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Ay . Vineland, Out,, Aug., 1,,1918

Moses ll. Brubacher,
-V Waterlos Omnts, R.R.7A.

Dear Brother in faith and service:- Greeting, ok,
four letter of the 30th July, received and noted, There are
several versions of the deceision of tie Military Service Council con-~
eerning the exemptions granted to Mennonites, and of the Decision of
the Central Appeal Judge regarding the privileges of exemption granted to
- members of the lMennonite Church or the Tunkers and Amish, We have been
informed of nothing that has taken place in the Department at Ottawa that
effects the privileges that we are now enjoying, Were such the case, that
exemption and fre dom from service would be granted to only ome brancl of :
the Church we would be informed of it, If the privileges which we have
would be cancelled we would alsc leara of it through those who have been
engaged in giving us relicf and who are still engaged in loo ing after t
the imterests of our people, by kceping in touch with the Deapriments at
Ottawa, The nevs papers are always gettiing & held of semsational reports,
They certainly make interesting re@ding maiter, and are a sort of a
feedexr of the prejudices which many have against out people. But is is
strange that there should be in Xitchener an editer of a news paper whe
does noy kuow what Mennonites stand for, It is an evidence that many are
not iuvestigating the nature of the belief of the liennonites and others
of similar faith. They are acting under false impressions and blind
prgju%ices, and the result is thaet their eritieisms ana oppositions are
uajus ® 3
There have been recent decisions of the\central Appeal Judge, He
has decided that the Ontario Mennonites ars not Exccpted from the
operation of the Militery Service Act, That means that they will have'
to apily for exemption under the section of Exanptiong and the clause
deseribing réligious reasoms, This is what we have been doing all alomg,
There has VYeen a decisbn redendered by the Military Service Council, a
brancll of the Department of Justice, which says that those persons who
have united with the Nom-rebistent Churches on or gince the 13th of
~ Oetober 1917, will net be recognized as members &n good falth and will net
be ted the privileges of exemption for religloussi reasons, But, these
deeisions will not effect the prosent arrangement whieh have been made ’
for the reicase of any of our brethren who may be called to report foo
gervice, The certificate of the bishop is the authority for the 0fficers
Comnanding te grant a Leave of Absence %o any of our bretihren, .
I hope that there will be no further diffieulty, but there is always a
88ibility thet something may e -done by these who do not understand
1@ position which our people take regarding war +that may result in
making some trouble for our brethren, Let uas continue %o pray that the
Lord will @eliver us from all out #rials along this line, Yand help us %o
be fAithful in our testimony and .service in the vays of righteousiess an
love and ® ace. £ :

May the Lord ever bless you in thé'work t0 which He haé\called yau @i

givp!you_courago for th work, patience under the trials and vietory in
@ cause of faith, and souls saved for your testimony eof salvation,
Ella has not been well for a few days. Has a toue of Gripie amd
~ indigestion, She is some better. We ask an interest in your prayers
for our labers and needs, Yours in faith, ; ‘
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Vineland Ynt., August 2, 1918.
L. J. Burkholder,
Markham, Ont.

Dear Brother:- Greeting.
Your letter of the 31lst Ult, received and noted.
It is evident that the Officials of the Exenption Courss are again at sea 1
with regard to the exemption of the Mennonite and Tunker and Amish Doys.
Ther has been a disposition on the part of some to grant them Exemption
and others are just as much opposed to them, Whyp are they rehearing the
cases that have already been passed on? If these casesg dre anpgalkedby
the Public Representative, it is evident that Mr. Smythe i¥ responsible
for the present situation and is fulfilling his. deciheed purpose of
getting the boys yet, and , since the Church has not taken action to
advise the boys to accept non=-combatant serwice he may be making an effort
to land them in the penitentiary, You will remember the letter which he
sent to some of our mfinisters , advising that the Church hold a conp
ference with a viw of seeing whether it would not be possible to have our
boys accept non-combatant service,

With reference to the case of Willis Widegipan, I think that it would
be in order for you to inform the Judge that Bro, S, Wideman is not now
& Bishop of the Church, and that he is not in a posdtion to speak for the
Chmreh, and , that on account of his indiscrete juggments he was relieved
0d his official work. This may help the Judge to weigh the statements
and conduct in their proper Iight/ value.

I am writing Mr, Scott again to-day, stating a few of the facts
of the cases transpiring at Toronto, and asking him to keep in touch
with those matters. Have not had a reply yet from him, respecting the
matters last referred to him,

Ella is not improving as we would like to secher., There are some
conditions that are showing a change which may require surgical work to
correct., We are Hoping that it may not be so and praying that the Lord
will save us from requiring to take thdt course, Yet, He knows best,

We are trusting in the Promise, "Your whole spirit and soul and body be
presenved blameless, unto the coming of the Lord, Faithful is He that
calleth you, who also will do it." Will you join us in peayer for
our present need?
Yours in faith,
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Vineland Ont, August 2nd, 1918

