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NON-RESISTANT RELIEF ORGANIZATION

Committee to Interview the Government.

Vineland Ont., Apr. 2, 1918.
To the Ministers of the Churches interested:-

The accompanying Blank Form is sent to you by the above Commit-
tee in order to secure exact information to present to the Government
regarding the nature of the exemptions granted cur members. Your re-
plies “will assist greatly in clearing our relation with cur Government
under present conditions.

>lease see each member of your congregation who has applied for
exerption and get the exact information required and write it Lriefly in
the proper column. ‘There are four questicns to consider:-

1. What was the decision of the Lccal Tribunal?
. If appealed to Distict Tribunal, what was the decision?
. Was the Dist. Tribunal asked for permissicn to appeal to the

Central Appeal Judge? and what the answer?
4. Was the case decided by the Central Appeal Judge? and what
was the decision?

L9}

(93}

Copies of any correspondence from members of the Government
or Officials, bearing on the question, will be appreciated.

Continue in prayer, and especially for your Ccmmittee.

Return blanks and correspondence to,

S. F. Coffman, Secretary,
Vineland, Ont.

The Committee.
L. J. Burkholder, Pres., Markham, Ont.
S. Goudie, Stouffville Ont.
Thos. Reesor, Pickering, Ont.
Chr. Gascho, Baden, Ont.

Y



Mennonite Archives of Ontario

NON-RESISTANT RELIEF ORGANIZATION,
Committee to Interview Government,

Vineland Ont,, Apr.2, 1918,
To the Ministers of the Churches interestedi-

The accompanyl;ng Blank form is sent to you by the above Committee in
order to secure exact information to present to the Government pegarding
the nature of the exemptions granted to our members, Your replies wPll as-
sist greatly in clearing up our relations with our Government dnder
present conditions,

Please see each member of your gongregation who has applied for exempt
ion and get the eact information required and write it briefly in the prop-
er column, There are four questions to Consider,l, What was the decision o
the Local Tribunal? 2, If appealed to the district Tribunal what was the
decision? 8, Was the District Tribuanl asked for perpission to greal ®©
" the Central Appeal Judge? and what was the answer to the requst? 4., Was
the case declised by the Central Appeal Judge? and what was the decision?

Copies of any correspondence frdiy members of the Govermment or of-
ficials, bearing on the question, will be appreciated.

Continue inm prayer, and especially for your Committee,

Return blamks and correspondence to

The Committee. S, F. Coffman, Secretary, Vineland,
L, J. Burkholder, Markham, Ont. :
S. Goudie, Stouffville Ont.
Thos, Reesor, Picksring Ont,
Chr, Gascho, Baden Ont,
D. ¥, Heime, Gormmley Ont.



: 4 D BT R P L T T T T ———————_—er .
=1 Mennonite Archives of Ontario
com. toc Gov't.
L.J.Burkholder,

S. (budle,

Thos. Reesor,

C. Gascho,
D.W.Helse,

(@]

Vireland Ont., Apr. 3, 1918.

.Brethren:-
Please note,herwith, the report of the Committee which walted
on the Government on the 27th of March.

our CormittCe, Thos, Reesor, David W. Helse and S.F.Coffman, met with
F,8.5cott,M.,P. for South Wate: loo, and arranged for a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee at the temporary House of Parllament, at 11.30 a.m. Bat
the appolntment was later changed to 2.45 p.m. The Comlttee of the Cablinet
was to have Included the Hon.J.A.Caulder, M.P., Saskatchavan, Minister of
Immigration and Colonization; HYon. Arthur Melghan, M.P., Manltoba, Secre-
tary of the Interior; Col. Mewburn, Minister of Militla, aad Hon. N.W.
Rowell, President of the Councll., This being the last day of the sesslon o
Parliament previcus tc the Easter hollday, the members were excevtionally
busy and we met withk Hon. JgA.Caulder and the Hon. S8.F.Scoti only.

cr

The menbers of the Gove nment gave your Committee a very attﬁgative
hearing nd are very much interested in the purpvose of our Organization,
We presented our petition, a copy of which is Inclosed, requesting them to
advise a method of vproceedure and a proper anplication of the funds to be
donated, and we also stated the mnditions which at present seem t0 inter-
fere with the carryng out of our purposes. We presentcd to the Government
a statenment, a$ber the second inclosed covy, howing hbw there appear to be
conflicting 1ssues between our non-resistant falth and trhe provisions of
the Military Service Act, we requesting that we desire some staternent or
action on the part of the Government which may clear up our standing with
the Governmment regarding the Mlilitarv Service Act.

