i mo% helping by the loaning of our money any moxre than we sre helpirg by

uf&*'ﬁponniblo. The Government asks for the mouey, aud that means that they

© . now, ln ordexr te have our yriviloges Lept for us is to respond io this

| ' | \

Vineland Ount,, October, Z25th, 1918.

Bishop Christian B, Zehr,
Welleeley Ont,

Dear Brother in the Lordi~ Grecting. A ' :
A vhone messgae from Brother lanssseh
hallmen this morning said that Brother Zehr from Wellesley wss at hig !
home emquiriug eoncernikng the purchasing of the Liberty Bonds under the :
eonditiona stipulated by iheo Governaent for our people, I did not kunow
which of the brethren was there, but am writing this to the Eishop and
you wil! kunow who it beloungs to., I hopse thut it wy be of :ome help in
understandiug our position and our duty %o God \first and then to the
Government, / .
: " It sesms that the Govermment recognizes the faet that our people !
have not subseribed to the vrevious loans thet have been eallod for, They
understand the reason why we have not supported them in the carrying om
of the war, Under the present conditious when & Large amount of momney is
‘eallod for and the resourcss arc somewhat limited, they are nskicg a '
Special requ-st for oux peeple Lo loan meney tov the Government, The con~
ditions are made so that there will not be the objectiomable featurss that
exigted on former occasions, They make the condition that the nousy
subseribed by those of our faith will bs used ouly Tor Lhe purehase of
foodstufis in Canada. Of sourse thig Food will be used for soldiers sud
for the horses and mules that are in army gervice, but it will also be
- used to ¥eed the sick and wounded, the nurses and the medical men, a®
well as the prisoners of war, snd many hungry and gick parsnts and children
who are reléas:d from the power of ‘the enemy in the lanis that are belug
roegained, Ve are in duty bound to foed the hungry and even to give food
gnd weter (o our cnemies. We are also under oblizution to render unto
Chesar the things that are Caesar's, Our meney has on it the image and
suverscription of the King, If the Govornnent asks us to give it, we would
not be ablc to say mo, If they ask us to loan it, what excuse can we give,
#ince they d@o not ask us to give cur bedies, budb only the mone that they
have given us to use, If we gave it for The purpose of helpiag th destroy
the lives of men ther our heerts would b ¢ wrong, If we lend it to the .
Government because the Govermment asks us t0 do so and tells us et A% -0
will not be used diveetly in comsiection with the war, 1t looks somevhat
' dike doing non-combatant service, but it is not perscnal service, We are

M i

el i W K

the raising of grain or livestock which the Government asks us to do for
the necd of the world and the ecountry, Our aim is Lo do well with all

that God hag enbrusted to us, We do our duty with all that 1t is 1 our
power o0 do, Whem these things pet beyond our power then others arc Tow

S R R Y

need it, and when we give 1%, they become responsible for its uee., If they
asked for our boys, we would have & right to say no. If they ask for our
personal service we eould ‘nly say no, We have tue souls thet we are rew
sponsible foxr, and we want then free from &11 defilement, With the grain
and lLivestoek and money there is some difi'ersmce, :

On acecount of the fact that we bave emjoyed freedom from Military |
Bervice, the Guvermment comesg to us £wr this {avor, There is scume i %
bint thet there will be & sreat desl of ogpesitvion sgainst cur privileges 5
~ whén Pablisnent meets again. Those who Know, think thet fhe best we can do . ' J

ey .
T PRGN Al

appeal from the Government, If we show Qnr;gqﬁa*faith»in thean by coning i
%0 their help, when they have made the oonditions as good as they cam =+ |
: ﬁalﬁiblz meko them thdy will feel like continuing their favors to us, We. =
should do all that we can do %o help cur rulers fn times of their meed, £
1oy will then be the more wiiling te help us i1 the time of pur noed. . _ .

% AR
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Ottawa, October 28, 1918,

Dear Sir, Viectory Loan 1918

Upon my return to the office I find your letter of
the 22nd instant. During my trip to the West I stated to the
Bishops of the Mennonite communities that, as I understood
that their people had conscientious difficulty with respect
to subscribing to the Vietary Loam of 1918, in order to meet
the difficulty the Govermnment would set aside an amount
equivalent to their subscriptions to the Loan for relief
purposes,such as convalescent homes and hospitals. Those
whom I met expressed themselves as quite satisfied with this
disposition of their subscriptions. With respect to subseriptions
from the Mennonite commanity of Ontario, I shall be glad to make
s similar arrangement. Upon receiving fram you & statement as
to the entire amount subscribed by your community I shall have
set aside in the books of the Department an equivalent sum, to
be used for the maintenance of convalescent homes and hospitals
under edministration by the Pominion Governme nt.

