HE LORD is not slack concerning
his promise, as some men count
slackness: but is long-suffering to
usward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to re-
eeeeeeeee 2 Pet. 3:9.

g2 SO ;%uw Ol-4 .17
94«4/3»-\» —_— /£1/.*L1'1.44 AMAE—O(W;/#r(/I_
A M-/w;,é/-m/é;7 what-2lfis e Fovie
S . eaadn 5WM7LZ:; el
W/w/u&._— M&N /W;zfxic/ /‘VLM/IA %44 At
mz//sz/Zm K%Aiw)f’ﬁﬁte_ fy{;/d‘:}nm
as a f'aJ %’,/7;1@4/;/1/@4/44’4 7/»#Z¢;. %K‘Zﬂ:’%
' a e s, of each N e aainy
o] s S’z/‘u;& Wy e e g O
M&eaxﬁ&x%/m’n W-;/7/Le/z/lﬂvf-‘<,
TS e PR ey P ur%' /Zi SRR Y
a /er'/ZZ-m ity i Tk W
Wa/tm /’Kr’a»-a[, ﬂeﬁszf#%’?w
70-4*4- LRIV o 2P Oy ; -

tm#ﬂ{:a/yz e z.lau,miw)‘p

= L—L(/

~ i




A ,
. [ 4
1
381 % VN
. ol 5
D¢ I o

Mennonite Archives of Ontario

o

< 4
1 OF




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

§ Yo ot Ot 4207

. F o
§ Hoaesoe
N phitdods agen, S Radlin Calts
S oot lects wo will mest s My Prurns
SMnister o Hhradasy (O 1)) ot
R 10 R Wbl oave Joronto ak
ST 0 Porno Ly A1 @W‘FW
S o Ccalled, «H
3/% Onoih Kot weldg o Lo,
N
3

SWW”&W_’




Mennongpe Archives of Ontario ’ s ) T
~ [+ Chy g A

é MILITARY SERVICE

APPEAL TO THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT, IN COUNCIL.

We, the Mennonites of the Ontario Conference, rporesenting also
congregations of like faith in the Alberta-Saskatchawen Conference, and
having offieial representation in the Mennonite General conference,
recently assembled at the Yellow Creek Church, near Goshen Indiana, do
hereby humbly petition your Government in respect to the faith which we
hold dear,

We glve due recognbtion to the grave problems which confront the
nation in the present world @mnflict and realize that as a result comnpli-
cated and trybdng situations have been brought about which we can not
fully comprehend. We, as a people, seek to adjust ourselves to the new
state of affairs, willingly submitting to the wishes of the Bovernmet
in @ far as we can do so without violating a law or principle of Chri =%
Whom we recognize as Lord of lords and King of kings, and Whose law we
consider the supreme guide of our lives.

As a people we stand united in expressing our gratitude to our Goven-
ment and to all those whog are in authority for the recognition that has
been given those of our falth in the matter of conscription for military
service, and further submit this petition that full recogniti on be glven
to our position in the doctrine of ronresistance which has been one of the
fundamental tenets of our fulth and one wkiz for which our fore-fathers
suffered exile and death in the old world, Thls same principle has been
cherished and kept alive in the boson of those of them who made the land of
our preset abode thelr home under the protection of a governmet which
permitted them to enjoy liberty of consclence and the free exercise of the#
faith in full confiderce thut those who were in authority would verify
every vledge and vromise given them when they settled here.

Our peo ple retain a decep sense of apvreclation for the generous spirit
of the British governmet in granting Willlam Penn and the members of his
colony,among whom were many of our fore-fathers, the privilege of liberty
of conscilence in religion and especially immunity from military service.
These privileges were not ‘révoked by the government that followed later,
and was not revoked by the Govenment of Canada when, out of respect for
the British Crown, many of our people left the United States and made their
home here. We deeply appreciate the fact that no military service of any
kind was required of our people at any time during the more than one
hundred years of thelr residence under the Canaduin government, and recall
with gratitude the number of Instances when this giove mment renewed 1ts
pledges of religious liberty to others of non-resistant faith who eught the
hospitality of this land, Younger generations of our peple have from time
to time inquired of the government whether theses llbertles are still in fe
force and have been informed at all times that thosc who have conscientous
objections to engaging in military service have exemtion from such service
guarabteed to them by the British Government,

