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MennoniteArchivesofesiSig of Letter from Deputy chlst.rar at LO!’IdO!"., 0
Local Tribunal, 263, Milverton Ont.
Re. Mennonites.

At London, Nov. 10th, 1917,
Oont.

Dear Sir:- :
I am In receipt of several Mennonite Claims for Exempti on with

the Post Office Marks as Nil¥erton, and I supppse that it was yvour Tribana
that sent them in., You should have filled out M. S. A. 25 and marked there-
on what disposition you made of these clalms.

All these Mennonite peovle of course, are excepted from the Act,
and @ long as you are fully satisfied that trhey are in fact Mennonites you
have no option but to grant them exemption. In thut case each Cldim for
exenption should be accompanied with M. S. A. 32 showing your diposition
of each Claim, and the; yur whole day's work, as stated above, should be
made out on M, S. A, 25, I return these documerts for you to £ill out
in that manner.

Yours truly,
Signed, W, E. Wisnmer,

Deputy Regidtrar under Military Service Act.

Copied by J. R, Ebersole, Dec. 26th 1917.
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Vingland Ont., Nev, 13. 1817.

Dear Bootrers—- G g in the nane of Jesus.

O lette? of the 18th Inst. redeived and nthd. Glad to learn thiat
you arc ot having nore troouble. There arc some of oir young nen belne
called who arc in the first cluss and 1t secms that the Exemntio: ,u\w‘
are not gware ‘tht the overnment has glven its deelulon regarding the

Menonltes In Ontarlo, A number of apneals rave been sent in by :he various
pranchcs of  the Chuch and all have reoelved the uniform Infomation shal

all NMenronitea are Excented from the overation Ofirhe Aet. I am enclosing
i

QG
YOu & © vy of the Remort of the Denuty Ministor of Jusstlice. The orlginal

. s A " . *} 9 . 3 = » - £ A, ~ > 5 § o rx
fett 13 o file wit) 3G, Daviad Bergy of New Dandeg os ONL, Who L8 the SCeorew
sary of our Chnference.
There has been ho rezulapr seed » kept of ihe memoawhivu at the
"o P e gh : . 58 .o NoR RS i - T "'z ST oo oy " 3 . T
reronto Miasslon. I rave a llss of the nanes of the nemobors Shee Nloh 1

nave kent for my onvenlence. The congresation therc has been changing
sldcrably and belrng a Mission volint it haa 7ot been ket in thé sane man-
ner a8 other onzgregatons, Stince Brother Byler wasd at tre Mlasior at the
tine that vou werc reedéved be might have had a pecord of those WrHo ®e
reccldved 'and the exact time. Looking over ny goercsvondence wlth 3Brosher
Byler I $nd that youamd other rnembel of vour family were not séocived un-
L1 1% the vear 3012, '-"’.'( date glven by Brother Kenagy over trhe phone
o last Sunday was undoubtedly corccet since ny corresvondece 3hows ’
L Wwas on Aor acout t?-..;: sunday, Mar. 31, 19i7,trat I cune to the Clgy fos
-

%
i1ces were held at the sane

(¥}

Cormanion services an ¢ ime . Nen
have: likely recclved gent 08 Monday Mornlng. If Brothe s
Kenazy has a rccord of the NMembers of the Church in Toronto thas he M3

kot slhce he 16 'tteg re it nighks suffice for the wiirvoses of ) Exennt ton

Telbunal, but T do not sce that suchk a proof of memberah in i3 called for,

glnce differcnt denominatlion have diffecrent/neil-ods of keeving tre rocords,
re fact tht vou have a cortificase £ron the MInister and also a cortifi-
¢ 2an Lhene rson ’v‘ O bantis y Sroild be suffl "1(.?":. If ahc evidehce
18 dounted, lot the t~ibunal take the af ftduvit of wiine #3-BeGsherr
K(?'\‘.;).j,"";‘i’,ﬁ BEa "ll‘,J‘ voul to onfim ‘,1.‘.‘_ tha s 18 t”.(.(:u;S‘(,{"" for tre nroot 6
YOS | c‘;;'\‘:y*;‘(, whin. I £cel tht the Tribunal wil! hardly be as arblitrary as to
relect vou evidenge becuuse Mo canuot nrosend a church registor,