Hon, F., 8., Scott, M, P,

‘Galt Ont,
Dear Sir;~

, It appears that a number of cases of members of the

Mennonite Churches in the Toronto Distriect, espeeially those in the va=
eipity of Markhem, Omnt,, are being re-heard By the Tribunals at Toronto,
In one case, that of Wlllis Wideman, judgment was reserved. In two other
cases exemptionwas cancelled., In the Wideman case the former exemption

- was, "Allwed, Mennenite." In the Latier two cases, /the Papers stated

"Granted, Class §," which likdly referred to the exemption Tfor religious
reasons, On nceount of these cases before the Exemption Tribunals and
the pending decisions, one of our boys, who appeared before the Officer
Commanding with his Ciuroh Certificate asking for Leave of Absence was
given a Leave on the foldowing terms, "Leave of Absence granted on the
strength of being a Meunonite,- from July 25~ Aug. 26, 1918, Pemding
decision by A.d.G,, M8, No,2, Toronto., W. E., 2,~ with permission to |\
wear mufti," (Signed) B. Blackey, Capt, Adjt. '
.. Another case was that of a young man who appeared belfere the
Officer Commanding at Niagara, Hig Leave of Absence was assured, Still
another case of a young man who eppealed for his Leave, was promotly
given, We are gled that there has been no actual interruptien in the
slan that hes been arranged, but these cases are mentioned se thet you-
may see where there is a possiblity of there being a break in the plan
whieh has been arranged with the Authoritics a2t Ottawa, It seesm that
there will be more of the cases of our young men re-hesmd by the
District Tribunals, and the decisions may bring about compaicationa that
will require more elfort %o adjust, .- ; -

Yours truly, e \
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Bonse of Commans

DDA Galt, August 5th. 1918.

Rev. 5. ¥F. Coffman,
Vineland, Ont.

Dear kr. Coffman;:-

I have your letter of the 2nd instant and in reply
would say that I do not see what more can be done in connection with
these cases. If it is found that any of your young men are forced
into the service through the action of these tribunals if you will
bring the individual cases tc my attention I will see that they are
investigated and believe that we can get them relieved.

I am,

Yours sincerely,

F55 caeer
- S
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A+ G. Varder, ; : | Vineland OB%s, Aug, Bth 1918, |

Oollinngod ont. P
Deor Brothor.~ Groeting. o °
- -1 am enclesing hmrew151 & letter to B,l.Klink,
to whon yi “poforred in the blank Form which wes sant you regarding the

applicalbiol

\ For exemption of young meu in yoar congJowaticn, I an

gending him? temporary eertificate which he may not be required to use
until he sccu¥gs one signe by Brotvher 8, Goudie, bo whom the Tribunal
and Ofificor CorlNgnding in Distriet No, 2, has given Authoritv to sign
eextificates forSthoe Ms B. C. Church, The reasen I sm scauding you. Ghe
lettor is 'for the sake of avoiding any possible deception in securing and

‘making use of a Chureh cert tificate by persons not entlltold o them 8ud 2180 -

%o aveoid falling into & possible irap by oifficisls who might doubt our
plncerity, I bnlxeve ta;s ense is &unuine, but am not sanxious to &kee any
:isks, You will pleage forward the letter , #8ince you are likley aware

ef the eircumsbances, o s T
: _ The gquestion of the authority ef your ministers
to sign sertificats has béen rveferrired aggln to Ghs "orsons who are taking
up these ma ters foxr ug with the uovarumunt Let all sband fast for the
prineiples of non-re sibu@noe which we have accepted and which is the
provession of'faith of the u;arch. Ve stend for exemption from all kiunds
of militexry service, The Governanent has ia some mapnor deciéed that ourd
faith forbids combatent service only or has limited us to that extent of
exemption, lie have apoealed agaiust thet definition of our faith and hhe
authorities have not asuswered us regayﬁing - & TS B e

: 4 My wife has beem i1l with sm atiack of Gal&~atans
$rouble. was in bed for s week. The Lord hes heard our petitions and she
is betier, and able to be up again but not 8ll of the time., Ke thank Him'
for such ciept mercies &nd waith upon Him withf new devebion and desive to
ge ve Him, Remember us in prayer. Regards teo your family.

- Iews i, o

/,
]
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R Vineland Ont,, Aug, 8th 1918.
F‘H M. Kl 1!1011 i : g 3 - /
Glenmount, Ont. , :

Doar brether in the howxd:- ;
Your lettex oF the 3rd Inst., received and noted., You will find

enclosed the papers returned as per your request and also & Ceriificate
which will answor your present purposes, but I would suggst thét you

gsend %o your?ﬁresiding Eldﬂr, Samuel Goudie, Stouffville Ont,, for a
Certificate for nermalent use. He is now authorized %o sign Certificates
for the Mennonite Brethren 1n Christ, and ' 1 do not understand why your
ministers are not ﬁhus recognizad gince their names were sen? in to ‘the
Authorities at Ottawa as persouns qualified to sizm aertificates ofr the
use of memhers asking exompiion of Leave of absence from militar? service.

