_ Mennonite Archives of Ontario
Military Service Acti.

Vineland Ont., December 7, 1917.
To His Honour Chirf Fustice Duff, ;
Central Appeal Judge,
Department of Justlce,
Military Service Branch,
Ottawc,

slr, With reference to the action of the Local Exemption Tribunals who
have had to deel with the exemption claims of young men who are

members of the Mennonite Church ghd of other Churches of jindred falth,
vermit me to state that hhere has not been a uniform consideration of

the sald claims for total exemption from all lilltary service, which
privilege they have had a iYQﬁtrGBSOHS to clainm as a result of the appeal
made by a Committee of our Church to the Goverrment and the decision
rendered tBreupon by the Military Service Council, a copy of the corres-
pondence being herewith enclosed,.

In mome Instances theSe young men were told that they needed hot %o |
have applied for exemptlon, they being excluded from the operation of the |
Military Service Act. In other cases thelr claims were marked "Allowed".
some clalms were allowed for other than consclenticus rea® ns, Others were
exempted so long as they remén on farams, and stlll others were exempted
from combatant service only.

We have taken the liberty of advising our members not totally exempted
or who are excmpted for other thon religious claims, to appeal from the
decisions of the Local Tribunals, this advice being based on the above
mentioned decisions of the Military Service Council,

We trust tht these avpesls may be granted the sane favorable conslder-
atlion as has been granted us by the Military Sservice Council for which our
neople have been sincerd'y grateful. We trust also that any member of ouxr
church who has not understocod and has not availed himself of the privilege
of appfeal will recelve equal consideration with those who have appealed fo
recognition of thelr faith which prohibits thelr engaging in any form of
military service.

Trusting that Your Homour will give this matter your most graclous
consideration, I am,

Respectfully and humbly,

Your servant who doth petition,
On bepalf of the Mennonite and Amish Mennonite Committec,

S.F.Coffman,
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N

OFFICE OF THE &
CENTRAL APPEAL JUUDGE

CANADA

/ - ’ )
///72”777 12th December,1917.

S. F. Coffman, Esq.,
Vineland, Ont.

Dear Sir:-

Your letter of the 7th Instant addressed to Mr,
Justice Duff, Central Appeal Judge, is received. The in-

formation contained therein will be fyled, and should any appeals
come before this Counrt it will then be available and will

be considered.

Yours truly,

cA e ont /

Glerk/to Central Appeal Judge.
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Bimira . Ont. Dee. 15%h, 191%7:

7

Coffman,

Vineland, Onte.

Dear Friend:

Greetings.

Through the kindness of a certain friend I have received
several copies of the correspondence. which has transpired of late
between yourself and certain government officials. The subject under
discuesion in the various letters is of vital importance and I am
plessed to take this opportunity in behalf of the llennonites of this
community to thank you for the interest that you have taken in the
welfare of the Mennonites in general.

We have reason to be thankful that our feith is being
recognized by our government and it is to be hoped that its confid-
ence and favors have not been mis-placed. In order to. show our apprec-
igtion to the government for the priviledges which we enjoy it has
been suggested that the lMennonites raise a certein sum of money and
peesent it directly to the government with the earnest appeal that it
be utilized for charity purposes only. In order that the minde; of the
conscientious objectors might be at ease the promise of the Mirister
of Finance might be secured to the effect that the sum donated would
be used onlylfor the purposes intended.

The writer has Jjust returned from a trip to Cayugs and
Markham where the proposition was introduced to some 0f the clergy and
was favorably received. In this lecality, however, there seems to be
a difference in opinion regarding the donation guestion which has
caused it to drift into a different channel and has shaped it info a
proposition which will probably win more favor if it can be carried
through.

“y all asppearances the present Military Service Act
exempts the lMennonite from combatant service only and he is subjeet to
non-combatant service. "hile there may be no such papers in the care
of the Minister of Justice at Ottawa it is claimed that there are such
papers in the possession of the British Government in Which the lNenno-
nites were promised eyemntlon from military service in any form s long
time ago.