In times of peace we were thankful for the assurances of religious libg
erty and the contemplation of undesturbed privileges in following the
example and teachings ofthe Prince of Peace. Under the stress of the hour

wo seek through this petition to define our positlor with regard to
military service. We recognize the same princivie which the governmet
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copy. 'MILITARY SZRVICE ACT. T fo B, in. clas / %
A 1 ouuEL =
AY APPEAL TO THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA IN COUNC

/d
We, the Mennonites of the Ontaric Confergnee, renreseniing alseo

gongrezations of 1llke falth in the Albeeta-Saskatchawan Confcerence, avd

havdng officlul pedprcsentution in the Mennonlte General Conferonce

recently assembled at the Yellow Creek Churek near Goshen, Indlana, do

hereby humbly petition your Sovermnent in reapect %o the falth which we

ly)'i<k A0

We ulvc dae rocognition to the grave nroblems which confront the nRasi

nastons in the vresent worl conflict and reallze that as a result compiéx
cated and teying sisuasions have been drought about whichk we cunnos

fully comnrgllend, We, a3 a ncoﬁie srrk to adjust oursclves o the new
stutc of Sffalrs, willingly suomitting %o the wilshes of the dovernaent

in as far a? we can do so withoud vtolle“" a law of peinciple of Christ,

whom wo recognize ad Losd of lords and King of kings, and wWhoue law we
conslder the suprene gulde of our llves,

A8 a neocple we stand unlted in exnrcasing our gratitude Lo the Govermse
ment and to all those who are in authority for the pecognition Ahat hug
been zlven to those of war falth in the matter of conscription for milltary
scrvlcc, and furkker submit this petitlon that full recognition be Jlven
at all tines to our nuuiﬂ.( on the Doctr ine of non-reaistance wkich has
been one of trhe Sundament tcncts of our falth and one for whlch our
forefathers suffered exllc Jﬁd death In the 0id World, Tris same nrincinle
ras been cheritahed and kept allwe It the boson of thiose of them w o nade
the land of cur pecsent ubode thele home, unde s the protection of & Govern-
ment whichk vermittcd them to ¢njoy 11berty of consclence and the
frce exercise of thele falth in full assurance the t those who were Iin
gukorisy ould verlfy every nledge and nronise anmd piedxe-glvén to them
when they setitled here,

Our neonle retaln a decn asenase of appreclation for the generous Plrit
of the Beltlsh Govemnent In granting to Willlam Penm and the nC”bars'ofhla
colony, anong whon were many of onr fosefathers, the ."1v1lc ¢ of llberty
of consclence in religlon and espoclally mmunity from nilltary Jg"ibu,
These drivilezes were nNoOL \ﬂﬂdllbd by the Governent that folliowcd lato:
and weec not revoked by the Govermment of CHMada when cut of resvect for the
British trowm, many of our peonle left the mited States and pade thele
rome rerc. W6 decenly appreclate the fact uhut, with the exception of a few .
isolated cuscs of impressed scrvice duribg the war of 1812 no milltary
scrvice of any kind has been requlred of cur people at ¢ny tine during the
more than one "undred years of thelr resldence under trhe Canadian Covern-
mert, and recall wlth gratitude the munber of ihstances when this Govern-
ment rencwed 1t3 pnledges of religlious libverty %0 others of non-resistant
falth who ascught the hospltality of this land. Younger gencrationa of our
pople have fron time to tine inghircd of the Governnent whether these
1ibertles are 88ill in force and have been mfommed at ali times trat those
who have conscienttous objections to e¢ngaging in milisary service have
exenption from such scrvice guaranteed L0 them by the British Governnens.

N tincs of veace we were thnakful for the assurance of religlous liberty
nd the contemplation of undistmurbed nelvileges in following the ex-
annle and teaching of the Prince of Peace, Under the stress of the
hour we seck throush this vetition to define our position with scged to
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Military Service. We recognlize the same principle which the Governnent
reccognized in the justice of law, that he wio alds or abets nother in
wrong doing 1s also a transgressor. Witk this same principle in mind w
have always maintidned that any fom of military service 18 opvosed to :kc
spirit and nvactlca of peace and good willl to man, and hence our deslre to
follow only such activities and pursults in clell 1lifc as are in keening
with the doctrine which we belleve to be trhe laws of Cod and of Chplist,

We recognize the good will of the Governnment in inserting 1in tre
Military Service Act a clause granting exemption to all adhercnts of
religious denominations whose articles of faith forbld combatant scrvice,
and rereby exnress cur thanks for thils graclous conslderation wile we
also hundly petltion thut the exemption clause clted may be alwagws so
construed as Lo nmeet with the roquirements of the falth and practicco of
those whom the Government has thus graclously favored in ontinuing to them
those princivles of llbcrty which have bcen the occaslicn of many thanks-
glvings to God and tke canatant Joy of many rumbleé citizens.