The menbers of the Government whom we met have promised to take up
these matters w. th their fellow-members and with the prover officials at
the earliest possible moment after the Easter Recess and formard to your
Dormittee a revort thereupon. They were glad for our exnlanatlon of our
situation and felt to glve us the fulliest assurance that our interests
would not be disregarded and our complete exemption from milltary service
would be allowed.

Asking that you may ®ntinue to pray for your Commiittee and their
work, and for the Government and their efforts to deal righteocusly with
all of ts cltizens, we are ‘

Yours in tre service of the Master,

8. F. Coffman, 3Sec,
for the Committee.,

el AR e s it
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2 8Fk0 89 0 F COMMITTER

1 of the committee to interview the novernment with a committec of th
fi¥4é#+ at Ottawa, Mar 27 th 191¢,

: Your Committee composed of Th
S. F. Ccffman, and D. W. Heise. ret with the Hon B. . Seott of Scu
and arranged for a meeting with the Cabinet Committee at the temperary chs
rliament at 11-3C A, M,Rut tis appointment was later changed to 2-45 P.M
Committee <f the Cabinet was tc be composed of HON J, A, Caulder,Sask, M
cf Imigration and colonization,Arthur Meighan,Minister of 1lnteri ongiPLT 1
Minister of Militia, and N, #. Rowell President ¢f the Counecil,, The T4t a8y of
thc session previous tc the easter recess, the members of the Government were very
i18y,and we were alble tc meet with Mr Caulder and Mr Scott only.

v
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members of

the govermment gave your committee/a yery attentive hearing, and much interes-

t in the purpose of cur organization. We presented our pelition gtporwstrtien,

(@ copy of which 1s hereto attack@d) requesting them tc advise a method of _rococd-
ure, and a greger ap . lication of the funds dopated, and stating the conditions wh-
ieh at presont interfere with the carrying our.ef cur purposes. We alsc presented
tc them a statement (as per copy alsc atteched herctq) cshowing how there seems to
be a cenfliet between cur none-registant faith, and the provisions of the Milita
service act. Requesting that we desire some statement, or aeticn on the part of
the Government which may clear up cur‘standing EE—Ere—tovarnrmont, regarding the
Military Service Act.The Members of the Cablnct whceme we meet have premised to
take up this matter with their fellow members, and with the proper officials of
the Govornmcnt,at the earliest pdssible moment after the Easter recéss, and prcm-\
iscd to your ccmmittee a report thereupon. They were glad for cur cxplanation of |
our situation, and felt to give us the fullest assurance that cur interest would
not be disregarded, and that _ur compléte/exempticn from Military serviee would Ie
allowed. Asking that you may continue ¢ pray for vour Committee and their work ,
and for the members of the Goverhment in their effort to deal rightecusly with
all cf a1ts Citizens, we zre yours in the.service ¢f the Mastor,

Th
a

(S

S. F. Coffman,
Thos Ressor.
. #W, Heise,

o
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A REQUEST OF A ud““l““Es OF THE NO¥-RESTSTANT RELIEF ORCGANIZATIO!
to
A COMWITTEE OF THE CABIVET
n from ?on—Rc:ztrammt Crurches ade $0 the Governrent
For Charitadle Purposcs,

Regardines d Donatio

Honourable Sirs, -

A3 represcntatives of the Norn-Realstant rel lglous vodies
known as Mennonitcs and Tunkers, whose pelnelnies of fauith regarding total
abstalnance fron war In avv form has beun recognlzed and vrovided for OV
ggr Govesment in times nast by Leglslation and Ordees In Council which
frecocdgyF then “-*om all ‘oblizations £f4 to Military Service, and for which
r¢cognidon and veovisions our veenle have felt to exnress thelr gratitude

r glving to the Govepnnpent a sum of roney ir the mture of a Vemnorial
whicr shall oe used for churlt .ble purvoscs during tresc tlmes of need
occasioned by the exceptlonal hardships orought about oy the nre3ent wWae,
we are niecuscd to mect you at vour bidding and to ?)’ g:3 to the vnrover
crunneds of donating trils furnd arnd the »roner um.: VV1%T‘N¢ accord with
the faltr of our ponle and glve then the onpor:u‘t’ft}r of heartlly expresshy
thelr esteem of thler Govermment, :