3.5 "01“ case shoudd be rejected by an Bremntlon Board at noacscnt von
Hould hve the :.‘i;'} .80 aipmal youe casgé 0 a kigher Teibund axd even g LN
anncal ,:(;.11.? oC granted, @hen vour case would be considesd by the DeEnarts
ment of Juastlice, where it gould undoubtedly be considercd acconilng $o the

Laton which they Bave glven’ onecerming Mennonlses. 8o vou nocd have »e
fears xlong that Line. If otrer Boards exennt Mennonises on the ground of
the e nroving tré® ferEs: Lo by cervificates fron L,!'-(;l.-' k-«v:v-f:':ir*‘:r mintstes
and. Bldrcps they will @880 grant youes, #nece $he action of nxemntion
Bdards st be uniforn, Tharse will oe other cases besldes youss 1n tre
CIey Oof Toronto and In cayw they dnulst on . forélng our vouve nonanhdotirs
of non-resiatatl £hY: 1nto ‘the sesvice on bhe groifs of Shelr not gitng
the 'u"t.it,ua.:' kind of evidence they deslre, or Innosilble evidence the
gascs will n ;'s-n-'uv all Fave L6 be reheard before a higher telbunal,

Bat , 1t la ny peracnal opinion thut if such evidence &5 you '}';w(; bt hand
13 siven 1% will prove suffic 11:.“.. NMake U3¢ of A& Cony of tre lailer £o0om

: Y ' . i
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Vineland Ont., Nov. 13, 1917,
L. J. Burkholder, :
Markham, Ont.,
Grecting Iin Jesus nane.
You letter of a few days ago recelved and noted.,
I think that 1t would be 1n perfect order to send Lo the Prime Ministor an
acknowledgenet of the &ivor which has been grasted us and those of like
falth with us, Today I an going to Rainham to offlciate at the marrlage of
Brotyer Arthur Hoover and Sister Helen Stermaman, And on the away I will
endavor Lo vrepare an outline of an approvriate address to the Gove rrnment
for the #past favors, and ale expressing ocur purpose Lo show our apovroeclatg!
in a more substantial way,

With refcrence to the contribution to the Government of money Lo be
uscd in sharing a part of the nation's finalclal burdens I think thut it
will be In perfect order. We ask for exemption, not that we may be free £
any of the Nations' burdens, but that we nay be free fron violating our
consclencedydd. We need to shre In the bwdens with others of “he nation.
Wrat we do will be of our freec will dnce the Gove mment has not lald any
obligatl on or duty upon us. This will be 1 mefect accord with our sniris
of Chrl tlan servlice. The line of supvort which you suggsted is s An my
opirnion the right one. It would be possible for us Lo help suvnort and
care for dlsabled soldlers. We might not be pemltcd 4o glve vesonal care
to them without being identified ..1th the army service, but we may suport L
them Wthout violating our fdth, since care of them will not in By way
support th€@ man power of the army, We nay also conteibute to the war
sufferers relief, in camtries that have been devastated and where waien
and children and others are su:fering for the neceasaries of 1ife. To glve
the funds Into the hands of the Gove mment would enable them to minister
toc the needs of such and rel leve then fron doing 30 to the extent of our
contributions, r taxes are not sufficient as a share of the burden. Othes
are giving more and we Bould not give less. I would not encourage any to
subscribe to the mresent loans, but £ ¢l that 1t may be lef: %0 ay o
have means and want to invest for the sake of investment to dow at their
own discretion. Wnat we glve we must glve with the understandihg tht it
is glven for specific purposes. I have talked tye matter over with a few
and they seem to favor the 1dea. I takked with Flavi¢us Lehmnan nrd he finks
well of the ldea nd I think thait you should sec Brother S, Goudie in
Spoufviile and see what thelr chuch would do In the sane line, While all
night act independently all should act together and for similar objects,’
and with the same spirit toward the Government, I do not favor the Memorial
idea #nce tbBre wlll be 30 many of those Institutions that will! be standing
vacant at some future time , Let our memorial by our 1lifc and ddeds in the
actual time of stress and need., ‘Keep in toueh #ih all of the different
non-resistant peple on this question. Also the Russlan Brethren 1f possinle
What we do should be done sytmatlically, and reguary as long asthe/#warl&st
or s long as there is need.

