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Vineland O"Alto' Hov, 1, 1918.

Qfficer boaauadiﬁﬁ
Hilitary Distriot Hos 2.4,
Toromto Ont,

Deay Sirie ‘ :
With reference to the case of ir., JosephCirets, Fommerly

of Markham Ont,, now of Selkirk Ont., who has.been called to re out at
the ﬁeoh&-ﬁtreétihmwanks, ﬂamiltun,on the 7th Inst.; please permit an
g Inquiry,.
A £ In view of the decisions rendered with reforence teo ﬁénnonites, by
g the Cemtral Appeal Judge( Copics enclosed) end of the recemnt Order-in-
? Gounoil passed by the Govermment granting Exemption to dennonites, may
8 it’nét be poasiﬁio $0 cancel the Call ;of Mr, Fretg, or grant him Leave
'(#of Absense without requiring his persopal a pesrance at Hamilton, tihs
:f saving him the trouble of sppearing and the consequent delay, as well as
fﬁr the annoysnce to thé Department? i :
My, Pratex has married since his Registration, on the strength of
the exemption then granted him, and is now engaged in‘tﬁoaehingtha Pubiie :
' Behool at Reinhan Centre Ont. ; o b
Please find enclosed, alse. a couy of the letter to the . unaariai§~ 4
Rogistrar. Ve understend thet this euﬂe is now in the hmde of the
Militia Department, but desired to oall atuention to this case for ﬁha =
peke of receiving information from the Rog&ataur. : : 1 g =
Yours respostfully,



Mennonite Archives of Ontario

£} V’Jleland Ontq. K"‘ 1‘ 19180 : |
re €. Leaslie ‘Alson,

Ontaric Registrar, Under M. 8. i &
Toronte Unt,

Jear Bir:- . v c
With reference to the ease of Joseph €. Fretsz, formerly of
Markhan Ont,, How of Selkirk Ont,, who has been ordered to report for
service at the Scott 8%., Bar;aoks, Hamilton Ont., We would be plaaaed o
regelive infurmation.

& The enollned coples of decisions of the Central Apﬁ@&l Judge = Otmawa.
and tﬁe recent 0rdox~1n~00unoil at Ottaws gtate that the Men onite People
are Exeuwpt from Military service. We are aware of the srrangement with the
Militls Uouneil, gramting leave of ibsemce to sll members of the Memaouide
and Tunker Churcles who are ealled for service, In view o these fmcis, |
could it not ve arréngad that the Call of lMr, Fretszs be canceiled, or, that
the Leave of absence be arranged through Correspondence, and thaﬁzhﬁbyance
and trouble of reporting at Hamilton be avoia;d. li® Frets has married since
the date of his registration. on the strength of the Exnmpti»n grautad :
¢ him at thut time amd is now ongaged A8 & teacher of the 9lbli¢ School
at Rainhem Oentre Omte . : 3 4o
This fevor will be greatly appreciated.

|
", A g
. |

Yours rospcc}fullyg
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MANUFACTURER OF
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C. LESSLIE WILSON A. F. BARR,
Ontario Registrar H. E. MACHELL,
ASSISTANT REGISTRARS
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH

OFFICE OF ONTARIO REGISTRAR

UNDER MILITARY SERVICE ACT

Boarp or Trape BuiLping
TORONTO, ONTARIO

November 6th, 1918

Bishop S, Hoffman,
Mennonite Church,

WR G A e o T
Vineland, Ont.

TNe a3
bear wiTr:i=-
- 3 o T > s 4 4 £ e C -~
I have your letter of the lst oI
./ s e S ~ +ha ] =2 A .
November, in regard to the undermentioned Malle

a + -
» Yours truly,
J

#

4 ) -
SR« ANSMASN N g

IR SRR
ONTARIO REGISTRAR

MFC *GM

IF YOU HAVE OCCASION TO REPLY PLEASE QUOTE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION

name Joseph C, Fretz

SerRIAL No. 788169 LOCAL TRIB. APPEAL TRIB. CATEGORY

DECISION
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THE tenets and articles of faith of the Mennonite Church forbid war or participation therein in

any form, and such articles of faith were in force on the 6th of July, 1917.