The suggestion hss now been made that we make combined
efforts to have this promise renewed and that it be recognized by the
6rown. And if such promisé' énd recognition can be secured that we,
gs Nennonites, then would feel justified in donating & large sum of
money to the government as & token of our thanks for the priviledges
which we would thus obteain. It is to be taken for granted that if this
pledge would be renwwed the lMennonites would be willing to pay a large
sum of money which could be used to advantage by the government for
other purposes than war.
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hile the spirit of bribery may be claimed to exist
in this ‘vonoc"*lon it shou*ﬁ be .remembered that we are but applying
for the priviledges w,ick our fore-fsthers enjoyed in years of yore
and that, while we would be unable to pay for the same if the author-
ities would be gracious e“oug% to grant them, we might surely make
an effort towards showing our gratitude DbI rzklﬁ: sn ample donation.

_ I am forwarding a copy of this letter to other pointe
and am introducing the proposition in person to the different clergies
of the Mennonite uruzch in this Cﬁm"unluv mhile we do not happen to
¥now each other in person I trust that our interest in the welfare
of our church will be*recognized a& one and further more hope that
you will give this letter due consideration and will answer it as
vou think proper. I se1 confident that the Mennonites of this 2o
community will be pleasged %o co-operate with you should you deem it
sdvisible to proceed with the proposition and personally, I would
be willing to accept and act ian any suggestion that you may wish

to make.

An early answer will be ap
Tord through Hie mercies protect us fro
ful surroundinge even though we do not

Yours very truly,
LY L%
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“question has been onuside

Menr?(;nite Archives of Ontario
“Milltary Senwvice Act.

Vineland Ont., Deccmber, 14, 1017.
Peter Boshurt, : e
Milverton, Ont. RR.-1. g 7"
Deur Brotrer:- Greeting in the nane of Jesus. :
Your lester reg.cding the ex waption of the yung brethren
nd sFelr anvneals to the hisher Tribunals to hand and noted. \

ECFoE

o

it i

Infeoation rezarcding this matter has boen sent 0.1v to all of the mem-
bers of the Committee of Mennonite aund Amish Brethren who were in the
deleg ratlon which went t0 Ottawa on the 1lith of OCtober and had an interview
with tre Prinme Minlstcr and Secretacy of State concemming the exenntion
of Vernronites fron all milltary Serelce. "‘}“(m( ras ou" sone communlcation
Wity sre diffcrent devartnents of the Governnent from ting %0 time since
then ans the r lies have all bgen recclived and arc now on fyle with the
Secretary of the Commlittce who 18 also the Secretury of the Conference, °
Bro. David Baergy, New Dundce Ont.

Regarding the claims which ocur boys have 0 make at the ave al courss %
may I suggest that d elr clulng which they have made pbefore the Loc..l
Triounals will be nsldered, and the clalim for the avpeal will al sc be
consideced. In case t:hau \.}mae brethren ace called before the Anpeal
courts they would necd to present the 3&!’!6(\/1‘115‘13 shich they have presented
to the ifxemption ¥rlounals and have the &;{mf of trelr clailms,- that i3 ,
a certiftcute of thelr membershiv witk the Chwch, and thelr cluim that the
confession of fafth of the Mennonlte Cherch and her teacking is that none 6
her members may engage In elther combatant or nen-combatant military scrvie A
A nurboer of our Ministers and Bishops rave anveuarcd before the Locul
gxenntion Boards with coples.of the statenent made by the Deputy Mégnistecr @
Justice in reply to our letter 10 the Prine Minister, in w i¢cr was stated
sthat the Mennonltcs are excluded from the ovneraton of the Act. None of thm
secemed Inclined to glve a more favoruble verdlct on that a count, dcpend-
ing on thelr instructions and avolding the clains of Consclenticus reaens,

I do not know what instmictlcns the Avpveal Courys will have rogurding these
claims of non-rcsistant churdhes. They will be governed by dirscations fon
head-quartcrs and 1t 13 yet %0 be dcternined what decislons they wil' glv(..
We have asked the Minister fdfd of Justice and the Chlef Justice to eonbder
our claims and grant us complete eéxenption in the appeal courts, A 1et.t.m-

