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Copy. A

: Vineland Ont., Octovber 22nd, 1917,
To the Prime Minister of Canada, :
The Honourable Sir Robers Borden,

House of Parliument, Ottawa.

Honourable 3ir:-

Kindly allow me, as th¢ representative of the Mennonite
Chureh of Ontario, the Albcrtia-Baskatehewan Conforence and othep Cong rega~
tions of like falth with us, to addrcssyou with refcrence to the recont
Proclanation culling out the men comprlsed in clauss I as described by the
Milltary Bervice Act, and also with regard 0 the provosed regulations as.
referrcd %0 In the daily pavers of QoSoboe l8th,

The recent Proclamation decms all men ¢alled "To be soldlegrs in sre
rllitary service of Cunado,save as thé satd Aot othorwlse providod,.” It
Becma that this proviso exemnts from *"Conbasant serviee® only, the adhcr-
ents of seliglious denominations whose grecd forblda Meonpatant® scovice,
and rolds for ™Mon-combutani® sevice us soldlers "on leave of absence
with-ut puy.® In this rcsncet tre Proclamation secms %0 us to contravene
the artlcles of falth of our Chech, and its nembérs would thus be nade to
transgress 18 principlcs and practices which have neen naintdned
during the centuries pass, :

In view of the fact that the “overnnent conslderss the nenmoburs of cur
Cruch eligable for non-combatant service und statos vhe position of non-
Sﬁﬁgﬂiéﬁﬁ Crurches as opposcd to "combatantscevice,” we beg that our po-
sition be regarded in the 1ight of the "Stutiment of our position” which
was placed in the hmrds of the Govirnnent along with cur netition of oOcto-
ber 1lith, in which 1t 13 statcd Shi "We ouinos particinate in war in any
fom; that ls, to ald or abet war whether in compatant or non-conmbatant
capacity."

The Governnent has alrcudy glven recognltion to those peincinle s which
we hold as vital to cur falth and 1ife as follweres of Chelst, in excepting
from the Mlliitary 8ervice Act cesrtaln religlous bodles, the first of which
mentloned were granted total exempilon oy an order in Quncell as a sosile
of our having enjoyed such exemption under the Govermment of Canada. Our
clalns for totul exemptlon arc ldentiacul witk those of the one class gxced
ed belng bused upon the sane arsleles of falth of the Mennonitc Chusch,

We rcallze that conditlions are such that she Govermment foels the nced
cessity of taking excentional neans in order %0 mect the noeds of .11, We
have borm und are willing to buar and share in the burdena and nrivations
that all are experienceiny, and we feel that 1t has no% boen the -nmuirnose of
the Govemnent to impose on any of t3 citizens the noast grievous sorrow
of belng devrived of those rellglous liberiles which have bcen onfimed
to thenm durling other toing veriods in the history of Canada; but, milltasy
duty unde~ the military arm of the fdovernment muld nean to us an excent-
fonai hardshlyp and would not be in harmony woth the recognition secorded
our peonle in the mst.

The Canadlan Press Desvatehces of October 18th state tht in new regula-~
tlons to be issued shortly, "A Local Teibunal i not o allow an annlicastin
for exemptlon on consclentlous grounds unless tre applicant
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signifies in weiting kls willingness to,pocform when requlired, non-com-
batant woerk or service, including scevice in the Amy Medieal Corpsc, the
Amy Dcrvice Corpse and Mecanieal Trunsnort., " This may be an ¢oronecus
statonent of intcerorotation, In cuse such atiestation werc reqhiloed of any
nenwcr of the Mennonlte Churdh 1t woculd be understood by the Chusekr to be
cqulvelent to a voluntary enlistment in the amy scrvice and hence a de-
rnial of the pr-fession of his falt: which he holds as wital %0 his spirit-
ual welibe ing ond eternal sulvation., It 13 understood thut we do not con-
sider non-combatant service an alternative for combatant scr vice for our
peonle, since we esteem both as scrvice In the amy which i3 organized for
the prosccoutlion eof war. We most camestly deslre that no such ettcutation
will be expceted of any nembor of our Crureh,

By the Elections Aet our perbers aoc dlaf ranchlzed, tenposarily; by the
Military Service Act they are mrtiully exemnt & fronm service., While we
foeel there 13 ene Inequailty botween the sacrificd of privileges and
thg service demanded, we d¢ not wish to hold shis wainst the Governments
we but deslre thy thoere may be o unifosm pocognition of our falth. We do
not ask for enfranchlscment at this tiee, since matters of war are inconsis
tant with our profcssion of falth; we ask only that we nay enjoy thut which
it has evidently boen sthe purpose of the Govermnent to grant us,- frecdom
fron milltary scrvice.