Address
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Vinelend Ont,, Nev, 1lth, 1918,

lirs, Jacob Smith,
Unionvl  ls Unt,.,

Desy Sisteri- Groeeting.
Yoai letter of the Bth Imst. to hand.
it will b: & pleasure to me to d0 what 1 ¢an in assisting you
to relieve yuﬁr gon from his conncebion with the miiitary pervice 2f is

im ug power 4o do so. Hgd I shificent information moncerning his

‘gase i would apply %o the Officer Commanding at Toronto snd ask fuor

xeaaons for bie being detained in caup. i heive & list of the brothren
whod aphlied for exemption at Markham, but I do ned £ind the name of
Joseph Smith on the list, I do not kmow vhether he had aprlied for
Sxenmpiicn as a Runonita, gnd 46 not know whother he & pealoed for \

& farther ﬂkﬁﬂutiOn or not, or what steps have glready been taken %0
secure his reloase from service, I would aariea you %o write the

Co mmandins 0 ficer at ”orcnto and ask hin why the boy has not been:
xaleasod and what steps ehould yet be taken o secure his leave of e

_ gonge, iv will do ne good to go to the ﬁajar sin«e his amﬁers are

tagfen only fxom ihe Otfiaer Gommanding in a.cama of this kinﬂ.
I would be glsd %o have in¢armat1un aencezning this oase, o

hope vhunt he mag goon be relaabs&¢

4

Yours 1n fmxth.

-
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Mernonite Collegiate Institute

H. #. Boert, Principal.

. g Gretna,Man.,Nov.I>,I9I8
Rev .3 .F.Coffman,Vineland,Ont.
Dear Brother:-

I have duly receiveil your esteemed letter of the 28th
IXXX .ult.You have indeel given me a vory full and complete informa-
tion about your position ani the experiences andtrials you have gon
through .Many thanks for your kindness.I consiier your letter so in-
teresting and valuable that I am eireulating it,or rather a transla-
tion of it, among the bishops of our various congregations.urging them
at the same time to cooperate with, you in raising a memorial fund
and interviewing the govermment about the continuation of our privi-
leges. I have also rccommended that we in the West get in toueh with
our members of parliament and post them on our situation. I doubt,
though, whether my sugsestions will be taken up. Our churches do not
want to pull together.At the present time,for instance, we are collect-
ing for the Red Cross.It will be a handsome collection,pa haps
$100,000 or more,but each church,with the exccption of perhaps one or
two, wants to sond in its contribution separately.Some time ago I want-
ed to adl up what had been contributed by the Mennonites of Manitoba
for the various relief purposes during this war,but from our largest
congregation 1 could not obtain even this innoecent bit of information.

Now I want to take up your questions,and first those which refer
to the relations of the congregations to each other.-We have in Man-
itoba,acording to church statistics,a Mennonitc population of 17220
and a church membership of 7285,in Saskatchewan a Mennonite popula-
tion of IZ650 ani a church membership of 5887 . In Alberta there may
be a Mennonite population of about 500 with a churchmembership of
about 200.In British Columbia may be from 40-50 members .These figures
do not include the Mennonites from Ontario nor the Hutterite Brethren
who have just rocently come from South Dakota. Information about the
former,I think,you can pe haps obtain better than I,and information
about the lattoer,if obtainable,I will send you later.

The Mennonitos of Manitoba and Saskatchewan,true to a characterist-
ie of our people,arc divided into seven branches that hold aloof from
each other.

Division I,commonly called the 014 Colony or Rhimdand congregation,
consists of one congregation in Manitoba-I1893 members-and two congre-
gations in Saskatchewan-201I5 members.They are the most exelusive body,
ban every person that lcaves their church,do not allow their chili-
ren to atterd the public school,nor their adults to live in towns.
They live in villages and maintain their privatc schools where all
instruction is given in the German language .Their teachers have had
no professional training and would not be allowed to attend a higher
institution to obtain a better equip#ment for their work. They have
no Sunday schools,no young pcople's societies,no praper meetings and
take no interest in home and foreign missions.The ministers must
read their sermons from a manuseript and the congregation must not
sing melodies set to notes. This is the boly the goverrment of Sas-
katchowan is going to forece to adopt the public school.

DivisionIl is the Kleine Gemeinde with a membershiy of about 450.
This division is about as exclusive as the former but dowsnot apply
the ban as rigoroucly.They disceountemance the us. of tobacco, which
ie tolerated by some of the other divisions.They have two congregations
in Manitoba but are not reprcsented in Saskatchewan.
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Memmomite Cuollegiate Institute

H. H. Btoert, Principal

Division III. There is another larse dbranch calleld the Sommerfelder.
It is representel by two congregations i» Manitoba and two in Saskat-
chewan and has a membership of about 4200. They arc also a very con-
servative body but more in theory than in practice.The ministers are
strongly orrosel to publicec schools but their members 1o not follow
them always .Some take quite an interest in education and support our
instituktion for the education of tecachers. Therc are somec district
schools among these people. One of the churches belonging to this
divigion is perhape the largest Mennonitc congregation in the world.
It hae a membership of 2822 ani worships in 441 churches.There is anot-
ther ehurch of this branch in Manitoba withimembership of 955. The
two churches in Sask.have a membership of about 560.

