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COry,

This & a part of a Report o the Commiltee of the Privy Council :
approvid by His "meelliency the Governof General on the 6th December, 1898,

e ommee ATGer reviewing the mnegotiations which (he Doukhobors had
with the British Gevernmment end stating the netwre of the People and theid
thrigty havits gnd their desirebilily as citizens, the report says,-

“But as from Zﬁéié religious doctrines they are averse to bearing arms,
an exemotiv, whieh the Russian Government hes refused 0 co ntenance, they
have bosn permitied oy the latter to de part from Russis.®

“The HMinister, under the ¢ircumstancer, and comsideriug that the
Doukhobors would spvemr to be & most desirable class of e tlers to locate
woon the vacant lapds Dominion lands in lHanitobs and the Horth West Ter-
ritories, is of the opinion thatit is expedient ©o give the fulliest age
surances 07 absolnte immunity from military service in the event of their
setiling in thies country.

“The ninister submite that subsecition 3 o7 section 21 of the dilitia
Act, chanter 41 of the Hdevised Statuies of Canada, contains the followling
provigion:-

TEvery cerson bearing a cevitificats irvom the socisly of suakers,
Hennonites or Tunkers, and every inhabitant of Canda, of any religious
énoninatéon, otherwise subject to military duty, whe, frem the doetrines
of his relizion, is averse to bearing arms and refuses personal nilitary
seovice, shall be exempt irom such servéce when balloted in time of pesce
OFr war upon such conditions aua under such regulations ag the Governor in
Council Ivom time o biwe prescrive,!

"The Minigber recommends that under the power vested in Your Lxeelency
in Council by the above providion, the doukhobors, wpon the vroduciion in
each case of a cortificate of membershin from the nrover suthorities of
8ettling permanentiy iin Canads, be excupied wnconditionally, frem scrvice
in the Hilitia, wpon the production iz esch case of a ceriifieanie of
menmberchip from the prover guthoriities of their e Gumanity ..

“The Comailtee submit the ssme for Your Bxcel encyis approval.

(Simmed, Hodolphe Boudreau,
- Ciwrk ¢f the Privy Couneil.
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Parry Stati on, Ont.

Bea.r Brothari- vraeting 11*. the nsmme of the Lord

Tour letter with the news

&né his compani on,william Charlten, ceme ec a very o
_Nm @od ve praised for their doliverance, (ur ore
up in feeblemess. but bls power is infinite,

rig}zt band of Yhe Fathor never fails in rea:ei

- i letker wom Mﬁqwturs at Toronte re;portﬁ ,'
o:r 8 idtoric whica ¥as enclosed the sertificats of mﬂ&
JaBtalm, Steéps ars being tsken to graut him leavy of absense ,s&

v Rhte 1e also gocd noﬁg and we hope to hear soch of hls xot
loved ones. ¥m ¥vow that there will )

we know thot - the Lowd will buve 80

- How 3tﬁtisworthvofanthe

g&w R He ums done great thinse
ey His love. oversghadow snd

: ,..’ama, acalth. Will be gald 1o nect
: omamivaa 0 Lhe poye ag leave of &bsencs,

e : . - Yours la dis serﬂ;m; G //’

,.G.E

of thoe retm ‘home

be greet joy 1. thet home 41

we new fongs ofpraise Bafove Eiﬁ
E’raiaes mat Keaven and |

for ns. ;

keep you all. Tkil loavea, 3
you sgein end wiil be srlaﬁ A‘L',a t‘ﬂm

P T Xt Pt




‘nature of their faith should have the same privile
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: Vineland Ont,., June 25th 1918,
Horman A, Winger, : :
Stevensville, Ont. R*R. #2.

Dear Brotheri~ Greeting in His name who loved us and saved us by His
own blood, and whose grace keeps us each day.

Your letter of the 22nd instant received and read with pleasure
and also with sympathy, May the Lord deliver you from the power that still
retains a elaim on your person, for there can be be bondage of the soul
for those whom the Lord has set free, There are two things that stand
before you which cause you trouble. The first is, the decision of Chief
Justive Buff, to which Mr Smyhte refers, and the other is,the fact that
you are out on a limited leave of absence and mey be retained in the army
when you again report on the loth of July. ‘

: Regarding the report of Mr, Smybthe in his letter to Brother
PBert Sherk, His report is based on the decision of the Chief Justive as
to the standing of the Tuuker Brethren under the Military Service Act. The