- There have been seme chanbes made by the Gevermment and the Militery

lnraice Counnil ﬁin@é our vist to Ottawa, The members who are now called
for serviee are rtqui!ed to xeport to the head quarterl from whenoo their
' @all comes and are there to present their certificates and "to the Offioar’
'dn Command of the District in which they reside, and are required to be ‘
lasignad to an srnw eoaps and then be given a Leave of Avgence, w ieh
means, that they will mnot be eallcd upon for fﬁzther military aervioe al-
thoughf they may be called upon $o report at regular 1n£ervals; SO‘}ar,'

this ar: anghent has wuzxod out tstisfactoruly There may be other ehaagon '

lnﬂo resandink ou: privilagoo. ;nd we are 1ook1n5 for lu!h chnnsca. bui we
iumb tha aasnrmhal that ut will at all timsq Be given our freedom from

nﬁlitary serviea. !hn uinietar( will all he nntiiiez or guch chsns.u..
Yﬂnrl in faith and servioc, 4 _,'fo,f ;}'

.
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o the Members of the NHon-Resistant
Relief Organization,

Vineland Ont., August 8th,1918.

Brethren:- Greeting.
You will please find enclosed a copy of a letter

recently received by me and to whiclh I replied, sending a Certificate
to the effect that the same was & member of the Mb.B. C. Church, since
the person in question sent copies of certificates from the pastor who
gigned and also from the present pastor. I rebturmed the letters to the
present pastor with & letter of explanation so as to avoid any possible
impositions., 4so, I referred the person to the Presiding Elder, Samubd
Foudie for a certificate to be used, since mine was only a provisional one.

There seems to be a question raised by the Department in
Loronot of the eligibility of the Ministers of The M. B. C. Church to sign
sertificates. There appeared in a recent paper & report to the effect that
the SFatus of the different brancles of the Church were to be called into
juestion, I have received no intimation that such has becn the case, but
there scems to be some trend in that direction, since we were ingormed
that the names sent in to the Department at OPtawa would be honored and now
are refiased rccognition., ILet us hope that such is not the actual con=-
lition of &ffairs. One thing is certain,~ that is, we should stend together
for the principle uponnwhich we have made our eppreal to the Government., We -
pay have other differences, bgt those do not effect our appesal, All of our
‘hurches hawe stdod for the N n-resistant faith, and have dode so as long
8 the history of our denomitions is in existance.

The matter of the suthority of the ministers above men-
tioned has becn referred %o Mr. Scott, as well as the matter of the poss
3ible questioning of the faith of The branches of the Churches econ~
erned in cur asppesl and in our organization., We believe that there are
shose in the Departments who do not understend our position and our faith
md do not fully understand the privileges that have been accord:d us by
she Deparment at Ottawa. We must be patient and allow these guestions time
30 be worked out. Mr. Seott has g¥enuin the assurance, in a recent lettey
hat any eases that come into &ny difficulty should be reported to him
at once and he would look after them and believed that there would be no
WEffieulty in ge'ting them reldased.

We shall endeavor to kecep each other pogted in a8ll these e
wmtters so that we may be able to act intelligently and harmoniously. |

Yours in faith, ;

ittt il Sl
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Vipeland Ont,, August 8th 1618,
L. J. Burkholder,
Markham Ont,

Dear Brother:- Greeting,

Your letter of the 29th Ult., Was received and

I at once referred the cases to Mr, Scott, at Galt, I also referred to t
the case of the Brother who went to the camp at Niagara with Brother Reesor,
In reply I received the foldowing:=-

"] have your letter of the 2nd instant and in reply would say that I
do not see what more can be done in cormection with these cases. If &k is
found thet any of your young men are forced into the service through the
action of these tribunals if you will bring the individual cases to my
attention I will see that they are investigated and believe that we can
get them relived,

I anm,
Yours sincerely,
Signed F.S.S€ott,
: per J.L. Seec'y.
Yesterday I had a leiter from a M.B.C.brother from Collingwood Dist,
asking for a certificate, since his minister was not authorized to sign
ceertificates, Only our Biships were liseted as eligible to sign certifi-
cates, I have wondered if there is now some atémmpt to discriminate
between the branches of the Memnonite Churches or those who have taken the
stand on Nep-Resistance., Your previous letter intimated a similar condition
as existing in the offoces at Toronte, and stated that Boother Goudie has
been suthorized to sign certificates. Isent the brother a certif€icate for
his present use and ask 4 him to apply to Broher Goudie for a Certificate
from his own Churech,
Things scem to be moving to eloser quaters and to finer distinetions
on the part of the Authorities. We will need to be on our guard and to
be in touch with the Lord of Lords, By the reply that Mr Scott has given
he seems ready to give us his good offices in these matters and, I believe,
will be ready to give us eny advice and assistance possible in dealing with
the Government, By the repornts given out by Mr. Rowell there will eome
further action be taken by the Government in order to get more recruits
for the army, The United States has set the example and we may expect our
country to follow closely., Some of our brethren have been expressing
a desire to come to Canada, but, I believe, that they will not be benefited
by meking the change. The steps that will be taken shortly to get recruits
will effect those of our brethren who are already here,
I am asking Mr, Sco t regarding the official powers granted to
Ministers of the M.B.C. CHurch,
Ella is improving, She has been out of bed for short periods of time,
hHer condition is clearing up, and we thank the Lord for a gracious de-
1 iversnce,
Will be glad to hcar further regarding the purposes of the Registrar's
department with the ceses which have been disallowed their previkous exempt= =

ions,
g R S N




ggrﬂnuﬁu I am expeeting to go to Clarence on Sa
“‘
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P : Vineland Qut,, August Sth, 1918. N
Howsrd H, Stevanus, : :
Sherkston Ont,
Dear brotheri~ Greeting, L

