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OOUXRX ~ Calt, July 8th, 1918.

Rev. 5. F. Coffman,

Vineland, Ont.
Dear Mr. Coffman: -

I have your letter of the 2nd instant and I have
taken the matter up with the authorities at Ottawa. I have also
pointed out that in connection with the carrying out of the instructions
which have been issued from Ottawa regarding your people that there
appears to be more difficulty in the District of Toronto than in any of
the other Districts. I trust that my communication may have the desired
effect.
I anm,

Yours truly,
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Brother John Sider of iar hville has receiwed a letter from
the Military Representative im Toronot stating that the Tunker brethren
. &re exempted only from Combatant servic and adviged thit the ministers
get toaetner and agree to advise the young brethren who sre called to
accept some form of non-combgtant service., This is a thing impossible to
40 in the case of the Tunker or the Menuonite Ch wurch, It is vital
deogttine of the Churgh and cannot be set nsgide under any circunsiance
Be have not believed 1n non-resists .ce as an expedient to aveid military
gervice, e have b lieved in il asp & docirine of Christ for the sake of
righteousness and the best method of dealing with our fellowmen ss a duty
te God and our Saviour, We sannot chaunge a couscience that the Sp;rit of
Chrls+ hes formed in us.

.8 to the course offiprocecdurs in your case, Samd your oertifi-
cate of ChuLoh dembership to colonel H. ¢, Pickford, D. 0. €. Military
District /2, No. 149 college S%.. Toromto Ont. Give your service numbex
and acsigoment, and state the circumstances concerning your present leave
of absence and ask to be given your leave according to the arzangemnt
made for meuwbers of the Mennonite and Tunker Churches

: In case you do not get the leave or the promise of it when you
again veport, plna“e let me know and we will take the matter up for you.
The Brethren IFarl Sider and William “H&rlton are now at home, 1 have
received notice that Ermest J. Swalm will be released. This is encour~
aging news and we hope Lhat there will be no further hithes in the werk~

ing of the present plans, We may expect ovoosition. dut let us exerelise
patience and quietnebs, while the Lord sveils Tor us, Kepp on looking %o
Hin, Brother Stevanus told me of your desige to have & talk with me

at the time of the _eeting at Sherkston. I was very much disappointed in
not having the privilege of meeting you. fAccept ovy *hanks for the. sub-
stanciel expression of your iriendsnxz end appreciation for the little
assistance given in this work. The Lord reward you meny fold fer thils
fruit of Christian love, You should have kept it, since we feel that  the
eufféring you have experienced is ample share in the Hrials that we have
had on account of our faith, And may Goé grant yvou & glorious deliverance
and a new testimony of His biundloss love.. ' ,
Will be glad to hear Irom you sgain regarding this ecase.

‘oure in faith and service,




Mennonite Archives of Ontario
: : - - ~ B RRE E
2 . h
J: =™
Fhac TR S W&% 7y
i

TR BRI
Ly e

e el '
J%ZM Mm%mzﬂfaﬁ"
b Ad A T reas !

e i g ik o % e
Tl ofr, aagiiition oy ok e

tar ™ %Iyﬂt : z/mo(/w«.
n\«o:c-‘m%‘m /Mﬂ%ﬂ.&/ﬁm’?
B kK WX e e s 5

(g,ma.%%“




JWM(/ ; =
g7 ot if o, as pof o) 2 Hridlle o
- TR, SRRV R S S o =¥
%WWMW/M%«W

.
| T ot gt il Koo o




Mennonite Archives of Ontario




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

: = 8 e
W Zﬁ s i fZ(LazJ \fg a0 Vil oe ZJ:J/LAM
/ A % e L g ol

i 6&7M \W‘am P /dzzc A A/LL et lion,

T W;éwm /
AT Sl %’W M

: o w@/\d M(,C/éc%lr( Ll éﬁ,
A Wﬁ (/ VL/‘Z/C/’ﬁ/\\_, é ) 2
/

///@UOM ceclelsse

52 ¢ bR S & ar ol ecc /( = ( 42/—74,
//l/m el o IV //&*077 %/W o %/ ua/;;/ : |
V{M(L/(ﬁ—c‘( EM /c | ST e /(/J%.Ct///

%—M 1.4« 7o o {x/h[/(,é/bb{_ ,&" /14 A /ft—'/
ﬁ“V/ %@ e ( gt 21" &M é et
gate %ﬁ W =€ vm s ree et

(er2teet
R




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

T & ~SLYEY “ a SRPRCTE TRRIRES S o
e 8 A N R R R e




: - M (m
L

-
I mm%

Siiaa :

TR







Mennonite Archives of Ontario

HFR.R. D
d{{?k/a' Vineland Ont., July 12, 1918.

