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Markham, Ont. June 11, 1919,

S.F.Coffman,
Vineland, ont.

Dear brother, Greetings:-

I am enclosing ny correspondence with Rev.
Hamilton re. the Imperiasl Act of 1749. I an disappointed in this that
there was no'find'for us. I am sending it to you in the hone that trere
nay be some clue for vou. I an not continuing the corrésnohdencc
Kindly returm these sheets as I wish to keep them on file. T Fone that

you are all well.

Fraternally,

PA. P vy el Vhe " Plalommers ao ) otiven
T oenat efic. )4
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A STATEMENT IN REGARD TO THE POSITION OF THE
| MORAVIAN CHURCH ON THE SUBJECT OF
MILITARY SERVICE.

3Y BISHCOP CLEMEMT HOYLER.,

In view of the fact that a limited numdler of young nen are apply-
ing for exemption from Willtary Service on the ground of thelr belong-
Ing to the Moravian Crurch, the follow ing rather full statement has
been carefully nrepared for the information of the Tribunals anvointed
to examine such claims for exenption.

I, Facts about the Moravian Church in Canada.

Our denomination was incornorated in Canada May 19. 1909.
On July 1. 1917, our total membership In Canada numbered 1488,
of whick 761 were full comrunlcants.

Voot &f our members live In Alberta and are furmers.

About 059 are former vesldents of Russia and thér chlldeen. In
Russla, as well as Iin Poland, Moravians used to be exemnt from military
service.

| The nreoclamation of Oct.13, 1817 affected about fifty of our young
nen. Of these fifty, verhaps fully one-half are temvorarilly disfran-
chised by the War-Times Election Act. The renalnder are largely indls-
pensable on the farm. Some are physically unfit. Verv few will need to
be exenpted soley on cosclenticus grounds,

Strict membeeship 1lats are kept by all of our minilsters, so
that every assurance can be given that none eun clalm exemption as
Moravians unless they have been members in good standing on or before
July 6., 1917, o

NOTE: Theé Moravian Church,established by the followers of John
Hus, the Boremlan Reformer, 1s an international Ghurch, found through-
out civilized and heathen lands. In England 1t 18 favorsbly known for
1ts missionary and education work. Former Premler Asquith.e.g., as
mentioned in The Standard Bucyclopedia Vol.£. v.343. was educated in
the Voravian Boys' School,at Fulneek,near Leeds. ) ‘

, ; TR SN
II. Data showing the historic vosition of the Moravian Church

In_regard to warfare, -
B
A.- Non-Moravian Sources. !

\1/ The Standurd Encyolopodlp,publlahsd}lﬁ’1918, by Funk &Wagnalls,
New York and London, under the artlcle, "Voravians® ,Velll?, p.430,
refers to them as holding “"that Christians lhoﬁlﬁfliy‘QIIV distinctions
of rank and abstaln from military se¥vice and the use of oaths."”

\2/ *The Puthfinder®, a widely-circulated weekly journal, vwublished
in Washington,D.C.,in its &ssue of Sept.1,1017, p.z;o’lpoatixof the
Moravians as one of the religluus bedles, "whose creeds bar the bearing
of arms®. €0

\3/ "A Manual®,published about a year ago by &
Gulick, 105 E.22nd. St., Yew York Clty, on bchaﬁt of

‘Rev.Sldney L.
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sl
for promoting International Friendship, alludes to the veace work of
the Moravians, Mennonites and Quakers, p.24.

4/ During the American Revolutlionary War, members of the Moravian
Church refused to bear arms againstEngland and were subjected to to
heavy fines und even imprisonment, at the hands of American authorlties.
Similar cases occurred during the war of 181%2.

B.- Moravian Authorities.

Whlle the Moravian Church has never formulated a rigid creed,to
which its members must subscribe, and while even during trhis present war
»80 far as the writer knows, none of our members anywhere have been
expelled or exclutled from church membership on account of having volun-
tarily enlisted for active service, nevertheless our appeal has always
been directly to the Bible, particularily to the New Testament, and our
unalterable conviction as bellievers, held through many years and centur-
les, has been that the bearing of ams and the taking of oaths o0s oppos-
ed to the teaching of Christ.

