. ®ight be knomm, 1n case the Jowemmmens gents the hened fop exenotion -

s

: W, m“rlonwmyggof‘pﬁ.arig ‘

- HE T0--1%,

into service men fron 12 %0 22. On & serarate sheet I an somplying with
rour regrost for sthe names of Blshops and ¥inlsturs whe will be resnong ble i
20 slgr ecrtiflcates of maberskhly for any of our young men,

Since the Puoent advies to the Distriot Reglotrars toh Werronites are |
consldened an excepted from the M 8.4, w¢ have Instracted our youry nen 7
o were vroviously calied and shose elalng had beon eanecléd by the Ceder /
in Codnell, th .t Shey sheuld present Shelr Church cortificutes when ocalled |
and seclre thelr exempilons, %e acsc pleased o atate tht thelr clalng have ]
thus far been honored, ¥e have alsc instrmete she young rmen, who are NeBl-
bers,sf~a that under the Excentioms accoried us, they need not roglster
under the Onder 1= Coumell., But, in euse they are approashed as defiulters
under the Act, that shey shouid vresent thelr ¥Wembersh iy Certificaien aw
evidence it they have the rlght %0 alale exenpnd on fron servios, We have
been eareful to grant eertificntes only to t ose who are actual nasbers In | |
good standivg, We have Ingtaueted them %o Resp thelr Chureh Gortificutes
gimatantly It thely possession as evidence to any whe might approash them
for reouans for not being In service, If this 1s net in accomd with your
afrungenents, slease let ne know, 8o that we will be able t¢ cemply with
the sume, e hod hoped that full msecognition would be necordcd an under e
Exccotions for Nennenitea,

As te the uestion ef adherents, we daslpee tht all that can possinle
be done to grant rellef would be In opder, sinee cur wung NeOple arc j
strongly persiaded conecming the neinelplen of our fultk altheugh not ‘
flerbers af the fhech, Could they mot be asalgned for non-gembatant ser loe ||
in Camada, 1f not exempted, £

Mg anything beon done for the rellef of our Tunker heethron? Sove of |
thet are hroady laselsoned for mfising to acoept nilitary seovioe, ’

Thanking you for sest fuvors, I an,

Most greiefully,®
.md. 30’.@“5‘.’1@.
» For the Coemlstoc. ,
™e follwing 118 of nares was sent, of persons who wou!d slgn wnlr-i :
fensen of Hepberahis,

Merminites, - Glahons, Jonas fntder, Abrur Singerlekr, Manasser Mallimas "
S.F.Cortman; Acuing Blahon, L.J.Barkholders Avpeinted sy Coo-ittee, Johm
Saseho, areleh, : :

Bhehops, Freoman Rlttembonse, dara L. Marbin, and Minloters, Thos. Recsog
jgh Vemmonlite, Bishops, Danlel H.otelnman, Chelotiss Zehr, Danlel 3.

aholas m

o

1
3
]
§

Jutel, 1 ziger, ::;m J. Buepfer, Joseph W.Ruepfer, Jaceb Liehty,
Mermonite B %gﬂ 1o _Ghrist, - Slders Besgel Soudle, C.F.Gc0d, Winlet- | |
ers appolvited by fesxnoe Lo slym cermifliontes,« li.”;;eimr. J.%0lwell, |
'oMg I.ﬁM&dﬁlh P. Cober, 8. Gmém, He ﬂmriﬁgtﬂﬂ, F’LRQ’“" AJ
Gooding,J.N.Kitehing, B.mer Moyer, ¥, N, Schwals, E.velvenplper, ¢.1.58inden,
Ted s i%0Mn, AS.Bardar, W.Yabes, ¥V.J,.Lehngn,
1 ddd/ alse appended the nwes of the "Tankes “sethper, 80 that they

Blders, Asa Dearss, Jokn lder, D.W.telscy ¥inilgters, Fred glilots, Jorn
AJNlgh, Silnen Cober, :
T™e adiscones were civen alse, snd the mogetion that the 1lst aighs
be ehunged or added to as cecanlon mishi requles, and sugeeating thot
aathentio liste from Cenfomence Moo #is sizht be flled with dhe Oowve moent |
for mforcnac. I luve sent the 11st of our @nference ond would sasecst shy |
Gther Conforence 90 20 as far as rosatble, : o\ /
Trasting that these steps wlil meet your coproval and 3k & $019 Poe
#0rt will be used and noet publicly advertised, 18, P g

i SR v -
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Vireland Ont., May 20, 1918.
Hon. F. 8. Scott, M.P.
House of Comons,
Oauxlt:d, O.v;t:.