-8ame ovimion has been rendered as to the standing of the Mennonites in

Ontario. But this is only an opinion as to the legal status as related
t0 the the present military service law, There has becn no provision made
for these bodies in that law except thet which is stated in the schedule
afhexempbiofisghwhebesthey are given"exemption €rom combatant scrvice" as
adherents of churches "whose faith Borbids their engaging in 'combatant!'
Service," The sechedule of "exceptions" grents total exempti n to the
Russlans and to the Doukhobors, We tried to olaim that the regulations
which applied to the Russians applied also 1o us, eince we too werc
Mennonites, The Tinker brethren also tried to claim freedom from all
militery service, since they had enjoyed the privileges of the Btatutes
which formerly gave total exemption to Wunakers, Mennonites and Tunkers,
and which statutes were the grounds gpon which the Rissian Henronites
and Doukhobors reeieved their total exemptions. The Military Setrvice
Council decided in the favor of the Mennonites and Tunkers, by saying
that they were in the same class as the Russians, vzénon account’ of the
22 d and bé classed
88 taose excepted from the Aect. It seems that the militapy represcuntatives
took emception to this rendering end had the netter brought before the
Chirf Justices This was the outcome also of the excmpiion ¢laims which our
Hon-resistant bodieS had w de for our boys, We asked them %o appeel from
the decisions of the Local Tribunal s, because they granted the only
exemption from Combatant service. We apoealed to the Distriet Iribunal s
and got the same verdict, Some of them appealed to the Cebitral Apwal Tri-
bunal, which wes the Chief Justice, and the interoretation which he
placcd on the Actw was, that the Act grented to us only) exemption from
Cembatant service, and thet we would be expected to do don-combatant gerve
ice. The fact is recognized that we should hawe been ineluded in the
Exce tions to the Act. But, as the Act now steands by set of Parliament, it
eannot be changed of amended excépt by Parliament, Theve can not evem be
an Ordar in Co meil passed giving us complete oxemption, sinece the Lot
is & law and to gre#tf we complete exemption would be eont 'y t0 the
law and to ite legal interpretation as decidod by thée Chief Justice, There

i now no course open to us but to seek relief through the military depart-
~ ment, This has been erranged for b, the speeial commitiee with which we

have been dealing, The Decision of Chief Justiee Dufl has nothing, to do

 With this special arralgement. The plan which is mow working is such,

beganso of the Decision of the Chief Justice. His deeieion in no way
offects the leave of absence which is granted %0 our people ian case they
Aare galled upon to revort for sorvice.

S
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Vineland Ont,, June 25th 1918,
;D; L .'!i“i

Gor .:31 a y’ Q116

Dear Brother:i= Gree bing

{ Logsures recaolived gnd notad,
It is wifh eome smrprise % ;ies assigned you scrvant, but
1 an glad thet 4 find mysel ! some nge, a8 ocoasion
d.?.v require and o V,)II‘(.‘?J‘?‘}i‘«‘;‘V he - he ma.ple 0 bHe mged
of the Master in anv canse that i His name ch w
oring somne blegsine %o ﬂLs gniidr

' Youn wil “ild ;.ﬂj-wcu 3c Lorn of letter sent me.
3’ do not i ik B 0Xe needed. 1t coverrs the growad
a8 %o vn}“@f qm outlook, and S thet is all that is
needed: it is lone that can Iingne s into €}
heartsg of men. @11 1;3 18 now nasded 1 the names ©
Officers and give dircetions as + e ‘sending of the money %o jhe’
treagurer, : ;

L would be 1ad Lo have
Justise has nes eeQimiged the
militaxrv ougv4ce Le nas cha o sal

-‘J-U—'- e son
x€3 ~\v-‘§ J-\n's !‘(:

in the seme

holtum that 1 6y are free Fromn ew batant rvice only, J_Wl“'v‘ a0 lett
frou 2o DLUtJLL 1ﬂ Yvhe West, who save that the LO&ASBZv& in their district
has grantod com Jlete exem.bion Lo their members, snd sigus clx PPlfie

b cex
cates of memberchic whiech contains o stotemont %o that efleet.  The
Bud@sian brethren are uaiiminp exemption for thelir childsen who are gmex
bers oif meunocnide ifamilies bhut not abers of the Churech, while our

&re alloed exgmotion omly for the members of the Church. There ig so
mueh discro pency in the epimions of the wvmcr $ ol The Government that

it is impossibie %o say whai is the rig opinion, But is ie ;probably
best et tae present o be gquiet and let them work out that gucstion anong
themsclves while we pzmay the Lord 1o dired:t them in vheir decisions, $ud
give them all the imformation conce ning our faith that we can, :
I seoms that the Ufficers are recoguiving the signatures of )
youx b&ehous after all. Word has come to me th % earl Sider and ‘'m.Charlton
are at home. A loetler , a copy of which is enclosed, will explain iteelT,

L%hope thet the same atiention will be given the elasims of the

rest of the
boys who are still detained. either in prison of in camp,
Yours lu faith, ' :
L4
o
] ’
¥
{
. ez
A ' : 7
B : 3 s e
O & i oy i o kit
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yineland Ont , June 25th
1918.
L, J. Burkholder,
Markhem Ont,

Dear brother@- Greeting, Your letter of the 24th instant redeived and
noted, The same will have my attention at once,

