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Yineland Ont., Macch 2. 1918,
Chrigtiun Gaschro,
Baden  Ont, : :
Dear Brotrer:~- Grecting In the nare of Jesus, wro khas loved us and wasred
us from our sins in kis own blood and ha 3 made us the Crillkdren of God,
Oy adepsing us into His fully throusk *re love arnd merey of His
Beloved Son. ;
Aftur )L Nng abusent from rFoge for a week, attending a vusine 3l ecting
at .';O'sbe” ndlana, I returned Yome on W*ld;" afternoon . Your letter cantle
80 Tand 4.d was glad to to rear fpron you, and to learsm »ut vou are now
c::LLd v, your new home. I trust and oeav that YOl may be svared nany
years to enjoy your tone and the bleasings thatis beings, and trust:that
you may be enaoled fo enjoy the benefit of more opvortunlisiv o enguge in
the work of the Mustcr since vou have mere 1ibcrty and are les3 Free froo s
tr¢ carcs and labors of life. Aftor all, 1t s she time that we ase
enanled %o spnend In behalf of the work of thre Lord that glves us tte nost
enjoyment and the greatest amnount of blessing. We ure thus e¢nabled to
share with othera the spiritu.l olessims $hat tre Losd has geanted 13 and
are able to lav up tecasares i Heaven whick will sotusm 0mto us afbe
the t'e.sures of cagth are gone or are left behird us us we take our flight
“t0 the rvalms of glory. ‘ ,
I want to acknowledge with sinc »e thanks and grivitude thi o ool pt of
tre Money Order for the ancunt of Forty-omne Doldrs and seventv-five cents
\$41.75/ whilch represcnts the gratitude of many of the dear young brothreen
who rave oeen helped %o S6me extant by the labors which have been devoted
0 the Inteseats of tre Lord's peonle diring these simes of t$rtal, What hras
oeen done has beern willingly done and 1n 4mst that the Lord would ole 35 &

to acconpliish the puvpose whilckr He Fas dcslgned and hich Me akone could. g
‘carey out oy His power. We know that /¢ are helvless as far 3 our relu-

tlons #ith tre novers of this wo #1d 4re concermed. We rave no vowe » of

defense and e have no Influence in the &5/ alrs of tre mtion Lo nake or

caery out its laus, Bat, If we have anv faeors wlith the Rilers that are ;

over U3 1t 1s becase 1% has been the Dowe s of the Lood eneating iz Lthem o
permit us the enjovment of the mace und vperivilege of vorshln which is g=

g ranted to us, We foel trhat we hwve had mose than 1s due us for 4 ¢ work

thut hug boen accomp lsked, We know that what 13 glven is a token of the :
love of tre bretrren, und e acoent 14 on Y as an 0“0“1”? to. the Lord

from then and a gif: of the Lord to us, May anothee zeeat bles 3ing ecome 9 .

trhem fron the Lord s¢ that each nay have ria dae porton and nav tte¢ portie Bses
whick coms to thse dear young souls vro m muck desire %0 servé the Lord
in the 8Spirlt and in love und iund will %0 nen, be ahe Mrgst and best
poetion of ull, even the answer to the nrayerd thad have been ascending
to God for our comvi te libi rty te worshln our cCod and 4o 1¥%e 4 1ife Shar
13 foee from the nece s3ity of dolng milisary se~vice, and then may thore &
another blessing rcetuen o the Govienment which gives ug this libe sty,
- the ble ssing of national u&acc u“d DrO3ve LY. .
5 The leticr % the Prire Minlater conca ning tre worck of tre P0"~Resist« s
% . ant Relles O"Pa 1zation was recclvud ghile 31: RoBe "t Rorden was amay. e
i %re tnited Spates., He wili reloly when he, Jeturns to- Ot*awa. Witk 1ove .
© and ne st wishes, and wl: b thr : the X Nngﬂu ?j /}om;d 1 an
J 2 ,_”,(-?“ ‘_—i 'Q"“"ﬁw
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vingland OnNe., AT, y ~U="e
Ansorn . Hallnang
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™ ) \_." g "S- % ‘-L.r o
Your letie peotlived and noted, There Have Deer
otre 3. W O3¢ anngal o Otitawa va f.‘t.i.A jed. But the alin whlich acoonpanies v
vour ~sfugatl also glves yvou nermiussion to fupthéer vrosecutse vour apneal g
& guires $a L you s3end Lo the DI rict resistrar & definite statenent UvHON
at vou base voar Glailm for unneal. A dupllcute of those reamng migh Be
gent-along, unhd the Dist ilct Reglstrar will forward your clulr

and tre (T\lfi‘jt. ¢11! declide wrether Yo n ;j')n(',\d_ shoud'ld pe heard,

be followed bya declislon of some kind wrich #wll! afford us some relictf or
will mwquivre a furthe, anoedl £ron s Lo 'the Govermmant,