In cue pecent inteevicw, Homouruble 51 Robert, with wursclf and the
Hoourable Aethur Mclghen, then Secreiary of State, the quostion of non-
combatant service wus brought $o cur ationtion. It was then advised tha b
the natter be held In aborunce wntil mich a tine as whon such service would
be called for, and, that at such a tine ocur neonie would be ugln consulted
vegarding such scevice. In pecons govemnostal changes these matiers nay
rave been ove rlocked, Our people arc comblying with the regulations for.
claiming exennption., The vital i{ssue 18, that, when they anpear bofore the
Exenvsion Tribunals, witk vrover credentiuls from ninlsters and bilshops,
they whall be required %o attest for amy scovice of o non-combatant
charscter and under the miles of the Chach they shall not be anle to do .
We trast that this wlll cecclve the eamest consideration of yourself and
rour Govemment, and that there may be at that tine no occaslon for felotin
between our govermment .nd gus young nen aho are menbers of the Church,

Wo deaire t0 do no act thutmyy be constmued as Insubord inaton, »cocl-l-
ion or dlsloyalty In any form. We hve al vays endoavorcd o prove oursclves
a3 worthy und honorable eltlzens of this land, ndeavoring by our honest
labors and falthful duiles to support the naton and 1ts laws, respecting
our law-Bakers and milers. It i3 our desice %0 continue Lo rcanect aund
H nos our Govermmens and L0 bear ous pagt of the natlions busdens, focling
that 1t 13 not the cost of our bllood and life that witholds us fron. ghars
ing In the millitary burden, but rather that thore are other worthy scov-
ices In which we may consclentlously and effcctlively ehguge for the wel-
fare of our country und fellow-men while Faltkfully following the teacking
and exagple of Cheist our Lord. :

#

Host roapectfully and humbly, I am, 8ir,

Your gurvant who deoth humbly pray,

For the Connmittec.
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COPY,

To the Prime Minister of Canada,
Trhe Honourable Sir Robert Borden,
House of Parllament, Ottawa.

Honourable Sir:-
Kindly alliow me, as the representatlive of the Mennonite
Cchurch of Ontario, the Alb:crta-Saskatchawan Conference and other Congrega
tions of llke falth wlth us, to address you wlih reference to the recent
Proclamation caliing out the men comprised in class I as described by the
Military Service Act, and also with regard to the proposed regulations as
referred to in the dally papers of October 18th,

The recent Proclamation deems all men called, "To be soldiers in the
military service of Canada, save as the sald Act otherwise provided." It
seens tht thés proviso exennis from®Combatant® service,only,
and rolds for "Non-combatant® service as scldlers "on leave of absence
without pay, the adrerents of religlous derdéminatlons whose creed forblds
"Combatant"scrvce, In thls respect the Proclamation seems to us to con-
travene the artleles of falth of our Church, and its members would thus
be made to transgress it principles and practices which have been
malntained during the centuries past,

In view of the fact that the Gove mment cmnsiderss the mermbes of our
Church ellgable for non-combatant service and states the positlion of non-
resistant Churches as opvosed to "Combatant service", we beg ghat our vo-
sition be regrded in the light of the "Statement of Our Position" which
was placed In the hands of the Government along with our petition of Octo
ber 1lth, in which it is stated that "We cannot particlipate in war in any
capacity,."”

