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, Vine land Ont., Fecb. 2, 1618,
John R, Ebcrsol, : ;
Milver~ton o, DRt.
Dear Brother:- Grectiing.

Your let.cr of Februasvy 4th has becn recelved.Being
avay fron home for the vast weck I have not been apble to reply as 300n as
would have been ecxnedlent, dnce 1t wouid have becn dedrable for you ©
‘bave had this lettecr before Sunday.

We .rc glad to be of asslistance to eachother in the matter Of securing
excnntlon for ull of our young brethren who have been called and who, on
account of neculiar clrcumstances , have been involved in this caal £-om
the Govermnent., The cxplanations here glven are the rcault of our efforis
throughy mecting with the Covernrent at Otawa and through ® rresnondence
gince that meeting.

Our Commlittce , whose namcs ure attached to some of the enclosed pavees
went to Obta. #a on the 11th of lust October, We weee advised by the Primc
Ministcr and Secretary of State t0 make application for exempt ion, using
the reg. uan foms, and cluim exenption from ombatant secvice. We informed
the Government at that time that our faitk fordld all scrvice, :nd tre
pronlse aus rade trhat 1f any of our bretlren would be called for that whid:
13 described as non-combatant sevice, we would agailn be ® nsulted regardlm
the na ure of the scPvice. At a later date we aghb t0 the Prime Winistes
a letscr stating that amder the onditions tha' seemcd avout ¢ maifc st
themasélves our brct?- ren could not nuet tre request of the Govemnent and :
Shat 1% would be nece sary for them. Lo pefuse Lo scrve under any c¢i r'cunatd!
¢cc3, if treg werée requested to do 30, This letter was referred to the '
Military Service Council, of /hich Chief Justive Duff, 13 the head, and.
the reply was rccéclved that they have gone into the matter of the relutions
the Mennonltes to the Military service Act and find that the Mennonitcs haw
no duty to vercfom under the Act and that they needed not © have apnlied
., for cmenption. The cony of the letter fom the Millitary Service Council 1,8
also enclosed hercwlith, ; ;

Trhe Judge at Stratford 1d right regarding the fact that the Central
Appveal Judge would llkely gant the full exemption of all young ren who am
memoe »3 of tre Mennonite and Anish and Tunker and othér érursches whbch
forbld trelr members from doing any miittary service of any kind., I rave =
sgen letiers or coples of letiers dated as late as the middle of January of
this year stating th t the Mennonites are not under the Act at all, T'roy
have the sarme privileges as the Russlan Mennonites in the West.

: ‘We have sccured a vy of the documents which the Russlans hold a..d w!h
_ #which refer to tre whole proceddlng wHich they had wish the Government of
Ehgland and Canadu, when théy came here from Russla. The order in Councll,

¢ nertioned in the Military Service Act, 13 quoted in these rocords, The fo!
K lowing 13 a brief extract from the 3ane. : e
{ Referring fifst to the law enacted in 1868, -Section 17 of the Act 21
r Victoria, Chantor 80, " That under this section abl versons nentioned, .nd
}t.ho He*montte.s m‘c oxprcs:sly mend oned am abnolu..ely f~ee¢ and emn od
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aslde under uny clreumstumres the plain ndhing of stutuve law, and he
recommends that this explanatlion be ® nveyed to /the Mennonites iv Russta.”
This sevort and recormendation was Wigned by John J. McGee, Clerk of the
Privy Councll,

An extrauct from the rcnort of the Mintster of Agriculture ¢ the Russlans
about to come to Canuda, rcads,®l.An entinre exennvtion £ron nilitary service
18 by law und Order in Councll granted to the denonination of Crhelptians
called Mennonites. 10, Tre fullest privilege of exerclsing trelr rcligious
princinles 1is by law afforded to the Monnonites, :lthout any kind of
nolestation or restriction whatever; and the same privilege extends to the
educat ‘on of thelr children in schools.® This was W gmed by John Lowe,
Secrgtury of ih¢ Departnent of Bgriculture, -Tly 23, 18%3.

