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Selkirk ént., July 20th, 1918.
Mr. C. Lesslie Wilsen,

Ontario Registrar,
Toronto Ont,

Dear 8ir:- ' b TR
'Re Leonard A, Armstrong, :

This young man regletered under the conditions of the
Order in Council, on the first day of Jume , last, at
Ceyuiga Ont., and the number of his regisbration forn has been
sent you in my previous letter, His age is 19 years,

Armgtreng did not register under the previous condittatﬂ '
of the T 28. and therefore he could not apply for the usual

exemptions, 2nd has not been assiguned the registration mumber
glven under the MsSebe and s nce he Hoes not been assigned for

In & number of ipstanses the ministers of sone of our .
Mennonite comgregations have been asked by your department to
gend in the names of members who are of military age, or who
are between the ages of 19 and 34, Those who were asked to do
have responded, Since My, Hoover is a member of the Church ]
this information was sent you after his registration in ¢
keaping with the request of your Depariment, and this may ‘be A
the cause of the migunderstanding regarding his ease,

- Yours truly
(Qignedj lMoses Hoover,

COEY OF mﬁm OTRTR HOOVER, : :
oronto, July 16th, 19 8. 2

Rev, Mnees Hoover,

g ”?t* | Rl:Leonard A, Hoover
Dm S !‘3'- e -

: I wrote you on the 15%tn of June 1ast and ngttn on the :
>ann of July esking whether or not the above man filed claim for &:om@tilu
or Report for Bervice and if so the Serial mumber thewcef.

.Please be good enough %o raply inuthis matter by return ma&l
1 % OYQU.I‘B t!’lll - ,
- (Signad 0. Lesslie’ Willon.
Onmam1o Regis

Yy
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MILITARY SERVICE ACP% 1917,

Notice of Disposition of appedl to
Central Appeal Judge,

Serial Nummberp Consecutive No.
740795 AC, on 8chedule,
460 A,

Name, Mr, Ezra Baerﬂ
Street and No., R R #2
City or Town, Petersburg Ont,

You are notified that the Appeal to the
Central Appeal Judge with respect to the exempt-
ion from Military Service of yourself has been
‘eonsidered by the Central Appedl Judge
and his deeision was that exemption be~-- -

"Allowed from combatant service and
until November 1st, 1918, as a farmer,"

(Signed) W. E. Wismer,
Registrar Under Military
Service Aet, 1917,
At London Ont,

Note., If the decision was that Claim for
Bxemption be disallowed, or sllowed only for a tim
time which has expired, or under circumstances
which no longer exist, the man concerned must
comply with sudh orderﬁ as he has already
received or as may be sent to him by the
Registrar herewith or hereafter,
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- : Vineland Ont,, July 23, 1918,
Egra Baer, : ,
Petersburg Ont. R.R./2.,

Desx Brothey{-Groeting.
: Your letter of the 22nd Inst, Reeeivad and noted.

The copy of the Notiee which you received from the Registrar from
London was s mtber efInterest to me, It is the firet of the Kind thet I
have received, and correspopds, however with the decisions that have been
glven by the Central‘Apped§ Judge on other eaces of Appeals by our
Brethren, But this ic he first case in which & time limit was set for
Exemption, and thet on the- grounds of your being s farmer, Anoider case

has just come before The Exempition Tribunal in Toronsd, of an a peal by 4
"8 brogher Ain the Markham Distriet, who 18 aun Adherent, of the Reesor Church, |

He has also been granted exemption until Hovember, There will then likely
be a call for a number of our brothren who are allowed at home now om
account of their being farmers., But the faet that they will then be called
does not prohibit their responding when ecalled, sad pfescnting their gere
$ificates as members of the Menuonitc Chnreh ans securing their Leawe of
Absence the same as others who have bsen called om accom%t of thelir QXD
tions heving been cancclled under the »0rder in Counecil, . ¢ R

Theve is uo reason as yet why any of our brethren need to be alarmed :
by the decisions of the Cemtral Apveal Judge, The fact is, that the arrvanges |
ment which is now in eperatiom is such on accoint of that decision, It im
not possible Zor the Military Authorities to grant us 'xemption wnder the
Military Service Act, sice that Act has been explained as granting oxemps
tion to Ontario lMemnomites, only from Combatat service, But we have mukim
_ that our brethren cannot do any pilitary service, and ‘the porsons who
have taken this mattor up forxr us, have arranged with tho Military sérvice
Couneil %o have our uLrethrem mllowed a Leave of Absence, when they are
ealled, and this Leave grante them the Privilgge 0f remaining away from
militery service until they are called and uvnder the srrangemeats they

wlll not be ealled, but 1 be required to report by letter four times
- in a year, stating their place of residence amd their occupaticm, This
grrangement is @uuivalent to a complete exemption, s

There'may be other coditions instituted at & lebter date by the .

/ @overnment, but there 1s mo intimetion st the prevent time that thers will
be any service reguired of our brethren. In the west they have complete o
exemption grgnted them and their Church Certifichesare the only evideunce

- Fequired to secure their exemption. On account of the fact that our ,
brethren in the West and the Russiap Memnonites are totally exempted

we have confidence that there will be no foreible methods employed 1o
oblige our brothrem to enter the army service, May the Lord avail fer
us tin the future as he has in the past, and may we be watchful and = ayer-
ful while we ?lsc poove faithful to our trust as His servants, ‘ g

'Y ours in faith, ; s
ffi;???l :
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# Vineland Ont., July 23rd, 1918,

iJR. Ebersole, ;
Hilverton Ont.

