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Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Elmira, Ont., April 17th, 1918.

Rev. S. F. Coffman,
Vineland, Ont.
Dear Friend:

Enclosed please find & list of the names of persons
exempted from Combatant Service by the Tribunals mentioned. The
liet is forwarded at the request of Bro. Thos. Reesor.

I wish our committee God's blesesinge in their desire

to re-establish the liberties which our fore-fathers enjoyed.

Yours very truly,

7 2 Aheasirigers
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Mennonite Archives of Ontario

S F, Coffman, Esq.

Vineland,

Ontario,.

OFFICE OF
THE MINISTER OF IMMIGRATION
AND COLONIZATION

Ottawa, Onterio,
17th April, 1918.

Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 10th instant, transmitting
copy of a communication you addressed to Chief
Justice Duff, Central Appeal Judge.

Shortly after my interview with you
here, I prepared & memorandum eand had the same
transmitted to the Prime Minister with a view to
having a decision reached respecting the matters
you placed before me. Owing, however, to pressure
of other important and urgent work, the Government
has not as yet been able to deal with the questions
you raised. Within the course of the past ten
days the Prime Minister's attention has been centred
on some exceedingly important problems, and in ad-
dition the work of the session has been such as to
prevent him from giving attention to numerous pro-
blems that are awaiting consideration. I am sure
at the very earliest opportunity he will give his
consideration to the memorandum I placed before him.

Yours very {ruly,

Minister/ of Immigration

and Colonization,
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Biomsre of Commons

OTTAWA April,18th,1918,

T 1 N N\~ PP
MPs O e LOTIL f‘ll,

¥ineland, Ont.

: I received your letter of the
10th, The delay in my writing is csuse

; I am getting in touch with
1 . T £ : 3 L350 = tvved oy
Mr. Justice Duff in an endeavour to find out just where
wour people stand in connection with the Military Service

b d

I note that you have sent e
copy of & Petition to the Hon. J.A. Calder. I will make
it & point to see lir. Calder at the first opportunity.
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vireland Ont., Avnr. 18, 1917,

Your inquiry régariding the conteibution ‘o tre

gxbcnscs of the Bon-Resistant Rdlicf Orzanlzation, came to hand,

3 Mther D = 1,1 7 ’,“'( SOCO ™ ‘_.\"‘" O 2o
ant Relief Orranlzation, cibor Thomas c30e, of Plekawing, i
Secretary, a%d Beother L., J. Burkrolfer 18 the P 33dent. THAs
kis nositl on as Segerctary, ' v aldo to rls being the B
tive of vour Orhavch o- tre Commlistce: Lha v Te bas writien o you
aakine Cor a contabution $0 the exnensds oOf the roanization.
fermmt bodleny ren 2o sented arg donasing %, this cxpense fund and
Trcasure r ':'Jil? anuortinr trhe ancunt of calbr fron the funds colleeted and

BLll Reoy Lhe dalan G

for the Gereral fund or for further exnenacs in coN-
neetlion witr the Organization. Regarding % e nine trins to Otta '.u, Ltrere
Were only trece 1v the marty that went to @ttawa the .lat time, and ‘1t 18
prdbablec, altro I have mo izformation, that the other Leliva :.'(';f\.‘ Lo sone
of Arc exvenacs of tre Dekecatlon whick necviocusly nt to Qttawa vcgards
nithe Exenntion ofcur Fon-Reslstant neonle. The Amount wliieh Brotrer

Heise mentlons will cofer al! the exnenscd and not vour portion. Yourgpontd

bution will reln to mect this total! . I bolleve the Amlal “.f‘( LR rPON s Tave
alkradv onterloated gemerously to thlis famd, dur ongregations have ot w6t

al)} eantributed, bput €xpedt Lo do .80,

roday I reccelved word f£20n two nEnbcrsd of Parlianent statling Bt
gur-posid on a3 non-rosistant vecole would by Brousrt Lo the atientior of
GRice Jusilce DUFf versonally, and alsc, mMefaMinz the Rellef Depandzalion

<

u A D LA

Pririec Mntster and that rla atiention wuld be glven %o it as 3007 4 D ng
5f sre very Invoretant matters now on rand wyllibe disnoscd of . We arc
awdting witr mteeogst the revort that will bg Nade, and, a cording $o some
of the recent doelslong of the Chief Justiiges on eonsclentious caszcs; we i
Pehl that tre pnositionsiof Crurcres whe Fold dhe tenets of falth ag opnosel
to all millsary scrvice, that shch falth and ve rsons rolding nerbership
willibe riven just onslderation.