Yours in falth,

S
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Absolute knowledge have I nohe,
But ny Aunt's wash-woman's en

Heard 2 voliceman o

gay to:-a.lpborer .on
at re had a letter

Written An the: fines

From a Chinese cooly

who sald the niggars

a colored man in

the 3bro¢
'S

18 beat
last la.t weck
Tinbuctoo,

noCuba.-knew
Texas town

i
i

¥

Fa

Who cot it stedight from a clrcus-cloan
hat i nan in Clondike heard the hews

Eron a-gang, of Soush<Americand Jexs
p About sonebody i Bamboo

Wro-heead a-pan who

¢latmed hecknew

Of a swell soclety femule rake

Whose mothe pr-in-law will uandertake

To prove that her husoand's slister's nelee
Has -atated 17 anrineed ntece

That she has-a-sonwho has a. faieed

'

Who knows when the war 18 golng to end,
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CANADA POST. CARD

THE ADDRESS TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE

JUBILEE OF CONFEDERATION

NADA
1867 | 1917
Provinces 4 9
Area (Sq M) 540,000 3,729,665
Population 3,600,000 7,600,000
Railways (Miles) 2,250 35,500
Grains (Bu ) 65,000,000  1,000,000,000
Postage Stamps Issued $669,000 $23,000,000
Forestry 34,000,000 175,000,000
Mines 8,000,000 137,000,000
Fisheries 6,000,000 31,000,000
Manufactures 50,000,000 1,300,000,000
Foreign Trade 114,000,000 1,996,000,000

Since 1901 the total value of field crops has
risen from $195,000,000 to $841,000,000.
The total vahkue of live stock, in same period,
from $268,000,000 to over $800,000,000
Exportable surplus of agricultural products:—
1868-70— $13,000,000. B
1916-17—$480,000,000.




Mennonite Archives o

O t (e, M/j/ //// |




fOt

VZZJ// Ml 1RrY

%/ B Aot

M //mw
jffaz %Z& /5¢/ Zw/ —
/ ”’7/&1(/1/

/éfwy Mm/ w/é W%

e —-1/% o
,mf%%%w i

ez }
;Z/:V/? Wwimz 7% /é [;,%
ng&/ﬂ%mz
%Z:M/w% ? cree. a{rm/z
L %WW w%&«/%

7‘“74%%%




' f f,,

E .

ARG

SR
g(w/u/dnf»é—u;;wd HLplt ﬂ

%‘w//ua/«,m , 4474[&{/.&' |




ite Archives of Ontario

R s L
ﬂfdMVZQM %Wm, el czan
U R Ay S e

/tz\é,w 5. %‘W ' .<
%MM&@@% %

W 124 %./4~/7 «3' M/é,;%
m A
| % DN LSRR A

b ij%/b /Q M

RSB SR SO e o




Mennonite Archives of Ontario /




7
£

e A N

Mennonite Ar.chi/veggof Ont

Vineland Oms., %-(‘igmw %0, 1917,
To the Bkt sonourable, /—\, ; \ S
The Peine Mirister of Canad.,
Sle Robert L. Borden,
House of Parllavent
: : SLtaws,

g

Honouranie olrts , :
. £t roply to our letisr of the Sond of Ootober, Wo, the
lgnnonites of the Ontario and Albest i=Suslatohana LonfE ranog 8, and other
ngregations of ltke falshk wish ag, desire o thankfully acknowledee the
Lier of the 8rd Inus., fron the Mllltary Service Brunch of the Desrctnent
Justiloe, In shich 1t 1 stated thy "EBnder paracranh 7 of the iltary
Mice Aet, Nenuonites are excluded from the anesatlion of the Aot und
Y& N6 AUty L0 perfom thereunder,” _
¥e cannot adegquately express to wurself and 1o the Covernsert whas
Bl Inter ret tien of the pe sulations of the suld Aet mesns to g, nog
an we tell of tre Joy thay 1% gave Lo our mo ple, “or of she thunkasglvrga

dGod whick ascended fron bearss and homes and ss emnlles of those |
* have loved and gusht 44 peace and good will o all pen in the |
PLrLL of Jesus Chelas, and who in sincerity have aought to obey ‘ls will
d ggag iu all thirnzg, - :

