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MARY H. WHITSON, IN CHARGE OF STOREROOM
J. LAWRENCE LIPPINCOTT, CHR. FARM COM.

January 10, 191¢.

Dear Friend:

The American Friends Service Committec has
very much appreciated the moral and financial support
of the Mennonite Church. Realizing the vital issues
at stake and the importance of even closer co-operation
between our two reiigious denominations, arrangements
have been made for a number of your prominent men to
become associate meubers of our Cormittee, and in-
creased publicity is being given concerning your sup~
part in the work of recons’ructing the homes and hearts
of the civilian population of France and elsewhere., -

: There has never during the centuries of the
existence of our two organizations been such an oppor-
tunity fqr us to show to the world, and particularly
to our military critics, the absolute sincerity of our
position, for while our woung men generally in military
camps and those of us who are older have not been able
to support the military program of the government, hav-
ing always been opposed to war, we are willing and glad

to engage in the constructive peace work which has opened
to us. Much of the effort of our organization abroad in months past
has been spent in evacuating civilians from the bombarded villages
and in the immediate relief of dire distress of many kinds; that
was an all important service.

. The war has closed, for which we are profoundly
thankful. With this changed condition comes new opportunities for
service. The effieiency of our workers abroad has been well es-
tabl}shed; one result of this has been the reduest by French au-
tporlties for us to rebuild forty--four villages, embracing twentysz
flvg hundred families, etc., in the district west of Verdun. This
region was perhaps the most devastated of any portion of France.
Our people abroad having faith in their sympathizers in the home-
land have =accepted this graat work, Will we see it through to a
successful finish?
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This is by no means ths onl, responsibility we shall
undertake, thought!the Verdun project when complete will of it-
self be a lasting memorial to a class of Christian people who
possess a non-resistant conscience, Naturally it is going to
require increased contributions in money to accomplish the work
only partly outlined., Then, too, there is need of volunteers
for the service, for the military pressurec having been withdrawn,
the supply of conscientious objectors from camps who have com-
posed an important part of the force of our 500 or more workers
in France, Russia, etc,, will be exhausted in the near future.
It will be of interest to know that the office expenses in con-
ducting this relirf work have been but three and one half per
cent of the amount contributed. It is purely a labor of love
and we may well say that the monsy is loaned to the Lord.

; It seems to us that we should not settle down easily
to our pre~war condition, while civilian Europe is suffering so
much from the ravages of the war,

One of the young men who has been working in France
under our Unit for more than a year, stated recently on writing
home, "I think the C. 0.'s time is coming now; I feel my duty
in this war is just beginning, and that my place is right here
where I am for some time to come."

It will rest with us who are leaders among our psople
to press the matter of contributions energetically, for the per-
manent work to be accomplished is only fairly begun: may we ask
thy help and sympathy in even increasing the service abroad?

We will be glad to send our vulletins to assist in
spreading the message, and one or morc of our secretaries will
gladly endeavor to arrange to speak to your assemblies if re~ d
quested, without cost to you,

Soliciting correspondence in regafd to the whole
subject,

Very sincerely,

AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE.

LY




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Bish. ]J. R. Zook, Chairman
* Bish. J. N. Hoover
Eld. J. M. Sheets

Bish. C. N. Hostetter, Secretary

Eld. S. G. Engle, Treas.

Eld. J. L. Heisey, Asst. Sec.

Eld. D. W. Heise

Matt. 28. 19-20 ,(A of The B re t}) Mat. 9. 37.38

Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing %Oa i 6‘1) 1‘ Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest
them in the name of the Father, and of the $ 00 ]
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching '\%%\ "-“ly B PN, Ao X o SN
them to observe all things whatsoever @ l} Pray ye therefore the Lord of the |
1 have commanded you: and lo, J./ harvest, that he will send forth
1 am with you alway, even L I i i
unto the end of the world. y \Qn 2 O R i

Amen. 5) . %
8 %
-8

Gormley . gany....10. %]
®id 5. FEs Coffnan.
Vineland. Onte.

pear Bro Coffman.
Inclosed you will find Minutes of last Executive

neeting. And I may be permitted to say in addition to what the min-
utes contain. That it is the feeling of the committee that the funds
set apart should be in the hands of the benificiaries at as early
date as possible so they may be of immediate scrvice‘to the needy.
It is also the wish of the committee that you take immediate steps
to learn if the provigions of the resolution can be carried out in
so far as the Premier, or the Government is concerned. And if not,
that independant action be taken forthwith. I was also considered
that F. S. Scott, M. P. and Mr W. G. Weichle. are the proper perso=-

ns through to move in the matter. Ve shall look for istructions fr=

om you at as early a date as possible.
Wishing you the blessing of

the Lord in all your work.
I am yours in Love.
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Gormley, Feb, 5 th. 1919

Bid. S. F. GColfman.