The Govermment has already glven recognition to those princinles whid
we Lpi#®vital to our falth and life as followers of Christ, in excepting
from Military Service Act certain religlous bodles, the first mentiocned
of which were granted total exemption by Order in Councll as a result
of our having enjoyed sueh exemption inder the Govermment of Canada. Our
clalms for total exemption are ldentical with those of the one class e€X-
cepted, being based upon the same articles of falth of the. Mennonite Chumk

We reallze that condlitions are such that the Government fee!s the ne-
cessiiy of taking exceptional means in order to meet the needs of all. We
have borne and are willing to bear and share in the burdens and vrivations

that all are experlencing, and feel that i1t has not been the parpose of
the CGove nment to impose on any of its citizens the most grievous sorrow
of beling deprived of those religious libertles which have been confimed
to then during other trying periods in the history of Canada; but, milita-
ry duty under the military arm of the Government woudld mean to us an ex-
ceptional hardship and would not be in harmony with the recognidion
accorded our veople in the past.

The Canadéan Press Despatches of October 18th state that in new regula-

tions to be 1ssued shortly, "A Local Tribunal is not to allow an apvlica-
tion for exemption on consclentiocus grounds unless the applicant
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Prime Minister.--2.

signifies in writing his willingness to verform, when required, non-com-
batant work or service, Including service in the Army Medical Corpse, the
Army Service Corpse and Mechanical Transport.® This may be an errcneous
statement or interpretation. In case such atiestation were required of awy

menber of the Mennonite Church 1t would be understocd By the Church to be
equlvalent to a voluntary enlistmengt in the army service and hence a de-
nial of the profiession ef hls faith which he holds as vital to his spirit-
ual wellbeing and etamal salvation, It 1s undecstood that we do not con-
slder non-combatant service an alternative for combatant service for our
veovle, s3ince we estecen both as service in the army which is ergamized for
the prosecutlon of war. We most earnestly desire tht no such attestatlon
will be expected of any member of our Church,

By the Elections Act our members are disenfranchised, temporarily. by
the Military Service Act they are vartially exempted from service. While
we feel that there 1s some 1nequslity between the sacrifice of priviceges:s

and the service demanded, we do not wish to hold thls against the Govern-
ment; we bwt desire that there muay be a uniform recognition of our falth,
We do not ask for enfranchisement at ‘this time, d nce matters of war are
Inconslistant withk the profession of our falth; we ask only th:t we may en-
Joy thait which 1t has evidentlybeen the purvose of the Governnent to
grant us,- freedom from military service,

In our recent Intcrview, Honourable Sir Robert, with yurself and the
Honouranle Arthur Melghen, then Secretuiry of State, the guestion of non-
conbatant service was brouglt to our attention. Tt wa3s then advised tht
the matter be held in abeyance untll such a time as when such service wold
be cilled for, and, &hat at suck a time ocur peo ple would be agdn consult-
ed regarding such service. In recent governmental changes these matters
may have been overlooked., Our v@ ple are complying with the regulations for

clel ming exemptlion, The vital issue is, that, when thev appear before thre
"Exemptl on Tribunals, with vroper credential from ministers and bishops,
they shall be required to attest for army service of a non-combatant
character and under the rules of the Church they shall not be able to do
so. We trust tla.t this will recelve the earnest eonsliideration of yourself
and your govemnment, and that there muy be at that time no occasion for
friction between our governnent and our young men who are mnembers of
the Chiroch.,

We desire to do no act that rmay be construed as insubordination, rebel
lion or dlsloyalty in anvy fom. We have always endcavorcd to prove our-
s¢elves as worthy cltizens and honouravle, endeavoring by pue henest
labers and faithful duties to suvport the nation and 1ts laws, resmcting
ur law-makers and rulers, It 1s our desire to continue to respect and
honer our Government and to bear our part In the nations burdens, feeling
that 1% 18 not the eest of our blecd and life that witholds us from shar-
ing in the military burden, but rather that there are other wirthy serv-
ices In which we may conscientlously and effectively engage for the wel-
fare of our country and fellow-men while falthfully following the teach-
ing and example of Christ our Lord, :

Most respectfully and humbly, I am, Sir,
Your servnat whe doth humbly pray,

Signed, s.F.Ceffman.