Deaxr Brother:- A'friondly Greeting in the name of the Lord.

Your letter of the 19th Instant with the enelosed loney Orvder
for the amount of $10,00 vwas duly received and I herwith express to you
my heartfelt thenks for the interest taken fin our behalf during these days
in which we have endeawored to labor for the Master in behalf of those whon
He loves and has saved by His own blood and set free from the carnal will
which has previcusly led us in “the waiggof the f1 to fulfill the lusts
thereof, and wars and £ightings come m the lus¥s of the flesh,

We wish t0 thank all of those wh have been instrumental in helping
on iz this work and we know thet the gifts of the brethren and sisters hmve
ebabled us toc give time and attention to this work in a away that we ecould
not otherwise have done, And ve feel thot the Lord wihll rdchly reward them
for their helpfulmess, and bdless them with many spiritusl blessings, for
those blessings are worth more by far then those of a tempogrsl nature,

We need both the natural blessinge snd the spiritual ones, Panl says that
the things which are seen are temporal and the thi ge which are unseen
are eternal, We pray the §ord to bless you and the brotherhood whth the
eternal bldssings,a{ocauae you have them most on your hearis and your!
prayers and your labors have been to make it possible for you amnd for us
all %o enjoy the blessings of the Spirit in peace and love and good will )
%o all men, :

Brother Jantxi wrote me on the 2nd of July and enclosed an order
for §16,40, which we acknowledged and wrote the brotherhood a letter of
thanks for their kindness, We feel that we have been well repaid for our
labors in the gratitude of the hrearts of those who have been helped im
Securing their freedom from militery service, and the joy that is in the
hearts of many parents because their sons have been free t¢ service the
Lord and spared to them in the home end chureh, It is & souree of joy %o
know that the Government has been faithful to the promisges given to oux
forefathers in their ecoming to this Land, ani we should mway that the Lord
will in some way reward them for their sincerity in granting this religlous
1liBerty to His children. The remuneration for the time and labor spent i8
sufficient, We could not ask more, amé we would desire that you do mot feel
unier any furhter obligations to us for what we have done, except to cons

%inue in love and prayer for us, ;

I am sorry that I overlooked remding you one of the last letiers.
Your name is on the list, and wes overlooked by mistake, I an encloséng &
eopy for you. Also find enclosed eopies of the certificates used by our
brethren and by the Russian brethren in the west, There is also a copy of
the report that was made to the Government from the blanks that were
£illed out by our brethren who had cal imed exemption, The report was :

--eompiled from all the reports sent im, There were no names or places or
Bdmbers given, But you will notice how differently the applications were
treated when all cleimed exemptiondas mambers cg,fﬂn nen~resistant ehurches,
This report was sent in in June, e e _ ~

-~ There have been no new developments. We feel that we should ever be

on our guard and it may be that when the members of the Government return
from Englend that some steps may be taken that will reguire further effort .
on our part, Let us wateh and pray. Will be glad to learn of any matters
elfedting our people that may come under your m/t).«,;. 5 4

- & s { b

-

S 3

Bt Touxs ig faith,

e —
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- - 2 Vineland Ont,, July 23, 1918,
Thomas Reesor, Treas. - ' 754
Pickering Ounp, '

Dear Brofer in faithie Greeting. ' Eo¥

: Your letter of the 22nd Inst., with the enclosure
for the amount of the statement sent you was duly received. I had not :
intended you to send a Cheque for thre amount, ($13.75) but would
rakher that you had given eredit for tha amount 0 Vineland, so that
your boocks should balance. You understand why I had prefered to do this,
on account of the contributions that have come in to help to defray the
expenses of my work, Perhaps this can be made right in some other way,

There are stil eome inguiries conming é in from different
persons regarding the conditions of exeontien., A letter from Fetersbhurg
from a brother states that the Central Lpvekl Judge has given & decision
in his case that he is exempt from combatant service ‘and while farmin g
-until the lst of November, This means that the will be called upon for
gombatant service by the Registrar or the Colmmanding Officer at London on
the 1st of November. That 1s the seme time that Noyman Reesor is given,
It is likely th&t a good many of the farmer boys will be oalled on @r
about that date. I have writien the brother that when he is eslled he £
will be reguired to report and then will only meed 4o vresent his
Church Certifiiente and he will be grented the sams leaeve that is now being
grated to the brethrem who heve reported in the past, This, I belisve
is all that will be required, since the arrangement with the Governmen
is su posed to co¥er sll the cases of our breéhren.

