


Mennonite Archives of Ontario



Mennonite Archives of Ontario

M.F:B.440. - In reply please guote

MILITIA AND DEFENCE.

No VIR 25 =l

149 College Street

Toranto, Onteduly 5th ..191 8,

To:-

Mr. S. F. Coffman,
Vineland, Onte.

With further reference to this office
letter of June 28th, I beg to inform you
that instructions have been issued to release
the marginally named man from Burwash and
that leave until further orders be granted.
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ROW/LS. UQ, ‘“/,//" Lieut.-Colonel
\}(‘/ ‘,.-/- for A.A. G.,LI.D.IIO,E.
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M.F.B.440.

In reply pleasc guete

MIL:TIA AND DEFENCE.

No.& :{ R,

149 College Street

Toronto,Ont. July 5th 1918,

To:-
Mr. S. F. Coffman, /
Vineland, Ont. / 3n
‘;"'! b  {
CeHoeWricht By,
n 18t Ce0.R. % 7

With further reference to this =/
office letter of June 27th, I beg to inform
you that instructions have been issued to
release the marginally named man from Burwash
and that leave until further orders be granted.

/ :l/&'_f 7
RCW/ LS. M Lieut.-Colonel
fOr oAc Te 'IVLQD IIO. ~,
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C. LEessLIE, WILSON. A. F. BARR,

ONTARIO REGISTRAR H. E. MACHELL,
ASSISTANT REGISTRARS

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH

OFFICE OF ONTARIO REGISTRAR

UNDER MILITARY SERVICE ACT

B & B
OARD OF TRADE BUILDING TORONTO, July 5th., 1918.

ONTARIO

Le J. Burkholder, Esq.,
Acting Bishop, Mennonite Church,
Markham, Onte.

Dear Sir:

The Central Appeal Judge has now ruled that
Tunkers and Ontario Mennonites are not excepted from the
Military Service Act. Therefore all members and adherents
of the Church born since 1882 and now 19 years of age, and
in the future as they become 19 years of age, must register
under the Act. When their cases come to be dealt with they
may raise whatever claims for exemption either from full
serviee or combatent service as they may be advised.

You had better see that all the persons in
your congregation coming within t'e above deseription
registers at once, if they have not 2lready done soe

In view of what has passed between us, I
venture to again call your attention to the advisability
of the members of your community holding a econference with
& view to seeinz whether you cammot see your way to make
a compromise on the subjeet of non-combatant service with

Hospital Corps or other non-combatant units. With the
example of your brethren during the Napoleoniec Wars and
during the American Civil War, it seems to me that rou

should find some better use for your young men than having

them sent to prison.
Youfg uly, e

s aA Mg
e

Ontario Registrar.

Per-

WRS-M. Chief PﬁblicA;epresentative.
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| ‘ : | Vineland Ont,, July 8, 1915,/
Jogeph B. Leis,
Blrose, Sask,

Dear Brotheri- Greeting,
: 5 : X : \
: A letter from Brother C. £, Zchr, of Wellesley Ont. was received”a\
few days ago making dome iuquiry as te what may bo doue #u your behall in
order t¢ secure your rélewse from the obligation of doing militery serviee
as & membsr of the Amish Mepronite Church . He says ihat you presseuted your
Church ambership L 81 thet you were Holid that 1t would
net bs hounored as exempting you from jce, but onlyp exen.ts you from
ﬁ~€oﬂb&tani gorvice, Now, the Authorities in some places arée noi avare
of the Fact that the faith of, T 1ish and the lMennonite Chureh iy the 7
game in reogard to war., They are right in acssuming/ that Churches other than
the Mennonites and Tunkcrs are exempted only from Combalant Berviee and JIR
are undersiosd by them to belong to some olher Churgh. In Outario our ,
brethron aPe alos pleced ou the list with other churches and are seid 0 be
- emeémphed oAly from combatsnt se vice, bul arrengsment hove bgen made Q-
-allow our brathren to ask for a leswe of abesence on secount of their faith,
and such leave is graunted to them., In the West, our brebbren are obliged
to securse Ge.Liiigutaﬁ‘Gy : > i gned by ginisier and
. @eacon, and they are sent to the Regigtzar and he also si fhen snd they - -
are then cerried in order teo show to any ome concerned 1 , they are ot
smabject to any militery service, T i aven in the West and Arn the Easd
are thus plsced on diflierent basis.
1 have written B0 Brother 2zl spdly to his letbher. Ton will
1ikely hecr fras hiz with rogecd to the proper courge for you Lo take ' in
order to-avail yourself of sone ol the means that jﬂy)bu offaped Tox youxr s
pelief from mwillitary services I do zot kuow how cldi you may be. te sone :
of the Memnonite or Auish congregetions in the West. Thore are spne member#
livimg rcar Herbert Sgask, and there is a congregation al Guernsey Sask,
@eurnsey 1g 5 miles Bsat of Saskatoon on the Igrktom hraueh and Herbext
18 26 miles-—East of Swift Current on the mein lime C.P.R  Brolherx
- X8lah Loscnberger is the Miuister et the Guerbsey Congrefatich. I you
 wwould write o him, he might give you some specisl iuformation That would
be & heip Lo you. He hes been dealing with The Saskatchavan Registrar im :
regard 1o the exempiion of var Peovple in the West and would be able @ s
give you informetioms If you were kot tuo far away it wight b e well for
you Lo go &nd see him, You should, et lesst be aszoelatod in some way with
“@eme of our Amish Or lemnonite Congregations im the Wegi, and 1 & sure -
$hat 1t would be 2 help to you, I suggestod to Brother Zehr that 1% might
be & good plen for you to take y ur Certificate from Four home eongregaw
l ti0f and bave it signed alse by one of the Wester ministers and then have
it countersigned by the Saskatcha an Registrar, But, Brother Zehr will . :
g give you instructions and it whl be meslt for you to Keep in touch with him, '
£ - It will be some satiSfaction $o me, ersomally to know how you get aloxr
o5 in this mbtter and I will be glad te hear from you if convenlent 1e you %0
|
|
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write me, I am not 2ble to find Elroge om the map, and so de not kaow your'
loeation, Be falthfvl in the Lord sad %o the Word which he hws gl on us as’
the way of lifc amd the hope of salvation through Jesus Christ. Trust In
. -Him, Me is 2 greater help than a1l the Power of man, May he kXepy you ever
| 4n His leve and give you gracé and wisdom t¢ do the thing which is righd
. gnd the best thing im this matter of your Pelation t0 the Church snd te

. the powers that wule over us, We should thank the Lowd oy what privileges

~ Bave been grated o us by owr Gqfaaamsnt./,¢2%;~ﬁa pray for each other

d for all men, tkatitﬁ:?fnlvfbp&iqvaddaa§. Qtu_ may abids

& }
i
|

[4hful in our salvetion,
---L“,sh- y Sl : e . o
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Vineland Gut., July 8, 1918.

Mr, C. lLeas)ie Wilson,

Outario Registrar, M

Board of Trade Bldg.,
Toronto, Und.

dbke e ™

Dear Siri-

-4

In my letter to you, dated Juwly 2nd, Inst,,

a reference was made to the "Statement of FPajith"of the

v

T SRy >leas
{ rliease

Mennonite Chureh relarding the artiele of War.,

the representatives of the Menuonite and Amish

L g

Mennonite Churches of Ontario, and representing thidir

o

congregations in Camande, was handed to the Gowcrument

-

be of some value To

at Ottava, DPrusting that 1%

" s ¥ou in understanding our position, i an,

Most respectfully. Yours,
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