Yours very truly,

Rev. L. J. Burkholder,
Markham, Ontario.
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TaE MINISTER OF FINANCE OF THE DoMINION OF CANADA
offers for Public Subscription the

Victory Loan

1918
$300,000,000. 5%% Gold Bonds

Bearing interest from November 1st, 1918, and offered in two maturities, the choice of which
is optional with the subscriber as follows:

5 year Bonds due November 1st, 1923
15 year Bonds due November 1st, 1933

Principal payable without charge at the Office of the Minister of Finance and Receiver General
at Ottawa, or at the Office of the Assistant Receiver General at Halifax, St. John,
Charlottetown, Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Calgary and Victoria.

Bonds may be registered as to principal or as to principal and interest, at any of the above-
mentioned offices.

Interest payable, without charge, half-yearly, May 1st and November 1st, at any branch in
Canada of any Chartered Bank.
Principal and Interest payable in Gold
Denominations: $50, $100, $500 and $1,000

Issue Price: 100 and Accrued Interest,
Income Return 5% % per Annum

Free from taxes—including any income tax—imposed in pursuance of legislation enacted by the
Parliament of Canada.

The proceeds of the Loan will be used for war purposes only, including the purchase of grain,
foodstuffs, munitions and other supplies, and will be spent wholly in Canada.
Payment to be made as follows:

109, on application; 209, January 6th, 1919;
209, December 6th, 1918; 209, February 6th, 1919;
81.169%, March 6th, 1919.

The last payment of 81.16%, covers 309, balance of principal and 1.16%, representing accrued
interest at 5149, from November 1st to due dates of the respective instalments.

A full half year’s interest will be paid on May 1st, 1919, making the cost of the bonds 100
and interest.

* Subscriptions may be paid in full at the time of application at 100 without interest; or on
any instalment due date thereafter together with accrued interest at the rate of 5149, per annum.

Make Your Dollars Fight the Hun




/ Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Victory Loan, 1918, Official Application Form

I/We hereby agree to purchase Victory Bonds in accordance with the following particulars and make pay-