P Since you were here several articles in the pa=
pers have come under my notice with reference to the guestion under counsld=
eration, The conditions of the new draft law are not yet in foree, and will
noet b9 80 until & proclamation has b en sent out by each Govermment. Canada
has not yet ealled for her citigens who are in the United States, and the
U. S, Gove nuent has gent out no proclamation coneerning the U,S.citizens
residing in Canada, Until sueh proclamations are sent out ‘here wlll be
nothing to do by either persons,

The registration of american citizens for nationsl serviee
was obligatory., I em notneertain what would be required of persons mnow
coming inte the souuntry, We kuow that any persons c¢cming of the age of
gixtecen afber the late date of registration are required to register, and
it stands %o reasom that all who have not yet registered are required to
do so and are required to produce registration cards under the penalty or
@ fine, So it it would be iall to registbzr,

¥hon ¢ roclanation Is made by the U. 8. for her citigent
in Cenada to register, the eitigen will' have tho option of reporting to
& U, 8¢ Goneul, and have the privilege of making his elfims for exemption
the same as if he were in the United "tates. If he fails %o do so, after
a veriod named in the preoclamation, he will come under the Canadlan regu-
la%ions automatically emd will be obliged to ablde by the decisions of
the Canadian regulatlons»regnrdLng excmptions, They may make cleims for <

emption through the regular tri 8 in the same manmer as & Canadian

\\‘

citiyen. It i® rether difficult to know just what would be the decision

X,

of a Local or Distriet tribunal in the case of a member of Vhe liemnonite

‘ /. Ghureh who thad left the United States in order to escape the penalties

of the Military Regulations regarding Conscientious 0Ub ector'. These

 P»dbunals are very severe and might not allow any cxemption at all, and

inflict the full penalties of the Canadiamn Aet or deport the*person to the
United States and deliver him to the Authorities there for pemslties., It is
hard to know what would be done fnder the prosent embitterment aganst even
h nest convictions. There will have to be some test cases, and thcy will
likely come in some section of the Country. :
If you coulsd sce some official at the lines, hnmp Immisrar

 tion efficer about intending eitizens and their nrivileges, it might help

ou out in thie matter. I am not ready to write to Ottawa with regard te .
hig matter sine the Secretary of that Department has uob yet returned teo

 Canada, As €oon 8s he returms I expeet, the Lord williug’#t‘t&;te 4o him
in behlaf of those of our brgsh en who are now in Canade and eve il

mum af the Unitm States, but intending eitimens of Cemada
% ad to'rqprt Ella is improving in healt -nl strang
‘}Qrd hae lotlnitc answered our prayers, His name be preiped., Hothe
i S ml l&ls. m 1

-

nday. Brother Kensgy wil. take my olsce here on Sunday, -
1 hope that you will fint ;9 uﬁimty ﬁa tho-;oa”,comm

N e i “‘X e,

th, :nl c : ;%wf
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|

- Vineland Ont,, August 8th 1918, :
HQIL ! S» Scott’ I\I- PD i 8 SN
Galt Ont, :
. Déar Siri= ' 2 AN
: Your letter of the 5th instent, regakding the cases

brought before the tribunals at Teronto for rehearing; hes been received,

Thezk you for the advice, We will keep in touch with motters there and
zeport in case there should be need of aotioh being taken, -

: Information hag been r~oeircd that. the nmﬁes of the
niniltera of the Mennonite Brethren iu,bnxist Church which were . sent Lo
ottara as persons authorized to sign certificates of membexsnip for that
Church are not bcing.hpnqred at Toronte. I tedsy received a letter from
j yovng men in Collingwboa usking for'a sertificate, uund enclcsing.a
letter steting that hia certificate should have to be signed by & Bishop
of the Mennoniie Church and the namés of the Eishﬂps of our Church were
;1fun as the only ones suthorized to sign Certificates applying for loave
of absence, Perhaps there 18 sémz mieuﬁdarstanding by'sdme maﬁbers.of“thi

dopartment heving to do with his ese. But o similar cage ocourred inm
‘ ioronto recently, when it was arransad by our st; L. J. Burkholder, noting
- " Bisbop in the Markham dfstriet, that Elder Semuel Goudie, Stouffville ont,
-tf the Manneniﬁe Brethggn ;n Christ Churoh and a Presiiing.Elaﬁr; wvuld .
ﬁlve~anthprity fo sign certificates, We hope thet the Devartment et Otta!l
tﬁ at ®9ronto will not eall inte quastion the aistinetiann of Iloetrim

