Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Vineland Ont,, April 22, 1918,
Hon, J. A. Calder,
Minister of Immigration
and Colonization,
House of Parliament,
Ottawa,

Honourable Sir:-

Permit me to again address you #lth regard to the
Petition of the Mennonites and Tunkes respecting thelr freedom from all
Military Service, which question has again been brought before them by
the recent Order in Council approved by Parliament.,

If ,among other condidions of exemption, conscientiocus reasons as
provided for under clause 8 of the Exemptions are remo ved, what will be
the standing of our young men who have had to apply for exemption and who
did apoly for exemption and were granted exemption only on those grounds.

What application will b€ made of the provisions for Mennonltes as
stated In the Man-Power Bi11? Will it apvoly to 211 Mennonites as well as
to %iose other established Churches, - Quakers and Tunkers,- whose falth
was recognized and provided for by the laws of Canada?

Some of our members were exmempted for other than conscientious

reasons by the Local Tribunals although% they applied for excmption as
Mennonites and Tunkers. Under the New Man-Power Blll, will they become
subject to call to active servoce?

Under the War-Times Elections Act, providions were mde tht sons of
such pélsons as were disenfranchised as Conscientious Objectors, who had
not attained thelr majority, were not to be callke d into service. Will the
presend&é?n ?tZer Bill cancel the provisions of the War-Times Eledtlons

WiLee

MiHoF sons of our members, although they are adherents

and not members of the Churchy

We trust, Honourable Sir, that we do not seem hasty in seeking an in-
terpretation of these new conditions, We do not desire to be rebellious
against the laws of our land, We feel thut prdvisions are mde for those wh
are sincere in their religious views on the question of warfre, else no
rpovisions would la:ve been made for thoe speclally mentioned in the Becent
Bill, We desire only to understand whether 1t apply to all who hold the
same principles of faith as do the Mennonites concerned esveclally in the
provisions of the Bili,

Whatever you may be able to do in behalf of tose who are deeply con-
cerned with these questions, will be accented most gratefully. I am aso
writing to Mr, B,S.Scott, M,P. as many of his ® nstituency are interested
in this matter,

Most respectfully, Yours,

8. F. Coffman,
Secretary, Com. of N-R.R.O.
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Brethrent~ Upecting, ;
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Vineland Ont., Anril 23rd. 19018,
Jorn R.. Bbersole,
Milverton Ont.

Dear Brotheri- Grecting,

Your lettecr received this afternoon. I wish tht
I bad beer In possession of 1t at the time that vou'proned me, It would
have becn more satisfactory as.there were ene th ings that I did not unders
stand dlatinctly enough over the phone., Was glad vou called ne-up, as it
affomkdrmr%ﬁg a 1little satlsfaction towu as 1t d&d to me thls foscrioon
to learn that the Governnent 1ia a)nbdcriig us as belongling to the Menno-
nitcs who wlll have no duty to nerform antl arc altogetrer excluded from
the onmeratlorn of the Miiltary Service act ard als fon the New Man-Power
Blll just vassed. :

I o entosing rercwitk all of the correspondonce thut has becn sent ous
In omnection #th the reccent Act of the Governnent. We Wen»c gractly @nec med
that our boys wuld be called into 3crvice, and would have to muss thsough
AUch ordeals as have eme of the gung brethren on the otkr side of the 1ines
But I belleve tht The Hon. Mr Calder, Wo 13 u member of trhe Cabinet and
is from EQSKtcLGHJﬁ, understands the poslion that the Mennonites take and
thelr falth, wiill do all in ki powcr %0 have the same privileges oxtendcd
to us, und glyc us the sme rcoognition as trat glven @) the Mennonitcs dn

the West, It 18 certaln that may of the Govennett are not awarc who the
Mecnonltes are and what they stand for, We have hecard very little 6f she
Quake »s during thesc exenntion proccediys, and I tawve wodercd whesher or
‘not trg have glven un thelre non-resistont falth In Bis@untey., The Tunker
oretheen arc very muck vonec 'ned about trelre standing with the Govennens
and we arc working wiltk them and for then iIrn thls matter, and hone %0 sec
then enjoy the prl vilige of frecdn £oon niilitary screvée.,

