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seal. MILITARY SRRVICE BRANCH,
Bepartment 130 Spasrks S5%.,
A

Justice,

Ottawa., 2nd Hovember, 1917.

8. P. Coffman, Laq.,
Vineland Ont,

Sir,~ Militory Srrvic ) Ao, 1917.
With further relference to your leiter of ¥he
22pd Instant, addresged to the Right Honourable the rrime Minister of
Canada, I hav: 0 inform you that under the paragraph 7 of the
Soheduls of Bmeceptions to the above Aet, Meunonites are excluded from
%he operation of tha Aet, and have no duty %o parform thersundor.

In a former lebter %o an adherent of your Hect, I suggested that
any idennonite might claim ¢ xemption on the ground of his belag
gxeluded by par aﬂ*anh 7, with & view %o rwlanIng him of ang ammoyvance

whigh nigh be cauged by proseeution after vhe th instant for non-
eompliance with the Aet, the production ¢f The DUHME}YLO L1 being
sufficient answe: to the inguiry.. Sinee expressing that ginion
the matter has been thoroughly discucsed L) the Military Pervice Couneil
and the opinlon now ig that is Men Vuwt shouhd be prosecuted ior non~
gompliance with “Hm Act, the canswer to the prosectition worla be that
they arc Mennonite and on proof of the fect, undoubiedly tThe pros-

Ue

ecution would he vl,ﬂi S8l
I have the homounr to be,
DAr.
Your obedient servemt,
\ Bigned) B, L. Neweombe,

DESUTY MINISYLZR OF JUSTI

¥
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monites are excluitd
and have no duty to

In a former letter to an aahcrent of your
S8ect, I suggested that any liennonite might claim exemp tion
on the eround of his being excluded by paragraph 7, with
a view to relieving him of any annoyance which might be
wwh%u¢ by pTCLU"”41uﬂ after the 10th instant for non-
the production of the counterit
to an enguiry. since ex i
wa bﬁeq 1 ‘

&
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AN Fac
dennonites,
prosecution v
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I think this fully covers the contents of your

o 4. 1

letter and your mind may now be at rest on the whole
subject.
I heve the honour to be,

C2wn
Rid
HACH/ BL Your obe 1/ ent servent,

A//MJ,

DEPUTY MINISTER OF_ JUSTICE.
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COPY.

Seal, :
Deartment MILITARY SERVICE BRENCH

of 130 Sparks Strect.
Justice

Ottawa, 3rd November, 1917.
8. F, Coffman, Esq.,
Vineland Ont.

sir,- Military Service Act, 1917.

With further reference to yur &tter of the

stant, addressed to the Right Honourable the Prine
» of Canada, I have to inp rm yocu that under
paragraph 7 of the Schedule of Exceptions to the above
Act, Mennonites are €xcluded from the operation of the
Act, and have no duty to perfom thereunder,

In a former letter to an adherent of your
Sect, I suggested that any Mennonite might claim exemnvti on
on the ground of his being excluded by paragraph 7, wlth
a view of relieving him of any annoyance which might be
caused by prosecution after the 10th instant for non-
compliance with the Act, the 7roduction of the counterfolil
being suffieient answer to an enquiry. 8ince expressing
that opinion the matter has been thoroughly discussed by
the Military Service Council and the opinion now is tht
if Mennonites should be prosecuted for non-comvilisnce with
the Act, the answer to the vrosecution would ve tht they
are Mennonites, and on proai¥ of the fact, undubtedly
the prosccution would be dismissed, ‘

I think this fullt overs the wmntents of vour b
letter and your rnind may now be at rest on the whole
subject.

I mive the ronor to be,
Sir,
Your obedlent servant,
Signed, B. L. YNewcombe,

BEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICK.
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MENNONITES EXEMPT FROM MILITARY SERVICE,

A reply to our letter of Oct. 228 to the Prime Minlster asking for to tal

exemptiorn from military service has been recelved from the Bepartment of
Justice and stated that "Mennonnit s are exclud ed from the operation of
the Act, and have nc duty to perform the reunder:” aldo that "the Matter has
been troroughly diseussed by the Military Service Council, amd the opinion
now is, that if Mennonites are brosecuted for non-compliance withk tgﬁ Act,
the answer to the prosecution would be that they are Mennonites, and the po
proof of the fact wndoub tedly the prosecution wuld be dismissed,"

Since most, if not &ll, of our young men who are called have already
registered for exemption they will not bve prosecuted, and they should all
appear before the Exemption Tribunals when called and prescnt thelr Church
Membership certlficates, whereupon they should be dismissed by the Boards
as excepied from the Military Service Act.

Let us thank God for this liberty, show gratitude toward the Gove mment

for this favor and loyalty toward the Chmch and good will toward all men
and especially toward

tpe suffering world.— The Cormittee, pe S.F.C. 3 \/
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Copy of a Tribunal Circulap Concerning the Order in Council of
13th of August, 1873 and of 6th of December, 1898.

130 Sparks Street.
TRIBUNAL CIRCULAR No,., 11,
Ottawa Ont., 5th November, 1917,

SYNOPSIS OF ORDERS IN COUNCIL OF THE 13 AUGUST, 1873
AND 6th DECEMBER 1898,

The following synopsiis of Ordes in Dounclil of ‘August 13th 1873
and December 6th 1898 referrédd to in Excevtion 7 of the Schedule to the
Act, which deals with Mennonltes and Doukhoborps settled in Canada., IB
will be observed that these people are excepted altogether from the opera-
tion of the Act and e nsequently are not required to claim exempfion.

