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RUSSTIANSMENROMNITE T MTIGRAWTS
ot the 1920°%s (Ontario)

Interview #1: Tave #1, sides A and B (105 winutes)

Cornelius, born 1892,

Interviever: Henry Paetlau

Date:

Place:

Tuescay, Hay 25, 1976.
%80 Joseph St., New Harmburrs, Ont.

Lanpuare: German
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Side A

Introduction
Biographical data; Forstel service
Covernment: ~liguidation of land
-protest and attempted "Holl¥ncdereil
Revolution: ~-Ferensky, Stalin
{ -concern to preserve life
Cerman army occusation
under the White arnmy
under the Red aray
Frdrration: ~LD.B. Janz
Arerican aid: -lMiller

Fcondomic conditions: ~under Lenin and Stali=

1

\ ~starvation; little ho e
Emirration: -process and »rocedure
-personal feelinrs and reflections
~trip out of Russiaj; on the boat
Arrival in Canada: -Quebec city
~feelings upon arrival

Farly vears in Ontario
-on the farm, other Jjobs ,
-comment on Premier Bennets
Cwn harngss and sioe repalr shon
Influence of euxperiences on the fanmily
Attendins a Luthern CUurCh
Reiseschuld

Attitude of Canadians to immipgration, iomigrants,

Ruhc‘
Jacob H. Janzen
Learning the languare: education of children
Lemembering the past :
Interviewar's comments and evaluation

Side B :

22.2.1




RUSSTAN~METHNEONT 'S TIMMIGRARTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #2: Tape #2, sides A and B (110 minutes)
Interviewee: TEIESSEN, David, born in March, 18%4.
Interviewer: [Ienry Paethkau

Dete: ‘Wednesday, iay 26, 1976.

Place: 32 Wlgin Street, Waterloo, Ont.

Language: Cerman

5083I70T INTEX (in minutes)

Side A

00-01 Introdution
~0L4 Biographical datay Forstel service
0L4=~08 Revolution: ~welcomed by many
-coming of the Germans
08~11 Peasant unrest in 1910
11=-14 Makhno raids and flight to Crinea
14-19 conditions under the Bolsheviks
19-22 4in the White army
22«29 FHeonomice conditions azter the Revolution
29-3L Emigration: -getting Relsepass
-0 hope for Russia
3L-%7 CGovernment: -Lenin, Yrotsky, Stalin
-local gov't.
37-L0 Religious life: «-worship with the MB's
LO-4L9 Emigration: -process
-leaders

L9-54  The trip
54-£0 in Canada: -arrival
‘ -on the farm in Menitoba
End of Side A
Side B
00-17 din Canada: ~first weeks on the farm
-"Be careful, the people here want to
take advantage of you."
{7-22 Attituvie of Kanadier to RusslHnder
re: Sebstschutz
22-2hL Patriotism in Russia; freedom in Canada
24=-%1 ‘The Depression
Z1=%5 Church life: ~first church
-with the MHE's
25«41 Jacob He. Janzen
4L1~-45 Canada becomes"home'
45=-50 Interviewer's comments

End of Side B



Tnterview #%: Tanre #7, sides A and B (111 minutes) *

RUSSTAN-VERNOFITE THEMICRANTS

of the 1920ts (Ontario)

Tape #9, sides 4 and B (117 minutes) o

Interviewees: NICKEL, Cornelius, born 1902

Agatha, born 1904

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau

Date:

Flace:

Wednesday, iay 26, 1977,

6 Dietz Ave. N., Waterloo, Ont.

Laninage: Enplish

SUBJECT IKDEX (in minutes) of nart #1, Tane #3

Side A
00-01
01-07
07-17
1724

2417
47-49
49-60

End of
Side B

00~-04
O4=-15

15-21
21-23
2%~-28

28-35

N

ul
]
~

5

45-51

End of

Introduction

Biographical information

War and Kevolutionary experiences

Politiecs: —attituvde toward the vsar
-under Kerensky

Experiences under iakhno

Chanrges in education

Helationship with Russian peasants

Side A

Treatment of peasants, cont!
Revolution: -changes in government
-clvil war
-affiliation with Reds and Whites
~-tax systen
Disruption of society and moral standards
Selbstschutz
Disruption of society,conte.
Famine
Post-revolutionary exveriences: -economic conditions
~-foreign aid
Emigration: -concern for
~leaders
-Nrocess
Interviewer's summary and evaluation
Other documents

Side B

see IO



evesDa™e 2

Interview #3. Part #2: Tave #9, sides A and 15 (117 minutes)
Date: ‘'Wuesday, June 8, 1976.

SURIECT IHDEA (in minutes)

Side

i

00~-01 Introduction
01-06 Emirration: ~trivn out
~medical insvection
06-10 Reiseschuld: 4.R. Kaufman
10~-20 FEwigration, cont.
20~31 Arrival in Canada: -quarantine (M¥rs. Nickel)
-billeting out with the Mennonites
31-52 ¥arly days in Canada (¥r. Nickel)
(for more detail see also his Personal Reminiscences
on microfilm in the archives)
52-57 Learning Enslish
57-60 Lonliness and homesiclkness for Ruseia

End of side A

Side B

00-01 Hiomesickness cont.
01-11 Church and religious 1life: -lMB's out west
~Ruseia and Anerica
=American evangelist erbert
Hoover in Russia
11-=17 Immigrant churches in Ontario
-progressive and conservative
17-232 The Ministry in Russia
23=28 Immigrant churches: -Vineland, J.B. Wiens
. ~Waterloo-Kitchener
28-37 J.M. Janzen '
37-41 Back in Russia: =-the ministry
~the »noor people
L1-49 Comments on the contemmorary situation, esp. noiitics
49-5% Self-povernment in Ruscia; emphasis on authority
5257 Interviewer's comments and evaluation