These letters wlll glve you an idea about wrkere we would stand If thre
Gove rmnent dld not glve us enesceogrition, Imm feeling now that all WO are
mebers and will be able t0 nrove Shef o nerbcrah ip will have no - difficulty.
Bat what of the bovs who may not be nenbe »3 of the Check nd who arc not
yet of are? This questlion has beagn presented to Mr Calder, and we will
awht hls avswer, The le-ter was datcdvesterday nd we oughkt to hve asecnly
by the lat of the wek., As 300m a3 we recctve werd fon Ottmwa we wlll let
&ll peroons conce med know what hes been declded,

Regarding the apneuls to the Central Judge whiler vou sald hd becn. sen
ir but rave not rad a rcply, whille tre new Blll camncecls all appeds, 1t
makcs nrovislon for shre Mennonites, and o the avneal s will be answercd by
the Yew Blll, Our wyvs will not now be rcquircd %o nrosecute trel » anneids
furtbr, Thre answer i1s glven W Yhe new law, and they are ounted as not
to be calid on for scrvéc of @y kind. But ther nay be caldd on to f£ind
out why they have not rc;lstcqu,_'nd\T Bink 1t wuld be a sood fdea for
cach one %o be sunnlicd wir a cordiricate of nemberskip, @ that they ean
at onec show to @y offlecs ﬁhug they arc not under the new law, :

Aw ut the blank forms thy worc sent out, the re may not now be a groat
hurry for them, since we werc gatting ready to perest the cae of our

_yourg men & the CGowermnen s Lo Bow them what a varliety of cxemplons nere

\




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

J.R.iEbcrsole,--2,

gécn by the diffcrent Tribunals a.d ake to show thut the exmptions tht
were granted were not at all in harmony #th the pincinles of our falth, We
wantcd o show the Covennegnt the need of making mme otherpwviaslon for us,
either by allowing us to ve indudcd as M{«,wto.ntes under the Order in
Councll of Auzust 13th 1873, or $o0 make sone other Order tht would define
w3 and the Tunkers as nerens who ould not be called on for.any miliary
service on acount of our beléf thut all kinds of mi!fdry servée 13 agdn
our faith. I Bink tht I can state to pou fhat, among all trc nanes thi 1
have at cresent, therc are not twenty that have been excmpted as Mcnonites,
and nearly all are exainted only fromcombatant scrvice. Thiusis corthnly
not i harmony with our principles and not giving rcliglo s liberty - 4
the Governnecmt stands for that princinle. It nay be necess3ary, as you sagas
gested ane time ago, to hve the Government nass some speclal law or Order
that will astund for all time glving the non sistant p@ ple the privilcge
of absolute cxcmntion from ml_l.lt\u“r 307V ﬁ:(;, B :?"L;.,,'a:'; long as any hold
t¢0 tht vneincinle they will be frece from belhg molested in a time 1lke Bla,
8incc we have begun thls xiu » with the Covermnent I thiYk, Or myse lf,

that we ought to glwe all of the Infomatlon to them tht we can ad show how
mick 1t has effected our neuce and confidence in the fovermmet, and endeave
to g6t rclicf if vosslble. If wur brethrean think it adewisable to tuke the
ouncil ofthe Chuch in Bis maticer, 1t will becaldright. Some ofthe fom§S have
not yct been returmed, and othees nay takc Ssne timgyet, so you will not
necd to returm gurs unstil the begthimn declde to have ther filled out,
You: may be under the Innrcasion that the Gove mment has ordesed this 1iast”
to bemadec out, This 13 not the easc. Some of us who wesc on the Comnitice
t0 Ottawa decfded tht 1t wuld be best to det tre Govenment know just how
oupr bdys havce been treated, and ulso srow thenm how the exemnilons that
Pave becon glven were not according to our falth, as 1t still held our boys
for non-combatunt scrvéc ln the amy, The fons scnt out, was the plan that
we had made for gettling the info.matbon that we necded in order %0 nmake
our statamcnts good befere tre Govemnent,

et us continue to ¥Fpxr labor and nreuy that tre work of the Lord may
be done and His wlll be asarried out in oup lives., Perhaps we need ome such
ehastening a3 we hve been ‘having to being us.nearc” © hin and to mkc out
.earia a _.d Hveshore vare and f,'(,(; from the things of the world and the
flesh, And let us pray esmeclally that, we nay continmue to give our tesif-
ony concernling the Gosvel of peace and lovwe as it 1s in Christ cur Saviewe

: Will be gidd f.r ay further» infomatt on and #ill be gald to be of
any nessible Fely in this work whilw we labor and neay for cacrotht » and
twdsxth® folds that we endeaver %0 rcovrosent, 5

' : Yours {n the Lord,

e i iy el AN S SRS _A_u...;.‘q
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— Vingland ont., April 23rd, 1018,
Osias Cresanwsr, '

New Hambu~g Ont.