Synopsis of Order in Council of August 13th 1873,

The Committee of the Privy Council approved by his Excellency the
Govoener General, on the 13th day of August, 1873, passed an Order in
Council wkiz ih which an entire exemption from any military servlcéﬁgg
provided by law, was granted to the denomination of Christians called

Menronites, as thelr falth forblds the bearing of amms.

Synopsis of Order in @uncil of December 68th 1898,
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V. P

ne‘ll»frt 9'(E"3("t*%d s hear u“v'l‘,',};nu more about the matter but -was ;';UY’I'!"].,."-"‘"!
et letter a few days ago, cony aof. whaichk is enclosed.

Brother Burkholder says it is a mistake and the the¢ Minister of Justice has
confused the dssue with the positian of the Maniteoba Mennonites. But, after

all my details.as to Qutara conditons in letter o Si R~?Avthv de FYeT

»

-3
7*OP ’

an

~ould such a mistake cccur You will note that thevw speak of my letter, and

“
while I think it seems too good to he true, vet I cannot @ nceive of sych a
blunder hein; made on such aserious mestion. At any rate I -t'q.f,;;;:!r.t to send

vou copy of letter, and ny earnest hope angd prayer is that the information is

zenuine and refers to Mennonites here in Obtario.
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Vineland ont., Nev, 6§, 19k7,
L. J. Burkholder, Mod.
Markhan Ont.,

Dear Bro ther:- Gréeting in the name of Jesus, whom we praise for His

onstant mercies to us. Ww rejolce ih that we have found favor with the
Gove,mncv through His grace. The enclosed letter from the Milltary
Service Branch of the Depariment of Justice is self-explanatory. The
Menonites are recognized as a body in the Exceptions to the Military
service Act. No service whatsoever is to be required of them ., Since this
i3 the decision of the Demurtment of justive we may well set our minds at
r¢3t Oon the whole matter, I doc not like the way that the last paragraph
has been added since there seemns to be some indlcation of a loathness on
the part of some one to acknowledge tre rightecusness of our claims, out
we should express our thanks to them for the favorable in tCPU“Ltdthu
given to the clause In the act and our willingness to do our share of
service for the welfare of the country and all other countries involved
in this struggle as far as we are able.

At the same time I think that we should continue our efforts to gather
material for our furtkhrance of the claims which we have and also be ready
to zive supvort tqﬁny other bodles of our non-resistanat brethren who may
require further ald In securing the lr claims for comnlete exemption from
military screvice.,

I am sending out the enclosed note to all of thecongregutions, The
copy of the letter from the demmrtment of Justice 1s for yoursclf,

Yours in falkh,
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Vineland Ont., Nov &, 1917.
L. J. Burkholder, Mod.

Markhan Ont. .
Dear Brother:- Greeting,
" Your letters recelved and noted. You have 1likély
received my last to you. Since writing,I hrave recelved an achnowledge-
nent of our letter to the Prime Minister, which is herewlth enclosed. I
have made two coples, one for myself a nd one for yvou 3¢ that we may have
Bhe recoeds for reference, while the original 1s forwarded to the Secretary
for record,

Brother Bergey has fowarded me g covny of the Russilan Mennonite documst
which was published this year giving the records of the transactions be-
teeen themselves and the British and Canadian Govermments relative to thelr
coning inot Cgnada., It seems that In every case they re &r to the enactmen
Of certain legislation for the Mernonites previocus to the comingof thre
Russinan branch of our people. That legislatl on I3 clited to nrove the
exempion whichk the Russilans would alsc be accorded. I cuan sce no other
course for us to pursue than to appeal to the Govemment on the grounds
that total Exemption from all military service is granted us by the stat-
of Cnanda and that the present act of Parliament has virtually cancelled
the provisions which were Intended to be vervetual.

It i3 not nossible tc say when the Military Service Council will take ®
up kis matter concerning our appeal, but in the meantime I kink that we s
should find cut defindtely whait the staturces are and when they were enacted
Tris wijl hélp us to undestand the situation and al® helv us to bring it
to the Governmemtin a more intelligent me'ner, It will aso be well %o
ascertain just when the fin, ¢t appneal came to America from the Russlan
. Mennonites and when this matter was taken up by the Church here 1» thelir
beralf, I an wrlting to Bother J. F. Furk and alsoc to Bother Noah Stauffer
asking for some direct Infommati on on this ndint. Whatever you may be
able to find out by legal munsel and by histroical infomation will be of
value to our cause,

We Bve observe@ the day of prayer for this matitcr and wilicontinue %o
ppay, that we may"find favor with this man" as did Nehemiah. We pray that
the Lord may grant us this favor und that we may faithfully serve him in
all of His work and the Testimony of the xkwethe trhitk, Shall be glad for
suggestions.