Authogjzation This Loan is authorized under Act of the Parliament of Canada, and both principal and I ment therefor asg}rréquired in the official prospectus.
. interest are a charge upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund. _ \ i S i
Amount and The amount of this issue is $300,000,000, exclusive of the amount (if any) paid for Hy the " : :
Allotment surrender of bonds of previous issues (for particulars see last page of application form attached ) ) ) Eame B Applicagit & enntiad i e T T
hereto). The Minister of Finance, however, reserves the right to allot the whole or any patt of il 0 !uIJ b rite plainly full name and state whether Mr., Mrs., or Miss
the amount subscribed in excess of $300,000,000. 'f\? ¥ . oo dac o Nihdbeis
. : : ,.‘ -5 e R e S e, it
Conversion Bonds of this issue will, in the event of future issues of like maturity, or longer, ma,d’é: e i {"IE o ;’ » T3 E
Privileses by the Government, during the remaining period of the War, other than issues made abroad, bl 1 1.3 Rl Bt i R O
accepted at 100 and accrued interest, as the equivalent of cash for the purpose of subscription YO""‘ % - O o i o xpiiiaat B o s B o
such issues. A .0 N 25
. T WY U ERETERE TR | pa N S 4 L
Initial Payment All cheques, drafts, etc., covering instalments are to be made payable to the Credit of th% e 3 A 0 Amounmof';’Bgnds Del BORB—, 550, . 10 Andid Ba iR GE: Fotel
and Failure to Minister of Finance. Failure to pay any instalment when due will render previous payments liable, ¢ e 1 desireeh ' Due 1933—$ ota R RS R R RN
Pay to forfeiture, and the allotment to cancellation. Subscriptions must be a.cc_ompamed by a deposit} ** N \ G S | R st R A L
of 109, of the amount subscribed. Official Canvassers will forward subscriptions or any branch } ) ) { TSk t Bk
in Canada of any Chartered Bank will accept subscriptions and issue receipts. i = B2 Denon’nlpatxon_ OofF Bonds.......cocinma.e et PP P IAR 0 L LU Lyl e it T G S R
Payment in full Subscriptions may be paid in full at time of application at 100 without interest; or on any Tt O BOBEEL ... ioninsierioi i gt sssrs ersiarit g B 8 SRl S s e b S
instalment due date thereafter together with accrued interest to time of making payment in full. (State whether (a) Coupon Bearer Bonds, (b) Coupon Registered Bonds, or, (¢) Fully Registered Bonds, with interest payable by cheque)
Under this provision, payment of subscriptions may be made as follows:— It Registered Bouds de-
M ¥ K r sired, statein whose Name | ..ooooovriiimmminiiiii e R LI
Amount of If paid in full on or before Nov. 16th, 1918, par without interest, or 1009%,. and give Address. If (Name in full)
%)nsmh,“em If remaining instalments paid on Dec. 6th, 1918, balance of 90% and interest, ($90.48 per $100.) - janmded yetan Chri“ia"‘ .............................................................................................................
6 If remaining instalments paid on Jan. 6th, 1919, balance of 709, and interest, ($70.80 per $100.) TSty ghven: b (Street Address) (Post Office and Province)
If remaining instalments paid on Feb. 6th, 1918, balance of 509, and interest, ($51.04 per $100.)
If remaining instalment paid on Mar. 6th, 1919, balance of 30% and interest, ($31.16 per $100.) X Netposiedaliliions of | i TR BN o bt s eSO AT A s skt
i Bank at which payment (Name of Bank)
Denomination Bearer bonds, with coupons, will be issued in denominations of $50.,$100., $500., and $1,000., ?s,nsodlf:;fﬁ:f BT IE0 G voq TT.00 1o dusatol battoaRicsal i Be e St St b Sheit el i
and and may be registered as to principal. The first coupon attached to these bonds will be due S G A ey (Post Office and Province)
Registration  on May 1st, 1919. i
: 3 et R it is int i i h, 1919, state date here if possible......covvrieniiiniiennicinnn.
Fully registered bonds, the interest on which is paid direct to the owner by Government cheque, ik 1.njcended s .pay in full prior to March 6t .19 RN P
will be issued in denominations of $50., $100., $500., $1,000., $5,000., $10,000., $25,000., $50,000., If securities of previous loans are to be surrendered in part payment
$100,000., or any multiple of $100,000. of this subscription the total of such surrendered securities is to be $
Pa ] of 4 ﬁlled in the fOllOWing Spa‘ce and partlculars glVen on back hereof: ............................................................
1 m’er i A full half year’s interest at the rate of 5149, per annum will be paid May 1st, 1919. Official Canvasser (if any) secaring Application
-Subscribers muSt gn.dicate. 0{1 their .applicati.on the form Of bond and the denominations B\ ETR G v P DR LB e U OER S « SRR Jee T T Address ..................................................................................................
St deoey gﬁglg)ltﬂ%dn' iann?uﬁhe securities so indicated will be delivered by the bank upon payment of the sub- Note-—No cash is to be paid canvassers. One of the following forms may be used and left attached to application.
Delivery Bearer bonds of this issue will be available for delivery at the time of application to o
of Bonds subscribers desirous of making payment in full. Bonds registered as to principal only, or fully £ Aecoutit NG, - il o Cheque QB 7 7 1 1 iiisiemisnisaiasshscties Rrosiirass 1918
registered as to principal and interest, will be delivered to subscribers making payment in full, as = : 5l
soon as the required registration can be made. — | Pay to the credit of the Minister of Finance, Ottawa,
Place of instal VR . E
Payment Payment of all instalments must be made at the banis originally named hiy the subscriber. 8 | the sum Of o eivnneireni TR e B e Ybollara: (B o aiaiioid )
Subseription Non-negotiable receipts will be furnished to all subscribers who desire to pay by instalments. e
Receipts These receipts will be exchangeable at subscriber’s bank for bonds on any instalment date when b
subscription is paid in full. w | 1o i
= (Name o ank)
Form of bonds  Subject to the payment of 25 cents for each new bond issued, holders of fully registered bonds : b
Interchangeable without coupons, will have the right to convert into bonds with coupons, and holders of bonds ; v A e et f R R R T e s N
with coupons will have the right to convert into fully registered bonds without coupons, at any 5 ' (Complete Address of Branch Bank) (Signature)
time, on application to the Minister of Finance or any Assistant Receiver General. : R SR AR A e S AR o SR e B e
Forms gf application may be obtained from any Official Canvasser, from any Victory ; Undertaking to Pay Cash = . 1918
Loan Committee, or member thereof, or from any branch in Canada of any Chartered Bank. ; 23 Not later than November 16th, 1918.
o , = On November................ , 1918, I/We promise to pay to the credit of the Minister of Finance, Ottawa,
Subscription Lists will close on or before November 16th, 1918. ; 2 b
! o FHE SUINL OF oocisisisisaorssorereiosstssossstionesshosasessesteviesisosssesshsatstmtyeaserue ot SURTIIAITE (SUTRR abucENA oHssesdash Dolardi(B aamvaiamenis )
T BT
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE, ; S SR SO SR e R e e s, S R e S AR ke s et
OTTAWA, QOctober 28‘(’,}1, 1918. : E g g ............... (Name of Bank) (Complete Address of Branch Bank)
5 '
: 8 ﬂ ¢ | covering payment on my/our Victory Loan 1918 subscription.
] w A8
GE R S e e
i | g g (Street Address of Subscriber)
| B2
: ...(Ponomceundprownce) ..................................... (Signature)
'
]
L]
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Conversion of Previous Loans

Holders of Dominion of Canada Debenture Stoek or of Bonds of previous War Loans have the privilege of surrendering their
Securities, as detailed below, in part payment of subscriptions to Bonds of this issue as of November 16th, 1918, under
the following conditions:—

The prices of Bonds and Debenture Stock on which interest is payable December 1st, 1918, represent in each case the
original issue price of the Security less unearned interest from November 16th to December 1st. Cheques for the full six
months’ interest, due December 1st, 1918, on ﬁz]ld registered Bonds, and for the interest, due December 1st, 1918, on
Debenture Stock, will be mailed to all registered holders as of November 15th. Coupons due December 1st are to be
detached before the surrender of Coupon liund,\.

