Mennonite Archives of Ontario

: . Vinelaund Ont. Sept, 19th 1918,
Thomas Recsori- >
Piekering Onte. ReR 725

Dear Brother:~ Greeting in the ligeter's name, '

Your letter of the 16th instant to hand., I was‘;lzased to
learn of the steps that are being Haken by the brethren in Noxrthe Waterloo.
I trust thet their efforts will result in doing a praectical work for the
gsufferes who are neglected so much in the' reneral provisions macde for

fpelief., The fuds that are being colleeted for tie relig’of the merchedt

marine breneh of the Governuents work are no doubt acdumleting, but the .
soldier sailors or naval braneh seems to be receiving the greater attention
of the publie. I think that & fund collscted solely for the relicf of th
widows =nd orphnas of the citizen sailors will be appreciated and will be

" rightly sporopristed, Thre is no doubt but that the same £ wonld appeal

to meny obher people if it were brought -to their tientiony” Under the j,»r

conditions that were suggested by Mr., Calder, it might We well for the
Gomnittce to get together and work out the problem of whal causes might

be suppeorted by our non~resistnat bodieg and send out a 1ist of such

esuses and allow the pevle to donate to &ny or all as- they choose W do, -

I have learned thorugh e lebtier received from Borher Heise that thédr bretht
. ven ere expecting to get to work ot on ce in fthe colleetion of the funds p

and desire to have it well unddr way before the nest war loan is insugurated,
Qur congregations are now plammong their colletions and we are palnning

ﬂ for large comtributions, It is only right that we should take a large

" and other funds, but it has bot been the case geaerally, Ohters have given

* indiwiduslly to thé war relief work, This 1s a special opportunity %o

help in & lrpe effort, and show appreciatbion, also fox what the Governmentd

“hes done for us.

It mey be that the Anish brefhisen héve ot yet taken up an organised

\ - cenvas of their congregations, Have you received any informationt from

_brother Gascho regarding this mattew. He might give some anformation and

\.\ ¥l 2

aleso Eive some advice as 0 how the work might be done among the Amish
" Congregetions. I hope that we may be able to work together in one spirit
© in this mattor, while the methods and the ceuses may be gaite varied,
"/ You snd the rest of the Committee in that sectionn might be able to get

. together and make

tﬂ!? plans for further work, Will be glad to hear
e plems apdg.orospects, : -

* dunterest in the relief work Our people have not been overburdened wilth i
these causes in every distriet. wuite a nunber have given e the patriotie =
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) | unela.nd Ont,, September 19th, 1918,
Henourahle Jo 4. Galder, 5
Minister of Imligrutlon & Colonisation
House of Parlisment, :
Ottava, Ont.
Honourable Sirie
N Your letier of the 11th September received and noted.

Sincé it is the purnose of our Committee %o present the Mbmmorial
Fand 1o tho Government in recognition of the favors granted innthe palt
years to the veo
years to the pecole of Non»Resistant Faith, we would consider it a
favor to learn wbhat Oherdtable Fuuis or Organizations are under the
control or direction of the Government, This informetion would be
valuable to our Comnittee in giving informetion and assistance in the

~ earrying out of its plans, |
| - Thanking you in anticipetion of this favor, I am, ; Vi -

Yours tfuly;

. 4 | Bex the Gemlittee. s
z . Honnﬁaaistant.galief Organisation.
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' | Vineland Ont., Sent, 2eth, 1918,
Iton. s 8, Scott, M. P, : ’ Gl '
Gell Omt, . i k- |

. Dcar Siri~ ' ks '
B atE ! Everything is working satlsiac Porlly at the present time,
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Qhere ha‘ro been only a few cases that have needed attent:{on xecently, dut

