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CORDITIONS OF EDUCATION AND LANGUAGHS
AMONG WESTERN MENNONITHE BRETHRER,

Humber of Conferonces in the West,(Nanitoba, Seskatéhawan, Alberia and
British Columbia), ==--

Humber of congregations adhering to sach Conferonce.

Hunmber of Membership of each Conference,

Humber of teotal Mennonits Population, Hspecially Russian,

Humber of schools under the separate school system allowed to the Russisn
Brethren, -- :

Humber of priwante schools of any charascter.

livmber of schools confucted solely in the german langusge.

Humber of schools conducted pariially in gormen,

Humber of schools entirely Bnglish,

Humber of schools conducted according to Goverrment stehdards as separate
801100130

Are any or all scheols conducted under Govornment sppervision?

Do Supporters of private sehools contribute by taxation to the support
of Pablic sechools?

How many districts or colonies have no private schoole and support the
Public schools?

Where no private schools exist what methods are used for giving in-
structions or toachig Germen?

How many advenced schoole under the direction of Colonies or the Church?
To what extent 1s German Taught or used in themt

How are standards releted to Governsent Steandards for such sdhoola?

How many Congrexations use only German in gervices?
How many use bothe German and English?
How many use English Only?
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COUPERIONS OF EDUCATION AND LANGUAGE .
S AMONG WESTZRN MFNNONITE BRETHREN, 2,

ke,
¥

niﬁiﬁiage the most recent immigrations from Burepe?

; : Where 1ooat;d?
| | If colony,or general setilement?
ﬂﬁat were the most recent immigrations from the Unite! States?

Vhore locsted?

What speclal arrangeménts were had with the Canadian Government,
Provincial Government, CGovernment Agent or Lend Company with refere
ence to thess settlemsunts?

What guseentees were glven,and by whonm,regarding religlous exemption?

If Celony or gomeral Settl ement?

‘that 18 the character o7 schools in settlement, and the &angﬁago used
in the schools,

What is the mature of the opposition, if any, against the faith or language
of the Mennonites in any locality?
Is ther any opposition from the pevple in the conuunity?

Is there any opposition from Govc:nmanfhugoﬁti, either Frovineial
or Dominion agents or offieisls?

Is ther any opposition from other CHurches or Mission secieties of
other @Ghureh societies? and the nawdre of the opposition?

What progress is notided among the younger oniisfiens in taking up the
Bnglish lsnguage and securing an g:sl sh education?

To what extent &0 the Church and Church leaders discourage English
Language and educetion?

To what extont do youmg men aund wowen enter the tesching profession
for tesching in separate schools?

To what extent are youn men and women preparing for and teaching
In public schools?

To whet extont are the yowg people remaining with the Church and becoming
scive members, and mainteining the Hon-resistant faith?
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The Status of the Mennonites in Canada. 1444/4%; Cﬁf;¢~‘x£f~

To the Editor of the "Free Press.”

The first Mennonites came to Canada fror the United States as
United Empire Loyalists soon after the Revolutionary War. They settled
in Waterloo County.Ont., and adjoining districts. A larger party came
in 1874 from Russia and settled in Manitoba, and their offspring together
with others that followed them later from Russia have speead to Saske-
atchewan and Alberta. They came here on the invitation of the govern-
ment of Canada. The Canadian government having learned through the
British corsul at Bordjansk, Russia, that there was unrest among the
Mernonite colonists of Russia because of the intention of the government
there to break its agreement with them in regard to exemption from
from military duty, sent assurances to them that they would enjoy in
Canada the very freedom that was about to be denied them in Russia, if
they settled here, and the government followed this up by sending a
special emissary to them in the person of Mr. Wm, Hespeler who should
personally lay before them the advantages Canada offered.

The assurance the Canaddan government sent them was in the form of
a copy of a report of a Committee of Council approved on Sept. 15, 1872
which reads in part as follows:-

"It is expedient to give the German Mennonites in Rassia the fullest
assurances of absolute immunity from military service, if they settle
in Canada."

"That a subsection of Section 17 of the Act 31 EVictéria, chapter 40
is as follows:~-

"Any person bearing a certificate from the Society of Quakers,
Mennonites or Tunkers, or any inhabitants of Canada of any religious
denomination, okherwise subject to military duty, but who, from the
doctrine of his relicion, is adverse to bearing arms and refuses per-
sonal military service shall be exempt from such service when balloted
in time of peace, or war, upon such conditions and under such regulation
as the Governor in €ouncil may from time to time prescribe.”

"That under this sectior all the persons above mentioned, and the
Mennonites are expressly included, are absolutely free and exemvnted by
the law of Canada, from military duty or service, either in time of
pcace or war."

"That the intention of the Act in conferring upon the Governor in
Council the power of making conditions and regulations was to enable
the Government to provide, if necessary, for the registration of the
exempted persons in such a manner as to prevent persons belonging to
any other denominations than thos: specified in the section of the
Act above quoted from avoidine military duty under false pretentes.”

It should be noted here that the exemption of Quakers, Mennonites,
and others from military duty does not rest upon, or date from, an
Order in Council adopted in 1873 but upon a statute o law passed in
1867, which is not a measure of the nature of a special inducement to
intending settlers, passed for the occasion, but a statement of policy
and principle.