7
1

A

‘recelved today fom the Chlef justlce, who 13 the Centrul apreal Judge stals

that the Information set Him will be fyled and used for refercnee in case
an apneal comes to his @urt, According to that statement, 1t may be neces-
sary to anpeal from the Districi Avneal Coupts to the higer Trivunals unt
the cases come before the Crief Justlce. In taht case, there wlll be mo
question but that the demnon will be 1n favor of our boys, since the
erd In ma ullitnry aervloe Counell and there dete
; . I a enclos

mlmd bhat. Mnnmlu:
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‘;hpught best to withhold the

s+ Mennonite Archives of Ontario

. Vineland ont,, Dec. 14, '1017.
X, », Bearinger’,
Einira, Ont. Box 67.

My Dcar Frédnd and Brother:- Grecting.
Your letter of ‘the 13th Inst. reicived and notcd with Interest
and pleasurc. The interests of the non-resistnat churches of our countay
at the prcscrnt time are 8o vitaly connceted at the nresent time that we
weleme Gvery offort of any one or any branch of the falth which makes fo
the Chuscrcs a litile morse vrogress toward the solution of the ptoblem
whlch ase have on hand, - the rccognition of a falth which cannot accept
military scrvice In any fom., We are glad for the apnreciaton of what we
a8 a Comittce have becen able Lo do and ' trist that these efforts may still
D¢ sunnlemcnicd by otbrs whick wikll scoure cur recognition before the Bov-
ernment and retaln for us the privileges of entire excmptlion from militasy
scrvide of any kind céther In times of veuce or war,

A recent commtication on behalf of the Commitice to the Deprtment of
Justlee and also Lo the Ministcr of Justice concerning the apneal Cases
of trose bretheen who have not been granted totul excnntion from military
service on consclenticus grouds, has had a reply from the Central Appeal
Judge stating tht the information sent in the letiecr will be kept on fyle
and used a3 referende in case any apveal come bofrec tht court, No reply as
yet has been had Prom the Minister of Tustice. This mcans that all cases
claining totul exemption may requlrc %o be anvealed until trecy ome before
the Centrul Court of anpeal when the final decision of the cae will be
made. We have no Pear but tha t in the highest court, the Militarvy Serevice
Councll will alrcady have detcrmifnied the the meaning of the Migltary Sesvie
Ret with rcforence to "Exenpiions® and"gExcentions®., The Mennonites arc in-
cludcd In the class tht 13 BExcepted from the Act, but the Local Tribunds
have not so interprescd 1t. Those of other denominations who havé consclen-
tlous objections and those churchos who forbld &combatant scevice® are the
ones Indicated in the "Sxcnntionfelause. Our non-combatant falik or Non-
resistant falth 13 not described In the Exemption clausc, and hence the
clain which we make 13 rightly made and can only be met by the condition
providcd for undcr the "Excevtions®paragraph, We belicve tht the Gove mneny
in framing the law, had In view the¢ relleving of those #ho objeet %0 all
forms of war from any scrvice, but the law hae not made th¢ vnolnt as clear
as 1t night have boen, and hence the trouble that we have becn expericneing
and willi continue to nmect with the Exemntions Tribunds, We arc praying
and laboring for our peace and falthful adhercnce 0 the muinecinlies of
Chrdt our Head, and Pringe of Pcace,

Some time ago a letter was franed in which 1t was our desire to tender
tc the Prime Ministcr and to the fwemnent the thanksof the Chuches intcr-
¢ated for trhe recogniton that was glven to us in the revort from the
Military Service Council through the Deputy Minlstcr of Justice. Aftes it
was learmced that the ixemption Trlounals were not interpreting the luaw as
Fad becn detrmined by the sald Council and gave o recognition to the leter
from the Deputy Ministcr of Justlcee, and since there were 3¢ many different
nractlecs by the Local Boards and many varicitles of excmpntions even when
the Claims of membershin of nqﬁ;ycaiutan; churcres werc presented, 1t was b
}et&%r untll‘zfe mattce of dlffc rences in