Dear Brother Grecting.

Noueg letter and Ingriry recelived todw. ‘I trut tht

vou haverecdved one of theleiters whlch was sent to our niniaters,
8lrice ther I bave recelved word through mne of the Markran Brethren who
had emc correpondcnee witrk Mr, N, W. Rowcll at Ottawa , Iin Rlch he
stutcd shaftle Menmonttes arc cxcludcd f£rom the New Act, and hence from
all military uac “/t\( , OVEM undcr-the former act. No clascs that mg be
¢alledt NnOw wtil eféct our orctrrcr. We are only wal $ing to have this news
confimed $0 us. We have gont scveral leiters only Bis weck and hve had anc
corrcanondencee wilth the Premier and with u}( Chief Justlcc whick Fas not
vt been answercd, and as soon as we heuar fonm %osy dc;ar‘,m?:ts of tre
Govennent, as well as fron two nertc »3 of P-wltnr"c‘,, we will have emthing
authentic to rport. We arc honing for th¢ bost, andpgioe<thy-wiSAay

had the nereles of the Lorsd may nbe cx“(,r.ud to us in kis matice,
Ve ccrtalinly have mich £0 bBe thankful £ r that ®me. hve thus fa» Mot heen
obligcdto undcergo uny sevoere tests regqmrding our falk, We should thank the
Lord for the great conslderaton which the Governnest has shown us 12 not
caliing any of our mﬁ\':; into M;/"ktv:d of gesvied.

praving

>

C
&%
Wl
§v

I do not blamc the bovs fn’z' feeling a 1istle uncasy cgardng the late
Military Act. The way that! matters were shuted th ¢ was VL fy uneéetaln,
abd dncc we were not Indudcd 1n the Melnonitc class 1in the forner Aet;
we were a little #low in balleving tht £% neang us at this time, - Busg,

it secms that the Guormnent has ndo the dw as /paly like theothcr as nossing

In stating the "Bxceptions®™ and shre mar He a purvese in tt, on aceunt af
ret d:*a.-:lm; any criticis, on Be'r gotion In glving 1libertias to us whtie
incrcaldneg the obl igations of othoer cl:mr e - OF, how trhankfill ‘we should BE
for such faw s, and what sacrifliccs we should be wllling o nmke for those
who are comnellcd %o suffcr the more! Let cur boys be morc earnsty in
treir Crhrlstdn 1ives and be norce ready to sacrifice for the ake of the
nobler cause whilch they now have tkc groutecr opnortunity to serve,

1 8m enclosng a ovy ¢f the atce .*c ther whieh I had zrt, to eng of the
Brethren . AS soon as we "learn of @yt ing definite we will send word %0
a3l

T™is leaves us In usual keultr and trust the bdésbngsof tre Lo are

giving vou joy, Yours in Him,
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: ¥ineland Ont., April 23, 1918.
Brethreni- Greeting.

It 13 with pleasure tht we desire to inform pu that
since writng the enclosed letters, information comes indirectly that the
President of the Privy Council, in a letter to one of our brethren, has
stated ébphatically that the Mennonites are free from any ntlitary service
under the New Regulations, and are excluded by the special provisions
made in the Act regarding Mennonites. We hope that the same attitude will
be taken by the Govermment regarding all Non-resistant Churches and are

awdting official information on these points, Trusting in the goodness of

God to us in these matters, I mp,
Yours in failth
S. F. Coffma.
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HEIL OEL, MAGEN STARKER, Htc.
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Matt. 28. 19.20

Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing

N 1})
them in the name of the Father, and of the '\0‘\ C

nnonite Archives of Ontario

( Bish. J. R. Zook, Chairman Bish. C. N. Hostetter, Secretary Eld. S. G. Engle, Treas.
Bish. J. N. Hoover Eld. J. L. Heisey, Asst. Sec.
Eld. J. M. Sheets Eld. D. W. Heise

f The Bret])re Matt. 9. 37.38

Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest

B, und of the Maly Clicst. Tanehing .\‘b% 6,‘ .\ruly is plenteous, but the ]abourendareffe:';
them to observe all things whatsoever @ {9 Pray ye therefore the'Lor o
I have commanded you: and lo, 3 harvest, that helwill send forth
I am with you alway, even ¥ Q'g O labourers into his harvest.
unto the end of the world. N 5
) -
Amen. S g ()
& &
-
Gormley  Apr, 24 th,  [9] 8

EKig 8. F, OCauffman.,
Vineland, Ont.

Beloved Brother.

1 wish to express my, and our appreciation of the work ycu amd

~are doing for the guidance of our people in respect tc the things whieh are

taking place up at Ottawa, and the way in which our pecple are being affected
thereby. Well we believe that God is still on his throne, and that He does

still answer prayer,
Well 1 have made copies of your communications, and have

forwarded them to all our Bishops, with the request that all the congregatiors

be informed as to what is being done for our future liberties.
All this is

maklng 2 heavy demand on my time just at this time when much is needed to be
dene both in the chureh and outsede, but religious liberty stands first,and
consciensious convietions must be maintained at the cost of even life itself,.

Fraternally Yours.

—
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A

Breslau, Ont., April 25th, 1918,

S.P, CofTman,

Vineland, -Ont,
Dear Brother:- Greeting.

Enclosed please find the repoft of the exeﬁptions of
the brethren of our congregation. We have only four, but we are
Just as much concermed about them as if there were four hundred.
Especially since the order-in- council so recently passed seems
to place these exemptions in theAcipher list.

Received your circular letter, ang thank you for the

" advice that it contains. I believe that we must do all that we
can to 1nfluenée the government in our favor, or in other words,
to keep the promise made to our fore fathers,'but I think the
greatest need of our people at present is prayer. It strikes me
that so many have been careless and indifferent, and that the
sooner we wake up to the seriousness of the situation the sooner
the blessings for which we are seeking will be granted to us.

Hoping and tru sting that the information that you are
gathering will be of benefit to our young brethren, and praying
that our people will have confidence in the protection of God,

I am as always,

Your brother,




/)‘“
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Vineland Ont., Anell 26, 19818,
Doar Brotheri:- Orcoting,
Your rports @ neerning the exenpton ¢lams arcrecelived
and are satisfactory, A3 far a3 the new Law 13 oconecened it 13 asdefinite
a3 was she feoner law nnd we have the sane gkt 0 clalm ¢xmnion asfomer-

e BExeentions of the Act., Mennonltes arc
.

ly, by ineluding ocurilves under
L ¢ bys have recgved notlees $o rport

el
not roqdlrcd to replster. Soneg of
for acrvée, We hve wlircd the Hon, Mr, Calder at Ot&ya to glve us ingrmaton
and L6 look aftcr the maters tbhrec, We wlll roort asw on a3 we haveword

forn hin, Do nothing unless you rccelve notlee to/ rport, and then go to the

3

Local o hterict Tribund and mresent vou chursch meng@rarin coritifleate
and ask to rave the cull cancelled as Mennonites arc excluded £rm tle

Act., We rone Lo Bve Inastmuction very soon. Pray for the pace of tre

ountey ud for cur eightoows testoniny nd for % ¢ gloey of our lord in it

An in a rurey 0 nle a %4 v to Poromto, wver Sunday.
Pray for wupr scevant,

n fath, Youra,
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Bionse of Commans

OTTAWA

April 26th, 1918.

Rev. S. F. Coffman,
Vineland, Ont.

Dear Mr. Coffman:

I have just received a ruling from
the Central Appeal Judge, regarding apreals
for e xemptions from the Military Service of
mambers of the Mennonite Church.

e He states that members other than
the Mennonites affected by the Order in Council
who hgve claimed exemption from combatant service,
where the membership is bonafide, have been granted
exemption by the Central Appeal Judge, although the
nuiber of cases coming in before him has been quite
small.

I see that this last Order in Council

calling out all the young men from 19 to 23 has been

interpreted as exempting Mennonites from combatant
service only and that they are still liable for

non-combatant service. It is unfortunate that in the

Military Service Aect you were not exempted in fudd

the same as the Russian Mennonites. I am discussing

this question at every oprortunity with those in
authority and will 1let
situation.