A3 aveodnle we recognize the muprenecy of the Kingdom of Jesus Cherist
which "I8 not of thils world." For Lhis rcason "ﬁy of our »neonle in zll
coun triecs, esneclally the lc ders of congregations have rcefrained from the
use of thelr suffrage f"u“ hise, both for the bxke f peace and hamony 1in
the congregation and for V?L sake of a morc complete separation from the
entangling affairs of the world, althou: none are prohibitcd the exerclse
of these privileges. Since the »uauing of the "War-time@ Lledtions Act”
we hundy scek to know the position of ohe dovemment regarding all ofour
members relative %o this Act, 8o tint we mav onduct oursclves accedingly,
redllzing tht In mutters of war we cannot consclentiously give our volce
and 1n rgspect to Govemment.we arc Lo be submissi-e %o Lts laws, excenting
cnly the higher laws of the Gospel in all rlgh:cuasnoua.

Witk a deep sens¢ of ?awtiiyt before God, and praycr tht the author-
1ties Doforse whom this may ® me' may be glldbd Lr thelr decislons and thér
arduous dutics by the Divine will, und thut we may enstinuc to dwell in
godliness and follow the pursults of peace, we respcctfully subnit this
petition und shall humbly pray.

LJ.

S8igned by the deputatlion of the Mennonite Chaebh ,
L'J'Butkhoider, Markhan ont. Modcrator
David Bergy, lew Dundce Ont. Secretury.

8.B.Coffman, Vinelund Ont.

An3on Groh, Petrollia, Ong.

In comnectlion with the sentiments expressed in the acoompun ying ve-
titlon of the Mennonltes of the Ontarlo and Albcrta-Saskatchewar Confe rence
we,the ropresentatlves of the Anlsh Mennonltic congregations of Waterloo,
Oxford and Perth Counties, deslre t0 exnress cursclves In perfcet accord
d herby join In the petitian fopr a continuance of the recognition of our
faltl by the prescent Govemnment

8igncd by the deputation of the Amis: Mennonite Crurch,
Christian Gascho, Baden Ons.
Jacob R. Bender, Taviustock Ont.
Jacob 8. Ber dc., Tavistock Ont.
Samiel Bender, New Hamburg Ont.
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MILITARY SERVICE.

APPZAL.J0 CIVIL AUTHORITIES.
“ P .

We, the Mennotites of the United States and~canada, in General Confeo#
nee assemblod at the Yedlow Creck Church near Goshen, Indiana, August 29,
1217, glving due rocognition to the welghty problems that are confronting
the nations in the present world conflict realize that this condlition has
brought abew with it corplicated and teying problems which we can little
gomurehend or appreclate. We as a people seek to adjust ourselves to the
new state of affalrs in willing submission in sc fal a3 we can do 30
wit out violuting a law or principle of Christ Whom we recognize as Lord
of Lord 3 and King of kings, and Wrose law we consider as @ sunreme gulde
of our lives,

As a peonle we stand united in expressing cur gratitude to our
\Presldent/ and those who are in authority for the recognition that has
baen given those of our falth in tre matter of amy conscription and
further submit this humble petition that full recognition be given to cur
positl on on the great question of Nonresistance which has been one of the

ndamental tenets of our faith and for which our fore-fathers suffered
exile and death in the old world, and which princinle has been cherished
and kept alive in the bosons of those who carried thelr falth with them teo
the land of ocur vresent abode under the protection of whose government in
tines past they have enjoyed liberty of consclence and the frec exerclse of
their falth In the full confidence tht those who are in authority would
verify every pledge and vromise given them when they settled hcere, 2

Under the stress of the hour we humbly present this petition in which
we seek %o define clearly ocur nosition with regard to military service, As
a neople we recognize the sume princivlesf to which ocur gove mment has
Justly given recognition in its constrmuiction ;nd Interoretation of law;
that he who knowingly and willingly and with intent tc glve ald; alds
ghelters or otrerwise lends to the comfort or efflciency of any one in the
violat 1on of the laws of the land he becomes a transgressor snd is subject
to puxishngt punishment. With this same vorincinle in mind we must assune
the painful duty o decline glliitary service in any tom whether combatant
or noncombatant, Wy which we become a part ot the millitary organization
which 1s devided for the prosecution of war and the destruction of lives
and nroperty and limit our activisies to such pursuits of elvil 1life as
are in keeping with the laws of God,