Dear Sir:-
Your fuvor of the Itk May, recelved and noted with pleasurc,

We wish to thank you for the interest vou have taken on behalf of our
peonle and for the Muccessful arrangenent with the Govemnent regarding te
exennt lon of menbers of our Churches from the recent Order ir Gunél calllimy
into scrvice nen fron 19 %0 83. On a scparatée sheet I an omplyling with
vour rcguest for the naies of Bighons or ninisters who will be resnonsible
to sign ccetificates of membershin for any of our young men.

Sine tre recent advice to the Dlstrict Reglstrars that the Mennonites
are consldercd as excepted from the M.S.A. we have Instructed our yong men

who were nreviously called and whose clalms were cancelled by the Qrder

in Councll, that they should vresent thclr Church Certificates when called
and secure thelr gExemptlons. We are pleased to state that thelr clalmg
have thus far been honored. We have also 1ust mieted the yvoung men, who are
membe #3, that under the Exceptions accorded us,that they need not register
undcr trhe Ordcr In Councll., But, in cuse they arc annroached as defaulters
under the Act, that they should nresent thelr WMembership Certificates as
¢vidence that they have the right to clalm exenpilion from scevice. We have
been carcful to grant ecertlficutes only to $hose wre are actual members in
good standing., We have instructed them toc keep thelr Church Certificates
conatantly in thelr posscaslon as evlidence to any who might approack them
for reasons for not belng in service. If this 18 not in accord with your
arrangeents, nleasce let nme know, ® that we will be able Lo conplye with
the sane. .e had roped that full recognition would be accorded as as under
the Excentions for Menrnonitus,

A3 t0o trhe question of adkerents, we deslre that all that can vossibly
be done to grant rclief would be in order, since our young ponlc are
J?“O“”‘" persuaded onecrmiing the nrinciples of ocur falth, altrough not
merbera of the Church, Could they not be asslgned for non-combatant scrvice
in C:mur‘:z, if not cxgmnted? :

Has anything been done for the rellef of our Munker brethren? Sone are
alrcady imprisoned for refusing to accept nilitary service.

Tranking vou for nast favors, I am,

Most p“qucfﬂt'"
For the Conmittee.
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Names of Bishops and Ministers of the Mennonlte and Amigsh
Mennonlite Churches, Authorized to Sign Certificates
of Membershlin, for Exemptlon Clalms.

PETRER, - | . (p oy s

Blshop Jonas Shyder, Waterloo Ont. 7 o - o -
¥ J i 47 4 &
Blshon Abrum Gingrich Elmira Ont. e’ e

Bisrop Manausser Hallman, Petorsourg, Ont. : /
Acting Bisrop, L. J. Burkholder, Markham Ont. '
8. F. Coffman, Vineland Ont, Blshop.

John Gaascho, Zurich Ont. Minlstcr, apnointed by Committee.

Frecman Rlttcnhouse, Minlster, Dunville Ont.,Blshop,
Thomas Reesor, Plckering Ont. Ministor,

ont. Blskobn.

Ezra L. Martin, St.Jac

G
o
&
L

Amish Mennonite.
Bishon DanlelnSteinman, Baden Ont.
Bigrop ChristalngZehr, Wellesley,Ont.
3l shop NDantel 8. Mutsi, Tavi .a.,w(‘V ont.
ishon Nicrolas Kafzliger, Brunner Ong

R

shop John J. Kuepfer, Briunner Ont.
Biaron Josevr W. Kaenfer, Milverton Ont.
Bisrop Jacob Lichty s -Helliesley ont.

Menror1€¢ Tacthren in Chelat,
Elder Samuel Goudie, Stouffville Ont.
Blder €. K. ‘}uf.f:\.,, Kiscrhener Ont.

Ministers authorized by Conference
M. ‘:*hrkt,", h‘»:mk!ur‘-, ont.
J. Bolwell, Edgely Ons.
W. Brown, Kitchener, Ont.
I Brabacher, Elmwood.
P. Cober, Maryboro Ont.
S. Cressnny, Breslau Ont.
R ELl%hc "’.'.f‘:..()?"., Lion's Head Ont.
H.R.Frey, Sunnidale Ont.
A.T.Gocdlng, Stayner Ont.
N.Kitching,
i8] Brunswick Ave., Toronto.
Elmer Mover, AfIncr wWést,ont.
i, H.Bchwaln, New Dundce Onb.
E. Slevenplper, Stouffville Ont.
C.I.81inder, Dundalk Ont.
D.J.Stoma, Hesveler Ont.
A.GC.Warder, Collingwood Ont
¥. Yates, lLong Bay Ont.
F.J.Lehmn; 11'( land ont.

