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Dantel Zehr,
ilverton Ont,

Vineland Ont, Sept. 5th, 1918.

o ‘ | B8

Desr Broéger in the Lord:- Greeting to you end the Brotherhood at Poole
in the name of oHim whom we love aund serve, : ;

e Your létter with the emelosure, which was mailed on Sept.
3rd, was duly received. Phe lioney Urder for §39.06, was disp@secd of
according to yvour direections. I have sent the amouat of §32,36 to the
freasurer of the lon-Resistant Relief Orgamizmation, Brother Thomas Reesor, .
of Pickering Omt. and he will scknowledge the receipt of the amount o g

Joue : ;
Up te® the present itime there has been no definite arrangoe
ment made with the Govermment as to the mse of suy funds that might be
placed in their hands for charitable or rellef work, Those who were appointed
in the Government to arrange these matters for us hapve been away in the
01d Country and hewe rebturned very recently. As sooh &s we esn got in
2 toush with thém ssain some plan may be fmebthecoming, If there is no er-
‘rangemrant possible with the Govemnment, our Orgamigation will make use of
the funds through other chaunels, We know thet the Lord will bless those
who have given 1o the cause in this way and we know thot He wighes us
0 remenber the poor snd suffering that are aboult wse opn every hand,
» A The anount that was sent to us for our use, is very much
preciated as a token of the good will and brotherlu fove thet exists Im =~
‘our hrarts and we pray that the Lord will bless all the brethren-and those
wh have had & shave in the Gigh, We feel that we are unworthy of thess
favors and have felt repaid £or all that we have been able to do by kmow-
_ing that our efforts were appreciated and the homes of S0 many of our
Ppeo.le are happler ondaccount of the release of the Sous from the ranks
.0f thosé wiom the officisls of our lund have called to bear arms, We
thank the Lord for giviag us this liberty and may wo prove faithfnl to our 5
privileges of freedom and exeréise ourzelves im greater works of merey. il
‘ . Thenking you agin for your kinduess and thanking the brothers .
hood for their love and sgyapatiy, I anm, g : S e
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. Vineland Ont,., Sept. 5th, 1918,
Thomas Reesor:=
Piekering Omt,

Dear Brotheri- Greeting, :
Please find enclosed a - Post 0ffice Order for the
amount of Thirte-twe Dollard and thirty-six cents,($32,36) which was semt
- %0 me from the Poole congregation, Amish, for the war-sufferers relisf
fund, It was sent by Daniel Zehr, Milverton Onte, ReRejl, and might be
acknowledged to him, = = /
. I was in Ware®loo County the first of this week and met
Brother L, J. Burkhelder there, As I had some business in Kitchemer, I weent
to see Mr, Suler, to find out what methods he had been using in securing )
the release of several young brethren from serwice, His methods were
practically the same as those used by others, requiring the membership
egertifieate and securing the indefinite Leave of Absence fdom the Commande
in Officer, I had not time to go uwy to Waterlo. to sce Mr, Weichel, as I
would like to have done in order to find out what was being done coneerning
$he special donation to the Government,I learned thiough Hr, Euler that
Mr, Calder has returned, and sinee he is the ome whh was appointed by
the Govermment to look after that maiter for us, I thought 1y would be im
- order to write him again and eall attention to the malter and say thet we
are ‘aiting to learn what suggestions the Government has for us, %

: Owing to the shortness of de time that I had at ny dis~
-posal I was unable t0 eall uoon Mr, Scott, S I have learned thet the <
linitetions placed on the date of members being received into the Chureh
will not effect any of our boys who have been brought up in the Church, The
Government is only waking provisions that will effect any one who has
- eome. into the Church solely for the purpose of escaping from Military
Service. There are no sueh caoses among us that I am aware of, and it is
very provable that Our brethren will nét be required to do any Military

Service of any kind, /
May we hope that we will be spared any further complie \
cations with the Government respecting our position and attitude : :
d the Government, We have endeavored to act under the instructions
of the Government st all times end desire to do our duties as citigens
and subjects, I hope that there will be .& hearty respose to the srpeal
for the memorial for the Goverament, : s

~

Yours in faith, S ol \
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Hon. J. A cald‘r, Vl.. L).

Minister of Immigration and Colonigation,
~ Qttawa Ont, .

Vineland Ont., September 7th, 1918,

Honourable Sir;=- :
/ With- /respee¢t to the objects of the NoneResistent .

