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Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Vingland ont,., June 12, 1618,
Jokn R, Ebcrsole, -
Milveton, Ont. .

A -
Dear Brotler:®MUrceting.
After vou had vhoned mé& I had Inténded wrlting

ence bhut so-nany otrer denandg werc nade o nyg tirie wilth visits and calls
gonccmMming  the oxemntlion question tht It way not nosiaibie to get at

flrat ODpOrtunLY to tell vou thét thre has been 1o other

)
-
g
c®
g
-
<
Ll
-
&

arrsangengnt conecuing thae reglstrering of Lthe ‘boys of nilnetéen. I had told

Mr, Bcois through whoh we have nade arrangenents with the dovermnent thas
Gur boysd would not register, but would keen thir churer cersificates in .

cae .they were apdroacked for not reglatering and sthat the eertifieate

would be siver as evidonce sthaht Shey were 10 be exXenpy fron - nilisare
gervice, There has beé€n no further instmaations fron 0Lsar A regarding
G A -

.

tyils question., : : : :
1 an gdd to d¢um that the boys Frave been veleascd for e oan voat
London, May -God F)c.; nraladd for the rdlics trhat He has glven us 17 'this

tine of arial, ‘ i
\ ~

o

I Guse any of the others are ocalled Lo AnVeEr or reoort to ‘,"‘(y Lhe -

districs kouddparsers, “let shen prescut thelp cest i flonte of meborsiln op

adre rence, signed oy the ninlater and blghon of She congregation, %o i}c

Dist et Cormman: Iing offlcee und they wlll recelve liberty at onac. Thi:

tre 1".‘stt'~u...iu from Wr, Welcrel, The Officcr at London i3 Col . Jokr
Yourigs, 'Oc C. lat Depct Buttallen, Lendor, Ong,

R( "m.-'d"‘ g the :_"t,glzst,uz'l".g: 0f the nineteen vear old bova, 1 eallcd up

_ Mr Scott, "-.P. at Galt this evening, He 18 mot ecrtaln as to cur NOS “,1 Gn
~ -ir 'Bls mattcrs, and wili.take 1¢ un at onee and penort Yo ne LoMorrow £0roBe |
noon, 1 wil! adviec all b3 soon as T leamn dofinite ly‘ abocut Lt, For the ;
mthr>£;wgz' olll all wilihave to r¢glstcer on the Send of Junc. Somg have |
felt that we caght not o roglstir for $his ag 1t 13 suonosed L0 be an ata 3
to the:military sérviae, but, the vinasy mirnese 8. % increase the vro- .
\ ducuim“ of tre Country, and none are obliced to do anv work that 1igs .".'ot. H
pgrecavle to trelr falth, : ki ‘

/ o
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JeR.EB.~ June 12.-8.

Regarding the renort of the Central anneal Judge, I wuld think that ris
declsion was given bofore the argangement was effected with us as it 1is now,
I mould not pay much attentlon to these declzlons at the present time. We
are under sneclal arrangements with the Governmment now and not under the
jurisdletion of the Central Judge as Lo our cxemvniions., As long as the
Govermnent will acknowledge our certiffeates, and grant releae from
miltary service we will be .free from all military service. A3 soon as ay aof
the certificutes are not honored and gur boys are held for nen-combatut sow
vice we will be obliged to conclude that our exmnt ions were fom w nbutunt
service only and our work will require to be earricd on furtre .,

I% 13 my orivate ovinion, that, as soon as Parliuanent moets agin we W¥l
wil! be obliged to rave a sncclal understandlng rcgarding our standing
and rclation witrh the Covermment regarding rilitary servée., I four 3]"':'1'-",
eondlitleo ng are not as satisfactiory as they might be. I Yave =oi ved sceh m
any of the pavers that are beld by the brethren who ase reliescd fron the
onnis, : \ s :

If there 13 any necd to ask for the exim ptiovn of any menbe 8, send the
'ot; rtifloties 4o trhe Offtcor Conmanding , and not to Mr, Welechel. You NAY rop
whe cae %o Mr, Welcrel, but neccd not 3cnd 1. ee rvificate.

I am not sure Yow far our exemmtions arc granted 1n the renort %o Mr,
Weichel, It 13 a ntter which I have ot becn able %0 learm fully, tat will
exXbeet o rear from it more fullv, At nresent we are not rcqulred to' do
any gliltary scrvice snd that i@ the nringinle-tring wit: whiek we ave
contenegd .