For the Committee

el -ssiiicoidiaien e T oo e S S e e




Mennonite Archives of Ontario -
™
mq:g:ms EXEMPT FROW MILITARY SGERVICE. e
A reply fo our letter of Oct. 22, to the Prime ¥lnlster asking for
total evemvtid.- from military service has been received from the Demriment
of Justice and stated that "NMennonltes are excluded from the opeattion of
the Act and have no duty to perform the stunder; alse that the natier has
been thoroughly discussed by the Military Servliee Councll and the oninign
now 13 that 1f Mennonlies should be prasccuted for non-compitante with the
Aet, the answer to the prosceution would be that they are ¥ennonites, and o
the proof of the fact, undaibtcdly the prosecution wauld be dlamlssed.”
8ince most, If not all, of our voung men who arc called have aleady
registered for exenpdtlion they will not be nrosecuted and they should all
aonear before the Axemption Teibunals when called and rresent thelr Church
Membe rship Certiflcates, whercuvon they should be dlamlssed by the Boards
as excented from the ¥llitary Service Agt.

A% U8 ghank God for thls liberty and show gratitude towaed the Govern-
ment for the fuvor and loyalty toward the Church and good will toward all
men and esveclally toward the suffering world,

: : The Cormittee, ve S.F.C,

R e sianess
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Bibkle Schonl

Hesston, Rusnios, Oct. 23,1917,

S.F.Coffman,
Vineland, Ont.

Dear Brother, Greeting in His name:——

I received the Appeal the Canadian bret ' ren made to the
government for military exemption, and have no objections to file

whatever.

It seems the Canadian government is more gracious and con-—
siderate than that of the United States in this matter, for which
your brethren neced to be thankful. Some of our boys in camp here
are experiencing some very severe trials. The other Sunday a number
of the Russian Mennonite boys who refused to work on Sunday were taken
out by under officers, knocked dowm andpounded until-  they agreed to
work, Some areyielding and areputting on the uniform. It seems that
it is the scheme of those who have then in charge to use every means
to trap them and get them into the ranks before the president decides
what is to be done with them.

We have visited Camp Funston three times and are trying to do
what we can for the boys. They need our sympathy, prayers and all the
help we can give them.

With best wishes, I remain,
' Yours in His service,

DeHeBender
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Vineland Ont. O¢tober, 24, 1917,
Asa -Bearss,
Ridgeway Ont.

Dear Brother:- Grecting,

Your lutter eccclved. Since that time theoe has
bcen a new - revort concerning the exemntion of trose who have consclentious
objections to combatant sedlce. chuluthhs about %o b¢ published say that
no exemntion claln will be acknowledged unless the applicant signs in
writing a willingness to do non-combatant service when called for,

Tris'lu agalnst the nrineiples of the church. Brother Burkholder, our Wod-
e2ator has uun;;ncﬂ me tre task of corrcsvonding #ltr the. Govenment on
these volnts and I have sent him a led¢tcr to he avnroved and forwarded to
the Prime¢ Ministeér, I am énclosing o cony for vyouraelf. Also a 1little
8lip which we are sending to our minlsters a3 advice to ocur yvoung nen
subject to the call, -

We wil! be pleased to give -all the help we ban L0 our non-resistant
Brethren and trust that they wlll dlso helvn ua in our nrobleng and unite wit
with us 1n vraver tha.t we may be patient and steadfast for the truth and
oray also for the welfarc of our Governnent, and thé neace of the world,

It may bé hat our crhuren und.otfcra will make MNov. 4 a.day of péuyef for
our. young mnen and‘othufs whoas¢ falth will be t72led when they are called
pefore tre Exenption tribunals. and for the many who will be compellcd to
Z0 1nto army scrvice agafnst trhelr wills. We slaald not forget any w#ho ave
suffprin: in~the e ddys of srcss Qnd atrife. Thanking you for your help

and sumpathy 1 a,

P nalah, ) - gy o gl ;

e
/
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Virneland Ont., Ovt. 24, 1917.
Aaeon Loucks, ;
Scottdale Pa.

Dear Brother:- Greeting.

Please find enclosed a gopy of the Proclamation
under which we arce now endcavoring to regulate ouselves and clalm
excmoption frm service for our young men. The 1l:ssue 13 not clear. The
Govermnent wil! "ohdonbt apoly all the vressure vossible in érdxr to
force us to co,nly with the non-gombatunt regulations.