Youu will find enclosed a copy of official letter relative to the
case of one of the young Tunker brethren who was sentenced by court
mgtiel to two years and who has beamn detained in the Jail at 8t Cath-
erines, This appears to be an evidence that the Government is giving r
recognition bo the cleims of the Tunker brethren and will continue to
grant the liberty from militarybservice that we have asked for,

There are still a few cases that will need attention.
As far as I know there are now no members of th e Mennonite or Amish
Churches in detention. There are soome appeal cases yet in progress, but
they will not interfere wikhe the plans to secure relief drom service,
There are some important matters in progress in the West, as seon as 1
hear more regarding them and have time I will write you more fully, It
pertains to the claims that the Russians are putting forth for the recog-
niticn of their soms who are not members of the Church, Our pecple are
securing complete exemption for those who are members,

Hope you are all well, I received a load of hay from VClayton
this morning, and Father High helped put it in the barn, You had better
get the typewriter some time when you are over, I woulf like to show you
a little how to manage the thing,

Yours in faith,
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Vineland Ont., June 25th 1918,
Isaac Swalm,
- Dumtroon Out. '
Dear Brotheri~ G eeting in the Nme of Him Who loved us and gave His live
For us. How much more will He not also freely give us gll things. :

Lest week I visited Brmest in S5t.Catharines., I had a pleasant visit
“with him in the pres-nee of lMr Bush. 1 know that he is receiving the best
of attention and has the sympathy of the Govermoxr of the imstitution.
Mr, Bush says that the congcientious objectors are the best lot of prison~
ers he has ever had in his care., They are guiet and obedient and have their
devtions eveyy Sunday, They are also a good influence over the other ey
prisoners that come in, Bince they are 80 guiet and @0 not surse and
swear it helo s to keep the others from using sueh profane and loud and
unbecoming languaze. S0 the good effects are as great as the hardships, -
after all, JNven Caesar's household reveivcd the gifts of salvstion by
. having Paul the prisoner in thelr keeping, :
Ernest asked Mr, Bush ;p get me the certificaie that Brother Baker
ve him on the occasion of your visil to him, and Mr; Bush found it @ - =
rnests belonginge and gave it to me. I sat down at once and wroie & : . j
letter to the Officer Commanding District ;2. and asked 'him to accept 1%
gand take ste 8 Lo release ‘rnest. Yeésterday evening I received a letter
a8 Follws:~ = ' : : : ' .
Po S.F.COffuan, - '
-+ - Vineland Ont. ~ : ]
© - 1st Depet Battn,, 2nd C.0.R. : '
5 ==Y our 1etter of the 20%h instant emclosing certificate
5 in regerd to the marginslly nemed men has been received at
Ry this office. . : | ' 2
-~ The necessary steps will be f$aken to grant this man
leave of absenece without pay. - _ : f
T (Singed, R.C.Whidiger,
; Liewt. Colonel, SN
: j : ; s for A.A.G’ ,'K.D. 50.t, e g
. This officisl notice seems to indicate -that the signatures of the SO
. Tunker bigheops are to be recogniged. i letter from Bro. Chr. Sider says
. that Barl Sider and William Charlton have returned home. We should '
2 praise the Lord again for taking thought pof His 1#ttle ones. I hooe that
" you will moen be_able %o reweive inté the heart of your famlly the dear
gon whom the Lord loves and has spared and roturns to you, May His grace
be sufficient to keep and bless him in a - uew service and testimeny for
His Master, : R ! 4 Sanme e o Rt
: Will be glad for any further word concerning him. This leaves us all
well and enjoy ng His blessings of grace and selvatiom, = i,
: R o ' . ¥ours in faith, Dt P ;
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»1 LT LA AND DEFENCE

149 College St. Toronto, June 25 th, 1918.

No 2 M,D.,34-3-195-4
yol 3

To Mr. D, W. Heise,
Gormley. Ont.

Your letter of the 24 th instant in regard to the release of
members of the Tunker Church, has becon received at this Qffice

and 1 beg to inform you that action has already taken on the

following cases.
John H Heise.
.Charles Wright.
Clarence PFisher.
« Alvin Winger.
v Wm Charleton
~Earl Sider.
B, J. Swalm,
«~Alvin Broughton,

R. C. Windeyer.

Lieut- Colonel, for
A.A.G,M,D,No 2
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" 3 5 Vineland Out,, June 26th, 1918.
John Svertz, )