Trasting trat we may thngJ i» vraver for ﬁ«xx.uﬂw):rw.tvvirluln and
for thc suffering of tre world, ard praving thut our lives may ~sow nore
-Subnissive to the wili~of fod and our £altr mav orove stedfat , I m,

¥ures, in fatth,

A




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Elmira, Ont., June 128th, 1918,

Rev. 8. F. Coffman,
Vineland, Oht.
Dear Friend:

Greetings.

, You have reason to believe that becsuse you do not
receive prompt answers to your correspondence that your young
friend has dropped out of the propaganda altogether but the fact
is that I am so busy with it that I have neglected to make an
occasional report of my doings to our secretary.

However, Brother Reesor informs me that he reports
regularly to you and as we are working together it would be unee-
essary for me to report. I was pleased to note that you have
turned the adherent question over to us as you seem to have your
hands full with affairs that may concern you more directly then
the adherents of our branch of the Church. I am still more pleased
and thankful that I am able to inform you that the humble efforts
those who have worked in behalf of these adherents have not re-
mained unrewarded. I recelved a report last night that our boys
have returned from London. We ask the brethren to give all honor
and thanks to God for His blessings and try to lead a life that
will make us to some extéent worthy of them.

Brother Reesor paid us a short visit on Sunday and
will likely report all that is occuring from time to time. I am
always pleased to hear from you and wish to extend my sincere
thanks for the way in.which you are keeping us posted. lMay God's
blessings reward your efforts in behalf of our boys.

Yours very truly,

M MW/M ‘

wmwzw- %Wﬁ
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COPY.

Millitary Service Act, 1917,
803350 179/238.
Ser. No. June 13/18, Con. No.

T™1s case had been annealed by the Pub. Representat
ive.
Any letter or statcment that you may desire to lay
before the Central Appeal Judge in refercnce to the
hearing before him of an appeal by you or on your
behalf by the Public Representative concerning
your claim for exemptlon must be attached securely °
to this sheet and sent to the Ontario Registrar,
Toronto, forwitk, by retern nail.

Name ,----- Jacob Darby Watson,

Street and Number, R.R. #1

City or Town -<=-- Vineland Ons%.

notice
Do not fail to attach tre avove to any letie
you may wish to send in sunvort of your Central
Appeal. and address your envelone Lo

CENTRAL APPEAL DEPARTMENT,
Ontario Registrar Under Military Service Act,
TORONTO.
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Virgland Ont., June 13, 19818,

Jacob R. 3cnder,
Tavistock Ont.

Dear - Brothe:- Grecting.
: An (’.Y{«‘Jl("?t‘ g another ¢ircud® letter wkich vou
! ]
will notec rcfors to the reclstoring of the bys of 19 and 80. It secms that

thore wll! be sonme trouble if Srey do not register, and so I culled up

>

Mr Seoit and kad & talk with hin pegarding the stuatieon., He tren took up

11}

the question wlik trhe autll orislies with the advise as endlosed., We: do

f=—

ike the ldea -oij reriste "ing as soldleres, but in thia 'cu:sc, 1813 ouly takip
ing o meshod of getting rellef from the military scrvice. A8 soon a3 any
are a‘?u‘_’x;d Lthey need only ;"»r*c.csr, ny shelr certificutes of members! 1o arnidytre
Peleade will be glven, 1t nay be a long tine 'n,t'.tfm‘(; any of then are ¢allcd,
Your will sce $kat t.'*c"oo.v:s. scnd In Ype Information that thev arc nembers
of tré Mennonlse Crhech; th13 may save then fron being called, but has not

' /
becn Buggsted in the gdviee, from Mr, Scott. It wlill be woreth trying.and

13 not agdinast tre regulations,
R3 to reglastering under.the nan-nower bAl!l, 1t will be perfectly. in
{

order £0r all to register. There will be no ownpuly ry service, and 1t migs

be medl for rose Who cir,to offer to do farm work in eme oiror locality

i 1t 1a found necessary. Ye 4o not want b6 be sc1£ish, 1f the rc arc zro:‘(:_
wro need rely and we are In a nosition to glve '_r,!‘<,.r~ rgln 31?:(:‘6 gur bovs
u~;(; not comnglled Eo leave hone and the countrv an :_:al_di(;r:,z:'