Brethren:- Greeting.

In a letter to Mr, Scott, M. P, I stated the following,
"I have been wondering much whether our boys who report when called, will
be required to sign for service and take the medical examination, Their
signatures would ¥EGuis8 IHEX obligate: them to do militery duty and
to accept military regulations. The medical examination would require their
calssificcation as soldiers. Under the present arrangement, their sigmnatures
to the Leawe of Absence requires them to renort regularly, and might be
construed to imply their consent to do military service when called
upon. We do not wish to appear as doubting the sincerity of the arrange~-
ments, but note a source of possible complication."

Thepabove letter was dated the 2nd Inst. The mly is as follows,=-
"I have your letter of the #nd Inst, and have taken the matter up with the
suthorities at Ottawa. I have also pointed out that in connection with the
carying out of the instruetions which have been issued from Ottawa regarding
your people that there amppears to be more difficulty in the District of
Toronte tan in any other Distriet. I trust that my communication may have
the desired effect.™

The three brethren who were court-mgrtialed and imprisoned are now
released from prison and in camp awaiting their leave of absence, Word is
at hand that they will be granted their leave of absence. The oniy brother
still in detentiomn, to my knowledge, i@ Clarence Fisher of Batteaux Ont.

No further trouble has been reported from any of the districts. I believe
that some of the previous exemptions will be appealed by the Public Repre=-
sentative, Mr, Smythe, of Toronto, and these brethren will be obliged to
either @end in their credentials to the appeal Tribunal or Report in persen
and present their Certificates of Megbership, as evidence that they will
not be able to serve even if called, and that they will be able to secure
& leave of absence from the O0fficer Comnanding in case they report for
gservice. In case their exemptions are cancelled byjithe Appeal Tribunals it
will not effect our privilege of secure freedom from se:vice through the
present arrangements granting leave of absence. Our brethren will only be
obliged to go through further ceremonies and secure their frecdom,.

Please find enclosed copies of the Memomandum of the laws affecting
our Churches as pertaining to their privileges of exemption., Thiese were
copied from the copy secured by Brother Reesor. It is well that we have
these copies and it might be good to have either more copies made or printed
for the use of our brethrem who have the work of the Churches in hand,
Those brethren who have been on the Comnittees should have a copy eagh, and
it is my purpose to make another five copies so that each of them may have
8 copy. It might not be any advantage to print and distribute these laws
indiseriminately. But I think it would be well if each of our ministers
had a copy of them. It would help them %0 undemstend the general situation

much better.,
Yours in faith,
7 o A G

S R ‘ e
L _[ ,'..—’Lv~7 { ;/ l// /'/L‘ "/ ;
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Vineland Ont‘,_Julj 13th, 1918,

N+ M, Bearinger, : 3
\Elmira ?nt..

Dear Brother:i- Greeting,
. " Your letter of the 1lth Iust, Teceived,
In reply I would sey that as far as the wokks of the NonpResi;tant Relief
Organisation is conecerned, the Bxecutive Committee had a meeting recently
in Hrkham, and fromnlated gome, plans for proceeding with the werk of
collecting the contrivutions from the varioua Churches. This work will
be underbaken &s soon as they have the necessary literatgre whish will
be sent out éb give instructions regarding the célleoting of these fumnds,
It is probable that it will be done in the near fututre.

Brother D, W. Heise is the Seeretary of the Organi:atiOﬂ and will
have the work of sending out these papers and keeping the brotherhood
informed coneerning the eolleeting of the money. It would be well 4
gome of your bretiren could. get toga@her and make out some kind of & plan
for collecting in your diptrict. It may be that Brother Thomas Reesor,
who is the Treasurer of the Organilation, would have some plans to suggest.
But is is eertain that each distriet will have ‘to adopnt & plan that will
be most suitable to its own conditions, We trust that th re vill be & hearty :
rbcpdnse on the. part of all of our people and, while we have not all -of
>, the favors we would dssire from the Government, we should thank the Lord
thay we have been so higly favored that none of our brethren are today in
any way asaoaia.’ceﬁ ith the militis te the extent of being sempelled to ‘
serve in any capﬁcity by the Gevounment. There are no new devolopcmentl
;“ux the present timl. All are releasedmfrom prison and will be given thelr

papers a: 1ouvo as soon as thoy cun be proeured.
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Vineland Out,, July 16th, 1918,
Re Eltherington, ! :
Lion Hesd, Ont,.

