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Markhamn

May 1st. "18.

‘Dear mrother,
Last evening Bro. L.d B. called at onrrp?anu and after

reading some correspondence I have had with Otiqwa re M.S.A. and the
Mennonites, he asked me to write you giving a synopsis of the same.
Might say that for three wecks I have been used up with "shingles® and at
present, I am only about 50% par — that is 2}l that prevents me from send-
ing copies of letters received. As soon as I heard of the Order-ip-
Council! canedlling all exemyti ns for certain ages, 1 at once wrote Hon.
N.W. Rowell, Pres. of the Privy Council, asking him to td 1 me Just where
we stood. Years ago Rowell was at our hodke quite a few times durrgg an
election zumpaxxx cempaign Por as you know, father was quite ap active
worker in that line. Naturally,having an acquaintance with Rowell, I
wrote to him in preference to others. I went into the matter from (very
angle, explaining that while the Minister of Justice had stated we were
excepted from the Act, others, including Mr Justice Duf®, Judge Winchester,
and Registrar Osler had declared otherwise. I explained about the
Russian lennponite agreement, and finally asked pim to let us know the
+truth no matter what it was, so that we would know just where we were at.
mee. |
1 at sdese received a personal letter from Rowell, and among other things,
he stated that “we have been in touch with the Military Council®™ and they
"

say”. fe goes on to say that “ennonites undoubtedly come under the

Act as exceptions to the same and that they have ho duty whatever to

perforn under the same. I wrote back at once thanking him and asking

is | ati ‘ at L XX XXX X
him to sec that this information be given at at once Ta
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to Registrar Wilgen so that he act accordingly and save a lot of necdless
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% e and worry to all concerned. I never expocted an answer to tnis
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Vineland Ont.; May 1, 1918,

Oevhan Wisne,

Baden ont. &

Dear Brother:- Grecting. ;
Your leticr to had, T m orry that
vou 8d nmot have all of the rticulars that we agked for, I m sending wu

a "“eet with sonc “f. the nues vou suggsated, I wigk thut yu would £11

tt cat forus. T wald like the names of those who arenpoces first.,

“Trern thosc who are ndibers but who rave not donmuncd, Then kose We arnrc

not neMbees und who are sons of menbers. Pleasc flll out what they have

received from tre Triburnals, -

It 15 1ndecd a sad seicl for vou v d vour fanllv, We koe that con=-
ditons wil! scon.chnge s¢ that we nay have more hone for our boys, In con-
nection &sr bose bretrhren who have reld back from the Communion, If thg
kave becr Keovn'ing un bér Drhrlstiun llf\; and are willing to takc un kelr
fcllowshin with trhe Chach for otrer than the rcuson that they wald-llke ¢
bec exeavt fron militar scrvice, ?,}‘(.3', should rave the plvilesce of doing so.
Fothirg shpuld kecp thern from confesslng thele sing and bélng at peace
witk dod and hving fellowskin #ith the Church., Warn then to de tre Pkoht
thing afd scrve God., Ko one cun keep tren fom uniting and ontinuing in
tho féllowskhln of the Chach. When once they ar¢ i the Chucr mrerc they 7
foecl they Bould be and , If they fcel that it 1s wrong for them to enter
the army or take any mirt of milltary service thev have the sane right
that uny other of our brethren have who wuld be caldd to sesvie, Ther
wouid be in aposition to refusc on acouny of trele £ith. Thesc bovs rave
been brought up asMennonitcs and belleve in 783 teachings, arnd neoneg of ke
have enlistcd of t.?‘clr own cholcc But If they resoond and ¢nlist asn sold-
les of trelr own cholce the Crurch cannot helnm them, We are expecting
stand by al! off cur brethren who 3tad by the nrineinles of the crder,

. We have no rply as vebt %o our let cr agking abdut the bys who are not
yet of age. We hpne to hear very soon. Tis 1s a tine when all ofus bBould-
be voaced in payer for the rellef of our yeung venle whose lived have
beocn consccorated to CGod Fm' love nd pace., We should alae pay for obr3 Wo arc
obliged to enter the 3¢ oy t¢' of the amy agdnat trele onvictiona, May tre

' Lord Faston the day of !kut and cause theése terrible toubies %0 pass bye,’
: We ougkt %o encaurage as nany of our pang wenla a5 posivle i so Bve N

-

~

the i }(u:‘ﬂis 20 she Lords We know that (they wlll secd His helv now as much
83 at any #ne of trholr 1%cs. Why'Bould they not do thei» dusy & thes God? i
ray hmhirm vent then £rom uni Ling thele lives &Lk the pople of God. We o
W la ot cnodrage sy of trem to do 6 on adteuns of kcuning ous \Gf -*,?m
amy, That 18 4 sogethes 4 wrong riotive, But, 1f thér souis necd to be
saved how capthcy do thei» daty toward thir souls, toward God and towa rd
tre weld w1 h.h, hér, obeddnce to the wedx word and in'the chush? It is not
the ‘Chwa¥ that they obeoy, b.u God. ' Trhe Churck doés mot have oentol over shod
gounly; 1% 13 :':o'.;l. If they believe thu s God savs.la 18 weon: for then 40 ;
enguse In wasfure Wik cdrnal weapons, and thgy have onseerutcd thensclves \
to do tre will of %0d, thg consccrate themsclves fo God In 4 1lfe of :

¢ace and good will to RER, and are reponible Lo Hin lLet usontinue to 3
lOVc Hin, obey Him ,am téach Hls Woed to men., Centinue m .prayer, : f‘;
g Nows in AR, : Y : P ' L |
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referred too in mv letter to vou. au also showed me letter from vou
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just receivead. It seems strange there is such a difference of opinion

as is shown by letters to you from Calder and 8cott, and one hardly
knows what to think about it.
One thingz sure, at t'e present time the Registrar, Mr. G. hesslie Wils n

of Toronto, is being guided by instructions from Gol. machin, Director of
the Military Council as the following prcident proves.