3 5 LR 7, I

TIARE TN
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dceeislons of the BExemption Teibunals shall have been adjustcd. At thal

timg 1% 13 the nurpose of our Committce Lo express our aporeclation to

the fiovernment for the favors shown us and for the benefits enjoyed in the
past by thosc of our falth,undce ‘We laws of Canadi,

© o UInconneetton with the lettes of thanks we nentloned that we felt

that we werc not sharing an equul burden with those who,were required tO
serve in/a milisary caﬁ&clty Mo duty was assigned to'us above thosc of
our usual enes a clulzerna of the ounsry. Yo sacrifice was rcquirscd Lo be
made 'since we were freC from all service demanded under military regula-
tiona., On this acount we exnressed oursclves as desirous of doing something
that would ghow Qur interests in our country 4nd our felloweltizons as well
as towurd rarmally in generul. This wcild neccasarily rave $0 be a voluntay
scfvice and thua would b In full accord wlur tri¢ chetistian splirit which

we profcssed and one wkt in which we muld engage from the hars. We sug-
gested that nlans were 1 Process of formation for such scrvice and our
gratitude to trhe CGovermment could then be nanifestcd in mome more sub-
gtuntial manner. Yoyhing was stated as to what the nature of the scrvice
would be, whether a entrlbution to the Govement or %o Red Cross work, or
war-suffoerers at home or 1n otrhcre lands, The question now is , 1in what
Alrect ion shall our efforts be extended?

The work of the Red Cross 1s %00 nearsly asscclatcd with the army or-
ganization to harmonize with ocur views of military service. We would not
advisc personal scrvice in that branch of the amy. The Govornment has made
a call for finunclal assistanee and asked for subsceintions for bonds., We @&
hatc not adviscd the loan of noney for war marnoses, and do not foel tht
the interst on money loaned for war Durnoses woild b rightcous gén. 8in \,c
tre anount called for by tre Government ras been ove r-supscribed there dos
not 3¢C, Lo De un garant need at poesent £or mongy for GOVEIMMEny LULDOSES.
T™e asslstance tht ould be glven to the Qoveennent or Lo any of 1t3 nmublic
ministrations could be only sugh tht comes 1n the line of rcllcf for the
suffering and helpless. We have considercd relicf for the voermanently dis-
ablcd m ldicrs at home. The othoer object 13, the rcllef of the war-sufferes
anong the clilxzen pomulation of thosc foreign bhdﬁa‘lc‘ in which {t 1o
possible for our Govarnment to glve material ald. Owing to the atiitude
thich we have taken relative to the war service, thore would be some incons
slstancy 1n giving mongy to the Government without qualifying the nasture eof
1ts use. On the other hand mone feel that we should not affiliate oo much
with the CGovernnent In our wrk of charity.

A3 to the question of ziving to the Govemnent for the favor of our
relliglious libertles, we are supnorting sthe Govermnent as all others do for
trhe nrivilege of our cltlzenship. Favors are not on a comnerclal basis in
civilized Govermments. It might be constmed in another light but we fecl
that we skould take the stand of human and christian justice in deling with
leglslative questiona, If the Gevormnment shouald requirc that 7 pay a
speciflcd anount to the Govermnmngns 1n lie of military scr-vice we srould -See
feel 1t cur duty to comply with the derand unquestioningly, since trhe Govse
ernment would be responsible for the jJustlice or injustice of the act of
demand and the use of the funds. There could be no occusion of glving funds
to the fovernment of our own will without a sense of patronage, oriboery or
unscenly chagacter In the eyes of nary veonle and hence the question of its
advieabllity.
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Mennonite Archives of Ontario
N.M.B-3, : -
Qur position 1s pecullar on account of olr doctrine of peace und sepad
atlon from tre world. We do not want t0 be unchristian., There are /ays of
acconplishing our humanisarian amd cheistian intersts and dutles outside
of -Goveenental dgenales, The chilrch has 1ts agencies in all nlaces. and in
many diffcrent works of crharity. Through these organizations 1t i3 pedsible
to do all thut we can do. Aftér conaldefing all things 1t' 'scems to be the
opvinion of some that our work should be duﬂc-u}non-vﬁ the channels of the
chaches and not through the Government. Bub 1871t 1s/f¢14 that something
should be done for the Governnenis sake therc might be some compromlise
geds I think that sthe plun nro oscd of having a joint mecting of the
ntatives of all of the churches 'n:gnpsuad rould be of some benefit
in having the work arrahged Wnformmly and systcomatiocally. Anything that ould
be done ® that all of us wuld mect and talk over these matters would be
advisable some sugsd leons ffon all would no doubt heln to Bet the matier
on a wopking basls and ate! to further the ends of the -cheches could be
then asarricd out by paL,lps nadb r¢3nonsible for 31 ¢h work.,
Thanking vou for your nersonal interest In the aause and ale for
the brotherly splrit of the brethren whom yocu rcepeecsent, and psaying thé
we nay fully undccsgand eachother, the nceds and may Co—onxﬂit( in the groa
work of ninistering to the necds of the suffering world and showlng outthe
Spirittof our Lord in doing good, in saving life and not in dcdtfcyin;,

