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iLlitary Service Act. 7
[//

Bishops and Brethren:- Greeting.

X Owing to the fact that a number of the Exemption Tribunals have not

~ been glving recognition to the claims of our brethren for exemption on the
grounds tht they are excluded from the operation of the Military Service ai
Act, and since their rulingthave not been uniform it is afivisable that
every claim that has not been honored with entire exemption should be at
once appeal.ed to a higher tribunal, Where exemption has beeén gramted condi-
tionally for other then conscienticus reasons the claim should also be aped
pealed to accord with the regulations that Mennonites are excluded from the
Act, and hence not subject to the eonditions prescribed by the Local
Tribund s, :

The Military Service Council at Ottawa has speclally considered the
position of the Mennonites in Ontarlo and threfore we have a right to claim
our privileges of entire freedom from the Military Service Act under the
ruling which they have giwen. Their decision was made upon the appelas of
Menncnites &n Ontario, and our clans mnay be made accordingly.,

Each Bishov and each minister who has charge of a congregation in wichs
tre re are brethren who have clalimed exenption should see that these claims
are nade for all who are effected by decisions of the Local Trubunals,

Praying for our young brethren and for our authoritdés tht we may have
our peace and righteousness secured 1o us, I am, »

Yours in behalf of the Committee,

//‘ : V
\
Vineland Ont., Nov 29, 1917.

S.F.Coffman,
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Vineland Ont., Nev. 28, 1917.
O3las Cressman, ‘ -
New Humburg Ont.,
Dear Brother:- Grecting.

Your lether recleved and noted, Thank yu for the

pro::‘z"mn(, of the Baden Blble Confe %nce. Would have been glad to be
NG sen t. and to have enjoyed the *o(;d things with you, May God bless the
gseed tht hus been sown,

wm: sczard to the ma-ter of the exemptlon of our young brethren, it
scems that there are dlfferences in the manner of dedl ing with our brethren
We have no speclfic cascs to use In order to refer the matter tO the
Military Service Counell at Ottawa. If any of our young brethren ‘are not
entirely exempted on account of thelr belonging to the Nennonlte cha reh
they should avveal at once to the next higher Trlounal. In caee that Tri-
punul refuscs to dlamlss them foon secrvice the re 13 mother Tribund to
which they may apveal. I do n' ¢ think that it wohdld dbe wise at pres nt 10
tpouble the Denastment of Justice at Ottawa with this matter untll we have
had all the cases anmaled %0 the higher Triounals. In cas e thay do not
allow any of these avpllications to Mennonltes then it will bd time to
take the matter up witv/Oitawa. Sce that any cades you have in gur congre-
-gation trcre tkrat arce not entlrely freec are at once annealed to the next
nigher Tribunal, and I think you will get them clea[r.- Yours in fath

o)
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HE LORD is not slack concerning

his promise, as some men count

slackness: but is long-suffering to
usward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to re-
pentance. 2 Pet. 8:9.
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Vineland Ont., December 7, 1917.
To His Honour Chlef Justice Duff,
Central Appeal Judge, .
Department of Justlce,
Military Service Branch,
Ottawa,

Exenntion
With reference 10 the action of the Local Tribunds who
have had to deal with the exemptions clains made by young men who are
menbe rs of the Mennonite Chuech and of other Churches of kindred faith,
vemlt me (o state that the re has not veen a unlform con Sid("&ulﬁ of
the sald clalms for total exemption from all ,iiltary service, which
privilege they have had just reason to claim as a result of the uppeal
made by a Committee of our Chiarch to the Govemnent and the declsion
endercd threupon by the Mi:litary Service Councll, a copy of the corres-
pondence being herewlth enclosed,

Bly,

W

In eme Instances these sald young men were t0old that they needed not to
have apvlied for exemption, they beilng excluded from the operatlon of the
Military Service Act. In other cases thefr clalms were marked "Allowed."
soné ere allowed for other than nsclenticus reasons: others were
80 long as they remalned ‘on farms, and still others were exempted from
combatant service only.

We have takern the liberty of advising all 3
exennted or who are exempted for cther than religlous c1a1r
from the deelisions of the Local Tribunals, this advice bein
above nientioned declsions of the Military Service Council,

, not totally
18, to mpeal
ig based on the

Wons oiiag. B oy b Jrtinliok
ﬁ” ﬁﬂ& trust that tkeress bemurc sume favorable and uniform conkderatlon
9%@ “ZPueds by all aAppeal fribunals a3 has been granted us by the

Milituny Service Council aﬁﬁ*or which our veple have been sincerely
grateful. We trust alsc that 4ny member ¢f cur Chuch who has not under-
8t004 and hus not avalled himself of the privilege of appeal will seckive
equal conslderation with those who have avnealed for recognition of thelr
falth which prohibits thelr engaging in any form of military service.