With a deep sense of huniliity before God and prayer that the author-
ities before whom this may come may be gulded in thelr decisions by Divine
will that we may continue to dwell in godliness and follow the pursults of
peace, we respectfully submit this petition, :

e
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NMILITARY SERVIC
APPEAL TO TYE CAVNADIAY GOVERNMLNT, T cgj cI
v
We, the Menmonites of the Ontaric Conference, reprcsenting also

congregations of like falth in the Albcrta-Saskatchawan Conference, and
having offlelal representation in the Mennonite General Zonforence,

- pocently assembled at the ‘ellow Creek Chirch, near Goshen Indlana, do

hereby hunbly petition vour Govermnnment in respect to the falth which we
hold dear.

We glve due recogndticn to the greave problens which confront the
nation in the prescnt world onflict and realize that a3 o rosult compll-
cutcd and teoying situations have been brought about which we can nol
fully conprehend, We, a8 a veople, seok o adjust curselves $0 the new
state of affalrs, willingly submitting %o the wishes of the Bovernmpt
in o far a» we c¢an do 50 without violating a law or vrinciple of Chrl %
Whom we recognize as Lord of lords and King of kings, and Whose law we
consider the muprene gulde of our lives,

AS a people we atand whiited in expressing ocur gratitude Lo our Goven-
ment and to ali those whos are in anthority 1 ¢ the recognistion that has
béen glven those of our falth in the matter of conseription for military
gservice, and further subnit this petition that full recognition be glven
20 our nosition in the doctirine of 'onresistance which huas been ofe of the
fundanent .1 tenets of our £:4itk and one mkte for which aur fore~-fatrers
miffercd exlle and death I the old world, T™his same prinecivle has boen
chgrighed and kent allve 1o the buse 6f ui ose of tham who node the land of
our nrcant abode thelr home undor the oroteetion of a governmet whicgh
pemiitied thenm to enjoy liberty of conscienoe and the free exerclse of thed
faith in full confidence th .t those who were in autheority would verlify
every nledge and nronise glven thenm when they setiled here,

Our pmople retaln a decp sense of anvreclation for the gcnercus snirlt
of the British govornemt in granting Willlar Penn and tie mombors of his
colony,anony whon were many of cur fore-fathers, the neivilege of liberty
of consclence In r¢liglon and c¢specially imounity from milltary scrvice.
Trese privileges wore not rovoked by the govemment that followed later,
and was not revoked by the Govenment of Canada when, out of reapeet for
the Britisk Crown, many of ocur neonle lefts the IMited States and pade trhelre
nomneg here. We doeenly apnreclate the fact that no milltary scevice of any
kind was rqulired of our D nle at any time Auring the nore than one
wndred years of thelr rosideonce undor the Canad in governnent, and mreeall
ritr gratitude tre number ¢f instances whe” this gove mnent rencwed its
sledges of relliglous 1iberty to others of non-resistant faith who eught the
wosnitality of this land, Younze? genemations of our people have fron time
10 Hme 1nqulired of the zovemment whether thescs llborties arc silll in fe
‘orce and khave been informed at all times that tho . who have consclentous
wiections to enpagling In m1litary aceviece have eexwz. on from suck service
marabtecd $o then by the British Governnent,

In times of peace we were trankful for the assurances of religlicus liby
ety and the contemnlation of undesturbed nrivileges in foliowing the
xample and tcach ings ofthe Prince of Feuce. Undur the stress of the hour
e scek through thls pestition to define ocur positlo: with repard o
dliitary sorvice. We recogrize the same nrincinie which the governnet
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Cony.

Ottawa,«0ct. 11, 1817,
The Honorable Arthusdieighen, -
Scecretary of St e,

A

Hororable Sir:-
Allow ne to agdn express pur appreciation

H
o
3
cr
oo
o]

courtesy extended to our delegation today by yourself and the Honorable
Sir Robert Borden, and for the favorable conslderation of our position
regarding vnarticlipation in war In any form. We have the confidernce
that our interests are well guarded and trust that we may alwxxso prove
ourselves worthy cltizens in our humble cavacity.