A son of yr Dpavid Hoover of Gormley, and a member of the M.B.C., along
with many others atound her, recently reciived notice to report in a few

2}
days. he at once wrote back saying that he was a Mernonite, and a reply
came from pegistrar Wilson Ly next mail s Saping that it was a mistake
that the not 'm'e was sent as he was a ,ennonite and exempted under the Act.
he was told to keep this letter as a valid excuse for not reporting, and
d@ shortly send him an exemption certificate. My hopes
and _rayers are that this will be the procedure in all such cases,

Yours in a hurry,
-

J.L. Byer.
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Dear Brother,
No (}nnKL youi will be surprised to be g

* - < <
tetter from me so soon again,; but a moments tal

T s < T T 3, .
minuytes ago prompts me Lo do so.

Last night Fletcher G«deiel:’ﬂ:: of Elder S. Goudie of th

K over the phone a few

8 M.BOC. and ‘EE[L

o - S e Sl > g : T P
school teacher Archie Stouffer of the game pranch,; received orders to

report for service on the 16th of this month. Both wont down to the
_neg;i;-itoh tuday/mnl they’ wera both talad they were outside of the Act. -
E :

The nezistrar has instructions from Machin of the Nﬂitui“y Sarvice Council

. e o 2 » % i % o gl = ~ 2
and it is to be hop ed that no one interferes to change the order of things

as they are at present in so far as we are concerned.

S P ' . e ? P > 2 3
It looks though the boys will be called, and Y have an

ides t.?ni_tf, a l"(_‘*.ai',-::‘.v-"' -
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ed letter sent to the Registrar with membershpip eertificate would be Jjust
= s v 4 = . o - / o i b . S 3 -0 < 3 - .
as good as a pei ;_-.u'd& c¢al}l on the Registrar. Will learn more as to what
A

to expect when I get a chance to 3ee Bro. Goudie as I did not cs re Lo sav

much over the {'?ii.‘.‘sf}- With kinde & racsards and
3 3 <= <3
Dest. Wj.:'-;he >, Frate"‘ﬂdl }y 2 JQLOB.
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Glynn Osler, B-5.

Ontato Registrar,

DeartmetofJustice,
Military service Branch.

Office of Ontario Registrar
Under Mliitary Ser vi ce Act.

Board of Trade Bldg. Toronto, Ont.

consec, e
Avpal Tri-
consec No.

May 3rd, 1918.

Name, Elmer Ross Lehmar.

Address- 214 First Ave. E.NorihBay.
Serial No. 803352

Local Ex. Tri- 204.

N - 234

Dear Skr-
Re your order %0 evot for duty to
1st Battalion 1st C.0.R. at Toroned on May 13, 1918
on investigation it is gund that pu have been granted the fol-
lowing exenmption,
--------------- MesreRiges - —- - e
and certificate to that efect will bc mdled you in due oure.
You may accept this letter as a cancellation of the

above Order to Report.,

Yours trmly,
Glynn Osler,

pe.
Assistant Reglstrar,
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30 '-'0".':. A3 vct we rTave had no authentic statment to our avpeals to tre
covemvnent, We have had a leticr from Robérer J.L.Byer, stating that the
Chalman of tre Prlvy Council, the Hom., N, W. Rowcil, has writcn him to
the ¢ffect tht Mennonites were excludecd In the provisions of tb new Act,
and that ndtice had been sent to the Provineclal Reglstrar at Toronto,

Mr, Leallc " Wilmn, o the effect that the Menonlt 3 should not be called
into scevice, There has been one case, asen of Mr, David Hoover, of Gormley

+
&
~
“

a neMber of the M.B.c. vho was callied. He wroec at once that Fe was a
Mcnuonise and recelved notive that hias call was a nistake, and that ke woud

(8]
shortliy I & not anm

treaved
Réglastrar

b6 ent rls exan'ption naners.
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tht all
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Vineland Ont,, May 4th, 1918,

The Honourable J. A. Calder,
Minister of Immigration and Colonization,
House of #&liament,
Ottawa,

Honourable Sir:-
In view of recent develoomets in onnection #th the

Orde in Ountl providing for receultts for military service, we are desifous
to address youto receive information and assistance., We appreclate the
privilege of having your services so willingly exte:ded go us,

Membe¥s of our Churches,- Mennonite, Amish Menonite and Tunker,- are |
being called to present themselves for military service. These yung men
are under the impression tht their exemptons have all been cancelled and
tht the Government recognizes no vlalms of consclentious grounds, even
when adherents of established chuches whodse faith farbids military servie
of every kind, Many of them, Wwo recelve no other instrucions may be thus
obliged to report and may be unwillingly forced into the ranks. We under-
stand that orders have been sent to the Provinclal Registrar that Menno-
nites are excluded by the drder in Guncil and are not obliged to report,
In case there are those who are unwittingly md unwillingly joined to
military units, will they be obliged to continue with such units or will
they be rellieved?

We are sendng letters to the Prime Minister and to the Hon, the
President of the Privy Ouncil, Mr. N. W, Rowell, stating our positon and
&8king thelr intervention. Our purpose i3, to mke clear our positon and
to prevent the unnecessary suffering which may be vnlaced pon any of our
young me3. Mr, F., S. Scott, M.P., understunds thevosition of ourvevle in
thlis section of the Guntry and ils endeavoring to have our position and
faith understood by tke menbers of the Government.