Yours in falth and service,
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TO the Honourable \Charleg J. Doheety,
Minister
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The Elmira Planing Will Co, Lithited
BAUMAN& P .ETSON

PLANING MILL, and Dealers in
ROUGH LUMBER

<nOvis
L

Elmira, Ont, Dec. 18, 1917

"v'l"}p-’,c Ad - onts
ear Friend:
Peace in the name of the Redeemer.
1ou* letter of 1 . 14th wae received and reed with sincers
oub Fuch correspomdence the good interests nf mankind are
nd ﬁ ng €0 may form = 1o,nﬁ i
pos igh

brought ¢
1 1tenéng the light tha

hope, wi
in these
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The ﬁonation question was very plglnly dealt with in your
letter and your opinion has my deepest respect. However, the cirourc*ances
under which we are trying to improve the proposition seem  to differ snd
I trust that you will not consider it aggressive on my pert if I fry to
explain the resson why I teke such an anxious interest in the matter.

that you may understand my position oetfer it is per-
haps nec e certain explanations. I happen to be in charge of s
planing in this town and come in contact with many classes
of peop mber of that whieh is known in this loeality as the old
Mennoni am interested in the welfare of the lMennonites in
general contained a paragreph referring to the different agen-
cies of the chlrc} through which chesritable work may be sccomplished. It
seems that euch organizations are not favored by our brasnch of the church
ae they do not exist in the way to which you refer.

The Red Crose and Belgian Relief Funds served as an o oortunity
for us to assist in sharing the burdens of our land but were coneidered by
the majority to be directly united with the rest of the work that upholds

var and therefore such assistance would not be in acecordance with our
S

OQur attitdide concerning assistance in thi
o [=

have been respeeted a fact for which we gl L d S 18n}

Then the government offered Victory Bonds st 5% interest and
the Dominion of Qanada for security. &4 few of our Lrpt}ren,"o seibly
untentio nal]w, made the sad mistake of buying bondes and I dare say that it
ig nee je to state the opinion of the people as a result of these transsc-
tionk. ke Lenqonites could not give a free donation to the Red Cross or
Belgien Relief Funds because of their rel € ; , igh

rate of interest can be obtained on gcod
opportunity and the purpose for which th
considered.
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ita  Planing Kill Co, Limited

BAU MAN & LETSON 1

PLANING MILL, and Dealers in
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our legsie
oMmuti oo W1
ionship since

h¢ Db izeh Peiat
t dn undeastanding
atlion, I #was andce the in
Menionlite branch o6f the church
you o cor iyour vlain statence: of ke case. 1 rave alwwvs versonal ly ¢nter-

talned a wam feuling of oc Pect and love for the brethoen., My wifc has an
o

30ne

3
Uticle, Levi Ressler, and cousin, “}ﬂhi Ressler, In Indiana who arc nenbers
0f - tre¢ Church, and one of ny mogt ¢ppected Great Mceles, Gabrig! Heatwole
of Virpiniau 15 one of vour n ',,:,i,:;*.u: S8, I trust that the wamer gpirit of
felendanip and the asusoclutions whick we mist necessarl!y have in our