Fill in amount to be
surrendered here.

5149, Debenture Stock  due June 1st, 1919, at 100 less unearned interest or $99.77 per $100 - C VRN S ot Blonat (0
5 9, Debenture Stock  due Oct. 1st, 1919, at 100 and accrued interest or $100.63 per $100 - SR TR e
5149, Debenture Stock  due June 1st, 1920, at 100 less unearned interest or $99.77 per $100 - e e s SN
5149, Debenture Stock  due June 1st, 1921, at 100 less unearned interest or $99.77 per $100 - ST R R e S
5149, Victory Loan Bonds due Dec. 1st, 1922, at 100 less unearned interest or $99.77 per $100 - B Kol R
5 9, War Loan Bonds due Dec. 1st, 1925, at 9714 less unearned interest or $97.29 per $100 - LR S R B S

(The above will be accepted in part payment for Bonds of either maturity of this issue)

5149, Victory Loan Bonds due Dec. 1st, 1927, at 100 less unearned interest or $99.77 per $100 - B AT DRl L
5 9, War Loan Bonds due Oct. Ist, 1931, at 9714 and accrued interest or $98.18 per $100 - (A R e TR S

(These will be accepted in part payment for bonds of the 1988 maturity only of this issue.)

Where subscriptions are to be partially paid for by the surrender of securities as above, no payment is required on appli-
cation. The full amount of securities to be surrendered must be lodged with subscribers’ bank on or before November
16th, 1918, and particulars as to further payments will be Turnished by the Bank at that time.

Such securities only as are noted in the above will be accepted for conversion purposes.
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- % Vingland Omnt.,, October28th, 1918,
He Hs Ewert, Prineipal,
Gretuns llan,
Dear Brotheri- Bk -
Your letter of the 2lgt Inst came to hand just at the time th

that the subjecet -of the and stapding of the Russian brethren was
présced upon my mind, It will be a pleasure to me to give you the informme
tion asked, as far as in my power to give it, and it will be a further pleas |

© %0 continue the correspondence in order %o 1mnarf and receive information

that is needed in oxder $0 have a prover wnd erstandirp of the gquestions
that confront us as a non resistant reople of the seme com.on faith, ;

The Menmonites in Ontario have been held as a distinet vecple from the
Rusgian Brethren, It was no doubt the purvose of the Govelnment to make
ample rovision for the Non-resistent . people of every. faith, There was an
effort made on the part of some of the members of the Géverument in this
behali at the time that the recent Military Service Aet was framed, The' ¥,
Act was primerily in the hands of Hom. Arthur Meighan, who re oregents &

cohstitueney in Henitoda. The clause réfering to the Orderein Couneil of
Canada, 1873, wee, no doubt, inserted on bc113f of the large representation

+0f Russian Mcnxonltes in danitobd and the West, The promise of the Gove

s

R

3. Militis Couneil, of the ntutary Depa: m&

: L‘%Vabﬁnnwo’ bux wero 0‘&1&

ernment to these peodtle wos to be kent in rood faith, Since there wos no
information at hand regarding the promises mede to the Menmnonites.who had 8
gettled in Ontario in the early part of the Cemtury, they were not regarded
88 being under any special treaty, Yet their interests were taken up Iy
& megber of the Governwent, Mr, W, G, Weichel of North Waterloo, Ontarie.

«Provisions werc made rof them uwnder the exempiion priv11uge~, but that was -

. &8 much as the Governnent felt %o allow them,~ freedom irom Coubatsnt servie ef
We sprealed a nu ber of cases of this nlﬁa, afﬁvr our boys were calied wupem
th register under the act. end mede oulr plea that the section of the Exempte
don privileges as stated in the Act, did not deseribe correctly our faith,
and claincd thet we were also entitled to the priv 1leges oi the sxceptions
ranted uncer the Order-i =Councilwhich stated that militery exemption was i
%0 be aranted by law snd. Order 'iﬂ‘bOJﬂCil to %he denomination of uhrlstians ,
‘oalled Mennonites. b
OQur apreal to Lhe Dea&rtmenu of Jugtice, and other a veslis to the
ﬂame Department mde at -different time by difiqrsnf indiwidusls, received
the reoly that the lMemnonite peopde were under the Except . ous t0 the 46t
avd had no duty te perform, The Local and Appeal Tribupsls rofused to -
aet acéordiing to the Decision of thedMilitary Couneil (under the Despriment
of Justice) and our brethren were thus held for military duty, but only
for non-combatant service, Some of theme cases Were appealed to the
‘Central ippeal Judge. The forst decisions came from his aepartment that
$he Men onites in Onterie were not under the Exceptions as deseribed by
‘the Order-~in=Council, 1873, and that they were subject to the det, and -
G:Umnted only from Gombatant servhce. With this decislon some of our '
ethren were ordered to report for service and were obliged to g0 /to tha