This pvosition of our Churck was formally and legally recognized
Oy the British Parliament which,in the year 1749 , vassed an Act exempt-
ing from military service and the taking of oaths of all Moravians
throughout the British @mpire. This Act, - which was introduced intm
Parliament by General Oglethorpe, the Military Governor of Georgla,
and was strongly supported In the Lower House by Horace Walpole and
others, and in the Upper House by Bishov Sherlock and varlous high
Eccleslastics, by LordsGranville, Chesterfield, Argyle,etc., and by the
Prince off Wales, - was passed by the House of Commons on April 26,
and by the House of Lords on May 12, 1749, It recelved the Royal Sig-
nature on June 6, 1749, This Act has never been repealed by the British
Parliament, and , according to Bishop J, Taylor Hamilton,of Bethlehemn,
Pa., who 18 an avthority on Moravian Church Hostory,and with whom the
writer discussed the matter in July of this year, the Act is as fully
in force today as it was in 1749. To quote from Bishop Hamilton's "
"History of the Moravian Church", published in Bethlehem,Pa. ,in 1900,
P.137: By this Act \1.e. the Act of 1749 granting to Moravians exemps-
lon from military service and the taking of oaths/ the Moravian Church
was recogrlzed as Protestant Episcopal Church, and its members formally
granted full liberty of conscien ce and wordhip throughout Britain and
its Dependencies”,

III. The attitude taken Hhy the Dominion Government
towards the Moravians in Canada,

Two months ago this matter was taken up, on bpehalf of the Moravians
In Canada, with the Govermment at Ottawa, and the Hon. Arthur Meighen,
who was then Sollsitor General and who is the author of the Military
Service Act, very courteously rCplied, acknowledging that In case there
should be any conflict between the vresent Military Service Act of
Canada and the British Act of 1749.the latter would naturally have the

A-\\\——— " s ; i *
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pre-eninence. Sneaklng of the Yoravian Chureh In Canuda at thls tine,
Mr, Melghen further says in his letter of 8Sent.l1l0. 1217, “All 1its memces
are at full liberty to anply to the local Tribunals establlished by the
Act and claln exemptions on consclentious gzrounds®., The full corresponde

will be submitted to any Tribunal rcequesting 1.

IV. General Renarks,

\1/ voravians 1r Camada do not «lgh to be classed as slackers or
shirkers, A few have voluntartly enilated, Two have heen killed in
action, one fronm Alberta und one from Saskatcheran.

\9/ Others have contributed o various funds, In a sveecch deliver-
¢d by the Hon, Frank Oliver, in the House of Commond \Bee Hansard Report
,8evps. B, 1217,/ he refess Lo the Noravians in one of the Albersa
Provinclal Conatisuencles as having been "tre most liberal contributors
to the Patrlotic Pund in that dlstrict®,

\8/ Fearly 2ll of then belng agricultralists, and of an indust-
rious and thrifiy crarscter, thay rave contributed largely toward the
food sunply of tre Ennire.

\4/ We belleve that those ,wh o are now clalning exenntdédn vecause
of thelr membershiy In the Yoraviun Chureh, do 30 on consclentiocus

gerounds,

\F/ ™e writer of this statemens, who mavy not be nersenally knowm
to tre nenmbers of the Tribunals, came 0 the Edmonton Distrlot 22 years
ago and has reslded in Woste™ Canada ever since. If Necessacy,he oan
refer Lo any of the following nrominent cltizens of Alberta: Bighop
H.A.Gray, Dr D.G.¥eOueen, The Hon.Frank Oliver,The Hon.A.C.Rutherfoed,
The Hon. W.H.Cushing, Mayor Henry, H¥essrs. J.M, andR,.B.Douglas,0.Bush,
G.¥.Downes and many others,

\6/ The welter i3 vorsonally acqualnted with nrueticadly every
one of the young Moravians clalning exemntion at this time and will

chegerfully ansgwer any further questions vaut to him by nembers of the
Tribunals,elther in person, or by letter, or by shone.

Blston of the “Yoravian Churel,
OBAT7 -24th, Avenue,
Edmonton South,

Albo rta.