‘®elief Orgenisation, which had in view the presentetion of & fund to -
the Government as a Memorial for freodom Irom Military S-rvice, our
'Gtganisatioa awaits the pleasure of the Govermment in sugee sting chan-
nels. thraush ‘which thisg fund nay be presented and objects,in harmony

' with the religious prinoiples of the Churches re: resentii in the
organluationu, to whieh the Gévernment may epply the use of the FPund

/ v
thue presented, A ,

The regulations now in force, wherby our members aré‘
given indefinite Leave of Absenoce from service, are satisfactory in
affording relief trﬁm former unpleasant conditions, We'trust that such
_dbvur' may be continued ta.us. Our gratitnne s We truatl will be.provgn

by thiththl and loyal respomses to every eivil ébligntian and duty.
.5/ > >

Yonrs, reapectfully,

i
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Vineland Ont,, September 7th 1918,

Hono We A.'mer, M. )
: Kitchener, Ont,

I

Dear Sir;-
You will please find, enclosed h rewith, a copy of the

apeaoh of Lord Dufferin to which I referr-d when in your office oun
Wodnoaday. lest, You will notice therein some of the primciples of
our national*ﬂovernnent whioh have been lost eighf or in the attitude

which the Government hss taken toward our non»rosistant people, both in

~ the West and in the Tast,

h

Respeeting the position which our Ghurches tako on tho
queétion of miltery service, our confession of faith hes been underntood
to apply to all forms of miltary service as objectiomnalbe to christian
living.  Sinde we are disenfranchésed by the ﬂar-timaﬁ Hleetions Aot
which exempts only fron Combabtant service one whe oonscientioualy objects
to oombatant service, we are still under a condition which nffards no
. relief to our canaoianoe. This position is peculiar, and the Church aal
| the law come 1nto ﬁi:oct confliot. There is actually n@ place for our

people under thn Act axnupt that of the Russian Mennonitaa whose !hmth

is. roeotniltt 1unthn Qxdar 1n Oénnnil end  under the'law ih&ok is iite&
_ unaer that Crder Lq,ﬁvuncil. ' s

' 5 »  Any 1p:erlntian that may be 51ven in htlping in the so~ !
o ;uucn of this mltian un bo muy given, m& we thank you :br the ;
% Tlateraat nul ﬁﬂl’ tﬁ&t yvn hnv% hnnifosted muﬁ giccn in our hohalf.v '

Yours inuzy
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Vineland Ont., Sept. 7$h, 1918.
Moses Shantz, %
Baden Ont,

Dear Brotheri- Greeting,

In a convereat;or with Brother Reyer, while here, ° o’
there was an 1timation that the Fedearal authorities of the United States
were coneidering taking action against the ":neral Conference, and the
Ministers and others who sjigned the Resolution regardiag the stading of
Gh:roh on Military matters,

It may be that our Ministers in Canade who signed the
reaolution may also be approached for evidence as to the sigmning of the
Yepolution and the purpose of it, We ought to wnderstend thet the
Resolution was not considered as a regulation forbidding any of our mem~
rbers acting as they saw fit. All who united with the Chureh took the
obligation of the faith not to emgage in any form of milttary service.

~ The Chureh has not obligated any one to take this stand after they have
‘united with the Chur The Resolution was intemded solely to give

informationnas to how the church stands regarding the question of nonecom=
batant sevice, since this guestion had never been made arfd issue before

as it has been made at this time by the Act regarding Military service as
passed by the governments of the United Stateés and Cauada, The comditions
ealled for an expression of our Chuweh on this special point, and the 2

' posoution elearly brings out this fact, Our pcople were desirious to

-gave its interpretation., It was not the purpose of the Conferemce. to
. disualie any one from being obedient to thé Government. The ste tement

know if any distinetion was to be made on this point and the Confereunce

&

was handed to the Governments of the United States and Canada and our
negotiations with both Governments have been carried onm in the light
of the statements given in the” resolution and we have been“acting in

'1hlrmony with the advice given to us by the Officialg of both Governmants;

o

- I thought it best to let you know about this, I had a talk
vith some of the brethren at the Conference and had overlooked the fact
that you were also a su¥scriber to the resolution. It may be. bost %o
keep this matter to yourself for the time being,

We are en joying reasonable health, but*Ella has heon
‘altforins soméwhat from a cold and sore throat. Hope your fanily is well
uua that you are snining in strengﬁh. el ;

Yours in faith 7

o
/'

e




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

i Vineland Ont,, Sept., 7th, 1918,
Petexr Boshart, : ]
Milverton Ont.

Dear Brotheri:-~ Greeting, ‘ 4
3 Whide Brother Royer was here I leasned that
some of the Authorities in the Unibed States were about taking action against
the bishops, miniters, d-acons and delegates of the Memnonite Chureh who :
atlended the Gemeral Conference and who had signed the Resolution regarding
the Attitude of the Church on lillitary scrvice, both combabant and none .
Pomhatant gervice, This Intimation was also given in the last Gospel Herald,
- It is impossible to say how this action may effect our
-ministers in the Dominion of Cnada, Some of them may be asked to give
evidence as to their heving been at the conference and that they.signed
the resolution, I think that we ought to understand that the Confereunce
did not ixiend %o make any of our brethren liable to prosection by the
Government for diloyalty or rebellion, All the members of the Church who
came into the Church took the obligation of the fa&th not to do may military
service, since that is ome of the principles which we have always taught
. and s%ill hold, So the Gemeral Conferemce dhd not chamge the faith and
didfl not change the opinions of any members as they were expressed at the
time of their uniting with the Church, The resolution was not dntended to
do this, Xy x=msx Any person who dcsired to emgage in military service
eould remounce his prineiples and leaye the Church if he ®o desired , The
Church could not be expected to change its doetrines because the Government
had made a law that opposed to the faith of the Church, The members could :
ask the Church %o express its opinion on the pointe of differnce, aud that '
is what fal Conferemce did. It gave the opinion ¢ neerning Non-commnat-
ant servie€, since this is the first time in the history of the Church that
gsuch a distinction ;ﬂs made and called for an ression by the Church,