The following advice 13 being glven to our ministers

regarding the questions considered In our conference today:-

l. All of our members who are in the age limit liable for
military service, when called must anply for exemption
according to Covernmment regulations.

2. Physlaal.exanination before the Medical Board is not required
for those who apply for exemnntion for consclentious reasons.

3. None of our memnbers are exnecited to vote under the presens
Elections Act. Those who do o forfelt thelr rights of exemn-
tion .,

4. Non-combatant service wil! be dealt with later should
clrcumetances require it.

We trust these statements are a correct expresslion of the
opinions rendered in our conference, :
List of addresses for literature,- Military Act and
Elections Act.
Again thanking you for your favors excended, and praying

that the guliding hand of God may be with you In your arducus duties,I am,

Yours in humble service,
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Tre Horourable Arthur Melghen,
Secrctary of State,
Cttawa,

Honourabie
Adtow me to agin expressour appreclation for the

courtesy extended to our delegation today oy yourse!f and the Honourable
Sir Robert Borden, and for the favorable considecration of our poesition
participation war in any fom,. We pave the confidence that

o) > > 1 - .
regarding

>

our interests are well guarded and trust that we may al 5o nrove 0a93¢1vc3¢

worthy eltizens in our humble cupaclty,
The following advice 13 belng glven to our ministes regarding

the questions cend dered in our conference today .-

l. All of our nembers who are In the age !imit liable for miiisary
service, when called must apply for exerniption according to Government
regulat ions,

2. Physlcal examinat jon before & nedicsl Board i3 not requir.ad of
those who apnly for exemption for conscientiocus reasons,

3. None of ocur members are expected to vote under the prescnt Election
Act., Those who do so fiorfelt thelr right of exemption.

4. Non-combatant service wlll be dealt wlth later should clrcumstances
require it,

We trust that these statéfjents are a corrcct expression of the opinion

rendered in our conference.

List of addresses fo

g |

literature.

Agaln thanking you for favors extended, and praying that the gulding
hard of God may be with you in yvour arducus duties, I am,
Yours in humble service,
Slgned,  S8.F.Coffman,

for the Commlttiee.
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Mennonite Archives of Ontario

MILITARY SERVICE ACT.
AN APPEAL TO THE GOVERFMENT OF CANAPA IK COUNCIL.

We, the Mennonites of the Ontarlo Conference, representing also
congregatlons of llke falth in the Albcrta-Saska uchawan Confe rence and
having officlal represenatation in the Mennonlite General Conference
recently assembled at the Yellow Creek Church near Coskern Indlana, do
hereby humbly petition your Government in respect to the falth which we
hrold dear,

We give due recognition to ;re grave problems PV&Q 1%@13}&OFF11‘
rations in the present world conflict and reallzZé
cated and trying situatlons have beecn brought about which we cannot
fully comprehend. We, as a pecple, seek to adjust curselves te the new
state of affalirs, willingly. ¢ anl*: ng to the wishes of the Govermment in o

4
in as far as we can do ®» without violating a law or principle of Ckhrist,
Whon we recognize as Lord of lords and King of kings, and Whose law we
consider the supreme gulde of our lives,

As a veople we stand unlted in expressing our gratitude to the Govem-
ment and to all those wo are in authority for the recognition that has been
giver t0 trose of our falth in the matter of conscription for military
service, ard further submit this petition that fhdseecognition be glven

a v arl times to our nosl‘ion on the doctrine of nonreslstance which hras
been one of the fundament tenets of our falth and one for which our

fore-fathers suiia"ed exile and death in the 01d World., This same princink
has been cherished and kept alive in the bosom-of those of them who made
the land of our present abode thelr home, under the protection of a
governnent which vermited them to enjoy llberty of consclence and the

free excrclse of thelr falth in full as urance that those who were in
authority would verigy evecy pledge and promise given to them when they
settled here,

Our people retain a deep nse of appreclation for the generous spirlt
of the British Covernment in gsrnt rg to Wililam Penn and the members of hi
colony, among whom were many of our fore-fathers, the privilege of liberty
of consclence in religlon and especially immunity from nilitary service.