"..;.'ﬁl_j;;__x.ma Ohio, R:.§7. ' ‘ ' 2

. Dear Uncle snd Familys= Grueiip~ in the nmae of the Lord who loved us
: and gave Himse i f for usm,
' . Your letter was reeecived and gled to hesr from you amd o lesrn
ke’ that all a&ra 80 Wmll gnd peltiug aloug well. But I am soxry to 1 arn of &
~conditions that ma‘ 5 1t 80 har§ for pecvuls to llve and eajoy thc blessings
of peace vhich ar so dear o us and to-all man, May the Hord scon tura
the tide of ;»“atg 90 thet we may sgein sujoy with all men the réturm of
®he Hpirit of.love and feith ani confdicnce of men Lowerd war, cud the
; beﬁdlendu c%lto the Gospel ai Cariss our Saviour, : ] :
iy It would be imdeed & pleasure to me to offcy some gucouragenen
$o you and zbsmcl youxr requesis with comfidence., But I fear thaet I wiil
- not be in a 8ition b0 make any promisés with any-du&.u.vcf Legurance on
acootnt of cona*tlcns as they now stand 1u the relation of Lh‘ twoe eoun~
itries towerd sachother, Ther is o C(JﬂQ_I’l”.LOu of PEaCe, for which we shoudd
" $hank God and pray that it way Aopg continue, Bub there sre slso pome cgroes
ments which mare it U,iz.l.l.vll,lb Lor ug {o Lave the J..t.\lv.l.k.h...-l gv ox .L\,\_J'tlcn"‘
- Bhips thot we wou d enioy. I am Cﬂclﬁbkb” you a Siip eut from ye:rterday's
' PAper which wil! explaim opd comdition.* Theve wovld be no «u~hfﬂmllty of
“BRy one's avoldlnL niliyery gervice by eo&;pv o this Luunbx ihe agree~
ment is based vrow the ides that there are. those from eueh ¢ uAsz wWhe lLave
gone t6 the other fox the purpose of ﬂv.¢«au the power 9L the Uraft lewg
"WRich each sountry has passed for the enforcing of the military vice
daws, - Thie 1$ true, Thors ver~‘ﬁavy wio left Censda at the time thui the
gecer Uraii Lew was boleg prepared., The bordors. wers then ¢lcsed to 411
 young nen 6f militery asge, and g2l) others Had to receive srceisl permkssion
ox. prescnt or cd,nxiaxa suowing that vh“y are not of militery age or ubuvo &t.
Those who were oF wilitary age hed to have pagscs give 0 to thon Lran” '
Military authority, emd were wsubject tﬂ récell in ance hey i¢1'ud to re yﬁ!t
at the .rouen ulma. Zhe same copdition holds good ¢ n&eﬂhl", Tho whc/\ R
degire o come iuio Canadd fronm the Uuted Sthbsm, The only hope fuat 19 0
“cBuLd olfer v ¥ a8 to hEVJAg Alden cowe 1o Céaaaw.wou*d bn that you see '
a Oausdlgn consul 8% eome Port of Eatry, and 1 thivk thst you wili fimd B
one &' Lims, snd make sryaugemen e with hia shout getiing Alden inte Ve
Camade under & specdsl pass, If be should gttempt to come umder any e
Possible excuse there wowld be grave danger of his budng turned baok at ;fw"
.tha dlines or being Leld on the pretense of deﬂ@rtion from military service.
- Bettlers will have no t#ouble coning into +he sountyry, Bot under those
c _cumatadces it would dbo ueeesuary 1o arreuge with the easedian :
egoy sUG Tor entry ae setilors, Bueh personms would bo &ble %o bring 5
helir uM13108 vith them.ana have no d*i*iaulty.,mhery 1s plsnty of WORE - i
50 B0 Tor ali elasse /peopic, The labor questicn #e grave gnough on e
eaant of 80 man woung men having boon called from thz cdty and country,
help iy espsclelly ecarce. ¥eges aro good, f: en 32 ta $2,50 and ’#&3
&ay.’he friit erop ispet as Reevy =as sowe years, ?he Struwber*ies
L 14 0, The Iaacheﬁ & third of & c¥op ond the Cherries are -
fep., The severe iinter was lard on them Apgles seem- 40 be
farm Crops 8r¢ v vy gocd 86 fax. aa ugh the weﬁ%har

L; L_AHL“;Q: ey
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' Fruit land is from $300 -§1000 per aerd, according o improvements.
.~ Param lands. are form §40 ~ $100 per acre according to improvements and lo=
gation. The prices-of produce are good at this time, about the same as you
‘have there, And the cost of living is also as high, We arc so ¢lose t0 the
 8tates that there 1s very little differemce in such things, In case $he |
" boys think of coming to Omada they had better come over and see how Things {
“are, and it would be advisable for them to come before They dispose of ;
their farms thexé, and of their homes, We have very favorable conditions
here in many ropsects, but conditions are 50 peculiar that no oune can get
i° an idea of 1t whthout secing it for themselves, :
v 1 'would be very ¥l if some of our pecple could come and setile with us
- in this distxict. It 4s oneé of the oldest gsettlements in Camdognd while
we have a comparatively smell comgregatiom here we feel That there 1s
B room for us to grow end we have hearts thet are warm toward those of
i ¢ our brethren and sisters who would desire %o makc their homes with us,
;e gome time ago I had & leiter from Clyde from Kansas, He wanted in-
formation ab ut the ¢onditions in Caneda and I wrote him giving explana-=
tions as best I could, But I also asked him %o come and se¢ conditions ,
. fox himscli Tirste  Agwreat many of ouf brethrem are.expecting to go %o ]
the Horth Weet Canada in the ceoming fall and perhape next Spring. Mamny !
4 empect to go from Penugylvenia and from otherHastern districts. David
& GErber expects to go West from his home in Virginia. The Teet is fine
© _ in mauy respects, but there .are also draw-backs in that country. The lamd