desire %6 exXnfeas oup syrpathy with the Govermmoent during trese

B of stress and trila and sssufe You that our pravers are ade Lo God
behalf af cur Rulers avd ocur King that judenest and Algeretion may be
11 sines glven then to dealde each welghty peobiom and that wisden fnay
granted Ln every deolsion that the Intessts of the Ringder and ou- try
bE @onsurved and the cavse of ¢heiat advaced thrsugk those geraclous
Lslona of our lund whloh pernlts the foliowers of Chelst o lead a
L and maceable 1ife in ali godiiness and hosesty.
We roallze alao that the Sevemment has not sssi-ned ug any MLy in
of milltury service, and the refore we anre not nade o share any
1ol part of the burden which cur natien is deaering. ¥e recognize this
%, and whlle we are sharing In ‘the national burden of trlals and fosrs
labors, 1% is cur purpose, by the grace of God, to voluntarlly
riake sone share 1n the saorifice of sur fellow-cotizens, and by sone
s\ the olans of Which are nos under sonslderation,/ express in &
subatantlal manner our gratitiude $o the Govermment for the Chriatiun
1legen which we enjoy under the laws of Canada, our allesinace and
ty ¢ oar iing and Country, our Chelatian svanathy tom.od our fullow-
nE and towsed homas ity and cue gommon {ntercsts in the world in
#6 llve while maintalning our allglance toward the Xinzdom of Heaven 4
Jusas Cheist our saviour,
2T ie are, ‘

¥out Whankfu ly and puyes 1y,
e, '
Your servanis whe & bhushl y vray, T
SRR R - The Sennitiee
: PEP, G.F.Coffaan, ; .
older, Hod, Markham, Chrlatian Sanche, Baden, : |
m;mot‘f' m:'!m. Jaeobh ﬁn%ﬂ‘&f, ?‘Viﬂ%.
oh, Pesrol - Jasch O.,Sendee, Tavistook,
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Vineland ont., Nov 20, 1917.
To the Right Honourable,
The Prime Minlstcr of Canada,
Sir Robert L. Borden,
House of Parliamexv, Ottawa,

Honourable Sir:-

In reply to our letter of the 28nd of Oc tober, we, the
Meﬁ”&itca of the Ontario ar@ffaskdtulava“dgkoeta Cgﬁfkﬁcﬂccs and other
Conig regatlons of 1like falth th us, deslre L0 fully acknowledge the
letter of the 3rd Inst. from the Military Service Branch of the Depariment
of Ta"*icellﬂ which i1t 1s stated that"uUnder paragraph 7 of the Military
S€rvice Act, Mennonites are excluded from the operation of the Act and
have nc duty to verform tkrcunder."

We cannot adequately express to yourself d‘di%;b Govermnent wht this
interpretation of the régulations of the sald Act means to us,; nor can we
tell of the joy that 1t gave to our noble, noer—of- the thamk: giviucu 2o God—
which have ascended from hearts and homes and assemblies of those who
have loved and soughti,after peace gnd good will to all men in the Spirit
of Jesus Christ, and i sincerity, séékisg}f@sdbey His will and Word,

We deslrc also to express our sympath¥es wilth the Government during
these days of stress and $rlal and assure you that our prayers are rde to
God in behalf of our Rulers and our Kingy that Judgment and dlscretion mayh
at all times be given them to dbClQCd each welghty problem and that wisdom
may be grahlted 1 every decls that the Interest of the Klingdom and
Country may be conserved and the cause of Christ may be advanced vhd01gr
those graclous provision s of our land which vemlit the foljowers of Chrl st
to lead a quiet and pqueble life in all godllness and honesty.

We realizo'alsy that the Government has not aao19104\1 any duéz in
116u of military service, and therefore we are not made to skare any,na

of the burden whbch our nation 1s bearing. We have recognized this fact,
and, while we are sharing in the nat onal burden of triluls and fears aﬁd
labors, we—are not regulredto-md-e—the—sacsifiece—that—others are—reqibed
to—malee , ,it is our purpose, by the grace of God, to unde take olurtaﬂlly
some sE%¥e 1n the sacriflces !sf our fellow cit lvens and oygg“é“b ans fr

are now under conslider auiow'exnﬂeos bn a nore ubstantlal nanngr o 1£
gratitude to the Govemment for the Christlan privileges which we enjoyﬁ&qz
our alleglance and logyalty to our King and Country, our Christian sym- g
pathv toward our fellow-cbtlzens and toward humanity andpur common intercss
in the world &n which we live whil® maintaining ocur alleglance toward the
Klrgdom of Heaven and & Jesus Chrsit o S%mprA/
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f‘i <44 ‘ﬁ Vineland Ont. November 20, 1917.