May we weay for those who have the e fmtiers tc devlde.

3
tHat 8 stathert of our plans and nositioh whs arevared to necaens O the
o
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N-R. Rs O.
Com, t0o Gov't.

¥ineland Ont., April 20, 1918,
Brethren:- Greeting,
In reply to letters sent to members of Parliament
concerning the Communication to Chief Justlce Duff, I herwith copy replies

Ottawa 1%¥th April - 1918
Dear Sir:-

I begoto acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th Ing
ant, trensmitting copy of a communication you addressed to Chief Justice
Duff, Central Apveal Judge.

Shortly after my interview with you here, 1 orepared a nemorandi
dum and had the same tramsmitied to the Prime Minister with a view to
having a decision reached respecting the matters you placed before me,
Owing ,however, to pressure of other important and urgent work, the Govern-
ment has not as vet been able to deal with the gquestions wou raised.
Within the ourse of the past ten days the Prime Minister's attention has
been centered on ® me exceedingly important problems, and in addition the
work of sessions has been such as to prevent him from giving attention to
nferous problens a.alting comsideration, I am sure at the very earliest
opportunity he will pive his consideration to the memorandum I placed

before him, Yours very truly,
S.F.Coffmn, Signed, J.A.Calder, ~
Vineland Ont. Minister of Immigration and Colenization,

s - ——————

Ottawa April 18th, 1918.
Nr., S.F.Coffman,
Vineland Ont ,
Dear Mr. Coffman,
I received your }etter of the 10tk instant today. The
delay in ny writing is eaidsed by my being out of the clty.

I am getting in touch with Mr. Justice Duff in an endeavor to find
out just where your peo ple stand in o nnection with the Military Service
Act as interpreted by hin,

I note that vou la.ve sent a copy of the Petition to the Hon. J. A,
Salder, I will make it = point to see Mr, Calder at the first opportunitm.
I am,
Yours sincerely
Signed, F. S. Scott,

——— . ——— - —————

The above lettcr speak for themselves. The matter under onsideration
will recelve the atention of the Gove: nment as soon as 1t is poddible for
them to give attention to 1it, Regarding the new Orders about to be
issued trere 18 the same consideration given , but the Name Mennonite 1is
ategedofnolhémongenheIelelaetei ahﬂtoienehoaﬂjavall ourselves of the priv-
stated in the Order. I believe that we should
ilege of claiming the exclusion as belonging to all Mennonites.

Yours Iin faith, S;D ;7/ Qzééii?fééi;//L¢Z4’**
, ; , =
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Mr. F. S. scott’ MOP.,
House of Parliament, Vineland Ont., Apr. 28nd, 1918,

Ottawa,

Sir:-

As a result of the recent ya:ssing of the Man-Power Bill by parliammt
the exemptions and appesls for cxemptions 6f many of our Mennonlte and
Tunker Brethren have been cancelled. This has resulted through no fallure
on thelr patt to fulfill the provisions of the M,S.A,, 1917, nor from thetl:
lack of effort to take full advantage of every provisions that had been
made to grant fudl exemption from all military service, or éhgoy the
provision of the "Exceptions® to the Aet as under the Order in Council of
August 13th 1973. We note that simid » "Exceptions®” are provided in this
new Measure fisr reinforcemnts. We desire to pd ce ourselves in a proper
light with the Government, We do not widh to evade any 1ssue tht we may
Justly, and from the standpoint of our religlous principles, conscientious-
ly assume. We do not wish to place ourselves on the 1list of excepted class
es 1f 1t 1s not the purpese of the Gowernment to class us as such, yet we
feel that, owing to our tenets of falth and the vractices of our christian
principles we belong to such emcepted classes, We do not feel that the
Government will call upon any of our brethren to engage in a servi,ce which
they cannnot perform, This is not a question of maorals, physical power,
patriotism or polotieal inclinations, It 13 a question to which our
convictions and sentiment have been drawn by the most sacred assoclations
of teae™g and worship, We have chosen, we knowy a dlfferent way than
many otbrs have chosen, We are not seeking to commend ourselves or to
cessure otle:rs, We hold ourselves responsible only to our Master, In your
assoclations with our peovle you undeestand their principles, and we
believe that you will render what asslistance may be given in heliping to so
define our position before the Government that any friction and un due
trouble or suffering as a result of misunderstanding witk the officials
who are expected to enforce the law may be avbided on the art of our
brethren,

We have addressed a letter to the Hon., J.A.Calder, a opy of wiich is
herewitqénclosed, stating a few questions ® nceening which we would desire
some Information so that we may rightly instruct our members ag to the
proper course to pursue in relation to the recent act of Parliament.