A SR SO e AN

&n cnr respoctsvw Ghurdehes. Whilo there aras differocoa. there is no ‘

difference m'wna as rasru the artiele of Hon-resistance, m: ts m
.pnu:l of our ccnmqn.appttl ta: reliof zrnm the Goverament, 2t ‘
!h:lhmnc you for past favors, I - .. ;-”?';flz | _,ff;‘é

R A R e o i
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Bish. J. R. Zook, Chairman Bish. C. N. Hostetter, Secretary Eld. S. G. Engle, Treas.
Bish. J. N. Hoover Eld. J. L. Heisey, Asst. Sec.
Eld. J. M. Sheets Eld. D. W. Heise
Matt. 28. 19.20 a,(d of The Bret])r Matt. 9. 37.38
e]) Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest

Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing %O
them in the name of the Father, and of the 2 0‘\

Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching ;'\%‘5\

2
Cg truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;

them to observe all things whatsoever 2 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the
{1y
: have ?o':nmandled you: and lo, & o harvest, that he will send forth
am with you alway, even i i

unto the end of the world. .Q‘)\% O W

Amen. N {

({’O a

: ¢

-~

Dear Bro Burkholder,

1 herewith inelose you a copy of the letter sent to
Roy Wideman by C. Lesslie Wilson, Which is omly one of the manny communicat-
ions issued by the various officals in connection with nraftees that are
difficult to receonsile with that of others issued sometimes by the same off-
ieial. This one however secems to be final so far as the draftee is concerned.

But what may we expect next?, :
1 have again gone over the letters from S, F.

and 1 find no mention made by him relative to the printing of the Legal status
nm of our people, so 1 conclude he omitted mentioning the matter to me, it is all
right however, and I will proceed just as soon as I here further from you as

to the number required Ete.
Yours In The Faith,

(i
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| : . - Vineland Ont, August 17th, 1918,
Hm\ F‘ SQ gcctt. M. P. s ? 3
Galt Ont,

Dear sirie , |

: A letter received from ir, Thomas Ressor, Plckering, Omnt,,
gtates that as a result of an interview with yourself and Mr, Welchek, of
Waverioo, You would like 10 have the nsmes of the Bishops end Minisgters in
the Mennonite, Amish Mennonite and lemnonite Brethren in Christ Churghes
and the Tunker Church, whe are qualified or sppointed to sign Ohurch
Membership Certificates to be presented to the Commnding 0fficers or
others in connection with military matters, The List is herewith enelosed.

We are pleased 1o report that ewerything is wokking smoothly
a8 far as the libetites of our young men are concermed, There are some -
1ittle misunderstandings arising occasio , but there are no changes in
the exemptions as leave granted to our brefiren, The Tunker boys are having
no fubther trouble as fer as I have been able to learm, There are reports -
- eoming from Ottawa and reports published in papers in various centres that
are perhpas used to arouse sentiment, but, there have been no changes in
the attltude of sny of the militia officers either in the Pribunals or in
the Officers Headguerters, We hope that matters will combtiuue 0, and
wish to thank you for your essistance in securing such results in our
behalf, - —

; = Yours truly,
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ol Bishop Abram Gingrich,
5  “Bishop Manasseh Hallmen,
Bishop S. F. Coffmsn,
J Lie 4o Burkholdoer,
Christian Sehrag,

8  'f Bishoﬁ Freemah Bittenhouse,
/ Bishop Bsra-L, Martin,
: John B;ngn,_
'U:ias Mgrtin,
Ee 5 . 4mos Gingerdeh,
B Israel Weber,
."Ch;;-iatiaﬁ Gaymen ,
¥ : ~Levi Grove,
'té. RS R Ehﬁnnﬂ’Beeaor. ‘
i Isase Bittomiouse,
Jobn Sherk,

" Markhem, Ont,

"Blanirs Omnt,

i ‘List of Ministers snd Bishops in twe Branches of
> The Ianno to Chureh who are Authoriged
b ) b Te Sign.ﬂambership Cexrstficatesn,
Foed f ' Plrst Tist,

Bishop Jonas Snyder, Waterloo Ont,

Zluwira Ont, ;
Potershurg Ont, . J

.Vindland,ﬂnt.

Acting Bishop,.

Blake Ont, Appointed by Committee,

A : Second ‘Ligt,

Dunnville Ont. R.R.#%4,

Waterloo Omt, . _ N
Elmirs Ount, | ‘
3t. Jacobs Ont.
Uﬁionvillé.eh?. .
Claremont Ont, R,R;#J.__
Piokering Onf. ReR, #,a.

7

South Cayigs, Qntz ' g |

Dunville Omt,, R.R.;y.