To the ngh» Honourable,
The Prine Minister of Canada,
Sir Robert L. Borden,
House of Parlianment,
viawa,

Honourable Sir:-
In reply to our letter of the 22nd of Octcber, We, the

Mennonliges of the Ontarlo and Alberta-Saskatchawan Conferences, and other
congregations of 1llke faith with us, desire to thankfully acknowledge the
letter of the 3rd Inst., from the Military Service Branch of the Dppartment
of Justice, In which 1t 1s statcd that,"Under paragrapvh 7 of the Military

Service Act, Mennonites are excluded from the operation of the Ast and

have no duty to nerform thereunder,®

We cannot dequately express to yairself and to the Governmment what
this internrctation of the regulations of the sald Act means to us, nor
can we tell of the joy that 1t gave to our peonle, nor of the thanksgivings
to God which have ascended from hearts and homes and assemblies of those
who have loved and sought after peace and gocd will to all men in the

Spirit of Jesus Christ, and who in sincerity have sought to obey His will

and Word in all things,

We desire also to express our sympathy with the Government during these

days of stress and trlal and assure you that our prayers are made to God
in behalf of our Rulers and our King that Judgment and discretion may be
at all times given them to declide each weighty vproblem and tht wisdom may
be granted in every decision that the interests of the kingdom and country

mat oe conserved and the cause of Chris: may be advanced through those
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graclous provisions of our land which per,i1t the foliowers of Christ to

lead a qulet and peaceable 1life Iin all godliness and honesty.

[
o3

We reallze alsc that the Government has not assigned us any duty
lieu of mllitary.servlce, and therefore we are not made to share any
special part of the burden which our nation is bearing, We have recognized
tils fact, and , whlle we are sharing in the national burden of trlals and
fears and labors, 1t 1s our purpose, by the grace of God, to undertake
voluntarlly some éhare in the sacrifices of our fellow-citizens, and by
some means, \the plans of which are now under conslderation,/ express in a
more substantial ménner our gratitude to the Government for the Christian
privileges which we enjoy under the laws of Canada, our alleglance and
loyalty to our King and Country, our Christian sympathy toward our fellow-
citizens and toward humanity and our common interests in the world in
whick we live while maintaining our allegiance toward the Kigdom of Heaven

and to Jesus Christ our Saviour.

We are,
Most thankfully and humbly,
glir,

Your servanits who do humbly pray,

per. .1 WQ

L.J.Butkrolder, Moderator, Markham Ont. Christian Gascho, Baden Ont.

David Bergy, Secretary, New Dundee Ont. Jacob S. RBender Tavistock Ont.
S.F.Comman, Vineland Ont. JacoBRBender, Tavistock Ont.

Anson Groh, Petrolia, Ont. Samuel Bender, Esq. New Hamburg Ont
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Vineland Ont., Nov. 20, 1917.
To the Right Honourable
The Prime Minister of Canada,
Sir Robert L, Borden,
House of Parllament,
Ottawa,

Honorable Siri-

In reply to our letter of tye 22nd of October, We, the
Mennonites of the Ontario and Alberta- Saskagchawan Conferences, and other
Congregations of like faith with us, desire to thankfully acknowledge the
letter of the 3rd Inst., from the Military Service Branch of the Department
of Justice, in which 1t 1s stated that," Under paragraph 7 of the Military
Seevice Act, Mennonites are excluded from the operation of the Act and
have no duty to perform thereunder.”™

We cennot adequately exvress to yourself and to the Government what
this interpretation of the regulations of the sald Act méﬁg& to us, nor
ten we tell of the joy that it gave to our veple, nor of the thanksgivings
t0 God which have ascended from hearts and homes and assemblies of those
who have loved and sought after peace and good will to all men in the
Spirit of Jesus Christ, and who in sincerity kave sought to obey His will
and Word 1in all things.