By these extracts vou will notlce trat the Order in Councll of August
13, 1873, d1d not over-slde or set aslde the law of 1888, since the con-
stitution of Canada did not slve power to the dovernor General to 3¢t aslde
the luws., The Odder in. Counclil only onfimed tre law wi:ich exlasted, for tre
sake of enw uraging the Russian Mermonites ot rave conflidence in the pro-
vislon of the laws of Canada wrich rad preevlously been made for the Menno-
nites and otkers of like fulth. Our vrescnt trouble with tre Mllitary
service Act 13 in this, that we falled to understund the meaning of tre
Order in Counctl of August 13th 1873, whichk was referred to In Sthe Act, amt
all of tke Tribund's have not understand the neaing of it, The Military
scovice Councll ras gone Into the matser carefully and has dececlded tia ¢
our n@ ble are Included undcr the nrovisions of tre Order in Counell of
August 13tk 1873, which some have claincd refers only © the Russians,
According to the decision of the Milltary Service Councll we will nos
need un extia Order in uncl! passed for 13, not w111l we necd to have a
new law enacted In our behalf, since there has been no chinge in the law
regarding all non-resistantd churches. The law stahds as 1t did, in favor
of our Chusches and as 1t has 8ttod since thre beglinnigng of the last cetury
and as our brethren had 1t scon after coning into Canada, excepting tlat we
arc not now required to pay certalrn fees. 4
You wil! undorstund trhat we have al ready askcd the Gove mment o ale-
low us comnlete exemption and that they have advieed us, flest, Lo anncal
though the Post Office and courts llke others. Our young orethren have
‘done this, and are getting only exenpilon fron combatant service the sane
a3 others who objcet only on rellglous geunds, but tho do not blléve that
all fomms of war arc wrong, Since our boetk sen ar¢ not wholly foce undere
these condltions we have asked thut they be nade entircl? free, and have
beer adlscd, by the Centrul Court, at the Deartment of Justice thut we have
a right to be free, but we have found tiat the Appcal Courts have not the
Powcr or do not undcratund the law o glve us that complete excmpton. It is
nOW nedessary to anveal to the Higher Telbunals, and on to the Cent al
Appeul Court until we get what our falth and +hat the Gove rmment tho ugh
¢xisting laws has granted to us. We have writiten to the Anvesl Tribunal at
London, asking that thev ailow all the apned 3 of cur Mennonitc and Amish
Mennonlte brethren who apneul to thenm for @mplete exenntl on and in case t¢
cannot grant 1t they should ullow 4ll Of the Anmeals to the Central
Apre ul Judge which are rade $6 that highest Telbunal, & i
I an sendling you a copy of ®mmg of our letters to the dlffcmt fGovemn
ent officers and al®m a cony concening the forns of Avncling whiagy we
~have sent out to diffcremt congregations, I hone th1s may be of some help
o you and to the youpg brothrofi. We know how they fecl under trese com-
Qitlons,and Fow many of the so*r@wgng barents arc toouodled, and alar.how~‘
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the Ministces and others interested in ke Church have been encorned tht
we might stil! ontinue in our falth and Shy, the fovernment night look
witk favor on us. and permit us to enjoy the religious liberty whick we so
mich enjomed in this land, unmolested for do nagy ycars, We have cormon
Intem sts In this matter and I belleve are al) working and paying for thre
cormon falth of love and good-willl %o all nen, and shilw we are laboring
vogether for this one emd and are Joining duf pravers togethe » before God
i bckalf of each otre¢ r, may we be blessed by our Heavenly Futher with a
prothc»ly fecling for each othu ¢, We are 3% "angers, but whllg we have
pecone Introduccd under these strange cédbumstances, may we be dramm
nearer In the 1vg of Jesus, and follow Hls example and walk in love
toward c.ch other as well as toward all mefi and even our enemies. In this
nay we follew His Word and Spirit, ; :

If at anv time we may be of assistunce In helping in iz w 2k we
shall be glad to do what we can. We made c¢luins to the Govemnent for
all those wrose falth was of a s nmiiar nature, rcgarding war and wro ould d
do no service of wnv kind undcer tre nilisary am of the Government. We are
working along the sane lines and iz hamagny with -what was done at the -
General Confurence at Goshen Indlana, at which time, I belleve thre were
some ofyour brethren vresamt to sece what gculd he done to get rellef for
our young brekhren ths re, and we are glad that here in Canada we huve nos
had the same experlences tha ¢ have ocourssed overs theec.

I have been sending some of our letiters of instmuction o Jecther Peter
Boshart at Milverton. Thev may be of mme Yelv to.vou. I shold not £0 i
L6 mentlon to you, that, if uny ofthe yougg brethren have not yet § '
for thelr excmption at all, that 13, if théy have not filled out the
papera at’ the Post Offlce, and have not tukdn the nedlcal exaninatl on,
they mecd not do so, acco~ding tb the Instmictlons of “hre Military Service
Douncll. The only recason that we are now asking our toys to Aneal 13 shat
thelr nanes nay be entircly stricken off of the Millsary books a=d lists,
as entirdly free, :

We shall gla@ly und carmu.stly vray for the dear breth ren there and
als @k that we may be renembered bofore the throne of tod in vour prayces.