Encloseéd you ¥l1l1 find a statement wich has been ombiled from eme of
the reorts that have ®me t0 us from those who hold exemmion pvapers which
were granted to members of our churches w0 applied for exemntion as
Mennonites), Amish Mennonites and Tunkers. The report indiudes the dis-
positon of the Appeals and shows the vresent standing of the applicats,
who are still retalned as eligible for military servicce, and who ome under
the class of those whose exempfibons are cancelled by the recént Order Iin
Council, unless they are recognized as of the Classes excepted from the
Act and Order in muncil.

Our peupose in Applying for total exemption from military servée was
not for the purpose of evading hardships; not to0 take advatage of theé
provi@ions made for farmers, and % remsain at hone, since most of our
people are resident on farms., It was not for the purvose of ta:king advatage
of ilmproved financlal privileges of the farming classes, euling from the
war, Our pepple have never been overly mercénary; there is not a milionaire
among them in the histoy of thelr more tran a hundred years esidence in
Canada. Yet, the Tribunals tht hve answered our anpeals have been in-

lined to interpret our appeals as based on desires & I
libeites or adwantages, €8 to clalm eme mateial

0 Wovs
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The motive of our appeals for freedom from military serviée has been
to be free to fulfill our obligatons of loyalty to God, to His Word and
to the teachings and example of Jesus Chrict, our Savliour. We have pledged
our lives to Him to serve Him in every command and in the pactice of peace
and love to all men show forth his character and the béssings of the
Gosepl of peace and good will to men, We desire to continue the testimony
of kose who have lived according to these pinciple and mave keo't these
tenets of falth in the history of the Chwech for more than two cmturies,
which falth was permitéed an existance in some ountries and banlshed from
otbrs., We desire to practice these principles and teach them to our
children as fundamental to the christimm doctrine, character and life, and
the very fundation of the happiness of men and the prosperity of nations.

We believe that our Government of Canada wlll, under evey act, continue
to mhe provisions for complete religious liberty. The exercise of our
falth 1s aheritage from the British crown. It was recognized in the old
colonid gofemment. It was recognized and espcially menti oned forikoe casses
who are now Intolved in this plea, by the Govenment of Cmada over a hundred
years ago, and was continued to them uninterruotedly from then untl now,
and is still recognized, but \accordlng to certain 1ntcrpetatlons/“'5’two
spclal Churches, whose falth differdys in no sense regrding the articel of
warfare from those who are mentioned in the statues of Canada as having
frecdom from military service. Therec would thus be two laws for the smne
class of people, and the Statutes are sct aside for citizens of long
residence and recognized principles, in fasor of Ordes in Guncil for thre
opessed citizens of other natiions who reached out an 1mpbr1ng hand for
refuge and gfety.

We expedt the Govermment to fully recognize all the non-resktant
peple. May I call your attention 6 the fact tht the Tunker People who were
and are represented with us in this plea, have not recelved the 3ightest
recognition byi the Tribunals, Thelr history is ommteporary with thatof te
Mennonite, being an early branch from thisssciety. Their priméples of
non-resistance precisely the same, and they hve alwags sought to carry out
théseprinciples and Ave ever sought the Svor of the Government in being
pemitted to enjoy the full exeeclse of thelr faith bybeing freed from the
pexykikedx duty of m?ltary service, and thelr recognition has been
witnessed to by their nameﬁ belng found on the Statutes of Canada along
with the nmes of the Quakers and Mennonites., It 1s a ere disappoinment to
the Tunker brethren tht their young men who subscrided to the clause grantd
exemion to conscientiocus objectors, were not granted the couttesy of
recogniion for religious principles but the majority of thecm were glven
- exempion as fammers. We feel that the Government should know exactly what
our falth is, and had they known, the difficulty that now exists would
not 1likel'y have occured. Some one described "consclentious objectors®as
those whose tenets of falth firbid "combatant service." We know of no soci-
#ty which subscribes to such articles concerning military service, and
the onsequebce has been that there has been diffeculty with every class
of onsclentious believer. Those whose Church had no objectdons to military
service were not recognized, and those whose falth forbl 4 all kinds of
military service had no cholce but to accppt th ﬁ}gg;wlntepn&tation of

the Act, which granted only exemption from itary sery Thbé cIeets
be a case wWhere thé Govenment has unintentlonally Y8R ne £ c¥ 14 L53
the Church and has declded what its bdlief shall be. We hve handed © the

\
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Government a statement of our falth, and it agrees with the faith and
vactice of the Chwech for the last centuried. The Menonites and Tunkers and
Quakers being a unit in matters of military service., May the Government be
Pleased to properly calssify us according to our faith, and ontinue to

us the agreemexts tht have existed for more than a hundred vers,

We were greuatly disapvvointed In not bveing able to continue with our
purpose of pesenting the Government with a memorial of our gratitude for
the pa# ffavors of rellgious liberty and freedom from military service, We
féat that the "Exception" granted to Mennonitecs would be interpreted as
applying to all Mennonites and to all the Churches whose faith was describ-
ed by the Statutes upon which the Order in uncil of August 13, 1873
Wgs based, Whén we learmed that 1t3 purpose was limited to our Russian
Brethren we were disappointed in findling no place for iurselves under the
provisions of the Act. Again we were obliged agénst our wills and convict-
ions to subscribe our names and the Names of our Cgurches to statents that
wre not rrue cmncerning our falth and were obliged to ablde by the legal
interpreation of such statements. Aga:in, when the Military service @ouncil
took up the matter of deciding upon our claims, and sent ocut infirmation
as under ""Tribunal Clrcular Number 11," , Trubunals and other officials
seem to hAve chowem thelr own ourse and redered desisions according to kelr
persénal oinions and passed judgmnt upon hose over whom thev had no juris-
diction according to the decision of the Military screice Gwuncil which
body represented the Gofermment in safeguarding the righte of citizens
under the Act. As a conséquence of our mebe rs hving Bd to rport to the
Tribunds, may of them were shamefully abus€d and needlessly exposed to ke
heartless badgering of some officials who did not know and ould not apore-
chte the the falth of our veple. We hlave been placed in a posl ton in which
we hve been almost mude the subjectis of religious pesecution, We can
8carecely expect to avoid all oppositon and suspicion, and even pesecuthon,
obut we feel tht what might be avolided by suck favors asour Govenmat may
be able to grant us, Bould be grantcd us. The statments oncerm ing our
exapions wuld showthat our claims and plcas have seemingly megon avoided
and all manner of opinions expressed concerning our standing. We do not
ak the Covenment to state what our faith shall be, since that 1s not the
business of any civil Government. We ask only that our falth as non-resist-
ant peple may so described and recognized by the Government that ay regu-
lations that may be mde by the Gowermment may at all tmes accord us the
privilege of religious liberty.