; - We should understand that copiges of this resolittion
were handed to -both the Umited States Government and the Ganadian Govern=~
ment and ®We, as a Church have been asking the counsel of the Governments
- eoncerning all that we hawe done in regard to the action of cur members
in relation to the lawe that have been passed., We are not oppdaing the
Goverment nor conspiring aginst them in any semse., Our purposes are true
and our actions are all above board, I hope thal you will have no.
trouble and that we may be understood by our ch‘rgguntgg;av:nt\lﬁins
more than we h&ve hdd & right to do and not mor e that a Church has the
privilege of doing under constitutional regulations o SR

g Ut may be best not to make this oo publie until we

may know more of what is t0 be done, I had a talk with some of the
brethren at the Gonferenmce, but overlocked the faet that you had alsof
attended the Gemeral Conference, & > ol >

S With thenks to God for mercie$ thet He has ted us,
and wishing you are yours every blessing from the Lord, I am, o

U Bewre n faith, T

” ; > . ';,',‘.-"";3‘-"'
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Charactor of Exemntlions Granted o m.r.-.u ites and Tunkess
who requestod connlete excnnion on account
of thele non-resiotant {.Als.h.

I, Local Tribunds grantcd®Excnptl on fron Combatant servéc on account of
redicicus belief
1, Apslication to Dist, Telbunals for omplete exmdon,were isallored
or Diamissed,
2., Dist, Tribunal chnged a fow apneals as follows,-
a. "Allowed on fam, and ¢xenpt fron conbatunt serviece as Mgnnonitey
b, "Allowdd as a famer and fron conbatant s rvée,
c."Allowed as a £ meor,*
8, A nunboe apnled to Dist, Telbunal for complete exempion and
racclvedne raoret.

4,Anpllcutions for anneul to Central Anngal Judge,
a., Malorlty refused anneal.,
b. A nmunbar annled the sccond tine and werc allowe:d,
4, Anpeals to Central Judge,
a. Record of only throe,- Total exemnion refuscd,
| : b. Majorlty have recolved no pepors.

II. Loe:l T¥ibunds granted "Exemptéon us Farmers, or ""Wlle reuining on
| the farm,"” ‘
| 1. Class of exenptions specifled,
a. As a famecr, or on the fam,
b, A3 a famr and fan onbatant sd¢rvicc.
: ¢. As.a fame r, also on account of rd iglous beller,
; d, Until re ccuses Lo be a famer,
¢. Untl dute mentioned,
f. A3 a famer, not culled upon for duty as a aldicre,
2. Anneculs from these doclibons to the Dist, Teibunds fopr totul
exennton were treated as follows,-
a. Ko declal on,
b, Diamissed,
¢. Changed to Excmntion fron combatant scsvée,
d, Allocd exennton while sraced as o fame r and fron onbdant scrvia |
3. A fow apneals for permiusion to Anncal to Central Judge, Dlsallbwed,

111, Local Tribunids sneclfied exemntons as "Granted® or "Allowed,"
- 1. Avpeuls fron these declsions o the Dlass, Tribundls for total
excantion were trcated as follows,- :
a. Bxenpted whille ¢ngaged in Taming,
b. Disallowed,
¢. Exemnied whlle in prescnt occunation
d, Allowsd fron combatant servée on ac o‘wt. of mliglous bellef,

IV. Loecal Tribunds gzranted Excmntion because of wlhrlo.zs mue.r; not
spcifying the beldf, nur from what scrvde exemnted,
1, Appeuls fron th1s declefon %o, the Distrelet Teibuna for totul
exennton answored as folbws,-
a. Bxgninton from canbatant scrvée on acount of mcliglous belice,
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bDepaty Registrar,

EPARTUENT OF JUSTICE.
Military S rvice Branch,
Office of Deputy Registrar, under Military Ssrvice Act.

London Ontario, Sept. 9, 1918,

Mr, Ezrs Baer, 5

R.R.#2
5.‘\.,/ L)

Petersburg Ont.

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 5th inst, enclosing cetificate of membership of
thr llennonite Church. For your information will say
- that western lMennonites are immune from Military service
and constitube one of the exceptions to the Act,.

It has been decided that Ordained Ministers of
the Mennonite faith in the four western provinges shall
be authorized to issue to the men, belonging to their
denomination, of mhditary age and conditions, certificates
0f such memberships and the police have been instructed to
. honour these cértificates., Hastern Mennonites, according
to the ruling of the @entral Appeal Judge, &0 not
constitute an exception to the Act and will ¥e exempt
from combatant service only,

. It will, therefore, be necessary forayou to produce
8 certificate of membership to the Western Mennonites before
you would be immune from the operation of the Military
Service Act,

Yours Truly,

e

(signed,) H. F¢ Beresford.