M folloning 1s the Porm dhich vy will £Li1 eut nnd farward Lo g,
W :“1 e O Lov > 53

Reglstrar, under Miiltary Service A tpdalol?,

v
R 3 5 2 'Y
‘Lﬁ,y."\:n OV‘ ‘.l. ;"‘- \I(v 9 O flpodtovgie. o v, ol e

LNeNehy glve notice that I desiogiiio fucther anppeal t0 the Central
Avogal ‘?’.Jv.i e, that mv.clain’'for avpveal 298 Wedl as ny cluls o exenntl on
Saom Wl 11 ary service nuy ve wllowed, ocaging ny clalpms on the follosing

Pl o] 636 hals B0 T
Eroianas,

1. The Whonite Chachy of which I ar cnver, foadlids 1ts menbers
engazing 1~ ombutant/and non-combatant Military service.

4
8. Tre T‘-’L.',‘. ary Sorvice Conell has unlfomly 2¢blicad to- all ingulrcles
'V nenvers of our Chachés that all Mennonites are excluded fon the
oncavyion of the ¥lilvacy Bervice Aok,

Se~iul Fumi 2 ot < o e iy
Consecentive muiber,~- —=-emeeee-=
Nam@ , - e m e e e
Address,- —---- e e e

Mike cnotl.r ooy of thiy same letter, without the address to Mg, Wisnes,
and nask Lty Dupllcate of-Claln, nd encilose 1t with the letier Lo ¥Mp,
Wismer, and reglsturc vour lettes, If you Fave notlce £on Otiusa thut vour
Avpeal 18 allowed, send Mr, Wisner a staiténent of the nuter, or &4 ® Y of
the lester, Some of tre othr Brgthpren Mave rocefved notive from Ottaw: that
thelr eldn ha: bu;n rece lved and tht Yrem ive notifying the Disicslot
Taibunal and wulting untii the Distriot Tribunal ullows the anvm al; -We feel
thut we wili get ju:ativc ferorn Lrhe Central Trlbunal when once the audes come
before thut Court in the pronee forn, We nust alse pravy that we mav recelwe
meecy £rom the Lord Ir tls rogurd, s = A

Yours in falth, - e R
Have Just returncd from  Imdlana, or vout letuer would rave rotgived
earilesr ‘attention. 8.F.C.

o




Mennonite Archives. of Ontario
,jn‘g i avd .».‘.1 ) "*1; :'\’ , g
Le J. Burknol ¢ N Pres.,
D. ¥W. Helze, Sec.
Dear B threnst- vy '-Jﬁ_\: be
Plea £find encl : CONY Of L etver 4« Lg
cretary of the Committee to Interview the Government, regading b T0 rk |
of the Yon-Reaistant Rellef Organizuation, which 1is eply to the one 3¢ht ‘
inquiring about the adviabllity of interviawing tre Govermnent about the |
|
vq([(”!-. I,:_f :."!_.,3 (,t'A<--r‘;v:t1;‘J;‘{",‘ ‘b: 5.. U ‘."._, v:.“‘l,.' 0 ],‘ that @ renly . ;_:. i \
mecelved from the Prime Minl ster as so0n as he peturms fromk his $rin to
the tnited States. In the neun time 1a ther nythlr rat needs oG o
done in nrevaration for this Intorvi or anything that w@uld be dene
Lowa rd ) PG -iv- r the b *the nhacd fon e wWork v3 ¢ wlll veed by ™ ¢ Iere
in ralsing fMands, AS yet, we have nothing very defintte foon Lhe |
Jove mnent regarding the attltude which they esnect to take wlth reference
;
tO0 the total exemnption of our brethren whe have raglstered under the
Military service Awt, and lave arrgaled for sclegse £200 al! aatvy. The |
Avpneal Tribunals have been dlismissing the anw als and staving off the
firnal anneal! toc the Central Anveal as lone as vossible. t s
probable that we shall elthar hear 300 of the declasion of trhe Centreal
Anneal Judge or rocelve word that he wlll not accepnt the cases and that
our povs will be munjJect %o the decizlons of ke Local and Anpal Tribunals,

T + -
k&4 oha

306 we wlli De ocoliged %o Intervicw the covemmnent in nerson for

a fFinal declaion

arding our privileges, We are puying , however, for

a favorable reort fron the Govermnent.