’

LA
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: Vineland Ont., ‘May 81, 1918

Your letter rccelved vesterduy evening. And you
rave- l1ikely recddved the report of the de cision of Sre Mititia Council at

Ottawa wrlch was malled vou . This Informatlion may help as regards the
qiestions-asked ohce:ming our exemption and oup néed of rogistoring. 1% noy
be that the Ootermnent will requlnse our brethren who are mtnetecn to
pegistor, but wlli grant the éxention on acount of thelr belRz mobers of &
the Mennonite Crhriuch, Thell Crurch ceriificates sholild be sent with treln
nanes when the rcenort 0 the Reglstrears, If thege arc requircd to register,

€
T %11 1ikéy precelve word Frorm Qitowa. in a dm of two In »eply L0 BY qUGP -~
ion : !

. -] b
oY about registering, and wil

b \ % % &1 2o -4 g 3 . ! ‘-' - = . -
™ sokline over the forn of the afflidavis whier vou sent I #na st

the condltions avre better than sone formy that 1 - have seen. You are rod

rc @il bedto nroniase to defend the nereison of the King. Tre catr fom should
be ¢r5ircly st leken ‘ous. That 13 the vhrade, "Swear by Almnighty God,"

s 8 g Wty 3 e AN A Ry S R o ~ L5 T = i
should be entircly stricken out and In nlace -tre WalEmpReffim." The las

pErage, "50 edip me Gad,* 18 not out of order. In ‘.i""f,‘ “‘3,. 1 whick you .3ef%
you are $o be -falthful and bear true allegleance o tre King., Tris is
wahat we¢ do in any country. When you rave-beoone & clitlizen you will be
all wed trie nrivllepes of cltizenalin ard ogne of “he onditions 15 that vou

will bg ullpwed to have religlous freedon, The Govermment is grating 48
1

rave that privileke in Caniada,

i
e
I
‘
53

it we need to” ontinue 1n peaver sht the Lord may glveus mércy undes
condliong, We need Lo noove falihful to God and to eachotbe 40 the
best of oy vowerd. We ‘are glad for the vrivilege of relping cach-otbed, a
and what 1 rave beer ‘able t0 do to bely you and the brehren there has deed ]
gladly and freely done. Uvder the blessing of the Lord 1t is all provided
for anf I 40 not ask ny further romneration, Pleac nccept 1t ad fon the
Lord ard in His nave. : '
g We feel thankful for your nravers and encouragernent in the work, May
he ever Bless you uad the brotie rhood the re. :
: Yours 1n Him,
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Bonse of Conumans

OTTAWA

May 21st, 1918.

Reve. S. Fo COffman,
Vineland, Ont.

Pear Mr. Coffman:

I am in receipt of your letter of
the 20th instant with list enclosed which I have
handed to the proper authorities.

I would be obliged if you would secure
for me a simllar list of the Tunkers and I wil!l
endeavour to have thier members included with
the others.

I believe that the instructions which
you have given to your young men will cover the
situetion. If anything different develops, Kindly
let me knowe T would also be obliged if you would
give me a list of specific cases where Tunkers have
been imprisoned or where they have been forced
into Military Service and I will have the question
looked into.

Yours very truly,

FSS/MHS.,

N ¢ P 1Y 4 / : =
o !’/ /f// 1t /A-"lv'\y' //’ v A ¢ /"
; - 1 :
s ’ 7"%“-" ‘32‘*/'" ngf’r‘j‘ (:’< f" t ;," L /’;/
o5 oK . & > 3 “
, J E
{ - i s
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Vineland ow.; May 223 191°,
Jacocb R. Bender,
Tavistock Ont. 3