1 rhope trhls will\b(. satlsfactory.

yours v Him,
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Vineland ont., June 13, 1lol8,
« B, Rath,
Tofleld Alberta.
Dear. Brotter:- Grecting.,
: Your letteér recelved and noted./In reply &
would say that, If the privilcge of not registering was granted L0 our
Drethren in the West under the former call for % rvice, the suhe nelvilese
will likely be granted under the wrescnt call. It richs be weli forp :
8¢ song  of tre offielals, or have broshere Soouffc» look into the matter
far you, Our begty ren in the West are lncludcd In the provisiéns £or She
fusslans ‘and have not been nolested. If shis wmndision stlll nrevaills Lheme
havirg all of the dlifilculsty in the Province of

 TERD | [
‘ (SR ¥ | v

12

will b mo troulbe, We arc

Ohtarlo,. but fecl gladd trhat thore 18 some
tration I thirvk that all should reglatecr who are 3elflsh subjects. If veou
42¢ all Al rlocun subjedts ., you are al®s |
Aty service-and noed not re glster,

4 bope $NES gilll olear un tre sltuation t0 some extent. Mav, dod Dless

rellef. For tte mun-powe:s regls

free from the operation 6Ff 4Lhe

ry

you i your dbors for Hin,

Youss 1 faith §
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. [inelund Ont.,, Junme ‘13, 1918,
A, T. GCocdl X
stayrner Ont.
§
"‘( '$‘ ?\:‘( tlhiec Pl
Your letter with refcerence 0 the nembesnin of Howard
:iljwi 3';)(7’:-:_‘«’-{,0 waAs Y« ‘\:(T.‘ 1\",'("(1 o | NOoLE ‘0 )
It will not be necessany £or ton O make out & certificate
:
]
otrerwlae tran according Lo the farm for adre ~cnts 13 was outlined i
the vrevious letter, The time 1inlt for adhgrcents loining the Chuch i3 ;
not Indicated. Tey will be at 1liborty o loin a4t any sime. The only Tint:

‘ )
asked I by the govermment 13 that they have becs cregular atterdants of &
the Churcr nrior to July 84119017, when the Military Scrviec Act was

. ,
Passed, Trhe object in making thls tiné limit 13 on account of preventing
persons who had not nreviocusly boen assoclated wisk the Mernmornite Cruzo)
3 {
£ e r 1 ). ¢ ‘] N v - \ : - + 2 : \
fron Nklng the Cha AN ascpe fron nllisary scrvice., All of cur adherents
: :
’
who road been dssocdicyd wlth the Chuac 1111l D cknowledked a3 at libe oty
X > /
&
Sy . ~ v & TR | o 2 -
tof glve expression to Shele falth by actually foining the Crraeh and takime
the obllgatlon of-malntalning the non-resistunt doetrines of she Chiipet
b Z & /
I an enclosing another clreular letier wh lck gsneuks fore itself. We are
B0 ey tht there 18 vet some Indefinitehess about our relution wish the
f“(’)\’ u\\u*-‘-‘~\*.- s ~ i O =3 v &) -~ T ‘ D
3OV e, ouL 1T apbears Lhal . the GCovormment 13 nxirne an horest cfiost
s Sere Avm oy ) . £ v Wt o whes vl ” A o
20 give Uy relief and for this we should be & arkful %o our Géd a4 Savioug
yours traly : |
: :
]
: ;
] /1
y :
2 g ) f
&% & :'
¢ = by 3 e )
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vt»-l'fd ons. June 138, 1018,

Colonel John Youngs,

0.C

London

l1at D¢

-
Ve

NGt dt?:mll()"‘-,

Slp:

Regarding a reported inter rview with Captain Hindson,
pDistrict Revrescntative, which aprcared in the London Free
Prens, Jun 1llth, conceming cortaln Mennonites advising
theles young nmen not to reglster, pemit me to glve an ex-
plaration.