Thé® vrivileges were annulled by the Government that foldowed la cr,
ana were not revoked by the Government o; Canada, when, out of respect f
the British Crown, many of our pecnle left the United States and made theilr
home here. We deeplwy appreclate the fact that, with the excepntion of a f
Isolated cases of Impressed service during the war of 1818, no ,ilitary
s¢rviee of any kind has been required from our people at any time during
the more than one hundrcd yeas of thel residence under the Canadlsn Covern
rient, and recall with gratlitude the numbee of instances when thils Govern-
ment renewed 1is nledges of religious liberty to others of nonresistant
falth who mwught the hospltulity of thias land. Younger generatlon of ocur
neonle have from time to time inquired of the Government whetehr these
1ibers1és are still in force and lave been infomed at all times that $hom
who have consclentious objections to engagint in military service hawe
exemptlion from such service guarantccd o tlhem by the Britisk Govemnent

In tines of peace we Were thankful for the assurance of Peliglous 11
erly and the contemplation of undisturbed priwvileges in followln g the
exaynle and teaching of the Prince of Peace, Under the stress of the hour
we scek through this petition toc define our vosotion with regard to
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military service, We recognize the same vrinciple whlch the Government
recognizes in the justice of law, that he who alds or abets another in

wrongdoing 13 also a transgressor, With this same principle in mind we hawe
always maintalned that any form of miltfa“" service 13 opnosed to the
spirit and practice of peace and good wlll to man, and hence our desire to

3
follow only dich activities and pursults in civil life as are in keeping
th the doctrine which we belleve to be the laws of God and of Christ,
We recognize the good will of the CGovermment in Inserting in the

Milltury Service Act a clause grantling exemption to ail udherents of
rallzlious denominations whose artigles of falth forbid combatant servlice,
and he ~¢by express our thanks for thls graclous consideration while wme
alsc humbly¥ vetition that the exemptlon clause cited may be always so
construed as to meet the requlrement of the falth and pactice of

those whom the Government has thus graclicusly favored In continuing to than
those pnrincivles of liberty whlch have been the occasion of maiy thanks—-
glvings to God and the constant joy of many humble citizens

As a peoprle we recognlize the supremecy OZ { sus Chris \‘Ve kingdon of/
which "Is not of this world," For this reason nlany of our people in all
countries, especlally the leaders of congregations, have refrained from the
use of thelr suffrage franchlse, both for the sake of peace and rarmony in
the congregation @:d for the sake of a more complete separation from the
entangling affalrs of the world, although none are prohlibited tre exercise
of these privileges, Since the paaulvg of the "War-time Electflons Act," w
humbly see¢k to know the posltion of the CGovernment all of our '
members relative to this Act, so that we may conduct oursc'vm" accordingly,
reallzing that in matters of war we can not consclentolusly gilve our volece,
and in respect to government we are to be submissive to its laws, exceptirg
only the higher laws of the Gospel in all rightecusness,

Wilth a deep sense of humlllty before God and @ ayer that the author-
ities before whom this may come may mRa¥ be gulded in thelir declsions and
thelr arduous duties by the Divine will, and that we may continue to dwell
in godliness and follow the pursults of peace, we resvectfully sdbmit this
vetition and shall mimbly pray,

Sigred vy the deputation of the fhennonite Church,
L.J.Burkrclder, Moderator, Markham Ont,
Davlid Bergy, Secretary, hcw Dundee Ont.
S.F.Coffman, Vineland Ont
nson Greh, Petrelia, Ont,

In connection with the sentiments expressed lr the accompanying pe-
tition of the Mennonltes of the Ontarlo and Alberts-Saskatchawar Conference
We, the representatives of the Amlsh Mennonite congregatliors of Waterlco,
Oxford and Perth Counties, desire to express ourselves Iin verfect accord
ard rereby joirn in the petition for a continuance of the recognitlion of
our falth by the present Government,

Signed by the dcputatio* of the Amisk Mennonite Church,
Christian Gasche, Baden Ont.
Jacob R, Bender, Tavistock On
Jacob S, Bender, Tavisteck On
Sarmue! Bender, New Harburg On
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I0M. xo 1, R¥. SNRVICE,

1. Yo Medical mxammaf.lovz necd be l"?‘??! i _exenntion,
@, More than one chim made Q¢ Bade . on fom, If clains are
just mark them on appllcamﬁmﬁunffw your crurch.
8. Fathers who cannot vote in this glection may~dlalm exemption for son
who 1s under 21, at election time, if son 13 not member of cbumh.
4, Parcnts may make clain for exemvtion of any son necded at home,
5. Vake clalm for exemption at post offlce, on nlank form provided Ly Post
Master, before November 8, or soon as noes:ible,
6, Certificate of Church membershly is not necded in making avplicat ion for
: exenption; be provided with certificate whn called before Exemption Tribund
3 o or after November 38, ,

7. Remembor that our Churek forblds it members engaging in any fom of
sgpvice under the military amm of the dovernment, and do not slgn pavers
requiring such scrvice before knowing what the decilslon of the Goverment
i3 cneerning the standing of the Church on this noint, Before gi¥: any
eonsent for non-combatant service you may apveal t¢ a higher tribunal, :
-8, In case your clainm for exempilon is disalowed you huave a higbcr Tribunal
to whicr you may mpopeal..