Trusting that Your Honour will give this mtter your most gracious
msideration , I ap

Respectfully and humbly,

Your servant who doth vetition,

on bcﬁulf of the Mennonite and Amish Mennonite Commitice.
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Vineland Ont., Decempbecr,

His Honour Chlef Justlce buff,

Cent@gl Appcal Judge,
Department of Justice,
Military Service Branch,

b b ogoaare
Otvawa.

With rcfcﬂc 1de to0 the action of the Local Exemption Triburals who
have had $o0 deal with the exemvtions clains made by gung men who are
membe rs of the Mennonlte Churck andfother Churckes of kindred falth,
vesmlt me to state tra.t there has rot been a uniform consideratlion of
the said claims for total exemptiou from all military service, which
nrivilege they have had just reason to claim as a result of the appeal
nadé by a Cormmittee of our Chwch 0 the Govermment and the decision
rendered tEreupon by the Military Service Council, a copy of the correspord
mce belng herewith enclosed.

ecdid i T Tt

In eme instances these sald young men were told tht they had no necd 66
ap)ly&&é for exemption since they were excluded from the overation of the
Military Service Act. In other cases thelr claims were marked "Allowed." 0Ga
Some wé#é”*7ﬁowcd for other than consclentious reasons, and others were
P e 3 ong as they remained on farms, and still others were exemvted

f rom mammata t Service ornly.:

We have thken the liberty of advising adl wf such-—young 1,n0% totally
exemnpted or who were exemnicd fao¢ otheér thun religious clalms, to apveal
from the decisions of the Local Tribunals, this advice being based on the a
above mentided dec1310”~'zg“Fe Military Service Council.

Ed 2 ’ /’?, EO .fﬂﬁw»fJ’?%; ga“'iﬁar.uu e, 4,;;{ /7”
We Yefist e/ .,rl,al-‘é ay be & favorablg/and un créz‘o g P these.
anne&l“QIﬂ : " '/‘w%thnmheﬁﬁeaéséea alrea given to us by the

Military Service Council for which our people have been sincerely grateful,
and we trust also that iz any zase member of our Church who has not under-
stood or has not yet availed hinself of the privilege of appeal will also
receive equal conslderation with those who have appnealed for the recogni-
tion of thelr faith which prohlbits them from engaging in any form of
military service.

O—
Trusting tht Your Honour will give thls matter your most graclous
onsiderat io s 4 AN,

Hambly and falthf fully,

Your servant who doth pepvéslon, .

On berhalf of the Mennonite and Amishk Mennonite Commitice.
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Vinetand Ont., December 7, 1917,

To the Honourable Charles J Doherty,
Minister of Justice,
House of Parlliament,
Ottawa.,

Slr.‘, ®
With reference to the actlion of the Local Exemption Tribunals who
have had to deal with the exemption lains made by young men who are
memoers of the Mennonite Church and of other Churches of kindred faith,
permit me to state Lo yourself and to the Govermment that thcre has nos
becen a uniform conslderation of the sald claims for total exemptlon from
all military service, which privilege thay have had just reason to clalm as
a result of the appeal made by a Commlittee of our Church to the Govesmment
and the declslon rendered tre“euoo" by the Military Service Council, which

coauuil we have addressed concerning this matter, enclosing covles of our
fomer correspondence with tre GOVt‘”ﬁG‘u.
In me instances these young men were told that they needed not 4o ;

have applled for exemption, they being excluded from the overatlon of the

Millitary service Act. In other cases thier clailms were marked "Allowed."

Some clalms were allowed for other than consclentious rcasons. Others were

exemotcd so lons as they recmain on farms, and 8t1ll others were exenmpted
rom combatant service only,

We have taken the liberty of advising our members not totally exemnted
or who are exempted for other thun religlous clalms, to avneal from the
declsions of the Local Tribunals, this advice belng bascd on the above
mentioned_dcclsolns of the Mllitary Service Council,

We trust that these appeals may be granted the same favorable and
niform considerations as have bheen granted us by the Military Service

Councll for which our people have been sincercly grateful, and we trusi
also that any member of our Church wo has not understood and has not
avalled himself of the privilege of avveal will rececive equal conslderation
wltr those who have appedded for recognition of thelr falth which prohivlis
thelr engaging in any form of military service, :

Trusting that thig puerep nay recelve your most earmest considez-
atlon and that of the Demrtments conccrned, I an, Sir,