Fnd of side B




RUSSTAK=-VIHONI 'S TMMICTIATS

of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #4: Tape 74, sides A and B (120 minutes)®
Interviewee: CLASSEN, Alex, born 18987gch 1476
Interviewer: Fenry Paetkou
Date: Thursday, May 27, 1976.
Place: 1Y5 David Street, Kitchener, Ont.
Lanruage: Enrlish
SURJECT INDEX (in minutes)
Side A
00-01 Introduction
01-09 Bilorravhical data: -in the Selbstschutz
-in the White arnmy
09-17 Attitudes toward the w'sar, the Russian homeland
17-19 German liberation
19-32 Political: ~White army
~-Provisional Government
-Lenin, lrotsky
~Soviet Covernment
32-41 Military service: -the White army
~-the Red army
4L1-43 Conditions after the Revolution
43-56  Emirrations -leaders
-Troteky
-process and oprocedure
~feelinps toward Russia
56-50 Interviewer's comments
End of Side A

Side B

00-09 Emisration con't.
09-14 Arrival in Canadas -feelings, first Jjobs
~-relations with Kenadier

14~16 Flashback to Russia: why we left
16-27 Life in Canada: -the languare, at wvork
~Reiseschuld

~the first Christmas in Canada
27-39 As an artist: -the "Croun of Seven'" nainters club
(including VWoldemar Houfeld)
29-LlL adjusting to Canadian lifesr almost deported
L1~51 Church life: ~Luthern church

-~lennonite church and J.E. Janzen
51=-53 Attitude of Canadians
53-60 Personal feelings about Canada, Russia, Cormunism
End of Side B



RUSSTAV -V FMNHONITE ITHMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #5: Tape ¥5, sides A and B (113 minutes);xq?
Interviewee: PEI'ERS, Gerhard, born 190*, & IFelen, born
Taterviewer: ‘enry Paetkau

Date: Tuesday, June 1, 1976.

Place: 2L Rex Drive, Kitchener, Ont.

Tanruage: “nglish

SURJECT INDEX ( in minutes)

Side A

Q0-01 lIntoduction
01~21" Biographical data: Fr. Peters
HMrse. Peters
-saved by American aid
~-28 a teacher
21=-26 Attitude toward the Tsar
26=37 Revonlution: -~fear dominates
-political scene
-~attitude of Canadians
-land confiscation
~landless Menncnites
37-41, German occupation
Selbstschutz
44~-50 In the "German Battalion' of the White army
50-60 Conditions after the Revolution:
~contemporary couments
~fear
~cconomic situation
~relirgious life
End of Side A

Side B

00-08 ‘mmigration: -reasons
~-pProcess
~-marriape process
~feelings townrd Russian peonle
08-10 New Economic Policy
10~-16 Americon aid
16=2l1 Arrival in Canacda: -divicded into rroups
~HF0Tk
2L-3%2 Attitude of Cesnadian !'ennonites to then
22-L5 ERarly years: -working for various farmers
~-church
-relationship with HMB's
-J.H, Janzen
45-48 Reiseschuld
48-50 Acculturation
50-52 Impect of these experiences
52-58 Interviewer's comments and evaluation

End of 8ide B
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RUSSIAN-MEMNOMITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #6: Tape #6, sides A and B (101 minutes)’ /7

Interviewees: XNZUF®ELD, Wera, born 1902, Olga, born 1904,
Alice, born 1907.

Interviever: Henry Peoetkau

Date: VWednesday, June 2, 1976.

Place: 1%6 Dawson St., Waterloo, Ont.

Lanpguage: Fnglish

SURJIECT INDEX (in minutes)

Side A

00-01 Introduction

C1-08 Family Background

Relationsnhip with peasants

08~11 Attitude toward the Tsar

11=-30 Revolution: ~loss of land
~German occupation
-5elbstschutz
~iwhite army

30-37 Conditions after the Revolution

37-L5 Emigration: -leaders
-process
~attitude

LS-50 Arrival in Canada

50-5% The first years

53-58 Acculturation

53-60 Reiseschuld: A.R. Xaufman

End of Side A
Side B

00-03 Worship in first years
0%~09 Attitude of Canadians
09-18 Church: -with ¥B's
~-Services

18-25 J.H. Janzen: -''the right man"

-in Russia

~as5 playwright and author
25«28 Life in Russian villages
28-%1 Adjustments in Canada
31=3%7 Survival in Russia
%7--8 Attitudes: -political

~toward the past

38-4,1 Interviewer's comments and evaluation

Tnd of Side B



RUSSTANLENIIONITE THMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #7: Tane #7, sides A and B (100 minutes) -
Interviewee: DICK, Jacob P., born 1905.

Interviewer: Fenry Paetkau

Date: Thursday, June 3, 1976.

Place: 185 HMarshall St., Waterloo, Ont.

Lanruare: FEnglish

SURJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Side A

00-01 Introduction
01-06 Biogravhical information
06-12 Emigration: -reasons
~-process
-~feelings
12-20 HNew Economic Policy: changes that resulted
20-25 Relationship to Russian peasants
25«29 Politics: -attitude toward the Tsar
-political attitudes of Mennonites
2G-%5 Conditions after the Revolutiong
Changes in education
25-L45 BEmigration: -process
~-the trip
4,5-58 in Canada: -arrival
~buying and working a farm
-first impressions and feelings
58-60 Attitude of Kanadier

End of Side 4

‘Side B

00-01 Depression
01-08 Immigrant church: -organization
-J.H. Janren
08~11 Bducation
11=-13% Relations with HMB's
13-18 Accultvration
18-22 Attitu. .es of Kanadier: -Selbstschutsz
~alternative service in WW II
22-30 Politics: -Canadian government ‘
~Germanism, Hitler, World War IT
30-%3% Reflecltion on exneriences
37210 Interviewer's comments and evaluation

End of Side B

See also the microfilm cony of the manuscrin iy Father, Peter J.
. 1 Y » > f'\’

Dick, 187%-1952 for furtiher information. Vo
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RUSSIAN—NENNONITE ITUMIGRANLES
of the 1920%s {(Ontario)

Interview #8: Tabe’#S sides A and B (115 minutes) (.
Interviewee: UNRUH, Cormelius, born 1902,
Interviewer: ITenry Paetkau

Date: I‘onday, June 7, 1976.