Permlt us to s3%tate “hat ouar nenie Xa.ve been sharing in the works of
charlty and gellef of suffering 1h siving generously of thele labors and
means as far 48 conslistant wilt! ele neace-loving neincliples Thia
Movement oo thelr maupt, "Tre FOJ—Ru413VJU Rellef 09(‘"171f1< Wb & o |
speclaul effort to do more work along the same lincs and shace norh fully
in tre privadicns of trelir fellowcitizens, and in the supnort of the
crarituble work of the “ovesnnent. Your assistance in devisng sone neus
by which ris donatlon may be made to the Jovemnent 13 eamestly gsoliclitel
We alag desire thit cur peonle may have the assurance tht trls fund nay be
used for the reldf of those 'ho ape wo thy poor and who are in actual necd
of "t.lhx, el ther at rome or abroad, preforably the réllef of widows and
ovp%%s who have 1o supnort as war devendants, or who may not be included
in the classes alreudy pledged the suvnort of the Governnent,

It would glve us great vileasure t0 have confliremed to ourngonie the

assucance thiit the jotal exempniion of those of our faith from all milltary
scrtlcx is stil! the-purpose of our dovernnent. While such vledges have
been givin:.to us fron ®» ne quarters of the Covernment, others have not see
fit to 30 lnturnrtt the provislons of the Military S¢rvice Act, and miny @
our voung men, who re.istcred un d(r the sald Act and clalned exerntl ons on
rcllglions grounds rave not rad uniforn declsions of their clains and many
are stllil held Por non-comoat a“t classes, Our Rellef Organization has been
formed witr all nfidence of the Government's purnoses of carfying out
1t3 pollicy of *(11w1u.3 11bcrdy and nledges to our neonle, We regret that
gince then we huve not met Nlu} the same encouragenent. what the Governmet
mav do in making clear $0 the ~inds of many of our memnbess that our
privileges are continucd and guardcd will nect with greseful and rearty
reasvonce and, we trust, the devout thanks %o God for the beneflcence of
the TJovoenment, ‘und ardent vrayers for His sustalning powcr durlng the.se
tinca of trouble,

Your humble Petltioners, who shiull evir nmay,
The Cornitec.,

Bl i g
‘ w gy 2 Qs
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A REQUEST OF A COMVITTEE OF THE NON-RESISTANT RELTEF ORGANIZATION
; to
A COMMITTEE OF THE CABINET
Regarding a Donation from Non-Reslstant Chusfches mde to the Goverinent
For Charlitable Purposes.

Honourable Slrs,-
As representatives of the Non-Reslstant rellglious oodles
{ known as Mennonites and Tunkers, whose princliples of fallth regarding total
1{ abstalnance from war In any form has becen recognlized and orovided for by
aur Govermnent in times. nast by Leglslation and Ordees in Council which
.J freedom them from all obllgatlons frd to Military Service, and for which
recognition and provisions our people have felt to express thelr gratlitude
by glving to the Government a sum of money in the rture of a Memnorial
which shall be used for charit ble purvoses during these times of need
i occasioned by the exceptionai hardshins brought about by the nresent wase,
?{ we are pleascd to meet you at your Qigdding and to 8 to the Drogiawlh¥l{;
cranm donatémg thils fupd ard €8 nroper, | e acoord with
the falth of our peple wrd glva ,then the oppértun ty of heurtlly expressig
thelr esteen of thler Govemmmett ¥

nfer ¢

Permlt us to state “hu% sar nepie kuve been sharing In the works of /
charity and rellef of suffering in glving generously of trelr labops and

means aus far as consistunt with thelr peace-loving vrincivles., This
Movement on thelr mrt, "The Non-Reslstunt Rellef Organization," 13 a |
speclal effort to do more work along the same lines and share more fully

in the privaticrns of thelr fellowcitizens, and In the suvport of the
ckaritable work of the Covernment, Your assistance in devisnges some neds

by whlch <his donatfon may be made to the Governnment 13 eamestly soliciteai.
We also deslne thut our vennle may have the assurance tﬁ@ this fundﬂm§77§§
used for the reléf of those who arc worthy poor and who are in actual necd
of rellef, elther at home or abcoad,(preferaply the rellef of wldows and
orp‘ﬁq)who nave €0 suprort as war dependants, or who may not be included

n the classes alreudy pledged the suvvort of the Govermnent.