We desire also to express our sympathy th the Governmment during these
days of stress and trlial and assure you that our peayers are made to God
in behalf of our Rulers and our King that judgmemt and discretlion may be
at all times given them to decide each weighty problem and that wisdom may
be granted in every decision that the Interests of the kingdom and country
may be conserved and the cause of Christ may be advanced throught those
gracious provisions of our land which permit the followers of Christ to
lead a quiet and peacebble 1life in all godliness and honesty. special

We realize also that the Government has not assignes us any duty 1in
lieu of military service, and therefore we are not made to share any
speclial part of the burden which ocur nation is bearing., We have recognized
this fact, and, while we are sharing in the national burden of trials and
fears and labors, it is our purpose, by the grace of God, to undcrtake,
voluntarily, some share in the sacrifices of our fellow-citizens, and by
some means\ the plans of which are now under conslderation/, express in a
more substantial manner our gratitude to the Government for the Christlan
privileges which we enjoy under the laws of Canada, our allegl:ince and
loyalty to our King and Country, our Christian sympathy toward our fe;low-
citizens and toward humanity and our conmon interests in the world in
which we 1live while mintaining our alleglance toward the Kingdom of Heaven
and to Jesus Christ our Saviour,

Most thankful and humbly,
sir,
Your servants who do humoly pray,

The Comaittee.
L. J. Burkholder, Moderator, S.F.Coffman, Jacod S. Bender
- ’

Markham Ont. Anson Groh J ;
: . ? K, acob Bender
David Bergy, Sﬁ%ﬁeﬁﬁgﬁée. Christian Gascho, Samuel Bendér.
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Vineland ont., Nov 28, 191
Osius Cressman,
Faw Hamburg Ont.
Deur Brother:- Grectincin the name of Jesus.,
Your letter %0 hand thlg mood. I was sor'ry to learn

sone of our young brethren are not allowed comonlete exemvtion fron

nilitary scovice by the Exenption Boards wlith which they have had to

Trere must be a mistake made by the Boards slnce the stutcnent faon

Department of Justice cdurly says that Mennonlies are exvluded from the |
opvaration of the Mlldtary s¢r vice Act and have no duty do nerforn thrcunder

| vmot_.(, to Brother Bergy ome time ago asking him to scc all the BExenntion
Boards In that district and show them the lettecr from the Dear nent at
Qttawa. sach of the ".13?'6;0:3 in Waterloo County have a oy of. the sane lett
from the Depariment of Justice. They should sec thaut the Board:s{ are de
acqualntcd with the declislion of the Govarnnent with regard to all Mennonits

Churches., I gn writing Brother Manasseh Hallman and the other two 3istons

s

today asking them to scec that all of the ixemptlon Bourds before which any

of ocur Brethren are called shall sec thre gony of the 1(,:?,(,r‘frm the Deaars
nent of Justlce. sach of the Amish 3pethren who wWere on the Cormitice to
Ottawa have coples of that letter and t,}'fé_v too srould sce that thelr

Boys arc looked after and the Boards before wkich they ome arce mde ac-

guadnted with the Governnentd decision., 'If mme of our boys have apre aled
fecom the dcei.s lons of the Exemntion Txdbuvml'a, it is certaln that thetir
appedd will be honored and they will get complete exemvtion, Do not worry
about this matter. The f£ind @ urt of anveal will be re Dcnart.rwc i af
Justice and tht 13 the Dem. rtment that has told us that we have no auty

to nerform. At the suc time we should wiy e¢.rmestly that all otkrs Wo
Fawe tri3s along this line may be frec fOph. ovvressions. We need L6 con-
tirual 'y pray for pcucc. All of our menbers should know that under o clir-
cumnstances ahould they vote abt this election. »

I bove that vou are better fon your Rranatisn, We arc h(,z'c ‘in a world

vof @ln and sufifcring of all kindas. We hone for betier Bings ¢ cone .
&w pc thatthe who'e chirch wll apnHoan t ﬁ: day Qf nmyor aa n,
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“Dr‘ " (‘Y“r'i( n
Ab ran Gin:LrlcP,
Marnnasseh Hallarm,

Vineland Ont., Nov, 21, 1917,
Dear Brethren:- Grecting in the nme of our Master,

Word has come 0 me that not all of our you ng brethrenl arc get-
ting recognition concerning trelr falth and are not exenoted from non-
combatant service. Thls is the r@ ort £om the New Hamburg distrlet. It is
shd that these vounz brethren have apre aled thér cases to a higher tribunal