Mennonite Archives of Ontario

List of Elders and Ministors of the -
Mennonite Brethren In Christ Church
Authoriged o sign Membership Certificates,

- Presiding Elder, Semuel Goudie, Stouffville Ont,

Fresiding Elder, C. N, Good, Eitehener, Ont,
: Kinisters,
: ‘ e Briéker, : - Markhan Ont,
;- Jo Bolwell, Bagely Omt. .
. : " W, Brewm, Kitchener, Ont. |
I Brubacher,  Elwwesd On%,
" PJ Gober, | 2t Maxryboro Ont,
S; Croam. ‘ Breslau gnt. \
T Ra Eltheringtbn, i-ion's Head Ont,
H. R Frey, -~ = Susnidele Ont.
As B ‘Goqdmg, L Steyner Ont, : |
3. N. Kitehing, Toronto, Ont, 181 Brunswiek Rve,
Elner Moyer, ' | Aylmer Wesbt Ont, g1
g T Schw;ln, _ - New Dundoe Omt,
E. Stevenpiper, ~~  Stouffville Omt. |
‘¢, I. Sinden, - ~ Dundelk Ont, |
D, 7 Mom,' ¥ Hespeler, (mt,
_ As G, Warder, Collingwood On.ti,‘ =
LR T Long Bay Ont. :
. e J. Gehman, Vineland Ont,




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

N

~ List of Bishops and thoso of the Amish Memnonite
Church iuthoriged to sign Membership Certificatesn,
' i n wm () Jomm ;

N

Bishop Daniel H. Steiuman, Baden Ont, \
Bishop Christisn B. Zehr, Wellesley Ount.

Bisghop Dauniel S5, Jutei, 4% Tavistock Ont,
Bishop Nicholag Nafziger, 8 Brunner Ont,
Bishop w kuep:ter, Erunner Oxit.
Bishop Joseph W, Kuepfer, Milverton Ont,
Bishop John Lichty, Wellesley Omt,

Petexr Boshart, Hilverton Ont, Acting Bishop,

List of Bishop of the Tunker Church who are
Authorized %o Sign Membdrship Certificates,

IS [« P
~ Bishop Charles Baker, . Batteaux Ont,
\\;Biahcp Eraa.nshn,‘ ‘ - Kindersley Sask. £
Bighop John Reichert, = Fordwich Ont.
- Bishep :nhn,3t1§}. - Marshville Ont.,
f-&ﬂhﬂp Poté_r M, Sectekley, Bethesda Omt.

 Bishop Bert Shexk, : Steveuswille Ont. - :

P
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HAMES OF BISHORS OF THE MENNONIIEZ AND AMISHE CHURCHES
AUTHORIZED 70 SIGN CERTIFICATLS OD MEMBERSEIP, FOR
: EXEMPTION CLAIME.

Bishop Jonss Shpder Wwaterloo, Ont.
Bishop Apram Gingrieh Elmira, Ont,
Bishop Manassed Hallman Petersburg, Ont
Acting Bishop L.J. Burkholder Markham, Ont
,;1 Bishop Z.F.foffman Vineland, Ont.

AMISH MENNORI TES.

Bishop H. Steinman Baden, Ont
Bishop Christain B. %ehr Wellesley, Ont
Bishop Daniel 3, Justi Tavistock, Ont
Bishop Nicholas Nafzifer Brunner, Ont.
Bishop John J. Kuepfer Brunner, Ont.
Bishop Jacob Licity Wellédsley, Ont
Bishop Josevh W. Knapfar Milverton, Ont

Bishop Freeman Rittenhouse D nanville, Ont
Bishop Exra L. lMartin 5t. Jacobs, Ont
Bishop John Richert. Porwich, Omnt.

Samuel Gondie, Presiding E 1l@er of the Me nnonite
Brethern in Christ may be treated as a Bishop for the
purpose of issning these certificates.
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Vineleud Ont,, August 19th 1918,
Thomas Reesqr, Tres,
Pickering Ont, ; : 3

5

it e RSl e

~ Dear Biothaeri- Greeting in the name of the Lord,
5 Your letter @d vhe 15th instant received, I had copies of the
: “igts of names of the Minigtors and bishops of the several Churches
represented in our- Organization as well as the rewigions of those lists,
I mede out complete lists as rovised and have sent them on to Mr., Scott.
All of the minigters and BisBops of your branch were ineluded in the list,
This was accorﬂﬂhg to your former. arrahgemnnt Only .the Bishops of our
- Chureh, and those. acbing in that cepacity in digiricts where we have no
< Bisuop, were ineluded im our list, The Tuuker Brethren have sent only
the names of theix Bishops, including ome in the North West, The
. Amish Branehes have thelr Bish¢ps ngmes only, The M, B. C. Chureh have sent
. the nmmes of their two presiding "lders and sll of the ministers in the e
congregetions of the Optaric Conforence, Vo

There sho':ld not have been the misunders u&ﬂdiub aoo“t these lists
"Shat there secems to have been, Perhaps it was due to the sending of the
lists Ifrom the Departmemts in Gliswa, Thers may hawe hoon some misunders o
#tand ing also in the way that the matter was presented to the Department, n
- Some teemé to have had the Idsa that ouly the Bishops were to have the
.« mutherity to sign the Certidicsies aud since not all the Churches
. were raopresented by Bishovs they were verhaps eut off of the list. I have
“~  mede 1t clear on the lists thet a1l of those whose names appear on the list
under the heading of the Church nsme are autHorized to sign Fert14103tb3.

i I em glad that you took this mater up with dxr, Scott, He seems

: '1111ng to do ell that be can to help our cause, sluce he more ful iy
understands the position that we take, lir, dcichal is slgo a faithful
helper and we should be ‘especidlly grateful for the way in which ,
he has voluntarily givem us aid., Ihiungs scem %o be settled down to l
s state of qaietness at present, but we may expect gome change about the
first of Detober, or soom after the Fall seeding snd harvest ave past.