The enclosed copy 18 of a lettor jJust ruccntiy sent to the Prime
Minlstes. We are not calllng for a statement but are placing our po-
sition bef rc the Oovernment as we are situated by thelr regulations, Wé
40 mnet have liborty of consclence and frecdom of worshin and that is wrat
wWe duﬁlrc. We leave Lt Jiih the Qovemongn to extricate themgelves and
us foon'zrc tonzle, and pray for the overrmling providence of God to
Feln us and enable us 0 be steadfust in oyr falth.

A also enclosing a not o our minlsters $o instruct the young brethren

B

a3 to thelr dutlies o the Governent and to the Church.

/

Pray for us as we alag prdy for you and the breth ren
who are in difficukties on your slde of the line.

Tonirs in falsh;
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THERE is that scattereth, and yet in-
creaseth; and there is that withhold-
eth more than is meet, but it tendeth to
poverty. The liberal soul shall be made
fat: and he that watereth shall be wateren

also himself.—Prov. 11: 24, 25.
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OFFICE OF
THE PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STA™E
'/ FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS g
CANADA.

Ottawa, 31st October, 1917.

Dear Sir,

I have your letter of October 22nd, addressed
to the Prime Minister, asking that members of the Mennonite
Church of Ontario, and cthers of 1like faith, be exempted
from both combatant and non-combatant war service.

At the request of the Prime Minister, I am bring-
ing the matter to the attention of the Chairman of the Mili-
tary Service Council, from whom you will no doubt hear in

due eourse.

i

3. F. Coffman,

-~ ~
O'«L' F

Vineland,

Duntario.
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COPY,

MILI™RY SERVICE BRANCH
130 Sparks St.

=
[y
3
)

Ottawa, October-31, 1901

Sip: Military
With reference to your letter of the 17th Instant,

t¢c the Right Honourable Sir Robert Borden, G.C.M.G., as to

k] s are excepted

service Ac

ctr
-

3

addre ssed
the position

’
of the Mennonites, I have to inform yyu that Mennonite
from the Above Act and have no duty to persform in connection therewith.

In 8 former letier to
that (@&re would be ne objection to ng
order to obtaln a proper Exemption Certifigate, with a view to relleving
shen of any annoyancd ar embarmasment thi:t night occur if they were
prosecuted for not complyong with the Act. After further conalderation,

o

member of your scctht, I suggested
Mennonites claiming exemption in

the MBilitary Service Council has cmme tc the conclusion that even this 1s
not necessary, as the answer i1c any uch prosectition would be prcof that -
the verson so peosecuted was g in fact a Mennonite and, therefore, outslde
the Act altogether,

I think this will put an end to all doubts on

the subject.
I rave ihie honour to be,

8lre,
Your obedlent scrvant,

Sigreaqd, E.
Deputy
J.L,Byer, Esq,,
Markhan,
Ohtario.

L. Newconbe

Mirister of Justice.

‘*3U0 PUBTOUTA
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COPY.,
Office of
The Parliamentary Secretary of State

for External Affal rs

Canada.

w0
Q
fd
w
c*

ottawu, October, 1917.
I have your letier of October 22nd, addressed
tc the Prime Minister, askingffgf that members of the Mennonite
Church of Ontarlo, and otrers of like fdth, be exempted
from both combatant and non-combatant war service.
At the request of the Prime Min ster, I an bring-
ing the matter ¢o the attention of the Chal rman of the Milltary
Sérvice Counclil. from whom you will no doubt hear in

due coursé.

Yours very truly,

Signed, Hugh Clark.
8. F. Coffman, Esq.,
Vineland,

ntario.
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Covlies of revnlies to letter to Prine Minister.

COPY. Office of
Parliamentary Secretary of St
for Bxtermal Affalrs.

Ottawa, Octcber 31st, ROL17,
Dear Sir, _ :
I Pave yvour letter of @Qrgemegy £8nd Octcber addressed to the
Prime Minlster askirng that members of the Mernnornlite Church of Ontarle anc
otlers of like fulil, be exenpted from combatant and nom-combatant
war service.
At tre request of the Prime Mirister I an bringing the matter te
tre attertlon ef the Chalrman of the Military Service Councll, from whom
you will no deubt hear in due course.