It may be that some of the ghlbunals are not made acqualnted with the
decision of the Deartment of Jusitlice In reaged to all Mennonltes beling
excluded from the overation of the Military Service Act., If tle r°¢c are any
Teribunals in pur district that have a case or cases of application from any
of cur brethren o decelde 1t would be well for you to go with those voung
mer and tuke withk vou the covy ofthe letter from the Dewmrtment of Justlee
which was mdled $to you eme time azo, and show the members of BOosSEe resnet-
ive Tribunis what the declston of the Governmment 1s, They have no right to
accent any case of appllcation from a memeber of the Mennonite Chusch
when such 4ﬁd‘o" nroves hils merbership, Mennonltes do not ome under this
AGt at alls 1nd in uq? these Boards do refluse exenntion from combatant
gervice only and mke the Mennonites anneal to a hlgher court of Exenptl on
they are altogether beyonfd thér jurisdictlion, ﬁﬁxﬂ‘di‘v to the Department
of Justice. They have no right to require a menonite to gome before thir
Triounal mich lees to declde on thelr exemption. ,

inh cagﬂhx ogbur voung men have thus been imposed upon by any oy%hcsc
loczl Trivunds and tkey have avnedled thélr cases, there nced be no fear
that they will pe oblized to do any service In the amy of any kind. Tre
£ind court of covneul is the one which has al ready glven exnression to the
fact that Menncnites are not under this Act,

I trust that the re are not many cases that hve cased trouble and we »
ppay that we may ® ntinue to 11 ve in wage and trust in God for His dally
grace to.be with us in time of triald, :

If tre“Anish brethren are hating any trouble I think they als should
refer the Exemntlon Tribund's to the Declslon of the Governmat ard ask the
nebers of those tribunals to inquire of the Demrtment of Justice regarding
these natiers, If they doubt the authenticlty of the docunst which we hold
1t i3 due then to ascertain 1ts authentiecity atd not ourselves, 1If we
have used fraud In trying to get exemption they should vprove the fraud and
nrosecute aceordinglyg. Our letter from the Govermment will hold godd at all
t mes and we may have all confiddmpe in the declsion ofthe hichest court
in the lund,

Let us ot forget to contimie In orayer and be eamest in ‘sup eforts
to encourage all to be falthful to thelr nrofession, It might be well t
s¢e that all ngregatiions are fully Informed that all Mennonites are =
disfranehiscd at tris election, There arc N0 emcetlions, Those aho wote
will loose the lr exemption privilerces, While we cannot vote we may have
all vower in prayer tht God may direet tre aflirs of the CGovernment accordip
to His will and nmurpose.,

Brother Bergy has the origind lectter from the Demo-tment of Justiee.

If vou need 1t you may get it foonm him,
Yours ir love and faith and srayer,
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Copy of tter, from J.S.Hartzler,

received Nov 21,1917. A cilrcular

Believing that the Brothe rhoo does not reallze the scriousness

-

presest war situation %o the extent that 1t should,Consldering the

thousnds of V@i¢s// fatherless homes, the terrible hardshipsof the trenche
ard prison life, the starving con diton of pillions ofveo ple in EBurope and

Asla, the detcriorating influence of ihc training camps wity thelr shockin
moral and spiritual consequences, the Bxecutive committee of the Indlana-
Michigar Mennonite¢ Conferenceasks the nembership of this district to cob-

serve December 19, 1917, as a day of fasting, and ,tipplication and vruayer,
interceeding bocfore God for forglveness and Divine directlon so tht they
war conditions may got be required t¢ humble us, but tha t we humble ocurse

selves; that we pray for our brethren in detention camps, who with the best

conditions that can be mafe under the clrcumstances are df all subject
to many severe trlals and luring temptations, Also we pray for the warrip

nations, and especPally for trhe heads of these Governmmentsthat they nmay,
under God, become reconcliled to their enemies so that the chlldren of God @
may devote thelr gime and attention ‘to the furtherance of the cause of
Cr.rist and the ingatherint of the lost, instead of having it comstantly dww
@rawn to suffering, bloodshed and death of thousands wlithout Christ whilst
we helplessly awalt the end of this awful carnage. We humbly plead that
other Conferences Joln us in this Intercession.

J.K.Bixler, Moderator,

J.S.Hartzler, Secretary.
Dear Brother:
Will you 4@ what you can to have your Confcrence, and emvecially
the congregations In ywur district heln in tis waiti“p before the Lord wro

. &5 able to "Do all kBhat we ask or thirnke?"
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Gledhill Ave.
» Toromte, Omt.