. Regarding the sction of the Government when the Premier and
~ the mombers who are with him retura from Zngland, I foel that there will
be some more regulations made that may affect our brethren t., some extent,
it may be that they will a6 as they have bes: doing in the United States, |
reguiring them 0 be subject to Government coutrol and placed on farms - i
by Government appointment or some such work, but, I cannet see that the %
willkgttnmpt any further effirt to require them to engage in any miliit o
work, 5 : ; B
I an writing %o the members of the Commitice asking them theiw
opinion vegrading the prixting of the synop#ss of the Hilitary laws >
regarding Mennonites and Tunkers, I think that it would be a zood thing o
have about five hundred copies and have them in the right hands Tor use
at all times, The wecord of the Goternment in the pest should be s ,
. @anide for the present %ime and should act as a check on auy efforts that .
-9ven the most rebld militarist should atempt to force military service
on our people. . ‘ : : :
2 R The Choque will be cashed so hat you will have your vouchers
for raference. , , : ; : ' .
3 ‘ Thanking you for your kindness and for your
Qoungels in this work, I am, 5 S-S e B e
Y " youre in faith, '

oy
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Com. NfR.R.O.and
Ottawa Com. Vineland Ont., July 23rd, 1918.

Brethren:- Greeting. e

Some of you have seen the copy of the laws regarding the military
servce regulation as gpplied to Quakers, Memnonites and Tunkers, whick
report was compiled by a lawyer in Toronto at the request of Btother
thomas Ressor, Breas of the N-R,R.0., This report is complete, including
all of the laws regarding this matter since the fiest in 1809. It is
important that all of our brethren should be intelligent on thhs subject,
and it is recommended that these compiled statutes be printed and planmed
in the hnads of our Ministers and those who woudd use them judieiously.
The funds now on hand for the expenses of our Committee should be available
for this work since these reports may be used to advantage by legislators
with whom we have to deal in safeguarding our interests with the Govenmment.
Pleage send your decision to the President of the Organization, Bro, L.J.
Burkholder,

There is nothing further to report concerning the exemptions of our
brethren., All are now released and at home, having been granted the Leave
of absence as arranged for them. Let us thank God for this freedom and be
ready to servé the Lord in the relief work proposed.

Yours in Him,
S. F. Coffman,
For the Committees.
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MILITIA AND DEFENCE,

149 College Street,
Toronto Ont., July 29th,1918.,
To:=
r. E.M.Klink,
Glenmount, Muskoka Ont.
Status undéer M.S.4.1917
liennonites,funkers and Amish.

Your letter of the 18th instant addressed to
Colonel H. C. Bickford has been forwarded to this
department for gsction.

It is noted in your letter that you are , gpparently, -
in catagory "B" and as you have not been ordered to report,
no action is necessary. Should you be ordered by the
Registrar to report, it will be necessary for you to do
80 and provide yourself with a certificate from a Bishop
of the Mennonite Church to the effect, that you were on
or prior to the 12th October, 1917, a member in good faith
of the llennonite Churdh and conscientiously objeect to the
underteking of combatant service.

Isagac B. Bribacher, who signedyour certificate of
admission to the Church, is not one who is authorized to
sign your certificate when you claim leave of sbsence.
This will be required to be signed by one of the following
Bishops:

Bishop Jonas Snyder Waterloo Ont.
. Abram Gingrich Elmire Ont.
i Mannasseh Hallman Petersburg Ont.
Acting " L. J. Burkholder Msrkham Ont.
" S. F. Coffman, Vineland Ont.

RCW/LS. (Signed) R. C. Wideger,
Lieut.#£ Colonel
for A.A.G. ,M.D.No,2.
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THE BETHESDA AND STOUFFVILLE TELEPHONE Company, LLIMITED

D. W. HEISE. SEOCRETARY

ISSUER OF MARRIAGE LIOCENBES,
CONVEYANCER, ETOC.

PRIVATE MONEYS TO LOAN. GORMLEY' ONT. Jl)ly, 29 ty’ 19 18

S« . Doffman,
Vinelamd, Ont.

Dera Bro Coffman,
The following is a copy of what appeared in last sat Golbe.

e NSO RERE 1% PIVIDIRG LiIRE
CANNOT CLAIM EXEMPTION
ON RELIGIOUS GROUNBS IF SECT JOINED LATER.
A ruling has come from Qttawa
in regard to the time when men should have been members of religious orders
to secure benifit from them under the M., S. A. .Any man who joined. . a religd-
ous order on or subsequent to Oct 13 cannot claim to benifit €hereﬁy2 This
finding of Ottawa has a particular bearing on the status of men who became
members of the Mennounite Chureh in suech large numbers recently.The ruling fur-
ther points out that the Ontario Mennonites must establish their claim for exe-
mpticn on Conscientious objeetors grounds, as it has been ruled they are not
ineluded among those Mennonites excepted under the act,"
I thought in case
you might not have noticed this ruling it would be of interest to you.
> The
lines are still being drawn tighter, but we believe our God is ABLE.

WE WILL CONTINUE TO PRAY.
Yours In Him,
Q%We.
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Vineland Ont., July 29th, 1918.
L., J. Burkholder,
Markham Ont,,

Dear Brother:- Greeting, _
Your letter of the 24th withy information concern-
ing the proceeduite in camp with our brethren who are called for service

and allowed out on Leawe of Absehce was duly received and noted, Thank

you for this description of the method used by the army officials,

The method of proceedure in order to procure the Leave was
described to me some time ggo, in & letter from Mr, WeicBel, That letter
was the basis of the communication to Mr Scott, which was copied and sent
to you along with his reply. There has been no information concerning the
situation since that time. Perhaps the authorities at Ottawa do not intend
nBking any changes in their method of proceecdure in these cases., They do
not seem to understand that there is m moral principle at stake with our
brethren, and that they are just as conscientious concerning their word
of promise as concerning their acts of violence, In case they brethren aree
required to attest for service, they have given a moral obligation to
enter military service the same as other young men, There is one difference,
they present their Certificate of membershi., with the llennonite or Tunker
Church previous to theirattesting, and that is equivdlent to a protest
against the service and their signaturcs are,therefore, made under
protest, and only in order that they may secure the Leave of Absence from
the service against whiwh their Certificates are evidehece of their protest.