Yours very truly,
S.F.Coffrar, Esq. Signed, Hagh Clark.
Vireland,

Rt .

COPY. Military Service Branch.
130 Sparks Streect.

Dera.rtment
of
Justice, ' ttawa, 3rd November, 1817,

S,F.Coffman, Eaq.,
Vineland Ons. Military Service Act,

_—

With further referemre to your letter of the 22nd Inst,, addressed
to the Rlght Honburable the Prime Minister of Canada, I have to infom ve
that under paragraph 7 of the Schedule of Exceptieons to the above Act,
Merrorites are excluded from the operation of the Act and have no duty to
verform thereunder,

in a former letier to an adherent of your sect, 1 suggested that any
Mennorite might claim exemption on the ground of his belng excluaed by
paregroeph 7, with a vliew to relieving him of any annoyance which might be
cavsed by prosecuticn after the 10tk Inst., for noncompliance with the
Act, tre production of the counterfoil being sufficlent answer to an
erqulry, Slnce expressing th.t opinlon the matter has been thorougk ly
discussed by the Military Service Council and thre ovinion now is that if
Merronites should be prosecuted for non-comnlisnce with the Act, tre
erswer to tle prosecution would be that they are Mennonites, and on the
procf of the fact undoubtedly tre prosecution would be dismissed,
1 thirk thris fully covers the contents of your letier and your mind
nay now be at rest on the whole subject,
I have the honor t¢ be
Biy,
Your obedient servant,
Slgned, E., L., Newcombe,
Deputy Minister of Justice.
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. Gertified Bopy of a Report of the Committee of the Privy Council, approved
s By His BExcellency the Governor General on the 13th day of August, 1873.

The Comméttee of €M¥hcil have had under consideration the annexed
memorandum, dated July 28, 1873, from the Honourable the Minister of
Agriculture, stating that he has made an arrangement with certain delegates
from the Mennonites seitled in South Russia in view of their formal an-
nouncement to him of their intention to settle, together with the Mennonite
coldnists whom they represent, in the Frovince of Manitoba, and submitting
for Your Excellency's approval the terms of the said arrzngement as set
forth in the said annexed memorandum,

The Committee advise that the arrangement so made be sanctioned.
(Signed) Rodolphe Boudreau,
Clerk of the Priyy Council.

Secret.

e undersigned has the honour to report that he has made an ar-
rangemnt with the following named delegates from thr Mennonites settled
in South Russia,in view of their announcement to him in their joint letter
of the 23rd July, instant, of their intention to settle together with the
Mennonite colonists whom theybrperesent, in the Province of Manitoba:
David Klaasen, delegate of Henboden colony; Jacob Peters, delegate of Bebg-
thar colony; Heinrich Wiebe, dclegate of Bergthar colony; Cormelius Jows,
delegate of grienfield colony:=-

The arrangement made is to the follwing effect:-

lst. That an entire exemption from any military service, as is pro-
vided by law and @rder in ¥ouncil, will be granted to the denomination of
Christians called Menninites.

2nd. That eight townships will be reserved, under the Order in
Council passed on the 3rd March last, in the Province of Manitoba for free
grants on the conditions of settlement, as is provided in the Dominion
lands Act, that is to szy: "Any person who is the head of a family or
has attained the age of 21 years, shall be entitled to be entered for ome-
quarter section or a less quantity of unagpropriated Dominion Lands, for
the purpose of sevuring a homestead rightlBespectkxm theredf .,

3rd. The said reserve of eight townships to be for the exclusive
use of the Mennonite settlers, and the free grants of one-quarter section
to considét of 160 acres as provided by the Act.

4th, That should the Mennonite settlement extend beyond the eight
townships set aside by the Order in Council of 3rd March lazt, other
townships will be reserved to meet the full requirements ofn Mennonite
imnigration.

5th. If next Spring the Mennonite settlers, on viewing the eight
townships set aside for their use, should prefer to exchange them for any
other eight townships unoccupied, such exchange will be allowed.