Yours in Him,
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Bish. ]J. R. Zook, Chairman* Bish. C. N. Hostetter, Secretary Eld. S. G. Engle, Treas.

Bish. J. N. Hoover . Eld. J. L. Heisey, Asst. Sec.
Eld. J. M. Sheets . Eld. D. W. Heise

Matt. 28. 19-20 ‘d of The Bl'e t}) Matt. 9. 37-38
Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing %Oa Iy e[) 1}) Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest
them in the name of the Father, and of the ’\00 Cz waly 1 plastaos, but the labowess ane v

Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching § %5
@\ Pray ye therefore the Lord of the |,

them to observe all things whatsoever /d:
I have commanded you: and lo, * harvest, that hewill send forth
I am with you alway, even Q O labourers into his harvest.
unto the end of the world. i '\Q,’J {
Anmen. @ <
(éb °
Gormley . Mar, 8 th,. ... ... 191 ¢

Eld S, P, Ceffman,
Vineland. Ont,
Beloved' Brother, GREETING.
. 1 am in receipt c¢f your letter of the 5 th inst.

Alsc copy of letter from The Prime Minister,s Seey. I have noted what you say
relative to anything that might be done pending the reply fron f#¢ Sir Robert
direct, on the part of the churches re funds. According to my humble judgement,
frem the very fact,"that there still are scircumstances and conditicns surrou-
nd1n§ the action taken on the part of the Government, and the Millita depart-
ment” which still leaves the matter of our "TOTAL EXEMPTION FROM ALL FORMS OF
SERVICE" in doubt, and from the further fact, that until this matter is finally
settled to our entire satisfaction, 1 feecl quite sure that sc far as our own
BODY is conecerned, it would be utterly useless tc appeal tc them fonAfunds

as per the purpose of the organization. so that personally I do not see that
anything forther can be done until we have a reply from the Premier. Of course

you understand 1 am only expressing my personal views, and not that of the

organization, Yours Fraternally.
9
- ém#wa/

L’,”/’__—\
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Stanley Bruoachcre,

Hesston Kans,

Dear

wanley: -

n AT R ¢
There had dboen o ma®

however, anothc® sten

dudge Roud, . Tioee t9,
th¢ Distslet Anw al! Tribunal

tloncd. when
Centrul Apwcal Judge, o
if tre apvelant doslre 50
Anoeal Judee he shall
an ancal
Tribunal
o hin
Prog ran
th roul
and the

notive la semt aloneg

fareher

the rcuscns are oo ‘Lolvial., our clains are
of trceir calline ¥Mennonites Inso gilitary: 3¢
BEgacding this matse ., I have bad o les
ministers, 6f the oid Ordc Loogkating sht:ohe
Mell Was o axrne bufare Lre Centrul Avucal
Very anxlous Lo liam what t¥e Judee Aoilded

not leamed ris deetsion, If re takes
ocgund 1 bus tukern nd- the Intemectasion
the natter in the War=-Tines
roadhe MutteP. Botk
r“l’lta“

have atatcd tr.t the Menr
B2y RUeK
1 / a- -Fewm cased bBefor
we wil! have a nreeccdent Znd ean act fupther
80 D O cani et sclonoe
them. Lo act wltr wlsdon and £fimmly me ta il L g
#itk the geace of %od in shelr ke
wnich we would exmect o suke. We do no
under thelr nower 20 suafer nend by
An _lwl 20 know that ithere 13
trhe "notcd Stati &d. ¢ nced o nay furtkcr
ed Irnto the righer scovioe of Cretst,
God Dleag you in w vk thro.

cr r}

acfy
").‘}l, o

¥ours 1n faith

cridd chanee In the nd l itary 31t

Judge o Lre ..&-‘,!»
the nos

%
4
Eleogtions Act. Wo

onites ‘are

lately res
the Cented

for our beoya.
i
L3, The

4 'I'i.' »

nrosnect of
that
Renenbo e the

- »

k tter £O0 hand and noted,

tuation as far &s oue

pebole Ls wonecncd, r)'.‘: » boys have been miing “‘(,1:‘ aorg.als to the dlabries
Teibunal s and ther rave bee refused, Ther have nealed o the Centtal