Place: 208 Stanley Drive, Waterloo, Ont.

Lanruare: Enelish

SUBJECT IHDEX (in minutes)

Side A

00~01 Introduction
01-02 GEZiographical information
02=-05 Alternative service
05~09 Anti-German sentiments
09-11 Relation to peacants
11=-14 Patriotism of lKennonites
14=-20 Revolution: -factors in
~-Kerensky, Lenin
20-26 ‘tHakhno and the Selbstschutz
26=-%% Hew Bconomic Policy: -change in conditions and attitudes
~reversal under Stalin
23=37 The armies: -White army
~-Red arny
37-42 post-Revolutionary conditions: ~famine and survival
-a miracle

Le-46 Driving for the armies
L4L6-52 Emigration: -reasons
~leacders
~God's hand

52-57 Politics: ~Trotsky

-attitude toward
57-60 Inrenuity under adversity
End of side A
Bide B
CO~05 Enmigration and arrival in Canada
05-12 Relationship with XKenadier
12-16 Acculturation

Reiseschuld
16-2% Farly years in Canada
2%=%%  Immigrant church: -~with MB?
~J.He Janzen
-meeting with otnerv

%%-39 Acculturation; relations with (01ld) HMennonites
79-49 Reflecting on the expeiences
119-55 Interviewer's comments and evaluation

Encd of side B



RUSSIAN-MENFONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #9: Tape #10, sices A and B (74 minutes)

Interviewee: KLASSZN, Katherina, born 1885.
Interviewer: Yenry Paetkau

Date: Wednesday, June 9, 1976.

Place: 4A8 Elizabeth St., St. Marys, Ont.

Lanrunre: English

SURJBCT INDEX (in minutes)
Side A '

00-01 Introduction

01-08 Biorrphnical information

08-~20 War and Revolution: -flight to Kuban
~to Molotschna

20-27 ZEmigration: plans and procedure

27-34 Life in the Caucasus and Kuban

3h-4L4 Revolution: conditions and experiences

Lh-49 Enigration: trip out

49~5L Barly years in Canada

SL-55 Reiseschuld

56-60 Imnressions of Canada

¥nd of side A

Side B

00-07 Church attendance: -the family
-Baptist church

07-09 Reflection on experiences

09~14 Interviewer's comments and evaluation

End of side B



RUSSTIANMELROHTI TR IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #10: Tape #11, sides A and B (120 minutes){ -~
Interviewees: NS, FKerb, born in 1912
Farie, born in 1912

Interviewer: Tenry Paetkau
Date: Wednesday, June 9, 1974,
Place: 39 Dupont St. E., Waterloo, Cnt.
Language: Tnelish  (note restriction on Release Fornm)
SUBJIRCT IHDEX (in minutes)
Side A
00-01 Introduction
01-0% HMr. Herb Ennst' family backsground
0%~07 Inmnect of revolution on education
07-09 Family background of Mrs. Marie Enns
09-14 Relationsnip to Russians
14-18 Local governnment
18-20 the Tsar
20-23 Politics
23-28 Fconomic conditions during the Revolution
28-3%2 Cerman occupation
32-%6  Selbstschutz
26-45 Revolution and War
4L5-50 ZFEmigration: -reasons

-process

-the trip out

mnd of side A

Side B

00-04 The trip out, cont.
04~-07 Detention at Southampton
07-12 Arrival in Canada
12-20 Relations with the Kanadier
20-22  Church attendance
22«-2%  lIducation
25=7%0  J.Me. Janzen: -procsressive
~attitude toward WW.II
~Aeltester ,
~vwriter
36-4i2  Immirrant church
L2-57 Church and youth activities: -social life
~Lutheran church
~(014d) Hennonites

57-583 TReflecting on the exneriences
53-60 Interviewer's comments
End of side B



RUSSIAN-MEMNYMONITE IMMICRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #11: Tape #12, sides A and B (120 minutes), Part I ¢
Tape #15, sides A and B (118 minutes), P=rt 2 =
Tane #19, side A (60 minutes), Part 3 =
Interviewee: FAST, Jacob C., born 1901.

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau

Date: lionday, June 14, 1976,

Place: 53 Menno St., Waterloo, Ont.

Language: Enrlish

SURJACT INDEX (in minutes) of Part I, tape #12

Side A

00-01 Introduction

01-06 Biogravnhical information and family backpround
06-12 War and Revolution

12-17 German occupation; Makhno activity

17-2L Selbstschutz

2u4~30 Flight to Crimea: flight from the enemy

20-41 ¥conomic conditions: ~during the Revolution
-~drought and famine
L1-60 Military service in the peace-time army, refusal to bear
arms, anti-religious activity in the army

Bnd of side A

Side B

00-10 Bilitary service, conte
Demobilization
10-31 QReasons for change of attitude toward bearinrs arns
~expneriences and ideolorsy
=3 ilennonites and the armies: Red and White
%26-41 Relationship with surrounding villares: Lutheran and
Catholic
4L1-50 Politics: -tne Tsar
-Revolution of 1905
-attitude toward politics in the honme
50-5L TFather's business
5h-60  the February Revolution

nd of side B

sweeIOre
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Interview #11, Fart #2: Tare #15, sides A and & (118 minutes)

NDate:

Thursday, June 17, 1976.