] 2
exne riorces :4?‘.<1 zc' timony for Chrelass nay tend to Inspisg a gredater confi-
dence and norse hamonious soirls ancng us , 8o thut oup efforts togather
nay becone st o AD(.. n attalning our connon ailms, letting tre light of the

Gospel of Salvation and Peace shine cut o the ansaved and ungody world
Lo bring men to Christ our Sa 1

Regarding the quesslon of making a wmnirsibution to ¢ ¢
war safferers through done es-ablililed organizatipn vrescnts u pecuilur
phase wist!. your church. I know tla v.You rave no ocganizesion for ths Dl o=
Pos3C and understand the sentiment segarding 1%, But, having an underst: andis
anong the diiforent congregan lons as Lo who should be sepnonsivle 1". @ach
eongiPcgat lon or dlustride for tha collcetlon or forwarding of the funda
e¢oliccted,. and then knowlng the ovjest for which 4 ¢ funds arc o ontributed
would 30lve the question without tre ald of any outatde O"‘f”'”i-uvi”‘. Thode

cong rogations which have/ such ‘organizations could rake uac of trert and
gach class eould then w rk as 1Y suiscsd them, The primelvie noint for a
conferenee of ull the Alffe rent b(::iirf'f Lo corslder would be y TO Wrat
object could al!l of the non-rcslatant bodlcs contribute? What shocuid be the
atitlitude of these aghurcres toward the conteibution ‘o nove Marent suvvort?
Therc nay be other quost 1(,.. o dmslder, put 1 scens o ne S at the two
mentioned arc tte chicf ones. Sonc 0f our brethrer have invested in
Govermment Bonds, but have not subscribcd to the late victooy loan,

The object with .son" People 18 Lo iglve tre ald to the Goverrment cCcause
1t ras need of funds and Witk otiw s ke 13 a nmaties of gets ng goocd in-=
tercut, Of ou":‘sc the world secs 1 L8 She dost m¢ to get galn and Lrias will
nDlade the wrong construction apon the best purpees of :M, chrigtian, It ds
Yoo true thit not all of dur renbgna a e the nost exep,ary and we musf,
DeLe Witk n.}\cm and suffer the revcoach &3 Wellis But 1t 13 better for us o
use chasity and pvaticnee and suffer th an 6 dlgccurage and deive away asenc
‘weak and erring one wrom we should 4 P’y L0 ca,__xc:. But 1f 1t 15 nos . lble for
us L0 sno dlscct the 1lifes of our brethron that they will do what L2 wlscst
1%, sach ‘Matiers we would be dolng she be'st thing for all,

Lo

o

$
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New Dundee, DEC, 20th 1917.

s.F.Coffman
Dear Bro. Greeting,

Bro. Manzsseh Hallman and myself appeared
with some of the boys before His Honor,Judge Reade, 2t Kitchener
yesterday, He says that anything brought in outside of the
Military Service Act of 1917 is outside of his jurisdiction.
and tﬁgeforeﬁhas no power to exempt our men fpom non=combatant
service. He also said t'at he did not believe that Justice
puff,the final Appeal Judge, would give 2 different decision.

I am enclosing a copy of = letter from the Deputy Minister of W
Justice which speaks for itself. I believe it was through the
efforts of B;;tBSaac Reaman and Elder S.Gowdy that this letter
was written .

Yours in faith

D.Bergey.
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N
Vineland ont Dec, 2 ¥8LY,
David Qc"gay, Sec.
New Dundce, Ont.
Dear Brother:- Grecting,
Your lettecr of the 80th Inst. with enclosed copy
of the Stouffville leticr re the Excevtlion ¢é the M,S.A. of Mennonltes
was recelved last evening, Thanks for the Informatl on.