Vineland Ont.
pear Brother Greeting

private conference a few da Br?. P-#;L_ Bur;héldgr-and : h?d >

: | . ys ago with t3# the disposition of the
moneys of the Memorial Fun now in the hands of the Treasurer.Your
lettér of the 29 th Jany tS@¥ro Burkholder was before us. ye natura-
1ly concluded from the sentiment of that letter that the prospect of , 8
having the resolution passed by the Executive at its last meetingc?aqazafgwég
are to say the least not very bright, in so far at least as to have
the funds pass through the hands of Sir Robert Borden are concermned.
And in view of the fact, that the objects, and purposes of the vari-
ous institutions, and organizatioms to whome appropriations were voted
at the last mecting of the Executive; have been ninutely inquired
into, both by personal interviews, as well as by correspondence, and

so far as pro Burkholder and nyself are concerned,and according to

our humble judgement; there is realy no good reasén why the Memorial
Punds, which were raised for relief, and charitable purposes, should
not be turned over to the proper custodians of thef$ funds of these
organizations. And from the further fact,of the great need of the WAR
SUFFERERS in the far east,as well as some in our own land; we feel
that the appropriations made should be of service to those for whome
they were made with as little delay as possible. Now with these factis
vefore us, Bro Burkholder and myself are of tihe opinion that unless
something developes in a few daysyby which a desireable chanel may
open to us through whieh the primary object of the Committee may be
realized, that the members of the Executive should be appealed to with
the object of obtaining the consent of eavh ome, To take indipendant
action as per resolution { C ) of last rxecutive meeting, and autho-

I er the amcunts designated forth-
n along the lines of the above,

rizge the Treasurer to at once turn ov

withe Your oppinion, or any suggestion

you may feel to advance will be greatfully appre iated.
An immediate

reply will also be highly valued.

|
paithfully Yours. :
\

7 : D. W. Heise,

M aecy.
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North Lima, Ohio, Feb. 12th, 1919
Dear Brother, Greeting:-

Now that peace has been declared, and a hopeful settle-
ment at the peace table apparently is in sight, we should not forget to thank
our kind and Heavenly father for his leadings hitherto. There is a tendency after
a period of great strain to relax our energies and loose sight of approaching
opportunities and problems. Many of the war problems are solved or done away
with in part, but we are face to face with equally as large a task in this re-
construction and readjustment period. We may have some difficulty to locate
ourselves and do our full part in the program that is being arranged by the Men-—
nonite Relief Commission, General Mission Board and other departments of church
work.

We are preparing for our annual conference in May, and it might be well
for us to begin to plan and arrange our work, so we will be prepared to do our
part in the many great opportunities that come to us a Mennonite people.

There are always questions that concern the church at large, and we would be
glad if you would at an early date frame such questions that you think profit-
able to discuss, and then send them to the secretary to bring before the Execu-
tive Committee who will look them over and arrange them for csnference action.

Among various problems facing us at this time in a striking manner, and to
which we can well afford to give careful deliberations and much prayer, even
though we should not consider at conference. Among the timely questions are
the following:

1st How can we better adjust ourselves to meet the many obligations and
opportunities along lines of reconstruction and missionary activity in the new
fields opening to us? :

ond Now that the war is over and our brethren rapidly discharged from the
army, how can we best re—absorb them as they return to civilian life? ‘

3rd How counteract the new impulse to false religious teaching that a man's
salvation consists in good works and deeds, suffering and sacrifice? Should
we not come with a united testimony that salvation is obtained only through
the cleansing blood of Christ?
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4th The Christlike teaching that we should love our enemy and not kil 1im
is again endangered in the attempt to have our congress pass & compulsary mili-
tary training, which would again bring the nonresistant faich face to face with
militarism. Is it not needful for us to again record ourselves as to how we
interpret and understand the teaching of Christ on this point?

5th The organization of a District Mission Board that is to represent and
serve the missionary interests of both the Ohio Menncnit anc Eastern A. M. con-
ferences is a question coming before us for definite action.

6th The dress question which has been the absorbing theme in many previous
conferences is by no means solved. Further safeguarding and practical help
along this line may be needed.

7th And last but not least we need a fuller knowledge of the MGrd and keen—
ness of vision to see the ripening grain, backed with a ceep spiritual convic-—
tion for right which areAthe outstanding qualifications to promote the interest
of our beloved church.

We trust you will not consider us out of place to bring this matter before
you in this way. These to me are real issues, and I call attention to them
with the hope that I may receive some help to more successfully counteract the
many evil forces encroaching upon our church. Think them over and let us have
your honest expression with such suggestions and questions you feel impressed
to offer at a date not later than Feb. 25th.

According to former arrangements our annual conference this year meets in
the central district May 22, 23. Let us pray for our spring meeting.
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Markram,0nt.Feb,12th., 1919,
S.F.Coffman,
Vineland, Ont.
Dear brother,

Greeting:- Brcther Thomas Reesor left witk me a
copy of an old document which was ffound by Mrs,Ezra Martin asmong
thelr fathe¥'s books. Brother Noah Bearringer had coples printed
and they sent Thomas two.He asked that I make a few additional
conpies and supply you with one. I wish we knew what amount of money
was ralsed and alsc to wrat objects the Assembly applied 1it.