It would glve us great pleusure $0 have conflirmed Lo aaqégopie the
assurance tha.t the total exemnilon of those of our failth from all military
service 1s stlll the purpcse of aur Govermmens. While such pledges have
been glven to us from ® me 3 of the Government, others have not see
£1t %o 30 Intcroret the provisions of the Military Service Act, and many @
.Our young men, who reslstcred under the sald Act and claimed exenptl ons on
rellgious grounds have not had uniform decisions of their claiims and many
are stlll held for non-combatant classes. Our Relief Organization has been
formed with all confidernce ¢f the Government's purposes of carrcylng out
1ts pollicy of religicus libersy and pledges to our veovle. We regret that
since then we ra.ve not met wlth the sane encouragenent. What the Covernmet
may do in making clear %o the ninds of many of our membe®s that ocur
privileges are continued and guarded will meet with greseful and hearty
resnonce and, we trust, the devout thanks $0 God for the oeneficence of
the Govérmment, and ardent vravers for His sustalning vower during thre se
tines of trouble. :

Your humble Petitioners, who shull ever vray,
The Comnitee.
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Com. tc Gov't.
THE CONFLICTING POINTS BETWEEN THE FAITH OF THE NON-RESISTANT
CHURCHES AND THE MILITARY SERVICE ACT.

1. If any servlice whatsoever 1s requlred of Non-Resistant bellevers, who
are membeng of such organized Churches, 1t nulliifies the pledges of
religious liberty on the first actual occasion that privileges of
exermption could have been effective,

under the Military Servée Act our young men were obliged to register
under Clause 8 of the Exemptions, inserting the name of the "Tunker,"
"Mennonite”,or"Amish Mennonite" Church, thus describing the "teneis o
falth®™ as opposed to "combatant" service. This incorrectly expresses

2. In following the advice of the Covermment in re® onse to the first call,
(¥

or
f

our falth; but no provisions were made under the Exemptions Regulations

for correctly stating our falth and the grounds of our claims as op-
posed to all forms of Military Service, whether "combatant" or non-com-
batant." Hence the Local and District Tribunals could not do otherwlse
than follow the directions of the Act and exemnt from © mbatant service
only, and our brethren not totaly  exemvted are subject to Military
service,

3. Our Brethren have not been uniformly dealt with by the various Exenp-~
tion Tribunals., Some have been exempied as farmers, some as necessary
homne, others until certain classes or catagories are called and others
exempvted from combatant service. Some few in the East and a number in
the West are Exempnted asz Mennonites. The Military Service Council and
other heads of Go vernment Devarinents have almost unifommly declared
that the Mennonites and Tunkers are excepted from MNilitary Service Act
and*have no duty to ne form tie rcunder.,® Our apreals to the mrious
Tribunals, using the decision of the Military Service C uncil, have not
met with any success in securing the release from Milltary Service of
any of our young men, and theu are still held, contrary to their falth,
as soldlers on leave of absence withouimux pay, and are under the
Military Authority of the Country.

o
o

4, Our pedle have estcemed the Interpretation of the "Excepntions to the
Act™, that those coming under the Order in Councll of Aug. 138th, 1873,
Included all Quakers, Tunkers and Mennonites whose libertlies under the
statutes of Canada had been continued to them for many years, and whose
liberties were clted to the Menmnonit.s who proposed immigrating to
Canada in order to confirm their confidence in the continuance of their
falth in this land., We could not belleve that the Banadian Govermment
had annulled in any degree those religious liberties and immtnities wkk
which our fore-fathers enjoyed.

The Commitiee,

et

T




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

CANADA POST

THE ADPRESS TO BE WRITTEN
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7 A 'Aé’b LESSED is the man that walketh not in
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the
seat of the scornful. But his delight is
in the law of the Lord; andin hislaw doth
he meditate day and night.—Psa. 1: 1, 2.
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TaeE BeEraespa Anxp StourrviLLE TeELEPHONE CoMPaNy, LiMITED

D. W. HEISE, Sgcrerary

ISSUBR OF MARRIAGE LICENSES,
CONVEYANCER, ETC. GORMLEY, ONT......A.API.‘.’ ...... 8th’ .............. 1918.

PRIVATE MONEYS TO LOAN.

Eld S, F. Coffman,
Vineland., Ont.
Beloved Brother.,
1 herewith inelose report of our brethern in the Draft in ESfk
Markham Distriet. A1l of our ccngregations have been served with blanks sent
me. 1 did not have enough however to supply the west. You might therefore
mail supply tc Bish Fred Hahn, Kindersley Sask. 1 trust the returns will

reach you in due time from all our Distriets.