Deputy Registrar, under Militry Service Act,

PRGN
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OFFICE OF
THE MINISTER OF IMMIGRATION

AND COLONIZATION

Ottawa, Ontario,
1llth September, 1918,

Dear Sir,-

1 have your letter of the 7th instant
in reference to a proposed donation by the people
you represent for some worthy relief or other
purpose, growing out of the conditions existing
during these trying times, Ais the members of the
Government have some difficulty in determing the
wishes of your committee and as there are so many
patriotic and other telief funds requiring assistance,
it has been considered best to leave the decision to
those responsible for the collection of the fund.
The decision reached will, I am sure, be appreciated

by any society or organization that may be assisted.

Yours very/ fruly,

Rev. S¢ P, Coffman, o

Vineland, /;g;nister
Ontario.

mmigration &
Colonization.
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S0y T,
HILITARY SERVECE ACTR =~=1917.
Hotice of Disvosition of 4dppealy to Central Judge.

- e ey

Serial Humber, :
713990 A0 Consecutive

Huwbar on Schedule
630 A
lame, fdzras Boshart,
Strect and No,--Relke 1.
City or Town,~-- Hilverton Unt. .

Your are notified thet the 4y el to the Uentral Appeal Judge with
respect to the exemption from Militery Service of-- Yourself -- Has been
considered by the Central ippaal Judige, snd his decision was that oxempt«
ion be ---"Ihe subject is in the clase roferred to in the Order-in-Council
of Canada,pacsed in the yeer 1873, and is not within the &ppliecation of
the Military Jergice Act 1919,

(Sgd) E. ¥, Berostors,

Aasiatrarvgnder the W litary Service
58 5 19 : .

4% London Ont.

Copy.
Bilitery Sexvice Ast 1917,
CEHTRAL APVAAL JUDGH.
AC 713990 : A 630
Ezra Doshari, g 05
Hilverton Ont,, HeR. 1.
detriet, London.

.

The eufgect ¢f this application beimg in the class roferred to in
the Order-in-Couneil of Janeda, psseed in the year 1873, is not within
the apciic tion of the dilizery Service isct 1917 and neither the Local
Pribanal, the ippeal Tribunsl nor the Central ipvesl Judge hes jurise
dietion Lo deal with his applicatiocn for exeuption, : _

Upon thie grosud the appeal is dismissed and the Registrar should
notify the subject of the spplicetion of this igposition of the
appiicatlion and the peasons thorefor.

Slerk to the Cemtrml ippeal Judge.
Ctiawa, September 13, 19Y16.
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9 0-F Y
MILITARY SERVICE ACT 101f.
Notice of Disposition of Appesl to Central Ap@gal Judge.

Serial Number, Consecutive Number
706062 AC on Schedule
159 A

Mr. John Roes,
Brumner Ont.

You are notified that the appeal to the Central Appeal Judge with
respect to the exemption from Military Service of -- yourself-- has been
considered by the Central Appeal Judge and his decisien$ was that
Exemption be~~ -"The subject is in the class referred to in the Order-in-
Couneil of Canada, passed infithe year 1873, and is not under the
application of the Military Serviee Act 1917.

(Signed) H. S. Beresford,
Registrar under Military Service Act,
London.

COoOPY,
MILITARY SERVICE ACT 1917.
CENTRAL APPEAL JUDGE.

AC 706062 A 1441
John Roes,

« Brumner Ontario.

District, London.

The subject of this application being in the elass
referred to in the Order-in-Council of Canada, Passed in the year 1873, !
is not within the application of the Military Service Act 1917, and
neither the Local Tribunal, the Appeal Tribunal, nor the Central Appeal
Judge has jurisdiction to deal with his application for exemption,

Upon this ground the Appecal is dismissed and the Registrar should
notify the subject of the application of this disposition of the applica-
tion and the reasons therefor.

(Signed) Clerk to the Central Appesl Judge.
Ottawa, Sept. 13th, 1918,
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Vineland Ont., Sept. 13th, 1918.

denbers of the Non~Resistant
Relief Organization.

Brethrenit~ (Greeting.
In & letter to the Hom. J. 4. Ca&lder, on Sept. 7¥h,

fhe following request was made."With respect to the objects of the
Non/resistant Relief Urgsnisabion, which had in view the ?csntaﬁon of &
fund to the Gove nuwent as & memorial for freedom from military service, our
Organigation awaite the pleasure of the Government in suggesting channels
through whishand objecte, in hemmony woth the religious prineiples of the
Churches represented, to whick the Government may arply the use of the Fund
thus presented.l :