It seems that it is not possible to receive a Leave except from the
Officers of the Regiment, and the signatures are necessary in order that
the Officees have jurisdiction to give the privilege. But, even the Leave
obligetes the bearer to do military service when called upon to do so,
and we have only the word of the autherities to assurace us that our
brethren will not be called upon to do any sefvice after they have been
given their Leawe of absence,. : .

I presume that you have seen the late re-ort from Ottawa as
printed in the Mail and Empire of July 27th. The Status of the religious
bodies which object to Military service has been fixed. The Mennonites are
not included in the "exceptions" of the original reading of the 1917 Act,
(that is, the Ontario Mennonites), and the time limit for any bons fide
membership with such organizations, in order to have the privilege of
exemption has been plased as October 13th, 1917, Lione who heye united with
the Church since that dste will have the privilege of exemption as members
of non-resistant bodies, I am calling up Mr, Scott this morning to have
a talk with him as to how this decision will effect our brethren and those
of the other branches of the Chrurch who have been given adherents' Certif-
jcates., It seems that there are those who presume to interfere with the
lawful working of the Church., We may have more work before us. What is the
 N-R.R. 0., doing with respect to the fund? /

I will write you sgain as soon as I hear from Mr. Scott. There
are a few questions that will need to be gone into regarding our relation
to the Government and status in the East and West, and under the Electicns
act, and under former legislation,

Let us continue to pray for our freedom.Elle is much better and
stronger. The Lord has helped us, and may His grace be given to all.

Yours in faith, 5077 5}///}4”4' | 4
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C. LESSLIE WILSON W. R. SMYTH,
Qntario Registrar PUBLIC REPRESENTATIVE
4 DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE g'_ '; ?/IAARCRI-;ELL,
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH ASSISTANT REGISTRARS
»
: OFFICE OF ONTARIO REGISTRAR

UNDER MILITARY SERVICE ACT

Boarp or Trape BuiLpINGg

TORONTO, Ontario July 29th, 1918.

L. J. Burkholder, Esq.,
Acting Bishop, Menunonite Church,
Markham, Ont.

Dear Sir:--—

Your letter to the Registrar of the 20th of
April has been handed to me to answer. In paragraph three
of the Military Service Act 7 & 8 Georve V. chapter 19,
class one is described as follows:
"Those who have attained the age of 20
years and were born not earlier than the
year 1883 and are not married, or are
widowers without children™
This was the original definition of Class One. Order -in-
Council No. 919 of the 20th of April 1918 enlarged the class
by adding to it:
"men who have attained the age of 19 years
but were born on or since the 13th October
1897 and are unmarried or widowers without
children.™
The Proclamation of the é6th of May calling on the
19-year-o0ld class to register directed the Registration of
all who were then 19 by the 1lst of June and all subsequently
attaining 19 were required to register within ten days after

their 19th birthday.
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L. J. Burkholder, Esq. July 29th, 1918.

A men may now be 35 years and six months old
and still liable to regi;ter providing that he was born
on or after the 1lst January 1883. No man of the original
class who was married before the 6th July 1917 is required
to register and no man of the 19-year-old class who was
married prior to the 6th May 1918 is required to register.
Every widower coming within the designated ages who has no

children is required to register within ten days after

/§o§is truly: A

© B

Ontario Registrar

Per- éi[kL>; UK
Chi ublic Representative.

the death of his wife.

WRS.J
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GFPICE GF CNTARIO REGIBTRANM
UNDER MILITARY SERVICE ACT.

Toronte Ont July, 29 th, 1918.

Name-'Wideman, Roy A.

Address; R. R. /2 Unionville. Ont.

Serial Nog(03246
Loeal Ex Trib 420/94
Consee No -
Appeal Trib-
Consee/ No=-
i Dear BSir.
b Re your order to report for duty to 2 nd Batl,
Garrison C. 0. R. at Toronto, on 25/7/18, on investigation it has been
found that you have been granted the following exemption, -——-- lMennonitemmm———

AndaCertiflcate to this effeect will be maile” on in due €280 course.

You}may accept this letter as-a caneellation of the above order to report.
/ ;

:
|

Yeurs Truly,

A\

5 A
/

C. Lesslie Wilsoen.

per assistant Registrar,
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Vinelend Ont., July 30th, 1918,
Mr, F. S. Scott, M. P.
Galt Cnt.