Yours in falth,

$7 &
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Tesus' nane.,
ny purnose for some tine to write you, O
3 which hay srie L0 vou nd vour hope N
tr of Sister Pank, A%G
was foricd

mary vears aro and whick has comtinued during 31} LthBe vast years, Your

kone and 148 losnitality was anong the first w ol ¢ enjoved aftor leuving |
tre £olends and relatives inrinia. The menoey of those days and tke |
sleasire tlat we tren rad in our new friends willl not be f0rZOLEnN. TeE .

many cccasion of incrceasing that f£rlendship and fusther mreclating the
gonstaney~0f the 1ov v otrecrly suleit of Sister Fank nRave ot Bcon
awrfmitfal 12 Ineseasing grateful remenorances of a £ ‘fend who 15 now

rgn€ £ rom 8. Yo know that you are of meorted with the knowledge of re?

ctemal life arnd sulvation, and look forwa ~d with joy Lo 4tre time of moat-

ing apdn, whieh hone we 3¢ enjoy, out we would add thls exn:™ t,,.;i }Of

gur anpecclation of Her 11f¢ 13 a3 a testinony ‘to the fact of here

tegated and thas. agdd b ir © nfldesce of the 3ure” F ook i ok abhg e LGTe=
talned., And Af this expression of regued foOr alater Funk mayv be 6f 3ome
sonfort Lo vbu ir the lonely hours, and let you fecl that she 35111 llves
iv gome heurts and that hee 1ife 13 3t1ll bearing fuit which nay b of
sorte roroer to rer roe name, we fecl 1t but slishi service and only k pees
of 4 rreat duty and eblicatien toward you and you? fanily., Ella jolna ne I
sre exnression of ous sympathy and the a Jurance of cur vruyo»s for voug
;)c_‘n’*it‘: ot amd peace IR these davs of 807C°0W. May God confost and bless you
G Saic et

on account of rucent Military regualition by the Govennmeny A OuY

enonle sipe Included 10 the class called for nmil itary seevice, 4 1

oroviso fkot thev will pe requircd enly to peform non-coNbatant 3¢ ice wre
Jled £far. This fact ©
granted dur v nleg when shev firat sebttled In Canada and what nooyv is3iong
are made for trosc of non-resiatant falth, Seveal enacinents nx be clited,
{on as %o the Intoepretation of them,

dt thre 13 one Aiffcrence of
e are now conce med apout the s& 3 unon which the Ruassian Menonlitcs wer
military scovige and urider sacy

granted connletd exemnst : 50 4 S

0'115 sfons I Wier no act of the Govemnent can retract the vrivileges,

£ nossible I muld bpe #lad 4f you ould give me NE infomasion on the

olowing nointa, ‘

ety 3id the ussian beethren £1rat seck a hone i -U.8., anl Cansda'

. Throgugh whom did théy make thelr abneal, and %0 whom Ald thev annedl?

. @rat actlon d1d our brogheen tuke toward glving them ald?

a., What u\:'lu"r §tr the “overnments, Af any?

b, What financial :Aid‘? :

¢c. What 1".qul o8 concerming toleration of nonreesistunt ‘meinclnlesy or
what legialation was enact d tor thelr benefis, 1f anvy?

714 they r%.:ﬂ(c their oW aoveal o the Covernmet for comnle i excnntion

abd oir peonle avnear before the Govermnent for then, anft if »no, wWre?

alls for an nvestigaton as %o what con Lt ions were
.
E
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(COPY)

Military Service Act, 1917

Ottawa, Nov, 6th, 1917.

Messrs, Mc Cullough & Button
Barristers

Stouffville, Ont.

Sirs,

In roply to your letter of the 2nd instant with

reference to the status of the Mennonites, I have to inform

you that under paragraph 7 of the schedule of exceptions to

4

the above Act, Mennonites are exvressly excepted from this
Act. They have therefore no duty to perform in connection
therewith, being protected from Military Service by the
Order-in-council of the 13th of August 1873, The Mennonites
are disenfranchised by the War Time Elections Act, section 154,
page 18, An exception to this is, such Mennonites as shall

have volunteered for and been placed on active service in

the Military or Naval forces of Canada in the present war.

I have the honor to be
Sirs
Your Obedient Servant

E.L.Newcombe y

.&?,

Deputy Minister of Justice.
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Vineland ont., Yov., 6, 1017.
J.L.Byer,
Markhan Ont.

Jdear Brother and family:- Greeting in the nane of Jemuas.

Your letter wilth enclosurc recclved and glad for it. Brotrer L.J.
Burkrolder has likely informcd vou of the le ¢ whier we rcoclived £on
ttawa in reply to our last petition . It is along very asimilar lines as
that wrick you recelved, and 1t apvears that otters havey becn in comruni-
cation #ih tle Government on the sane subliect and similar replies have boen
sent out., In view of this fact I am not in the dast doubtful as to the
application whlch the Covemment 14 naking of the clause refe reing 4o
peraona excepted from the Military Serviece Act. It refers 50 all Mennon!tes

One rcason w lch, T think, they have taken for this wlde awnlication
13 the fact that the Excenting of the Russlan Mennonltes was bascd pon
previcus leglslation regarding the Sects to be exenmted from all forns of
Military secviee in Canada. This law s c‘“(ﬂ In reply 10 4 netition of the
Russlan Brethren to the. Covernemit of Canada regasding such exempion to
be guarantced to them when they should settle in thiscountev,

He™e 13 a mart of the rcport of a Comnlt tee of tre Honourable the Prly
Couricil apno.ted by the Govermor general $0 ®nslder the natter of Franting
exempilion 6o the Russluns. Trhls was in 1872, and reads as £oll ows, "Any Dee
pauor bearing a ce -*‘i’lc:,{tt fron trhe Soelety of Quakers, Mennonlres or
Turkers, or any inhabltants of Canada of any religlous d(,.,minauio i, Other-
wise subject to mllltam duty, but who, from the doetrines of hig relizion
s averse to bearing arms and refuscs personal nilivary service srall be
exennpy from suck service when ballotted in time of neace,or war, unon suck
condiyl ons and under such regulatlons as thke Governor in Council may f rom
time to time, prescribe.”