We hope that the Govermment will recognize us as a law ablding veople,
and devoted subjects and loyal citizms of our ountry. We hope tht the
question of our religious rights may never be called ino question in
Gnada, since her laws mve always provided for peo ple of evey falth ad
peple of evey falth have been accorded the full pivileges of ttizenship.
Thislisexpresed in the wo rds of Lord Bufferin to the Mennoniées of Maitoba,
- "ther is no right or function wich we exercise as free citizens in wich
we do not desire that gu Bould partici~ate, and with tris civil XxEErEXxx
freedom we equally and gladly offer absolutereligious libesty." We hove th
that that our people and okers of our faith may always have a place m»d a
home under the British md Canadiéan ensigns,
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It has been intimaged to us that the becent Military Servée Avt ad them
more recet Order in Guncll have superceeded the Statutes of Canada which
provided freedom from Military Service to the Quakers, Tunkers ad Mennonits
We hope that these measures, eseclally enmacted for the relief of the ald
Chueches, in order tht they would not be oporessed on acount of télr relig-
ious views, will not require to be re-enacted. But if such is the case, we
trust tht some measures may be taken by the Governmat that will estore and
pemanetly safeguard lawful religious bellefs. The non-resistant fhth has
suffered in evey ountry, even now, in the Guntry to our Ssouth, our bethren
are suffering virtual imprisonmat on account of the positon wich the hold
in regard to carnal warfare. Is there no place where & pace loving peple

and those who deslre to observe the teachings of Christ as a most sacred N

and vital obligaton, may fnd a home and a place to hus worshlp ad serve

thelr God and Savicur, save in Canada? We hope that thre may be afflxed to L

the one-hundrecd years record of liberty for the non-resistant falth the

seal of the Gover'ment which willl perpetuate such libertles foreve. If ita ;\
is lawful to believe the teachings and follow the example of Christ, we By
peay that it may be pemitted us, In full accord with theat libeality of gl
the Cgcrnment toward our peple we hopwe that immeddte steps my be taken to
pevent any ofour brethren from being molested or being embarassed under
pesnt egualtions, under which some of them mgy be obliged to refuse to
enter military service on acount of thelr faith,

We trust tht the Government will give us opportunity to nrove our
loyalty in &vil life and duty. We believe that our support in this espct
will be most hearty and loyal, The support of a devoted grateful and
prayverful body of pepble as represented by our Churches, 1spledged to our W
Government, to the full extent of our power. And we pay that God may long ™
pBeserve the naton and bless the Govermment that pemits the fullest degree
of fellowship between Him and %ose who worship Him in Spirit and in trmth,

We have learned tht orders la.ve been issued to the Provinclal Registrar |

Order in Guncil, and tht al! Mennonites should be exempted. We trust tht
this privilege will also be accorded to the Tunker brethren., We trat tht
all dearments that Bve to do #th the 1lssuing of the ordes calling men in®
service will be instructed to refrain from calling mermbers of our Churchex
We love our Chwhes, we hold most sacred tkse pringdples, and we Bve pledged
our lives to God to keep these teachings,Who has kpt us and has promised
to keep us to the md if we ablde faithful in His Word.

We appecliate the fct tht the Goverrment has appointed you, Honourble
Mr, Calder, to meet us a deal with us in regard to the matters that have
been brought before you. You understand our principles and know our
vpeple. We belldve that the claims that we have rade wil! not be o nédeed
out of order, and tht your heartiest support may be glven to our caue.
We shall be most grateful for your assistamce in our behalf,

Most sincerely, Yours,

The Menonite and Amish Committee, B : P
The Committce of the v L AN
g 9,
’

Non-Resistant Relief ’ Secretary.
Organization,
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Vineland Ont., May 7, 1918,

L. J. Burkholder,
Markham, Ont.

Dear Boocther:- Greeting.

Witk kis mbl I m sedding you coples of letters to
members of the Covernmment which I am deslrous srhall have your approval befe
going out to them. The letter to the Hon, Mr Calder is a summary of all
that we have already brought to the attention of the Gvernment. I dld
not flcel that we should have reveated so ruch or have made such an extens-
ve statement, but the conditions were becoming do oppresively difficult
that T thought the statcments should be rade as clearly and definitely as
possible. Mr., Calder will understand all that we have sald. The positon of
the Tunker brethren was not at all clear and they have had pactically no
recognition from the Government or from the officfas thut have had to do W
with their cases,

If you think that there sholud be a revigion ofthe statements you are
at liberty to make them and send the letters on, I am sending coples of
these étters to other members of the Committees oncerned and also sending
letters to the ministers of our Churches, ® that they will have instructias
a3 t0 what t0 do In comnection with those of the brethren who came in the
classes called, whose exemptlons have been cancelled.