311 hl‘n eecufed the favoz' that we have asked for.
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The new regnlations regarding the residence in Canada of
j Citigens of the United States has occasioned some 1nqu1'r"y. We have tdon

ho- zt for granted thet any of sueh persong vho are members of any of the
{}.:

s A

ﬁhurohes represented by our Committece, if the remin 1n Ca.nadg nn'bil tho £

Q:pirttioa of the gixty da.ys allowed for retum, will a.p;ply or rcgl&tax )
~ in Canade under the Uilitery Seérvice Aot 7
~ An Censda under the conditione of the uilitary Service Act, and recbive -

'if‘
'
tM lme considexmion es those of our me:nbers who are titinna. !horo m 5‘1
|

Mh rnemabors iz Cnada who have been resident here & number of yearn and
tha hsd no. thought of evading nilitary service when coming inte Canszda,
Afew of our young wen have been attendins our Churech <
ﬂﬁllm 15:1 Indim sns in Kansas, They sre saxious to continve their
Mhl. mt t'&a@: eould be taken to secure them an exemption or 1nﬂ _
of absence from Ganade %o continue their stndi¢ g? A number of thom nave
"DPJAo& to the Ldcel or Dutrlot Tribunals, lsat yeer, asking :for Gxemption .
and’ han !mmd ﬁha unasl "Examun from cmbatant service," They m .
Fendy %o return to Canads 1 my aro not ure of heir position under the
ma.:mﬁm._ . bets i 0 L

\

Thankiag yau in muwmm 02 yw.r favor, 1 (m,

ALY g s e ey,




| Vineland Ont., Sept, 2eth, 1918,

’ Hon., ¥: 8. Seott, M. P,

Dear Sipri-_

Everything is working'satisfaetoriiy at the present time,
There have gean.only a few cases that have needed atténtion.rsaently, but
A ‘all have_sé;uréa the faver that we have asked for, \ 4
V‘; : The new regnlations regerding the residénce in Qanadaéof : ”?ﬁ
; Citigens of the United States hgs occesioned some inquiryt wé h&ve-t@ién'
éﬁw~it for granted that any of suech persong who are members of any of the
Churches represented by our Committce, if the remain in Canada until tho

oxpirttion.of the gixty daya allowed for retuzm, will apply eor resia%er
in Canada under the Military Sérvice Azt

~An Censda under the conditions of the military Service Aet, and raubive jh a2

tha aame cansideration as those of our menbers who are litisens. Thoro are &5

!uah mameberu iz Cnada who have been resident here & aumber of years and }
who had no thought of evading military service when coming inte Caunada,

’ Afew of our young wen have been attending our Church <
0911080 iﬂ Indiuna ens in Kansas. They ere suxious to continve their
st&dien. What sters could be taken o secure them an exemption or leaVl
of absence from Canade %o continue their stndigs? A number of them havb
npplzed to the Ldcel or Diatrict Tribunals, Lsat yeer, asking for Exemptimn"ﬁ
and’ hawe seeured the ususal "Exemption from Camhatant service, " They are
ready 1&0 return to Canada i;t mx are not sure of their pqsition undexr tho
U, 3, Drai’t Law, A Sl A : 4

Thankiag you in antiaipatiﬁn of your favor, I am,

‘ Yours truly.'
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Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Bonse of Commons

OOOXAXXIX  Galt, Sept. 21st, 1918.

Rev. S« F. Coffman,
Vineland, Ont.

Dear lir. Coffman: -~

I have your letter of the 20th inst. and in reply
would say that Ix do not see that there should be any objection to a
Canadian returning to Canada and if We were a Mennonite he could secure
exemption here in exactly the same way as the rest of your people.
If they remain in the U.S. they must apply for exemption to the Director
of the Military Service Branch, Department of Justice, Ottawa, Ont.
within 30 days fromthe date that they become liable for service in the
U.S« The grounds under which they claim exemption must be onex or more
of the grounds of ememption and exception set out under the Military
Service Act. In case of refusal of exemption they can then elect for
service in Canada. Their position would then be that they would be
liable to be called when their class was called yere. If their class
were not called they could continue to live in the U.S. If on the other
hand they did not follow this procedure they would be liable to the
American draft. The difficulty that I see in connection with your
people under this arrangement is that that the treatment that they
would receive from the Department of Justice would be different from
that regeived from the Military authorities and my own judgment would
be that where it were possible for we to return to Canada that they
would do so and secure exemption here in which case they could return
to the U.S. if they so desired. I am giving you this as my own opinion.
This is the situation as it appears to me. Trusting I have made myself
clear,