"That undoer thls@mction, \as ajove/ all the persons avove nensl ocd, and B
the Mennonlics are expressly included, are absolutcly free and cxemnnted by
theé law of Canada, from military dusy or sc rvice, either Iin time of pcace
or war.

"Rrhat the intcntion of the act in mnfuring nho" the Governor Gencral in
Council the Powecr of nmuking conditf ons or regulations was Lo enable the
Gove rmnent to provide, Af "Lw, 33ary, for the reglsiration of the excmpted
pesons In such a mantner a3 L0 Prevent versons belonging. to any othere de=~
nonination than those apécificd In the secctlor of the Act above quoted from
avolding milltary dusty ander false preierncos.®

This scens to me to be cleéar cnough. The Gove mment has not the power
to 3¢t aslde tre¢ laws us enacted unless they rathlessly withdraw perivileges
wrick bhave boe gm £ed In good falth by the Gove mnent during tre years pas
Dast. An enuactment by varllament would suvngrcecd the law, but 1t scens not
to kave been the purpose of Parliament %6 do s6. They have stased she ex- -
centions In agenerui way but have not been gpecific erough. Our claims have
boen such that the Mllitary 8erelce Council have now defined the meuning
of ih¢ Wection on exceptions and we are glad that they hve been in wteenroted
80 broadly and we belleve in justice and In the neaning of the law of
Canada, I feel that every other denemination that has held to the non-
resmta"t falth sincedely will rcceive theé same ® nsldecation. that has boen

v
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accordcd us. The Tunker 3Brethren have been anxiously awalting the action

of the fovemnent with eroforcnce 0 oar netigion and I feel that 111 bht
will be rewuieed of ther brethren will pe tha ¢ they present a cecrtificate
of membershin from the Tunker Church und they will ulso recelve gxenbtion.
The sarme will be sSrue of all stmuly non-resistant denomnlnations. But sone wl
will claln tre doctrine but will not be able to vrofdve thelr clims from
the tene.s of their falth, For such, I fcar that they will have'a hard

time with "c Exemntion Boards and also with the .Milltary Service Council,
There 13 just a note of roluctanct in the messages scnt out, and we necd O
peay that \xl' tuly ronest souls may £ind favor with the Governoent  on

¢kis voin s .

Copy of letter rcceive fromn Gogernnent,
Millitary Bervice Act.

"Witk further roefercnoe %0 vour letter of the £22nd Inst., addresscd 10
the Rlgrkt Homourable the Prime Minister of Canada, I have th 1n form you
that under th» paragraph 7 of the Schedule of iExcevtions/ to the ubove Act,
Menonltes are cxcluded from th e oncratlion of the Act, and have no duty %o
pcrfom the reunder, ot

i5- 8 fomer lev«* t0 an adherent of your 8ecot, I suggested LYt Mcnnong
btcyg might clalm exemptlion on the ground of his bpt"' ezcludcd by pAragraph
7, witk a view to relleving him of any anoyance whlich nmight he causcd by
progccution after the 10tk instant for non-comnliance with the Aet, the
nroditation of tre comterfoll being sufficlent anawer L0 an cnquliry,. Since
LYﬂ"(:>l“’ thut oninlon the matter has been thoroughly discussed by the
Military Scevice Qouncll and trhe opinton now is thatlf Mennonites should
be vrosccnted for non-comnliunce with the Act, the answer to the nrosccutio
would be hat they are Mennonhitcs, and on proof of the fact, undcubtedly
the vrosccution would be disnissed. »

I trink this fully coveps the contents of your letier and yox* mnind
may mow be at rest on the whole subject.

I have BtC¢.,-—--

Slgned E'L'Newcombe, Deputy Minlstcr of Justlce.
This 18 very nearly a facsipile of vour letter. Some one was ahead of
us botr and we have ne¢haps the latest opinion on the Ratter und our
letters coning from Onturio points certalnly rofer to Menonites in Oontario,
"d rence our authority 18 good that when sar voung nen mect the Exemptlon
rlounals all they will rneed %o do 13 %o prescnt thelr Membe #srip creden-
:'¢13 and be dismissed a3 not coming under the powcr of the Act. They will
not necd exenntion ovuners 3ince they afe not 1Inc yluded in tre eall for
gervice.The oninion as rendercd 13 that they must nrove thelr frecedom from
the act by holding Cherch Membershlip Certifieates and bot counterfolls
of trelr apnlication for exenption on consclentéous geounds,
1 have rot had time %o reply to Bro. L. J. in full but if you ace him
I wisr tht vou would lct hin verase this epistle., Thanking you for your
sugeestiions and for your helo in influencing the Govecrmment 4o 3c¢c our
gtanding in the right light, and trgating ldo that you are prayong thut
ur exception from the Law will glve us large opporstunites for works and
niniserations of mercy in these davs of suffering, I um

Yours in £« llt}" ; i AR
Bc 3t wis}ca for the family and the bables 1n pvarticad». : - 4 SN
8 < ey 4 v | AN -.f‘* B
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Vineland ont,, Nov. 8,
Aaron Loucks,
8cottdale Pa.
Dear Boother:- Grecting.