; T had a letter from you some time ago and I presume bro.
Yeise has replied, I hope by this time you have also seen Mr,Scott.
If Messrs Welchel and Scott think our purpose will be served by
turning the funds to the Rellef organizations direct,well,otherwisec
I should urge trat the Govt, be begged to become our agent,

As regards the proposed abrogation of all exemptions
by a uniform malitia law I think we all should addl watch and pray
,I mean water the papers and pray to God, vet the ¥.R.R.Organization
ras authorized you to represent us before Government and 1ts repre-
sentatives. I think you will remember that this was decided by the
Executive of theN.R.R.0.s0me time last summer.

I have been in bed for about four days with the grip
but am nearly well agaln, Otherwise we are well aw usual. May this

find you all splendid. ,
Your brotrer, ;{} Q z( /

B e
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A SHORT AND SINCERE
A M R O T T e T

TO OUR HONORABLE ASSEMBLY, AND ALL OTHERS IN HIGH OR LOW STATION
OF ADMINISTRATION, AND TO ALL FRIENDS AND INHABITANTS OF THIS
COUNTRY, TO WHOSE SIGHT THIS MAY COME, BE THEY ENGLISH OR GERMANS,

In the first place we acknowledge us indebted to the
most high God,who created Heaven and Earth,the only good Being,to
thankHim for all Hls great CGoodness and manifold Mercies and Love
through our Savior Jesus Christ,who 1s come to save the souls of men
having all power in Heaven and on Earth.

Further we find ourselves indebted toc be thankful to
our late worthy Assembly, for their giving so good an Advice in x
these troublesome Timesto all Ranks of People in Pennsylfania,m
varticularly 1, allowing those,who,by the Doctrine of our Savior
Jesus Christ, are persuaded 1ntnel* Consciences,to love their Enemies
and not to "eslst Evil,to enjoy the Liberty of their Conscience,
for which, as alsc for all the good things we enjoyed under their
care,we heartily thank that warthy Body of Assembly,and all high
and low in Office,who have advised to such a peaceful Measure,
hoving and confiding that they,and all others,entrusted with Power
in this hitherto blessed Province,may be moved by the same Svirit
of Grace which animated the first Founder of this Province,our late
worthy Preoprietor,William Penn,to grant Liberty of Consclence to
all its Inhabitants,that they may in the great and memorable Day
of Judgement be put on the right Hand of the just Judge,®Who judgeth
without respect of Persons,and hear of Him these blessed words,

" Come,ye blessed of my Father,inherit the Kingdom prepared for
youj&ec. "What ye have done unto one of the least of these ny
brethren, ye have done unto me," among which number \i.e.the least
of Ch*lst's brothren/ we,by His grace,hope to be rankedj;and every
Lenity and Favor shown to such tender consclenced,althoigh weak
followers of this our blessed Savior,wlill not be forgotten by Him
in that great dayv,

The Advice to trhose who do not find Freedom of Consciene
to take uvp Arms,that they ought to be helpful to those who are in
Need and distressed Circumstances,we receive with cheerfulness $owad
towards all Men of what Station they may be- it being our Principle
to feed the Hungry and give the Thirsty Drink-;- we have dedicated
ourselves to serve all Men in everything that can be helpful to
the Preservation of Men's Lives,but we find no freedonm in giving,
or doing,or assisting in any Thingby which Men's Lives are destro-

d or hurt -wc beg the Patlienc
15 Liis tolat & e @f all those who believe we err
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A SHORT AND SINCERE. DECLARATI O N, ste, ' vage 2.

We are always ready, according to Christ's command to
Peter,to pay the Tribute,that we may offend no Man,and so we are
willing to pay Taxes,"and to render unto Caesar those things that
are Caesar's,and to God those things that are God's," although we
think ourselves very weak to glve God his due Honor,He being a
Spirit and Life,and we only Dust and Ashes.

We are also willing to be subject to the higher Powers
sand to give in the manner Paul directs us;- "for he bemreth the
sword not in vain,for ke is the Minister of God,a Revenger to
execute Wrath upon him that doeth Evii",

Tris Testimony we.lay down before our worthy Assembly,
ard all other Persons in Government,letting them know,that we are
thankful,as above mentioned,and that we are not at Liberty in
Consclence to take up arms toconquer our Enenies,but rather to
bray to God,who has Power in Heaven and on Earth,for US and THEM,

We alsc crave the Patience of all the Inhablitants of
this Country,- what we/think toc see clearer in the Doctrine of the
blessed Jesus Crrist,we will leave to them and God,finding ourselves .
very poor;jfor failth is to proceed ocut of the Word of God,which is
Life and Spirit,and a power of God,and our Conscience is tc be
instructed by the same,therefore we bez for Patlence.

Our small gift which we have given,we gave to those
who have Power over us,that we may not offend them,as Christ taught
us by the Tribute Penny.