Yours very sincerel
FSS/MHS. < -

you know of any change in the

TR
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1tary sexvie., Will instmictions we sent f£oom Ye adguaPte 8 Lo anck Tribue

o eyve oo 4 4 e v ~ . ¥ 1. e » PN . » p Py
8 ard Resistrars, Yot 20 call any of t1rose -wrho bave reglstec v¢q as

v

MennoniLos o Tunkers, or will each one Wi /A8 called be oblised %o go

to the place of enlistnent and thrc unde’r/the, ordesgl ‘of aclan proving his

bonifide nenberBlp of a nom-maistunit Chack, We supply to 31 of cur boyas

s

ec tifivates of Chuch rebershin which they veescnted when cliininge exmp-

tio unde» the fonr Act, We arc anvaf ting definite and faveosble ondder-

Jectetay of Connittec.
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OFFICE OF
THE MINISTER OF IMMIGRATION

e AND COLONIZATION

Ottawa,

27th April, 1918,

Dear Sir,-

I am in receipt of your telegram reading
as follows:=
"Some of our boys receiving notices to
"report. Is this in keeping with instruction
"under new Act. Want advice for them."
I am teking the matter therein referred
to up with the Minister of Militia and will ask

him to deal with same.

Yours sineere

S« 8. Coffman, Esq.,
Vineland,

Ontario.
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S« R COLTmRN, Shgs [/

OFFICE OF
THE MINISTER OF IMMIGRATION
AND COLONIZATION

Ottawa, Ontario,
29th April, 1918,

I am in receipt of your letter of the
26th instant, and as you will observe from my
letter to you of Saturday last, which has crossed
yours, I have already taken the matter therein
referred to up with the Minister of Militia,

who will deal directly with same. 7You may expect

4

to hear from the Militia authorities shortly in

L

¢

reply to the questions which you raise as to
the exemption of your young men from military

service,

Yours tfuly,

| /
e
: \ i :

;iniuygb of Immigration &
/ Colonization,

/
/

\/
V

Vineland,

Untarioe.

—
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: Yine lundg Ont. , Anril 3 RSl 8,
heistin Gaacro,
Baden ont.,
Deay Brotlrert- Grecting.
Your letter reccived sodm, and ale the Voncy
Ordcr for §18.25, W ict renreeta the good will md love of k¢ young brethren
for what serv@es we have endcavorcd in $lelr bel wlf, 1rdscduring thcoriv-
11(,,;:(,:3 of feecdon of worshin’'and sercvée Lo ocur-God. 1T.m only erry thit our
efforts have, 6 £ar been producing 30 uncertaln resilith, It 1atrmie 4ht
Litary servic.
aly bc go tme L0

5

a3 .vyetl none of ouz vops have been calied woon to egnter M
We pav tht the %c3t may not necd Lo cone. May our rearts
‘our Mastor ad 1ives 80 drawn to followshin wish Hin tros 'U" love ny
protest us 3d His blessed, hand shelter iis foon the powers that might 3scek
£0 moléast or rugt-us 1v anv way. Ve k’fow that His hand3wore plerced oy
H1d crnemies 4nd ours but, his kads arc now able 't0 save us becawe hg
are no longco ndled te @ crosa, They hold the :;‘C(,p‘-n of the Kingdor of
God i res ‘L". We nray -for His nighty defensgse 2d dellserape. ; i
We certainly fcel grateful to our breth oen for what thev hve ane for ag
Thelr N.lp r¥as corme llke God's ravens tc¢ Elijah, to b:'t.'*.,; us our daly beread
and nmake 1t noosibie for us %o go o in cur work f¢ re #@tcre. And we :
pray that His ble asirng may return richly & all skose inte rested in Pplrlis-
ual beéssings trhat will ienelck their 1ives and r‘-.Kc them to enjoy the full=
ness of His lwe, May they all scek easnestly t¥e Houvenly blessings of
peace and love -and nurity.

