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2 CASES DECIDED BY

cerity, did not dispute that the taking part in combatant mili-
tary service would not, according to the corporate views of the
Plymouth Brethren, be regarded as a disqualification for mem-
bership; wickedness alone, he said, would be a ground of
exclusion and that would not necessarily be regarded as wicked-
ness in all circumstances.

This conclusion necessarily requires me, in accordance with
the law, to reject the claims made by members of this connection,
for exemption as conscientious objectors.

An additional word in explanation seems necessary. It is
no part of the duty of the Central Appeal Judge to discuss the
question whether there is or is not any sound, ethical basis for
the distinction, which the statute plainly draws, between persons
whose religious belief forbids them from engaging in military
service, but who, at the same time, are not members of any
organized religious denomination holding such belief as part
of its corporate creed, and those who, on the other hand, hold
nonresistant tenets personally, and are also at the same time
members of an organized religious denomination having such
a creed.

The condition prescribed by the statute may well be supposed
to have had its origin in the desire to avoid or reduce the risk
of imposture which the absence of it would probably involve;
but, whatever the object of the legislature, the enactment is plain,
and the members of the connection in question are not, accord-
ing to the proper construction of it, within the class entitled to
take advantage of it.
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L. J. Barkhelder,
samnuel Coudle,
D, W, Helze,
Thos. Reesor,
C¢hr, Gascho,
Vineland ont,, Mar., 82, 1918.
Members of Committ to Interview Government,
Non-Resistant Relief Organization,

Brethren:-

A letter addressed to the Premier was acknowledged as follows;
"Your letter of the 80th Inst.\February/ advising that the Non-Reslstant
Relief Orzanization proposes to rdlise a charitable fund
to be donatecd to the Government as a memorial in appreciation of
ligious liberty enjoyed by non-combatant organizations, is to hand
absence of the Prime Minister on important public business. Your suggestica
that a Committee aprointed for thd purpose should interview the Govern-
ment with regard to the work of the Organization will have consideration
in due course.
Dated Ottawa, Feb.28th. Yours very truly,

Signed, Geo. W, Yates,
Prime Minister's Secretary.
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S.F.Coffman, BEsq.
Vineland Qut-
A second lecr was recelved yvesverday as follows,
Ottawa, Marchl9, 1912,
Dear Sor,-

In further reference to your letter of the 80th of February,
addressed to the Prime Minister, and referrred to the Hon. Mr. Rowell,
Mr, Rowell asks me to advise you that a Conmlttee of the Cabinet wlll meet
you on Tuesday, the 26th of Maech, at eleven-thirty a.m., Room 82, East
Block, Ottawa, Will you kindly onfirm thls appcintment.

Youmng very truly,
Signed, J.B.Aller
; Assistant Secrctary.

Later in the day a telegram came stoting that the avvolngment had
been changed to the 87th of March,

Afgter consulting with Bro, L.J.Burkholder over the phone, I replled
as follows

To the Honourapble Mr. N.W.Rowell.
Honowrable Sir,-

A letter from Mr, J.B,Allen, Assistant Secretary, of March
18th, stating that an eppointment had been made for the Commitiee of the
Non- Reslstant Relief Organization on the 268th of March, was duly recelved.
Als0o a telegram stating that the appointment was changed to Wurch 87th.

Our Committee will esteem 1t an honcr to meet with the Commititee of the
Cabinet, at the time specified, March 27th at eleveun-thlrty a.m.
Most respectfully, Yours,
Signed, s.F.Coffman, Sec. Etc.
The matter of arrangling for the Comnmittee's mecting was left In the
hands of the President of the Committee and Organization, Bro. Burkhcolder
You have undcubtedly had notice from him.,

Yours for the cause, ,"(7{/

Ssecretarvy of the Goﬁﬁrélcc.
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