Dear Siri-
With reference to the conversation over the phone

on yesterday afternoon, please note-the enclosed clipping from the
"mail end Empird' of July27th, The two points of this decision seems to
be that thoee who unite with the Church at the present time are not to be
granted the privilege of exemption for religious reasons, and, that the
Ontario Mennonites are not excepted from the Mg S. A. The latter decision
is the same as the previous decisions concerning which the present ar-
rangements have b@eﬁ made which give us relief from military service, The
former one mentioped, seems to be a new deéision, limiting the time when
men might uhite with the Church amnd have the henefits of exemption,

' The large increase in membership of certain branches of
of the Church refers principlayy to the congregations of the conserfative
branclj of the Church in North Waterloo. It has not been the practice of
that branchof the Church for their young people to umite with the Chruch
until they were past twenty one or married. Under the present conditions
when they were csassled to military service, they desired to unite with the
Chur eh for religiocue reasons, which privilege should be granted as lawful
to any person, Their faith regarding military service is one of the
principles involved in their membership. It is certein that none who were
not connected with Mennonite families or brought up under Mennonite teath-
ings were received into church fellowship., If the decision of the Depart-
ment at Ottawa stands, it will prohibit alhd Mennonite Churches engaging
in any active christian work, and is equivelent to plac¢ing a ban on the
fundamental doctrine of the church since the date mentioned. This also
effects a cadss of Mennonites who reside in Ontario, while granting

privileges of freedom to all others of precisely the same faith,

. e A
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While the law or the decisions of thelmepartment con-
cerning the exemption law effects only the regulations of the Exemption
Tribunals, it mey have no effect as to the arrangments of the Militia
Départment concerning the granting of "leave of Absence" to those who
apply for the same, and who apply as bona fide members whose certificates
are signed by authorized Bishops or Ministers. We have understocd that
those who have united with the Church since the 6th of July 1917 are
considered as adherents of the Church and will be accorded the same
consideration as those who united earlier than than date., We can assure
you that we are not inviting any persons to vnite with the Church for the
seke of gvoiding military service or to hamper the work of the Govern-
ment. We are not going outside of the families of our Memnonite people
in grenting certificares as adherents., Ve are acting ing In good #aith
concerning the agreement with the Militia Department and endeavor to con-
tinue thus, and appreciste the faet‘that the Department has kept good
feith with us,
' - We would appreciate very much to have our boys relieved
of the necessity of attesting for service and passing the mediacal in-
spection and being assigned to army corps in order to receive their
Leawe of Absence. We undérstand_tbat their presenting a Certificate
from the Mennonite or Tunker Church is equivalent to a protest to ikbher
their attesting or serving, but their signing for service is in their
case a declaration which they are obliged to make knowing that they can
not and will not be obliged to fulfil it; in iehter case it is a false |
declaration, and is embarrassing and as much a mttaer of conscience as i
the service to which they object. We realize that conditions are not |
what they shokld be and not what you would like them to be, and are !
thankful for what we enjoy, while we also trust that more satisfactory i
conditions may be arranged as occasion may afford; |

Gratefully Yours,

. ' for the Committee, | 1!
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TO the N-R.R‘O‘ &nd
Committee to Ottawa.
Vineland Ont., July 31st, 1918.
Brethren:- Greeting in the name of Him in Whom we trust.

Your attention may have been called to the report of the
decision of the Military Service Counci, Depa-tment of Justice branch, Ottawa
As it refently gppeared in the Toronto Globe, Mail and Empire and other
bapers, Several communications haeve come in regarding these reports.

Your Secretary, previous to receiving these womnunications, hed seen the
report and at once took up the mapter with Hon. Mr. Scott, M.P.? Galt, He
referred to al letter from the Militery Service Comnittee which has in
charge the granting of the Leave of Absence which we are now enjoying, which
says that this Department has no jurisdiction over the Department of Just-
ice and its bPanches. It also says that the ruling of the Chief Justiwe
against excepting the Ontario Memnonites and Tunkers from the Bet does
not debar them from claiming exemption from service on religious grounds.
It also states that instructions have been sent to the Comunanding Officers
at London and Toronto, to release from service bona fide Mennonites and
Tunkers. Ve are aware of these decisions and arrangements. We have no
other instructions to follow than those which have been given us by those
who have been in touch with the Department in our behalf. It will behoove
us to gontinue in good faith in the way that has been provided for us,

and which has up to the present time proven satisfactory in securing the
release 0f all of our brethren from the camps.

There are some questions which will arise in our minds as to the
status of those brethren who have untied with the Church since the
13th of October, last, and which the Department of Justiwe has decided

are not entitled to the priwilege of exemption on religious grounds. This
question hes alreadyy been presented to the members of the Government with
whom we &are dealing abd will, no doubt, be taken into consideration. Until
we are further advised it will be well to continue as we have, and all of
those brethren who are called should present their membership certificates
to the officers commanding at the camps and receive the Leave of Absence
Granted by such officers,

There have been some differences in the Leave of Absence grated at
different camps and to different individuals. There is no uniformity in
these papers because there may be no dniform insdructios concerning the
character of the Leave to be given. Let each brother called comply with
the conditions of the paper which he has received from his Officer, report-
ing at the time specified and appealing again for further Leavs.

The question as to the decision concerning & bona fide member, or
a member in good faith, is also one to be counsidered.It may be a question
with some wheteher the Government shall decide this or whether it will be
left to the Bishops and Ministers of the Chureches. This question has also

been brought to the atdmantion of those who represent us in the Govermment.
We feel that these are weighty questions and it is not without a sense of
their importemce that we present them, and not without a prayer to God

to assist in the solution of them for the sake of His people that we
should consider them,

Let us continue in patience and prayer and thanksgiving to God for
mercies that we need and for those we are receiving daily.