Dear Brother:/ Greeting in the name of Jesus,
Your letter for the interests of Lorne‘iioyle.\written
on the 12th Imst, was duly received., Bnclosed you will lind a copy of
the Letter written o him and whieh will explain to him the nature of
the exemption that is granted at the present time to members of the
Churches which our Committee represents,

We are sorry that we have not been ablc 10 secure a
better recognition for our non-resistant faith, It seems that there is so
muich prefjudice and opposition to the granting od any exemptions, and
especiall exemptions for religious srounds, that the Government hss not
considered it advisable to grant us complete exempbtion sach as was our

privilege under the prewious Statutes of Cmsda, However, it is impossible

for us to get all the recognition thet we want inm this world., One thing
i8 certain, and that is, that the Lord's kingdom i$ not of this world,

¢ It is a mt%lr for the Govermment to counsider e permit religious freedom
in the land, but it is net in their providence to say how & person mmst
worship, In order to, comeiliate all religlous bodles it is somctimes
necessary for them %o show that they faver no special religious prin-
eiples, and that is perhaps the reason that we are not given our full

L privileges, although we are glad thet they have not,thus far, obliged us
to violate any of our principleshy compelling any of our members to do
military service, Under the p esent law our brethren are called soldiers
whether we desire it or not, They are also considered to be soldiers une

der the present arrangement, and are considered to be on Léave of Absence |
without pay, But this is their attitude toward us, We emept the conditions

under protest, and are still glad that we are free from the service, and
thank God for the comsideration that has been given to us by the Govemn-
ment under which we live, : : ‘ .

: I am enclosing you eepies of the letter written to
Borther Boyle and the form f certificate used for adheremts, This form
you can lll.oohango. if necessary, to meet your own needs, or write out
a similar one that wil er for your Church, I have tried to outline
the oourse of progecdure as best I ecould, not kunowing the exact circume
stanees of the Brother's relation to the Church, You will understand that
your signature to the Certificate, will be homored by the Officer Com=

- ménding, Colonel John Youngs, London, To whom you must aphly for the
Leave of Absence, A letter %o hxn’axplaining the case and requesting the
fgvor that is granted to Memnonites will un oubtedly bring about results.

# relief for ome of those for whom Christ died and whom we love bescause
. He loves hin, I.am, ' Pl PR

T /

: S ; 7!xdit1ng'ﬁhat,this.mgy be of noma'assistqﬁbe 1ﬁ affording

Your sorvaut for Christ's sake,

et Sl
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Vigeland Ont., Julyléth, 1918.
Pte. Lorne Boyle, :
@ Cos ket Depot Battn, V.0.R.
. #3139120, Platoon 28 A. , .
‘ Le!ﬁo’n Unt.

* Dear Friendj~ ; : ;

A letter from your pactor, Bro. R. Eltherington, of Lion .
Hosd Ont., writtem en the 12th Inst, was received yeatexday. His iluguiry
was concerning the provisions thei ave umde for the exemption of membare .
. of the Monnonite Brethren in Christ. You will understend that cerialn

exemption privileges that were granted some tiwe &80 are now consideved . :
canceled and nome of our Onterio brethren are censidered o have exemption

apivileges seve [rom non-cembatant service., However, and arrengenent has
bsen eiiected with the Militia Council at Ottawa, “through the efforts of
sertain Members of Parlimment who were appoinied a Committee by the Gove
ernnent to deal with these msiters i n our behalf, and the arrangement is
a8 followsi~ _

A1l persons who are bona~fide members of the lennonite or
Tunker Chureches, - inelud ng sll branches of the Mennonite Church,~ are
to be grputed an indelinite leave of nbsence, when recorting to Head gGuart

ers after receiving notice %¢ report for serviee, snd presenting a Certifi.