Dear Brother:- Breeting. :
Your_ tclegran recelved today, asking re Lo ome to
=LOondn and stutlng when., I rcplled after thinking over matters ad after
reading a lettcr fo Hon. F. 8. Scott, who has bocn taking chagge of the
Exenitolon matters for us at Ottawa. In ny wire to pu I sald., "Have wlred
ottawa., Could do nothing by coming. ‘Hoveful. Writing.” T had sent a #ire
to Ottawo a3 folows. "Two Amish nembers imprésoncd at London. Had sent
ebptirtcates.” s
Mr Scott wrote me on the 20th, the letter reccived today, stating that

the Instructions which’ I had gmvcr about sending certificates and not -
reporting’ und not reglstering was almight and according te the pluan Wich
they rad made for the esenmption of our brethren. You have the instmictiona
whlcv e 1°C mi‘cd sccently. I wuld have been gald to ome 56 Londen nd to
have glyen any relyp that could have been glven, buy, since I m not a mil-
itary of ¢icor above theé Comnand . ng Pfflewer there, 1t would haye been useles
for me Lo<try to pesuade therm as has been nroven 30 often.. They will not
listen to arguments aftcr they rawve nen under arrest, It requircs ordes
from hisher offlicecrs, and hence I at once wlred Ottawa nd the mattcr will
be placed in the hunds of the Miiltary Authorltles at Ottawa md they will

end instructions at once. I hone thut before thia rcaches you the breth-
ren will have becen releascd and on thelr way home rejoleing in thelr de-
liverance. I fear that others will huve to m:ss through the experlence of
being gubjectcd to grreast, These are trulng tines. We must nke up our

minds to bear some 03\4}0 afflictions that come to all men, in thkecue days.

I know tht 1t 13 a hasdghing 50 be looked unon as @ nelgoner, but there Ls
nt dlsgrace in "duffcring wrongfully.® ‘ ' \

. Tell tre brethren that all who are of nilitary age should have thelr
Chaeceh Cestiflcutes with them,all of the time. Perhaps pu hag instructions
%0 scnd a''list of al! of your nCﬁbcrs wro are aged 18 to 34 years to the
Ooritarlo Reglstrar at Toronto. Broihcr L. J. Burkholdcr has sent the instmu-
ctons fo at least wmne of the Ml"‘s,c*s. The Ontiario Offlcers wuld 1ike %o
hdave such hanes sent, by the ministers of tre ‘various on gregatons o that
they wuld know who are our nemnbers and ‘counld grint exemntion to them and
detect any false revecscntations of those who would try to get exenpplon!
by fraundd ;

I tMust that there will be no 111 feellng on acmunt of ny not conlng
/%0 meet, you at London. T thoupght this to be the wlsest course to pursue.
In case™I should be necded, I will be glad to ome.
. Ali'well & 4 busy, :
Yours in falth,

i
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Vineluand ont., May 22, 1918,
Hon. F. 8. Scott; M. P.
House of Commona
shawa Ont.

Your lettcr Of the 80th Inst. reccived. Am glad to learn of
the roneful out-look for our nenle and for the Tunkers brethren especlally,

I wired you to-day, " Two Anish members under arrest at London. Had
sent certificatcs.” It seems thut the Lomh‘ Tribunal had granted exenntion
to Mennonite brethren who had annlied for etemntlon upon belng called. Thee
two brethocn had sent In thelr certiflicates when called but did not resvond
in peron. Some time ago, a merber of the Anlsk chach had been arrested and.
taken 1o London nd was detained in prison there for thrce wee ks, nd then
rcelad@sed without any cetsificute o2 other docunstary evidaoce of his rele .sc
Ther¢ scems L0 be zone Lrregularity about procecdures tbeee. I can assure
you *Mr any of tre cases thre who annly under the signatures of th ¢
Bighops or mi* ‘sters are w rthy of regpnition.
The ministers of the young men in question asked me %o mcet thert in
London.'TI replicd that Icnam go nothing by coning, &nce I have no author-
ity fron the Covernment, and have noevidence save the correspondence wilk
nembe £3 of the Gove s_~r:mcr.t. on the question. The authoritics at these places
have notlce of nrodecdure from thé Head-quartcrs at Ottawa, md should
know what course to pursue In any case. There has been no cascd of ay be i
refused at Toronto, when the proner course was taken Lo clain excnption.
A few cases apnlled for exemntion in peraen, and not with certifica-es ,
and were refuged., ™ose who apnlled with  cdrtificat s have 30 far been
honored. I trust fhat sthe cases at London havc been favorably enbddercd,
Trere 13 only one case of a manber of the Tunker Church that I m awre of

at nrescnt thut, is under arrist. That is the cme, concern ing which I
wired nd later wrote to Hon J. A. Calder,-the saec of Brnest:Swalm, at
Hamilton, Scott 8&. Barracks. 'If Im not nistaken he 13 stlll detalned
there. BSeveral other cases of tie Tunkers were ordened to rencrt there ndg
were glven two weeks leave of absence. Thelr time 1s abgut exvired and they
will then be obliged to revort and, unless eme steps are taken to nrevod
it trey will also be aubjeotcd to the sune treatment accorded Mr. Swalm,
The bovs will be obliced to mf‘ase to put on theunifom oand to do ay
military scrvice. It grieves us that we ruve come in conflict wit:h our
fove mment in these mattcrs, But we cannot be untrue to the profession of
our falth before our God b