g%t-’ia véry cheap, and the crops good, when they are good, but the seasons
. arc more uncertoin there than in other districts, There is net suvl & A

| Bood opportuhity to emgaBe in gomeral or nimed famming &s in the castern
o ﬂﬁistr%?ts. ' : - ‘ ' : ;
b - may not have amswored ali of your gquestioms, but would be g
o give you alli the information possible{ Ehaga are guestions tégt I ?iig %0
e oouid‘gst answexr satisfaclorally, Business iu genersl is good iy Canada.
Many things aze favorable, bub we cannot bell at what moment thifgs might
Hg,gream;y.qhgngad.Jwg have been emjoging many favors from the Govermdent
_hhu&.ovan those conditions are subject to chauge. leny of our brothren
are now at home under le&ve of absencé only, but it is Tor azn indefinite
ﬁiyp and under the promise that no service will be reguircd of them, I
\§#a§n1y througg constant effort on the wmrt of the Churehes O0f the ilone “n
gnziotant falth and the drevidenges of the Lord that we Wawe receivél‘ina \
- We trust may be able to redoin these privileges. There 4xré som compliQ '
@atl uns that will nced to be adjmbed later, regarding thé privileges that
ot G Py o Sevtien o%. e Chureh and Whet is granted to us,
But we will weit unti. e troubles are quieted - befox ‘up
*iffragrmggtUXBtgzth the “overnment, Qﬁ%@ ed_dowﬁfvefarﬁ/w? takcfup\(
N4, We hepw thay you are all well. Our love is séxt o the family. sy
il&buiqrd direct you way., We will do all that we ¢ ;ﬁfé:_tﬁ:vﬁgmilygtf:f)‘
“Vineland is 20 miies West of Suspension Bridge I(¥. ou ihe Grand Prwuk =
Railway, Between Suspension Bridge N.Y. and Hap e

; lton Ont, . .
vl R e Lo g g




mmem a&fc,- Q:ﬁet:{hg in m m Bf Jasm.
Ien:: 1e*$s:r and'the Copy of “h Leave of Absme raceivaﬁ 88 2lad
,‘Bo g'et Gojy of the paper, since il zive & vetler of iden:of the stunde
Ane in vvhi 1 ‘the &overmmnt holés those of our brethrsh who are called o
register azm apoly for leavs, Thgy arc virtvally soldiers, add
-excused from sctusl sorvice o pccovnt of their religlous bl ef, y 3; e
practically exemption, but it comes from the Army Depariment insbesd of =
irom ihe Goverrment, But this ie methixn &1££G?ent than the positicnidm -~
ol we are piaced, hy ‘bhe -'procianation " whioch calls ail citisens gold= "

re from the date 0L its lesue and wntil they cailed or exempted, 'l
¢ only way in which the comditions esn be chen now ig by an act of”
Pexlicment whiech recognizes us aud excludes us Arom all se¥viece and does e
,m{;mg us subject to, the agn %¢ service,But, this is Sscarcely a prover -

L §§ uise this qnestim agto . nt. of tre bittsr ﬁﬁgéﬂiﬁ’ien oi “the

SRR ke ht}p’ ‘th’k you. %3.: nm a Wo@ Qemzere&'ee w;d t‘a@k tha Lova \:111_,7
’b& 1::: your midst t0 bless you end prosper the gsuse of 1@‘\;9; aad harmony .-
gand bring an-inerense of faith and nower f£o » His nﬁﬂiee‘ W pray for
Fou in the work, With kind remenbrances of fanily and kost uahes to
®&ii, and-asking an- inte:rest in your yrn&na, I n. e L
AR Youxrs in 19.1tﬂ : ‘ %
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{ ; i Vineland ¢nt,, June 26th, 1918,
Irvin Wiebor, | |
Kltchener, unt.