Yours in the nane @3d sesvice of the Lord,
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Vineland Ont.; . Feb. 9, 1918,
L. J. Burkholder,
Markham, Ont.

Deqr Brotle.ri- Greeting,
Your letier with enclosure from Mr. Glen Osler,

Ontarlo Reglstrar, receilved and noted witk care and conecrn. T¥ils ledter
conflims the opinion which we had dlrcady expressed and upon which opinicn
we sent out the clrcular letters of rccent date. I an @ rry Sht.all. of tie

boys have not uppeaed thelr cases. It will be t60 late according to the

regulations , to apveal now, but I believe that upon the vroper represent

3

18 of our Committece to head quarters at suchk a time as a declsior on

atio

»

our standing 1s rendered by the Central Appveal Judge 1t.will be vossible

sceure the same opinin witr regmrd to all of our brethren.

I have wrltten ®© the Reglstrar ir dist»ict No. 1 at Londor wpurdine
our brethren who are appeal ing to his Court. He has hot rép lled glving
any oninlon with rrefcrence to these uppeals but secrned 0 be inie "¢t d ™
scarchiing out the cases, Some avped 3 have already been sent in to Ottawa
and 1t my be best to awalth declslons on them before baking any further
action thut continuing the appeals as the are sent back fron thelocal and
apveal Courts, :

I had al letter frm one of the Brethren of the 0od Ordcr Anish fron
Mllverton asking for information as to what we had been .dlond as far as
getting recognition from the Govermnent 1s ® ncerned, I have replied to
his letter giving all.the detalls of our work witk the Govermnent
Ing him coples of the letiers which we scnt out gilving instructions as to
Fow toc apply further through the Avw al Couris, :

Have becn wal ting to hear from you conce n ng the letier to the
Prime Minister concerning the Rellef work. We had beiter do aeome cerespond-
Ing before attempting a trip to the Capitol., We migh be uble Lo T rfom
double duty 1In case we are obliged to go there, and get some more light
on the service stituation,

Had a letter fom Brother Edwln Byer with a thank offering enclosed., He
seemcd V0 be satisfied with ris paper, but mayv not be after getting the
Informat ion omtained in yur letter. We necd to continue our watbhing and
praying, May God direct ocur labors for Hig cause, :

Mectings corntinue over Sunduy. We thank the Lord that, among the number
who .confessed Christ there are four of our children,
Yours in faith

"t G
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Vine .and ons. Peb, 8, 1918, .
Edwin A, Byer,
Markham, Ont,,

Deur Brother Edwini- Grieting.
Youy lethicr wlth enclosure exnressing the ghanks of te

young brethren for our efforts In thelr behulf to secure thelr complete |
exemption from military scervice. I an sure thiat what we hve beecn able to
do has been done solely for the good of those for whom we were dboring.
and I fecel thut we hve not vet attalined Lo the full purpose of our efforta
We shall continge our efforts, as the Lord may contimie to lecad and bless
us, It seems bv a lettcr tha.t Brother L. J. Butkholder has recelived an
accoding to otter reports that have cone to us, that the Locul and Apnéal
Tribunuls are actlig solely upon the instmitlons regarding trose who apgal
under cluuse 8 of e grounds for cxenvtion, ™is i3 the religlous object-
. 0r8 clalna and 13 only for those wrose creced forblds *Combatunt service.®
They are granting only what the clause calls fer, since they do not under-
stand the position of the Mernnonite Church, and we are ot allowed $0 add
t0 the cluse a sentence saying that we alsc oblect to non-combuatant serv-
ice. Those who wrlite In the name Mennonite in th ¢ clause, sonewhat com- »
prémisc our fulth in suggestihg that we also object only Lo combatamt
. 3¢rvice. There 13 wheére we have all been caught and that by the advice re:d
rendercd us unon ocur.first visit to the Canltol. r aln now 13, 3ince »e
have bcen ra.de 50 se¢ the condltions correctly, o undo the injustice to ar
prethren and al® 0 our @hurch In ocur endcavor 4o get us clearcd entirely
fron clause 8 and to placc ourselves under the Exemptions of paragrapr 7
of the Excentions to the Act. o | 5
' 0% nay be thd there willbe ho sefvice cf a non-combatuny charactér cold
for, but we ase not sure of 1t, If thire 1ls not some posslblilty of holding
this class for some agcvige, I am wormdcring why they do not at onoe
connly with cur request yﬁcn we have taken such pains to instruct the Local
and Appaal Trlbunals congoming the natuce of our falth und wlso have gtutd
to them the impossiwility of our hoys complying ith the ®ndldions of
non-combatut sesvice. Byt we shall continue our efforts, and fcel that the
Lord rus alrcady ipendd up the »ay for us through the Central Avpeal
Court and th vt is why we rave urged cur boys %o ecoentinue thelr anneals.
Praying und luboring In the ¢ause and asking your intercesnsions 1% our
behalf, I am, /i | X

Yours in falth.