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

44

/ e o
® L - e
i v - ~
o o
- - / L]
> -
i 5
3
- ~ - ~
y g ¢
lie
S Ad ~ ik — 5
- 3 -
2 -
cos ’
4 o s > “u
e &
— -
3 - ) 3
1 L -
~ ~
L ¥ e 9 y
“de < “




Mennonite Archives of Ontario



gf—
Mennonite Archives of Ontario :

liarkham Ont,, May 16th, 1919.
Rev, J. Taylor Hamilton,
Bethlehem Pa.
Dear Bir end Brother:-

' In aletter to Bishop Clement Hoyler, Alberta, I
g@sked about the stetus of the Moravian Church in C.nsda on the Militery
Service Question. In reply he sent me the"Statement" which he issued some
time age. Li is very interesting, for by this I see thet your people have
been gacing these problems in the same ay e our Memnonite Church s. 1
wes especia 1y interested inm the favt that in 1749 the Imperial Parlisment
enected & messure which gave militsry exemption ete. to the Moravian Churel

Brother Moyler alee mentions your neme as an authority on the subjeet.
I had not krown of eny such law, and neturally would like to now whethe »
in the ssne Aet there might be suy mention of other sects such as llennonit
Punke s and Quakers. These three bodies are grouped together in the Danse~
dian laws re. exemptions &g early as the beginring of the 19%th Tentury,

Will you kindly let me have such extracte from the 1749 Aet as sre re=~
izted %0 the above named bodies in the matter of exemption from Uilitery
gervice Ste., Also give the exact title of the Act and the London address
t0o which I might write for futther information if that were necessary,
I shell willingly pay for this. :
L¢Jd/Burkholder,

Worawian College and Theolegieal Seminary,
Bethlehem Te.
June 5th 1919.
The Rev., L. J. Burkholder, loderator of the Mennonite Conference of Om-
Yario, Markham Ontario,
Dear Sir and Brotheri-

I foel very much ashemed that I must first of 81l beg your pardon for
not socner renlying to your letier of inguiry of Hay 16, It resched me
iugt before our annual exquinations ad they were followed by %he busy and
distracting duties of the Comuencement Season, ,

I am afsid, That I cam give you very little that will be of servoue

40 uou in cornectlon with the matter to waich you refer. Phe hct of Pop-
liement, whivh passed its third rcadimg in the House of Cmmons on April
16, 1749, was sanctioned b the House of Lords om May l2th in that year,
and received the Rojal signature on June 6, wasthe outcome of petitions

agking for definite iuvestigation of the status of the Unltas Fratrum of
Morsavian Church of the United Brethren =~ investigation that was carxied
on by Comuittees appointed by both Houses during a considerable gtreteh
of time. Thig investigation was desimwed by the Brethren hecsuse of
hostile demcongtrations and mob violence experienced by them in London as
Far back cg 1740, on account also 0f & popular prejudice taht most strang
1y confused them with Roman Catholics in The North of HEngland, and bhecaut
of repregsive legislation directed ag@inst our missionaries in %he colomy
of Hew York in 1744, What was at stske wes much more than the Ifreelng
of our church from the obligation to take the judieial oath and To engage
in military service. These matters were only incidental, I should judge.
First and foremost was the desire of the leaders of our church to have it
gtatus investhgeted and then established as that of an old evangelical b¢
of @hrigtian with an episcopal orgenization. One hundred and thiriy-fiwc
document were offered in substentiation of this., The investigation cem=
mittees reported favorably. _Besides, through the advocacy of General
Oglethorpe in the House of C mmons and Loxds Dublin and Sydeshan in the
Uoper House, the Moravian BxQthren were granted s dispensation from the
oath of fealty and were placed on the same footing as the Friends.(The
Quakers sre not mentiomed in the Act of 1749.) That is, &t leatt ug un-
derstanding oi the ease. The Act meand first of all the granting of

liberty of conscience and undisturbed worship in Britain and all its :

T - [ 4—————4
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GOLoNIEa; then, secondly freegog—ég-r& the taking of jvdicial oaths and from
militery service,{ A momey payment to be mads instead when a member of the
sald church sghould be required to serve or be musteved,) The documents
in quegiisn, bound together, make quite & bulky beek, 1 have been through
then seversl times, snd 4o mot remenbor, that iu suy of the many mama~-
seripts m ntion i8 mede of your Brethren or of the Tunker Brethren, over
the page I ecopy the title of the Aet ap printed by suthority of Parijisment

To whom wou should apply for addaitionel informaticn, I regret o wrise,
L 40 ned Imow,

Atk Xind regavde 1 zm sipcerely yours,
fdgred,~ J. Taylor Hamilton,

% s gl TV iendls i 20
+QPpLs8 of el T SN VR - PR
aAn Aod Sne the Paonle meosm by the Heme of Units

se Yratyam
y .

i 4 /) i S - - 1_
or United settle in His MajestPte Colomies in imexies.”