Division IV.We ecome to the Holdemann church or @hurch of God. There
arc two congregations of this branch in Manitoba and one in Alberta,
with a total memborship of 25C.They arc exclusive but not as conscrva-
tive as the others .They are ot antagonistie to the public school.

Divigion V.¥We might rext name the Brulerthaleors.These are progress-
give ard take interest in missions.They also support the publieﬂ
schools .Thore are two congregations of them,one in Manitoba and one
in Saskatchewan with a total membership of about 250.

Divigicn Vi, the Mennonit~ breithren.Thers are two congregations of
thes~ in Manitoba with a membersehir of274 and I8 in Saskatchewan
wvith & memberehip of1853. They practice immersion,are progressive
erd active in evangelistiec and mission work. They send their children
to public} schools.

Division VII. A number of churches,one in Manitoba ard scven in Sas-
Katchowan, nave joined in the Central Canmada Conferemce.The c¢iurch in
Manitoba hag a memba ship of 6880 and those in Saskatchewan have a
membership of I476. This is a progressive body,is in favor of good
schools, supports home and forecign missions and is not antagonistic to-
ward puhlicﬁ schools. This is the only boldy that would affiliate with
others without domanding uniformity in mode of worship or church
diseirlin.

The Mennonites of Manitoba came here in 1974 ani the next year,
or so,from Russia. Those in Ffagkatchewan have partly come from Manito-
ba,partly from Russia,and partly from the Unitel States.The migration
therc started in about I893 .During the last ten yecars only @few people
have cone Fror the Uniteld States. Two communities of Hutterites have
come here during the present year and have cstablished a Bruderhof
in ¥anitoba and in Alberta. It was the eoming of these that started %
the agitation against the Mennonites.

on the question of elmreh affiliation I shoull have said that
neither of the conservative churches have any organization like a con-=
ference .Divigions IV,V,and VI maintain fellowship with similar ehurch-
és in the Unitel States.

In Manitoba there has not been much opposition to Mennonites. Of
eourse, therec is some fecling against them but it has not developed
into public domonstrations as in Saskatchewan. The view is generally
exprecssed that the government should obeerve its agreement with the
Meornonites fron Rusia but should not allow other Memnnonites te come in
on the same terms.

We do not come in eontaet with other church organizations.They
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Mennonite Collegiate Institute

H. H. FKwert, iﬁﬁncipal

flqll Fo“ ‘rosuiytlvﬁ. Our younu OOle all Jomn tho church about
the agp of maturity.~All of our churches use the German language exclv-
gively in their services.

Now some statistics about our schoolsi:- In Manitoba we have about
8C privatc gchools and 30 distriet schools and about 8 more of the
latter schoole in distriets with a mixei population.- In Saskatchowanuﬁbz
may be about Z0 private schools and 60 publiey schools with also some
allitional ones of the laticr w&Eh mixecl population.-In five towns
in Manitoba,with varying proportione eof ¥ennonites, there are graded
schooles with from fwo to four rooms.In only one of these towns is a
Prvate shool kept in addition to the public school .~In Sasgkatchewan
eonditiong in this respect are similar.-There are no separate Menno-
nite schools in Olth“r of the rrovinces.

In Manitoba there arc three churches with a membership of 3400

which will not scni their childrcen to a publie svhool,aﬁi which teach
only German in their private shools. Another large church of about %
2700 membors,the Sommerfelder, is strongly opposeld to publicyf schools,
but still has somc in their midst.In all of the private schools of
this church more or less English is taught,but this is an innovation
of only recent yecars.-Four smaller congregations with a membership of
about I000 are supporting public schools.

In Saskatchewan the 011 Coloniers wiith a membershiy of 2000 arc
like their friends in Manitoba,out and out against publie schools.

Two congregations with a membership of 550 take the position of the
Sommerfelier in Manitoba.-The rest of the Mernmonites in Saskatchewan
support public schools.