ADDPCal Judge, trrough the Distelct Triovunals, and the permlssion S0 anveal
Lo  tre Central Mdee was refused i tre Didtrict T2ibunal. This 13 the Pes
post whick vou rave no doubt rcad 1n tye naner a3 @nee mine the actien of

U8 L0 Liow an @eul L0 8¢
on ich 1% 13 Statoe St
13 anncald 0 thertantbel

Yo s & 11
i v FLAEE R

13 oroaccutcd
ral suthicrity

hands unle sy

basud on tre @y nstitiutivong 19

Al gl

thele young
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/, a'u
caec of ebght of

Ty sg &
s A e

relative Lo them, As Yo T bW
vion that the Milltary Boz2vic
goyoennens niaced vna
need have no furikrér touble
exennted fron ull

L1 G

hag

prding necsalng She se ease ‘3.
Arneal Jadge that

advisuvle. We t =18t that
We would exnecs
iong on/asmy serv-
GoYc mrent knowidthe
DUy weuld nlace
to BCrve In
retier
whaag

a3 18

Whelr onviet
6 Lte oy
GArselves
War,

for curprethren . In
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CopV¥BANELL WY Re MLlitary Service Act, Exemptions for Mennonltes

£

G

,
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Military Service Branch

Office of Devuty Reglstrar under Military Service Act.

London Omtarlo, Feb. 7, 1918,
In ywur answer refer to H.F.Beresford,
Mr,. Elmer Oesch,
Zurich, ont.
Dear Sir,- .
Replyl;ng to your letter of the 5th inst, beg to séte tht if pu
belong to the Mennonite church you are exent from Military Service.

Yours truly
Signed, W. E. Wismer,
Deruty Reglstrar, Milltary Béstbtet, No. 1.
HFB/CM.

\Hbading as above/

London Ont., March 15/18
Mr., Sam Gascho,
Zurich, Ont.
Dear Sir,-
Answering your leticr of the 14th., inst. in regrd to
Exemptiion Certificate, beg to advise tht the matter of Exempton of Mennonis
nites 1s now being under onslderation, and as yet I have not recelved :
ny ruling.
Yours tmly,
Signed, W.E.Wismer,
Deputy Registrar, under M.S.A.

Sigred, per, H.F.Beresfod,
HFB/CE. Assistant Deputy Reglstrar,
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Vincelandg ont., Mac. 438, 1918,
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Milve fton, Ont.
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it affords n¢ a
ot sure that 1
A glad to learhh that She edsc
the Crlef Justice and oruy tha
the ® 1rlit of the lax which
have Intended sm.clal npelviloeg Adon frem nilitusy scevice
for trose wro ho!d that it & , to destroy or %o glve any
aankstasce 50 ”.-(: Jv gtrucsion of Manan life., May the many weve s that
pave ascended Lo Ood in ‘this behalf bhe anaweeed today. T fecel sht all of
our vbrethren shou wi tave annedded thelrs cases, although we Y ave askcd the
ehirt Justice Lo glve tre same @nalderation to those of ocur pretrxn who
Bave not womglacd as o those #ho have pade annlicasion. :
Regardlivg voyue son, i .an glad %o arn thut heé 13 a cerbec» of the Theh
wd the fact trhat he han boern a fmenne s for tre lenghh of time rptioneéd will
Stand in ¥ig favor, Regurding Yis age, I think shat alnce he cones into the
age iinlt now, he will be llable %o be called when eluss £ 1a called, unles
there ate other nrovisions for his exemption, The law savs ags fmll w3, "Any
class excent class 1, shall inéude nen who are transferrcd threto
anotl er cluss as hereinaftcr nrovided, and nen o one Intd elass :
the nwrevicug class was called out.”™  As fast as the bvas becone of 1 i tsany
age they wlli‘be culicd into the following classe:
Sl?:r:,;. youa . /have been a resident of Canada for %0 long a tine 1t na
have conslderable bearing on your apvlicution for citizonashivn., If the
A