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Side A

00-01
01-04
Oy-22

22-24

3h4=47

1752
52-55
55-60

End of

Side B

00-06
06=14
14~18
18-21
21=2%
2%.26
26=31
21-48

48-52

52-58

End of

Introduction
Enzagement in Russia
Family backeround of irs. Anna Fast, nee Lickel
-settlement in the Samara district
(see 2lso the Fanily Uistory of the Wiebe and lickel
FPamiliaes for more detailse. Comviled by Corneliuve liickel)
Emirration: ~the trio
-bout with malaria

Arrival in Canada: -to Vineland

~1living conditions

~-reception by Mennonites
On the farm in Vineland
Marriage in tihe First Meznonite Church
Working on the farm, cont.

side A

On the farm, cont.
Harvesting in Seskatchewan
Back to Ontario and Vineland
Move to Kichener
Attitude toward factory work: J.J. Thiessen
Immigrant church in wWaterloo
Acculturation, learning the language
Later years; ~Depnression
~Mennonites in Vineland area
-the 30%s and LO's
Church life: -relationship with ¥B's
-yi-¥X linited Mennonite Church
Interviewer?s comments; additional material

side B

oeeelOYTE



ceesPBgE 3

Interview #11, Part #3: Tape #19, side A (60 minutes)
Date: Tuesday, July 13, 19746,

SURJECT INDEX (in minutes)

00-01 Intrcduction
01-06 Telationship with MRB's:-in Ontario
-in Russia

06-12 Church 1ife in Pussia
19-25 Church life in Canada: -immigrant churches and their
differences

o ~bishops J.H, Janzen and D.E. Koop
25«30 Contrversy over recalling J.H. Janzen from Vancouver
20-39 The Ontario United Mennonite Conference; Janzen and ¥Xoop
%9-46 Relationshivn with the (01d) Mennonite Conference
LE-48 Attitude of J.H. Janzen toward inter-Mennonite activity
48-51 United Mennonite Rducational Institute
51-60 German-English language issue

End of side A
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RUSSTAN-MENNCHNITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #12: Tave #13, sides & and B (110 minutes)

Tave #19, side B (£0 minutes)

Interviewee: KQOP, Yerman, born 1898.

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau

Date:

Place:

Tuesday, June 15, 1976.

35 Dunbar St. S., Waterloo, Ont.

Lanruage: Hnrlish
SURBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

00-~01
01-07

07-12

12-15
15-24

2432
32=-37
37-41
41-53

53=-56
56-60

kné of
Side B
00-08

08~16

16=-25
25-~31

Z1li
Li-43

LZ-45
4 5=50

Introduction
Biorravhical information and family background
-1905 Revolution
~church 1life
Anti-foreign sentiments
Germanisn
Patriotism and the Tsar
Revolution: ~-Kerensky
~liensheviks and Zolsheviks
~the October Revolution
German occupation
Service in the White army
Father: a very liberal person
Emigration: ~decision to emigrate
-process (miraculous experiences)
-trip out
Yew Economic Policy
as Industrialists

side A

Religious 1life after the ERevolution
Miraculous experience and impact on faith
Fmigration: ~trip out
~feelinrs
~attitude toward Russians, foreigners in
Russia
Early years in Canada: work
Acculturation: -~treatment by Canadians
-attitucde of Kanadier
Church 1ife: -with the NB's
-organization of W-X Church
-J.H. Janzen
Conrad Grebel Collepe; relations with Canadian Hennonites
Reflection on experiences: hicding Jews in 1905
Interviewer's comments and evaluation; additional information

Fnd of side B

«oeallOTE
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Interview #12, Part TI: Tavne #19, side B (60 minutes)
Date: July 14, 1976.
SU3JECT INDEX (in minutes)

00-01 Introduction
1-11 Father: -a liberal nan
~relationship with and attitude toward employees
-as bhusiness man
11-2L The family farm implement production enterprise
24-30 Military service: -medical corps of the VWhite army
~inducted into the Red army
30-3 Under Red control: -disarmament
~-taken hostage and interrorated
35«40 Post~Revolutionary conditions
LO-4L Yate of other family members
Li-i6  Bducation and work in early years
46-5% The Koop factories: -production of war materials
~-feelings about it
=57 Iovement of armies during the RevoTutlon
57-60 Survival until emigration

End of side B

See also the family history of lMr. Koop and other lines wiich
includes a gnod wortion on 1life in Russia now on devosit on
microfilm in th< archives of CGC.



RUSSIAN-FTNNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920%s (Orntario)

Interview #13: Tane #14, sides A and B (104 minutes)ié?
Interviewee: SC'ROEDER, Woldemar, born in 1907.
Intervievwer: Henry Faetkau

Date: Wednesday, June 16, 1976.

Place: 4O Cardill Cr., Waterloo, Ont.

Languasre: English v

SUBJECT IWDEL (in minutes)

- Side A

00-01 Introduction
01-05 PFamily background
05-11 Revolutionary exveriences
11-14 CGerman occupation
1L-20 Conditions under the bandits
20-2L Armies moving through
2L4~-2% Education
26-25% Hconomic conditions after the Revolution
35-%3 American aid :
28-55 Emigration: -process
-discussions and plans
-medical inspection
~the trip
55~60 Arrival in Canada; detention in Quebec

End of side A

Side B -

00~-05 Farming in Saskatchewan

05-15 Further education and teaching
15-20 Farming in Canada

20-24 Attitude of Canadians

24-27 Church life

27-3%32 Politics

32-41 Later years and nove to Ontario
Wi=hly Interviewerts comments

See also the diary Tagebuch von der Reise nach Amerika, 1923
by Woldemar Schroeder




RUSSTAN-MERHCONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #14: Tape #16, sides A and B (77 minutes)/

Interviewee: TOEWS, Mrs. Maria, born in 1897.

hocad it

Interviewer: Uenry Paetkau

Date:

Y P
Place:

Tuesday, June 22, 1976.

65 Bridgeport Rd. B., Waterloo, Ont.

Language: {ferman
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Side A

00~01
01-02
0z2-07
07-13
13-28

23-32
32-45

45-50

20-55
55-57
57-60

End of

Side B
00~04
Ol~11
11=14
=17

End of

Introduction
Biographical information
Revolutionary exveriences
nost-Revolutionary experiences
Survival in Canada: -starvation
~vWork
-unemployment
-~arrival and move to Ontario
Learning the language
Emigration: -process
~the trip
-medical inspection
~feelings on arrival
Conditions in Russia: -future husband served in White army
. ~-narassrent after the Revolution
Experience with the 0ld Mennonites
Conditions during early years, cont.
Imoact of the experiences

side A

Conditions during early years, cont.