Am very busy and have scareely tlme to do this writing, A 1litile spell

of raln gices me a chance toc do eme of 1it.

Yours in falth,

o
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Vineland Ont., May 7, 1918,
™e Honourable Mr, X, W. Rowell,
President of the Prlvy Counell,
House of Parlianent,
Cstawa.

Honourabli¢ Sir:-

Permit me to address vou conceming certaln naties con-
eeming which we have had pecent dealings wish the (:ovcmncm. A3 the
pepreaentutive of a Committee of the Anlah and Mennonite Churches whicl
interviewe! the fovemnent regarding the matter of cur exempiion under
the Military Scrvice Act, and representing Committee of whe ¥on-Resistam
Rellef Organization, which organization deslred Infomation concerning
the ralsing of o memorial fund te be mreaented to the dovemnpent for
chritable purposes 1in recognitl on of our religicus liborty, I desire to
acknowledee ocur gratitude for your interst In cur cause as was nanifcested
by your coz.*rcspur:denco., with one of ocur Brethren, My, J. L. Byer, of
Markran, Ont. ,

We are grateful shat the Govermrent has taken steps to infom the
Military autroritics who are ®esponsible for the calling of the classcs
nto service that the Mennonlte vevle arc excluded from the Mlillitary
Service Bt and from the Order Iin Counctl call'ng for recrults for the
amy. We wiah to thank the “Govgrnment for this intervention nd have
saddressed a lettoer o the Bight Honoarable S8ir Robert Boren, Pring
Minister expressing ocur geatitude for thls and other vast fuvors., We
deslre theconalderaton of the fGovermment concerning our poslton and our
falth at thls most crlitical time In our exncriences under the Covermnen
of Canada., The Honcirable J. A. Calder was avpointed as a represestative

‘of the Govemnnent to consider eur interests, and we have addreassed hin
more fully in regard to these matiers.

The cu:m of the Minker Churech for whilek we have annealed requires e¢o-
veelal nslderation, thelr falth rc ~,\wn?n; n '*-rf,';lu.a 1¢e beling inientical

with oara, and thlr assoclation wish us in fomer apneals L0 the Gve mment
for relliglous liberty 18 attestdd to bv the former statutes of Canada,
Whatcver may be done in esélleving us £on such dutles as are in-
possible for us to perform on account of our relipglous convietions will
be most gratcfully acknowledge with sthanksciving to God,
Hamb ly ad sinecmly, Yours, ;

T™e Mennonlite and Amish Commitec, Scerctary.

T™e Commitee of the Non-Realstant
Relief Organization,
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The Honocurable J. A. Calder,
Minlster of Immlgration and Colonization,
House of Parllament,
Ctiawa. .
Vineland ont., May 7, 1912,
Honourable -Sir:- \
In view of recent develomments In connectlion with the
Order in Councll providing for recerults for mi!litary scrvice, we are
deslrcus to addresa you to recelve information and asslstance. We apnrecla-
ate the privlilege of having your scrvices so wlllingly extendod to us,

Menbers of our Churches,- Mgnnonite, Anlsh Menntonite and Tunker,- are
“belng called to presunt themsclves for military scovice. These young nen
are under the loppession that thelr exemniions rave ull been cancelled and
that the Covernnent receognlzes no clalms on consclentious grounds, even
when adherents of established Chaches whose falth forblds militarsy service
of every kind. Many of them, who recelve no other Instructions may be thus
obliged to report and may be unwilliingly forced @nto the ranks. We unde r-
stand that orders have beern sent to the Provinclil Reglstrar that Mennonls-
€8 arc excluded by the Order In Councll and are not oblilgzed to roevort, In
cac trere are those who are unwlttingly and unwlilingly joincd to militasy
units, will they be obliged to wntinue with sach units or will shey be
rolleved?

We are sending letters to the Prime Minister and to the Hon. the
Presidet of the Privy Council, Mr, N. W. Rowell, stating our vositon und
asking thelr Interventlion. Our purpose 13, %0 make¢ clear our position and
to prevent the unneceusary suffering which nsy benlaced unpon any of ocur
young nen, Wr. F. 8. Scott, ¥. P,, understands the positl on of our people
in thi3 section of the Country and 13 endeavoring to have cur nosotiorn and
falth understood by the members of Lhe Govormnent. Encloued you will find
a statcnent whi h has been comniled from some of tre reports that have
come Lo us from trose Wo hold exenption vapess whlch were grantcd to mem-
bers of our Churches who apolied for exenntlion as Mennonitos, Anlash Men-
nonites and Minkers, The revort includes the Bisposition of the Apncals
and shows the prescnt standing of the annlicunts, who arc still retalned
as élglible for mliltary seevice and who @me under the class of ‘those whose
exemntions ar¢ cancelled oy the pecent Order in Guncll, unless they are
recognized as of the Classes exceptod from the Act and order i Quncll.,

N Our vurpose in applying for total exenpticn from militape se~vice was
not for the purpose of ¢vuding hardshinss not to tuke advatage of the nro-
visions mode for farmors renalning at home, sinee mest of our ponle are
resldent on famms., It was not for the mirposce of taking advatage of irnrow
ed firshaclal privileges of the faming classes, resulting from the war,
Our veo ple have never been overly nereenary; there 13 not a millionaire
among then In the llatory of theler more than a hundred vears resldence in
Cinada., Yet, the Tribunals that have answered ousp apvelas have beon incling
to Intcrpretl our appeals as based on deuslres to obtaln sene nuatericl
libertics or advantages. ,