cate of membership, showing that they are members of the Church before

the 6t _of July, 1917, eand the Ceriificate signed by & minister or Bishop

whose signature is suthorised by the Government. . : :

| Amother arrangement exists for persons who are adhotents of

" $he Chorches mentioned, The adherents are cousidered ig be Those persoms -

who were regular atémundsnts of the Church prior %o Jul; 6th, 1917 snd
whose intentions were to unite with the Meunonite Church snd who have
‘#ince that date mede amppliestion and have setuslly Jjoined and taken

the obligation as & Memuonite, The time limit for the uupiting with the

Churek of an adherent has not beon stated., In faet 1% woyid be an ine

justiwe to set suoh a limit, sinee 1t would efiect the work of ¥he Chureh,

- Churches on the part of the Govermuenl. N

' @inee I have mo furether information ss te the conditions of
youy membership with the Church I am not in & pesitions %o give you
farther direetions. If you have been received as & member the Chureh

gnd would be egquivil to setting a ben onm the work of the Hen-resistant

prior to your heving boen ealled and later than the 6th of July, 13917 .
your clain for exemption can be made e¢ & member of the Church and {:ﬂf
membershiv Cerbificate, ufud b&ym Pastor, should be presented %o
the 0fficer Comusnding iilitery Distriet No.l, London Ont amd Leave of
Absence asked for mmig‘tﬁ’ ar augemnt made for Mennemites, In case =
you have besome g member of the Church since the date mentiomed, you
.+ ghould receive a certificate as an adherent, & copy of the fora ip herwith .
. wencboged, and the same presented with your reguest for Beave of sbsemese -
- 8% & Mennonite. Your Pestor, Bro. R. Hltheringion,is suthorised o sign
:* ertificate, and his signature will be honored by the Offleer C nding
paid in casefou have not yet become a memper, amd it had besm youwr -
ation phior teo your being call-d of bevoming s Memnonite, you have the
of membership, but it may rest with the Ofiicer to consider -
| &liﬁ‘“ 1oir owo ju@gment, but ever sueh cases have boen fay

I hope this may be of some assistance in your case, Our primei~
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This young man registered vnder the conditions of the
Order in Couneil, on the first day of June ', last, at
Cayuga Ont,, and the nuamber of his resistratim fcm has been
sent you in my previous letter., Hism age is 19 years, -

: Mr, Armstrong d4id not register under the previous condition
of the M « - and therefore he could not apply for the usual -
exemptions, and has not becn assigned the registration number
: given under the M.8.,4, and # nce ha has mt een assisna for
service he holde no service nuaber, /¢ fun ven, 40 e »f/ # ‘f/ v Loae 8 /z s

In & number of instanses the ministera e:r some of our
HBennonite comgregations have been asked ﬁlycmr department to
send in the names of members who are of itary age, or who
are between the ages of 19 and 34, Those who were asked to do

~ have responded. Since My, Hoover 1s a member of the Church
this information was sent you after his registration inm

keeping with the request of your Department, this may be
the canse of the nimndcratanuns regarding his case,

= ch ‘Yours

‘ < = ! (ij Moses Hoover.

+ i

Rev, Momes Hoover,

Re Be 2 .
e T B8 Legmard
eax i= d
I wrote you "ti’% . and _on the =
mum:mmgm :ar not thoMmtshl m -for Exempt

. t for Bervie if so the Serisl number thorcof, -
” am’ ‘ “?l'lu“ =¢ good enough to nply innthis matter by return ilﬂ- ‘?

B ! : |
% - | : - %:’ ¢. Lesslie Wilson, - i
e : S Ontario Reglstrar. =5 |

"
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: Vineland Ont., July 17th 1918,
Freeman Johnson, £
Stevensville Omt,,

Dear B. other in faith:~ Greeting,

: Bnciosed you will find Certificates of Membership on regulaxr
forms for yourself and Roy. Koy will net uneed any other class of
certificate at present and may not nced guy other, It is a question as
%o whether the Government will require an adherents certificse from one who