A veply from Mr, Calder, dated 1lth September, is as follows;i~
#I have your ietter of the 7th imstant in rereremce to & proposed donmtion by

the people you repres:ut for some worthy velief or other purpose, growing
out of the conditions exish dur these trying times. As the membexs of
the Governmen® have somo difficulty determining $he wishes of your
comiittee ahd as there are g0 many patriotic and other relief tmﬁ
asgistance, it hes boen considered best to leave the decision to those
responsible for the collection of the fund. The decision reamched willi, I am
pure, be apprecieted by eny soclety or orgenigation that may be nsh&ol..“

1% is the purpose of your seerebor, to again write ir.
Galder ssking him to suggest funds that are under the contr 1 of the
Govermment, or orgauizetion contwm lled by the Govermuent through which
the 8 oeiai fand might be administered. In t is way we may be able to get
information and workh in sympathy with the Govermment, Also, I toimk that
we had best proceed with the collsction of the fund and then see some
menber of the government about the disposel of @t thro ug;h Government channek.
It may be possible that the members of the specigl Committee do not ap=-
preciate the gpirit of our pecple in the dispensingg of this money, malke
ing use of it in work outside of military objects, and that , i2 it is
z:ui_blo %o eleax this point there will be mo difficulty in getting
® money used as it is intended, and all will be satisfied. ;
Hoping that this will meet you approval, and avalting your
further pleasure, and trusting siso that others uay have besn interested in
getting ingorwation on this point, I am,
Yours im Hig service Whom we lpve, 7éj//
S LT,

T Pz,
For the Comulttess, /) =

requiring
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Vineland Ont.eSept. 14th; 1918,
Norman G, Bauman,
Goshen Ind,

Dear Brotheri- Greeting, :
Tour létter of the 1lth instant received.
We have no furhkher information to give you relative to your securing exe
emption from military service while in the United States. Last week I
had & talk with Mr, Buler, M. P. of Kitchener, regarding the ststus of
our brothren who are in the United States and he said, that if they remsined
there they would be subject to the draft regulation of the United States
unless they hadl speeial exemption., Those of our brethren who are eitizeuns
of t.e Us S. and resident in Canada would be sabjeet to the exemption
or military regulation of Canadae. He could give me no inforamat on cone
cerning the Viplomatic Ixemption of Camadian citizens which would free them
from the Draft L°w of the U. S. Provided they continued to reside there,
I saw the paper t was sent to Brother J, B, Cressman. It is very
indéfinite as to the pre ;hili&y of giving exemption from service while
in the U. 8. JApother brother from the Amish church at New H mburg, is
expecting to attend school im Chicago,( Bekhany Bible School} and has
secured a leoave of Absence from Canada #or eighteen mouths, from the Registre
at London, Mr, Wismer, It is evident that there are several ways of getting
permission to remain in the United States, and a number of ways of tratiing
the cases and much may depend upon the source of the application and the
authorities to whom one applies, :
: I know nothing of the (uestimmhtre to which you vefer. It may be an
american Document, and i1f 20 may be presented to the Canadian or British
official at Washington and decided by him as to whether the applicamnt has
8 just cause of remaining in the United States and free from military sere
vice, In that case there may be a new phasc pheced uwpon the privilege of
the Menronites in Banada under present conditions. I am anxious %o know
what will be the result of your application, but I fear that 1t will not
be granted, Our present freedom from militery service 1s only a speacial
arrangement with the Militia Department at Cttaws and not a recognition
of our faith under the Military Service Act, And since this is the case,
it may be possible for amny of our bretheen to recceive Leave $0 remsin in
the United: States, only after their application to g Registrar or from
‘the Military Officer of the Digtriet in which they veside, X3 Sy
Regarding your return to $#F Canada, in case you should be required |
to do so, have you registration cards from Canadal Have you any papers showin
~ that you have had previous exemption from military service, or had made :
application for such exemption in Canada? These papers may help you, and
you would likely have no further trouble in returning, Your Church lember-
ship Certificates might be of some assistencc, but might not be recognizad
by the efficials at the line, ' Also, unde the regulatioms thaet require
¢ citigens to return to Canada for registration or military servige,
it is not likely that officers will be stationed at the line to take im
custody every person so returning, If they are mo% in the classes already
called, or prove that they have not been itrying to evade the law, they -
will likely be allowed to proceed without further molestetion, In esse you
- were taken imte custody, our arrangements would secure you frecdom again,
I am sorry not to be able to give you further informstion, I will
write to Brother Jonas/ Suyder to forward you Membership Certificates at
- once., Brother Jaeob ors were hore to see about their som in Illinois,
‘l»‘wggi'liktl return to Canada. Do the thing that scems wisest and most
possible. Seek His guidance in all that you do, i :

Youre in faith,
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: : - Vin:.lend Oat., Septembexrl8th, 1918,
J« R, Bbersole, ; ;
Milvertoh, ont.