{ i
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Copy of a letter to Mr. W.E.Wismer, Registrar ,London,
upcr recel vt of Refusal of Leave to Apveal, by Joseph Cre sman,
Mo, W. 'E. Wisner, Date ,~===-=-= Fep.183,1018,
District Reglistrar under Milltary Service Act, 1917,

London, Ont.

Sir:-

I hereby glve notice that I desire to further appeal to the Central
Apneal Judge, that ny clalm for ap®sal as well as mny Claln for exemntlon
fron @ll milltary service may be allowed, basing my Chalms or the followimg
gounds ;-

1. The Mennonite Church, of which I am a member,’forbids its merbers
ngugling In combatunt and non-combstant military service.

2. The Mil tarﬁ Service Councll has uniformly renlied to all inqulries
by members of our Churches that all Mennonites are excluded from the

opperration of the Military Service Act.

Serial Bumbery, ~<—cceecauaa.-
Consecutive number, —----——--- -
: ’
Name , __4-"4~.\JQ§§DE-QE§SSE&:T/--__

Address,--\Vineiand-Ssas 50865/ -

###.- A duplicate of the letter, without the address of the Reglstrar ,

was sent with the letter %o the Reglstrar, as required by the

note from the Clcrk of the Centrad Apved Judge.
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~ Mennonite Pée(/ﬂ@esﬁf Ontario P o
ILI. A Form {o meke 5¥pesl from District Appeal Court to Central Appeal

Judege ., .
Ten¥ral Apveal Judge,

#

Military Service Council, S

Ottawa. Buicv

Sir:- :

I an' taking the liberty of Appealing fo'm the decldion of the

District Appeal Court, NOo, ----=-—- at —————————- which has dismissed my

Appeal. for Exemption as a \Menmonito/, As a menber of the \MEtﬁonite/

Church I appeal for complete exemption as granted under paragraph 7 of tie

excep. tlons to the Military Service Act.

Serial 1:\"11mb€?f‘.-—---~ - - HBalG =-ivaewn st o

Consecutive number,——-----—--- Address,~—=—==mem -

nd also the following,-
IV. This form may be used when Apvdaling fromttke District Appal Trubunal
to the Central Apmeal Judge, This must always be done in order to
notify the District Tribunal of the appeal.
Mr, —————eem——
Reglstrar under the Military Service Act, 1917.
- Address,~Lfeemae - : DL i i s it

| Sir:-

My appeda for total exemption from military service as a Xmennonite/
which has not been aliowed,\or has been dismissed/ by your Tribunal,
has beer apnealed to the Central Apveal Judge at Ottawa, and I beg that

| this appeal be allowed ne, \Menn onites/ being excepted from the operation

of the Midhtary Service Act.

. Serial Number,----—-———-—---- . Name ,~----==ceaa-
- Cersecutive niypber,-------- Address,~—----mmu--

Trese forms my be varlied and should be, according th clircumstances.
Follow the directions and conditions found on the back of all notlces
from the Tribunals. There are regular foms to follow and it will be
necessary to go through all the proceedings required in order to attain
our objects, The Government has provided these means for the purpose of
relieving the people from undie or unjust hardships resulting from the
Miiitary Service Act, and we are doing what the Government expects us to
do under these circumetanees.

Trusting that this may be of some servicd in the work of helptng our
young brethren in thelr desire to be free from undesirable condltions,’
and pravoung for the guldance and assistance of our Heavenly Father in
our efforts to folliow the example and teaching of His Son, our Saviour,
I am,

Yours in falth,

8. ¥. Coffam ,
For the Comnitiee.
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o
Vineland ont., Feb. 18, 1918,
%t(;r qOJ} A.u.