A Gommittee of the said Chachk has been in touch with
the dovernment, sccking rellef from tbc oneation of the
M.8.A., 1017, and the recent Ordcr in Councll, witk the re-
sulting arrangenent of which you rave Wft;r'ru.,lc;:,

I» a lettcr to the Hon, F. 8. Scoty, M.P., whe was the
seprescntative of the sald Commistee, the followlng statenent
was mde by the Comnittee,” ¥We have alsc instructed the young
mer, who are merbers, that under the excentions a scorded us,
they naed not reglister under the Order in Counclil. But, in
case they are anvroached as defaulters under the Act, nrey
shonld prescnt thelr Membershly Certiflcates as evidence thatb
they have a right to clalm excenptlon fon servict, ~w-vewe-
It thia is not In accord with your arrangerents, please let
me know, s0 that we may be able %o conply #ih the sane,-"

In kis reply she foliowing was sald:- "1 bolleve tht tle
Inst*uotions you rave given to your voung nen wlll cover the
situation. If anvihing different develons, kindly let ne
kntow,®

T™his will account for the advice glyen by Mennenliws to
their» sone,. It 13 not thelr pui te antagenize the Gove ™=
nent. Any difficulslies wiich arise will be consldescd by the
Honi. Mr, Beotht, and Mr, W. 0. Welchel of Waterloo, who also
PEPrC IR e !un—rcsls:a"b reonle In these matiers,

A recent Intcrvicew witk Mr, Scott brings the advice thal
young men of nineteen and twenty should reglstor, and ne
further twuble , we trust,will be found regarding this
nattcre anong ocur nonle.

Yours Respectfully,

For the Comnittee.




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Vireland Ont., June 13, 1918,

L. J. Burkholder,
Markham Ont,.,

Dear Brother:- Greeting, )
Your letter of the 7th Inst. recelved and noted.

I m glad to learn of the improved condltion of Brother Hoover, and trust
that ere this he will be able to be arcund again. All are as well asusual
here, This afternoon Y exvect to leave for Stevensellle and Sherkston,

We expect, the Lord wliling to hold a few meetings vrevicus toc our Comnun<
iion services at Sherkston. We want %0 learn what the prospects will ba to
do some work at Stevensville. Remenber us in prayer.

You will find enclosed herwith a clrcular letter regariing the question
of reglistration. We were trying to ward off this matte, but 1t seems that
the question was ralsed at London and I asked Mr. Scott to make inquiries
and report to me, He called up this morning and the result 1s on the letter
and has been mailed to about all of the Ministers and Béshops of our
non-resistant churches, We will be obliged %o take the best view vossible
of the matter and make use of the reglstration as a means of axolding mili-
tary service whille others use the same metod to engage therein, The Goverm-
ment is bound by 1ts regulations and canrot make otrer vrovision wikout an
act of Parllament, since there is a definite division among them as to the
neaning and application of the Orders in Councll POV S,

‘Perhaps this sheet looks as though my type-writer has Inproved some-
what and I anm sure that T will try and get along wilth 1t as long as vos-
sible. But I anm sure that you would be verfectly welcome to it if I wuld
be 1n ap vosition o dispense with it, 7t has no m&%et value, since 14 1is
badly used up and some parts broken. I have been making a few revpalrs butg
carriot make & new mchine of it, But old and worn out kings last longer
than new ones these days,

There has been no revly from the Government or any of the members con-
ceming the Relief Organization, Tf the Covernmment proves 1ts good falth
by operation our exemption claims as they have promised, it will be right
for us to go ahead with the collection of the furds and then apovroach tre
Government regarding the acceptance of it. By that time those who are
away on their vacations wili have returmed and will be ready to ensider
our proposfitions, The Prime Minister, Predident of the Council,

Sec. of Interior and Minister of Inmigration and Colonization are all absat
and-were on the Cormittec to comsider ocur donation,

Word cume tc me that the Hutterite Brethren have asked for Exemptfon
as a colony if they come to Canada, and have been granted that vrivilege
and rave bot land in Alberta. I have directed a letser making inquiry thm
what sources they havefececived exemption.

If the markham boys are not yet released,- the Helse boys,- follow
the directions rere given, Bro B.W.Helse will no doubt, look into the
question and secure thelr release.

Yours in faith ' i<Z:>
_ ; S)—D f {%{M(c’/bx



—

what sourccs they havegfeeclved exerinilion. /

Mennonite Ar:;hives of Ontario

"
Vineland Ont,., June 13, 1918,
L. J. Burkrolder, t '
Markyan Ont, ' ;
: -

Dear Brothert- Greeting., :
Your letter of the 74h Inst. recelved and notead.