 united with the Church before he became 19 years of age, If such will be

required it cam be furnished on the regular forms when neecded, .
At the present time all of our boys are out of the camps and alse
the Tunker brethren. Some were alrcady servieng thelr court-martisl sentene 1
ces at Burwash, but the authorities reveoked the sentences and have given ‘
the boys en indefinite leave of absence from the mruy. ‘e are certainly !
glkad for the favors that have been granted us thus far, and hope that
there will be no fubther complications regarding cur relation with
the Government and the military depa: tment. We do not kunow what will yet
be done by the Govemment. When the hoads of the Government return from their
trip to Englend, where they have becn in consultation with the British
authoriteles and the Chielfs of the Military Couneil of the Allies, it
may be that some drgstie legislation may he enacted, and we may be more
implicated than now, but we trust by the grace of God tobe kept from e
the ordeals of military service and eonflicts with the military asutherities,
& trust that you are enjoying the experlences of a conseerated
ehristian life, and that the knowledge of your new relation to Christ and
the blessings of your fellowship with Him are giving you eonstent satise
faction, There is much to be learmed, and one of the lessons that i# so hard
to,learpis that we are not always sble to keep the bedy and the fiesh /
under the perfect control of the Splrit, We nced-to strive for this me stery. ?
There is nc perfoetion in the flesh, but we thank God That we find the {
renewed svirit in our he rts is alwaps endcavoring and aleays true to the :
Lord The discouragements that we get should nefer he allowed to dis=cour-~
age the Soirit, He wil. contirue to afford us His help, and ever prompt uu
#n a new endeavor %o go on to perfection, As long as we find this Spirit
present and prompting us we know that the Lord is present to give us His
help and %tc allow us %o parieke of His grase and merey, lay the Lord give
you new victorics and rcnewed grace each day, We pray that all of your
loved ones may be able to know and fear the Lord, :
ke 1 am enclosing & copy of the Resolution of our Gemeral Conference
‘on our attitude toward military serviee, I hope that your daughter is « el
improving in health and that the Temainder of the Tanlly are well. My wife @ |
has just recovered from & siege of gikness and ve the nk the Lord for her '
recovery and for daily mercies, . . ,
; e bt Yours in faith,

G _ : ;
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. ; Vineland Ont. , July 17tH 1918. -
Hoyman A, Winger, : j
StBVGnsville' Ont,

Dear Brotheri- Greeting in the name of Jesus,

Your letter of the l4th Inst., received., Accord-
ing to the usual method of securing Leave of Absence, you would be ree
guired to report at HeadOmatters and apply for your Leave, You should
present your Q@értificate of Memebership , signed by Brother Bert Sherk,
and ask for the Leave of Absence which 1s granted %o the Tunker brethren

S8ince you have been in the cmmp and the officers gre acquainted with
your profession and have granted you leave for periods of ten days, it )
might answer the samec purpose for you to send in your certificate and
ask them to grant you the Leave 1o which you are entitled as a Tunker, aull

to iuform you if it is not possible to recelve that character of Leave with- -

out your apply in person for the same, If they insist on your reporting in
person then it willd be necessary for you report in cerson with your VI
Certificate of Membership and secire the necessary papers, Ther is one
consideratiof which you may be aware of, and that is, the Leave must be
signed by yourself, and henee it could not be signed unless sent te you
and I am dogbtful if that would be done by them, It might save both time

xEpariciaxce and trouble for you to report in person and then everything

could be atitended to satisfactorally, - :

I do not know whether or not you had made use of the certifiecate

that was given you by your Bishop in securing the leave that was granted
you until the last of July., That certificate should have been sufficient
to seeure you the indefinite leave under Which you are required te report
onge in three manths, on the first days of Jan., April, July,and October,
When you report take with you the letter you received from Cel, Bickford
for evidence that you are nentitled to a special Leave. This may be of
some assistance to you since it is¢ evident that the officilas at the camp
have beon allowing you only what they have béen iunclined to give you from
the fact that you have not received vhat was entitled you and net what others
of the brethren have received. 1 hope that you will be able to get a'
satisfactory paper the next ftime you weoprt, -~ . o

I had & letter from Brother Isasc Swalm this week stating that Emmest
arrived at home on the 10th Inst. It was a happy occasion for the family

and the Lord was praised for the deliverance which He gave to ome of His

e sgke of otiers whe are thus made free, , _
- It will be a pleasure to give ou any other assistance that you may i
equire if in our power to give 1t in this matter, The Lord direcct your way

ong who was in trouble for so long a bime. May there be more joy for

- _end give you His blessing each day and undeér every circumstance in which
'~ you may need His help g a e A s e ; :

: Yours in Him,
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Bish. J. R. Zook, Chairman Bish. C. N. Hostetter, Secretary Eld. S. G. Engle, Treas.
Bish. J. N. Hoover Eld. J. L. Heisey, Asst. Sec.
Eld. J. M. Sheets Eld. D. W. Heise

Matt. 28. 19-20 d of The Bret[)r Matt. 9. 37.38

Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing %oat e[] : Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest
them in the name of the Father, and of the e 00 11] Walets sl But:this bt faws
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching > 5‘;.‘)\ CZ O
them to observe all things whatsoever @\ l} ¢ Pray ye therelore the Lord of the
I have commanded you: and lo, d‘/ harvest, that he will send forth
I am with you alway, even Q labourers into his harvest.
unto the end of the world. < '90 - = 9