Church 1ife: ~organization

""Jn.Hi Jal’lzen
Reiseschuld
Interviewor's comments and evaluation

side B



RUSSIAN—MEEﬁOMITE IMMICRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #15: Tape #17, sides A and B (79 minutes) ¢
Interviewee: POLIKER, Henry, born in 1904,
Interviewer: !Henry Paetkau

Date: \ednesday, June 2%, 1976.

"Place: 60 Ramblewood Way, Kitchener, Ont.

Lancuage: Low CGerman
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Side A
00-01 Introduccion
01-10 Biorsr:¢ohical information
Revolution: -flight from the bandits
10-15 Bducation
15-19 After the Revolution: -moving from »lace to place
19-21 Marriage: anecdote
21-23 Comments on emigration
23%3=29 Relations with Russian veasants
29-%9 Emigsration: ~reasons
-DPOCEeSsSs
-the trip
29-L4l;  Arrival in Canada: -on the farw in Vineland
~working the first years
Ly~48 Church attendance: -in Vineland

~attitude toward Russian immi-ran®

48-56 First years, cont.: -at Vineland
-problers with the language
56-60 HNew Yamburg: -the church of immigrents (with [B's)

End of side A
Side B

00-0% Church life: ~J.H. Janzen
~the small congregation at Lew Hamburg

09-11 Relationshiy with Mi's: anecdote from Russia

11=15 Reiseschuld
15-19 Interviewer's comments and evaluation

End of side B

o
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RUSSTAH=IENFONITE IMYMIGRANTS

0% the 1920%s (Cntario)

Interview #16: Tape #18, sides A and BV(TTE minutes)~ Part T
Tape #27, side B only (60 minutes)- Part I Lok

Interviewee: WIXB®, David, born in 1901.
Intervicwver: !enry Paetlau
Date: Triday, June 25, 197¢.
Plnce: 12 Chestnut St., Kitchener, Ont.
Lanruare: Hnrlish
SURJRCT INDEX (in minutes) of Part I, Tape #18
Sicde A
00~01 Introduction
01-06 Biographical 1nformatlon

Education
06-18 Political indoctrination and nropaganda in the Red army (1922-24)
18-30 Officer trainins in the Red army

- Legal »process to obtaining non-combatant status
30-39 Hon-combatant service in a military hospital
2G8-4G Treatment by authorities in " "
erg. death and funeral of one of the liennonite boys

L9-58 HMedical conditions

Demobilization

‘ Relationship with the head doctor: anecdote
53-60 Process of own emisration

End of gide A

00-~13 Revoluti~.: ~geographic information
~-the bandits
~attitude to the Tsar
-role of Germany in fostering the Revolution
1%2-18 Attitude toward the Provisional Government
18-26 The landless
26-%9 German occupation: -resvonse and attitude of llennonites,
Russians
~conditions after departure
29-L5 Conditions durins civil war: —quarterlnp soldiers
~the fighting
-the armies
45-50 Fennonites in the armies
Selbstschutz and the bandits
50-5% Intervicwer's comments and evaluation

End of side B

v wollOTE
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Interview #16, Part II: Tape #27, side B
'Interviewoe: WIE3RE, David

Date: Friday, July 30, 1976.

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

0C-01 Introduction
01-11 HNEP: inmplerentation and conditions
11=-34 Emirrati.n: -the trip sut
~difficulties at the border
~refers back to the army hospital
-on the boat
2h-53% ¥arly years in Canada: -workirg as a farm labourer
-~0ther jobs

5%Z~60 Church life

End of the Interview



RUSSTANSHEMNYMONTITE IMMINRANDS
of the 1920's ("ntario)

Interview #17: ‘'ape #20, side A only (60 minutes) (0

Interviewee: BRAUN, Cerhard, born in 1597.

Interviewer: Haenry Paetkau

Pate: Thursday, July 15, 1976.

Place: Hegidehof, 600 Lake St., St. Catharines, Ont., Apt.#C-110
Langucge: Low Cerman

SUBJECT TMNDEX (in minutes)

CO0-01 Introduction
01-05 Biorraphical information
05-09 SanitHtsdienst in Moscow
09-12 Service in the White army
12=-14 The landed lMennonites and Germans in Russia
14~16  Anti-German activities
16-22 Pacifism
The German battalion of the ¥hite army
22-24  Conversation with a Mr. Janzen from Sarradowka who was
also nresent
26-28 Flight out of Russia
28-3%2 Collapse of White army
Post-Revolutionary conditions
32-35 BRarly years in Canada
Z5-.37 Conditions in Hussia
27-40 Emigration: -process
~gestinations
LO-45 TRarly years in Canada
L6-5 Attitude of Kanadier toward immigrants
50-57 Viorking on the farm and attempts at farming
57-59 Attitude toward the church
59~60 Interviewgr's comments




HUSSTAN-MENHONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #18: Tane #21, sides A and B (84 minutes)

Interviewer: Penry Paethkau

Date: Thursday, July 15, 1976.