Dear Brother:- Greeting, . ,
Tour letter of the 16th inspant received and noted, In reply, I would
say that I bave seen the osrocsl ambtion concerning the registration for :
military service of Rll citizens of the United States of military age who
are regident in the Domin on of Gmada, It is nee cpary that all such cite
igens shall refognize the authority of the country to which they balong,
and especially such that are christians and desire to fulfill their duty
to those who ritle over them, The _ucstion ¢Ff citizenship is one that we
mist give some atemtion and I have come to the conelusiom for myself that
we as christisns s}ould be the most loyal eitizens, in those things which
concern righteousness, and also in refraining from the things that are
detrimental to the welfare of our fdllowsmen, We should 1live so that ye
\may receive the praise of the rulers for well-deing, - It is possible for -
ue to give allegiance to the reulers of our land, and we are expeeted to
do so whether it be a King or a President who rules over us, Im this case
the President asks for all of the Unit d States citizems to Register for
miliflery servipe even though they reside inCanda, All such sitigens will
eomply as far as tGhey are able to do so., In your case, yocu prefer not to
4o so on account of your family aond business and. youy preference for liviing |
under the Canadian Gowernment. The U, S. goverament /give the citizens the .
privilege of registering under the Canadian Government, and thet is what 1
many will do. It then becomes a Question as to whether one will be loyal -
to ane couniry ar another. I do not think that because the Glving of Allege
iance %o a country docks like giving to0 the country our life that we should
take it to mean ell of that., In no cgse does the country hold dominion
over our souls, The true allegiance reguire megns only such obligations
-~ a8 rest upon any eitizen of the land., The Government grants religious
liberty and fre dom of wirship as a men thinks in his owan heart and the
troe allegiance means only such duties as are required of all citizens, 1 ]
have looked inte the question sinee and foel that I eeuld conscientiously
give allegainece to the King, the seme as I am required to do as a citigen®
0f the United States and I was born there and am Obliged %o give allegaince
whether I ehoose to do so or not, We give our highest allegiance to Christ
and our our allegaince of citizens of this world %o the Rulers over us,
' Now, as %o the duty in regard to Registering, It will only be necessary
for you and youy som %o do0 nothing regarding registering until the sixty
days after the 30th of July 191§ have expired, Them you obligation t0 return
to the United States will have expired, You will then have automatically
have come under the jurisdiction of the Military Service Act of Canada, y
&nd will be required to register with the Reglstrar of the Province or
Diltfic? according to the roguirements of the regulations and you will
receive the same privileges as do all citizens of Cansda, and, as menbers
of the Amish Memnomite Church you will receive the same ‘-eatment'wnd
privileges a8 our othr brethren have roceived. I asked particilarly about
- this matter and have becen informed that sueh privileges will be given to
- our brethren who are resident herve but are citizens of the Uniied States,
Sueh brethen must register within ten days after the 29th of September,
v (. The brotir who is working fox {nu will be required to do the same
" 'as yourself snd son, Do nothing until the sixzty days have passed, them
 regisler undcr the Camadian Government with > 293
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o J.R.B./2,

. 'he will be free to register here and secure the privileges of our Cenadian

brethren. But amy bhrother who comes into Cemda after this date will have
only thirty days in which to register with the United States or to return
%o the United States, After the thirty days have expired such persons will
be required to rogister under the Cenadien Govemment within tden afébe
the thirty days havs passed. ' :

Ag far as I can understand all of those concerming whom you have asked
will be under the ssme comditions with yourself and need only wait until
after the B29th of Sepntember and then register under the Canadian @o0verument
act, Your sor had ap.lied for exemption and was recogniged das, an American
citizen, He will be required to register again as an Ameriecan Citizen andt
88 all other American Citizens, '

_Under the provisions of the previocus of the dradt law those persons

(w0 failed to report f r serv ce while resident in Canda wereobliged to
return to the Syes or loose their eitigenship,and becane citizens of the
gountry where they rosided. I do not aknow the particulars of the present
regulations, but, I wuld not be at all surpkised if that is not the case,

I hope that you Will have n¢ further trouble in this matter,We have
taken these guesstions up with the authorities and they seem te think

{

That there will be no trouble with regard to the exemptions of our brethrem

whoe are Ameriean citizems, ~
; & Yours in faith amnd service,

]

¥

|
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PHONE M 4651

DEMAR FMENT . OF JUBSTICE, CANALDA

MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH

OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR UNDER
THE MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1917,

SOUTHAM BLOCK
CALGARY, ALBERTA

Sept. 18, 1918

i IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE {
REFER To ‘

Bishop L. J. Burkholde
Merkham, Ontario.

Dear Sir:-

I wes furnished some time ago with @
certificete of membership in your church on behalf
of Joseph Percy Dike, Ser. No. 333946 MC, Aldersyde, Alta.
It does not however give the dete of admission; kindly

let me heve this at your earliest convenience.
Yours truly
Chief Public Representetive.
o 7o B
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Elmira, Ont., Sept. 18/18.

Rev. 8. F. Coffman,r
Vinelsand, Ont.

Dear Friend:

Greetings.

Some time has eliapsed since 1 lest corresponded with you
but I am keeping in tough with affairs through the diligence of bro-
ther Reesor. He has forwarded to me copies of your commundcations
with the authorities at Ottawa sand I notecthat the donation propos-
ition is still under consideration.