Yours Fraternally.

Eeaide
Q’"ﬁ
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Military Service Act.
Committed to Ottawa.

Vineland Ont., April 9, 1918,
Brethren:- Greeting,.

You will please find enclosed a copy of a letier
to the Chief Justice, Duff, regarding the exe,ptlon claims that are belg
allowed to ® me of our brethren, Thbs 1s the flst case that has come to
my at-ention and we shouddfeel anew our interests in our young breth re&
and proy that they ma find grace in the sight of trose who are in a
podition to judpe the righteousness of our cause and the legallity of
the religion which we préfess to fillow,

We truat to hear the results of the decislon of thls case in the curse
of a few days. Other;‘ measures are pending in regard to the Military ser
vice act and we shold pray that in the future we will be freed from
some of the trlals that have come to us in this first call to furn ish
recrults for the ammy of the ountry.

In oonnection with the work of the Committee that had to d with
the Non-Resistont Relief Organization, we have to report that some
members of the Government hase taken the case in hand and will do
what they can to have our position made clear before the Governunent,

We are glad for this interest end will endeavor to render them all the
assistance possible in understanding our falth and principles and 1in
securing such information o ncerning our boys as will enable them to
present our case intelligently before the Government, Copies of this
letter to Chief Justice Duff will be forwarded to them We have alm sert
out blank forms to be filled in oncerning the decisions of the
Tribunals that have actecd on the applications of our boys for cmemptopn
This r@ort wiil help them to see that we have not been allowed any com
cesstons mncerning our faith, All exe,ptions were allowed as were thos
of any consclentious objector and ome gre not given that mueh recog-
nition., These re@ ort willbe complied and forwarded as soon as the
retums are in, If gou have any influence in getting these reports retn

¢d vromptly, please do sO% Continue to pray for the cause.
Yaursxirxx

Yours in falth,
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Vineland Ont, April 9th, 1918,

Mr, Justicé Duff,

Central Appeal Judge,
Department of Justice,
Ottawa,

your Honours-

Respecting the Appeal of Joseph Cressman, New Namburg
Ont., Serial Number, 726680 AC, Consecutive Number, 690A, which is an
Appeal from the decision of the Appeal Tribunal at Kitchener, Ont.,
pernit me to state a few facts,

Since addressing Your Honour on December 7th, 1917, and
formarding correspondence which was fyled for reference in case the
Appeals of Mennonites coming before your Court, this is the fist case
that has been brought to our attention as having been allowed the
privilege of appeal to the Central Tribunal, We are grateful for this
consideration,

Our position as Mennonites, Amish Mennonites and Tunkerns
respecting our Tenets of Faith and attitude toward military service has
not been described by the Exemption Clause of the Military Service Act
under which our membes were obliged to claim exemption, since we hold
and have held for centuries that all foms of militarvy service are-met
inconsistart with our Christimn profession,

We have been informed by Local and Avpeal, Tribunals tha
the Exceptions to the Act, referred to those Russian Bre n wo were
granted exemption by Order én Council, August 13th, 1873, We were
pleased that the Military Service Councll expressed the opinion that
All Mennonites are excluded from the operation of the Act and have no
duty to perform thereunder, The tenets of falth of the Russian Mennonits
and thelr reasons for asking exemption from all military servie 1s the
only adequate description of our faith and ground for our claims, since
we hold the same principles and artieles of faith, and it appears to
us to be the only vrover classification for us under the Military
Service Act,

We belleve that 1t was not the vurpose of the Government
in framing the Military Service Act to prescribe what should be the
articles of falth of any Church;nor was 1t their purpose to limit in
any sence the privileges of well established and recognized religious
bodies, We dutifully accept any limitations wrick may not interfeve with
our duty to our Saviour, but pray that these most sacred principles of
peace and good will, as exemplified by Christ may be recognized as
lawful and permitted us by the clemency of our Government,

We are, most humdy and faithfully,

Your servants who pray,

The Cornmittee,

3 Cfn,.

Secretary.
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.:].A.