Suming up, there are in Manitoba and Saskatchewan churches with
4400 'members who will diseiplin parents #f they seni their ehildren
tga public school;churches with a membership of 42@owhich are opposoi

0 public schools but which do not go the length of diseiplinin
members for sonding their children to public schools,which qultoMJ
a number of their members dos ehurches with a membership of 4200, are
not oprosel to publiec schools.-I would judge that a little less than
one-half of the Mennonite children attend the publlcﬂ schools, Mani-
toba sending a little more than I/s to them ani Saskatchewan a little
less than 2/3.

The governm

chools.

All rate paycrs of a mumnizipality must pay their sharc of the mun-
icipal school levy.Those residing in an organizel school district must
in adiition pay their share of theo district school levy.All Mennonites
must pay the first tax but the latter only on the condition just
namel.0nly a fow of the private schools are maintainel in districts
where therc are publie schools.

Until about two years ago therc was in Manitoba a stealy movement
towarl publiec s 1ools,but afta bi-lingual teaching hal been abolished.
a rcaction has so* in and a larg numbe of public schools attempted
to rovert back to the private srhool .The government is, however ,interf-

fering with this movement and it remains to be seo” what the outﬂomo
w111 be. Thogc shools which have always peen grlvatc ghools ,arc not
interfered with as yet,only in Sasakatche‘aﬁA ceoriing to reporvs,in-
tends to build schools in such distriets and forcc the children to at=
tend thom.

ont does not excreise any supervision over the private
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Mevnonite Gollegiate Institute

N

H. H. Towert, Principal

Up 311 two years ago the law permitted bi-lingual teaching in Mani-
toba,an1 all public gchools in Mennonite districte made use of this
Provision,as well asthat for giving roligious instruetion. Since the
law has been ropealed these schools,as well as the French schools,
have gone on teaching in exactly the way as before,and they have not
been censurei by the government. Porhapes the government wants to be
kept in ignorance as to the violation of this law,for their inspee-
tors do not inquire about the German,but simply see to it that the
English ist taught satisfactorily. In Saskatchewan the law still
allove thiom to teach some German in the public schools,but on account
0f g2arzity o7 bHi-lingual teachers some schools have not been able to
avail themselves of this opportunity.The last few years they are get—-
ting a better supply of these teachers. In Manitoba we have been able
to supply all our private ani publicy schools with teachers of our
persuasion.Thoge teaching in publie} schools posess the legal qualifi-
cations.

This happy condition is due to the efforts of an asegociation which
maintains the Mennonite Collegiate Institute at Gretna .Last year 44 of
our graduates taught in the publicy schools of Manitoba ani Saskatche~
wan as well as in some of the private schools. Our average annual
attendance is about 70. We teach all the branches anl subjects pre-
seribed by the Department of Eiucation for its secondary schools,and
German and Religion besides.We train our teachers so that they are
équally proficient in English and German. We draw no support from the
goverment .

At Rosthern,Sask. a similar institution is maintaine! in the same
way ani with about the same success.

This,I think,will cover all your questions.If there is anything fiar
ther you woul? like to know about the Mennonites in the West or if I
have not made myself sufficiently plain on all the subjects just seni
some further questions and I shall take pleasure in answering them.

Yours in Christian love
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L]
Booksl and} Stationery Wall Paper
School a ffice Supplies en Wer Souvenirs and Fancy Goods
Job Printing i “English and German. ® Pictures and Picture Post Cards.
& »
Book Dealer and Printer.

S.F.Coffman, Gretna, Manitoba. Now.18.7/18.. .
Vineland, 9nt.

Dear friend;
I kave read your letter of reeent date to my hrother H.H.lweﬂL
with muek interest. also saw the enslosed eopy of "Memoranduly of Laws affeef-
ing tke members of tke Mennonite Religious Soeiety and Military Serviee."

Of whieh T would be very mueh pleased to have a eopy or more. — Enelosed

I am sending you a sopy of "Offieial Doeuments Regarding Exemption of
Mennonites from Military Serviee in Canada" whieckh I printed reeengly.

At what priee ean the Memorandums, above mentioned, be had?

Yours truly, ;:
A}
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Official Documents

From the Canadian Government
S

\‘ .
Regarding Exemption of Mennonites
.” From Military Service in Canada. |

—=He=-

Reprinted 1918,
B. Ewert’s Printery.
Gretna, Manitoba.
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1 for 10 Cents; 1Z for $1.00
25 for $2.00; - $50 for 3.75

100 for 7.00; 500 for 30.00

To be had from

Benj. Ewert
Gretna, Man.
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