Tt \4“1(1“g you galy for- your coun cil and your muek an reclared instsuctl ng
and assistance 17/ these time of stress. I @, ; -

Most respeetfully, Yours,

Ny -

.
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C. LEssLIE WILSON,
ONTARIO REGISTRAR

A. F. BARR,

H. E. MACHELL,
ASSISTANT REGISTRARS

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH

OFFICE OF ONTARIO REGISTRAR

UNDER MILITARY SERVICE ACT

BoARD OF TRADE BUILDING

TORONTO, May 23rd,1918

ONTARIO

8. F. Coffmen, Esq.,

Pastor of Mennonite Churech,
VINELAND, Ontario.

Dear Sir;

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of the 22nd, inst, furnishing me with names
of the male Members of your Congregation between
the ages of 18 end 34 inclusive, for which I thank
you.

Yours truly,

'”M‘",’I""4—‘
b A"

ONTARIO REGISTRAR.

Per. ﬂ % Zg/f{,éb

GAE~-M. Assistant Registggr.
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Bomse of @ommoses

OTTAWA

May 23rd, 1918.

Rev. S. F. Coffman,
Vineland, Ont.

Dear Mr. Coffman:

I have vour telegram of the
oond instant, advising me that two Amish
members ars under arrest in London. I am sure thet
the arramg ements which I mede with the Department
have not yet been put into operation, in fact, 1t
was only yesterday that the department received
the 1list which you sent me.

I have today taken up with the Department
the case of the arrest of these two young men and
they have promised to arrange for their releasge and
no doubt it will go into effect in a day or two. Just
as soon as arrangements have been completed with the
District Commanding Officers, I do not anticipate
that they will have any further trouble in this regard,

I expect to leave for home on Friday
and if there is anything further that presents itself
after this week, if you will address me at Gglt,
T will see that it is attended to.

1 am,

Vours very truly
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Vineland tnk., May 24, 1919,
Hon. F. 8. 8cows, M, P,
House of Comnons,
Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Sip: :
Afser weiting vou on the 22ndy HOre infomas ion cwie Lo hand,

As an evidence trhat sonme instructions are belng followed py the avul orltien
at leass i» Toronto, I recclived o letier fmum the Reglstrar t/al .M: de -
glrad the n@es of nale nebers of our congregations from the sges of

18 to 84 irnclusive. Instructl ns word alse sgnt cut thas iha Crurch
menbek'n certiflicates should show oW Hx"' they were nembors,

On the othee hand, I recelved a letter 7ros a parLy in warkharm who
i a pergona! felend of the Son., N, W, '\(,:‘g.,.’ , and who has had one corres-
pndence with hin sogurding exemniion, that ?H Torante Tribuanl has
statcd tht all exenptions arce acin cuncelled and that the cases arc belng

brought befos Chlef Justlce Duff for declslon, I was under the lmprgossion
that these maticrs have beon scettled a munber of tines, yot, 1% 3he Jove-
ernnent chooses to rehear ocur ples und severse thelr declislons 1t 13 thelr
rivileége %0 do 86, At the presgent tine thery are a murber of ALLforent
d¢clslons regrading our penle. Sone arc exemmbed and ‘c.m thelr excnnion
gortiflcatos, Sone arc a-alting doclisions aid certificases of excantion,
Cthees have bean refused exemptlions and gome are In ;}'-«;, guard house 1In
barvacks with military units. It 1a evident that thare bas been nmo unifom
troatrent of our clalns now, -Mmick the sune o ndlition that existed under %
the avsten of exemptions under the M.5.A., We arc still anxlously awalting
the permanent declsion of the Govermment regacdlng the non-resistant
Churetes. The nemorial contenplated by the Non-Rosistunt Relle! Organiza-
tion in recognlition of religlous liberty in Canada, 1s now at & stand-gtill
gue porle arcanxions to do soneiling through the agency of the Goveormmegnt
to ald In i work, but can kardly be exnecticd to menorlalize wht they

do =0t enjoy.