6th, That, in addition to the free grant of one-quarter section to
every person over 2i years of age, on condition of settlement, the right

to purchase the remaining three-quarters of the section at one dollar

per acre is granted, as provided by law, so as to complete the whole section,

7th. That the Mennonite settler, will receive a patent for a free grant
after .three years residence, in accordance with the terms of the Dominion
Lands Act.

8th, That, in the event of the death of the settler, the lawful heirs
can calim the pate nt for the free grant, upon proof that the settlement
duties for three years have been performed.

9th., That from the moment of occupation the settlers acquire a
"homestead Right".in the land.
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10th, That the Mennonites willm have the fullest privilege of exercis-
ing their religious prinei.les, and educating their clhildren in schools,
as provided by law, without any kind of molestation or restriction whatever.,

11lth., That they will have the privilege of affimming, instead of
making affidavit, as is provided by law.

12th. That the Government of Canada will undertake to furnish Passenger
Warrents from Hamburg to Fort Garry For Menhtnite families of good cher-
acter for the sum of $30 per every person over the age of eight years, half
price, or $15,for persons under the age of eight years, and for infants
under one year, $3.

13th. That the arrangement as to price shall not be changed during
the seasons of 1874! éSgB and 1876,

14th,. That, if arrangement is changed after the year 1876, the
price shall not, subject to the approval of Parliament, for a period
to ext-nd to the year 1882, exceed $40 per adult, and for children in
proportion,

15th. That the immigrants shall be provided with provisions during the
portion of their journey between Liverpool and Collingwood; but that during
dhhr portions of their journey they are to find their own prowisions.

He respectfullyb recommends that the arrangement as hereinbefore
recited with the Mennonite delegates be concurred in,

The whole respectfully submitted.

(Sgd.) J. H. Pope,
Minister of Agriculture.
Department of Agriculture,
Ottawa, 28th July 1873.

Note:#
This copy is made from a copy of the repor of the Order ip Counecil
sent to me from the Department upon request. You will also be able to
find the same, or & reaort of the Privy Council to the Governor Generel,
in a Pamphlet in the “Yerman and English language, entilled "Wichtige
Dokumente", published by B. Ewerts, Gretna Manitoba, 1917.
I would advise the use of this for official purposes only. Our
maimtaining the cafidences of the Government at such times as this is
most important. - S. F. C.
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This & a part of a Report of the Committee of the Privy Counecil
aporov d by His Gmcellency the Governoy Genmeral on the 6th December, 1898,

------ After reviewing the negotiations which the Doukhobors had
with the British Government and stating the nature of the People and theid
thrigty habits their desirability as citizens, the report says,-

"But as from fAgif religious doctrines they are averse to bearing arms,
an exemption whiech the Russian Government has refused t0 co ntenance, they
have been permitted by the latter to de part from Russia,"”

"The Minister, under the circumstances, and considering that the
Doukhobors would sppemr Lo be a most desirable class of seitlers to locate
upon the vacant IAnds$ Dominion lands in Manitoba and the North West Ter-
ritories, is of the opinion thatit is expedient to give the fullest as-
surances of absolute immunity from military service in the event of their
settling in this country.

"The minister submits that subsection 3 of section 21 of the Militia
Act, chapter 41 of the Revised Statutes of Canada, contains the followlng
provision:-

'Every person bearing a certificate from the society of Quakers,
Mennonites or Tunkers, and every inhabitant of Candsa, of any religious
@noninatéon, otherwise subject to military duty, who, from the doctrines

: of his religion, is averse to bearing arms and refuses personal military 1
geevice, shall be exempt from such servéce when balloted in time of pesce
or war upor such conditions and under such regulations as the Governor in
Council from time to time prescribe,’

"The Minister recommends that under the power vested in Your Excelency
in Council by the above providion, the doukhobors, upon the production in
each case of a cortificate of membership from the proper authorities of
settling permanently ijn Canada, be exompted unconditionally, from scrvice
in the Militia, upon the production in each case of a certificate of ,
membership from the vroper authorities of their commurnity, '

"The Committee submit the same for Your Excelleney's approval.

(Signed) Rodolphe Boudreaun,
Clerk of the Privy Counecil.