Notify all possible to continue as we have in our work, for we have
no other instructions from the Government.

Yours in faith,

5. F. Coffman,
For the Committees.
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To the HeR.R,0, and .
IS - Vinsland Ont { siwt, 1918
Sretiveni-grecting in the naws of Him inw g o § s e
Your atiention have recently been called to the repert

of the deelsion of the Hilitery Serviee rodd, Departammt of Justice
Breneh, Uttawe, a8 1% appeared in the towonte + Mail snd Bmpire and
-ther yepers. Several Commnicetions have come in regerdin. these reporis.

Your Seeretery, had,previcusly to receiving these comsunications, seen the
report and at o 06 took #p the mat oy with Hon. ir. Seoti, Galt. He ralure
red %o & letter froem the Military Bervice Committee which has in chay ge
mamtmﬂmmmummnnmmc@iwﬁu. and
whigh saps that thip deparment has ne Jurisdietion over the Department
of Justice and ite brenches, It aleo says that the »uling of the Chied
Juptice sgsivet the execesting of M- tes and Tauiers from the Aot dves 4
not debar then fron ¢ ng exemption from service on religious .
1% ales stetes that instruetions heve voen sent out to esuending Ufficers
at Toronto and londen, %o velewss Ivom siltery service boma fide Hennow
nites and Tunkors, We are sware of these decisions and srrengements, Ve
heve no othey instructions o fellow thar thoeve whieh have bedn glven us
those who bhave boen in toush with the Depsritments in ouy « 1% :
1 behcove ue %o continue in govd faith in the way thet has been pointed
out to ue and which hes up to the presmmt time proven ss ilsfastory, in
socuring the relsuse of all of our brethren from the csnp.
4¥9 are some guestions which will arise in our minds a8 %0 the
the stotus of thoss brsthren who have united with the Chureoh sinse the
13%h ef Ogtober, lset, snd which the Departwent of Justloe has declided
are not entitled to the privilege of exesption on religious grounds, Thie
guastion hes alreedy be:n presented to the menbars of the Governuent with
whon ws sre desiing and will mo doubt, be taben into sonslderation. Untdl  _
we are furthoer sdvised it will be well Wumtﬂmﬁm
a5 we buve, all of thowe who are called should present thelr menberw
Ship sertl tea t¢ the sonup officars of the canps and receive the
Leavs of dduence ted by slch o ers. | :

: There have besn mome differsnces in the Leawe ¥f Absence sranted ab
different cunps and to different individusie., Thers 40 no unifomity in
these papers secsuse there mey be no unifors instructions congerning
the charaster of the Leave to be giwen, Let cach brother ecomply with the
eonditions of the papers shich he hes received frem his Ufilger, reporting

B8t the tiwe spceified and apjonling upsin for further leave.

The Guestion e to the deeisicon coneerning & boms Tide member, ov
membar mf in m feith is sleo one (o be considered. 1% may bo & guesiien
with some whether the Jovermment shall deeide this or whether it will
be left to the B ehops snd Minlsters of the Churchess This guesiien has
#8180 buem bBrought to the atention of:these wie Peyressnt us in the
TULCTe S Gouta 55 the1s nsorsanse:thid e Presert then and ot vithent

Ahout & sense h thet we present - net wi
un:?w“x:.nwmgmmmummmmwm
p0o pl \ ghonld considor them. : =
neroies we noed mnd Jor ¢ We are iviag dadly. o

C HotdiZy mll ible o continme as we have in our work, for we have
ne obher & zmmﬁmt@a FnAen ’
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& Vineland Ont.,’ jﬂy 3ist, 1918.

Hon. F.S.Scott, M. P, T !
Galt Ont.

Dear Sir:-
Your letter of the 27th Inst., with a copy of your letter
from Captain O Byndall, Ottawa, was duly received.
The information contained in the copy of the letter from
Ottaws seems to clear up the situation to a great extent., 4 distinction
is made between the operation of the Tribunals and the Military Service
Committee. The Tribunals can only define the status of the individual
under the Aet, 1917, and the Military Service Committee has the disposal
of the case of the individual when coming under the jurisdiction of
: tBe Officers Commandng in Districts 1 and 2. Since the arrangement con-
i cerningthe relief of our members from militery service is made with the
F Militery Service Comnitee, there should be no difficulty resultiéng from
The decisions of the Department of Justiwe on the gquestion of exemption,
unless the two departments should come into confliet regarding the matter.
: If the Tribunals stand by the decisions of the Department of
Justiwe, they will not consider those persons bona fide members of the
Churdh who have united since Oct, 13th,1917. If the two departments co=
operate, the membership certificates of such persons will not be con-
sidered grounds form gtanting the Leave of Absence. On the other hamnd, if
the Commanding officers will accept the Certificates of lembership as
signed by authorized Church Officilas as evidence of bona fide pembership
there will be no difficulty end the agreement with this Depaptment will
continue to be satisfactory. But the question &s raised, What shall
constitute the evidence of bona fide membership,- the decision of the
Department of Justice, or the decision of the Church? Nothing in the Act
defines the bona fide members of the Churches described under 8ection 11,
1/f,of the Act, but the Deartment of Justice has the power to define
the Act. But, if the present decision stands, our Non-resistant Churches
must elose their doors to our own sons, who, by force of present circum-
stences, are obliged to decide concerning matters of their faith., If our
Churches comtinue in théér usual christian work, even among our own people, —
many persons, since the publication of the decision of the Military Service
Council, will consider our Churches as acting in a spirit of rebellion,
insubornation, and even traitorous. We are glad to assure you that such
is not the s=se among our people. Where larger accessions than usual have
been made in some churches, it has been the case that such young men had
not previously united with the Church until maturer years or until at the
time of their marriage. No one will refuse a young man taking upon himself
religious obligetions at such a time as this present one. In the case of
Mennonite end Tunker young men, the gquestion of Non-resistance is involyed
in his chureh relstionship. The Church cannot be expected to change itfbreed.
We have .rewiously pointed out that the religious exemption clause
does not describe our faith, and yet we are obliged to have our case
decided under its provisions. .
We will conmtinue to act under the instructions received from you
regarding the obtaining of Leave of Absence.
Thanking you for past favors, I am,
Yours., most gratefully,