The naes of the Tunker ninistoers were forwarded witk the 1llst of the
Mentonite Minlsters, A Conference list will bem$led you shortly. There arc
thece Tunker boys In the Exh l.bit.*m cm P at Torontoe, WO are in the guaprd
house or detalned as prisgéners owlng to refusal to s¢rve irn the amy.
Crharles Wrelight, Wellaund »ort Ont., Je.l.nc.r,' L. Bteckley, Gomlecy Ont., and
John H, Helsc, Rlekmond Hill Ont, Two more are C’rmo,tm* to rport at
Toronto toduy, and thev willl 1ltkely be accerded the sanc eonaldermtlon,
Elmer ¥, Slder, Parry Station Ont., and Willlan Charlton, Parey Station
Ont., both belng members for sone tine.

T™he Chictf Justlee hasz all of the Corrcapotidence with the Jovesnnen?
¥p %0 the time of our delegation meeting vou In Otiawik. S8ince tren we have
had cémmunication witk the Prine Minlster, the Hon, N, W, Rowell, the
Hor. Mr, Calder and voursclf. Any fuether evidence that we ruy furmlsh o
»ive assistance in declding the status of cur noonle W ll be gladly elven
¥e are almoat in the sune nu'sl%.hm today as were our Ruasian Beethoon
when the asked for and recelved religlous llberty in Cakada, and we feol
trat Canada will entinue to allow us to worahlp cur God and fdolow the
Teach ings of our Zaviour in peuce. e

Most reapecifully,

For tre Committec.

P

T I P L N | 1
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Vinelund Ont,, May 24, 1918
TIO“'- .Fo ;‘q f‘““v'»l’?J:' ?ﬁg Pc

oy - o~
:\Ll w O':U-

Dear Sif; .

Aftcr malling vou a letter, on this date, to Ottawa I recéved
vyours of the 22nd Inat. stating that trhe situatlon conceming trhe excmp-
tion of cur nenle wouid prove satisfactdr, &mce the Comnundng Offlces
had no vet rocelved thelr Instructions. We are Indeed grateful to gu for
your intcrevention on our behalf, 4

A nea: sage precclved today from the Tavistock dlstclct sa¥s that thre
are now four of %rhe Anisk brethiren in detentmntion at London, having had
the anifoms forced unon the The ngnes arc, aniel Brenrnaman, William
Brennanan , HenPy Roth, and Sirwo'": Rotk. ;

ot ¥ ¢*

\
citizen of ontard o, was working in Michigan ad was
¢d to r:..;jl'.;tx.r' thec. He later r(.t.m'z't.;.l home and wus regliste dd here
Ining Biscxamviion as a rnerber of the Amish Chech, He lately mict ved
N ui ce to repors for service . in Mickingan and nrocecded tbre with hias
gévélecnces of candiun cltigzenahly to get rolese fom servlice thepc., He waa
stopned  at the 17Mie and taken inmmedlutely to London and foregd inte
uniform, athough he ras refused to take any nart in drelll, *

r"‘
r-‘-t
-
.

>
o
Py
)
cr
-
v
:
s
2

Ve arc cdd for tre favorable outlook and belleve that cverything that
can be done willl be dw‘”.(; for our rclaese, It necans more than we can tell
to feel that we arc frec to w.rahiy as we fecl that we should In kecping
tre cormadmants of our Lord,

A
Fina gncioncd o woy oFf olrcllar letticr agnt to our ninlsters.
Agaln thanking you for your wmany favors, I an,







' : 77 )91 L
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Vineland On May 28

I

cr
°

I. 8. Rosbgrger
tuc masey, Sask
Dear Brothgr:- Grecting
Your éttcr Lo hand and nored. o

Tere has been bno declded change in the military ondit!

un $6 the

’

present time, I sent vou a clralar le “ter this week. ¢« The situation 6s
explincd tbre. It scems that 1n the West the Tribynals are governed by

what 13 done wisth the Rudglan brethren, and oy the prescnt dcelsions of
the Goveonrent we are a :.‘r_;c..".y held under thé aang condltions putl a 1ittle
moere is re¢ qli:'(.ai of us t0 gei our exemvilon. 7ive all of the brethsen