Thanking you for your past favors and iIntercst In our cause and on our
behalf, I am,

Respectfully aad gratefully,

The Committee of Yours truly,
The Non-Resistant Relief 3. ¥, Coffman,
Organization, Secretary of Comuitt ee,
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Vinelund Ont,, Apr. 327,

O
Pyl
84)

L. J. Burkroldc:>-,
Markram, Ont.

Dear Brother:- Grocting,

Pleuse find encloscd a lectcr to Mr, Calder,
Ottawu rcgarding the new situation. I am scnding out a elrcular letter
0 ull the mchbers of our Cormitt ecs and to WMinisters stating tht trey
shall be slow In rcgistering, and rather clulm the nrovisions to the
Excentions th ¢ arc mude for Mennonites, This question mist cone -6 a teat
and pert pPs we may soon learn what dlsvosition ras been nade of our anncas
Praving th t God may glve us esheclal grucc at this iine, I am, 6

Yours in faith, :

/ i 7 4
7 v,/. / £
4 g a / Ay
d ) y G at

S

If the Leticr to Mpr, Calder mects vour a nproval, Plel ¢ send 1t on.
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P0 THE VARIOUS BRANCHES OF THE MBNNONITE AND TUNKER CHURCHES IN CANADA.

"In as much as ye have done it unto the least
of these.”

The NON-RESISTANT RRELIEF ORGANIZATION was formed in the month of
January, 1918, havijg for its objest the raising of & MEMORIAL FUND, %o
peesent to the Government of Candda in recognition of our religious liberty
and for the purpose of relief work mgde necessary by the present war con-
ditioms. The fund is to be used by the Governeent in whatever way may be
found necessary while at the same time using it in harmony with the faith
and practive of the religious bodies congtituting this organization,

The objects of the organigzation have been congiderably délayed on ae-
count of the uncertainties which obtained relative to the legnl status of
the Chuches represented in this movemenmt, under the Military Service Act of
1917, end the Order-in Council of April 20th, 1918,

After considerable inguiry and effort these uncertain ties have in a
large measure been cleared upm and with gratitude to God, and grateful ap=-
precistion to the Government of Canada, we rejoice to be able to say, that
we, as a Non-resistant People, ghall be permitted the continuance of the
privilege of honoring God, and His Gospel prineiples, and our personal con=-
victions, by being relieved of the duty of taking up arms, and engaging in
military service.

While ma y of our people have been sharing in the works of charity
and relief of suffering, giving generously of their labor and means, &8s far
as consistant with their peace-loving principles, the movenent in connection
with this Organigation is a special effort, and affords & favorable oppor-
tunity to do more work along the same lines, and %o share more fully in the
privations and burdens of our fellow-citigens, and to support the charitable
work of the Govermment, :

The Governnent of Cansda has been earnestly solicited to devige for
us some plan by which such & donation co 1d be expended for the benefit of

the worthy poor, either at home or abpwad, who are in actual need of relief

(preferably widows abd orphans) and wijo are not pledged to support, &s

war dependents. B
in view of the foregoing facts, this letter comes as an earnest ap=

peal to every member of the churches forming this organigation, for a gen=

erous finaneisl contribution, in the name of Him whose word says, "But %o

communicate, and to do good forget not, for with such sscrifice the. rd

is well pleased." We should show in a very practical manner, that s as &

pecple, are averse to the bearing of arms or engaging in carnal whrfare in

any form, we, nevertheless, are not a gelfish, unsympsthetic people in

" the matter of our duty towards suffering humanity, fulfilling such duties

in harmony with the prineciples which we profess and by which we live,

we therefore bespeak for all of our people, & krgeheartedness andd
a liberal response to this most worthy cause.

The methods of raising this fund will be left to the choice of
_ each individual congregation or district, but care ghould be taken that
. any method chosen is in full keeping with the principles and paractices
of those churches, and that it may be done in as private a manner as
possible, - :

Formulated by-- D.W.Heise, S5.¥.CYffman,

Approved by--S. Goudie.

,Exegutive Comnittee,=-L.J.Burkholder, S.Goudis, D.W.Heise, Thos.Reesor,

C. Gasho.

B.8. 4i1 contributions should be forwarded to Thomas Reesor, Treasurer,
R.R. #2, Pickering Ont.




