS MEANING AND EFFECT

HE MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1917, received the
Royal assent on the 29th day of August, and is now
the Law of the land.

It has therefore become the duty of the Government
to enforce this law impartially, promptly and effectively.

The purpose of the law is to provide much needed re-
inforcements for our heroic and sorely tried troops fight-
ing in Flanders and in France.

- To accomplish this end, Parliament has imposed upon
the Civil administration the burden of carrying the Act
into operation.

The selection of the men and the dealing with ques-
tions of exemption are in the hands of the Civil Author-
ities. Tt is not until the men are actually called to colours
that the Militia Department intervenes.

The reinforcements to be raised are limited to 100,000
men, and those from whom they may be raised are divided
into six classes, which are to be called out in the order in
which they are named.

. The first class comprises men not in the schedule of
exceptions who, on the 6th July, 1917, were unmarried or
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widowers without children, are at least 20 years of age and )
were born on or since 1st January, 1883. T}}e seconq class
includes married men or widowers with child or children 3

between the same ages. The four remaining classes com-
prise older men, the third and fifth classes being unmarried
men and widowers without children, and the fourth and
sixth classes being married men and widowers with a child
or children.

Tt is the intention of the Government to call out the
first class by Proclamation to be issued as soon as possible.
It is hoped that after all Claims for Exemption have been
dealt with, this class will supply a sufficient number of
men, who are physically fit, to furnish the reinforcements
which the national honour and our duty to those at the

" Front demand, and that it may not be necessary to call
out any of the subsequent classes.

The Proclamation calling out the first class will specify
a date on or before which the members of the class must
report for service, or claim exemption on one or other of
the grounds specified in the Statute.

Forms on which Reports for Service or Claims for
Exemption are to be made, will be placed in the hands of
all Postmasters throughout the Dominion and it will be the
duty of every member of the class in question to fill in one
or other of these forms and submit it in the presecribed
manner on or before the named day.

. The grounds on which exemption may be claimed
(which are similar to the grounds recognized in Great
Britain and the United States) are as follows:

(@) That it is expedient in the national interest that the man
should, instead of being employed in Military Service, be
_ engaged in other work in which he is habitually engaged.

(b) That it is expedient in the national interest that the man
should, instead of being employed in Military Service, be
engaged in other work in which he wishes to be engaged
and for which he has special qualifications.




(¢) That it is expedient in the national interest that, instead
of being employed in Military Service, he should continue
to be educated or trained for any work for which he is then
being educated and trained.

(d) That serious hardship would ensue, if the man were placed
on active service, owing to his exceptional financial or busi-
ness obligations or domestiec position.

(e) Il health or infirmity.

(f) That he conscientiously objects to the undertaking of com-
batant service and is prohibited from doing so by tenets
and articles of faith, in effect on the sixth day of July,
1917, of any organized religious denomination existing and
well recognized in Canada at such date, and to which he
in good faith belongs.

No Claim for Exemption should be put forward unless
one or other of these grounds in fact exists, and no loyal
citizen should assist in, or allow himself to be made a party
to, any Claim for Exemption unless thoroughly satisfied
that it is made in good faith.

All Claims for Exemption will be disposed of by local
tribunals established for the purpose to the number 1,250
and upwards throughout the Country.

Each of these tribunals consists of two members, one
of whom is appointed by the County Court or Distriet
Judge, and the other by a Board of Selection established
by the House of Commons and the Senate and nominated
half by the Prime Minister and half by the Leader of the
Opposition. These tribunals are entirely non-partizan and
non-military and their local knowledge should enable them
to deal intelligently and justly with the claims that come
before them.

Provincial appellate tribunals and a central appellate
tribunal for the whole of Canada are also provided to secure
uniformity of interpretation in the application of the law.

No man will be required actually to join the colours
till after a date which will be fixed by the Proclamation
sufficiently late to permit the local tribunals to dispose of
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most, if not all, applications for exemption which may
come before them.

No one will gain any advantage by delay in Reporting
for Service, nor will prompt Report result in any dis-
advantage.