Imglad to leam™ of the Imnroved condlilen of Brotrcrs Moover, and trmist
that cre thls he willl be able to be arcund agaln, ALl are as well asasnal
here, Tris aftcrmoon Y exvect $0 leave for 5 venaville and Che rkaton
We expneot, the Lord wiliing to Fold a few mectings nrevicus to our Corrman<
‘1on services at Sreckston, We want to _‘. 4 Mhat the proanecty wili hea' to
do asone wo'*X at Stevensville.  Remember usiln prayer. s ;

You wild f£ind ¢noleiscd hervith a elrcular loette? fegurlng thé question
of ,registration: We Wwerc tLrying %0 ward off this matte, bat 1t scems that
the aucotion was 'uls' d abt Londan and I asked Mp. 35c0Ly to make ingulrles
and ceuent o né, He called up this nomn l".‘ and tre redalt 18 o tre lettop
and bas bcen nalled to about all of the Miniasers and Béshops of our -/ :
noL-rc '31;;t, ant churcres.  We will be n‘o" red 50 Luke the best view nosidlble
Of tre nattcr and make usc .of the reg stration as g mans of a¥clding mili.
tiry scovice whlle others uae tre same mekod Lo gngage trercin, The Nove M- 1
ment 18 bound by 1is regulatlons and cannet miakée oty prévisior widcut an :
act of Parlloment, since thooe 13 a definite dlvision among then as Lo the
meun ing and unnlication of A6 O0rders In Coumcil 1873,

" Perhaps this shcet 1ook3 as thousk my type-wriicr has innroved gone- g
what und I an sure shad T will tey and get along with 1t ds long as pos-
sible. But T ar sure that vou would be nerfectly wmoloene 0 1t if I wuld
be i ay nesiston %o disvense wi% 18, 75 has mo nake value, slhce 1t i8
badlvy uscdiuv and sone r;':;.sv‘,z broken. I have boeeh maklng a few ronules bus
cannot make u new mekine of 1. Bat oild and worn out Bings last ionger
trhan new JNey e e fiu_V:). ’

Tre re has bheen %16 penly fron the 2doverhnent or. anv of -
ccmring the Rellef Organization. If tre ‘ovirmnent nsove: 26ed falsy : |
by oneration our exempsion cluima as they have rmmm;cu, it will be right
for us w0 go arecad with the colieétlion of the finds and then a;vzwouér e
Govermnent regunding the acceptarce of 1, By that time those whe ave
amay on their y ,c\;,tmﬂ will Tave re ,.lﬂ“c.d and will be. ready to @nsider
our niovesyitiond, The Prine Ministor v Predldcst of the Counéell, et
Sec. of Intcrlor and Minister of Irnlgeatien and Gulenization are all abset
and were on the Comprlitec So cosstdes our donation.

Word cune L0 me that the Fptterlte Srethren have asked fo* Exenntl on
83 a colony If thcy e to ',.;“-,um, and rave becn granted trat vrivllese
and kFave bot lund 1n Alpcesta. I havediscetcd a letser naking inquisy theu

G

he nonbers cot-

(,A

cPr > cr
<t
[

Gl Ll e

IR &

;

1f the markhanm boys arc not yet released,- the else boys,- follow

the dircetions hese glven. Beoo BoW.Helse wtll,.m doubt, look 1%to tre
qucstion and secure .,}cir release, ; A S
P Yours in falth, - Y5 =l :
: . : : .




Mennonite Archives of Ontario .

: Vireland Ont., June 13, 1918,
D ‘Ws Helse, 8ec.
Gormley Ont.