Amen. @ £ (A

483 o

- g8
’ Ormle I
G . "'JUlY; L thy 9’8
Eld S, F, Coffman,
Vineland Ont.
Dear Bro. GREETING
I have your communication of the 12 ty, tnst. And in e

reply 1 may say briefly, that all of our Boys are again at home,so far as 1
know,with the exception of Bro J. H. Heise, who was home for one week, but
returned to Toronto yesterday for further information,and his final LEAGE,

I have not yet learned what success he met with, but have nodoubt he will be
home again in a few days. You will of eourse have notice the possibility of
Parliament being summonsed to meet for 2 special session, Do you not think thatw
we should be very allert in the event of matters taking suéh a turn,and be
prepared to have our interests looked after. This may be worth coﬁsidering at

least.
Yours In His Name,

e :
(;\?~“"lkf“??—ik—1;/(/cL{>
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Vineland QOnt., July 19thl 1918,
Bighop John Sider, :
© Marshville, Ont,

Dear Brother in the Lord:~ Greeting.

Your letter of the 17th received and
noted with pleasure, We have reasons to thank the Lord for the faver that
has becn hegtowed wpon us for delivering us from the power oftumptation.
We feel thet He has intervened in the matter of our securing rolief fro
the bbligation of military sefvice. This was a . reat rial to the whole
Chruch and there were many prayers offered up by many feithful souls, We
feel that those who prayed in sincerity and with falth were the ones who
accomplished most in the matter of securing relief Ifrom the things whieh
were so hard to bear, It is not alnays the power that is manifest that ace
complishes the mos t, But the Lord has accomplished all for us,

We feel to rejoice that all of the brethren are at last free form _
their detention and imprisonment, and th:t they are again privileged to be
with their freinds and in the midst of conditions that they enjoy snd in
which they may be of some service in their testimonyband faith, It is true
that their testimony while in the camps may have counted for a great deal.
there were many who cme in toush woth the truth while they were there whe
would never have known of such a faith and who may never have thought of
the truth of the Gospel in the light of noun-resistence had it nut been for
the witness of these brethremn. S50 there was some blessing resvltlng from
their time spent in the camps. The seed that was sown will bring about a.
hatrvest in due itime, We should wontinume to pray that the Lord will bring
about much govd through the trials that our brethren have been culled upon

Yo bear. There is no doubt but thet it has been an experience that the
whole Church has realiged some good from and we hopw that the blessings
that come from having been brought very near to the Lord widl keep us ;
very near to Him snd very true %o His word, We necd to hawe such expere .
iendes at times, and may we always be found ncar to His slde and under the
‘power oiikhe blood thgt cleanges us frem sin, .

A letter fwom Brother Feige says that all the brethren froem that .
Distriet are at home Bgain cmecept Brother John Heise who has retirend %o
camp for the sake f getiing his Lesve.

Regarding.the Gift spoken bf, which your congragation has so gener-
erously o fered in sppreciation of what has been done in their behalf, it :
must be ieft to their own discretion, The brethren at difieremt. plncou 5
have taken it upon themselves to help besr these expenses, and 1o makC'!% e
possible %o give time amnd attention to this work, sc that the famil; b
well as your servant might be 8lbe to get the necessetiecs of life, The
fund thet was raised for. the expenses of those who were engaged in this .

work was intended to meet actugl outlay in the work, such as travelling
expenses, postage and such like, There is ample fund onn and for such ex~
penses at the vresent time, The fund for svecial expenses was contrft&jct
‘%0 by all of the Churches ans is in the hands of the Tressurer of the '
esistant Relief Organigation, Brother Thomas Reesor, and it iaar~*%;;
that your congragation also con r{butpd to this fmd, Our own needs arery
ly supplied at present and there is actually no need om our art, We
qu‘ not ask for other gifts, and feel that there are so meny others who
‘in actual need that if your congragation desires to make Q» ift to the
3‘#& for some spescila favors that we w 111 be just as glad for them to