NMilve rton Ont., ; : i
Dear Brother:- Greeting, :
The lettcr which you Fad forwarded %o Brother
- S 4=
David Bergey, with the money enclosed, representing the good will of ¢
congbcgation at Poole, was duly and thankfullv recelved. Mav God abundantly
bless vou wnd th¢ broshrerhood the v¢ I all your efforis Lo walk in the

way of the Lord and to rold un the st.ndards of love and peace and good-

ulll as taught to us by the Word and example of our blesased Lord,
(=]

It has obeen a privilege and nleasure $o do +that it le I have done in s
g ; _ :

the Intcrcsts of our youn g brothren in helping thén to be frec from the

military se~vlce as nrovided for by our land. Qur se~vices belong "0 the

Lord und In that wav we dcealre to ontinue in His sork. We fecl to thank

him for the way in which He has providcd for us und our family while we

have been thus enguged. And we feel too, thut we should show our avprecla-

tion to the muny brethren nd Sisters #who have by thelr klndneqs enabled
us to ¢t us @ ntinue in Hls scrvice. Our nravers are that God mav nke vour

Joy complcte by hearing vour prayers, blessin g your labors ar glving vou

-

the rlch harvest of souls In your efforts for His klngdom hee und .

crown of glory In the Kigdom Etcrnal. Pey for us anld the cauée in every

place. We rave herd nothing further with regard %o the ¢xenntlon of our

breth ren, except thut we have ome Intimatiow that thosc who have aunvealed

to the Central Tribunal will be grantcd the privilege to apneal by the

district Teibunal. If your ypwe. .u.s to the Distslct Tribunal @ re bi.smls.md

or nct allowed, make y ur apneal te the Central Apveal Judge at once and .

notlfy the Dlszriut Teiounal that you have 4pieaad to the Central Judga.
Youry In faith, :
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Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Vineland Ont., February 20th, 1918,
To The Prime Minister,
Tre Right Honourable Sir Robert Borden
House of Parliament,
"~ QOttawa,

Honourable Siri-
The most graclous consideration which has always charactee

lzedthe Goveenment of Canada in its attitude towards its population whose
tcnets pf falth prohibit thelr tuking part in any form of militury service
elther 1n time of pcace or war, and which similar spirit has characterized
thefprgﬁent Governnent during these exceptlonal times and under the excent-
10;51 measures enacted for the present stress of times, has appedéded to the
heartg\Ofmany whose religlous lntcrcsts‘havc been thus guarded. They
expresd trelr most profound gratltude for such favors, and desire to man-
ifest 1n some practical manner thelr thankfulness for the enaoyment of the . |
priceleéb bencfits of‘ralldlous liberty.

w1nr this in viqw a number of the non-reslstant bodles of Canada have
joLn;l& undertaken, by forming thenselves into an organization known as
'THﬁfﬁoﬁ—RESIS”ANT RELIEFﬁORGANIZA”ION " to show their gratitude to the
hoverhment and thelr lnterast in the welfare of thelr fellow-cltizens, as
well as to ahxre the. burdem of suffering humanity trhruout tha world, The

manner and purpose ot the orgunlzauuon, as stated in a rcsolution, is as |

follows:- :

*Whcreas, We, ‘as Mennonites and Tunkers, whose tenets of falth forbld
*engaging in any form of military service in time of peace or war, are de-
*sirous to help in bearing the burdens occasloned by the war condltions,
"therecfore, Resolved, Trat We, the Non-reslistant Rellef Organization,
"rccommenid that a generous funn be ralsed among the Chur'ches Intcrest.d
*which shall be donate& to the Governnent as a memnorial of aporeclation for
"the privilrge of rcligious liberty and our freedom from military service

" any,parm, which fund shall be used for rellef and charltable purposes
fonly."™ ;
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"We further reconmend that we encourage a continued supnort of relief
*fand chrlitable work during the contlnuance of the war and s0 long there-
*fafter as may be deemed advisable by this Organization.”

We trust, Sir Robert, that this movement may meet wlth your amproval
and tha:t of your Covernment, and'thmt the following solicigations and
requests may be taken into your serlous consideration:- That, a Comnlttiee
having been ubnolnted to Interview the Covernment with regard to the work
of the Organlzation, the underalgned, Secretary of the Comnittce, has been
instmucted to communicute with the Government or 14s proper representatlives
wilth the object of recelving suggestions or learming the prover channels
by or through which the objects and purposes, of thils Organization may be

carrled Iinto effect according to the tenets of fulth of the religlous

bodles which 1t reprcsents, and we shall awalt your pleasure and bidding,

I am,
Honouruble Sir,

Yours nost respectfully and hurbly,

" Beerctary.