Mi11 wenronitePgchivel of@ntariot and Order in Guncil,
Vineland Ont., April 22nd, 1918.
Brethren:- Greeting.

This letter is being sent to Al of our ministers and to
others interested suggesting a ourse of uniform action relative to the New
Order regarding military Service, Letters have been sent to members of the
| Govenment endeavo ring to gueard our interests and secure favorable decis-
ons respcing the liberties of Non-resistant Chwches, In the meantme it
may be best for us all to claim the Exception to the Act, asprovided for
Mennonitesad Doukhobors, who are not rewulred to register for service., Any
of our brethren called to regilster or report for service should claim to be
under the Excep tion which the Mllitary Service Guncil decided applied to
all Mennonites, who werc not reqiired to register and who Rd no duty to
perorm, The Emceptlion mertimed seems to be based on the laws of Canada
which also exemped Quakers and Tunkers, who suld thus have equal rights
with the Memnonites to claim exemption. This 1s am opinion and has been
made the gound of an g Ppal to the Gowernment, and we trat to ave a
faverable decision thereon,

We Ave also asked for a decision regmrding the minor ens of fathers
disenfranchised by the Elections Act, slnce such minor ens could not then
be called for service and we trat for a favarable decision, We advise all
interested ersons to act Prayerfully amd with the utmost discretion., We dap
not wish to antagonize the Government, but urge all to remain true to the
principles of the falth which is more vrecious to us than our life, Pray
tht we may fAnd grace with the Government, and tht the Govermment may have
speclal wisdom and power in these days of trial.

S. F. Coffmgh Secretary.
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Hon. J. As Calder,

Mirister of Immigration and Vineland Ont., April 22nd, 1918,
Colonization.

House of Parliament,
Oottawa,

Honourable Sir:-

Permit me to again address you with regard to the
Petitlon of the Mennonites and Tunkers resnecting their frecedon from all
Military Servi ce, which guestion has agaln been brought before them by
the recent Order I Councll avonroved by Parllament.

If ,anong other conditions of cxumntion, Conscientious rc.sons as
providcd for under clause S8 of the Exemntions, are renoved, what will be
the standling of our yvoung men who have annlied for exenntion and wer
grantcd exemption on those grounds un der the M. S. A. ,1917.

Wrat apnlication wll!l be made of the vrovisions for Mennonites as
stated in the Man-Power BL111? Will it avpp!v to all Mennonitcs as wcll as
to % o3¢ estublished Charches,-Quakees and Tunkers,- whose falth was
recognlized and nrovidcd for by the laws of Cunada in the nast?

Some of our Members, Mennonitis and Tunkers, woere exenntid for otbr P¥
than Consclenticus rcasons by Local Tribunals, @ithough thgg annlled for
cxerptl on as Mennonltes or Tunkers., mder the Man-Power Billl, will they
become subject to call to any mil tary service?

Under the War-Tincs Elections Act provisions wersc made that the sons
of Discnfranchlscd Consclentiocus Objectors were not Lo be called into
scrvice. Will those nrovisions be cancelled by trhe Present Bill, and are
such minor sons, dthough they are adheecnts and not penbers of the Churckh
ellgible for service and subject to call? b

We trust, Honourable 8ir, that we do not secn hasty in secking an in-
terorctation of thesc new condift ons. We do not desire t0 be redbelllous
againast the laws of the land. We fcel that nrovisions arc made for those
who are s'nccre in their rellgious views on the question of warfarc, e€lsec
no provisions would have been made for those sneclally mentioned in the
eccent Blll, We deslece only to understand whether 1t annlics to all whro
héld the same nrincivnles of fulth as do the Mennonites conce med espclally
in the nrovisions of tk B11l,

Whatever you may be able %o do in behalf of thosc who arc dceenly con-
cerned with thesc questions, wlll be accented moat gratgfully. I am also
writing the Hon. Mr. F.S.Scott, Y.P., a3 nan¥ of his constltuency are
Interested in this matter.