Pe 8. ~ I may add that the “rlinentary procecd!ngs eovered the veriok
- i s -~ b X ) e (o - £l % b & - 33 o | 5
from Hov, lo , L7477 0 June 6% 1749, = di Pu Hs
AR O “ - i A 8 g« Rasous TT » - B e ;
48 GH8 4% FOuX $ w08 YeLEN 3 A XY &9 I an s¢t. was pass 2d

goome naturalized in the Amerieau

1 oy S
oV ? }tv’i ag 00X ‘:'"‘i. 8 2¢ i.v wayae '.,}‘CQ« ‘Jlded

Golonicm, snd in 1746 (Rev. 18)
%0 the loravian Brethren and 81 gn ers, WA
gongeionticusly seruple the taking of an oath, are mettled 1 Hius Hajesty'ts
Cclonies, Steo, © But $his aet says nothing sbont exemption from mille

o~
B cp - 3 "
WRIY BSeIViCe.
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Rev, J. Taylor Hamilton,
Bethlehen Pa. ‘

Dear Bix and Brotherti- :
In aletter to Bishon CGioment Hoyler, Alberta, 1
asked about the status of the Moravian Churga in § nsds On the Miliitary
Bervice Luvsatlon, In xeply he sent me ths'ﬁtntumen“ whick he issusd some
$ime ago. I is very interesting, for by this I mee thet your pecple have
been geeling these problems in the ssme ay as our HMemnonite Church s. £
was esvecle 1y interested iv the fart that in 1749 the Imporisl farlianent
enscted & weaswre which gave military exemption ete. %o the Moravian Chuwel,

Brothey Moyler elss mentione your neme ag an authority on the subjeet.

I hed not known of any such law, snd natursally would like to inow whethe ¥ |
in the samo Act theve might be sny mention of othaer sects such asg Mennenites
Pomke & and Quakers, Thene three bodies are grouped together in the Lanas

dian lawe re, exemniions as aearly &s the begimming of the 19th Century,

Will wyou Zindly leot me have guch extrects from She 1749 Act a8 are re~
lated te the above nancd bodiss iy the matter of exempiion from Hilitawy
gervice Ete. Also give the exuct $itle of the Aet and the London address
$0 which I might write for fukther lnformation if that were nocessary.

d ghal]l willingly pay for this,
Lgd Burkheldey.

Morswian Gellege and Theologlesl “eminary,
Lethiehom Pe,
June Sth 1919,
The Bev. L. J. Barkholder, Yoderator of the Mennonite Conference of Une

tario, MNMarvhem Ontario.
Dear Sir and Brotheri-
I foel very mnch evhsmed thet I must firet of g1l bYeg your vardon for
pot soomer raplying to your letter of inguiry of May 15, I$ rasched ma
fugt before our smnusl exquinations ad they wers fellowed by Yhe busy snd

&ietraoting dunties of tlie Comiecuncement Scason.
I sn afadd, That I cam give you very 1little that will be of mervoc.e
%0 wou in ecrnection wit: the matter to which you yefer, The Aot of POpe
lisment, whivh pessed 1ts third resding in the House of Cmnons on Apxild
26, 1749, wos sanctioned b the Houvse of Lords on May 12th in that yeaw,
s recoived the Re¥al signaturs on June 6, wasthe outcome of petitions
asking for definite investigation of the status of the Unitag Fratrum of