‘, cam:8 and report for duty. This ceirl-.inelnded boys from the wrious branches

| of the Mennonite Church and the Tunker Bretihrem., These boys all were ohltglt
" %0 refuse to accept service and also refuged to put on the Uniforms, The :
“gonsequcuce was that they.were impris oned in the camp, some were tried
by eourt-mattial and sentenced to two~year terms at military prisoans, We
‘appealed again to the GVvermment for relief from these wonditions, meking
. 4% plein that our peocple could not accept any form of military serviee, "
get s deoartment of the
ed that our brethren sh
; intefinito 103#‘

lvil Goverument,) +took up th
, be reguired to do active




4$hat nave been promised onr people and alsp tho Minister of Immigration

~ gituation regarding the Memnonite colonies in “he Vest was very feir smd ,
-ghowe & dlsposition to © look uwpon the agitation against then as nnnnr- g i
‘enbed, e

‘_Zaﬂﬁha #ura recent Yuadrieunial Metnodist Conference have :sho'm that their
: m ubsun waxkora are zaising 9pposi.t1m b\the mmm of our nn}u

~Mennonite Archives of Ontario
nJA‘ s". -‘%‘

Later apped s that came before the Chief Justice,(the Central
Appeal Judge) stated that our peole ara under tie "Exceptions under the
Order~-in=Council of 1873, and meither the Local, Appeal or Central Appeal -

- Judge have eny jurisdiction over these cases, and %he cases were dismissed.

We are at  resant having correspondence with representatives of the Governmaer |
%0 ascortain whether or not this decision is to apply to 2ll cases of
Hennonit- s and Tun ers in Omterio, If it does, then all of our brethren
who have been sallced and hewe been granted “"Leave of “absence” will be free
from the Juriddietion of the Army. We should say that all of the Sentences
of the Conbbs-martial were guashed apd the brevaren returned to czomp and
granted indefinite leave of absence, We hope mow thet the Chief Justice
will sustbain his late decigions and meske the application to all of the lign~
roshgtont Cnurches in Ontario., We are walting to hear from the Bepvartment
regarﬂing it.

- Thos of our brethren in the weatern provinces have been accorded
the seme 3rivileves as the Russian Bre kxmn, al though the District
Registrars know that there is a difference in lheir organigations and

Conference relations, A 1 that wes required of any of them thus far was
that they hold certificstes signed by their bishops that they are bona=fide
members of the Metmonite Chureh, You will readily see that this makes

the section of the Military Service Aet ., as applied to the Ontario
Mennonites, a purely secectional or Provincial interpretation and nod

a Dominion Let, This 1s not according to Comstitutional ovrasctise. It would

not stand if taken up by our people and brouzht before the Depariment of
Justive for a definition, But we do not feel that it is wise to agitate o
the question aud we are leaving it in the bands 0L the various depart ments . o

" of the Government %0 work out, so long as we are being accorded freedom e

from service 1nder somé condltions, We cannot help how the Goverument looks
upon us, 8¢ long as we know that wg are not persomally viclating the spirit
snd 11fe which Our unr has imparted to us as His cBildren and followers,
Ther-e is at oresnet an agitation against the privileges accorded
the Lon-Résistant Beouls, IV seems to De aimed ¢ eaclelly ajainet tue
Mennoniftes, and nakes no distinction as to \location or origen. It is
ewident, however, from the sources of the agitation, that it ig perticularly
againet the Mennonites in the West, and that would mean, against our Rus=
glan Bret.ren,Recent reporis in our casiern papers show tha. there is-sSome
!eqtiment rife in Alberta, and in Saskatehawan, on accowit of the iact
that our poevle are seliliiug in colpnies and axe eoniinuing the use of
the Germab language. They are &leo accused of condueting their owa T
gehools and perpeinatiang Lheir language aund eoetrines by the use of their ]
language., The purpose @f the agitsators geesm $0 be %o eTombo sentiment 4w -
mblic that wiil suprort legislation by the bominioun Parliament o take g ;

away the privilege of immigration and colonisatxon for peovle of our falth,

Leglslwtlon is also threutened to take wway the privileges of military

exemption “hich is now enjoyed b - oux neunle. Thes threats have been made !
by men high up in Gove nmental rank in vhe Frovince of Alberla, and meon ‘
who have acted for us here, and who are members of the Lngislature have i
warned us of a pousible attempt on the part ¢f céitain members to intros - q
duce legislation of thei character in the nemt session of parliasmant. g