Tre Cormittec.
L. J. Burkholder, Markhan, Ont, -
5. F. Coffman, Vineland Ont.
8. Goudle, Stouffvllle ont.,
D. W. Helze, dommley, Ont.
Thos. Recsor, Plckering, Ont.
C. Gascho, Baden, Ont.
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Vineland Ont., February 20, 1918,
To The Prime Minister,
The Right Honourable Sir Robert Borden,
House of Parlianment,
Dttaws,

Honowable Siri-
The most graclous considecatlon which has alwvays characlier

1zed the Government of Canada in its attitude towards its nonvulatlon whose
tenets of falth prohlbit thelr taking aﬂt in sy form of military service
either in time of peace or war, and which similar spirit has characterizedt

the present Government during these excentlional times and under the except-
1nsul megures enacted for the mesent stress of times, has annesWed to the
hearts of many whose religiocus interests have been uLﬂ guarded, They
exvress thelr most profound gratitude for such favors, and desire to man-
irfest iIn eme practical manner theilr thankfulness for the enjovment of the
priceless benefits of religious liberty.

With this in view, a nurher of the non-resistant bodies of Canada have
jointly undertaken, by forming themselves int aon organlization known as
"TH& NON-RESISTANT RELIEF ORGANIZATION," to show thelr gratitude tC the
Govemment and their interest in the welfare of thelr fellow-citlizens, as
well as to skl.re the burden of suffering humanlty thrucut the world. The
nonner and purpose of the organization, as stated 1n a resolution, is as
follows 3~

"Whereas, We, as Menronltes and Tunkers, whose tenets of falth forbid
"engaging in any form of millitary service in time of peace or war, are de-
*§irous to help in bearing the burdens occasioned by the war 0“41‘1m"5,
"The refore, Resolved, That\we The Yon-Reslstant Relief Organlzation,
"recormend that a generous fund be raised among the Churches Intercsted

"which shall be donated to the Govermmnent as a memorial of oppreclation for
"the privilege of religlous liberty and our freedom from military secvice
i any form, which fund shall be used for rellef and charitable purpvoses
*enly." '

"We further recommend that we encourage a continued suvport of pthdief
"and craritable work during the contlnua‘99>bf the war and so long there~
"af'ter as may be deemed advisable by thls Organization.”

We trust, Slr Robert, that A's movement may meet with your avproval

and that of your Government, arf‘ that the followlng solicltaton md request
nay e taken into vour serlous condg derationi- That, a Committee having
been appointed to interview the Covernment with regard to the work of the
Organization, the undersigned, Secretary of the rmittee, has been in-
structed to communicste with the Government or 1 epresentatives
with the object of recelving suggestions or learning the pmw per charnnels by
which or thru which the objects and purposes of this Organization may be
carried into effect according to the tenets of falth of the religious
bodles which it represents, and we shall awalt your pleasure and bildding.

I am,
Honourable Sir,
é Yours most respectfully @d humbly,

Fer éél’m S | cretary.‘ ' ‘
%" e O ﬁr’%%,( ?

it b e ol Ll 8




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Vineland ont., Feb. 20, 1918,

T. J. Burkholder, Markhanm, Ont.

Dear Boother Greeting.
The letter from the Executive Comniitce of the
Non-reslatant Rellef Organlzation came to me the last of the weck. Since
that tine I have been on the go and have not 'ad a chance to get the letter
writien ®© tre Covemmment., It would hrave been Impossible for me Lo get in
touch with any representative of the Govern ent as I an too far awuy and
an golng out to Goseh to a Board Mceting on the coming Friday!l 111 be uway
2% least until the middle of the weck, I am sorsy that the outlook for the
- exemntion of our boys is not just a little bit clearer. We rave asked them
t0 anveal to the District Tribunals and 30 far Thelr apvelas havC been
dismissed. We thern sked them to get permission to uppeal to Ottawa, and
I know of two c¢:8«¢3 that have ocome to ny notlce that have bcen refused,
but, a notice from the Central Tribunal accompanied the refusal stating tha
i . further apneal was desired the appellant should atate his case in a
conclse foem and the Distrlct Telbunal would ask the advice of the Central
Judge conceming the adlsablility of allowing the apved to his ® -r%, This
statement of the gmunds for asking the apm al was to be made in duplicat
o
I think that I undestand the rcason for limlting the appeals to a certaln
cluss. The Central Apbeal Court 1s jarmed with cusés. They are llkely trylg
to linit all the unlik€ly cascs and allowing only those that have jone
good groun ds for clainling exemption., I thig i3 the case we will son be
in & posilsion to know what will be done with our boys, for we have sent
in a case from here, that of Boother Joseph Cré¢ssman who 1is working for
Bro. Che. Fretz. I have ancther lesiser fon Brotle:r Isluh Detweller, of
Breslal shose case 1s ldentical. I hope that we muy 8ce gur way to get ¢
these caises clear. Have you mvy Information or sugee stiong Lo mde with
refc nce Lo this ma ter. 1 am limiting my cosrespondence 'with the Govern-
mé since they are ® crowded with cases that they willy be 1lrritated with
tco much interference. i
We are still nraying for the cuuse and bellevef that in due tine the
answe: will come. Our letter to the Premier may help the daupe to some
extent., "y R

\.