2. Do not promise orally or in any other way to conslder hospltal transvort
. Or other service 1n the army. Our’ crurca is unitedly opposed to all service
n the amy,
10. Take witk you before the Exemption Teibunal evlidence in mmn of all .

r clains for éxerption,

Some maiters are yet before the Goverment for decislen, Pray for the
ac that 13 dear to our hearts and spiritual wellifare.
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COPY PF REPLY FROM SECRETAFY OF STATE OF

Ottawa, October 12th, 1917,

I anvreciatec very much your letter of

October. The Prime Minister and myself, representing

vernment, were vcery gald indeed to mect yourmd your friends

and confer with you on the important subject brought before
us.

Your understanding of our vositon 135 set out:
your letter and 13 falrly correctly »xaxgd exprcssed.

nswering your application for conles of the
Various statutes to be sent $o your pecple, I have pReaure
in glving IN3LrUCYiong, today, to My Secretary that these
be sent as asked for,

Yours very truly,

Signed, Arthur Melighen.

S.F.Coffrnan, E3q.

Vineland,
ont.
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Vineland Ont. Oct. 12, 1917.

The Members of the War Resolutlions Cognittee
of General Conference.

Dear Bretlhren:- Greeting.
The petition to the Premier of Conada was
drawn up and a copy sent to Broter Daniel Kauffman, and approved. Since
that time the Elections Act was vassed by the Government and the time for
the calling of the first class of amy recruits was so near at hand that
our Brethren here completed and presentcd the Appeal to the Govermment of
Canada &n Councll as herein enclosed, on Oct.ll.
our conditions here being somewhat peculiar we followed the gmeral plan
of the apneal to the President of the Unilted 8tates and included ttems or
changed phrases so as to meet the conditlons here. We trust that our actim
may meet with your approval.We did not purposely ignore the General
Conference Committe, In seeming to do do we beg your forbearance, as lack
of time predluded getting the apovroval of all,
our positlion here is practically the same as those of our Brethren
in the United Statcs as to the opligation of noncombatant service. The
Russian Mennonites and Doukobors are entlirely exempt from mllitary service
In any form and are not at all effec®d by the present act. Owing to the £a8
fact that the quota of men reqired by the Government at the present time wl
wili be filled by the first call of the Govermment, including only the
first class, - unnmarried men _and widowe"o without crl1d n, batweern u.c
ages of 20 and 84, allowing for all possible exemptions, and allowing fo"
the filling of all ranks that migrt be classed as noncombatant by those
who are not consciencélious objectors, none of our brethren are likely to
be held or called for any form of service. This is the opinion expressed
by the Govermment when we met with them., In case any of our yocung nen
would be liable to be called for such service the Gavernment has kindly

 expressed willingness to consider the matter with us again,

our deputation was kindly reccived and given a considerate hearing
and an assurance that all that was possible would be done for our peoprle
under our peculiar circumstances, While we feel that the Government will g¥
give us practical exemption we feel that our poeple should be placed in
the class of those who, for consciencious reasohs, object to all forms of
ard any connection with war of any kind or any connection with any kind of
military organization, and be granted complete exemption from all milltary
service whatsoever. While we Jave clearly stated our position and cadled
the attention of the Govermment to these facts we do not expect that our
desires can be 1mmediately comceeded on account of present conditions, but
hope that ocur plea may z®® be consldered at a later and we hove early
time.

Kindly look over the petition and suggest your improvements so that if
we should agin be required to meet with the powers that be we nay have
your assistance at hand.,

Pray for us as we do for you in these tryling times,

Deputation, Yours in falth,for the COmmlttee,
. ergi c. Crhristlian Gascho anlie = n e"
° » & LI hl s Y u l ‘1
ﬁngogo ;gg;. Daniel R Bender Sarmuel Be
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