I menclosing agdn @ne oo *seanondence that has come buack fron the
govenmpt. We Wie not vet ree”ived. the notice that we hve been €xpeting,
DUt L8t that we g soon hear favorably to the direct muestions that
we hve 3ent to tre Governnpt. The nilitary mattes bave beon taken out of
the havna‘fs of the  Mflitary Service Ouncil , which 13 a branck of the eivil
Gove mment and Fas been placcd larergely In the hands of the Militia depast-
ment, T ls 13 tre "(‘;m('r‘, that the &t lotwters Wich w lave weltten o Lhe
membe » of Parlliame ras boan referred to the ¥inlster of Militala, With
the Prine \-1.':{3,(,1' to hear from rpegarding our F«( lief Prganizat on and the
Ministce of Militla mad the roport of the Chilcf Justlee Daff, we will
1ikeély have a dectision rCEs arding our no'**_‘n,,.. Im grey that we have no
more . defirnite Informatl on 10 Fand at prescAt . We) are gtill honing ad

raying, and . nay the Lord dlrect these mattées for 3 a3 He has done in
other things and at many otrer tines, :
Youra In fait!

'3

.
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Vinelani ORt., April 80, 1918,
Isddoh Dettweller,
Boeslaa, Ort,, ;
Dear Brotkeri- untaul'
Your letter with enclosurces rccelved THak Bu

s for your nersonal Intciest in our welfare, and mg %od m word you for whag
you Stusministcr to hls sowvants,

Regarding the anveul % tke Central Apveal Judge, 1 an glad
that veuihave succcdiecd In gelting your apved ¢k rough.- Many of thosec who
have uprﬂ.nﬂ have beaen refuscd the Anneal to the Central Judge, unless )
they annc&ed the asccond tine-for ahesring. -

Iﬁ“ v have fol!logd inatactionsg on.the vellow slip thiat
accompanicd vour 1¢:5¢ » Mien ¢ Teiburnal abkn you recéclived notlce
that voir request to anneal al Judge wan pcfuged, vou gent
& minllcate of vour mamns for annciing, If vou dd this gu ¥l no4 need
TO- Pmibie vyolrgelf further a3 $0 stating vour case beforc theé Central
Judze ., If you 84 rot send your rcasons In duplicate o -Lre Distrlct
Regintrar or Telbunal, tren you should wrilte out two letters cxactly thi
sam¢. axM addrgss the 10 the Central Apncdl Judge at Ottawa, as folows,

Db, ===memmmm e e o :
gentral Anped Tudkc t
Mliivary Scrvice Guncil,
Cttaxa,
Honourable Sips-

] 2 . I Peeby avpal ny didnm for exenntion £720 i3 mititar :
gervée , which clédnm was ?'¢J3Lﬂ the¢ Anncal Tribund at Kitchoer F't.f
balng mv elbnnf on she followingd &roundsi-

1. The Mempnornitc Chuich, of which I o a mavber, forblds 1ts mambes
cn 1"u:ltommuwtuﬁimwﬂ\rmeleHJM'mvwm;

«

2. The Mllitay scrvic Gunell hRas urnifornlvy
DY mblhe 0% of our Chareha that all Mernnonitcs a
opeaton of the Military Service Act.
Serial Manber, —rc-ccmmmma e
Consccutlive '.1" GPy ——memmm e
N«

Mav. the “Lord 133 vour '.:“r..-n% g 1n making
, for alt okecrs in Y¥rlde cl roungtoncecs. Thode wh

readns have bot been renerad Fou .l_d. ahned

¥o Tribask had a 2igkt fto det‘aslde the religl
crmﬁ(‘*‘:?‘ for PLicr paaang;

Yours in £4s

MRS R

as mabc s of

renlicd to all Inquiric
re exdlunded from t)

for bls a4
rclizioun
Chet

%is ancal. Pry
o3¢ cxemntions for

o - A . .. »
tre Mennoenlite

OUus gfaunadyd -and prant ©x
e
,.L.“__._w‘::..,,f it .
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To the Brethren of the )/
Exemption Bommittee to Ottawa, (¢
and N-R Relief Committe.

Vineland Ont., April 30,1918,
Dear Brethren:- Greeting.