. We need. 40 continue prayers to the Lord for His help. :

Wife has boen quitp'siok with her old Gall Stome trouble. By.the
mereies of the Lord she is sapain improving. Fray for us .

" Yours in ‘faith gud sepvice, . L
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: Vineland Ont., August 19th 1918.
L. J. Burkholder,
Markham Ont.
Dear Brother:- Greeting.
Your letter of the loth Instant regarding the
providing of & minister for the Almirs Congregation,as recomneﬁded by the
York County Ministers meeting, was duly received., .I am sorry that I
"overlooked replying to you, but it was owing to the illness of my wife
at that time and subsequent attacks which she has had that kept me from
looking after some of these matters. I am sure that I wéduld be glad to
grant the permission to the Congregation as well as approve of any action
on the part of you Ministers Meeting to provide miniaterail help for your
work there. I am nct so certain about mceting with your Committee on account
of the uncertain condition of Ella's Health, ©She had & very sever attack
of her trouble last Eriday, at which time a specailist was called in for
consultaion, He decided that an operation was not advisable at this time,
stating also that her condition would likely improve, but a&ised an operation
later on to remove the case of her troubles, We feel, however,thet the
Lord has wonderfully blessed us and has heard our prsyers, We feel that
He will grent us all and more than we havg asked for, Ellais still in
bed ané,.while her condition is improved, she needs care and assistance
until she is strbnger. | |
All as well as ususl., I mailed Brother Lapp a letter in your care

today. We are expeciing him here on Thirsday and Friday.

Yours in faith,
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Vineland Ont, August 19th, 1918,

L. J. Burkholder,
Markham Ont.

Dear Brother:- Greeting.

#our letter of the 12th was duly received and read
with interest., Some matters were cleared up, but there is also a little
haziness in the atmospnere as to wby the d1ct1nc+1ons are made regarding
the differences in our chu eg and the source of the reports that have
appeared almost s imultane unbly in & nulbnr of lowal papers., I would like
very much to nave copies of the clippings from the Markham papers. I felt
almost like keeping those enclosed in your letter, but thought that you
saved them for your own fyle.,

Would it be possible for you to gét me & copy of the Exemption paper
sent to Brother Roy Widemaen from the offlce of Mr C. Lesslie Wilson , after
he had received his Leawe of Absence from the Officer Commanding? I would
like very much to add that to others which I am :eeing on Fyle, I believe
that some officers are meking an effort to reject, in some manner, all of
the boys that come under their charge from the Mennonite and Tunker
Churches, There was such an experience at the Niagara camp recently in
the case of a Tunker Brother from Bertie DlStTlCu. The Officer told him
that he need not report as they didf not want any of the Tunker boys in
their camp., It is evident that they recognize a difference between the
brethren of those Churches which hold the definite artieles of faith on
non-resistance and those denominations anb individuals who are indifferent
or express only personal opinions regarding the matter. The Lord has bee:
working for us in this instancep we fcel sure,

Brother Reesor asked me to send to Mr, Scott a copy of the lists
of Bishops and Ministers of our several Churches, who were suthorized by
the Churches to sign Mmmbership Certificates. This I have done, and
have made the distinctions between the several bodies and have given the
lists as revised after sending the first list. These are bLow womplete, and
include the Bishops and those Acting ﬁisﬁﬁ/ or dppointed in our Conference;
the Bishops and Ministers of the Comservative branc h; The Bishops and
one Actlng Blshogaof the Amish Branches; the Bishops of the Tunker Church,
ineluding one in the North West, and the Two Pr951d1n0 Elders and all of
the llinisters in charge of vongrbgatlons of the M, B. C. Churech., There
are no new names added to the lists,

Yours in faith,
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Vinelend Ont. August 20th, 1918,
J. Bolwell, ; s
Bdgeley Ont.