Korevien Chureh of the United Brethren - investipstion that was carried
¢8 by Comaitiees appeinted by bolth Houses during & e¢asiderable stretch
of time. Ihis investigation was deviwed by the Brethren becemse of
Rostile domongtrations end modb violence experienced by %them in loundon as
far back 28 1740, ou sceeunt slso of & popular prejudice taht most stranges
1y eomfused them with Romsn Cotholles in the North of Englend, srd hecanse -
of Yeourcasive legislation directed aglinet vy mipsiongries in the colomy
of Hew Tork in 1744, What wes st gtake was much mowre than the freeing
o< oux church Irom the obligation tc take the Jjudleisl ¢ath amd Vo enguge
1a allitery service. [These matiers were only incidental, I should judge.
Fivet and foremost was the desize of the leaders of our ghureh o have ite
status investigated end thern established as that of su o0ld evangelical bodyt
of Ouristian with au episcopsl orgauization, One hundrsd amd thirty-fiwc
docunent were offexed gubstantiation of this, The investlgation coms

£ mittees reported favorably. _Besides, tlwough the advocsey of Ueneral

L Oglothorpe iun the House of C _muons and Lords Dublin end Sydenbam in the

; Uoper Heuse, the loravian BxRthren were granted & dispensation fxom the

g oath of Tealty and were placed on the same fouting as the Priends.(The

i Quakers arve not mentioned ium the Aot of 1749,) That is, &t least my un-

B rebanding of the ease. The Act meank Lirst of all the Wtiﬁ ot

1iberty of conscience and undisturbed worship in Britain and all its
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66LoHIBE; then, secondly freegwg‘%f%m the taking of judicial oaths and fro
military service.( A monmey payment to be made instead when & member of the
said church should be required %o serve or be mustered. ) The documents
in question, bound together, meke quite a bulky beok, I have been through
them several times, and do not remenber, that in any of the many mamu-
geripts mention is msde of your Brethren or of the Tunker Brethren., over
the page I copy the title of the Act as printed by authority of Parliament

fo whom you should apply for sdditional informetion, I regret %o write,
I 4o not know, :

With kind regards I am sincerely yours, '
; Signed,~ J. Taylor Hamilton,

Gopize of Extracts.-
Win Act for encouraging the Pecple known by the Name of Unitas Fratruam
or United Brethren, to settle in His Majest¥'s Colonies in dmerieca.”

]

= 5 5 33 3 e & e 3 :
Ps S5« = I may add that the rlimentary proceedi ngs covered the period
from Hov, 1o, 1747 to Juune 65 1749, = J. 2, H.

In the 13th year of the reign of King Beorge 11 an =ct was passed
enabling fomeign protestante to become naturalized in the American
Goloniss, and in 1746 (Wov, 18) the provisions of this act were extended
$o the lLioravian Brethren and "Other foreign Protestants not Juakers, whe
eonscientionsly seruple the toking of sn oath, are settled i His Majesty

Colonies, Lte. " But this act says nothing sboul exemptiom from milie
tary service.
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Vineland Ont,., December 17%h, 1919,
Chief of Tmaigration Department, :

Niagara Palls Ont,
‘ With reflermfice to the case of Rev, George J. lapp,
& liinister of the Hennonite Chureh who entered Cgnada on the 12,45 P,
GeTslia train from suspension Bridge H. Y. and whoss destination was

Vineland Ont, on the 29th November,

he enclosed copy of the letter from the Yepartuest of
Immigration and Colonisation wus made frowm ithe oxiglnal whalch was

\

Teceived i xepl? to an inquixy %o the Lemritment coucerning the entrance
of the percors named therein. I trust that this may be of some use

30 you. I truet that this interpretstion of the @ct‘mag D h;~1i‘ﬁ o
'ciory~case of ouv people entering Camsda and thaet further ineonvenel ence
and annoyance may De avoided.

Tahnking you for the ¢ urtscies ¢xtended, 1 an,

gt
ot

Respectifulliy,

P N : . : i i S
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Py Cor 2930
Privy Council
Canada

AT THE GOVERNMENT HOUSE AT OTTAWA
MMonday the R29th day of November, 1920,

PRESENT
HIS EXCELLENCY
THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL,

WHEREAS information has been received
showing that in various parts of Canada a considerable
amount of unemployment now exists and that certain
classes of workers, partictilarly mechanics, artisans
and labourers find difficulty in obtaining steady em~
ployment ;

AND VHEREAS the prospects for e..>loyment
are not likely to improve during the next few months;