Another letter explining what has been dne
egarding our Exemption claims, A notice came to me that a mmeber of the
Mennonite faith,-non-resistant-, at North Bay had recelived notlice to repoxt
for service at the Exhivition grounds in May. Feellng that his was a step
which showed possib2@ conduct of officials, I at once wired to Hon. J.A.
Caldf gttawa as followss- "Some of our bows receiving notices to rport.
Is b1 In keebing with instructions under: new Act? What advice for them?"
The following is his reply by mell,-~ Ottawa, April 27, --——----- f * T am
taking the matter therein referred to up with the Minister of Militia md
will ask him to deal with same."®

Herewith I will give the chief points of the replies to the letters of
Apeil 28k, of which gu have had £ aop¥es, to Mr. J. A. Calder and Mr, F,S.
Scott.

* I have just received a ruling f¥om the Central Appeal Judge, e~
grading appeds for exemvion from militay service of mmbes of the Mennonitc
Church. He sttcs tht meanbers other than thr Mennonites effected by the
Order in Councdl who have clalmed exempilion from combatant service, where
the mebership 1sbbn&fide, have been granted exemption by the Central
Appeal Judge, alkhvugh the number has becn quite small, I sece tht his lat
Order in Councll calling out all the young men from 18to 23 has ben in-
tepreted as exempting Mennonlites from combatant service only, ad that they
are still llable for non-eombatant service. It 1s unfortunate tht in the
Military service At you were not exempted in full the zzme & the Russian
mennonited, I em discussing kils question at every oportunity #th bose in
authorlity, and will let you know of my change in the situation.”

Dated, Apr. 26. . Yours very sncerdy, Sﬁyled, F.S.Scott.

Ottawa, Apr. 20th-1918,
"I have draedy taken the matter referred to up wilth
the Minister of Milltia, who will deal diredtly wWith ¥dyY sme. You may
expect 10 rear from the Militia authorities shortly in reply to the

questions which you raise as to the exemptions of your young men from
military service. - Yours truly, - Signed J.A.Calder.

We have now to hear from the Prime Minister as to the Relief Fund, armd
our exemptions in onnection with it. We ha ve to haar from the Chief
Justice on eme of the exemptions cldms sent to him, and from the Minlster
of Militia regarding the new Act. We should understand that under the New
Act, the Mennonites excepted are exactly the same as under the former Act.
Mr Scott understands that our position is ide ticacl ¥th that of the
Russian Mennonites, and therefre we are entitled to the same excptions and
should have been allowed sich exmption,

Your Secretary 1s now preparing a statement of the variety of exempt-
lons recelved under the Tribunals and wiil place the statmmet before the
merbers of the Governmentwith whom we have orre® onded asking the ¢ secure
some uniform action or decision Wich W11 @ ver all of them. Meanwhile let
adl enourage owr brethren to ontinue their avpeads, Yours in faih{{,

2 et J
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M.S.A.
Exemption Committee to Ottawa,
and N-R Relief Committee.
: Vineland Ont., April 30, 1918.
Dear Brethren:- Greting.

Another letter explaining what has beeh done
regarding our Exemption Clalms.A notice came to me that a meber of the
Menonite faith,-hon-resistant,- at North Bay had recelved notlce to reort
for service at the Exhibition Groun ds in May. Feelingthat bls was a step
which showed possible onduct of officlais, I at once wieed to Hon. J.A.
Calder, Ottawa, as follows:- "Some of our boys receilving notices to report
Is this in keeping with instrucsions under the new Act? What advice for
them?" Received the following reply by mail, "Ottawa, April R27,~----- *T am
taking the matter thereln referred to up with the Minister of Militla and
will ask him to deal with the same,"” :

Herewith I will give the chief points of the rplies to theleters of

Apr. 22, to Mr.,J.A.Calder and Mr. F.S.Scott, of which pu have had coples;-

"Apr. R6.--I mve just received a ruling from the Centgaaﬁéﬁggg} Judge,
regarding appeds foe exemption from militarypervice of&fﬁé 'Honiﬂﬁ_
Burch. He says tht membes other than the Me nonites effécted by the
order in Guncil who have claimed exemption from @ mbatant service, where
the membership is bonafide, have been granted exemption by the Central
Appeal Judge, although the number has been quite small. I see that this
last Order in Cotineil calling out all the gung men from 19-223 has been in-
terpreted as exempting Mennonites from Combatant service only, and tht
they are still liable for non-combatant service. It is unfortunate that in
the Military Service Act you were not exempted in full the same as the
Russian Mennonites. I am discussing this question at every opprortunity
with bose in authority, and will let you know of By changes in the situa-
tion." Yours very gncerely,- signed, F.S.Scott.