The Mennonites of Russia having received invitations also from the
other countries first sent out a delegation teo investigate and study
conditions. They had an interview with the Canadian governwent and
told it plainly that while they would endeavor to the utroest to be
loyal and obedient citizens they could not particigpate in any acts of
war, the shedding of human blood, gfor any cause whatever, being
contra ry to their religious convictions.

They also told the government that they were used to corducting
their own schoold and that they would like to enjoy the same privilege
in this country. y

To these representations the government made answer by an Order in
Council passed on July 23, 1873, and which reads in part as follows:-
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"An entire exemption from military service is by law and Order in
Council granted to the denomination of Christians called Mennonites."

"The fullest privilege of exercising their relicious principles
is by law afforded to the Mennonites without any kind of moestation
or restriction whatever; and the same privilege extends to the educa-
tion of their children in their schools.?

With those documents in their hands the delegates returned to Russia.
The pro's ahd con's as to whether to move to Canada or the United States,
wvhere the climatic conditions were more inviting, were discussed, and
a large portion of the Mennonites decided, just because of these assur-
ances, to settle in Canada. They wonld not be here had it not been for
the invitation and the assurances of the Canaddan government in whose
sincerity they put implicit trust. In this trustful attitude they were
confirmed by His Excell ency, the Governor General, Lerd Dufferin, who
on the occasion of a visit to them in 1877 wékccmed them in the follow-
ing words:- -

"You have come to a country where the people with whom you are
associated are engaged in a great battle"....."The enemies in this battle
are not human beings".....The battle to whice we invite you is the
battle against the wilderness"....."You will not be required 6o shed
human blood"...."You have come, seeking for peace and peace at lease we
can promise you."

After this war had broken out conflicting reports as to the inten-
tions of the government began to reach the Mennonites+ They therefore
sent a delegation to Ottawa to make sure of their pesition. Their
fears were quiéted by a written assurarce that "Canada will respect
to the utmost its obligations under that Order in Council, "but that ,"
in the words of the reply, "Every member of the Mennonite community
is expected, in fact it is his duty, to devote his energies to the
utmost of his ability in increasing the production of agricultural
products in Western Canada during the preseht war. In that way he can
render National Service, which while not essential to the success of our
causey is as important as military service, for the reason that armies
cannot exist withott foofd."

It is matter of dommon knowledge that alsso the Military Service Act
passed at the begirning of this war affirms the intention of the
government to stand by its agreements.
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aprreciated,

i /‘? Mennonite Archives of Ontario g
7 /‘/
,/
) ViNdhsddn@ubang. , May 21lst, 1919,
MT. »L..Lbui ¥ éja L(\JEGIS, z
408 Imparidl 01l 3ldg.
Ldoronue Unt, .
Doax Siri- : ;
Having bad sone coryrespondence with the Amerxicen Frieunds
Servigs Counities of Fhiladelphia relstive to some literatyre, I was
foformed that wou were imterested iz this work as e representative of
the iFriends Soeciety in Cauada,

Qux lenneaite Sosilely has been rendering assistance 1n
reliaf work amd the Ontario Congregations have been cenbtribating throagh
various orsenizations, Can you inform us whéther clothing ox other matelw

. - Y =
i8le ars needed or what apsistance counld be rendered at the present time¥
O ‘|
o During this EGDSIOL of the Legislature at Otiawa we are :
wase interested in.krowiﬁg shet will be the attitude of the Governaent |
' L ?

eward,tha peovle of Honwresigtant belief, Can you inform me if any actir
g 23 ) 1

bezng teken be the Friends a8 to yreserving their rights as ¢liizgens?

@ are corresponding with several manherﬁ of the Legislature who have

‘given us sssistapmee under the militarw Service vegulaiions in freelng

.

our young aen from astive axay service, -
Qur Committaa rapxe cate the umish and Tunkerb eaﬁmciallz

of Ontatlo, and soao congregations aliiad with ths Ontarie Confarences

in ‘hs ‘estern rroviucot. j iy »,‘ ; s : _{
Por 1lantif103tion i muy rafér y&ﬁ te ﬁissunoyér ang .

o Misa iismer whom, I believe, are 1n\yuwr employ ana a¢sb of ?lualun&f

Any intbfmntlen thet you &ay_be 1be tc give us will e grga&lv i 3

Yours <vruly,

- s
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G.M.

OFFICE OF

THE MINISTER OF IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION
OTTAWA, CANADA

23rd May, 1919.

Dear Bir:-

In the absence of the Minister,
Honourable Mr. Calder, I beg to acknowledge
receipt of & communication dated lay 19th, signed
"For the Committee" dealing with the amendments
to the Immigration Act, and not knowing exactly
who the communicationvis from, I am sending an
acknowledgment thereto to you, as youwill
doubtless know something about it.

The contents of ﬁéﬁ? letter have
been very carefully noted, and, in due course,
a copy of the new Act as passed by Parliament
will be sent to you, So that you may be able
to see exactly the legislation which has been

enacted.

Very truly yours,

Se. P, Coffman, Esq., W
’LCKMCL_’j

Vineland, Ontario.

Private Secretary.