THEREFORE His Ixcellency the Governor
General in Council, on the recommendation of the
Minister of Immigration and Colonization, is pleased
to order and it is hereby ordered that the provisions
and requirements of paragraphs 1 to 3 inclusive of the
Order in Council of 9th May, 1910, (P.C, 924} for
immigrants of the mechanic, artisan and labourer
classes, whether skilled or unskilled, be temporarily
suspended, and the following be substituted therefor;

1. No immigrant of the mechanic, artisan or labourer
classes, whether skilled or unskilled, shall be allowed
"To land in Canada unless he possesses in his own right
money to the amount of $350, and in addition trans~
portation to his destination in Canada,

2 If an immigrant of the mechanic, artisan or labourer
classes, whether skilled or unskilled, is accompanied
by his family or any member thereof, the foregoing
regulations shall not apply to such family or members
theredof, if the head of the family possess ian his own
right, in addition to'transportatgon for his family to
destination in Canada, a further sum of money
equivalent to $125.00 for every member of the family
of the age of 18 years or upwards, and 50,00 for each
child of the age of § years, and under the age of 18
yearsa.

Da The provisions of the two preceding para%raphs shall be
applicable as from the 15th day of December, 1920, to
immigrants of the classes herein specified, who land in
Canada from foreign contiguous territory and to other
immigrants of the classes specified who land in Canada
from other countries on or after the 1lst day of January,

1921
4, Unless otherwise ordered these regulations suall remain
E in effect until the 31lst day of March, 1921, and on the

~expiration of these regulations the provisions and
requirements of paragraphs 1 to 3 inclusive of the Order
in Council of 9th May, 1910, (P.C. 924} shall again
become operative to immigrants of the mechanic, artisan
and labourer classes.

* {SGD) Rodolphe Boudreau

Clerk of the Privy Council,

i
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AT THE GOVERNMENT HOUSE AT OTTAVA
saturday the 19th day of Morch,. 1921
PRESENT:

EIS EZCELLENCY
THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL.

\THEREAS under the provisions of the
Order in Couneil of the 29th November, 1920,
({P.C. 2950},.it is required that immigrants of
the tiechanic, artisan and iabourer gclasses,
whetHer skilled or.unskilied, shall be in
possession of (250,00 as a condition of linding
in Canada;
AND VHEREAS the Acting lfinister of
e e it 5 o o L 2
of the existing employment conditions, that the
said Order in Council be extended and remain in
effect until otherwise ordered;
THEREFORE His B:icellency the Governor
Ccneral in Council is pleased to order and it is
hereby ordered that the Ordcr ia Council of the
29th Novcrber, 1920, above mentioned, be extended

and remain in force and effect until otherwisze

ordered.

{sGD) Gi&% Kezer

Asst. Clerk of the Privy Council,

4zation recommends, in view
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ottawa, Canads, July 20th, lo21,

An interview with Sir Georse Foster, Acting
Premier of Canada, by & SxmuXiisx delegation of Mennonites,
consisting o§g§A.A.Frieson, representing the Megggqitoa of
South Russia, HeH.Ewert of Gretna, lanitoba, and H.

of Mennonites, S.F.Coffman of Vineland, Ontario, repre-

senting semi-offlcially the Ontario Conference of lennonites,

and D.lM.Reesor of Markham, Ontario, unofficially.
Oe

'y
The deleagation was initroduced by Rl!. BeF.Coff~

@aan who «180 presented the objects of the interview,

Bro., H.HeEwert then read the umemorandum representing the
dentiment of the Central Cansda Conference, and Bro. A.A.
Friesen read 2 statement concerning the lMennonites in
Bouth Russia and requesting & favorable consideration

of their proposed imnigration to Canada,

Sir G80ﬁ§gn3ﬁ§u red Bro., Fveet concerning
the standard of the three collegiate insitutes in the West
and was told that they incicdentsally prepare students for
university matriculation but that their main object was %o
prepsre teachers for the schools within the Méennonite
setileuents, that these teaciers pasred the provincial exse
minations and held certificates of the third, second and
first class, and that they becime a body with the other
teachers in the Province.