Nev, 22md. 19170

SeFe. e'ftm
Yineland.

Dear Bx;othor,
f" Greeting im Jesus aname,

Although I shall mot be ecalled for
Military Service wntil the second draft, havimg made
my applieatien for exemtien on the grounds eof eur
faith, I shall bave to appear before the Exemtion
Tribunal in the course eof & few days., and state
my eoase, which is already im the hands of o Wilitary
Representative, who has adviced me as follews -

case has been dimmissed h

mtigi(l)g?v -t hhurdanh:'u ‘-’.m.
:onu 'mu te ssent

but mast vy the atcu:hid “‘.toro(. = »

itself wil Be
mst -lm( 2?-“':? Hs ,rm that m..u

is 0, K. the gignatures t paster and bishep are
Sldded (?f:m c’:'vtIIh of uwse witheut the

. ( 5 ) Unless the aboveevidence b iuged
88 SN can -] o
Hy case vigl gertainly fall flat. .

It matters mot what privileges may have been
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granted te the Nemmonite Church, unless ysu ean give
pesitive preef of the fact that yeu are a member
it will net stand.

If I remember right it was gix years age
last spring, since I enmtered the Missiom hers.

The slegan umder which the board is working
is as follows 3~ ® We mneed the men , not the lxaggig

Any loop hole given themm will be used te
favor their eause.

Yours in ¢hrist,

Y P e e
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vaterloo, Ont., Nov. 23, 1919,

Hon. Arthur lMeighen,
Minister of the Interior,
Ottaws, Ont.
Dear Mr. Meighen:-

You will femember sev ral weeks ago when I called
on you at the "alker House in Toronto, that I referred to the
difficulties which those of the liennonite faith in Waterloo County
and different parte of Ontesrio are leing subjected to by the
Tribunals which operate in the different districtes of Ontario.

T 'm sure that the objeoct of the Act, as introduced
by you in the Houre of Commons, was to grant exemption from Militery
Service to these people, but I find that some of the Tribunals in
our Pistrict, snd elso near T ronto, and even other parte of Onsario,
are trying to split hairs regarding the definition of what is the
meaning of the word liennonite. Ho one ever intimated to me nor tried
to mske wmwe believe that a young man whose father was a Mennonite
511 his.1life and belonged to the lilennonite Church was not also
congiderel a lsnnonite. These people are very conecientious about
this matter and claim that s young men who has not as yet become
a member of their chmreh ic looked uron 28 an sdherent of came.

But those of us who know them so well/in this dietriet would never
think of anythina else but to esall o Wennonites, This matter

hes been under debate for some time in this district and is get'ing

t0 be a rathsr monotonous subject a2nd I do wish that you would got
something definite from the Department that will satisfy therce
neople regarding their status in relotion to the Military Sorvice
8ill, etcy %, for my pasrt, think it ie very unwice to persecute
these peovle who have been considered ae amonget th: best of our
citi-ene in this Aistriect., This is their faith we must give them
er-"it f»r having eonscientious objections regarding war, ete.

It ie not only in war time that they voiced a proteet cgainst var,

but thie has bheen their faith ever since they came to thie Ajctriet:

and in fact, was the casuse in the firet place Of thelr leaving

Furope, and later on the United Hates for Canade.

, , I do hope that you will give this metter your best
‘eonsideration and relieve the tension in-.thés distriet, ar it is
esusing a grest deasl of anxiety snd distrust in thés cummurity,
womething from the Deputy iinister of Juetice that will cleer the
gituation thoroughly would be greatly apprecliated by all thoge vwho
belong t5 $¥. Hennonityfsith, and aleo to thoee who asre their friends
in this Aintrict, snd %ho voul? svoreciale their worth ‘ag citizens,
Thie matter chould de attented to a' onee and Tribunale should be.
given to anferstand thet whan theee young men apply for exemption

v
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#2Hon. Arthur lMeighen.

alth uzh they do not belong to &he wennonite Church as yet,
thaet it ies their object and desire later on to be taken into
fellowshir with that Church, although at the present time we |
muet coneider them as =2dherents only. 1hey do not attend any }
other Churéh, they !mov no other faith but that of their |
fathers, and therefore I appeal to you to give this matter |
v e

AN 40y
VUL AP
&

9

yo.r immedia‘e coneideration, &and

-

Yours very truly,