The motlve of our appeuls for frecdon £ron military service has been
t0 be free to fulfill our obligations of loyalty to God, %o Hls Word and %o
the teacrings & d example to Jesus Chelat, our Saviour, We have pledred
our lives to Him tc serve Hin In every Cormand and irn the practise of
peace and love to all men, to show fopth s character and the blessings
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We were greatly disapnointed in not being uble %o ontinmae with our
purpese of nresenting the Government with a memorlal of our gratituded for
the pat favors of religlous 1iberty and frecdom from migitary scrviee, We
felt that the"expeption® granted to Mennonites would be interpreted as
applyling to all Mennonites and to all the Churches whose falth was descrlb-
ed by the Statutes upen Wich the Order in Ouné! of August 13th, 1873, was
based., When we learned that 1ts puarpose was limited Lo our Ru“31 n Brethren

we were disappeointed 1n finding no place for ocursclves under the provis-
ions of the Act., Agaln, we were obliged,agalnat ocar wills and convictlions,
to subscribe our nmes and the names of our Churches to stateets that were
not true concering our falth, and we ware obliged to ablde by the legal
interpretati on of sugh su¢ttnch, . Again, when the Military Service Counecii
tock up the mutier of dcelding upon our claulns uhd sent out infomaton, as

under "Tribunal Clrcular, ”anbu. 11," Tribunds and other officlals secem %O
have chosen thelr own course and rendercd d(““?0"3 according to thelr
peraond opinlons, and pasased jJjudgement upon those over whom they had no
jurlsﬂl tion abcocdtﬁg %0 the declslon of the Military Service Councll
which body rprescnted the CGovennent In safeguarding the rights of citizens
under the Act. A3 a consequence of our members having had 40 report to the
Tribunals, many of then were shamefully abuscd md nedlessly exposed to the
heartlcss badgereing of gome officlala who d4ld not know and ould not annre-
clate tre falth of ocur peple. We hawve hecn placed In apoalton in Wiek we
have been almost made the subjects of rellglous pesccoution. We can searcely
expecet Lo avied all opposltion and susplelon, and even pesccoution, but we
feel trhat anything that the ‘overnment could do to avold such mnditbnas sheail
be graclously grantcd us. The statcment conceming the character of our
exeriplon show that cur religlous nleas Mve sceningly bucu avolded, alnce
many opinions have there In been exnressed. We do not ask the Governmet: $o
Bstate what our falth shall be, since it i3 not In the province of eivil
gove mnent to declde roliglous questions. We only ask that our falth as

non-resistunt ponle may be so described and recognized that any regulatons
bhat may be made by the Governnent may at all times accord us the pelvilege
of religlous liberty.

We hone that the Govermnent will recognize us as a law ablding peenle,
devoted subjects and loyal cltlzens of cug Country. We hone that the ques-
tion of our religlous rights may never be called into question in Canada,
since hopr laws have alwuys provided for peple of every falth who have been
accorded the full privileges of cétizenshipn., Lord Duffeeln sald to the
Mennonlies of Manltoba, "There 1s no eight or funciion Wich we exerclse as
free clilzeons In which we do not desire that vyou Bould partl cipate, ad
witk thls clivlil frecdon we equally and gladly offer absolute religlous
liberty.” We hopg that our peonle and others of our falth nmay dways have a
place and a Yome under the Rritish and Canadlan ensigns,

We have wrltten trhe Prime Minlster and the Chal man of the Prlvy
Counecll, expressing our thanks for what has boen done for us ad have re-
fered ther to wu for further Infomation in rcgard Lt thcse matters.
Belleving that our plea will recelve a svrp thetlc Interest and be sliven
carncat conslderition, We are,

Comriittee of Wennonliec Vost gratcfully, Yours,
_and Amiak,
Non- REFTATAYE Rellef Tre Cormliteces,
Orzanization,
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</ é';; .'_{,')%,11tary bervice Act, and Order in Ouncil, 1917, 1918,
,e £ / : Vineland Ont, May 8, 1918
Brethreni- Greeting,
We Bwe reasons to thank God for new mercies, The Ontario Registrar
at Toronto, Mr. Lesslie Wilson, has recelved instructions froam the
Military Service Council that Mennon?tes are outside of the act, md are
“exempt. Some have already reporied that they are Mennonites and have receiw
ed exemption, In case any of our members are called to report, they should
- "send a reglistered letter to the Depariment or Offiger from whom the call
has come, stating that they are Mennonites, referring to the Serial and
Consecutlive mambers, which will give the Department access to the Tribunal
Records where the evidence of membership mg be found, - the Church Certif-
l1cate having been sent to the Tribunal. In case vou have not glven gur
Church Certificate to the Tribunalyou should send one with gour letter. Do
not make use of the money or ticket sent with the ordCr to rport for serv-
ice, under any circumstances. In case you rport in veren, pay your own fare
and return the money or ticket. Those of our members who have not reglisterd
or hve not been called in any of the previous classes need not register. W
- We have not received officlal notice of these steps on the part of the
Authorities, but have received the information through rel iable sources
and khew ukathths endmandouaiarupbniﬂgmgramtbdesslngs as we may need them,
Reports from the Government will be sent out as soon as recelved. We are
awdting such rports. Yours in falthp
S. F. Coffman, For the Committee.
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Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Elmira, Ont., May 8th, 1918.

Rev. S. F. Coffman,
Vineland, Ont.

Dear Friend:

Greetings.

As I have not received an answer to my wire on Saturday
T take it for granted that you had no definite information from
Ottawa to act upon. .