Vinelund Ont., Apell 10th 1917,
-.T()i’ n R. #b e, |

"301
UVLc‘J(A O’t

Dear Brothei- Grecting,
Your letter of the S8tr Ihst, to hand and need.
I wish %o thunk wou for the Intca st ~ou have taken In our ek nd
Poust tht our usnited e:forts may rcsult In the aceuring of the laErty
of wmorsklp and scrvicé 40 cur God which s o nreclous o all who leve
Him and hold kis wc)ri as the rule of llfe and the nower of 3d:vatl on
Recagdding the "R forma that rave been sent out, I wiah to ex-
platn $rat Just ‘m,:n be Baster throe of a Cepmittee thag had bedn .anhour
tcd t0 g0 to Otta‘a, met some Of the nembe »8 0fFf the Jovermment thone. and
(,xp alnedour purnbse of donating a sum of money to the ovésnrent on
account of our Churcres having been exempt from milltary scrmvéde. This
money was 0 bo used for cRarituble murvoscs and not for any war par-
poses, BRXAX We told them that on accant of the nw sent condition, in
whick maty of our bOoys werda not glven comvlete excmnion 1t was doubt#ul
If nuny of our nw nle would give toward ghis fund, and we wire deslirous
to know just where we s3tand ander the nrtsent M!l tary 8c vice Act. We
t~led to show thenm that our boys were exemnted only from combatan bt 3¢ svke
vice and even that was againsgt our prineinles of falth., Thesc menbeces o
tte Governnent nromiscd to sec what ¢o.ld be done toward clearing up
the sltuation., Our Commitice then decided 4ht 1t wouod oe best for us
to £ind cut haw many of cur boys, Mennonite Amiagh and Turker, md becnh
required to annly for cxenntion, and 0 learn what kind of exemvtien
had been grantcd them, It seems that nih v have been exen-ted for man
other ‘peasons than that they are members of the Mentonlte , Anlsh or
unker Ghurcres, }"ﬁu:b exenptions do not take rcoogniti on of our faltr
at all, and mean notring to us, snce, Af any of our toy¥s Bould not
engage In farmming they » uld be held for combatant s¢rvice nless sne
otkcr aopeal wercmude., In order to show the Govemnent Jis:t how our
falth hu's been misrenroscnted and how the Telbundi s have fol led to
#ive a uniform declslion on our anvelus we ha ve asked for the unswers
mgad ng the -declslons of the Local and Digtrict apneal Tribunuls., The 7
ml.sllt,am autrhoritics have the 1ists of all who have apn 11« d for exemnt
fon and ould glve it to the fNovernnent 18 asked for, but we wantcd the
Informatl’on solely for oursclves . that we could b -'1”: tre matter to
tre -at.'r‘cm.lovx of the Government in such a wvay that thev ® uld see the
reasocnableness of our *'c,qae:st for conplete exenptlon and “3 ¢ recogni-
tion of our non-resistant falth, It will not obligate any one to myth &
more than to toke the time to g;ct the information. Tresc 1lsts will =
be usecd unless 1t 13 to make an apw al to the Sovernrent for all of the
bretrhren who have been called and who have avnlied for exennti on as
menbe ra of the nonreslistant Churches. :
It will not matter who sccures the . 1'fo roatlion, Yo one will need to
slgn thele nane to the pabner, All we wani’ is the names of the Yrsons
who ap~lled for exemntion and the a,a,_im.:s.s, ‘md the place where the
‘Local Trlbunai sat and what was the ‘deedlston, md the nlace of the Apock
Tribunal and the declsion and then Lf the J“Weil was made tc the Centrul
‘Apneil d@nveal Court and wrat declsion was iven,
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Ma¥y T suzre! hat the rcason why we arce asking all ofour brethren to
anw al wro have ~// clalnecd exemntion under clausce 8, \ gxcnntion as :z'.}(
adhe rent of a Cf»r:} wrich forblds combatunt scevice/ 18 tht our falth
i3 conpnromlsed when we silgn our ckurckh nure to thatl rcason., You dild the
right ﬁ):t".— wrer vou inse *t d the sentence, \ forblds all kinds of
nillitary scrvédcef. Agaln, those who are exenntod u"d(“ the onditions of
that clausc are b?LHUuLJ only f ron Conbutqﬁt gerw 'ce and are reld for
gome’ Rlnd of non-combatant service when called upon, It 13 for the
vurnose of getiing free from the ~o”d!*u ons of that exemption that we
are nroing our bretrhren t0 anncal and are working with the Governnent &
vlace us on the 113t of thosc entirelhf ce from the power of the Mllitar
Sgervice Act. 1If any of the CXU”DViOéu were granted as 1 Mennonite, it
wlll fece them entirely. If any other reasons arc glven 1t will be a
ondi ticnal exemntion only and not recognize our falth,