Yours in falth,
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THE MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1917.

REPORT OF CASES

DECIDED BY
THE CENTRAL APPEAL JUDGE

REPORTER :
J. LORN McDOUGALL, Barrister-at-law.

Freruary 20TH, 1918. No. 7.

No. 63.
Re JOSEPH FLEURY, Student, ete. (237137 E.C.)

A student of the Petit Séminaire of Quebec is not, as such, entitled to
exemption. >
+ A student who has worked on his father’s farm when not attending
college is not for that reason to be exempted.
An intention to study for the priesthood is not a ground for exemption.

February 18, 1918.

This was a Stated Case with Questions prepared by the
Hon. Mr. Justice MceCorkill and submitted at his request to
the Central Appeal Judge by the Hon. the Minister of Justice
pursuant to Regulation 80.

STATEMENT OF FACTS.

Joseph Fleury, 20 years of age, who resides with his father,
on his father’s farm, during the whole of the year, except when
he is attending the Petit Sémimaire of Quebec, demands
exemption from military service on two grounds: 1st, that he is
a student of said Seminary, and 2nd because he is a farmer’s
son and resides and works on his father’s farm during that
part of the year during which cultivation can be made on the
farm; that is, from the time frost is out of the ground and
the ground can be tilled until crops have been properly housed
in the autumm. ,

The Seminary authorities, represented by the director, the
Rev. Oscar Genest, also made an application for J oseph
Fleury’s exemption from military service.

Evidence was offered by the Seminary authorities and by
Fleury and his father, when the case was called, and provision
having been made for the taking of notes of evidence of steno-
graphy, when expedient, the application was granted.

85649—1
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2 CASES DECIDED BY

The deposition of Mgr. Francois Pelletier, Prélat Domes-
tique de Sa Sainteté Benoit XV, superior of the Seminary of
Quebec and rector of Laval University, explained that the
Petit Séminaire course, which extended over eight years, con-
sisted of two parts: 1st, rhetoric or letters during six years,
at the end of which an examination was held, and 2nd, the
sciences or philosophy, which took the remaining two years,
at the end of which another examination was held. If the
student was successful, he obtained his “ baccalauréat,” which
corresponds with the degree of bachelor of arts in the Pro-
testant universities. i

It was explained that the Seminary was first founded with
the intention of making provision for the education of candi-
dates for the priesthood. At the end of the course in the Petit
Séminaire, they passed to the Grand Séminaire, which is
entircly a theological institution.

Mgr. Pelletier, in his evidence, at the bottom of page 5,
says :— »

“ Le Séminaire a un but particulier, le but de sa fondation,
“qui est I’éducation, I'instruction des enfants en vue de leur
“ préparation au sacerdoce: c’est le but particulier du Sémi-
“naire; et il a toujours semblé aux fondateurs du Séminaire,
“ de méme qu’d ceux qui continuent son ceuvre, que la prépara-
“tion-au clergé, au sacerdoce, était une ceuvre essentiellement
“nationale. Ils croient également ne pas dévier de sa fin, de
“son but, en préparant, en aidant également tous les enfants
“qui cependant n’entreront pas dans I’état ecclésiastique, qui
“ prendront des professions libérales, environ la moitié des
“ enfants; et alors en préparant aux professions libérales aussi
“bien qu’au clergé, le Séminaire croit faire ceuvre véritable-
“ ment nationale.”

Since that time, Laval University has been founded. It
offers instruction and degrees in law, medicine, applied science,
ete.
It was also explained that the Directors of the Petit Sémin-
aire strongly insisted upon the students taking their course in
eight consecutive years and were decidedly opposed to a break
in the course.

It was further explained that now, since Laval University
has been founded and faculties exist for the liberal professions,
only about half of the students of the Petit Séminaire enter
the institution with the intention of passing to the Grand
Séminaire for the completion of the theological course; most
of the remaining students enter the faculties of the liberal pro-
fessions. ~

THE CENTRAL APPEAL JUDGE 3

At the present time, sixty-five of the students of the Petit
Séminaire have been summoned under the Military Service
Act, 1917. Some of them, of course, will be exempted owing
to classification by the medical board as below category A.