We have zood news to revort at this time, ha ing
recelved a renly to our last letter to Premier of Ccandda. We cecrtaing fecl
ti'e thank god for the Import of this lettcr ahich I wil! hercwith quote
for vour henefl

swisth further reference $o wWur lester of the 28nd Inst. addre3ded to
tre }:«14-: lonourable the Prime Miniater of Cana ila, I have to inform you
that under paragraprt 7 of the schedule of Escentions to the above Act
\‘ﬂ Ittary Serviece Act, \11'7./ Mennonlites are excluded from the operation of
‘1"0 Act and have no duty to perform thereunder.

v'm In & fomer letter o0 an adhecent of your Sect, I suggested that any
Mernonlte micht claim exenntiorn on the ground of ris ‘:n,l*t; excluded by
paragraph 7, with a view to reclieving him o’ any anoyance which might be
causcd by prosccution after the 1l0tr instant for non-comnliance with the K
Act, the producticn of the counterfoll o(-.l'»g: sufflcient answer to an
enquiry. Since expressing that opinion the matter has becn thorougkly dis-
cussed by the Military Service Council and the oninion now is that if
Mennonites stoulld be nrosecuted for non-compliance wlth the Act, the
answer L0 the prosecutlion would be ':?a:,u they are Mennonites, and on proof
of the fact, undoubtedly the nrosccutlon would be dismissed,

"I shink shis fully covers the contents of your letter and your mind
mav now be at rcst on the whole subject.

our letcr wes refersed to the Migltary Service Council and tris re-
ply comes fron the Mllitary Secv {ce Branch of the Demartment of Justlce ad
13 signcd by e.L.Newcumbe, Devuty Minlster of Just fce.

We rave sent notices a3 1s Ingosed to all of our ongregations., Last
sunday was anvcinted a day of wayer for the onditions :'i?'hz} were onfront-
irg us and fron the 8th instant untll the 10 of Decembor we rave sesn
requested by our Confoerence Comlttee Lo conitinue 1v praver for all cen-
serintcd young men who are ooliged to engage In mllltury serv 1ce agalnst
thelr wishes., The Lord had Tre, rd cur nraye s before they were nade since
the revly was datcdd on the 3rd Inst, Yow since we are rclleved of kis
burden of sc-vice we skould nake snecial offerdngs of pralse, in n inlsterip
to tre mudh suffeing tht 13 eveywhere 8o keely felt in the world and the
most Keenly perhans in the war-dévastated countrles, And we also £ ¢l tht
we @rould srare in the burden of vrayer which cur bretheen In the BEnited
States are bca-*iwr in beralf of the brethren who are dedyined in the
military cantonments, that they too may be free. 2

Yours in falth,

&
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Vineland Ont., Nov 6, 19

Asa Bearss,
Fred Elliott.

Dear Brethren:- Greeting in Jesus name.

A letter in reply to ours of the 22nd Ult. has been recelved from
Ottawa, from the ®epartment of Justice, the Military Service Branch, in
which‘ isrendered the opinion of the CGovernment regrd the Mernnonites under
the Military Service Act., It rcads as follows:-

"with further reference to your ietter of the 22nd ,\Oct./ addressed th
to the Right Honoerable the Prime Minlstcr of Canada, I have tb¢ inform
you that under paragraph 7 of the schedule of Exceptions to the above Act,
the Mennonites gre excluded from the operation of the Act and have no
duty to perform Thereunder.

*In a former letter to an adherent of your Sect, I suggested tht any
Mennonite might claim exemption on the ground lyaﬁ/of kis being excluded by
paragraph 7, with a view to relieving him of any anoyance which might be
cased by peosecution after the 10th Instant for non-compliance with the
Adt, the production of the countérfoll béing a sufficlent answer to an
‘enquiry. Since expressing that opinion the matter has been thoroughly -
vestizated discussed by the Miiitary Service Council amd the opinion now
is that if Memmonites should be vrosecuted fon non-compliance with the Act,
the answer to the prosecution would be that they are Mennonites, and on the
proof of the fadt, undoubtedly the prosecution would ve dismissed.

"THhink this fully covers the contents of your letter and your mind may
now be at rest on the whole subject.”

Signed, E.L.Newcumbe, Deputy Minister of
Justice.

The paragraph 7 of the schedule of exceptions revers tO pesons exempted
from military service by Order in Council of Aug.l1l3, 1873, and, if I
undestand the basis of that Order in Council, it is the earlier Act or part
of it which is referred to as " Subsection of Section 17, of the Act 31
Victoria, Chapter 40."--"Any person bearing a certificate from the Soclety
of Quakers, Mennonlites or Turnkers, or any inhabltant of Cnanda of any
religious denomination, otherwise subject to military duty, but who, from
trhe doctrines of his religion, is averse to bearing arms and erfuses per-
sond military service shall be exempt from such service when balloted in
time of peade, or war, upon such conditi ons and under such regulations as
the Governor in Couneil may from time to time, prescribvé."”