We heartily pray that God would govern all Hearts of
our Rulers,be they high or low,to meditate those good things which
will pertain to O¥R and THEIR happiness. :

F-F-F-F-F-#

The above Declaration,written by Benjamin Hershgy,min
ninister of the Menonist Church,and signed by a number of Elders
and Teachers of the Soclety of Menonists,and some of the German
Baptists,presented to the Honourable House of Assembly on the 7th,
day of November, 1775,was most graciously received.
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' ¥ Vineland Omtaric, February 17th, 1919,
Honourable W. A« -Bulerxr, M. 7,
House of Comuons,
Ottawa Ont, £a
Honourable Sirie
Please find CﬂOllSnﬂ & copy of Statement Concerning §
Hon-Resistent Pecple in Oanaaa. This statement has been ]
i

eompiled with a'view of giving & coneise history of the people
of our faith, showing the conditions under which they 1iVGd'1n ~]
théir earlier history, in ages less enlightened thau this, and
enjoying favors which would now,beldenied by esome, To revert %o
penalizing our pepple would mean ?9 renew conditions which
discredited ages and nations had alresdy attem;ted in ovdexr to f
y ;rush the very prineciples which the world has been giving its bloo@f
. in these last few years, - peasce and good will smong men, '
; Copieb'of this Statement have been sent}to Hem. F. o
8. Scobt, and Hon, Arthur lleighen, iir, Meighen was with The A
Prem#dr st the time of our first meeting with the Government, .
, I an glad %o note the poesibility of the wWar ?13@3 ' :;
Elections Act being dropped without‘further consideration, Would |
be glad if the same method could be apnlied in disposing of the |
other Act which has Offeeted onx peosle. but trust that our : é
interests will be guarded by the coveraign of all nations. .. |
: We will be glad to furnish any !hxther informst Lo )
that should be required. : . R 5
. Most sineovely, Fours, ‘ : ' s

o

g
S
: ; F e N et iitiecio VAL
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Vineland Ont. Feb. 21, 1919.
L. J« Burkholder,
ﬁarkh&m\Ont

Dear Brotherie Grecting in the néme of the Lord.

Your last letter was forgyerded 0 me at Kitchener la:t week,
That was my last week of the Bible Study c?urse and g0 I took advantage
of the opportunity of ealling upon My, Scodt on Thevwhurséay, 0f that
week, I did not go on sccount of having time,

We talked over the giving of the donstion to the GOVGTAJQHT in

the abéence of Eremktf aund his opinion wasa that nothing would be gained
of any zyest value by valting., The date of the Premiex's return 1s uncert-‘

ain, and he would be the only one through whom to give the donation,

\

"His opinion is that the less we draw attemiiom %0 our cdupe at the presemly

time the bettPr it will be for our cause, and those whom we reperesht.,
When one>noti;es the extreme attitude taken by the associations represent=
ing the returned men one must qudér whet the outeome will be for those
who are non-resistant in thel'r rgligious belief, ‘

1 em éending iz a condensed report of our attitude téoward the sehool
questicn and the attitnde of the Russien brethren on the educational
quastioh as well as someinformation régaréing the Festriciions plac @
upon ou¥ peonie in Zurope on account of their faith., Am sgndiﬂg to lix,
Seott, iz, fuler, iir, Weichel and %o lr, @eighan. ¥ill send you & copy
ofjtﬁe report.L Have/raceived CLQ;GS of the"Declarat on" fr m - Hsrs isriin
ox'St Jacobs, He semt ‘me sever:l copies and I intend sending then to

interested parties, ; . .
: Hope to hear from you again,

s \

Yours,

e A s il ot s I
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Vinelond Ontario, Feb., 22,_1919.

Hicholas Nafzlger,
Brunner, Ont.

Deax Brotheri~ Greeting.
Your last letter receiféd and am glad to 'hear from you agsin, ' 1

think that I anderstood the meaning of your letter, and have net

gent the money to the general fund, but have applied £ it to help %o
pay the expenses that we are continually having in looking after the
interests of our’peogle in eonnection with the Govannent and the
military question, There is yet t0 be spome xnnsidérablé oorrésyondence
in relation to ihese matlers, The Parliament of the Dominion will be 1h
session soon amd thore are gome gucstions that will likely come np'for
consideration.w\ We have had some conversations with sone of the members
of the dOVernmeht. end while they think tha# gur people w}ll not Be;
.mOLested in the legislature there is always some possibility that some
ﬁiil try,to agatitate the matter and make it very hard for our upoéle to
live in this country. We aré hoping snd praying thet this may not &oma
- %0 pass. We have bfin driven from one country to @mother i the past j
years of our hiatogy. and such things are apt to happen &t any time when
we fall inte the hands of men. e need to‘keép close to the Led in
these timcs’of'gorii\. 1f you have any suggestions to uake'resargins |

P iOu have any sugrestions to make regardiﬁg these matters, I will be

WPy LT R

glad to hear from you,  What hes beep the attitude of your nmember of |

Parliament towerd our people? Who is your menber? We are not agdtating

bt i o | A

. gnis mettowd et all. I think that we should not do B0 on account of dme °
' yiting ovposition, still we should keep .in touch with matters, and es-
pecially keeo in %ouch with the throne of grace. AT : *

- Yours in Christian lowe, - - g
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Ontario, February 1919,

I'.) '[ i»ll .

Fs S Soott, i, 2.
House of Parxliament,
Ottawa Ont, ;
fleace {ind enclosed o statene of facts concerning ¥l
Mennonite, Amish d Tunker people whieh be of some in st
to you, especially if the gquestion of vrivileges of our neovie
should be called into gquestion, which we hope will net be the case,
A report of the Programme before the House sugpests that there
may be some possible need of guarding these intercsts
i am sending & copy with other matter to The Hon., lir.