Ve would indeed be sorry for any such steps taken' by The Government, It Y
‘will certcinly mean the denial to certain clmsses of religious liberty, ¥

which is one of the Fundsmental primciples of the British comstitution, i
We belleve that the Premier of Canada will stand by the liberties e

and Colonigation, Hon. J. 4. Ch&der of aaskatchawan; His report on tha

The late sessions ox thc Ccn*arenees ef the freabytorian Church nal
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in the West. Their prineiple objection is the langugpge question and the
attitude of our faith toward the militery question., We cammot hglp ex=
pressing our feeclings that this is an expression of religlious intolerancoe
and the interforence of omereliyg ons organizetion with the rights of another
for them to make recomnendations to the Govermmeni coneerning the espablishe=
ing of laws that would interfere with the settilemnt privileges and the relige
ious vractices of any peovle of & civilized cheraeter, The recomnedations
Goncsrning such leglslation came from the micsion boards of the said ohurches
We have felt that the false impressions that exist in the general body of
these confercices and among their adberents should be ecorrected, The men
who compose the legislaturés to whowm their appeals will be sent should be
informed &8s to aetual eonditions, e :

some time ago, & letter was sent bvo the Bditer of the Ruiddschau, at

Scottdale Pa, and alse to John Horsch, of the same plaee ask ng for ine
formation eomeerning ¢ nditions anong our Russian Brethren in the West as
%o their schools, congregations and ofher institutions relative to the

use of the Germsm lancuage, 4A0ng our peopie of Untario a finity, there

are uo private, or separste schools, among & Tew congregations the German
language is upéd in the publiec services. The najority of our congregations
use the englishialmost exclusively, The Anish Brehthrem still use the German
in Churcii sexvieces but their ehildren arc all educatd in ithe Publiec schools
and are Tagilisr with the engiish language, Some are %teaching in the Publie
Schools, Our Church Sechools| as you kmow, are et Gorhen Indisne and at
Hesston Kans, snd are both siandsrd schools, or accredited Institutions.
It may be possible for you %e give the information, or may I beg

our aosistence in securing the information asked for on the enelcsed sheet,
ke quéstions may not be i order, @uc mey not be as distinet ss- they should
-be, but the information is asked 80 85 to give or secure &s def . nit: i
foraction as posaible, and apswer any inguiries that ipy be mudc eoncerning

our fussian Brethron, It is our desire to be veosted, 1L "1t may beeome
necescary for us to agein ,meet the Goverument regardlng the guestion of .

our continued liberties, In fact it seems almost essential thlt cur Nope

2 Wi people be united in some manns® in putually assisting each otherx
e matters, Through the mercies of the Lord we were able to = nder
asgistance im the pasi yecrs, and we still stamd on the same falth and |
mey the brotherly love of those dsys bé porpetusted as well os the fsith
which we helieve was and is st111 Toundod fogn the Vord of God and manifeste
8d in the life of cur Saviour, ; : _

Please find,enclosed, some literaturé and coples whilch may he of

intopest to you,.

Trusting that this epist%e wWill not-Be an imposition upon your time
and = tience, and thenking you Toxy your brotirerly inguiry end interest in

R -

Yours in faith,

.
\

'P; 8. ~Since writing the_sbove, the literature mailed by you Hes arvived,

Mapy thenks for ,the same.I had previously received a copy of the "Wichtige
Dokumentes ® It was 8 great help to ws in our work, We have Alsc recédived

wgnntice of the offexr of the Minister of Finsnce und we think thet our people

will respond 0 hLis request, It is signiflcsnt that the Govennsnt gomes

%o our people with & s.ecial wequcst fo loan then momey, under the cone

‘@itions of thelx request can the Church réffuse to eomply? Had it been s

gomnend to furnlsh the womey, weuld the Cureh have been in a position to
refuse? The mattor is worthy of consideration and compliance may mean mueh
a8 to future favors granted by thé Govermmenti to our people. s ﬁ " 5 ' x
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L Government should be given and all who feel that th y can tak g‘ e
bondls should be tllawwd to\ao ao. / gy gl

Mennonite Archives of Ontario

: Vineland Ont,, October 28th, 1918,
Chr. Gascho,
Saden Ont.

dear Brotheri- Grecting.
Your letter refardlng the mayter of the Loan

/to the Government, w itten on the 24th instant came tc hand or Saturday.

i was glad to h@ar from you, for I think that you have set me wight regardie
an inquiry tha! came from Brother MEnnasseh n. He said that a brother
Christain Zehr was at his place to”"see him about the Loan and he telephoned

me and I sad that I would write t0 him and to Bw ther Zehr, I was then at

a loss to know which Chr, Zehr to addross and ¥enture to write to the.