Dear Brother:i-
: . Tour letter @f the 15%th instent reoqiﬁed in due time,

" on account of the sickness of my wife,- a severc attack of Gell Stone ¢
‘trouble,; I was not able toc suswer at onee; ¥g thank the Lord that ﬁe
has hei ed 18 in tn1~ t me of trouvlie as in times pest., Ve &re looking e
Him to fully recover haer, -

3 . The icems which you segt are lnteresting as revegling tbe epiﬁ»
ions of yeople who kaow nothing of the Mennonite people end who undoubtedly
have not /‘taken the r aol@ to get relisble information conderming them,

It 70u¢d have b el 8 Very casy matisr for the writers of the items.te .
refer to fhs GOVurnment records and find cut ail~thgt he sked in his
1ist of Guestionms. xhe special drav: in Ccuﬁcii.may be had from the
Gevernment by eny oné who applies for it. In that Order the oonditions 91 
the coming to this Country of the sRusslen Menn ionites are ell stated,

The items clearly refer lo The Russien Men enitrs of the West. 'f(m
pay have considered the a&vis&bility of making & reérly 10 these Statementl¢
Fdr my pert, I think it would be ‘ﬁa&Viagb;e to do so &t present, owing

'to the efiforts ceztaznﬂmemuars of the- GOVPrannt are neking to sn;ela nl

them in ther efforts, 4 reply to statemnts in 1oba1 Jawars might be in qrac:
uheg Jocal qnestiens are brvacheﬂ but-1% migrt be best to keep out of -
‘the public pxaﬁ. Qur Stut@mlfﬁS Wm::.lél mogt eertsinly be mimmderstce&.
| Fox ymu‘ own bumfit I s senamg you a ¢opy of & speceﬁ by Lord Dufferi:

'to the Mensonites of Nsnitﬂba seen. &iter $heir gettlesent im this Gountry.
X% ie mtexectm in the 1ight of what one of the writers in the Sentinal
~ has and meny other fa. agseriions made in the same articlep,
 The Ru ‘Brethren in the Weet have beon claiming exemption for theilr
ehil hey are nod ambern of ‘shg Church We have claiwed exeupt
i x ;8tyTo scondeswifhiliBhelis

§

‘tt'ﬁxt.1‘}"t-"£x"“tﬁ?3- Piﬁﬂﬂ' write aglu, Yours in sorvict.”’ﬂ"

~

from just such antagouisms, To agitate the ques+ion new wou}d be embsrrtﬂltx
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EXTRACTS OF LORD DUFFERIN'S SCRECH OF WELCOME : B '
¢ - TO THE FIRST MENNONIYE SEPTLERS : ' v
IN MANI®OBAT » :

Aungust 21st, 1677.

Fellow=~Citizens of thg Dominign‘and Fellow-Subjects of Her Majesty,=

I have come here to=day in the name of the Queen of England to bid you
welcome to Canadian soil, With this welcome 1t is needless that I should
eouple the best wishes of the Iwpoerial Government of Englamd or of the
Pominion Govermment at Ottawa, for you are well aware that both have
regarded your eoming here with uwapitiigated satisfection. You heve left
your own lend in obedience Lo & couseientious seruple, nor will you have
beeri the first 1o cross the Atlaniic under the prescure of a similar
exigency, 1In doing 80 you must leve made great sacrifices, broken with
many ‘ender assocdations,and overthrown the seitled purposes of your
formerly pescefully ordséred lives; but the faff very fact of your having
manfully faced the uncertaintics and risks of g0 great an enmigration
rather than surrender your reigious conviedlons in regerd to the unlawful=-
Aess of varfare, proves you to be well worthy of our regpect, eonfidence
and esteem, You have come 40 a laud where you will find the people with
whom you are to associate engaged imdecd iun & great strugele and contending
‘with foes whom it roquires their best edergles to encounter, bul those
foes are not their Fellow-men, 1or will you be called wpon in the sbruggle
t0 stain your hands with humen bloode & btasgk which 1s so abhorant 1o your
religions foelings, ===~--~ (onguest of laud, ==-== -~ FPriendly co~operation
of the Us B4 ====-eswe- , If, Ghen, you have come hither to seek Lor peace,==
peace we can promise you. DBut it is not merely to the meterisl blessings
of our lamd that I bid you weleome, =---~ There is ne right or funetion
which we exercise as ivee gitizens in waich we do not desire that you should
participate, and with tahis oivlil freedoum we equally and glad offer you -
@bsolute religious libverty.--- In oue word, beneath the flag whose Tolds
now wave asbove us, you will find prolecltion, peace, ¢éivil and religious
" 1iberty constitutional freecdom and equal laws,
\ , , lexnnonitec Reserve, Manitoba,

/ .

/ . /
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7 Vineland Ont. August 22nd 1918,

8 xr. W. G‘ W‘i‘h‘l.
£ on Waterloo Out,

Degr Sirie :
. At the sgggstion of Mr, Thomes Ressor, I take pleasure inn
sending to you, herewith enelosed, a eopy of the liat of the bishops and
' minigters of our ueveral churches who are mtherini by ’ohe Conferences
md congrogations 1;0 sign th@ Menbership Certificates of t‘ﬁe young men
»m require them for preamtation to the Military Autherities tn the
matter of suuinz their relief from military service,
We are certainly glad for what has been n.cccupnlhoa for
- us through the a.goncy of our friends. and trust that the unde: -twng

wiiich we now hawe with the aGovernient ma.y omthmn mtnt.rmtouy
¢ :’ 3 %

Yours moat truly.