Yours resnectfully and falthful fy,
<

Cornittce of
The Non-Resistant i
Relief Orzanlzation, Secteta. ry of Comnittce.
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Mennonite Archives of Ontario
To the Committee to Ottawa
Regarding Exemption from Militar Service
and
The Committee t0 interview Covernmet
Regarding Non-Resista® Relief Organization,

Vineland Ont. April 23, 1918,
Brethrens-

Since the pidssing of the late Man-Power Act, for seciring rein
forcements for the Canadian Forces in Fé#ance, a new situation has presnted
itself to us, All exemptions have been removed from the firsE Class betwer
the ages of 20 and 23, and glvingpower to call youths of the age of 19 and
disallow exemptions, and giving power to call any age of any class and
disallow exemptions of those classes which were granted under the pre-
vious Military servoce Act. We do not know what stevns will be tafen by tk
Minister of Malitia who now has Ween gl.ven charge of the military matters.
A providon has been made for Mennonites and Dukobohrs, as under the Bpder
In Council previously citcd in the Military Service Act.

‘The encd@sed letter will explain what has been done regarding our
present standing, These Members of Parliament have both been interested in
interviewing the Government previous to the passing of the late Act, but
in thelir letters to your Secretary have not stated any success# at gaining
an Interview or having received any information as to the action of the
Government toward the claims which we have presented to them., We still
awdt the decision of the Government as to our exemptions from all military
service and abso awd't the decision of Judge Duff concerning the appeals
that have been mde by our young brethren who have asked to be freed from
all military service as members of the Mennonite or Tunker Chmches,

We have nothing definite to recommend to our memnbers who are now
subject to the call of the Minister of Malitla or the Government for
military service. The only safe ground for us is new to claim the Except-
lon to the Aet, as has been advised by the Military Service Council under
the Military Service Act, 1917, And we feel that this recommendation should
be followed by those of our brethren who have previously registered and wh
whose claims for exemption/) may now be comsidered canceled by th ose Who
will be given authority to send out notices to persons of the former class
called, to present themselves for service,

Your Secretary assumes tlat yur o nsent will be given to the sending
of notlces to all of our ministers giving the advice as above stated. We
will work in harmony by following the o urse that the Bovermment evidently
had provided for, This may lead to a definite tost, but we trust that we
shall have an early reply to our leiters to the members of the Govermnment
glving us assurance that our interests are amply provided for and our
privileges secured with the apvoroval of our Government., Shall we pray and
trust to this end,

Yours in faith,

s, F, Coffman, Sec,




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Hon., J. A. Calder,

Minister of Immigration and Vineland Ont., April 22nd, 1918,
Colonization.

House of Parllament,
ottawa.

Honourable Sir:i:-

Permit me to again address you with regard to the
Petition of the Mennonites and Tunkers respecting their freedom from all
Military Service, whlch question has again Been brought before them by
the recent Order in Council approved by Parllament,

If ,among other conditions of excmption, Conscientious ressons as
provided for under clause 8 of the Exemptions, are remosed, wh.t will be
the standing of our young men who have applied for exemption and were
granted exemption on those grounds un der the M, S. A, ,1917.

What apvolication will be mude of the provisions for Mennonites as
stated in the Man-Power Bi11? Will it apply to all Mennonites as well as
to t osc established Churches,-Quakers and Tunkers,- whose falth was
recognized and provided for by the laws of Canada in the past?

Some of our Members, Mennonitcs and Tunkers, were exempted for othr iﬁ
than Conscientiocus recasons by Local Tribunals, dlthough thgg applied for
exenpti on as Mennonites or Tunkers, Under the Man-Power Bill, will they
become subject to call to any mild.tary service?

Under the War-Times Elections Act provisions were made that the sons
of Disenfranchised Consclentiocus Objectors were not to be called into
service., Will those provisions be cancelled by the Present Bill, and are
such minor sons, dthough they are adheeents and not pembess of the Church
eligible for service and subject to call?

We trust, Honourable Sir, that we do not seem hasty in seeking an in-
terpretation of these new conditiions, We do not desire to be rebellious
against the laws of the land. We feel that provisions are made for those
who are sincere in their religious views on the question of warfare, else
no previsions would have been made for those specially mentioned in the
recent Blll, We desire only to understand whether it apvlies to all who
héld the same principles of faith as do the Mennonites concerned esecially
in the vrovisions of tk Bill,

Whatever you may be able to do in behalf of those who are deceply con-
cerned with these questions, will be accepted most gratefully. I am also
writing the Hon, Mr. F,.S.Scott, M.,P., as mEn¥ of his constituency are
interested in this matter,

Yours respectfully and falthfully,

(,\b / 4
Commitiee of o 7 o
The Non-Resistant Rt L g’ég’ i g
Relief Organization. Seéctetw.ry of Committce,
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