OOVE 2nney odld net grant you clslzenship now 1% could not Interforc withe

our bretrhren accordline 10
rfous lliberty and secnag to

y-—-"‘““,
:1
-

i

2,
rdth  voge toking ovt in *.-‘,'1‘,*103", ywbipavers. I 8 30cey that T Fhave net Ve
dircet dnfomuition on ¢113 nolint. It night be well for vou 40 o %0 Strat-

ford L0 sonc one wltl who, ;,fu.l a2 acqualnted and get b gal advice. If vou
could see a Judge, he could lve the informatl on 2d arsonge for Shre :,u_f)-'
plicutori, sbnce all of the Annilcatlions and Pauonrs muss :o— throuch his
handa, Yaur-son would be obliged 40 nakeé avpnlication and would thus cone
undes the mllitary regulations of Canada. It cusie he wWose already-a clsizey
of the Mmited States Fe wpuld have tre nrivilege of becoming f tizen of
Cuumh and ¢nllasting in the Canadimn amy, and if he wenst o ke tMmited
States Lz a o tigen to ro Later, !xc, 4.'0‘.1!_0 be of no value © the nistes
States amy on aco uns of the fact tht all of oup young men are ctalned
in detentlon cunpa, His sesvice here as a werker on harv sting and trreshig
nact 1?1(.:3 Guld be as valyuble as hls sesvice anywhere., & hone that vou wili
pe avle Lo mukg satlsfaciory arrangencnt regamiing ‘your ‘son, Me has only.a
few days until he i3 of 4zec and if ppssible he should then receve clthc» hb
olitlizen p;mc; *3 0F napess declarding khils intention © becone »u eltizer of
rnada as 300n 45 vemlisasible. If re_, t.."a cones a daer the regulations of
Canda, re nu y wntinue where he likes as far us emvlovment ls oncerncd bud
would not be expoeesed to enguge. in labu. dircetly assocluted with: the amy,
our ngovle ¥ onld all do what they cun to rélvn the world %o live, Wiakin
WU God's dblesvling In 4kl vour oft preva, I-am, ‘
Yours in falth and for Wbe Kingdon,

iy I TSR SR

L e il e SRS T
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403.

Ottawa, March 19, 1918.

Dear Sir,-

In further reference to your letter of the
20th of February, addressed to the Prime Minister,
and referred to the Hon. Mr. Rowell, Mr. Rowell
asks me to advise you that a Committee of the Cabinet
will meet you on Tuesday, the 26th of March, at
eleven-thirty a.m., Room 82, East Block, Ottawa.

Will you kindly confirm this appointment.

Yours very truly,

‘Assistant Secretary.
S. F. Coffman, Esq.,

Secretary, Non-R931stent Relief Organization
Vineland, Ont.

JBA/J.
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THE MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1917.

REPORTS OF CASES
DECIDED BY

THE CENTRAL APPEAL JUDGE.

REPORTER :
J. LORN McDOUGALL, Barrister-at-law.

Marcr 19, 1918. Na: 10;

Re J. RODTKA (Serian No. 877796 M.C.)

Temporary exemptions allowed to farmers are in the nature of licenses, con-
ditional on the efforts of the person exempted being such as to justify
continued exemption.

February 20, 1918.

The Central Appeal Judge: The need for troops cannot be
exaggerated. On the other hand, the necessity of maintaining
food production is equally pressing. The exemption granted to
farmers is granted solely because of the conviction that they
are, or may be, more useful in food production than as troops
at the front.

Such exemptions are really in the nature of licenses, on the
condition that the efforts in the direction of food production of
a person exempted are such as to justify the granting of the
exemption. In the present case the production is not nearly
as great as it ought to be. Exemption has been granted until
the 1st of June, and an application may be made before the
expiration of that period for an extension of the exemption
period; but it will be necessary that, before the 1st of May,
J. Rodtka shall file with the Registrar, a statement showing the
acreage under plow, acreage under crop, and the different kinds
of crop; also full particulars as to cattle. The statement must
further show to what extent preparations are being made for
increasing production during the season of 1918, and on any
application for an extension of the exemption period it will be
necessary to satisfy the tribunal that he is sparing no effort to
see that the production of 1918 shall be adequate, considering
the size and nature of the farm.

Exemption granted until 1st June, 1918,

37110 :
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THE_MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1917.

REPORTS OF CASES
DECIDED BY

THE CENTRAL APPEAL JUDGE

REPORTER :
J. LORN McDOUGALL, Barrister-at-law.

MarcH, 19, 1918, NGO 115

Re JOHN COMPTON (Seriar No. 585412 H.C.).