The attitude of the people of our branch of the Church
in this section need not be described as you will recall the sit-
uation as it presented itself at the first meeting of the organiz-
ation at Kitchener. The Mercantile Marine Sailors' Fund has been
brought to our attention and there is every indication that the mat-
ter will be taken up and a lkberal fund raised.

The Sailors' Fund is being regarded as perhaps the most
suitable cause that has, as yet, presented itself to the non- resist
ant classes as the funde raised are to be for the support of the
widows and children of non-combatant sailors who are employed in the
transfer of merchandise and not as a fighting unit. We are also re-
minded that the government does not support these widows and chil-
dren as it does in the case of soldiers.

At the suggestion of Brother Reesor I am meking every
effort to have this donation made to the committee to be passed
from there on to the place stipuleted by the donators, as it is of
the utmost importance that we work together as much as possible.

The fore-sight with whieh the committee was blessed enables us to
raise funds in any manner we think proper and to make the donaticn
to any specified cause. The people cen donate generously and with a
free consciehce and the funde thus raised could be handed to the
committee elong with those of the gther non-resistant classes with
the assurance that they will reach4destination for which they are
intended.

I would be pleased to have your advice in this matter
end would gladly consider any suggestions offered.

Yours very truly,

7 2y LBearinpers
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Vineland Ont. September 19th 1918,
Egra Beer,
" Petersburg Ont.
ReBuf2,

Dear Brother:- Greeting, :

, - Your letter of the 18th instant received and noted.
It seems t6 be the sase that you have handed to the Registrar at London
a certificate to the éffect that you were & member of the congregation
at Guernsey Sagk, and your certificate was likely signed by Brothezr Hallman,
1 am not sure thet I have the sonditions correct, bubt is seems to me that

is the reason that the Registrar eited you to the privileges of the

Mennonites in the West, It certainly was wvery kind of him to suggest a
way so thet you can be immune to military service.

; In corrspondence with some of the Western brethren I have learned
that none of the Vértificates granting complete exemption from militery
service have been countersigned by the Registrars in the ‘est sinee they

- were awalting a decision from Ottaws as to the stending of those Mennonites

. Who were not Rusgsian originally, I have not yet learned of the decision
eoncerning how the Mennonites of Canada were to be disposed of in the
Western Provinces, I would be glad if they would be placed in the same
class ag the Ru sians, because, $o my mind, that is the only classiffcation
posgible when we take into comsideration the nature of our faith and the

Aecording to the direction of the Lendom Registrar, it will onlyb
be ngeessary for you to write to Brother Rosemberger and ask him to £ill
out and sign & memborship cetificate for you, if Fou are still a mém bexr of
the congregetion at that place. You will then forward that certificate
%o London and prove that you hold membership with a Western Mennonite
~Congregation and secure you total exemption, You should ask brother
' senberger to send you & duplicate certificare. - one t0 send to London
@nd one to keep with you. This is all that I can make out of the letter
fron L ndon, and if you still hold membership in the West that will be
the pr'per ecourge for you to pursue, , S : : B
* If you are g member of the comgregation at Mannheim or Shantz's 1t
would be botter for you to inform the Registrar concerning the mayter and
if you have boen called %o report for service, ask that the Leawe of ;
‘Absehce ta’arrangpaaxor Memenite be granted you, or, apply to the Officer
Commending Distriet #1 in person and ask for your Leave of Absence as
a member of the Mennonite Church, ' '

g XL hope that this will help to ciear up your posituon. It is rather
& pechliar one, and i would be glad to learn how you get along with it,
* May the Lord lead you by His wisdom and enable you %o do the right thing
: PRI 0 . Youre in feith, : : _

A £

conditvions wnder whixh the Russian Brethren received the r total exemptions,

it s ekl R e L B g

LI

4

3




i 5

Mennonite Archives of Ontario

. : Vineland Ont,, Sept, 19th 1918, : o &
Wellington Duxbury,
Hagersville Ont.,
R.Ro'jﬁl{lo\ ¢

Dear Brother Duxburyi- Greeting %o you and yours in the name of the Lord, q

It is in perfect orier for mysclf and family to offer you ‘@nd the j
brotherhood of the the Tunker Church our heartiest thanks in the name of b
our Magster, for the remembrance of us with the generous offering which
you have forwarded to ms, It is beyond our merit for the work that was dome
and we feel uhworthy of such an expression of gratitude since we were only : |
partially instrumental in securing the favors of the Government which have i
resulted equally o so many of us, And it is beyond our power +o exXPress 2
to you the feeling of gladness that we have been able to help some of those
who were in distressand have the assurance thet there are a few more werm 4
and earnest souls that are rembmbering us before the throne of God and maki
intercession for us that the Lord may give us greater spirituel blessings,.
These bleseing we crave beyond the earthly gifts, ‘ %