Concerning this sub-section the Privy Councill says, "That under this
section all persons above mentioed, and the Mennonites are expressly in-
cluded, are absolutely free and exempted by the law of Canada, from lilltay
duty or service., either in time of peace or war. " "That the intention ofh
the act in confering pon the Governor General in Council the power of
making conditi ons and regulations was to enable the Goverrment to provide,
if necessary for the registration of the exempted persons in such a manner
as to prevent persons belonging to any other denomination than those spec-

fied in the secfion of the Act quoted from avolding military duty under
%aisc pre%encesf‘ Xlso, }that the constituticn does"nét confer upgﬁ the
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govermor General any power to ovcer-ride or set aside, under my clrcumstan
the plain meming of statucte law, and he recommends that thls explanatlion
be camveyed to the Mennonites In Russia.®.

While thls latter exvlanatory vart of the law was taken fom an extract
of a document sent to the Russian Mecnnonites before their coming to Canada,
it was evidently a law enacted previous to that ¢ime and hence it will
hold good for all the denomiratl ons specified tkrein. Your claims are as
much established by the law as a re the claims of the Menonlites, It# seems
to me that all that your brethren will be reqired to do is to present to tk
Exemption Boards thelr certificates of Membership with the Tunker Church
and clain your "Exclusion from the Military Service Act."

We should thank God for these mercies and continue to pay tht thre may
pe no hardshvis of any kind above those that we ordinarly have, for any of
our non-resistant brethren, While we pray for this we s ould be in greater
earnestness in llving out our testimony, and whlle we render no service to
‘destroy life I feel that we are doubly responsible in the matter of saving
the lives of the many who are in danger of death and starvation in the
many wasteddand destroyed land in the war zone. May we live up to our
_profcssion and to owe opprortunities in this respect.

Continuing 1irn pmaper for all young men conscripted under this law,
I am ,
' Yours in faith,
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To the Brethren, Vineland Ont., “Nov, 7, 1917.
the Deputation to Ottawa,”V
Octower, 11, 1974, '
Greeting Jesus' name,
It 1s due eadéh member of wur Commlittee toc have a copy of
the final reply of the Government to our petitlion concerning the exemption
of our Mennonlte Brethren from Military service., I give it herewith,

Department
of MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH
Justice. 130 Sparks Street
Ottawa, 3rd November, 1917,
S.F.Coffman, Esq.,

Vineland Ont.

sir,- Military Service Act, 1017,

With further reference to your letter of the 22nd instant, addressed to
the Right Honourable the Prime Minlster of Canada, I have to inform you
that under paragraph 7 of the 8chedule of Exceptions to the above Act,
Mennonites are excluded from the operation of the Act and have no duty to
rverform thereunder,

In a former letter to an adherent of your Sect, I suggested that any
Mennonite# might claim exemption on the ground of his being excluded by
paragraph 7, with a view t0 reliving him of any aﬁoyance which might be
caused by prosecution after the 10th instant for non-compliance with the
Act, the production of the countefoll being sufficilent answer to an 3
enqulry. Since expressing that opinion the matter has been thoroughly dis-
eussed by the Military Service Council and the ovinion now is that 1if
Mennonites should be prosecuted for nenwcompliance with the Act, the answer
to the prosecution would be that they are Mennonites, and on proof of the
fact, undoubtedly the proseciition would be dismissed.

I think this fully moveérs the mntents of your letter and your mind may
now be atcrest on the whole subject,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedlent servant,
Signed, E.L.Newcombe
DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE.

I have sent copies of this letter toc each Bishop and to each Bishop
district, also have sent extracts of this letter showing tht the Governmens
grants total exemticn, to eacdh congregation sc that our brethren will under
stand that we have exemption and the Bighops will have the letter to refer
to in case any of our brethren have any twuble wilth the Exemption Boards.
It would not have been necessary for any of our Brethren to apply for
Exemption, but simce most of them have done 80, they will require to go
before the Exemption Trtibunals and show their Church Memberspip Certifi-
catcs. They will then be dismissed. They are not required to sign any
papers and to mate amy promises. They are absolutely free from this Jg
Military Service Act.

In view of the fact that the Government has favorably interpreted this
Act for us and has granted our petition, I feel that we should at least
send an acknowledgement to the Government with an expression of appreclatin
Thankful to God for His great favors, I am, Your in His servige,
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To the Brothren, Vineland Out,, Nov. 7, 1917.
the Deputatlion to Ottawa,
Octower, 11, 1917.
Greeting in Jesus' name,
It 13 due ecagh member of aur Comaltiee to have a ¢opy of
y of the Government to our petition concerning the exemption

el
of our Mennonite Brethren from Military service. I glve 1t herewith,

v
Depurtment
of MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH
Justice. 130 Sparks sStrect
Ottawa, 3rd lovember, 1817. )
i.f. ’("r...fh&‘,,:'.':.‘q.,

Vineland Ont,

®¥ith further reference %0 your lecter of the 28nd instant, addpressed to
'?; Right Honouravle the Prime Minlster of Canads, I have te infom you
ander paragraph 7 of the 8chedule of sxcevtlions to the above Acth,
w&“hu‘iuub are excluded from the overation of the Act and have no duty to
perform thereuider,