Where a community are farming and fishing in co-operation, temporary
exemption may be granted to enable the applicant to show what
efforts the community are making to increase production.

March 5, 1918.

The Central Appeal Judge: This is a case in which a com-
munity of individuals, consisting of men, women and children,
are working the property in common and operating a fishing
plant.

Before the expiration of the period allowed an application
may be made for a further exemption, when it will be open to
the applicant to show what efforts the community are making
to increase production. It will be necessary to give exact par-
ticulars as to the acreage under the plow, the acreage under
crop, including the hoed crop, together with the kinds of crop,
the acreage of pasture and of hay, as well as the number of
cattle, stating how many are milch cows, and of horses, sheep
and pigs.

Exemption granted until 1st June, 1918,

37111

R -
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THE MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1917.

REPORTS OF CASES

DECIDED BY

THE CENTRAL APPEAL JUDGE.

REPORTER:
J. LORN McDOUGALL, Barrister-at-law.

Marcu 19, 1918. No. 13.

Re J. H. ADAMS (Ser1ar No, 504651 J.C.).

A farmer, one of a family of farmers having other members exempted, re-
quired, on applying for extension of exemption period, to show efforts
towards increased production on the part of the family. All exemptions
liable to be reviewed.

February 25, 1918.

The Central Appeal Judge: Exemption is granted until the
Ist of June. The father, John Adams, and the subject of the
application, Harry Adams, must report before the 1st of May
giving full particulars as to preparation for the season of 1918,
including exact information as to acreage under plough; acre-
age under crop, specifying the kinds of crops and the number
of acres devoted to each; together with full particulars as to
cattle, horses, hogs and sheep.

Report must also be made concerning John Henry Adams.

It will be necessary, in order to get an extension of the
exemption period hereby granted, that the family shall show
they are doing their utmost to inerease production in the season
1918. The attention of the family is hereby called to the
fact that the exemption granted to John Henry Adams may
be reviewed at any time.

Exemption granted until 1st June, 1918,
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THE MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1917.

REPORT OF CASES
DECIDED BY

THE CENTRAL APPEAL JUDGE.

REPORTER:
J. LORN McDOUGALL, Barrister-at-law.

MarcH 22ND, 1918. No. 15.

Re JOHN WHITE (Seriar No. 790081).

Farm labourer whose exemption is sought by his employer, given temporary
exemption. Further exemption made conditional on employer furnishing
evidence of preparations undertaken for production for the coming season.

March 8, 1918.

The Central Appeal Judge: Exemption is granted until the
1st of June provided the subject of the application continues
to work as a farm labourer. In the meantime it will be neces-
sary, before the 1st of May, for the proprietor, Mr. John F.
White, of Toronto, to file with the Registrar, a written state-
ment showing the acreage under plough, the acreage under
crop, and of each kind of crop; the amount of pasture and of
hay, and particulars as to cattle and hogs; and on any applica-
tion for renewal it will be necessary for him to satisfy the
tribunal that the production for the season of 1918 is likely
to be of such magnitude as to justify the withdrawal of John
White from military service.

Appeal allowed.
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THE MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1917.

REPORT OF CASES
DECIDED BY

THE CENTRAL APPEAL JUDGE

REPORTER:
J. LORN McDOUGALL, Barrister-at-Law.

Marcu 23rD, 1918. " No. 23.

R. F. ELLIOTT (Seriar No. 4100197 M.C.)

A claim for Exemption on the ground that applicant is a Minister of the
Gospel is not cognisable by the Exemption tribunals. If he is within
the class “clergy” under the Act, he is excepted from the operation
of the Act, and need not apply for Exemption.

Members of the religious connection commonly known as “Plymouth
Brethern” are not, in view of the tenets of that body, entitled to
Exemption as conscientious objectors,

Personal belief, apart from membership in an organized religious denomin-
ation, does not justify exemption on conscientious grounds.

March 14, 1918.

The Central Appeal Judge: Exemption is claimed in this
case and has been allowed to R. F. Elliott as a Minister of the
Gospel in the Plymouth Brethren Church.

The Central Appeal Judge passes no opinion upon the ques-
tion of whether or not the applicant is a clergyman within the
meaning of the language describing the sixth class of persons
declared to be excepted from the operation of the Military Ser-
vice Act. ,

If the applicant falls within that class then he is entirely
outside the operation of the Act, and as regards him the exemp-
tion tribunals have no jurisdiction either to grant exemption
or t6 declare his status in relation to the Act; if he is not a
clergyman within the language of the Act then the facts pre-
sented afford no ground for exemption.