Since the Lord haes placed these eovidences of the love of the brethren
in our hands we feel %to ask Hig coumsel in making the proper use of them
and to anwer the prayers that have been joined with these conseorated means,
May His mame be praised with the use of all thet belomgs t0 His children,
We dsire to assure you that we pray that the Lord may abundantly increase
His blessings upon those who have in this manner shared with us in the
work of ministering relief to the suffering parents and firiends who were
in disbress regarding the faith and . feithfulness to the Lord of their somsi
 May those sons be spared to the p remts s:d to the Church, Hay they be
& power in His hands to onlighten and save others from the powers of sin
and from the oKyngdom of darkness, As there has been & bestowal of the
fruits of their labors wupon us as a gift, we also paray the the Lord will
abundantly ble s the work of the hands of the dear brethren and paive them !
an abundenee of the eatth's fruits so that thare may be = esontinuence of . . -
- sueh liberality that will result in mueh grwater spiritual profit and pmaise

to the name -f the slord, A ' ' A

: The Lord has been very gracious to us, During the last few months =

we hawe had some great trials in our home which have been thc‘oocasion~ez;%

revealing the hand of the Lord to help us, My wife had & very serious a

tack of Gal Sone trouble., She was in & very critiesl condition., We are sure

that only the power of the Lord has saved and recovered her to ms, She is

not stromg at resent, but is gaining in strength and the mer des of the r

Lord are keeping and blessing her with incressed strength day by mr s
0 .

~ have had occasion to praise Him in a new mamner for such grace be

PUA

- Brother, we need to praise Him at all tiges, His blessings hove been coming
te us from every direetion, Heaven has given us & rich portion, Barth has
golloa her fruits jiand our brethren have b en showering their love upon us.,

Oh, that we might have humble and comsecratéd hearts e recieve the blesse
ings and return them in real service and thanksgiving to God, = e

‘8 The smount of the Cheque was §153.25, I am wr ting brother Winger
also, Ve shall be glad to have you call on us agein at any time thet you

may find it comveneimt %o do so. We appreciate you friipiﬁh&pig;#_qﬁrinttmn &y

- Sympathy and fellowship. With kindest regaxds to the family a SE@MEIRE T
prayer for your blessing from the Lord, I am, G g o R A S :

: . ; ..,;'-m:u.‘su*etﬁln_' o S e i
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Vineland OUnt, Sept., 19th 1918,
Elvin E. Winger, :

Hagereville Omut, ' ¢ (
Dear Broth ri= Greeting in the name of Him who has redeemed us by His owmn % |
blood and has mede us His Kings and Priests to minisber spiritual sacrifices
unto God. Thie is indeed & noble service and a holy life. It is & grand
thing to know we are set apart for such a service. How can one mix into
such a service the life that is defiled with sin and the lusts and
pleasures of men})

© .- A letter recently redived from Brother Wellingbon Duxbury
enclosed a-gift from the brethren of /the Tunker Chureh which was & token
of the " reciation of the siight ser¥ices remdered in bebalf of the young
brethren of the Churdh, Aolng with tae gemeral contribution was a substangial
eontribution from yourself, Dear Brother,We feel that 1% almost an impo=-
sition upon you toaseept such a gift, We féel that we are adding to the g’
misfortunes of those who are suf ering and whom we rejoiced to iend a little
assistance, We are so thankful to the Lord that our united prayers and the
earnest efforts and labors of a number of brethren were so bountigullyln
rewarded by the Lord in securing the relief that was granted to us wE
ieient Government, It surelay has been a wondefful experience and the
_ “of the Lowd was so claerly vecognized in it all. We have to thauk :
m for all that has been accomplished, and He hes in & spemfel way led in
% all and has given grace so that we might eontintie in the werk.
. We desire to thank you especislly for the large synpathy whieh you
/ hale menifusted in the cause and pray that your gift may rove aj blessing
7 In securing relief and bringing joy to masny others as the canse of the
Lord may require fthe use of it., We know that you have alreddy roeeived ;
& blessing from the lord which has amply rewarded you for your service and
labor and peins vequired to make the gift, but the Lord always rewards 7 1
%!5%%ﬁﬂﬁllgu The fruits of sucg, ervoce eontinue -to yiled inerease in years
0 @ome, and may you eontinug: dggtlorr riech harvests from the sowing . g
“of this fruit of love for thejiMastoy for Hig servants and for His cause,
: ~ We camnot thank you in any other way than to give this expressiom
of our apprecistion of your love to us snd pray that this love may
aliays ‘econtinue, and pray too lhat you may be much used of the Lord in the
testimony of His $ruth and that your life may be made free from every .
entanglement te be used for the Masber in am scceptable and well pleasing .
service,  The Dard has greatly blessed un in the past.and we believe that
he Has blessed all those who have had to do with this important work and i Tk
we 8ti11 look %o him for continued grace and direction. We should met -~
- negleeting looking to Him to help us in every trying hnﬁxrqi&ﬁshatll e e L
~alays wabch and pray,for we are always subject to the triale that may dome
unexpestedly. The Lord is alone eur helper. :

S Sy ln thenking youn for your kindme s and for the prayers that ascend
in cur em:.au;.prgyin‘_%‘ml measure of grace in yourbehalf , I am, g

| Yours in faith end christisn love,

{
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