Meighen, Seoretary of the Interi

information should be required comcerming the school

among the Russian people,

information could be secured

I have &

from

or, If anv more definite

situation
few statistics and other

-

ide

Prof. H. Ewert, Prineipal

0f the Mennonite Collegiate Institute, Gretna Manitoba,

With gratitude for sast

Regpectfull

1 an,

favors,

<

o
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BTATTHERT CUNUBANING BON-RISISTANY PRUPLE IN CalAiDk.

The faith of the non-rosista t people wae in sxlstunce many years,
but wor Dhrst printed in the form of & confession of faith in 1529
among the people of Heolliend snd Flanders.

The Menronites in Helland wers perseouted with all other reformers and
indepondent religious bhdles wntil the granting of religlous libexty
william, 1571«83. Militayy exempiion wes sepecial iy granted them
n 1626, snd sontinued with modified sonditions frox that date,

In Switserland the Hennonites and inish dYennonites suffered extrene

persecutions as refovmers with cther bodien, bul especially on sccount

_0f their nonerosistent bellef and prectiwe for whick they were banished

o0ld as gally slaves, properiy confiscated and citisenship denled, &

speeinll sppeal from the States Genersl of Ho.land seoursd for thes

:aga r:llaz. About the middle of the eighteenth century they were grant
cleration,

The reiigious fveaty of Westphulia, 1640, seoured religicus liberty
in Turope But 414 net step the persecution of the non~resistant pevple.

dowavia alTorded temporayy refuge fowd the non-resistint poople fyom
“agtorn Tarepe, but later became intolerant owing %o the article of
faith waleh prohibited the taking ap of aras in those turbulent timos,

Alsace lorreine and the &istricets of the Hhivne alforded some degree

af raliaf froa persecution at tluwes, und sguin beeume exiveanly intele
arant, Juring the sighteanth vontury aud earlier thome people,who
belicofed that the bearing of arme wos unseriptural ,were pavticeularly
persegutod on acceunt of that belleds They suilered speclianl tamsations,
confiscetion of property, resiriciicn of worship end banisiment, 4
speeiel viedt fyom Willisw Pern wee welcome %0 them.

Ap sorly se 1610 Prussis Invited these pevple ¢ wmettls in thatl sounizy.
They were promised reiigicus 1iberxty. Hot until 1773 wers they gran
freedon from militery service, sducaticnal priviieges and property end
basiness viphte. With the chsnge of cenditd and of raleve Y .0ae

viloges were anmiied and the lovitation gia indueod mopt of
m $0 migrate} dut even thie yrivilege was denied them,

Catharine of iussis invited the Hennonites %o settle in her southesn
provinces, in 1766. Thie invitotion was sscepted by those liviag in
Pruselis owing t¢ the grsater fremdonm from military service svanted.
These privileges wowe discontinued by Alezmsnder (1, L870~74. He limited
thely militery duties to service lu hospiteals, railwaye forastry,
whigh, on scsount of their relation to militery service, were distaste~
ful to these peocple who intorprated thelr faith as fordiddiag sll
allismee with military duties. Thds denlsl of thely privileges resulted
in thélr migretion to Csnsds and the United “imtes.

willisn Poym and His agente visited the il nuonites,smish end Tunkers
of Holland and the Rhine provinees imviting them %o settle in his

in imerices The first of these sottlers came te imerics in 1683. They
wers granted complete exeagtion frem militaxy service, pevmitted te
hold property, comduct thelr cwn achoole, hold religlous serviees, and
permitted the privileges of citizenshiy,
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In the United States, during the dsr of the Hevélutien and the Var

of the Rebellien, the Mennoniies, Amish snd Tunkers held steadfogtly

%o their falth and bore the penslties whiech, in some cases, were d
Rpon them, sud were grateful for the teolervanse whieh the Governsent wss
Phonsed 10 afford them when their faith snd practice wes understood.

The first dsavenite s tlement in Ca ade was mdde in 1786 4n lLincoln
Cpunty Untarie. The sottlememt in “aterlco was begun in 1800,

The settlemnt in York County wes meds in 1803. Aleosg whith these
poople cume the Auish and the Tunker brethwen &t forent dates.

The privilegesf of the faith of the .uskers, Hennonites and Punkers have
been legaliy recognised by the Governsent of Cenade since the yesr 18598,
excepting by an Act of 1046 which wes repecisd in 1849, The pa ment

of & apecinl tion tax was obligatiory until the z::r 1356, Sinee
the laotter date tetal exemption from militayy service hoen gontine
wiusly granted uwatil 1917, e tise of war,

ihe Russlan dennonites cane inte Canade in 1873 under special Urdeye
ineCounell granting military exempiion, spes sehoul ;mivi”i;fu and
full eltiigensiip} thelr nili axemption was bused on the siing
Statutes regarding exsaptivm fyed for Conscienticus reusons.