It seems that some of the Judges and otkrs whe have the matter of
Excrnotions on hand do not interpret the Act as do others, And thkre are
differences in the decisions of the same Tribunals., The only recourcse that
we may have in such cases 13 to appeal to highr tribunals untill! the matte:
is brought to the attention of the final Avneal Court, If the mattere of

our standing under this Act 1s to be determined it must be determined

through the Central Appeal Court and If that body has alrcady acted or
Fas been Instrumenrdal in glving advice through trhe Demirtment of Justlce,

then the Judgment will certainly be in our favor, If the Central Appeal
Tribunal gives a different verdlct tht the advices already sent out
varbbus bodles of non-reslstant peovnle v o have apnlied for infomation and
Instructions, then it wlill be necessary for us to appeal to the Governmet
or even to the Crown for a ratification of the privileges which we have
heretofore enjoyed.

n the cases to which you rcfer, it would be advisable, I belleve,
toc appeal them to a higher Tribunal. If ycu do not do so,‘the menoes of our
Church will be subject to the call of the Government for nen-combatani
military service. Our claims are legltimate, and it 1s impossible that the
BExcention granted in so many cases of our brethren In trhe East and West
w

culd agi be recalddd . We Feed dtill to pray that we may "have favor with
thi :

1
3 ndr i
” J ) ! 2 2 - " e &Y
57/‘1/’ / /LI s /, / //, / s (’(«.’; Youl 2 1!1 _t di ‘u}'. ’ .:- ], \/
Lot A

/’ ./y"j" / Y e
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Vineland Ont., Dec. 27, 1917,
Chrlstiun "Gascho,

juden, Ontv.,
Dear 3rother: Grecting.

v i A - o - Prar e N | s “ b o~ " e & "
Your lcetice reeeclved today, and glad %o reur £rom

Sy - £ o 4 ¥ 2 » ~ - 1 « X 4 el ey

vou Witk regarsd to the ex@mptions for your beethren, and alse for ours,
3 H L 'y . 7 ) - b L. " oo, & " Rl o B0 Y 0 TR SRR e & (O | ey Y

I hrad a leftcr fron Brother Bergey statting that he and Brol ialling

3 3 3 7 | & } - 2.3 ey o oo b » b - .
appncarcd dbefore the judge at Klichenore and that the Judge stated thi he
" 3 i & . S s ke . ” Lo L) s 8 } e Ay A s EFes
rad no vuWe e 0 go beyond Lhe agrecnent of 1873, \ abhlc GLO 7T b YI'C

4 i “pn & Mmitra N npn s sy b
Russinas / and shat be coild noet grant nose than f2oodom fron CoMDALANG

e vice, Tris would requlire that oud brethren wWould be held for nel-con-

v
Y’ 3 o 3 - ia v Yo 5 . cye i o s 3 " ¥ ~
batunt dervide. In this case 1t wuld be necessady for trhe brothirel L0

appeal to the Cestral Exemptlons telbunal, at Ottawa &'d have the casc
declded oy the Milltary S8erelce Counell, or trhe Chl ef Justicc Duff.
In that case there would cersalnly be .a corsect Internrciation of Yhe law

3 1 - . - . T “vs 3 r o w10t - T B . B,
and a recegnition of the eights thit we Fave enjoyed treough.she nast Piss

tory of our pcovlie in Canada. t g be et the Judge in Klicheng® hine

g pid?

recclved e information dnce Brotho » Bergey and Beothic? Haglnan ware in

¢ sce Bim, I8 the game Of the Jmthan in Lissowel, 1f e brother ;27 ré

i
Fave not becn glven comnlete exenntion ithey should alleal stll further 30 2
shat sholproelalng wil!l be eocognized, If sonme of theac eases CoOmME before 4
the fital Court therc will be a general duclision made and all will ome 3
undc e Sha b deelstion, It might be necessary for sone of oar Comliice %0
“appedr 17 OLiawa when sone of tHBe cases cane un, but  the const thre has

all of our Informasion axd correcipondence and wlli be wnle L0 Adcclde

.

wiihout ONe Presenco. ' 2

I:bone Slaf yeu and yoie fanlly are Inpreved An heéalth, May G0d grind Yoy

4resc blessings and much Joy in ihis Cheldtnas seasen. T-wlll forwasd abers

: nanes ‘of your Comittee toBeothor Burkkeldcrs wha has charge of oalllng#
S the sveelal.meeblng £02 3ke wac rclof Wo fE_radar unds1eve,
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\Q\ A CERTIFIED COPY¥ OF A REPORT OF A COMMISSEE OF THE HONORABLE

THE PRIVY COUNCIL, APPROVED BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL
IN COUNCIL ON THE @&5th SEPT. 1872.