5. F. Coiimen,
For the Committee.
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Vivelsnd Ont. July Fist, 1518,
D W. Heise. See, ; i et
Gormley Gnt. i : , e R

- Dear Brothéri- Greeting in the Master's name,
' x Xour letier of the 29th received and notod hut not !
with the degr°0 of pleasure that it other wige would have occasioned on
account of the statement Gopied Tfron the CGRobe eoubained therein., I had
alresdy come inte possesslion of a sinilar veport, but more ex ctended, take
en fron the MaiT\and Tmpire, It secems that tlo guestion of the Mvnronitds
and Tunkers will not be allowed %o rest,
‘ The sucloged letters may heln to understand what is bn;ng done so
~fat a8 our -sije of the wuestion is cone: rned, The tall: that I nad with
- Mre S0o%t suggsets that we continve inm our apolications for Leave of
Absence &8 heretofore, If thers is sy hiteh) in the mbtier it will nou be:
wtil the Military Servicé Qub“bomﬂlttbv ‘at Utlawa make other arrange=
mente recarding the release of thuse broihren, This is the Com.i*tue and
< the Otricers, heough which our privileges asre’ glven us, The Pridunsal .
Ppaptuent hae no juriddietion over the men that go into the hands of the
Hilipda aepartment. As long as %these will work as they now do, we mmy have
®eliei, The guestion will only be raised when the qeﬂtion 0f the legality
of %he Church Certifieates are Uuestioned., As long as we continue. to
~give Chriarch msmbershi CertiZioated to those who unite with the Chapeh, 7
oither as members,or rents under the provisious, the Certificates o:
the Church snd nat Q&ﬂ'decisions of the tribunals. 'ili be the mr&uni uqen
which the Lemve 1s gramted, - ¥
, I$4¢ Lard for us to undmra Send why dny oft i~1u1 wonld 3?& ,ﬁgt o
. man has no right t0 pssert his opiniens rogerding roliglove gnestions: or
® oertain date, dgna % stend invites eontroversy and stends a8 a ohall ngo
tc personal and r&llgious liberty. e hope thet no controversy wiil
erise ont oF i4, and in case Boms of ouxr bretareﬂ are rvefused the nzivilegi
of exomption 1t wil. ofly mesn a reuetitzou of the past experiences ol éuma
of our dear boys emd spoiher egfaxm fox recégnioion, in which we gray:
and truet thet the Lord wiil a be our Helper snd Deliversy e
Lo WAL be glad for suy furt er help in vhis work. I have 10t gent T a
- motiges te all of the mindubers, only 40 the members of tha,committaas i
m’ t’e m.utaer Asa Bearss of awgemy of yaur g.enmgamon% g b
: s Yenrs in faith ‘ sex? ce,_ :; = L '
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»» Jdu Burkholder,
Hexrkhen Ont, .

Deax Brother:-,greeting.
four letters-have been reaching me and that of the
: 29%h Iust came in due %time, I heve since then been nurse, taking care of
Ella, wio has ao -attack of Grippe, resulting from a ¢hill &t the time
of the chenge of weather Jesterday, She wug very sick yeasterday but is
. Bome betier todey. e pray: that she way be gpeedily restored. by the grace.
Of the Lord who is our coastant helper. ok
: fam enclosing hevewith two copies of letters, the one sent to the
members of the Exemption Committees, 2nd the other a letier %o ir, Scott
regerding the reports that aupeared in the recent Papers, I kad a letter 3
Zrom Brother Heise giving the sattement of the affalr in the Gloke, I P
heve the elipping from the Mall and Bapire, whixh is a litlle nore :
extended, It scems that the Department st Ottaws ig still not decided
88 U9 where to place the Memonites ang fPunkere, They are now clagsed
as O tario Mennoniges, Wo .do/ mo% Gistinguish our.Church by that name,
and Bar faith does not, chenge with the limits of the Province, :
X Tacre are a few questiony suggested in the ‘letter o Mr. Sectt,
Bud I would be gled to have 81 answer on those pointes if it is possible
~Xor hin to pive them, T4 setns that we will be bevt scrved if we work
along quietly under the vresent provisions, without insisting on the
points whick are not elear. In case there 38 sny hiteh in the matier of
securing reiease for elth the brethren who have unitéd with the chmrch
. earliey or with tacse who are clasy @ &8 adherente, we will have to tske