21 George further mentioned that he had
heard that Mennoniles were leaving Canada and searching
for locatlon &n other countries and was surprised that they
even @XAxiaximx took 01d Nexigo iuto consideratione Bro.
Bvert replied that this was % case with oanly & part of
the Mennonites who are estrenely qconservative and who can
not be looke & upon &8 represenfiiaives of Mennonites in
general, tnal Ghe liennonites ‘are organized on the congregh-
Lional principle and that very diversed Cevelopments will
Some tlmes taike place in dilferent congresationsy that
the matter of emlgration was indeed discussed by.- these
coh§§€vat1ve dennonites but thet & great many difficulties
had” %o Le overcome and {hat nobody could tell of the
eventual extent of this novement. Then Bro. Goffman
observed@ that there was no thouzht on the part of the
Ontario Menncnltes of departing from the country, that
these people had Leen in Cenada for over one hundred
Jears and had adoptled the public schools from their
beginning,

; Sir George Turther inocuired whether the
progress in educstlon was spreading and was then told by
Bro. Evert that 30 years ago thep® had been piragtically no
public school#® amon;; the jemonites and that after his
ins ectorate of 12 years were over 40 p.blk schools among
Lnemn .

s 3 wir George asied further whether the prin-
elple of Noun-resistance was the only %hing in which our

i
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A.Neufﬂld
of Herbseri, Sﬁgg., representing the Central Canada Conference
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people came in comflict with the Governnent poliecy. It
was stated that it was positively the guly thing and
that in &ll other respects liennonites most anxious
to comply with the laws of the country.

Sir George then called upon Bro. Friesen to
presenv his petlition, to which he listened with deep in-
Lerest and sceming sympathy.

Sir Gecrge said:' what answer would you give
to this quesation’ RhxXx nuuxst ks ke usr il the Uennonites
in Cankda& hive Decome 8o dissatisfied that tney are
leaviug the country what would be tuﬂ use of i&ag otoers
of the same class to come iny Bro. Ewert realyin this
question sxkid there would be no use il the jiennonites
were all of ilhe came stamp but they were not, that the
Lennonitves in Russia were & most progressive people and
Would zive lhe Government no trouble in school matters.

Sir Georze expres.ed his sympathy with the
suilering whieh the idennonites in R ssia are enduring
&nd asied how kkmws their enigration from Russia could be
Ploanced. Bro. Friesen explained that his people owned
four and &« half million acres of land in Russia which
if 1% could be disposed of through proper chaunels would
Tinance thelr removal if not disgosed of u 1p could be

received through sympathebic brethren in Arerica.

Sir George ascked wiere wad‘s could be found
ln Canada suitable for seut¢iuu. Bros. Friesen who had
travelled Wurough the West replied that -'--w’-./ people wio
had too lhlob lendnoldings would Le glad to sell and that
ke rge tracta of land Lad boen offered to tiem by the offi-

s e

R m il e
CL&1S . e Can -w.a.-u& e u.;..L ic F o uL‘P d.(.;

LI ter Lhese explenations have been made the
Actin; Bremnierx Gpresuad rogret that the dinister of
lomigration and Coloni:étlon Wwas absent from the oity and
promised that these petillons would be presented to him
on nis return, also stating thet he in his capacity &x of
rrime inister would bring these nmutters to the attention
Cf his Collaa SUES,

After ageeriaining the proper address for
officialm ocorres ondance the inte FView was concluded, -
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- HON-RZILSTASY RELIEF QRGANLEAZION.

Deay Szethreni- Greeting.

The Chaizmmn of the Soneilosistant Hdlief Uzgmnizatien,

By othey Samusl Geudde, has instyucted your Seeretery to isme this eall
for the snvmel Mecting of the ganigation %0 be held ia Kitchensy Ont.,
on Wednesday, Apgil 9, at 9 efolook i« s The place of meeting in
Eitcheney has uot been definitely determined, Unless otheywise notdfied
the meubeys shall apply to Brothex M. & Czressman &t his steze on
Sing Stzeot lpet, for definite information ag %o the place of mecting,

The regular annusl m&hon of the ozganisation will be transested
and eny other business which nay be brought fefore the mesting et that time,

Tourse in faith and seyviae,

f‘“""""‘*”"*"‘*”;’w“’“”“”‘“"" e 1 e ¥ UeTinan, Sec., Trean. g 1
dombae of the vpgewisetion,
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