Place: 59 Glen Park Rd., St. Catharines, Ont.
Lanruare: English

SUBJECT INDZX (in minutes)

Side A

00-~01 Introduction

01-0l Biogsravhical information

OL-07 Emirration to lMexico

07-10 Conditions in Mexwico

10-20 The trin to Canada and arrival in Manitoba

20-325 Life in Canads: -worlking in ¥Winnipes

-settling in Ontario

‘ -agtablishing a businecs

25,30  SanitHtsdienst

Conversation

% Reasons for emirration

-48 Conditions after the Fevolution
Conversation

et

Intervievees: BERCEN, Mr. and lrs. Johann, born in 1895+ |977

Workingm for the Soviet; deteriocration of conditions

48-50 Anti-“erman sentiments
50-52 Conscription and alternative service
52-58 Revolution and anarchy
The Selbstschutz
58-60 Talk of emirration berins

End of side A

Sice B
C0~07 Hexico: =the ssttlement at Yranuate

~conditions
07-12 The trip out of Russia; on the boat
12-16 Treatment ss immisrant s in Canada

)

16-20 Ceneral comments about leaving Russia, imvact of the

experiences and acculturation
20-2L Interviewer's comments and evaluation

End of side B

See also the microfilm cony of lirs. Berren's diary of the trip
to Mexico on deposit in the Conrad Grebel Collere Archives.



pUSSTAN-MEMNONTUE IMHMICRAUTS

of the 1220's (Ontario)

Interview #19: Tape #22, sides A and B (120 minutes), Parts I & II
Tane #20, side B (60 minutes), Part II cont. :

Izterviewee: (QERTZ, Henry, born in 1898.

Interviewver: Henry Paetkau

Date: ionday, July 19 and Tuesday July 20, 1975.

Place: Avt.B-119, Heidehof, 600 Lake St., St. Catharines, Ont.
Lanrsusge: Fnglish

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Side A

Q0-21 Introduction
01-07 #iopraphical information
07-09 On being a poor Hennonite
09-22 War and Revolution: ~anti-German santiments
-asked to join the bandits
-Selbstschutz
-fennonites and Mokhnoj; suffering
-Russian peasants and Xakhno
22-25 Attitude toward Government: -the Tzar
~land liquidation
~Kerensky
25-27 Change in attitude toward Russia
27-3% Attitude of wealthy liennonites in Hussia
32%-%5 TIn the Selbstschutsz
35-29 Ilisunderstanding of and opposition to the selbstschutz
29-LE Creat men and leaders: B.H. Unruh, Dr. Kytat, J.J. Janzen,
£.B. Janz, J.J. Thiessen, David Yoews, Ger. Loreng
L6=-50 Encounter with volice in Kingsville, Ont. uwon arrival
in Canada
50-51; Service in the ¥hite army
S4~-56 Tate of Bandits under the Reds
56-60 In the White army

¥nd of side A

Side B

00-1L ‘'rhe chaplaincy
J.H. Janzen: -incident as a young nminister
~-chaplain for the "Deutsche Lattalion®
-understanding and concern for his paosle
-principle of nonresistance
14-28 T®Escape after the collapse of the White army
-survival in Crimea
-interrogation and relcase
28=-29 Interviewer's couwments

End of Part I

I 1AL
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Part II of Interview #19; Tape 722, side B cont. and Tape #20, side

Date: July 29, 1976

SUBTECT INDSX (in minutes)

29-%5 Conditions after the PRevolution
25-50 ¥lipht from lMolotschna to the Caucasus to escape the Reds
50-60 Settling in Terek: -survival

~hiding from authorities

-efforts to escape

End of side B, Tane #22

Side B, Tape #20

00-08 Distinctions between rich and poor in Russia
Finding & wife and getting married
08-Work and survival until emigration: farming in Terek
17-L4  Emicration: -preparation
-process of obtaining pavers
-trip out of Russia, border check
-short stay in Rira
~-feelings upon arrival in Canada
~-rich farmers who stayed behind
LLh=49 Early years in Canada
49-5L Attitude of Canadians toward immigrants
54~60 Harly immigrant church
J.H. Janzen

End of Interview



RUSST ANMEHHONITE IHMICRARTS
of “he 1920's (Ontario)

Pala’

Interview #20: Tave #23, sides A and B (82 minutes){-2/

Interviewees: ULASSEN, Maria, born 1905

Hargaret

Intervievier: FHenry Paetkau

Date:

Ploce:

Monday, July 19, 1976.
3 Southdale St., St. Catharines, Ont.

re:  German

SUBRJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Side A
0001
61-05
05-32

S2=4i

hL=51

21-55
55-60

End of

Side B
00-10

10-12
12-17

1/=-22
Eng of

Introduction
Biographical information
Revolution: -chaos and anarchy
~lakhno massacre in Sagradowka
Flight to lMoscow, 1929: ~vreparations
~ -conditions in Hoscow
~escape from authorities
Refugee camp in CGermany: ~conditions
-activities
Attitude toward emigration earlier in the 20%s
Brmigration to Canada: -process and procedure
-early years in Canaca

side A

Farly years in Canada, cont.: -work
~-learning the lanruare
The i#dchenheim in Winnivpeg
Acculturation
Feelings at present
Interviewer's comments and evaluation

Interview



RUSSTAN-MRNNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of tha 1920's (Ontario)

ITnterview #2': Tave #24, sides A and B'(96 minutes)
Interviewee: ISAAK, Nikolai

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau

Date: Tuesday, July 20, 1976.

Place: LO CGrantham Ave., St. Catharines, Unt.
Languapre: Low Cerman

SUBJECY INDEX (in minutes)

00-08 Funeral sermon delivered by Rev. David E»p ir Zerdjansk
at the funersl of Mr. Isaak's father. A copy of this
sermon is on devosit in the archives at Conrad Urahel
Collere.

08-35 ESettling in Reesor, from a tape made by Mr. Isaak for his
children recallings the exveriences of early days in the
Reesor sebtlement in northern Ontario. The tavne is of
extremely woor guality but the information fairly rooc.
See also the book on Reesor by John #Znns and the Covernment
Report on conditions in the community on deposit in the
Archives. Finally, there is also a cony of thne constitution
"Fuer rerenseitire Unterstlitzuns in Feuersanfdllen'.

%6-52 Letter to the late Gerhard Wiens, Professor at the
University of Oklahoma, an old friend of ir. Isaak.
The conversation is about their former home tovwn in
Russia and common acquaintances.