Medical Boards are now in session at suitable centres
throughout the Dominion. Any member of the first class,
desirous of ascertaining immediately whether he is
physically fit for service or not, may attend before any
one of such Boards at any time convenient to himself and
be examined free of charge. Information as to the time
and place of the Sittings of these Boards will be found in
the Daily Press. Certificates of physical unfitness issued
by these Boards will be accepted by Exemption Tribunals
when they sit, without further investigation. Men found
physically fit who have not reported for service may never-
theless apply for exemption on any of the prescribed
grounds including the ground of ill health or infirmity, if
dissatisfied with the conclusion of the Medical Board. '

The purpose of this circular is to furnish those affected
by the Military Service Act with early information as to
its effect and operation. It is not intended to relieve them
from the necessity of familiarizing themselves with the
provisions of the Proclamation of the Governor-General in
Council, which will issue in due course, and will prescribe
in detail the procedure above outlined and the conse-
quences of failure to obey the. requirements of the law.

The Proclamation in question will be published ex-
tensively, but personal notice to those affected will not be

possible and they are advised to watch for the appearance
of this Proclamation.

Issued by Military Service Council.

M.S.A—18.
Ottawa, September 26th, 1917.
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Vinelimd OAL., Oct., 1, 191
Jlevin Bearss,

Rifgeway, Ont.

Pear Brother:- Gareeting. . :
: you will pvardon ny not mecting with pu yesteday

a", the scrvicos. There were quite a numbee of brethren fom a dlstunce ¥t
with u3 and in taking time %o mecct with them I A'd not get out to shake
yvour hand and rave a talk with vou. Since your wearing a bea 'd 1 an not
alwavs ocertaln of vou. My first inpression was that 18 was you, but when
I fulled to £ind you, I was under the invression that 1t was perhaps anotle

, unds I inquired of Albu2ts boy.
The natter that I wansted %o mpeak W th pa about especlally was
what stcps your church had taken with regard to tre gonscription act. 1
jeamed throuer Tre. L. J. Burkholder that yeur chasol had apnoiztcd Bro.
Fred Blllott and a Bo ther Bearss 30 act for then 1n sne cmaclty with the
Gove rmmett t0 sce woat could be done reganmiing completc exemption., Since
vourself and your father asc the only ninisté 3 by that nae in pur comn-
ference I thousht perbas you could tell me what was being done. Our Chu ek
has Saken action throush the sxecutlve committoce of our conference Lo
Asnpoirt a delegaton W mect the Premeier or other officlals of trhe Covern-
met ard sce In what way the law 13 to be intervreted rcegardng exempion,
We have not vet had on apvolntirent of the governmpt, but will likcly have
an inse vicw beforc long. As @ understund the uct, there will be no service
of any kind requiced snce the cxemntion clause seems 0 effcct trhoue of
conzclencdous ovect ions the sane as others wo have disqualfilcatons. Yet,
1» view of “he fact th.at the Miiisla act of nrevious date” requlres somne
kind of service at the discretion of the Governnent in cunsel, tre excnnim
rickt be limiscd at any time. It was then our supposc Lo 3tatec L0 the Goves
ermctour exact nosition on tha matter of military service and let then
kmow tratour crecd forblds military secvice of any kind, They ould then
act in regard to us as they saw £1t, but we bellieve that in sueh a ease, W
woald require ® ne other form of public scrvice of us rath» than forcc
military seovice or pundsrmext.
1 3hall be gald for a line fran vou f you can give me uny infomaton
A8 Lo sre actlon of wur chueck, You are in the sme class witl us and for
‘exactly the sane reasons., We pray thabt Cod nay 6 overruleeventsa that we
nay ontinue %o enjoy or frecdom of worship and sesvice 4 we veléve and fol-
low the teachings of Cheist. Pleuse pardon ny not m ¢ting wih vou @ rsonaly
veate rday. Shall be glad to rave you mke us a visit another timegu come
down shla wmy, '
Yours in falith, Sois
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CANADA POST CARD

THE ADDRESS TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE

JUBILEE OF CONFEDERATION

CANADA :
1867 1917
Provinces 4 9
Area (Sq. M.) 540,000 3,729,665

Population 3,600,000 7,600,000

Railways (Miles) 2,250 35,500

Grains (Bu.) 65,000,000  1,000,000,000

Postage Stamps Issued $669,000 $23,000,000

Forestry 34,000,000 175,000,000 *

Mines 8,000,000 137,000,000 ’

Fisheries 6,000,000 31,000,000

Manufactures 50,000,000  1,300,000,000

Foreign Trade 114,000,000  1,996,000,000 A '

Since 1901 the total value of field crops has
risen from $195,000,000. to $841,000,000.

The total value of live stock, in same period,
from $268,000,000. to over $800,000,000

Exportable surplus of agricultural products:—

1868-70— §13,000,000.
1916-17—$480,000,000.
»
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