"ottawa, Apr.29th,1918. ---- "I hve already taken the mattcr up with
the Minister of Militia, #ho will deal directly with same. Tou may expect
t0 hear from the Militia Authorities shortly in reply to the questi ons
which you raise as toc the exemptions of your young men from military servi#

Signed, -- J.A.Calder.

We Bve now to hear from the Prime Minister as to the Relief Fund and
our exemptions in onnectl on witk it. We have to hear from the Bhiref Justlee
on eme of the exewptions claims sent to him, and from the Minlster of
Mblitia regarding the new Act. We should undesstand that under the New
Act, the Mennonites Excerted are éxactly the same as under the former Act.
Mr. Scot: understands that our position 1s ldentical with that of the
Russina Mennonites, md therefore we are emtitled to the same exceptions ant
should have been allowed such exemption,

< Your Sedretary i1s now preparing a statement of the variety of em-
exmpions récieved under the Tribundlis and will place the statement before
the members of the Govenment with whom we have corresponded asking them
to secure some unoform action or decision wich will cover all of them,
Meanwhile let all ecourage our brethren to continue their appeals,
vours in faith,
8.F.Coffman,




M ~ Mennonite Archives of Ontario s k 3

.’

To the kight Honorable 5ir R.L,BOrdan K.C.'i 6. Previor of the Dominio of

mwmmmmwm Jabinetse
Ve the undersigned petitioners agriculturists of the counties of Lineolin o
and Vellani in the Province of Onter:o, all loyal sbjects of Hio Majesty King

Gcarget,beﬂm,anuahﬂngtomk for the Netional Tnterests, hoving been
led to believe that food producticn is one of the essenticls of the precent
world spruggle and will be onc of the mesns of abteining o successful issue

Cur wives and ¢ ildren hive helped end are still prepared to calo greater
ces in yhis line previded it is not made an impoosibility for then to
ot in mantaining production by loss of effecicat help,
1eacnldrqctfunypointtothelqynltyanddwotineh*mintbcpastbythe/ |
e percentage of volunteers that hive procooded from the Uounties of Lincoln
Having read with deep concern your recent order-ineCouneil cailing cll men
the nidot of seeding operations Letweenm tho ages ~f twerty and twonty two :
o the colors without any provisions for leav: of ahsencey we beliove will hinde

1 discourage agriculturists in the following of thoir procunt cccupdfon,ond
|in many cases leave valusble far-s emtoirely abendoned,
#his sectlon of Country being given to vory intersive Par-ing reguires and

||B5E HAvE skilled laborwhich is only atteined by ceroful trainin: and close ¢

aoplication ond will be impossible to £il1 if the present skilled laber is

Kaken off the farns,

vould suggesd, some one be appo ary qualif
represent the agricultural interest of the Counties of Linco In

for rpprnsentation to ﬁh_e Officer Commanding Military Bstrict No, 2 for the
purpose of obtaining leave ofibsence for proper cases of farmers and farm
laborers who are bonafide engaged in the preduction of foodstuffs

And your prtitioners :will as in duty bound ever pray,
Jordan April 3@k QOQ8 ,

e

(
-

#
b
E;g &
A




"Pormers® sous who are hesestly emgnsed in the produsticn of foed
will bo emempt from miiitary service, and iF [ contine to be Hinlster of
5 #iltsda 1 will glve you g word (hot AF say forwmers® cous mumes who ore honsstly
ongnged In foam work and in the produetion of Loodotulfs ~ Af they are net
I exemptod by tho Uribunsls ovd aro eslled upy for tilitery service « I will have
x then honorably dlecharged fren tho Canndlan Fuxpeditionary Fovee, provided they
#0 bask to the farm, bosause it is very importasnt that we rhould inorcease owr
podastion of fovdotuffe.” :

D mmmmmm»mmummun ‘
presence of Fremler Pomies of Dundes, on lovember 24th last, snd 7;

Wercas 1t wos proauontly atversiced Wwoumout the Domlnion as e
esoontial plank in the platfom of ho Unlon Gevernment, whidh wes thes '
‘sesiting o cuffreges of tho slestors, which ouffrages it subsequently meoived

o Wmmmmmmmunimm ,‘

¢ s /nerens t:e prowi-ilons of the e & Crdey in Counoll, if appiisd to ;