= bestow the gift there as to bestow it upon us '*"Iiﬁﬁi{‘ said !
- eould not help sce a s, that if wgm for us
. we ceuld not do vmﬂ @ W‘g reeommond that the
’ taz nnons ‘of others have the prefere: We have so to thank ﬁ&b =2
thouythtlom-‘m us, and we £ ¢l that He will
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Continue +to gives us all that we need, Through His grace, my Dear W.
was restored to her health, after being in bed for a week and while we
were foarful that an operation might be her only relief, She i@ not
real sirong yet, but able to be sbout, and I know that she does things
bejond her. strength, Yet, the Lordf is giving this grasce, We have refused
10 acvept some gifts thet were offered us by persons vwho were direetly
affected by the eonsequences of this draft law and whom we gave assistance
in our capaeity as appointod by the Church, We could not feel justifiecd to
add to the burdems which they were already bearing, espeeailly when we
bad no specddl need. These things are writ en o you, Brother, not as
boasting, but as giving you information thet may help you to understand our
condition as well as our position regarding these gifis, We trust that
. your dear brethren will ujdersiand us ., We réjoice with them in their de=
Sire to thank the Lord for His mercies to them and their children, and . }
foel it our duty to alse share in their thewk offering %o Him, rather than :
t0 receive it from them, We have often prayed that the Lord might make it j
possible for us to be able to get ~long without being & dburdan on the : 4
gereroaity of the Chureh se that the Church might be in & position to do b
other work tha needs se much to be donme, And for this we still pray. : '
How, Brotham, let the Lord direcet you in this matter. Feel free to do
what He directs, and feel that you are under no obligatiocan, by what I ;
have said, to make & glft to us, And mdy the Lord have the praise for
the hearts that are willing to impart their blessings to others, The
8pirit of the brotherhood there is & joy to the Lord, and we praise Him
t00 for such & spirit and may He abundantly bless you and diret you, o
that you may have fruit thet will abound to your account,
- The Penily are all well, and the children have been picking
frait. All are dbusy as far as they cen be, and sedm to emjoy being able
6o esrn something that will help them to do a part ia supolying the needs
of the lome. They have always taken an scilive interest inm earning something ~
to0, to help along in mission work, They have their missien fund every year '\
and 1t is good to sec them take sm intercst in doing good to others, A : y!
: other Heise writes me that thore is some podsiblity of there belng
& special session of Barliament some time sonu and that it may be necessary
for our peo:le to have their interests gvarded at such 3 time. for the A
secssion will 1ikely take up the guestion of obligetory militery service. =
This brings us to the faet thHat while we are enjoy ng the proteotion of -
the Lord in pr:semnt cireumstances, we ne=d to coantinue to pray that ‘
the blessings that we have gsecured mey continue to be ours for the sake
- of a true testimomy of the Yospel of peace and good will to all mem, e
Lot us not gorget thet we have a place to fill and may we not forget te £
keep our brothrem alert to the mission that is ours. If our ministry is to
do good to our fellowmen, the door is open and there 1s mueh good that n
needs to be done, Our sons are sparod to us, snd we are thus in a positien
to do that much extra of good to the umeedy ounes in the world, o R
We are glad for the privileges of fellowship that we have enjoyed '
%0 gether and may the Loxd kcep our hearte warm sdn our faith strong in -
our comuon cause. We willbe glad t0 have you wome and be with us agida.
With love and best wishes %o all, I am ‘ & e iy
S R ‘ Yours in Ohristc : : g

o
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~%his account, and please enter an itanvan yoar books for the same
- 8moun® from Vineland, without stsbting the name, This will balanne,feur
am

~ which were sent iu agpresaition of viaht - vas done and Yo he:
- me, but it is rather & Gifficult item Lo estimete and Bo

~ plased thore and reported, Shere may have
_Bome of these 1tems. ad T witl be i

well vlth them, My wife is bebter sgin, but
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Vineland Om%,, Julyil9th 1918,
Thomas Reesor, i ‘
Piokering Ont. "

Dear Brother- Greeting in the name of “the Lord, %

. e Your letter of the 18%th Inest., received and
noted, I am enelosing several eovies of the Statiment of our position
onnthe question of military serviece, and trust that you may be able fo m
make use of them,’ e
; I am in faver of having the report of the Statutes regarding
the mennonites and military service printed, and made use of in a judicious -
manner by omr NOon-resistant Orgenization, amd I believe that it will be
& good thing to place it in the hands of some of the members of Parliament, .
I had & letter from Brother Heise yesterday and he thinks that we should ‘
be on our guard, end wateh the developments s Since it is evident that -
Parlissent will mect in exira~ordinary session in the mear future
and we will then be im a apostion to have our int resis dookad after
4% we see the membors. in time end have iheu take an interest in our sase,
We should not think of agking them %0 bring any new legislation before
?arliameny Low, since there is an emtmz smount of prejqdice agalinst us,
We will be sarisfied with what we bave under present conditions, pro=- 4
‘vided the Govermment sgain renews its pledge of total exemption when the o
eonditions sre more favorable to us, or rahter , we willbe sa!isfied
if the Covernment allows us e understand that our privileges are not
now taken away Irom us, : ; :