Dear Brotheri:- Gree vl‘"" =0
; Find encliosed a cl ceular lester whick has ben

sent to all of the Blshons and ninisiters of ocur Churches. I hace maileéd
coples %o all of tre Bisrons in youe Church. An sorry to larsn that not all
of vour boys ar¢ vet released. I think that our voys a~e all released now,
Thouse i the London camb were al u}d Lo return holle lust Satucday. The
b:*(,I:}*‘ ren 8lder have been here se vcml tines ard were with us Bis, weck re-
garding the sltuation with 3ro Alvin Winger. I wrotc Wr, E‘Jclcl'zcl to take
“the matter up with the guthorltles. Since he signed for some matte, they
have assuned that he yoluntarlily accented service., This 13 a case of in~-
poslition on the part of’ the authoritics and wlll requlre o Seperatc ©n-.
sldemation, but should rave 'the sane eonsideution as if he had signed no
papcra, He 13 1r ecamp and in unifom undcr nrotest. You have dev ane-all
that could be done. If 001, Blekford kas sech the certificate of Brotier
Winger, slgncd by your Blshons, he srould take action at once to relicve
the brothcr fron service. :

; Mr, Welchel has hud papers sent to hinm fron ‘the department. showing
that offlclal notlce has becen sent to the Office o3 Connan 8ng ir the Dist==in
dgstricts #1 and #2, asking theén to acknowledge the certificates signed by

anthorized ninisters and 3&3?"»0}'»3 of the Mennonlite Amlask and Tunker Churches

and to geant leave 16 thouse who present such certificates. This informatier .

was of a private nature, and gere fu-*c not sent out: 7 )
Regurding the registering of the 19 and 20 year olg brethren ,' this -

ca e about theough some aclitation at Londom. I called un Mr Boobtt, und he
took up the matsor with tre Dc,pgﬂ‘nc" wizh tré resulis as noted. I @
sorsy that we hpge to take thesc stens, but it 18 a way of escave for us,
and gbout tre ofOv way that tre Cove w:racr:t can arrange until there 13 a
metiing of tbhe Parlianent or Cabinet. We have wot a full recognition of
our falth, but we rave a frecdom from 3¢ vice for wkick we should thank Odf
Theérc 13 vo news for the Rellef Otzanization. If we Scc the good falth of
the Gove mnent In frecing all of our nembers, we will be in a nosision te
eall for do*at, fons and then mect the Govermment as 10 the dlsnogal: of the

funds o3 hand, 1If notiring can bc done ‘,'z:roug}z tnose charne I;t the nr,.‘cy can
be devoted to othor causes whicr will have the sane results. for tre. cause

of Crhedt nd siffering hurigity,
i : Yours in falt.r,
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Elmira, Ont., June 13th, 1918.

Rev. 8. F. Coffman,
Vineland, Ont.
Dear Friend:
Greetings.

Since our people have found out that we have béen S0
favoured by the authorities there are many inquiries concerning
the progress of our donation scheme. Would you kindly advise me
as to what extent it has been proceeded with as I beleive that
it would be poseible fo get a'lot of our people interested now
that recent happenings have made such a favourable impression

upon them.

An early reply would be very much apprecieted.

Yours vefy truly,

| 2%7 ?227.éffiié¢i/£¢;i§;¢e4yf“
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Bonse of Commans
EXTORKXX  Galt, June 15th, 1918.

Rev. S, F. Coffman, ‘
Vineland, Ont.
Dear Mr. Coffman:-
I am in receipt of your letters of the 12th and 13th
instant and note contents. %he instructions which you have sent out
to your people will cover the situation I believe, &nd I do not think
that there should be any further difficulty.

Regarding the general question which you bring up of
the position of the Menmonite people I do.not think that this is the
proper time to press these matters. The public mind is so aroused that
I do not believe that you would get the consideration to which you are
entitled. As a matter of fact you are getting a great deal more than
the regulations passed by the Government, if literally interpreted,
would give you. You will remember that I told you that on the question
of adherents that it did not appear likely that they would be exempted.
Mr. Meighen informed me that it would open up & question that would cause
no end of embarrassment. We were able to accomplish Mm% the object
which we had in view by getting the military authorities to take
the view that these men would be of little use to them under any
circumstances holding the belief which they did and that it was better
to leave them at their present ocoupations. If anyone contested the
point I am doubtful, under the regulations, 1f it could be done.

It ie however bringing about the object which you desire and my own
judgment &8 that the less said about it the better. It is very easy for
us to look back now and see that these matters should have been taken
care of before the war. There can be no doubt that was the proper time
to do it and have the standing of your people in these matters recognized
but the difficulty is that it was not done and my own opinion is that

the best that you ean do under the circumstances is to accept the conditic
ons which your friends have been able to work out for you and leave

all other matters stand until after the conclusion of the war.

i an,

Yours sincerely,
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