I am zlad tha t vou have succceceded In getil nz vou cuses before the

Ccd r'l Tribunal. The case of one of our brethren will, cone before the
Ce 2l Judge on April 12th, I am sendinz vou a covy of the lettce whid

We Jbut to the Centrul Judge rehstive to thlas caze angd to otle £s of
non-resiatant faith which may ® me before him, I have gonfldence thut

it will come out right in the e¢nd, as theee are those of the nemober's of
the- Govornnent that are promising thelr help in thls mattcr, and one. of
then 1s Hon, J. A. Caulder of Saskatchawan, who knows the onditions

of the falsh of the Ruassian Brethren and who understands why we ask for
complcte exemntion, It will not be possible for our bretheen o be
called Into service untll they have a declision on theler anveal., It take
tine to gzet the rcnorts all ready and the brethren will no doubt hear
from the Novemment in due time.

Trark yvyou for the coples of correspondence sent, It 13 Interesting
and imnortant, This is the fiest tinme trat 1 have had any infornmation
a3 to the statecment of the Order in Councll, of August 13th 1873. It 1s
evident that the law of Canada was confimmed $0 trhe Russlan Brethren ani
to all Mennonites since no qualificatior was stated con 16eMming any clazs
0of Mennonites., You were very fortunate in having acoess to the foma
and Instructions of the Tribunals, It scens that the Tribunal at Loudon
Fras information and instructions that ave net been adhered to, bnce
many of our brethren have been refuscd exenntlion when the lnsufuctlon'
plalnly state that the Mennonites needed not 4o have annlicd for exenp-
tion. :

May we 'onol e Lo pray and may God bless the efforts that ane
nad€ %o pemit kis r'mble foddowe rs Lo scové hin in love and psace,

Yours in falth and for His causc,

T ST
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Vineland ont., Anrcil 10th, 1918, ;

# & 1 o iy b W 4 »)
Hon. Fe 8. BCOuty «Pa
f Parlluonent,
{

’
pib PO
MO B8 03

Ohlavui T
|

letscr to tre Chief

siry -
5 ol ¢ M -

Plecase find enclosed a cuhy. (
Justlee, Mp, Justice Duff, regarding the Anngal of on€ of cur ReEMders
ir. our Crurch, I rave

fron Yew Hamourg. Hls father is a ministcre

alao sent 4 conv of this petition to the Hon. J.A.Gaulder wltk a 3tatcA

nett thut e are eending out snecial blank forms ir oedcr %0 scoure the ’,‘
exact **.'&nm'.z‘ of rv*-c.?"";'(, rs who have annlled forr cxenutl on and to lcarn-the fé“
icelslons of the Trlbunal s who rendered opinlons on these anneds,
We £ ¢l that in the majority of cusca the declalons were ade on
otres e unds than those uvon which the anveal was nade, This Info ma- !

£1 » willl be forwanrded to vou and to Hon. Wr, Caulder ab the earllst §

ir. Caulder that I bave

nossible nonent. T neitlected o inform Yom. Mp. ]

vou recading this mattor also. »
n Gu» beralf ant B

written
“hanking vou for vour sneclal Invercst

sslstance in the work of cur Organigation, I m, 5|
\ 3

for yvour:a

Resnectfully,
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Vineland Ont., April - loth 1918,
g OO ranl T A Sednq | ~
oriouaranlic J. o LOANMLOCY,
Inister 6f Immigration and Colonizatl ;i
1071 136 Of 30"1“'.’-.‘ 'V—":‘g :
LLAWa@,.
o e
(o B
;i@"'- g vey vl m(< A."‘, - vs ,‘t H L oesew - w ~ £ - . ot
w410 LCceEn 0 nE. gucclal mission Of ur¢ cnonises ani
My Ype R o P YR, e & R Y & - o e
unkers aho we ¢ rilvilezed to lay pefore vou trelr nlang for R4 work

v sy C “dAme ~F 216 F v . 8 r $ & ry £ 3 [

i bris time of suff. *ing, the maticr of the evtemntion of cur vounc ner

£ vy sl m§ 3 r o [ war v o4 3 %

from all miiltary sc~vlice was bolught forward, I @ hescwlih seniding
it

% o0 57 ~ 0 i e :.~: e - - ., 9% -~ d Ten v n % . 3
A Ccohy of a ieiicr to the Chief Justice Durf, rexm edinz the exemp-

the QCentral

boisA
L
»
[
G
(0]
C
ar |
3
o
.
-
-
)
.