The @ormitiee of VCouncil has under consideration a despatch from ‘be
Right Honorable the Secretary of Sgate for the Colonles, Dated Augus 84rd
ultine, cevering a letter from Mr. Zahrabs, Her Majesty's Consul ot
Bardiahsk,dated July 26th last, and a letter from Mr, Correllus Janzen,of
Berdlan: k dated June, last; addressed tc your Excellency.

The Honcuravle, the MInister of Agriculture, to whom the above despaid:
and ehclosure was referred, reports that 1t is exnedient to glve the
Ge rman Mennonites 1in Rudaid the fullest assurunce of absolute immunity
from military service 1f they settle in Canada,

That a sub—scction, of Section 17, of the Act 21 Viectorla, chapter 40,
is as follows
"Any ;~.au" bearing a certificate from the soclety of Qmakers, Menno-

nites or Tunkers, or any inhabitant of Canada of any religlous ‘denominatic,
otherwise onJCCu to military duty, 01‘ who, from the doctirines ' of his re-
ligion, i3 averse to bearing arms and refuses personal milltary service S
'?‘li be exempt from such service when balloted in time of Dbibb, or war,
upon such. condltions as the Covernof® oEEKELEfay from tine to tine, Droe-

o loe. _
That under this section all persons above mentioced, and the Menmonltes

are expressly included, are absolutely free and exempucd by the law of

Cgnada, from military duty or service, eilther iIn time of veuce or war,

Ynat the intention of the Act in confering upon the Wovernor in Coun
the Power of making conditions and regulatlons was to enable the Gover-
nment 1o provide, 1f necessary, for the reglstration of the exenpted
verson3 in such a amnner as to prevent vetsons belongling to any otrer
denonination than trose specified in the section of the Act above quoted
from avolding military duty under false pretences.

That the Constitutlon does not confer tipon the Governor General 1n
Councll any power to over-ride or set aside, under any circumstances, the
plain mearning of statute law, and he recommgnds that this explanation be
conveyed to the Meu,0ﬂ1 tes In Russla,

The Committee concur in the foregolng report, and adviee that a copy
of this Minute be transmlitted by ¥our Excellency to the Earl of Kimberly,

Signed,John J, McCee

; Clerk, Privy Council,
To trhe Honouruble

o The Minister of the Interior.

“«

quted foom a report from Russlan Menn nites, B.Ewerts, Gretna Man.
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mX“RA”"Q FROM A—B8FFER from the Minlster of Agriculture to the
delezates from the Russlan Brethren from Russia,

[ 4

Benartnet of Agriculture.
Innigration Branch,
Ottawa, July 23, 1873,

Gentlenen,
I have the honour under the instructions of the Hon. the

Minister of Agrlculture, to state to you in reply to your letier of thls

day's date the following facts relating to advantages of’g*}(d to settlers,
nd to the Immunitées afforded to Mennonlites, which are established by the
Statute Law of Canada and by orde¥s of Hls Excellency the Governor General

in Counclil, for tre information of German Mennonites having Intentlon to
enigrate to Canada via Hamburg

1. An entire exemntion from military sertlce 13 by law and Qrder in
Councll granted to the denomination of Christlans called Mennonltes,

2=-9 Reservation of land and homestead rights.

10. The fullest privilege of exerclising their religlous nrlnclples is

law afforded to the Mennonltes, without any kind of molestation or re-
strlc:io whatever; and the same privilege extends to the educatlon of
their children in schrools,

11. The privllege of affirming instead of makinf affidavits is
afforded by law,

12~ 15, Transportation rates and supplies entoute.

I have the honou

3

to be,

Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
Signed, Jokn Lowe,
Secretary of the Dem.rtment of Agriculture.

Messrs. pgvid Klassen,

Jaccb Peters,

Heinrick Wiebe,

Cornelius Toews,
Mennonite delegates from Russla,
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