The Wennonites ef imeriea nave slways been wupyorters of the publie
sohools in the united States and in Cnade. They have & few sdvanced
Schools and eolicges il of whioh sre supoorted sclely by the Chureh
and are lovsted is the Usited States. The Znesian donnenites have smong
them thier private scheols, They have no “"Separste Schocls® sueng them,
ﬂ&l{ sougrepgations of the Russisn de sonites sup ort end sttend the
ublie echools. any of their srivate sohools are conducted aceordiing

%o Govermmsnt stenderde. :

Zhe Rasplan donnonites have two adveanced scheols in the VWest in whieh
#ll of the stumderd branches are teught in the ‘nglish l.u‘ugo. m
paratoxry fory teashors for thelr privete sohocls snd to maintain
accerding to Gevernsent standards. Some of vie congregations opposs
the tesehing of “aglish purely fyom weliglous metives, since thelr
roligious literaturs le entirvely du the gorsmn langusge.

Hhile mome of the Untaric eongregaticns saintein thelr wership in the
Goymaa MW £t 1o due t¢ the feetl that thely religlous edusation
and 1iterat it in that hnguw Thye have no scheclis in whigh
they give lnstructions &n thet lungusge.

The pecplo in CTnade whe ore oFf the Homeroslstent falth have respended
%0 appeals fur the wellef of suifering and are cuntimulang their shppors
of rolial and recumabructionm in the devusbuted dietricts of Surepe and
Asia, They are ¥y wfuuuu of the pest and jwesent sttitude of
the Government of Canada toward themy and are loysl %o the land thit
has been generous to evory phase of the Chedlstisn faith,
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Vinelsnd afst, Mer. 1, 1919.
Brethren of the Co mmittee
%o the Government.
YacoB e e,
/" Dear Brother:- Greeting.

You will find enclosed a copy of a Statement
concerning the position of our non-resispant people during their history
in Europe &8s well as in America. It scemsd well to prepape this Statement
in order to give to those Members of Parliament who have been interested
in our cause & brief histerical review of our people. We have aimed 10
gshow the attitude of the Govern&ent toward our faith, and what our people
have sugfered in the past; also 1o show that the toleration of our faith
has been recognized as just even in the intolerant ages of religious
privileges.

Having had some comversation with those members of the Govermmecnt who
have represented us, we have received the advice that it is best not te
agitate these matters more than is necessazy, since there is no definite
programme before the Government as to the possibility of dealing with the
guestion of our franehise or of revoking the privileges of exemption., If
any of these questions come before the Government we will be notified 0
that we will be given a hearing.

It is certain that we are mot so much o neer ned regarding the fran-
chise as we are concerning the continuance of our fre dom from military
gervice. Let us pray that we may be able to live true to our faith. IV
ig ceratin that we will be irue to the powers that rule Over us whether

we are given a voice in such matters qﬁf not.

Yours in faith,
,/ / /7/

o / /
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¥ineland Ont., Mareh 1, 1919.
Brethren of the Committe to the
Government. ’
Dear Brother:- Greeting.

You will find enclosed a copy of a statement
concerning the position of our non-resistant people during their history
in Burope &s well as in America. It seemed well to prepaer this statement
in okde® to give to those members of Parlisment who have been interested
in our cause a brief historical review of our people. We bave aimed %o

- show the attitude of the Government toward our faith, snd what our people
have suffered in the past; also to ahzaﬁzhe toleretion of our faith
has been recognized as just even in the most intolerant ages of peligious
;%MAJZood;;1£

Having had some conversationnwith those members of the Goverument who

have represented us, we have received the advice that®t it is best %ﬁ&tti
agitate these matters more than is necessary, gsince there is mno defdnite
programme before the Government ss to the d-aling with the question of
our franchise or of revoking the privileges of exemption. If any of tThese
gquestions gome berof8 the Government we will be hmtifies so that we will

be given & hraring.

It is certain that we are not 80 much concerned regarding the

franch;aé a8 we are concerning the continuance of our freedom from military

serviae.jLef us yray that we may be able to live true to our faith. o S ;

is certaih tha£ we will be true to the powers thalt rukd oger us whether
we will be given a voice in siich hatters or not.
| G Yours in faith,

S —pem— —A—._-__ZQ_J
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‘ Vineland afist, wmar. 1, 1919.
Brethren of the Co mmittee

0 the Goggrnmant.

Dear Brether:-‘éizz¥ing.
You will find enclosed & copy of a Statement

concerning the position of our non-resis¥ant people during thelr history
in Burope a8 well as in America. It seemsd well to prepare this Statement
in ovder to give to those Members of P rliement who have been interested

in our cause & brief histerical review of our peoples. We have aimed %0

show the attitude of the Governisent toward our faith, and what our people
have sufifered in the past:'also to show that the toleration of our faith
has been recognized as Just even inm the intolerant ages of religious
privileges.

Having hed some conversation with those members of the Governaont who
have represented us, we have received the advice that it is best not to
agitate these matters more than is necessamy, since there is w definite
progremme before the Governuent as %o the possibility of dcaling with the
guestion of our franchise or of revoking the privileges of exemptiom, If
any of these guestions come before the Government we will be notified ®0
that we will be given a hearing.

It is certain thet we ere not s0 much ®noerned regarding the fran~
chise a8 we are eoncerning the continuance of our fre dom from military
gervice. Let us pray that we may be able to live true to our faith. It
is ceratin that we will be itrue to the powers thet rule over us whether
we are given & voice in such matters otr not.