In our distriet there are several young men/to report
for service. While these men are not enrolled as members of our
. church they hold certificates as adherents which certificates were

treated in different manners by the local tribunals recently in
- session. Some of the tribunals gave the bearers of these certificates
the same privileges as the enrolled members enjoyed while one trib-
unal absolutely refused to recognize them; and as a result many who
had these certificates and were called before thies tribunal did not
show them and were exempted as farmers only. Some of these men are
now called up for service. |
: ~ In view of this fact, and, as the time for action is
limited, I took the liberty to write to the Deputy Registrar at

ILondon and also to the Central Appeal Judge at Ottawa, explaining
the situation and inquiring as to whether the bearer of such a cer-
tifieate would, upon presentation to the authorities at ILondon,
receive the same consideration as that which will be accorded to en-
rolled members of the church, whatever the nature of such consider-
stion may be. lMention of the fact was made that we do not uphold
child baptism and that these boys were brought(ﬁnd educated in the
principles of the llennonite Church by Mennonite parente. I also
referred to the fact that such cases were recognized in the M.S.A.
of former governments, (1810---50, Geo.III, Chap. 11.)

A reply from London has already been received. They
could not give me any definite information but referred me to the
G.0.C.M.D.#1, but I fear that I cannot get a reply in time to act
upon it although it might be wotth the effort. The letter reminded
me of the fact that conscientious objectors were exempt from com-
batant service only and that they were liable to serve behing the
1ines in Forestry and Construction Battalions.

The question arising to-day is as to what 1imit the
Mennonite may go before he transgresses upon the non-resistant faith
of his fore-fathers. I believe it would be well for us to have a
definite understanding concerning this point so that the foundation
of our faith in this respect may be represented to the authorities
in & manner that will be recognized and will bear out the prinecip-
les of our non-resistant faith. Your advice on this matter will be
greatly appreciated.

Thanking you sincerely for the way in which you are
keeping me informed and may the Lord bless your efforts, I am,

Yours very truly,

RO A
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Vineland Ont., Ma 9, 1918.
L. J. Burkholder,
Markham, Ont.
Dear Brother:- Greeting.
Your letter reccived and noted. As yet thre has

been no reply to ourpetitions to the Govermment, I do not know why therc
should be such a wnstant delay In these matter, We have dohe all that

we could and have kept these mattes constantly before the attention of
the CGuenment., Yet, I am hoveful for the ocutcome, since the whole queston
rests upon the basls of rellglous liberty., There is not anbtker Soclety
that would broock the Interference of the Govmment in mattes of thelr
falth. Nor 1s it the volicy of the Government ¢o interfere wiih such
matters, If our Russian Bretlkren have been promised an inviolate frecdom
on account of relligious scruples, we have the same vrivilege. Ifwe hAve

no Just claim for cur request neither have they. If the Tunkers have no
right to ask for rellgious frredom, nelther hve we or the Russimn breth-
ren, So we feel Justified In our pnositdon and continue to look to the Lord
for a Jjust decision fom the Government.

Brother Isaac Swalm of the Tunker Brethren, near Collingwood, was here
to see me last evening., Hls son was called, and they went to Toronto, ad
interviewed the Reglistrar, who told them trat they were obliged to rport
at Hamllton and that the officers tkire would inform them as o the ourse
thg bould take to secure exempton. The boy was examined and thevy were told
thht fhey would not nedd to put on the unifom aghnst his will. The follow-
ing day the pboy was detained and ordered to put on theuniform, being told ¢
that he would hrave to drlll while they were trying to get his exemption.
His father was ordered to &@ave while the officers were removing his coat
and cap ad putting on the uniform, Bro. Swalm left last evening for Toronto
to meet Bro, D.W.Helse and Bro, S.Goudie, who would meet the Reglstrar
with him md place these matters before nim. I showed him your letter in
wrich you reported Bro. Goudle's statement regarding the Tunker brethren,
This will likéy be a test case, and other Tunker boys were obliged to
report yesterday. You had better call up Boo Helse and find out about his
cas¢. We hope to hear sobn from Ottawa regarding the matier of which we i

quired, /
Fours in falth, ,/// v C</ 112/’
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CANADA

Ottawa, Ont., 10th May 1918.

Dear 8Sir,-

By direction of the Prime Minister, I have t
honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of May 7th
with reference to the questiomraised by the Non-Res
Relief Organization. The se mat ters are having the
careful attention of the Honourable Mr. Calder at the

present time and I have no doubt they will be disposed

of very shortly.

Very truly yours,
A

C}J_//u).dt/ep(ﬁ¢
Drlme Minister's De&éetarJ
/ -

o

B.P. Coffman, Hsqg.
Se cretary of the Committee,
Non-Resistant Relief Organization.

YINRELALAED' Onts,

he

istant
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Vineland Ont., May 10, 1819,
Fom, J. A. Calder,
¥intator of Innigration and
Colonization,
House of Paxibument, Ottawa,

Homourable S1rt- :
In repard to the tollegran,of this date,sent vou and whila
should have read a3 fellows,-"Ement J. Swuln, mnenber of Tunker Chureh,
focibly retalred when peporting at Seott Strect Barrsoks, Hamilen, Is in
Company D, #nd Depot Batstalllen. Is tralning under peotest, Please have
incnedlate actlorn taker to retaln kim I Humilsenm untll case of Tunker
Crurcr 19 declded., Fall Informatlon on the wav,®
8igned, D, W. HRelse,
Beeratury, Yon-pealtant Rellef
Orpanization,
The young man in gquestion 18 reglstercd 1n the Exenption class as

Serial nunber, B2E888, at Collingwood, He appeded for erxemption as a
famer and as a nerber of e religious sect know as Tunke s, of whieh
soclety X has bedn a Betber for ovor elght veors., After rccelving hias
notice to reprs, he at onee notified the Ontario reglstrar that he 18 a
meber of the Tunker Chureh whose faltk forpids all millsary scrvice, ad the
ke thercfore declined o mvort. The reply fon She Roglat- ar was 1~ par as
follows,- *I find thut Tunkers are not excented under the Aet, and you are
therefure 80 mport for duty as dlrected and Inf M the Offleer Cormanding
that vou are a Tunker, and ke #ill take the necessary actlion,

*I beg o polint out, for voue Informution, that 1f le order 13 ot
comnlied with, you will become a deserter fron the €, E. F. and will be
dealt with ao usual, *

8igned, 6. lLeslie Wilson, Ontarlic Reglstrar.