In a formacr letter to an adherent of your Sect, I suggested that any
Mennonltep might clalm exempilon on the ground of his being excludecd by
paragredh 7, with a view 0 reliving him of any anoyunce which might be
caus¢d by prosecution after the 10th instsnt for non-camvliance with the
Ac%, the produotion of the countefoll helng surficlent answer %o an -,
engquiry., 8ince expressing that opinion the matter has been thoroughly diligs-
eusgsed by the Military Service Council and the ovinlcn now 13 that if
Mennonites should be prosccuted for nenwcomplisnce wlth the Aet, the answer
to the vrosecation would be that they are Mennonites, and on proof of tre
fact ndoubtedly the nroscedtion would be disnissed,

I think this fully overs the @ntents of vour letter and your mind nay
now be at.rest on the whole subiject,

I have the honour %o be,
Sir,
Your obedlent servant,
Signed, &.L.leweconbe
DaPUTY MIKISTER OF JUSTICH,

1 have sent conles of this letter t¢ each Blshon and %0 each Bilshon
district, alsc h¢vc sent extrbcts of thig letter showing tht the bovcvhwcns
grants total exemticn, to eadh congregation 80 that our brethren wili undew®
stand that we have exenviicon and the Pighops willi have the letter to refor
to In case any of our brethren bave any twuble with the Exemvption Boards,

It would net have been necessary for any cof oar Brethren Lo apnly for
Exemption, but since most of them have done so, they wlil require to o
before the Exemptlon Tribunuls and show thelr Church lMemberskin Certifi-
cates, They will ther be dlsmissed. They are not required to sign any
papers and to mate gny promiscs, They are absolutocly free from this I
Military Service Act,

In view of the fact that the Govarnment has favorably Intervreted this
Aet for us and has grantcd ocur petition, I feel that we shonld at leaast
send an acknowledgement to the Government with an exvression of annrcciatin

Trankful to God fer His great favors, I am, Your in %2 sg“v%ﬁP

g!‘ cr

‘J.'J
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Vineland Ont., Nov, 7 1917.
L. J. Burkholder,
Markham, Ont.,
Dear B"ou}ck.- Grecting.

In connection #th the letter sent you today, I wanted to add for your
sake that I feel that the Government 1s granting all that we can expect or
ask of them, It appears that they base the Emception clause on regulations
that were passcd earlier in the historg of the Country. If you have the
copy of the Russlan document at hand you will find the Legal sections
clted whih rcfer to leglslaion previous to the date of the report of the
commitice of the Privy Council, aAnd another feature of that report is that
a constructlon is placed upon the clause concerning the regulatlongwhich
nay be prescribed by the Govemor General in Councill, "That the constitutio
does not confer on the Governor General in cuncil an y power to over-ride
or set aslde, under any circumstances, the plain meaning of statute law,"

With these facts placed on record as the Law and the opinion of the
Privy Council, it secms to me that there 1s no other view to be taken than
that the Govenment has construed the Exception Clause to apply to all
Mennonites and also to all other established Nen-resistat crurches,

I¢ am glad that we have been thus favored by the Govenment and think
that we owe them bme recognition and alsc should now make an effort %0

showour rcadiness to take up the burden of supporting the many sufifering
people today in war-stricken districts. We have not beecn doing this io

the extent that we should or are able to do. Some ofour ®m-gregations have
done falrly well but none have done more than thelr share towards this
work. As we have opportunty let us flo good to all nex

Today I was favored with a visit from a Govermment officer from Ottawa,
whe brought a report that I had becn preaching semons that were disccour-
aging recruiting and production, I was ratrer struck with the bringing of
suck a charge since we have been doing everything possible ourselves to aid
in production and have had no reason watcver %0 discourage recrulting,
Some remarks that we had mude when encouragling our venle Lo be steadfast
In thel r non-resistant failth were dragged from their setténg and meaning
and were sent to the authorities as a charge of unpatriotic sentinent.

Suck 1s the condltion of affairs today, amd we will,cnly have to live
a life that disproves any such adv»*“c criticisms. We need to live very
near {0 the Lord and walt upon Him #for our needed grave each day nd
under every trial, But above all things we shall endavor o be steadfast
In the falth of the Gospel and stand by our G)nViCuib 18 of the Truth as 1t
13 in Christ Jesus.

Would be glad for any auggestions that you may have to mke further in
these matters with the Govermment. I think that as few as vossible skould
have these ded Ings with the Govemment, and since the bulk of the work
15 done I feel that yvyou should take up the matter now as the Chairman or
Moderator of the Conference.

Yours In fdth,
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2 Vinelund ont,, Nov. 7, 1917,
Sir Percy Sherwocod,
Chief Cormissioner of Pollce,
Ottawa, Ont,

Sir:-

Witk rpefeorence t0 the repoet conce ming the charge that I made the
folowing stutcments, "what good are the goldicrs. They produce nothing,
they earn nothing, they don't eam tre clotes trey weayp, they do notring
put destroy. If any of vou are producing food to reln win the war, don't
do 1t; If vou are producling food to feed tre needy, alright, go on."”