Yours in faith,
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Vineland Ont, Mawch-1, 1919,

He U Bwert, Prinecipal,
1 Gretna Man,

Deaxr Brotheri:- Grecting.

Please find enclosed a Statement Coneerning the
nonsresistant Peovle in Candds, Phis will interest you amd your Brethren
in the West, since it is intesded to glve the Government au idea of the
history of Our people and the experiences thut tuay Hove haed in the past
four-hlndred years,

We have tried to get e digest of the facts in ouxr ‘history 1iu Turope,
and there are many 1i tle detalls that have necessarily been omiticd, We
desired especial ly to bring out the treatment that they have hed in the
various countrie in which they have been 1iv1ng, and to show thet cach
of the Governments have been twlerant to them at the beginning aid then
ook away from the the privileges that they have had, Some might inter-
pret this to megn that the Gover ments have learned that it was not pob=
gible to comtimme to them the spetial benefits that had previously been

granted them, Some one sal a fow weeks ago, that 1t would mot de to gramt

to any special class of people the benefiis that could not be given
every elass, 1f such would be done it wes sure to lead %0 dAiff culties,
This may bef true in & senee, but it ie only the iutolerance of one relige
ion tovward amother that would deny what cannot be interpreted in any ofhex
light than that it is & religious prinoiple that is vitel %o eonscience
and to salvation,
. A copy of these Statemenis has been mailed sevm of the members
of Payliament in this section and & copy was mailed to the Hom,' Arthur
Meighen, Secretary of the Interior. Im my letter to him I referred him
to you in case he desired more 1n£ormation soncerning thq Wennonites tn
the West.

It had been pupmised thatthere would be some legmlation oemmm,g
the War Times Eleetloms Act, taking into comsiderationm the Framchise of
the ulonjﬁq&ﬂ and the Me:monites, There is no &oubt but that ltnin
would be favor of such an Act, disfreschising all smch, But in ;
case tha law would,néecessadily have to aspply tp all @onscientous 0b ttﬂ!.
This would require a declaration from every voter in oxder h be t
those who would be effect-d as & demominatiqun., However, there is s
possibility thet the Lew will become obsolete at the i;nmg of ﬂu Treaty

- of Teage,

=  Concerning ouy stamdzns and privileges of Exemption, tho matier m be
different, If tae present law remains in force, we may require to have
a definite Mmmtcﬂon of it. The Comseription Ordere wmoil will

likely die as & rTesilt of ﬁo further neecd of forees, “ho .nte Exempe
tion to the !hanumn , but our people have been nnnng the
Objectors, and have m an 'definitely classed. _appeald %o the .
Cemtral A peal wepe declarcd to be under the hucp ons, If this

ig the final deci On of thn Gourt, we may also be satisfied, but there
have been nﬂ.on# militery authoritics =ince then have havetsken
no consideration of the .;ut glons of theCentral Judge, le are therefore
keep in toueh tﬁ, ;\u situation and we ixvite your imoreﬁ ua

Mﬁ‘ ml )#k m- 1
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STATHMERT CONCHMNING MUNHOBITEDS 1IN Callabae

L

{ £
1. The {aith of the Lonm-Resistant peorle, while &a#axiﬁtanau for many

yoears previous, was printed in the form of u Confession &8 eaxly as
4527, anmong the Mennonites in Hollsnd and Flanders.

2, The dermonites in Heliand endured persecutions as veligious reformers
with othor independent yeligious bodies uatil the time of genexal
religious liberties pranted in 1571-1583. Hilitery exemption was
e8eeia iy granbted them in Holiund in 1626, snd contiumed uwnder various
modifisd conditions frem that date.

3¢ The Mounonites and smish in Switperiand suffercd extreme versecuticn
owing te the reformed mature of tuneilr fadth, wnd wero subjected e

espacial bardshles on sccount of thelr museresistent beliel and practice,
belng under the sintence of banishment,thely properiy eonfiscated,
helug eoid a8 fally giaves, and denled any privileges of eltizenship,
Under & specisl sppeal from Yhe Htates Genersl ¢f Hollend the suthorities
98 Switszerlound relented in part ftoward these people, and sbout the middle
of the sighteenth Century granted them Yoleration,

4 4, Horavlia sfforded & ta pursry asyium and rveliaf from Lhg persecutions ¢
of the nourselstant people from Switzeriand and vestern Busrope, but slse
bodume intolersnt ¢f that one artiele of ihelr fuith whileh d4ild mvs permit
Yhem %o talke up arms during thoee turbulent times awong the nations,

5e¢ The Tresty ol Westphalis, 1840, by which reiiglous ilborty was to have
beun gusrsateed, did not step the persecution of the uwen-resipient people

b slmace, Lorpdine, and the distriets of the  hine were the homes of mssny
of the noun-resistent people. They siforded so ¢ dogree of relief frem
porgeoution at tines, During the eightecnth cumtury snd earliier these
poople wers persesuted particuisrly on account of their beliel that
bearing arms wes unseriptursal. Thier proverty wae confissuted, they were
taxod, theiyr worship was restricted, znd they were bamished., Hellisnd
and asnerion allorded them en seylum during these years.