Bighop, 'Christian b, Zehr, of Wellesly., If I am mistaken, I must write

the Bishp Brother and gqppologize for my mnistake,

Brother Hallman was ales sent a letter of explanation and I think
that the enelosed copy of & report of the Committee to interview the
Government will helo you %o understand about-what our views are on this
subject, I have also received a_letter from the Prineipal of the Mennonite
Collegnte Institute at Gretns M natoba, which is & school of the Russian

 Brethren, asking what our positfon is under the presewmt Military regulations

gnd wh t we are doing with reference 10 the Bond Isuuse, He says that the
Government has proposed t0 them that they take Bonds which will be stamped
by the Governmentstating that they will be used only for relief vhrposes,
This is the first time in the history of our peple that the Gov-
ernment has come direetly to our peoole and asked a loan from them in the
manner which they now piopose} that is,pronising to uge the money in a
way that will not be objectionadbbe +to our people.l think that our people
should see thet dany money loaned to the Government will be only a part
cf all the funds that are used by the Government for all purposes, What
is giv n for ome purpose will relecase that same amo nt for other pursoses,
and even for war purposes, bui if what our people give is pledged by them
%o be used only for food or for relief, we are guiltless if fhe money is
used for any other purpose.lio one is compelled to purechase bonds, The
Governnent asks our people for the loan of their money, The money bears/the
stanp of the Government and balongs to them, They might compel us to givve
it and we could not help ourselves., They might tex us and there would be mno
chance %o object, They mow ask of us the loan of it, and are we not morally

'under obligation to give the loan when they make the conditions such that.

they will not be offensive to our faith It is the opinion of some that

the Goverument will be ealled upon later to congider the taking away of

our privilcgon. and that if we now sband by the Government and show our :
od will in heiping them to corxry on the work of the Government and relief
1% they will algo plédge themselves %o osrotect our interests.

The speeial fund that will be given to the Governaent ghould be a
large ome andi should be given withoud interest, since it is to be an ex-
pression of our gratitude for wht favors we have enjoyed in these past
trying yeors, The contrivutions have becn very good, but it seems that even
larger amounts should be given in rder to make the gift really worth while

and in order to show to the Government that we are not trying to save our

boys and our money as well, If each had to give 50,00 & year to be free
it would be zladly given. Can not ecach give as much becausé we are free,

when we know that it will be used for helping eome one who has been tn s oy

need- and is sufiering for the very nececssities of life? [The spec!

A R N i,
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. We o not feoel that we should tell people what they should give ox
to day that they mat-of must not take Bonds, All who fecl that they
cam do so,”1f the Gowernment marks the Bonds so¢ th at 1t sHows that the
money will be-used enly for ®ood or for relief, should mot be looked upon
by others as doing wrong, “The Connittee of the lioneresistant Relief Qrgane-
ization will likely take up thls qu stion and let the qhmrghes know what
their opinion is, Today ie the first day of the aBond -issf#e and word will
bave to be semt out Quiekly.'I do ngt know whether your Bishops and
ministers will hold & council about ‘this matter or mot. I think that our

Conference will look favorabyy upbn the request of the Government and the
conditions which they offed: “We do not went to get mized up with the
worldly afiairs, but we mue% in spme manver help the country in this $ime
of mecd. The Governmetnm hés burdens that it camnot bear and canmot esrry
on ualess it ‘has the sup.ort of ite citigems, That is why they ¢ 11 upon
ug to do this s ecial thing for them. '

1 hope that this metter cun be arranged se that it will be sutisface
Yory for all, If there are th se who do not think it rifht to take the ;
intorels the interest could be turned over to relief or charity work, The
Bonds be paid back by the Government in due time and s0 the money
will ngg be lost. Let us do good to all meun, and empecially to those of
the houBehold of =i th, !

I was very sorry to learn of the desh of Brother $imon Roth, He
was true to his faith and we frust that he has received /his blessing
frow the Lord to whom he ha@ gone, So far we have begh spared from the
affliction, but we have only %o thank the Lord for this mercy, There is
_eonsiderable sickness around here, but all seem to be refovering, There
is a chastening hand over the nation and may the Lord keep us humble
before Him and faithful tc His word. Hope that you are still enjoying
the blessings of the lord,

\

Yours in faith,
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Scottdale, Pa., October 29, 1018,

S. F. Coffman
Vineland, Ontario.

Dear Brother:- Greeting.