End of side A \

Side B

00-07 Eiorravnhital information
Life in St. Petersburg
07-15 Revolution: -outbreak and attitude toward
~conditions during
-~conditions afterwards
15-18 Emirration: -process and procedure
~-reasons
18-20 Farly years in Canada
20-28 The Reesor settlement: -purvose
) ~-conditions
~-reasons for failure
-church life
~-reflections on this endeavour
28-36 Interviewer's comments and evaluation; additions]l mate-inls

End of Interview



RUSSTAN-HETIONTITE THFHMIGRATS

of the 1920's (Ontario)

nterview #22: Tave #25, sides A and B (93 minutes)

rviewees: IUELART, Fenry, born 1398

Clara, born 1908

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau

Date:

Place:

Languag

Yonday, July 26, 1976.
35 ¢

Tecumseh St., St. Catharines, Ont.

~a: Bnglish
SURJECT

INDEX  (in minutes)

Sicde A

00-01
01-05
05-C9
09-16
16~19

19~-24
24-323

J“)9
29-49
49-5%
53=560

wnd of

Side B
00~10

10«14
14-18
1827
27-29
29-2%

Introduction

Biographical information

21 close relatives murdered in Steintach

Fmirration: flight through Poland into Termeny in 192

Qut-brealk of WW I: -~oro-lerman sentiments
-relationship with Russlians

X
ro

Feelings towsrd the Usar; economic conditions; sufferingco
Service in the White arwy

Subsoqu@nt arrest and imprisonment
Zrigration in 1

Lechfeld refusgee camyo

Process of emigration

Yarly days in Canada: -working and payin“ Felsescauld

~-treatment among lennonites in Man.
gide 4

Farly days in Canada cont.: -working as a domestic
-attenpts at ferming
-learnings the lan ua e

Church 1life

Yoved to Ontario

Residence in Cermany, 19329-4L9; conditions during the lar

Return to Canada

Interviewer's comments and evaluation



"

RUSSTANSIEINCORIVE T HIATAYES

of the 1920t's (Ontario)

>, sides A and B (98 minutes)

born in 1902,

Interviewer: Henry Paetiiau
Date: ‘ionday, July 26, 1976.

Place: Crezk Road, R.R. YNo. 2%, Niagara-on-the-Lzle, Ont.

Loncnar-a:  Ternan
SUR2JE0T TUDZE (din minutes)
Side A

00-01

Introcduction
01-10 B
=

iosranhical information
10-1l. Emir/ration of his family in 192%
14=17 eterinrati . n of conditinns in Russia
lirt ot ioscow in 1929: -~conditions
—-arrest and interroration

(D

17-36 Return to rolotscina
Hiding from eauthorities
Zeturn to Moscow
26-38 Orranization of refupees in Moscow; the leade
%28-2%29 Reception in Germany
29-L5 "Mhe fate of farmers
The avex of HMennonite prosperity
L5-48 Attitude toward the Tsar
48-52 The Russian neople; relationshin with
52-60 Service in the Cerman Battalion of the White arauy;
collavse; J.H.Janzen as chaplain

End of side A

N

r

f

o

{

Side B

00-0* J.H. Je2nzen cont.

02-07 Post-Fevolutionary conditi
07-1%2 Hefuree camps in Gernany

B.H. Unruh

13-15 Scene unon arrival in Cermany

15-20 Arrival in Ontario; adjustments to Canadian 1life
20-25 he RPussian peonle and life in fugsia

25-28 ‘tirst years in Cansdn: -attitude toward iwmirran

-vorl as a farm labourar

28-%2 "Die sStillen in Lande'?
22-34 Reception in Canada; time and circumstances change
ZLh-38 Interviewer's corments and evaluation

ons
(Hammerstein)

s

nd of the Interview



Intervi
Intervi
Intervi
Date:
Place:
Lan; uas
SUBJECT

RUSST AN ONTIIE IMMIGRARTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

aw #2Lh: Tave #27, side A only (57 minutes )
evee: STEINCART, Frank, born in 18%94.

ewer: Yenry Paethkau

onday, July 26, 1976.

9 Linwood ive., St. Catharines, Ont.
e: English

TEDEX (in minutes)

00-01
01-04
Ol-16

End of

See als
CGC Arc

Introduction
Mogrennical information
War and Revolution: -impact of outhreak of war
~revolutionary conditions
-incident of confrontvation with ¥ <o
ag a villapge oificial
~{ierman occuvation
-¥ennonite resnonse to Revoluticn

Selbstschutz

Service as villare 0fficial under the Red adminis
-several 1nc1dent° of cornfrontation with autl
to orotect the seed rrain

Illustration of the lack of charity of the “ennonites

Emipration: -securing private passports

Barly years in Canada

Collecting Reiseschuld

The Denression

Later years: move to Cntario

FTurther information

the Interview

o the brief autobiogra-hy on devosit on microfilm in the
hives

O



. Interview #25: Tane #28, sides A and T (120 minutes)®

RUSSTAM-E

I
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interviewee: WALL, sbram A,.,, born in 1902.
Interviever: TTenry Faetkau
Date: Tuesday, July 27, 197G.

Place: 72 Rock :le Dr., St. Catharines, Ont.

Lanpuare: = lish and Cerman
SUBRJRCT InuEX (in minutes)

00-~01 Introducticn
01-15 Biographical information
15-18 Conditions under a young Mennonite serving as chairman of
the local administration
18=-2L lMobilization into the Soviet administration; anti-relisious
sentiments
Emigration
2L-28 Arrivzl in Canada
28~39 Factors in leaving Russia: -importance of the land
~freedom oi religion
-feelings toward Russia
29-47 Attitude toward the Tsar and the effect of his demise
L7-52 The fatal error: differential treatment of colonists and
Russians by the Government
52-58 'he plight of poor Russians and the reform movement on their
behalf
58-60 NFP

¥nd of side A

Side B

20~-05 NEP cont.
05-08 Differsnces between Russians and colonists in education
0:i=-12 Changes in local government
12-18 The language problenm
18-2% B.B. Janz
23-26 Fember of Canadian iennonite Bosrd of Relief and I=misration
26-3%3% Attitude toward i-migrants in the 20's
32=%7 ‘Work on the Immigration Board
37=-LL  Learning the language
LL-52 Canadian politics; government response to immigration needs
52-60 Settlement lands and farms in Alberta
Church l1life and organization of irmigrants in Alberta

nd of Interview



RUSSTAN~MENHONITE IMMICGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

s
Inte view #26: Tape #29, sides A and B (102 minutes) [ _

Intervievee: WICH¥RT, Johann J., born in 1897.
Interviewer: Henry Paetkau

Date: Wecdnesday, Aupust 4, 1976.