The vurvortcd statements were made on the 1l4ath Ult. in connectlion wilth
a scrmon encouraging our pconle to sontinue stacdfastly in trhe non-resistat
princinles of our falth, Those who were nob in sympathy with those doctrics
would not understand tre meaning of the manncr In which the true exprcssiom
was made. "That soldlers arc unproductlive of anythling as far as thelr
suonort 18 concemed, hence 1in that respect soldlers are a burden but not
a crcative power in the world.® Regarding the seccond part, my statcnents
were that our pw ple should not ne engaged in tbe ralsing of food stuffs
solely for war purposcs, since 1t 13 not in the gnirit of our doctrine to
thus sunnoet wapr, but, that our vepple should continue to raise¢ thelr
produce for the good of the world in general.® It was not 'in ny purnose to
amw.ak agalnst the Govemnent, their soldicrs or thelr methods, Our ponle
amdesscod ne thus and know that I have never discouraged any of the work
of the fovennent., Trere arc no nembe 3 of our congregation who were
eligdble for army scrvice and hence no oo vaston %0 dlscourage recrulting
or sncak addnst soldlers as a class,

I an wiling to acknowledge that the statcmentis that were nade could
Have neen wrongly construcd 1f taken out of thclr prover connection and awy
aw.y from the general tcnor und éplirlt of the discoursc. Otherwde -hey
could bot rave been thus eonstrucd.

My congregatlion conslista of aboul seventy members and ameng them therc
{3 but one young man In class I and he has made claim fo. excnpt lon foom
sefvicé on the gronds of being a membor of the Menronite Chech,
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oTTAWA WATERTLOOL Ont., Nov. 8/17.

Mr. D. Bergey,

New Dundee, Ont.
Dear Ilr. Bergey,-

I have heen sawey for the biggest pert of a
week and on my return find your letter on my desk.

’

In conversation with Mr. lleighen, who was
with Sir Robert Borden at the time your deputation
appeared before the Premier, I menti oned these
different points to him that were raised by you
some time ago, and he told me that if the Tribunal
refuse exemption to your young men who have not as
yet been taken into the llennonite Church as active
members, then they should just take the appeal to
the Judge of Tribunal and if the Judge upholds the
hands of the Tribunal, then the final appeal is to
be made to Justice Duff, and I cen assure you that
from whaet I oan gather from lMr. lMeighen that you will
not have cause for worry, es the situation is thorough-
1y understood at Ottawa regarding your pecple.

All young liennonites, of course, or adherents
to your cause, must ask for exemption papers, but the
Premier and lir. lieighen the other evening reiterated
that it was not necessary for these young men %o appear
before a iledical Board for examination. This should
be ample proof to you and to your friends that exemption
has been granted, and as I have said, should you hsve any
cause for alarm later on, please let me know immediately
and I shall be only too glad to teke the first train to
Ottawa to straighten out any tangle that may be brought
about through the Tribunals.

I again repeat to you that your sitmation is
thoroughly understood by the authorities, end thet they
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oTTAWA WATERLOO, Ont., Nob. 8/17.

f2=Mr. D. Bergey.

are not going to go hack on their word, but will ab-
golutely stand fast to the obligation which many vears
ago0 in a verbal mammer likely was made hy some other
Government.

h'4 - +
‘ours very ',rul/y,y

P R e \/ & / e AKX 2
C X

N\
\

)




DPostern Gor o€ /7
Lo Boslte . Aot

<. C"(Z; ﬁ”ﬁﬁ”‘am 7—‘7%9«/»-4:/?

et S S e e
/QML ar /4,;«4@“/# A hMﬁ7 }"‘J/%zﬂw'[;m%%
e ol i e f
ML/: s o QZ/ /j&uv; D /LL/IVIF, iZin o 5440/% -3 /ﬁ/,fo?v/”‘
et [lirecy €z 7 %}, XIM,

5 Cw/h;h R A ol v e
<}%ZJM o /L%%Z/M * e 0

Lot /4 s vt /{Luw/‘ ik ane /Lu/Z 5
soiwd ‘d Mwﬁy ao Uils G Hofc Woe 2oe

ol L e s b s s B

s /Z/ém/é/‘n« e P Ltl—/é/m_e/mr o Wi /
Mﬂ %ww %;/ /NW 7 @ZT/ @% iy
/d%w le al¥, s /VL-%AW/L- ot ‘
ot iyt B e e o R

RS

| it



Jd/g% &’%W M7, (TT

BY; o
A (/,1{/— /L&(/é;%

-2
N~ 7%%4,;5%3 ;%ﬂ(
z (B o~ /Mﬁ%&c MM‘;{‘@‘
y Zdn:;"/? /ZLA?L
M(/qﬂwz 4
F =2
- g iy

ZMWZS;%MM@

Serizce
4%@ L /WWMMZ
/MW i

i Fos




e e




_—Y\v——,_——\——‘

MennoniteArchivesofesiSig of Letter from Deputy chlst.rar at LO!’IdO!"., 0
Local Tribunal, 263, Milverton Ont.
Re. Mennonites.

At London, Nov. 10th, 1917,
Oont.

Dear Sir:- :
I am In receipt of several Mennonite Claims for Exempti on with

the Post Office Marks as Nil¥erton, and I supppse that it was yvour Tribana
that sent them in., You should have filled out M. S. A. 25 and marked there-
on what disposition you made of these clalms.

All these Mennonite peovle of course, are excepted from the Act,
and @ long as you are fully satisfied that trhey are in fact Mennonites you
have no option but to grant them exemption. In thut case each Cldim for
exenption should be accompanied with M. S. A. 32 showing your diposition
of each Claim, and the; yur whole day's work, as stated above, should be
made out on M, S. A, 25, I return these documerts for you to £ill out
in that manner.

Yours truly,
Signed, W, E. Wisnmer,

Deputy Regidtrar under Military Service Act.

Copied by J. R, Ebersole, Dec. 26th 1917.
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