C hurel Certificates, but be carcfuly to piut df‘vm the date of thelr belng
reccived a: 1;(,0\ 3. Those £ron the Bass may apnly o -the Chaclh: to whichk
the 'r)f‘v_l\).".;i: vieler corsificates, Théy necd not rogister at allb Af

( y ( V'
arc neoces and rold oc rvifiostcs

. There has beel Mo deeisia :'u':vv"l"‘.f
mivor mon3, and nothls definite. for those who arg men dbers of rnennonit
s

+ 8.

famllées and not meébbers of the Clurch, The Govesnnont 13 comaldscsing thi
qusctior at proscht. 80, thosc who are not mebory must all reglister, and
1f avering 13 declded In thelr favor they wlll ba exmnted, %

egardine the reglstering for labopr, we willi be obllzed to ‘geglutcrs thea
sgarc as the otrour cltizens, Wis will not obligatd us For military scovd

Our Conference had takeh no action soward recognizing fthe Govarinegntd

for cuf ¢xeénnionas. This was taker up by the nons-rcalstant Croches he?
trcougk -a Cormltiee. T™heé varlous breanches of the Menn '3 A (‘}“‘ roh 32

b g A Nod .

i this committee and also the Tunker Chweh. Nosth d:" 1 has boen done 43 yet
‘gince mwe hve been walilng om Sre vevermments decls 1”“ :?cgw"i.'?g: LGUP CXCRD
As scon a3 W73 1s declded we willl b. ready to take up gont "Ibutlong and
3 it 15 voery npobuble: thut the Carches &n phe West wlll Tuve an” opnortunity
of contributing ulos. : § _
Our Caifercnce nects bhls coming woeek and some of thisc matte s will be
onaidered thre. Would be gald to have arne of you witkh us, » Pruy for us
yduring dredd: Conference Xesaslona. . :
Regat 35 10 the
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Asu Bearass, :
Ridocway Ont. , :
Dear Brothri:- CGroeeting. ; )
‘ Your letter recelived in due tine. I have slnce ’

Mennonite Archives of Ontario

o L
cr with inatrucsdions and information eneceming the
3 -~ 1 2 O o . - » &
vy Biveog 1 g '}'l P PN NY, © )'\"‘-i, } o o WULALL T .“ "
the ins’ reticnma have been forwarded 50 w11 of the 0filocées CGornnading thb
3 1 : . + 3 . g 53 ey axp b} ¢
Militavry Digtricts arnd tht they "wlll grant eXenptlor o trose wko whold
certiflcatcs £ron the Mennonite Church. He sald recently thut he was tak iy
0o the claing of the Tunke® Crurch and thought that thier cluimg would be B

had Dear yary

3 3
be will rave evidence as e what is foling on.

~
.
Brothér John Sldce, Blahen, 0f "Marshville

Sider, Wo 13 one of your preth™e who. wasg eu
8ce ne tris wedk, They told me of aonec of e
ana I sent.on tre dnfomation to Me. Booll.
one ravine to suffor rcliglious neraccusion ?
thcac are the .geolavoira " times. He necd Lo bo

Wec Yone for betier % Pinga to comec and

be Falitrful unsil He conmes. .

\ o
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CANADA POST CARD

THE ADDRESS TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE

JUBILEE OF CONFEDERATION

CANADA
1867 1917
Provinces 4 9
Area (Sq. M.) 540,000 3,729,665
Population 3,600,000 7,600,000
Railways (Miles) 2,250 35,500
Grains (Bu.) 65,000,000 1,000,000,000
Postage Stamps Issued $669,000 $23,000,000
Forestry * 34,000,000 175,000,0C0
Mines #, 8,000, 137,000,000
Fisheries 6,000,000 31,000,000
Manufactures 50,000.000 1,300,000,000
Foreign Trade 114,000,000  1,996,000,000