Most respectfully,

On behalf of the Committice of the Mennonlite and /misk Mennoniste
Churches
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Vineland Ont., December 7, 1917,
To the Honourable Charles J, Doherty,
Minéster of Justlce,
Housec of Parliament,
Ottawa.,
Siri:-

With reference to the actuon of the Local Exemption Trlbunals who
have had to deal with the exemption claims made by voung men who are
members of the Mennonite Church snd of other Churches of kindred failth,
pemit me to state to yourself and to the Govermment that there has not
been a uniform ¢ nsideration of the sald claims for totul exemption from
all military service, which privilege they have had just reasons to cain
as a resal of the appeal made bu a Gommitice of our Cyurch to the Boven-
ment and the decision rendered therupon by the Military Service Council,
which uncil we have addressed concerning this matter, enclosing coniles
of our former cor-espondence with the Government.

In eme inetances these woung men were told that they needed not to have
applied for exemptl n, they being excluded from the operation of the
M>litary Service Act. In other cases thelr claims were marked "Allowed,"
Some claims were allowed for other than conscientious reasons., Other were
exempted ® 1long as thy reamin on farms, and still others were exenfpted
from combatent service aonly.

We Bve taken the liberty of advising our members not totally exepted
or who have been exempted for other thaon religlous claims, to apoeal from
the decisions of the Local Tribunal s, thls advice belng based on the above
mentioned declsions of the Military Service Council.

We trust that these avpeals may be granted the same favorable and uni-
form egnsideration as has been granted us by the Military Serviee Courcil,.
for which our people have bben sincerely grateful, and we trust also that
any member of our Chwch who has not understood and has not avkled himself
of the privilege of appal will receive equal,consideraton #th those who
have appcale d for recognition of thelr faith whech prohibits thelr engag-
in any form of military service.

Trusting that this matter may rccelve your most earnest cond deration
and that of the Departments oncerned, I am, Sir,

On behalf of the Mennonite and Amish Mennonise Commitce,
Most respectfully,
Signed, s.F.Coffman,

Brethren:- Greeting, This note 1s avpended to save space and labor, Our
letter of thanks to the Prime Minister was wlitheld until this matter of
the appeal of the cases of some of our brethren hhe heen settled, We are
st11l grateful to the Government and feel that there will be no difficulty
on s@heount of the fimpeal cases since the Beaprinent of Justice has acted m
the standing of the Mennonites in Ontario amd sald that they and all other
non-resistant bodies are not under the Milltary Serv.ce Act, and has been
thus interpreting the law to all who have apolied for such informdion.
Let us thank God and hold our confidence and stcadfasineds of falth,

Humbly Yours in faith,

X S.F.C.
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Vireland Ont., Decenmber,

Te Hlis Honocur Chilef Ju tioc §0. 0 o 2
Central Appeal Judge,
Dénariment of Justive,

Military Service Branch,

& b oorares
v Lawa -

Sir:- Witk reference te the action of the Local Exemption Tribunals who
have had to deal with the Exempt ion Claims of the young men who are
menbers of the Mennonlte Church and of other Churches of kindred falth,
rermit me to state that there has not been a uniform o ndideration of
of the s&d Claims for total exemption from all millitary service, whick
privilege they have had just reasonn to clalm as a result of the appeal
made by a Comlttee of our Chuch to the Governrent and the decision
rendered tle rupon by the Military Service Courcll, a cony of the corres-
pondence being heewith enclesed,
sald

In ®sne Instances these young men were told that they needcd not itc
rkave applied for exemption they bvelng excluded from the operatton of the
"Milltary Service Act. In other cases trelr €lcims were marked "Allowed."
Some Cl4ims were allowed for oether than conscienticus recasons; others were
exemhied 80 long as they remained on farms, and still othrs were exennted
fron combatant service only.

We have taken the llberty of advising eur menbers, not totally exenmvted
or who were exennied for other than religlous clalns, to avneal from the
declsions of the Local Tribunals, this advice belng based on the avove de#b
nentioned declsions of the Millitary Sersvicé ® uncil.

#e Lr~asy that these appeals may be granted the same favorable gonsiden
ation as has peen granted ud by the Military Service Counchl for which our
vecnle have been sincerely grateful. We trust that any member of our
Church who has not unde=stood and rd not avalled himself of the prévilege
of appeal will recelve equal consideration with those who hLave anncaled £m
recognition of thelr falth which prehiblts thelr engaging in any form of
nliditarcy service,

Trusting that ¥Your Honour will glive this matter your mest graclous
conslderation, I am,

Respectfully and humbly,
Your Servant who dotkr petition,

Signed, S.F.Coffman,

On behal!f of the gnnonlte and Amish Mernnonite Coermitiec,