I am,

Yours sincerely,

Fd st




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

OFFICE OF
THE MINISTER OF IMMIGRATION

P, AND COLONIZATION

Ottawa,

24th September,1918,

Dear Sir,-

In Mr. Calder's absence I beg to
acknowledge the receipt of your further letter of
the 19th instant with respect to a proposed
donation by the people of Non-Resistent Faith,.

In reply I beg to say there are no charitable funds
or organizations under the control or direction

of the Government, but as pointed out in lir,., Calder's
letter of thellth instant, I am quite confident

that any of the several Societies and organizations
carrying on philanthropic work Will very much
appreciate any contribution offered.

Yours very truly,

Associate Private Secretary,

S F. Coffman, Esq.
Vineland,
Ontario.
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T

PR ok s rEs Rl e S
W. E. WISMER,

DEPUTY REGISTRAR DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

(MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH)

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY REGISTRAR UNDER MILITARY SERVICE ACT

ROYAL BANK BleIDING

2
ATLONDON, ONTARIO, Septsuber 25,108

NO POSTAGE REQUIRED CN LETTERS
SENT TO ABOVE ADDRESS

IN YOUR ANSWER REFER TO

HeHF.,Beresford ‘

Ezra A.Baer,Bsq.,
ReR.#2,
Petersburg, Ont.

Dear Sir:-

Answering your letter of the 24th inst,
will say that all I want, as prove that you are a’
member of the Western Mennonites is a Certificate
signed by an Ordained Minister of the Mennonite
Faith, in one of the four Western Provinces,
certi fyin g that you belong to that denomination.

Eastern Memonites, according to the
Ruling of the Cent ral Appeal Judge, do not c mmstitute
an Exceception to the Aet and will be exempt only from
comba tant service,

It will not be necessary for you to
go in persm to secure the above Certificate.

Yours very trxl_}(

Deputy Registrar, M. D No L. / -

\{/

B/P
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‘Vineland Ont,, Sept. 26th, 1198.
Ridgevillse Ont. l.R. ‘ ‘ | - ¢

Geaorge 4. ldnu,

Deer Brother-and Pauilyi- Giueting.
Singe ar*iving home I have receivea

the eopy of the Rehulatlons goncerning the status of Anerican citizeuns
under the arrangement between the Unite Stetes and dnada, 'It is
pxacticallv what I 914 you when with you, . You will not be reQuifed to
registor under the Miltary Service Act wuntil after September 29%th,

Aftor that duue you wili send the informationn called for in the papnr

\

- that you have there and Ragister;your letter, ‘add ressed to Mr. C, Tesslie

Iilaon, Ontario Registrar, Torouto Ont,
e After you have sanQ\your name, Ete,, you wili likely recel ve a
; _Questionaire, in waich will be & list of guiestions for you to £111 out

_and which will be used by the authorities a5 information upon whieh W

J ,f looiaa yvur exemption from military sex vice. You will not be require to go

: batore a Lribnnal for this. Ycu will not be oalle& for service until men

in Cansda of your class &re called. It ap,ears now that two other olasses
~!111 Po called before the married man are cal]ed a* all._

hent yon recﬁivo your questionaire you can get Mr. Peitifer to hal;
’yvn to £111 it ont. Do nnt.iorget to state in yuur first letter ﬁhat you
qxw 8 member of the Henxonite Chureh, In your wueatienairp 2ﬂu Iill likulr

'"";ic ‘Fequired o stata your aonseientians objeﬂtionﬂ 1f ¥°R'a”5 i nambor °‘

”Cfr",a#grch whose ereed iarbiﬁs combataat servioo, anﬂ 1: tha eidhh

A

T
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DOatﬁBtbt.etﬁé_ﬁreeting.“ Pile S ORI O LEUR UEE SO% FOQ X aiT .
Y N e NS four-letter received and noted: I héd a letter F¥om
_;Q%mgr.IggmgggReGSCr some time spgo” relailive to the objects of the eom=