w Dear Friend sud Brother; : e ‘ e

‘Since our vuuvelopﬁlOH over the phone 1 have
wondered very much how you got along with the Iribunal at Kitchener,
I ‘was not _evare that there wexe ®ay murec cases to bo bre L»”u up before
the. Locs "511>naalb. Fais must bave beon sm aprsal case., I hose thut you
‘8ot ulo”é all right, There is a vessiblity that the case was ¢c~¢¢¢u like
- many others have beex, # zenpt from fombatant service onmly, onm account of
religluus belief,®
fhere have been verious ruliugs om this point ag d@y*icv to the.
dennonite peéople. Some officials have said the our p eeple comne undex the
Stme clasgification as do'the Amwsslian i nnonites. Others mu'a“ln that
the Order in'Cowncil of 1873 was & spscial agreomeat with the Alqijﬂ
Amaigrants ouly. $his would leave uo olace for other religious de: oilnations
under the ict except the privilege of exommtion gllowsd for relizious
bollez, and vhe law provides no exemption save thab ncted apove,~ Irom
combalant sevwice oaly, The persons vho framed the law scem hot to have /-
undersiocd the pusi itivn which the MHeunounitas and fankers hold vith repaxd
%0 military service, and hemce the coyfusion that hus existed, IL the
Sovernaent dedired Lo fully recogmige the. Zaith 0" well *rg“aiZz& and
@8toblished religious bodies, it would be sacy to ¢lassify up and the
Punker bretaren acoo;alng o the Jpirit of the Act. But there are so meuy %
PErsons who Oppose adl exemyiions Tox xeliziomus rusgons Laafrsucu a %3
leﬂﬁlflbamlzu is eoposed and hemeo ve are getting only whet the Telter :
of the lav alocws, We are glad, however th@t\ﬁt*“r yIOVlLiOHu‘d* beling
. mEde for ws throulh the vexry Ghannels into which mome have desired to
. force us, - thriugh the wilisry organiszctiem, They have forced ws in end
.~ the militeyr ofllcers seems raihsr satisfied that by some urrangeneni we
aPe forcod cut, Tpere have boon hul fow ceses, a8 far 25 my obsc vatien:
goes, wherc the boys have asccepbed any kiud of mervic P Only g fow, and
. they are of the Tunker Chareh, are still retained in the esups, and they
" %8 cus:s thot have received tr4a1 by counzt max,Lal snd heves receivra their
.,'senteaacg and are now iu jail or prison, The faet that thesge boys have ¥é-
 fused 2}l milivery service, makes thom ussless sud undesirablo in the -
litery. orgaa1sation$..ﬂpcn thoue grounds they are now belang.given an &
‘Andefinite lecve of absenec &s soon as  they repert for sewvic». Onlj :
'S%ste;day 1 met cne of the boys whe had beecu rolecsed from the guard houde 4
" and sent home because he would not comply with ordors to tratla or laber
88 a goldier in the caup., The release of these enm is an srreagement thot
. Begs bveen mude~For us through the membors of parli Asnt whon we have
& proached with refereace ta ¢gr excemption and the Military authoritiss
st Ottawe., Orders have beer isswed by the Heads of the Military Doparlacnt
&t Qttawa, to all Comsnding Offiecers in tqe ist and 2nd Distrl cts to .
rant leave of Absence to all Menncnites amd Tunkers wpon their sresenting |
art&tieatea sigued by their Bishops, when theyjare ealled to reourt, sl
Regardiing adherents of the Ghurch, there is now no. queotlom with the
-ﬁd}itury Department, If these persons have bosn aﬁtcaling the lemmonite ‘
Chureh snd have siuce preven iheir faith in the doetrines of the Churcl
making ap licatlicn Tor membership and actually, SﬂinAng the Chu
© comsidescd as 3nna fiiq,ﬂam&ars.» It sc iafiiifhtz B
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: would hive been glad to have had you ohd Hrias makea trip down to talk
over motters, but I comsldered thet it wonld not gain you anything and
would have wasted your time ns-far as helping out 'the situation is cone- i
eerncd., Yhe oniy documentary evidonce that I have, is the deeksion oif the
Militery Service Counecil which i in the hands of the Bishons, but which
the Tribunals in Gemeral have vefused Lo scknowledge. they have al-ays
reportved th.ut Chief Justiee Duff rules that Uhe Mevnounites are not in the,
Bxceptions and are hence exempt from combatant service only, This is the
position of Chief Justice Duff, Others hold the opvosite opinion, and thus
Wwe are left streawded om the roeks of uwaeertainty, The other Documents which
I hoid avo those, & copy of Which Ilr Weichel also holds, regarding the
release of llemnonites from ser¥ice when drafted. This will grant one who

: is calicd to report the privilege of indefinite leave, ; v :
’ i-do not know in whien elass yon are olsced. If your case has only come
up for decisicn concermning your spnesl for exemotion, you are safe” enough
4 to hold the decision of the Tribumal, ae exomptine you frowm combatant :
gervice onlyﬂ lhen you are ¢alled to repori, you will need ovly to pregont
Jour certvifieate of Membership. amd your lesve of @bsence will bo.uwiven
you, lo spy case now, your Certifivate of lMembership is your claim for

: release aud your protection from military service, : Wi
o . L% may be that the deocisiocns of' the Hilitary ewtherity regarding the

reiease or ihe lMennonites and Punkers will change, Iu that case the whole'
questivn will asain be thrown open and the Chureh wili be réguired, to go
over bthe whole metter with the Goverument, In that cese, I Thinr that we
have now sufficiemt ovidence of the righteousmess of our elsims and the i :
évidence of precedents on the part of the Government in its attitude toward = |
Othier Uhurches of @ gimilar foith o ours that we will be able to make ou®
case su ficeintly strougﬁé te elther ganin owr plea Or csuss vhe fovermmend |
to overrule all other pledges axd sliov xo exemptions Mor religious rf?sons' ~§
i

gud that would be gquivelont wo religiovns ovoressicn or the demial of
eongiitutional liberties to citizens of Canada, I% se-ms stravge te us that
we £hould -be accuscd of cowardice and digioyalty on accournt of our net, |

desiring to pertieipatc in var, The consieuce woich ye have le not of

~ naturcl inclinations. It is a ¢omsciencs that is formed by the Holy i
‘ Bpirit and to Himfr we ere resnohsible for kec¢ping a8 £ood conscicnto .