Vineland Ont, Jvly jlst, 1918, %

¢ . the matter up agein., otherwise let us be patient. Thewre should be 7o

3 - 8erious objection %0 the ecllection of the funds for the relief work as

hs ong as there is net sctior on the P art of the Government showing that

4 hoy will noet aliow the Liberty of onr brethren who are called gnd subjecs
i $0 servige under ordinary conditions, Ve hod the proumise of the Pr me

B Mlnister thak nong of our boys would ba compelled 40 40 non-~combutant

i+ “Mervice withour firsy interviewing us, His etatement was thnt {there

| i were’ plency of recruits for the non=combatant branches of the srmy and %

o that it was not likely thet thege boys woold te walled for sUbh. purposas,

% Ws kave hoen 0blized 10 see Some of Cur boys held for sone time, but they

- &¥6 mew freg, and ixn case others are held, we may rexind the Prime Minisber

. ®of his Sromise emd geck hig apeistence in securing an oxemption which

= - 8kl seem to understand we are entitled o but have not been aliowed owing

© B0 the failurc of the sintemenis of religious boliefs in the Yilitaxy

N . Serwice Act. : C &
S o fWenwill ueed be workx on faithfully and ghow our faith in the Coverne
- o ment by werki harmeniously with the ovrovisions that are nade for us and
.t eudeavor to Tecure betitor conditious b showing how our T&ith im sonstantly
-~ tempromisedby grec-nt arraugeacnts, an aprotesting what ig not in hammony S
Witk oor fait: and pringivlec, ( Kepp the bredthren informod on these T
paddks points, and do mot lot them get disturbed too mueh by reporte, ie P

*are being looked sfber dy 80ale of the meu in Parliament aud I vhink that N
their pariianentary trainiez is egual to the Tamk, lhere are & Rumber of -
bechnical sints and questions of law and congtitubional rights thet might

- W81l be brought cfrwerd to supuort our elsims, bus 1t 1s not our bR

_in sueh controversies, and empceially not now whes fine

o 4

- are @0 reoused agelast ns, 8o leg us

eteh and
e
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Vineland Ont, July 31lst, 1918.

L. J« Burkholder,
Markham Ont,

Dear Brother:=- greeting.

Your letters have been reaching me and that of the
29th Inst came in due time, I have since then been nurse, teking care of
Ella, who has an attack of Gripgpe, resulting from a chill at the time
of the change of weather yesterday., She was very sick yeasterday but is
some better today. Ve praycthat she may be speedily restored, by the grace
of the Lord who is our constant helper,

lam enclosing herewith two copies of letters, the one sent to the
members of the Exemption Committees, and the other a letter to Mr, Scott
regarding the reports that a.peared in the recent papers. I had a letter
from Brother Heise giving the sattement of the affair in the Globe, I
have the clipping from the Mail and Empire, whixh is a 1litlle more
extended. It scems that the Department gt Ottawa is still not decided
as tQ where to place the Memnonites and ATunkers., They are now classed
as O_tario Mennonipes, We do/ mot distinguish our Church by that name,
and Sur faith does not change with the limits of the Province,

There are a few questions suggested in the letter to Mr. Seott,
and I would be glad to have an answer on those points if it is possible
for him to give them, It seems that we will be best served if we work
alceng quietly under the presant provisions, without insisting on the
points which are not clear, In case there is any hitech in the matter of
securing release for eith the brethren who have unitéd with the church
earlier or with those who are class d s adherents, we will have to take
the matter up again., otherwise let us be patient, There should be no
serious objection to the collection of the funds for the relief work as
long as there is nof action on the p art of the Governmment showing that
they will not allow the liberty of our brethren who are called and subject
to service under ordinary conditions, We had the promise of the Prime
Minister that none of our boys would be compelled to do non-combatant
service withour first interviewing us, His statement was that there
were plenty of recruits for the non-combatant branches of the army and %
that it was not likely that these boys would be galled for such purposes,
We have been obliged to see some of our boys held for some time, but they
are now free, and in case others are held, we may remind the Prime Minister
of his promise and seeck his assistence in securing an exemption which :
all seem to understand we are entitled to but have not been allowed owing
to the failurc of the statements of religious beliefs in the Military
Serwice Act.

Wenwill need to work on faithfully end show our faith in the Govern=-
ment by working harmoniously with the provisions that are made for us and
endeavor tc secure better conditions by showing how our fé&ith is constantly
dompronmisedby prescnt arrangements, andunprotesting what is not in harmony
with our faith and principles., Kepp the brethren informed on these
pejkks points, and do not let them get disturbed too much by reports, We
are being looked after by some of the men in Parlisment and I think that
their parliamentary training is equal to the Takk. There are a number of
technical pints and questions of law and constitutional rights that might
well be brought ofrward to support our claims, but it is not our business
to engage in such controversies, and esmpecially not now when the pre=-
judices of many are @o thorougly arroused against us, So leg us be
patient and watch and pray. Our redemption will come from above and not

from the world or under it. : ;Jl/,’,ia
In faith, 77 //