Ifg;,b%;;bgn_pf tie Erethrén ic North Wateried. - I think that theé tause is °
R WOrthy ofe snd bne that wiil appeal %o our people in genpral-and will’ o’

8lso sdrlsfy the ,ublic and the Government, It i® certain that such-Bn 928

obgect is a responsibility of the geaeral public, We ere very muecn depende

ent upon the work which is done by those "That go down into the dwep in
8hips.," Thie work is not military, since they must go whether in times of
 beace oy war, Their families are de rived of their support while they are
engaged in a work thet is essential to the welfare of all pedple. Sine mno
other provisions are made for the gupport of those who are left afbbdr the
head of the family is gone the efforts of the kindly dis . osed publiic will
do mueh to relieve getual privations, hardships and suffering,

The only advice that -1 could think of giving is, that the contribu~
tions should be large emough that 4t will be a worthy token of how mach
-our people apureciste the privilege of Helping the suffersrs gnd also
how muvh we appreciate the privilege of being free from the obligation
of taking any part in the darrging on of the militayy operstions of the
nation, The Goverument has allowed each Tamily to keep their sons of \
militery age at home., This hes been a great favor and has addéd %o cach
' #ueh femily the opportunity of gainiung that muchmore financial value znd
increasosd the power of product on or saved the extra expense of getting
other help. The value is not caglly calculated, But all who are blessed
in this wey should show the appreciation by giving labgely to whatever
cauge a peals to them, ' : . v
2 1 have made 8n estimate, that, 1L the Government had required each
boy wio was calldd snd given exemption %o pay (50,00 & year for each yeaox
that the wer has becn going om, (thatis, the boys of the iMennonite, Amish .
anf Tunker Churches,) these churehes would be able to raise not less than s
$100,000,00 , And under Uhose-conditions, the brotherhocd would hawe paid .
if gdkdly in order to be free from militery service., Since we are not
bound by the lew to pay this smount how much less should we give of our o
own free will. The former law required all abiebodicd men between the ages
of 21 and 60 ,ears to pay ammnally from fifteen %o twenty~five dollars :
& year to be iree from military service, This amount wsed to be paid by
our brethren freely end they were thankful for the privilege of being allowed
%o pay the amunt rather then do the military training. How much less should 1
each brother give now as & token of bis leessure in being €ree to worship . 4
as he 7 els he should and is not compPelled édétier to serve in the ANy .T
~or the pay the smount of mmoney, I am not in a zasition t0 say- how mueh . ‘
- eould be raised if each brother between 21 and 60 would pay the amouvnt of
25,00 dollars. It may not be wise ©o make an estimete, and I know thet &%
would be wromg to bell what esch one should pay, but we oughtiteghlve\-onn(
- suggestion' to make so that people would be able to know upon hiat basis '
- they should think of msking this donation touthe Govemmment , Bhtwis
~ be such & donation as would show the Government ®Bt we thank them for s

in our favor and also show thet we are willing to gy #

=2 menas in a way thet will help the sufferi end that we ﬂx@_ﬂht?’:' F
 Gesixing to stay out of “th be able. 10y

give weWro giving to
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: It is likey the pﬂyuo pf the ’orethron there to turn their funds
~ over to the Treasurer of the Non-re#bspant Relief Orgamimation. All Yhe
funds should go through the nmds o:t the Tréasurer 80 that 1t can be

kept ,,qq,} one responsible to know that it has
itgn gé” Qge W % wa.s nded. It will be far better to have

one person ’bo deal with than to have so many. It will be 1:.353 :
cause confusion both with the peo pla who are contributing _the p ”lglﬁ

_ boy whon the contributions are med
Tha & you for you in‘.fem;»‘h\orf'

o AL

and_trust thet the Lord will direed. ..
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