7« Ag eariy ae 1710 "russia iovited these perxrdecuted people to setile in
that gountry, with religious liberty. In 1775 Lfreedem from al itery serv
ice, the right %0 eduscate their own ehildren, the right to own property
and v enguge Iln basinese was sep olally granted them, With the change o
sonditions and of rulerys these privileges were annulled spd persscutione
foliowed snd migration inte Aussia resulted,

8. ihe dou~iesintant people of Prussis and of Wesiern Barone wore invited
to setile in Ghe South of Russia by Catharine in 1768, with the promise
of greater freviom froa military service. These prdvileges were countinued
%9 them until withdrawn by ilexander II, 187074, He limited theilr
service to hospitel, wailwsy sad !atcsti;.&nttcs, whieh, in spirit, were
distastoelul to thédr interpretaticn of the nmem-resistant faith whieh
they belleved Torbid sll siliance with militery duties, This denial ef
th privileges wesulted in thier migration %0 Canada and United States,

9¢ The NHon-rosistent people of Hollend snd the Rhine provinces were visited
: bg #illiam Penn and his agents snd invited to setile in hias dmeriosn
golony, The Hennonites, dmish and Tunkers accepted his invitetion. The
first of these ecolonists arrvived in ‘ennasylvanis in 1682. They were
grantod complote exemption from auilitary service, permited to hold land
conduct thelyr own schools, hold religlovs services and given the rights

of eitisensbip,
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STATEMBEET CONCERNING NOH-RESISTANT PEOPLE.-2.

In the United States,during the War of the Reyvolution and the War
of the Rebellion, the Mennonitee imish and Tt %ers held steadfastlyy
to their faith and bore the penalties which, .'2 some cases, were

leid uwpon them, and were grateful for the tolemance which the

12,

Government was pleased to afford them when their faith and practice
was understood.

The first Mennonite settlement in Canada was mdde in 1786 in Lincoln
County Ontario. The settlement in Waterloo County was begun in 1800.
The settlement in York County was mede in 1803. Along with these
people came the Amish and Tunker brethren at different dated.

The privileges of the faith of the Quakers, Mennonites and Tunkers
have been legally recognizedby the Gove nment of Canada since the year
1808, excepting by an Act of 1846 which was repealed in 1849, The
payment of a specidl exemption tax was obligatory until the yemr 1855.
Since the latter date total exemption from mil tary service has been

continuouslyg Granted until 1917, a time of war.

13.
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The Russian Mennonites came into Canade in 1873. Under a speacial Onder-
in-Couneil granting military exemption, special school priwileges and
full citizenship. Their military exemption was based on existin
statutes regarding exemption femmnconscientious reasons. :

The Mennonites of America have always been supporters of the publicﬁ

schools in United States and Canada. They have a few advanced schools

and eolleges, all of which are supported solely by the Church and

are located in the United States. The Russian Mennonites have among

them their private schools. They have no "Separate Schools" among them.
cungregations of the Russian Menmonites support snd attend the

lany
Publivw Schools. Many of their private schools are conducted according

t0 the Government Standards.

The Russian Mennonites have two advanced schools in the West, in which
all of the standard branches are tesught in the Lnglish language,
preparatory to fitting teachers for their private schools and %o
maintain them sccording to Governmmt standards. Some of the congre-
gations oppose the teaching of the English language purely from
religious motives, since their religious literature is entirely in

the German language.

While some of the Ontario congregations maintain their worship in the
geramn language it is dide to the fact that their religious education
and literature is in the german language. They have no schools in
whieh they give instruetions in that language.

The peeple in Canade who are of the non-resistant faith have responded
to appe als for releif .ﬂd suffering. Theg are continuing their support
of relief and reconstruction in the devastated districts of Hurope and
Asia. They are highly appreciative of the past and uresent attitude

of the Government of Canads toward them, and are loyal to the land that
has been gemerous to every phese of the Christian faith.
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Elmira, Ont,, Mar. 3rd, 1919.

Rév. 8. F,. Coffman,
Vineland, Ont.

Desr Friend:

I have just received s letter from Rev. Thos. Reesor
in which reference is made as to the proper time and method of
presenting our donation to the government. The subject of this
letter was discussed in a 'phone conversation with lMr. Weichel
this morning. It seems that Sir Robert Borden will not return to
Ottawa for several weeks and we are advised <vo wait with our
presentation until his retuen gs it would make a better impression
if we would present the donation to Sir Robert in person,

We also took into considerstion the danger of waiting
too long. The donation should nave the recognition of the govern-
ment before the Franchise Bill is discussed upon the flicor of the
house as this bill is the most likely of any to contain reference
to the Mennonites or other non-resistant denominations.

Mr. Weichel stated that he would inquire at Ottawes as
to the time when this bill will be introduced. If it will be
brought up hefore the return of the Premier we are urged to pres-
ent our donation to the acting Premier, Sir Thomas White, as it
is deemed important that this fund should be recognized in time.
Mr. Weichel will let us know when he receives word from Ottawa
and will advise us as to further action.

Trusting that such arrangements will meet with your
approval, I am,

Yours very truly,

7Y Leasgt