I have been unable to accept the contention made generally on
behalf of the connection commonly known as Plymouth Breth-
ren, that they are exempt from combatant military service
under the Military Service Act. '

Indeed Mr. Elliott, who presented the views of himself and
his friends with great clearness as well as with obvious sin-
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cerity, did not dispute that the taking part in combatant mili-
tary service would not, according to the corporate views of the
Plymouth Brethren, be regarded as a disqualification for mem-
bership; wickedness alone, he said, would be a ground of
exclusion and that would not necessarily be regarded as wicked-
ness in all circumstances.

This conclusion necessarily requires me, in accordance with
the law, to reject the claims made by members of this connection,
for exemption as conscientious objectors.

An additional word in explanation seems necessary. It is
no part of the duty of the Central Appeal Judge to discuss the
question whether there is or is not any sound, ethical basis for
the distinction, which the statute plainly draws, between persons
whose religious belief forbids them from engaging in military
service, but who, at the same time, are not members of any
organized religious denomination holding such belief as part
of its corporate creed, and those who, on the other hand, hold
nonresistant tenets personally, and are also at the same time
members of an organized religious denomination having such
a creed.

The condition prescribed by the statute may well be supposed
to have had its origin in the desire to avoid or reduce the risk
of imposture which the absence of it would probably involve;
but, whatever the object of the legislature, the enactment is plain,
and the members of the connection in question are not, accord-
ing to the proper construction of it, within the class entitled to
take advantage of it.
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L. J. Barkhelder,
samnuel Coudle,
D, W, Helze,
Thos. Reesor,
C¢hr, Gascho,
Vineland ont,, Mar., 82, 1918.
Members of Committ to Interview Government,
Non-Resistant Relief Organization,

Brethren:-

A letter addressed to the Premier was acknowledged as follows;
"Your letter of the 80th Inst.\February/ advising that the Non-Reslstant
Relief Orzanization proposes to rdlise a charitable fund
to be donatecd to the Government as a memorial in appreciation of
ligious liberty enjoyed by non-combatant organizations, is to hand
absence of the Prime Minister on important public business. Your suggestica
that a Committee aprointed for thd purpose should interview the Govern-
ment with regard to the work of the Organization will have consideration
in due course.
Dated Ottawa, Feb.28th. Yours very truly,

Signed, Geo. W, Yates,
Prime Minister's Secretary.

ch

G

he re-

n the

feate

S.F.Coffman, BEsq.
Vineland Qut-
A second lecr was recelved yvesverday as follows,
Ottawa, Marchl9, 1912,
Dear Sor,-

In further reference to your letter of the 80th of February,
addressed to the Prime Minister, and referrred to the Hon. Mr. Rowell,
Mr, Rowell asks me to advise you that a Conmlttee of the Cabinet wlll meet
you on Tuesday, the 26th of Maech, at eleven-thirty a.m., Room 82, East
Block, Ottawa, Will you kindly onfirm thls appcintment.

Youmng very truly,
Signed, J.B.Aller
; Assistant Secrctary.

Later in the day a telegram came stoting that the avvolngment had
been changed to the 87th of March,

Afgter consulting with Bro, L.J.Burkholder over the phone, I replled
as follows

To the Honourapble Mr. N.W.Rowell.
Honowrable Sir,-

A letter from Mr, J.B,Allen, Assistant Secretary, of March
18th, stating that an eppointment had been made for the Commitiee of the
Non- Reslstant Relief Organization on the 268th of March, was duly recelved.
Als0o a telegram stating that the appointment was changed to Wurch 87th.

Our Committee will esteem 1t an honcr to meet with the Commititee of the
Cabinet, at the time specified, March 27th at eleveun-thlrty a.m.
Most respectfully, Yours,
Signed, s.F.Coffman, Sec. Etc.
The matter of arrangling for the Comnmittee's mecting was left In the
hands of the President of the Committee and Organization, Bro. Burkhcolder
You have undcubtedly had notice from him.,

Yours for the cause, ,"(7{/

Ssecretarvy of the Goﬁﬁrélcc.
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Itneland ont., Mag, 23, 161°,
| PHLSES: £ rkrolder,
Mg o Y.
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