tion of one of ocur membors, the flsss &
Apncal Court, This i3 for vour Information 80 a3 %o keep In toueh wilsh
#rat 1s zolng on regarding our nlea for total cxemntion,

We rave forwarded blank foms to all of cas rm:.'."(';:,n.ls;"r:
for the nurose of sccubing exact Inforn tlon a3 to row manv of 6y
nmenbe s rave annliecd for <irtcr1"'tl<'vv" and what has been the decislon of ti
various Teibunal s conecex ning thelrs pdeas. Tris inforration wlll be

S

foonarded to vou at the carlless noss3ible rnoment
P v ORI - Cras
'hanking vou for vour interst in our cause @ d vour

assistance in our bota LT,

I am, Respectrully Yours,
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Vineland Ont., April 12th, 1018,
The Libratian,
Parliamentary Library,
Ottawa, Ont.

Skr:- "
Please inform me if it is vossible to secure a copy of the

*order in Councll of August 13th, 1873," which 13 referred to In the
Military Service Act, as exerﬁpt ing cettain classes from military service
also the Order in Council of December 6th 1898, applying to the same
class of exemptions,

please state also the cost of mdiring coples of the same if
at all vprocurable. |

Yours truly,

97 G
o /

M@C" é %: Md’

£ "

B
i ——
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vineland Ont%., Aoril 12, 1918.
Petcr Boschart,
Mllve rton, Ont,

Dear Brotrer:- Grocting,
Your lestiter recelved and noted,

It was our nurposc o g“;(:f the reorts at once . that
we night know haw matiers arsc standing now. We undarstood that the re were
gone anvlicatlons scnt in to Ottawa but that there had bcen no rport as Lo
how the declislons were glven, Wé Fone that we may @oon lcamm how thesc cae
have been decised, In the mean time we want to know how many tbre am
wro have not had thelr soneals brought before tre tribunals and row may
have not rad exemntion on accunt of thelr falth, [If yveour ‘r):*e..t!': scn thre

have anncaled tO feither the Nistrict Teribuanls or Lo the Central Apvpean.l

"Judge vleasc note 1t on the Blank, And whatever deelslons have been glven

on the revort forms that the brethren hold, we would 1lke to have that

recordcd also. e £ WG
I had & letter fron Bpother J.R.Eberscle of Milvestod,

regarding the claims of the brethren in thdl r @oclety. He has been doing

sone energetic w~rk Have not yet recelved the Blank forms from him $nce
they dild not fully tndegstand the purpose of them, Have explained $0 him
80 tht thev wil! k=ow that we 1vtend the forms ghly for the usec of the
Churck In enncction with our anved to the “ovéernment rega.rding our
complete exenntion, ‘T belleve that we willbe: allowed the full exereise of
our faitk when once thc matters are all eledrc ) upy Let usa ontinue io b.bor

and pruy. Yours in falth,

' /
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Vineland Ont., Aprill2, 1918.

Tromas Reesor, Treas,
Pilckering Ont. R.R.

DearBrotle. ri- Greoting.
A letter f£rom Brother Burkholder stétes that the

travelling expenses and other exvenscs of the Committee to Ottawa has
been arrunged for to be pald by the Treasurer. 8ince my expenses have not
becn met by any other fund I will accordingly anply to good will of our
bretrren as recprescnted by our Treasurer. If it wcanlnosstulc to nect
cuurent obligatt ona witrout apnlying té this furd I wuld gladly & 30.
But we fcel freec in a acnsé zoimukc use of the funds suppllcd by the good
wlll of the bfethren feeling that it 13 done out of love and for the Bake

of bearing one-ancthers burdens,

Car fare and Rallroad expenses, $18,20
Stcnographér covles, Ottawa 1.00
Meals, ; o485
_ Total, $19.656
Printing and making blank forms, 1756, o
» Clrculars 185 | 1.00
Postage, \cstinutt/ 1.00

: 2$24.15
I have not been in the hablt of charging for postage 3inceé that

goes along with so'mucr othcr Church and Conference wirk, but thls apeclal
1ist of mall ‘I thought ougt to be niaccd in trg account.,

Some of the blank forms arc belng rqiucned. Oonly in a few cuzes
have the Tripunuis cxonptéd the men a3 Ménnonlites. T dér falth has not
becn recognized. There has boen no rcprt from Ottawa. May th:e¢ Lord direct

our affaiirs and may His blessing be wish vou in your labors for Him,

Yours An His service; .
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