Mgr. Pelletier and the other professors who have been
examined are strongly of the opinion that if a student’s course
is interrupted by absence of one year, it materially retards his
progress and it will take practically two years of study to make
up the year that he has lost, owing, of course, to defects of
memory, ete.

Mgr. Pelletier and the other Seminary professors explained
that when any of their students were sons of farmers, who had
been in the habit of living on the farm, they were permitted
to leave the Seminary before the end of the session in the
spring, to assist in the farm work, and ‘they were further
granted permission to commence their year later in the autumn
than the beginning of the session.

Parents of some of the boys are of very moderate means:
indeed, if it were not for the generosity with which students
are treated by the Seminary authorities they would not be able
to complete their baccalaureate course. It becomes a special
sacrifice, therefore, on the part of the parents if their sons are
not enabled to complete their course without interruption.

There are sixty-five' students in the Petit Seminaire of the
age of class 1. The calling out of so many students of the
institution, if a large number of them are not exempted, will
have a very disorganizing effect. This institution, besides
devoting itself to literary and scientific studies, gives great
attention to studies which are accessory to the regular work:
musie, literary societies, oratory, and other exercises of an
educating and elevating character.

Forty priests are professors in the institution; assistance is
also given by students of the Grand Seminary who are follow-
ing a course in theology.

This evidence is corroborated by the evidence of Rev. Alex-
andre Vachon, professor of chemistry, and of Rev. Oscar
Genest, director of the Petit Séminaire.

Upon the above facts, I beg to submit the following ques-
tions:—

1st. Is the student Joseph Fleury entitled to exemption
upon the fact that he is a student of the Petit Séminaire of
Quebec? Is it in the national interest that he should be per-
mitted to complete his course of studies without interruption,
instead of being required to report under the Military Service
Act, 1917 ?
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4 CASES DECIDED BY

2nd. Is he also entitled to exemption from service under
the Act because all his life he has lived and worked on his
father’s farm, except when he has been attending his studies
at the Petit Séminaire ?

Joseph Fleury testifies that he has not made up his mind
what business or profession he will take up after completing
his studies at the Petit Séminaire ?

3rd. Alexandre Morin, an eighth year student at the Petit
Séminaire, testified that when he entered the Seminary he
intended studying for the priesthood, passing from the Petit
Séminaire to the Grand Séminaire, and he still has that inten-
tion.
Should this fact be taken into consideration when deliberat-
ing upon his claim for exemption from military service?
I

The Central Appeal Judge, having considered the questions
referred to him by the Minister of Justice, for determination
under the authority of the regulations passed pursuant to the
Military Service Act, by reference dated the 7th day of Feb-
ruary, 1918, and the statement of facts therewith submitted,
determines as follows:— :

To the 1st question the answer is—

113 NO.”

To the 2nd question the answer is—

“The facts stated do not afford a valid ground for
exemption.”

To the 3rd question the answer is—

“The expression by Alexandre Morin of his intention
to enter the Grand Séminaire and study for'the priest-
hood should mnot be given any weight in considering his
claim for exemption.”
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SWISTER s

CANADA

Ottawa, Ont. February 28th, 1918

Dear Sir,-

Your letter of the 20th instant advising that the "Non-
Resistent Relief Organization"iproposes to raise a charitable fund
to be donated to the Govermment as a memorial in appreciation of the
religious liberty enjoyed by non-combatant organizations,is to
hand in the absence of the Prime Minister on important publie business.
Your suggestion that a Comittee appointed for that purpese should
interview the Government with regard to the work of the Organization

will have consideration in due course.

Yours very truly,

Ss Fs Coffman, Edq.

Vinseland, Onte.
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Prine Minister's Office
Seal

Canada,

Ottawa Ont. February 28th, 1918,

Dear Sir,-
Your letter of the 20th instant advising tht the"Non-

Reslistant Relief Organization® pronoses to ralse a craritable fun
as a memorial
to be donated to the Government n appreciation of the

’

religicus liberty enjoved by non-gombatant drganizations, is to

hand in the absence of the Pring Minister on impnortant public busine

Your suggestion that a Commlttee aoppvonted for that purpose should

Interview the Governmen: with regard to the work of the Orgahizatlon

wlll hatve consideration in due course,
Yours very t¥y truly,

Signed, Geo. W. Yatcs,

Prime Ministcr's Secretary.
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