I have your letter of October 25 and have noted its contents,

The Russian Mennonites whi#®h settled in western Canada are divided-
into a number of branches, among them is a branch which is more conser-
vative than any other of the Russian Mennonites; there are none of the I
same class in the United States. Their leader was John Wiebe, 2 man of
noted ability. He was on a visit in Elkhart some twenty years ago, being
at that time an old man. This church insists that the children of the
members attend their own parochial schools which however are not of a
good grade. The German languege alone is taught or used in these schools,
yet there may have been a change in recent years, T believe the govern-
ment does now require Inglish to be Haught in all schools. It is true tha
these people as well as Russian lMennonites in Canada in general live in 3
colonies, the same as they were used to in Russia, and bhefore their
settlement in Russia, also in Germany. They are not of German but of
Dutgch origin. In the Reformation perilod thair forefethers fled from 1
the Netherlands to the country near Danzig and Marienburg in what is now
a part Ppussia, but was then Poland. They continued the use of the Dutgch
language till well into the 18th century, at least in worship. Just as
| they retained their mother tongue in that period for a long time, simply
1£L4¢uo~‘hey were conservative and feared with the old lapguage the old principls
| would depart, so they are now clinging to their German mother tongue, as
do also the 01d Order Amish Brethren/ in the United States. The charge
that they are for this reason unleyal to the American or Canadian gov-
erndment is absurd, Tt is clear that the Canadian govermment arec fully
informed about them and are convinced that they are useful citizens.
s A goevrnment offieial is reported to have said that in the present war ——
the western Mennonites are domng as much as the combatants, since prac-
tically every onec of them is engaged in raising wheat.

The best informed man concerning actuel conditions among the Menno-
nites in western Canada is Principal H, H, Ewert, of the Mennonite
Collegiate Institute, Gretna, Manitoba. The aim of this school is to |
educate Weachers for the Mennonite schools, but (at least until recently) ‘
the strictest branch did not permit their prospective teachers to attend
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it. Bro Ewert will readily give you any informatien you may desire, He
is a General Conference man, Just recently he wrote an interesting
article in reply to those who crticise the government for permitting
Mennonites to seitle in the land. The article was printed in the Rree
Press which is published, if T am correctly informed at Winnipeg. A
translation of the article appeared in the Rundschau’

As for the Huterites, they were originally located in the Austrian
province of Moravia. From there they fled to Hungary and Transylvania,
then to what is now Rumania, then to Russia from whence they all came
to America. They settled in Russia before any of the Mennonites came
to that country. Their best informed man is Ilias Walier of Frankfort,
S D., but more reccntly of Macleod, Alberta., At present he is back to
South Dakota and may stay there over winter. Their men of military age
are now all in Canada. They were permitted to leave the United States,
since they went before the new law went into effect. Their leading men
have been repeatedly at Ottawa and have received full asurance of rel.
freedom includiing freedom from military service of whatever description,
The matter was fully considered by the highest authorities of Canada
who sent an official to South Dakota to get particulars concerning their
colony life, ete. He returned to Ottawa highly pleased with what he had
seen and learned. They ccrtainly will continue fheir community life in
Canada. Near Macleod they have already very s®Stantial buildings. One
colony is about to settle in Western Manitoba! I can not say on how many
places they have baught land. Tn the states they come under the same
military rulings as other nonresistant bodies, but some of their young
men in the camps have been more unfortunate than most of the Mennonites
in being subjected to great sufferings. It may not be wise to say much
about this at tlhie present time, but they are carefully preserving all
data regarding this matter. In the Tirst draft ‘they did not get excemp- -
tion on account of being family heads (they were all married) sinee the
community was supposed to take care of their families. Some of those are
now in camps buv.most of them liave been sentenced to leng years of im-~
prisonment. By the way, Elias Walter will probably not-be.able to
write in English. Joseph Kleinsasser, Milltown, S. D,, has a fair command
of the IEnglish language. He is one of the men that have stopped here rep-
eatedly on their way to Washimgton.

We are well, as this leaves us, Walter is waiting for his call to
camp. Regards to your family.

Your Bro.

%~M‘
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P, S. David Hofer, probably the most influential elder among the Hut-
erites (Alexandria, S. D.) writes they have sold two of their colonies !
of the corporation of which his own colony is a part, They have, or had, |
in South Dakota feour different corporations consisting of four colonics
cachThe two other colonies of the said corporation, he says, they intend
to sell next spring. In his colony they had a harvest of 40.000 bushels
of wheat, but had great difficulty to harvest it, since th® working men
were nearly all in Canada. Some of the colonies of the other corporations
were also sold; T do not know how many.,

Their efforts made at Washington failed in practical results, thodgh
they were received repeatedly by Secretary Baker, who conversed in German
with Bro. Hofer. BPro Walter complains of a sentiment of enmity that is
developimg against them in the west; he sent me a newspaper clipping
{rom which this was fully evident, but the govermment ahs guaranteed
them liberiy of conscience, :

SRS—— ; e TR S : . = N
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