Since 1901 the total value of field erops has
risen from $195,000,000. to $841,000,000.
The total value of live stock, in same period,
from $268,000,000. to over $800,000,000.
Exportable surplus of agricultural products:—
1868-70— $13,000,000
1916-17—$480,000,000.
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Vinecland ont., May 25, 1918, £
o3cs Hoover, Sclkirk, Ont.
Dear OErer: arecting.,
Your letter came to hand in due timc., I was very
x
anxious to Enow the artlicdilars concemming the Lwo yourg nen No made aplis
catler S0 U 1% with the Chgck. It would all denend on tielr notives in
conivie 1nto the Charch at the vriscnt tlng as Lo whethe? we wounlad be
;o Jaasiried, unde e oup prescnt arrangoenents with the Governngnt |, In azgentiy
them as penbe fs. We Xnow that Sho gove mnent will recogplize:all nobe s in
good ?'5(1 niing and will honoe thele clulng for exempiton fron hilltary
‘serviec. Bul V,i any ghould conmne 1nto the Ghurek naw, and: if thcy had nok
previciasly been asseglated Mlih the Church elther a3 ens of Mennonlg
DATEDTS Or a3 ™ d'.\l\ attendunss, t would Ao the o oG L0 ioln the
Paigon po f‘“‘ as elaining exemntion 13 conwerned, for the Officsrs-would o
reaveet thoir claiRs, We coild honor thele sinecre eonvictions und ask for
thcir exgrnt fon if they are LMily onversed.and Virove. that trey asc smccle
in Sreir falth, BUt the Governrent would insis 1n . t¥elr proving a longes
mebecdhlo and wald gaestlion thelr oning to us for menbeshlp aftes they
had been called Lo the colorz, :
1 an abey trhat these ondilions exieat. I belleve thi thelr rMothcr wWa

once & nenbo e of our Churck., I do not know that she has vondldered rors lf
¢ o mémber at tre preaent tlie. Trhésc things wuld be wanat tre¢ boys.
In caze thHe boys are 1n darnest 1n thelr 'deslre to be paptised ana

fvea; into the Chardh You had botter asttend 201t for thch, It would W
be thele nelvilege to stand true 0 the ‘falth as far as they can. We do
rot wish to dony any the neiviles £ obrl tlan Fellawarlip. They: ould then
réno und take theler asuand and .rn(;_—(;r‘..sL,quc.7:o(,,s nd would bhave Lo abldge
by the declstons of the Governmant. All cesctiflcates oL are signed for
our rierbers Now will bave Lo benr the daté: of shéelr bantlam,

Vil

the nerivilege of

T wbll pive
satisfactorily as
.

arrage natww . rs sat
the exlsting conditions, Thomas
ng Of oonle In Markhan,

-t )
uniform rcecived nemmlsagion
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Clerk of the Privy Councll,
)« 1w b
(OIS 11 Q1 ' 1 1, Ui »

Pleasc send to me, 1f " |
€ "0 G §\~ C oy ‘31 o f A1 3 4 1 ¢ i 1 ’
11 of Deccrber Bth, 1808, otk o ,
tary Seevice Ach, 1917,
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Virelund Ont., May 25, 1918.
Frcd M, Snyvder,
Watcrlioo Ont.,
R.R, #1. :

Dear Broster Fred:- Greobting in the name of our Master,

Your letter reclved and mobc. The lnstricilons whilck were 3¢t to
our ninlsters were for Mennonlites. Thouse thut you road in thep nupe £33 wWere
&8 :
£or bisl who awe called to.vc soldlers., We Bve consldercd curgclves ag -
ewﬁ:cp 2ions to the Act &nd Orders in ouncil and the Goveenmens has now
cornaldered us L0 b mich, On account of that; we ar¢ asking cur DUFE3I nNOL
to repiste, since those who are not undqr the law arse not boand by 1t,

/ . 2 - . 3 ] 3 X 3
You. nay bo avnreached dy off fcers and asked why vyou are not in servéc.

At zach a tineg vou 8rould have with «vou youp ¢l arch cribe pah in cersificaste
a3 ewvldence th you »(1:’(,. not requleed Lo do ntllitary! scevie. The O0fflced
gomranding In a1l of the Military Distrlets will have Instructlions %o
excmmy, &ll‘HCPDLPS of the Menngnise Church, In cage you arc arrested far
viot PER Lave ning, vour Broof thatb yoabaﬂﬁ a PCprPSOf the churel wil!

rclieve you. I\f vou reglater you will have the 13(15""(‘, thing t0 . pergra, and
will likely be avsested then for reporiing anf rot doing milltoary scoviecy

A : / : i \ g

It 13 as g_iraaai as l'o:",g,' and we orefos not 1o »:Q(y‘:'t for nid‘i?u:,‘y g¢c wice she

that act 18 nopt compatdple with our falth, ' ' :
(&5 £

@
(@]
&
G

We will be reqdired o regisicr for the enrollment of luvor,, This
rot txmitse involve us in nilitary scrvice,

Hépe all asc Wwell. Regards to tro fanily,

Yours: In fauth 0