¥r, Swaln in anpany #5h his faker weportad to Hagllite on ¥May 7k, ad
Mpocrted to the Mllitary Officer that he was presgnt bus thot he eould not
revort for duty beasuse he 14 a penber of the Tanker Church, Hig clulins wee
usterly ignored and he was told by the Comrundng Officer tht he should go
intc tralning and that his exeintion as a Tunker shou'd be made %o Head
Quagters and would, no doubt, be honosed, He was metal ed for examination
while kls fasrer zought further Infomafl on vregarding hls ¢xemnion., Befom
leaving, the fathcr asked whether , after exanination, the wnifors would be
forecd upon the >, Mo was told that the w ifom was not foreed uncn any
agdnst thele will, Unon His setum,the following day, the mmg man was
found in the Quartcor Mastcr's dopartoent with of flocres who ware using all
peans, even intimidaten, o persade the guvg rman $o paut on the uwniforn,
He was fakem %0 the offlce of the Colonel, bhut the fakker was not permisted
to present imaelf or his clulae for gxed pion, ™he @ was told that if he
refuscd L0 Pt on the unifom he wuld e Nt over seas at ence, In the
presenee ofthe father the auth orltics endeavored %o Sake of she clviitianm
elothIng of the wung wa and the fabher wus orderced awmay, and next saw
bis son, oning fram the deparctnent bhaving on the military coat (4 cap.

Sugh 18 the nwmer of ireatment accorded one who cannot acoept mlilitam
service beaause he 13 rellglously onnoded to wae or the mundering of any

e R e PRy s e i
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asslstance or encousugement thercto by personal suoport, and whose Church
has for centurles taught and practlceed the non-resistunt Doctrines of the
New Testament, and has held trhose doctrines as vital to the Christlan life
and to sulvation, and whose members have Bver voluntarlly accvetcd or en-
gaged in any form of military service or connected themsclv s with any
nmilitary work,

The father of thls young man 18 Isuac Swalm, a ministcr of the Tunker
Dhureh 1n the Nottawa district near Collinzwod. He 18 a farmer, having
107 acres of land, mostly under cultlvaton. The young man 1s a only sasg.
The father, about ninetcen years azo, had the mlsfortune to loose Fis rigrt
arm, and 1s denendent unon the service of his en for assistance 1n the
dutles of the farm and home; but his greatest conecrn 13 that Fia an is
placcd in a nosltion In which Wis faith 13 omproniscd and his rcligious
princinles arc counted for naught, cven trannled unde foot,and his re-
liglous libertles are denled him., These facts were all lgnorcd by the
aukorities at Hamilton and Toronto. They scen to be powerless as long as
they are not Inforned or dirccted by the Government at Ottawa.

May we state to youagaln that the Tunker brethren are on an equal basis
with: the Mennonltes in 30 far as thelr prinelnles of faltk are oncencd. If
the Mennonlites have clulms that thev are worth of recogniton, sc have the
Tunker brethren, Under the Military Service Act, 7-8 George V., Chaptcr 19
the Prcunble states, "All male inhabltantis of Canada, of the age of clihs
teen yeurs and upwards, nd under sixty, not exenpt or disguallificd by
daw, and belng British subjects, shall be llable to serve in the mMilitia,"
The above refers 46 the vower granted undocr the Statutes of 1996. Our
ponle, wilth the Tunkers and Quakers, were cxemnnt at Shat tine by law. Under
the ®General Provislon,® scotion 13 of the Act, 1t 13 stated, "The Militia
Act, the Amy Act, und the Kinga Regudatlions and Orders for ithe Arny, shal}
30 far as not ineconsistant therewltl, avnly to and form amrt of ©is Act."
May I ask, was 1t the Intention of the Govermment to put away the rcliglous
liberty and the exemntons thut werc granted to tke Quaker, Memonites and
Turkers? Is there anything ir the Act that would be In entravetion of
former nrovislons for cur veecullar rcligious tenets and our former priv-
llgzes? In a formmer lettcr we polnted out that the nrovislons of thre
Govermment for consclentious objectors falled to wver our position.

The Order in Council of Aug. 13th ,1573 nade nrovisions for the Russim
beonle ooming to Canada to enjoy the libertles that other r¢ llglous bodies
anong wrich tre Mennonltcs werc Included, were ad that tine enjoying. The
rccomncndjtionsf of The Honourable The Privy Council, sancticned by His
ExcCllency The Governor cengral on the St of Septumber, 1872, states
particulariy, for the confimation of the falth of the Russlan bretheen,in
the pemanency of the provisions of religlous !iberty as nrovided by tre
Statutes of Canuda,- "That the Constltutlion doecs not confer upon thre Gove r-
nor General In Quncefl any power %o over-ride or get aside, under any clpr-
cumgtance, the nlalin renilng of Statute law, and he recommends that this
Infomatlion we onveved to the Menn nites In Russia," According to this
nterpretation, the Order in Gunell dia rot exclude the other hranchres of
tre Non-resistant Charches, If they arc excludcd 1t has been by the rccen
Act, and formcre privileges were thus cancelled and rclldous liberty swept
awgy. There may have becn a nisintecrpretation of the Act axd a nisunder-
standng of 1ts provisions for all non-reslistant paple, which latte»
conditl on we nrefor to belleve 1s true.
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