fowerd God. Men have ho more rizht to interfere with ug in our worbthip and
and belief fhan bthey heye to interfere with suy other Chureh or its
Doctrines. Governmanie are prot nade 40 sel roligious stanvdsrds, ot to
- protect end vervetuate the ‘interesis, Tawful interests of alli of ite e
. eibigens, regardless of their veligious'baliefs, se long ae theiv lives. L
' are cousistent with the primeinles of pesee ohd hvmaaity, and no one will
.. say that our doctrinee of pence and pood will to sil qen are unlawful,- : .
et P Our best vishes are wiih you emd may God dless you in the vteond that:
.~ ¥F.u bhave teker amd may you bave much pleasurs in your feith end iife iu 5
. %he service znd testimony for Christ and his Kingdom of “eag¢e., I will be
‘ glad to have a report of your aase with the Trivansl, fest wishes to all,
' ' : Yovis du faiyh, : : . :

ke
Vo A

%
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Desx Brothhri~- Greetinge =~ - - : oo IR I
Ei v it T e U evening Brother Johm Sider and The Brefhren
© . Winger and Teal, returned fyom & trip to the Barracks at Hiiagura 8nd
~  were sccomfanied by Brother Alvin Winger who had been deteined therec &s
" g goldier in uwpiform for nesrly two months, It seems that his papers were
- gt hepd and the only excuse wes thut he ned no eclothes and it took too 1dmg
2 %0 mske out the papers, They had taken the precantion %o take a suil fon.
" him end aited patiently for the routvine of the papers, Bro. Alvin was then
. welessed from the Guard house amd tol@ thet he was o free man, end there
. was & bappy father there to meethim and teke him howe, - . Th et e
- &%t the reguest o Bre @irven Wianger I have teday writien the Debsly
. ‘st Teremto asking if further oredontials are required fox the brethren p
T eﬂh&n.;jﬂg‘:‘ix*ight find John H, Heige, in S:rder to secure thelr reloase. I took
. the liberty of making this request ss!appointed by the Com ittes, and gave
- tkat as my credentials. ZPhings sced 10 be moving, if siewly. Perheps we
" meed %o be & 1ittle morve petikent. Inquiry wus made & 0 Erpest Swaln, -
. gnd no notice has been sent yej; eonoign%n > hig release.: e et
S S 3o S < gurs : (‘:!"w ‘ = ' :
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MILITIA AND DEFENCE.

In reply please quote

149 College Stre

TOROKTO.

for Colonel. Commanding M.DeNO.2,%
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C. LEssLIE WILSON,

A. F. BARR,
ONTARIO REGISTRAR

H. E. MACHELL,
ASSISTANT REGISTRARS

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH

OFFICE OF ONTARIO REGISTRAR

UNDER MILITARY SERVICE ACT

BoARD oF TRADE BUILDING

TORONTO,
onTARIOJgne 27th,1918

Bishop S. F. Coffman,
Vineland, Ont.

Dear Sir;

The Central Appeal Judge has now ruled that
Tunkers and Ontario Mennonites are not excepted from the
Militery Service Aet. Therefore all members and adherents
of the Church born since 1882 and now 1l9nyears of age, and
in the future 2s they become 19 years of age, must register
under the Aet. When their cases come to be dealt with they
may raise whatever claims for exemption either from full
service or combatsnt service as they may be advised.

You had better see that all the persons in
your congregation coming within the above description
registers at once, if they have not already done so.

In view of what has passed between us, I
venture to again eall your attention to the advisability
of the pembers of your community holding & conference with
a view to seeing whether you cannot see your way to make
a compromise on the subject of non-combatant service with
Hospital Corps or other non~combatant.units. With the
example of your brethren during the Napoleoniec Wars and
during the Americen Civil War, it seems.to me that you
should find some better use for your young men than having
them sent to prison. i o

Yours truly,
O ’

ONTARTU REGTSTRAR,

Per. Ww/f\/—
WRS-M. Chief Public Representative.
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Bish. J. R. Zook, Chairman Bish. C. N. Hostetter, Secretary Eld. S. G. Engle, Treas.
Bish. J. N. Hoover Eld. J. L. Heisey, Asst. Sec.
Eld. J. M. Sheets Eld. D. W. Heise
Matt, 28, 19.20 A of The Bl‘et]) Matt. 9. 37.38
Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing %Oa‘ ren 7 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest
them in the name of the Father, and of the . O‘Q 10 C Sols & vk Gt e b S
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching % %%\ 6 ¥ 1IN T RCIITIN S A
them to observe all things whatsoever @ ,)(9 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the
I have commanded you: and lo, ‘el harvest, that he will send forth
I am with you alway, even S O labourers into his harvest.
unto the end of the world. 5 \Q’J ,f
Anmen. & (2
&P @
-
Gormley _dume 87 th, 191 8
S, P, Coffman .
Vineland, Ont.
R Y SRS L0 GRERTIBG i

I am in receipt of your
communications both of the 25 , and 28 th inst. And I am inclosing you copy
of two letters which speak for themselves.