I an giving you a statement h ercwith regarding the expenscs whieh N
heve scerued ou account of correspondien ce for Lthe Comnittecs and for the ;
M-R.3.0, Since last Nopember I have used a thousand printed envelopes, -
and making a rough estimate of a thousand she-i8 of le.icr peper. I am’
puttiog in & bill for postage to cover whai has been used Since the last
allowsnce was made for Lhe same, or at least the most of what wes used,

i

1000 Printed enveloves, L s _
y 1000 Retter paper i Xe 59 o2
Postage - s 10, 00 : ‘ > 44

¥ - ‘ \ N ™ B i
Ifhe enelosed bill, receipted, will answer Tfor the settlement of

books and show an item of expense from the Twnd, The reason that
g@#ng,thlnvis on account of the fach $hot there has been funds sent to us iy
3 ﬁggr personal use in the work and we have folt thet thed actusl outlay A
should go into your fumd, even though we feel that we 4o not want %0 - b
‘meke the dralt on your funds for the amount, Lar s .
. Some contribubtions came te us, from some of the Amish aog;xcuﬁticna.
L beax °
it itom with
. 1f gy ot

"17,4 be

1A kv(

expenses and time spent, Time, of course has been the large

thege contributions were intended for the ggﬁaral fund !

j ; .70 : e gled to have them ¢le:
id Brother Hoover get along with is ap :

Hours ia Zaith,
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R Vineslnd Ont,, July 19th, 1918, :
o % Eei’e, e o
Gormley Ont, -

Dear Br.theri- Greeting. 4
; Your letter of the 17th instant received and
noted, It is well worth while that we give some attontion to the
matters of Government that ere likely to be taken up snd to note the
possibllty of the re-assembling of Parliament to take action regarding
the man-powey bil: that has been challenged by the Provinces of the
Dominion, It is albtogether likely that when the heads of the Govemnuent
return to Canade, that there will be some drastic action taken to
provide recruits for the army, In that cace there will undoubtedly be a
chalienge of the privileges that have been accorded the young men in
our chupches, These same young men have already proven to the Government
and $0 the Military authorithes what stend they will take regarding
militarypservice, But the Governmeni{ may attempt to pursuade them o
take up some feom of nOn-combatant ‘service, and this fact has been in-
timated by the le ter that has been semt out .to most of our bishops
and some of our ministers, suggesting that we hold & conference and
decide on adviging our young men to accept such service rather thaun %o
have theu shut up in prison, We have reviied to thet letter;, snd have sinoe
sent to the Public Representative inyf Toronto a copy of the Resolution
of our General Conferemce held in 1917, in which isnstat d the position
whieh all of our churches hold regarding military service, But this
may not be the end of vhe effert to coerco us in these things. The
Quakers are“scce ting some forms of non-combatant servige, especially
with Red~Cross organigations wnder the direction oi the Quaier orzabizations
in Sngiand and the United States, These organizations are not co nected
with the army, bdut are working on the filds and giving aid as hospital
‘units, but are supported emtirely by funds from the Quaker snd other '
- bodies of similar faith, Some of our brethren have offered their ber71;ai
with those units, but onmiy a limit-d number have been accomadated. do ¢
- mot think that we are veady %o offer suech service to our bretiren, The
nature of the service rendered may ve perfeetly christian, but the effil-
ligtions are not eclear to my mind, Other services are out of the guestion,
I% will be well for us to w theh the tremd of affalrs and to get im
fYouch with th -e members of Pariiament who have rendered us a great .
sorvice as soon as it is d-emed expedient. I wilil write Mr, Scott in the
course of a few days and give him & report 0f the present clreumspances
of our brethren and suggest the possibilty of out standing being brought
before Parliament in case it mects in extra-mrdinary sessiom, = »
Thank you for your suggestions and please keep us posted ou any
,mnttors that come berore you. Ve mave limited sources of Imformation,
since our paper comes from Hamilton, and the Toronto papora iny
geon when calling on the neighbors,
et us keep on praying whila we wath and labor,

\ 0 Tours in fai’bh 7 e

e g 0
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