We are truly grateful to our kind
heweenly Father for His goodness to usward,notwithstanding our unworthgness.
And what has already been accomplished, gives us faith to look for yet great-
er things from His divine hand,

It is truly a metter of rejoicing to learn of
release of those of our men who were in detention for so long,and while no
word has yet been received as to the D@® relecase of the Brethern, Swalm,
808B® Wright, Heise, and Fisher. yet I am confident that Col Windeyer will
fulfil his promis to us, but of course some of the s e things work out slow.

The Circular letter as revised by you, will be forwarded to Bro Goudie for
his endorsment, 1 shall then complete it, and soon as I learn from the diff-
erent Bodies as to the number required, will have them printed, and sent out.

1 plede guilty of “plagiarism" having omitted to say in my last letter that
my draft in part was copied from one of your former communications to Mr,
Caulder. 1 beg your Pardon.

In the event of no inteligence arriving in a few
days regarding those of our men who are not yet liberated, I shall be after
the matter, and follow it up until we suceceed.

Very Sincerely Yours.,
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Vineland &ns., June 27th 1918.
Hon, ¥. 8. Scott, M. 2. , ' . :
Galt Ont, :

Dear Siri-

- Ve are glad to report that matters are running fairly
7

smoothly at the present timé., As Tar as I am aware now, there

are none of the hoys detainsd in any of the camps. Ome iz still
held in the 5%, Cetharines jail, but I have received notice

from the Officer Comnanding, Ceol. Bickfoxd, That steps have been

prgn, v : e o W
taken 1€ secureJhis release,

m

The twe boys whe were sent teo

Surwash are smong these for whose relesse avplication had been b

:.il

made, but not having heard from their cases for some time, we f

addressed 8 letier of inguiry to Col. Biekford yestewday,
The encloscd copy of Mirumtes of the Relief urgaﬁization X
may be of 1ntérest to you. Steps are now beimg taken to raise

the funds for the msmorial'to the Government, Any information

or instructions that you may be able to give us as 1o the

donation to the Govermmeut or the use by the Geverwment of this

fand will be approciated at' any time. Between secsions is 2 bad
time to do business, but we'will try and be ready by the time

Parliament meets agia, ; : ' >
A ; '~ |

Thanking yo: for your many favors, I an,. i
3 . bl £ p

Yours truly, ' s | &

-
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Waterloo, Ont., June

Reverend F. 3. Cof*man,
Vineland, Onft.

m in receipt of the following 1

1, Ont. and deemed it &dviss
exiastes fo-day
xiat N

»
nation as 1t
WA W IUVIE & 46

Mr. W6 Beichel,
Waterloo, ﬂL,.

Dear Mr. Weichel:

™ -

Replying to your favor of Jw
I understand it, these men should report in writ
before thettr leave expires Ffor a renewal and the
vill then be made.

ours- 4
He 7.
Lieut

~

8/G: 8¢ 0

#ls 4918«

4= .o UL AR b ;
etter from Military
. B - $

le to acquaint

g,
. Colonel,
s Mo Dy W05 1a

L
This letter was sent to me in answer to
& query 0f mine regarding the advisabillifty of your young men
complying with the demands on the document granting them leave
of absence, which stated that men being granted leave of absence
should report on Jan. lst, April lst, July 18t and Oats. Lot

of .e@ch year. To do this Lr*“oan‘* wounld entail
ce and cause considerable inconvenience and

letter I have written you will explain the situat
future. One thing is certaln, wvery man who is

{ ln,

report for Auty must d¢o so gnd 1T he 'gets
at the Armories for medical examination.
he presents himsel® before his Commanding
the letter condaining the certificate signed by
your church, whereupon the lad is granted "ezvr
an indefinite neriod. This may take several day
8 week has p37$€d by, but this should not oeccasf
minds of those who are seeking leave of ahsence
everything will come out alright in the end. Th
by the arrival of so many hundreds of men daily

await his turn.

L
o Lon
[+ thi

] m () — \.f.

Hoping. this is satisfactory,

Yours

Pieel

1 gonsiderable
the sopy of

Vion fCor The
ordered to

don should report

is has heen Adone

r and hanfds him
the Bichop of

of absence for

a and come tines
on alarm in the
for themselves &g
e delay is caused
and each man must

very