“lace: Rittenhouse Rbad, Vineland, Ont.
Lanpuage: Cerman

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Side A

00-01 Introduction
01-11 Biorraphical information :
11-18 =Zducational system: -chanses during the Revoluiion
-the teacher
~authority of the teacher
18-21 Outbrea of war
21-25 OQutbreakx of Revolution: -attitude toward the Usar
~conditions durinyg and after
26-28 Selbstschutz
28-31 Canadian Coverument immigration policy
31-36 =Zmigration: -process
~leaders
36-329  Arrival in Canada
20-L5  Hepinninrs of the Vineland congresation
L5=-47 Worship with the (01d) Mennonites
L7-51 Rlected elder; early years of the Vineland conrreration cont.
51-55% Relaticnship with thes MB's
55-58 J.H. Jonzen

End of side A

Side B

00-08 ‘he Ontaric Conference: -origins in the 40's
~Prediger Konferenz, 1929 and on
08-~13 Churches: -beginnings of the Ottawa church
-the Port Rowan congreration
13=-26 Service ot minister to refurees in Zurope after W II, 1947-48
%6~-42 Interviewer's couments and evaluation

nd of the Interview
See also the unistory of the Vineland churcin pullished on its Silver

anniversary entitled 25 Jahre, Vineland Vereinigste Mennoniten
Cemeinde 19%6-1961.




RUSSTIAN-HMETONITE IMITIGRAYTS
of the 1220's (Ontario)

A

Interview #27: Tane #20, side only (58 minutes)a%
Interviewece: FEINPICTS, Abram E., born in 1902
Interviewer: Fenry Psetkau

Date: Wednesdav, Aurust 4, 19276.

Place: Cree” Road, Box 22, Virr-il, Ont.

Lanrusze: Enrlish

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

00-~-01 Introduction
01-09¢ Biogravhical information
0%~22 Revolution: =~outbrezk

-land liguidation

~conditions
22=25 Togt~Revolutionary conditions: -~American Relief
~-NEP
25-35 Emigration: ~the movement begins
-0r ocou

25-15 Rarly years in Canada: -arrival
-moving about lookins for work
-from one Jjob to another
45-55  Acculturation, reception, findine work ans workins conditions
during those times renerally
55~-58 Interviewer's comwments and eveluation

znd of the Interview



RUSSIAN-METIONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #28: ‘lave #31, sides A and B (120 minutes)
Intervievee: FIHUDEFAU, Nickolas J., born in 1904,
Interviever: Henry Psetkaun

Date: Friday, Aurust 6, 1976.

Place: &l Donald St., Kitchener, Ontario

Lancuage: Enrlish

SUBJECT INDWX (in minutes)

Side A

00~01 Introduction
01-08 Biographical information
08-18 Revolution: -outbreak and conditions
-progress of the Revolution
18-28 Land confiscation
Catherine the reat and Mennonite settlement in Ruscia
Land confiscation, reaction to and impact of
28~2% The Tsar and his agricultural volicies
2Z.400 'the course of the war; anti-Germanism
LO-U4l, German occuvation of the Ukraine
Lh~59 Conditions after their departure:
-Yreign of terror' by the bandits
~Selbstschutz formed
~collavse of defences and occupation by troops of anarchists

Fnd of side A

Side B

00-11 Revolution and Civil War: -movement of the aruies
~defeat of the VWhite army
11-27 Post-Revolutionary conditions: -religious
. —gconomic
-arrival of relief
~NEP
-illustration of inflation
27-%6 Emirration: -process and procedure
~-ra2asons ~
26-44 TFarly years in Canada: -recention
~Work
4 -attitude toward immigrants
L4-5% Church life: -orranigzation of early immirrant church
~relationship between GC's and MB's
53-57 Adjustment to Canndian life: learning the lansuare
57-60 Interviewer's commenis and evaluation, additional information

‘nd of the Interview

See also the microfilm covny of Mr. Fehderau's menmoirs entitled

;yi;gen aus lieinem Leben in Russland, 1904-24. on deposit in the
TTCTIVTT .




RUSSTAN-MENIONITE IMMIGRAWTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #29: Tape #32, sides 4 and B’(88 minutes)
Interviewee: DICX, Abram, born in 1896.
Interviewver: Yenry Paetkau

Date: Honday,4ﬁugust 9, 1976.

fPlace: 99 Brentwood Ave., Kitchener, Ont,

Language: English

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Side A

00~01 Introduci.on
¢1-10 Biogreo-hical information
10-~15 German occupation
Selbstschutz
15-17 Working for the Recds
17-21 Fanmine
21-24 Biogravohical information
2Lh=27 The Tsar: «feelings %oward
~land coufiscation
27-30 Russian peasants; wealthy land owners
30-3L NEP
34-38 Emigration: nrocedure
%3-1,2 Post-Revolutionary biorraphical details
L2-52  pmisration: ~leaders
-proCcess
- -the trip
53-60 In Canada: -arrival and reception
~-finding work (up to vpresent)

End of side A

Side B

00-03 Learning the langua;e
0%2~-09 Church 1life in Canada and Russia
GC's and ¥R's
09-19 Depression: -work
~repaying Reiseschuld
19-22 Later years
22-25 Reflection on experiences
25-28 Interviewer's comments and evaluation

Fnd of the Interview



‘#

RUSSTANSVRIMNONITE IMMICRAYMTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #30: Tane #33, sides A and B 1108 minutes)
Intervieviee: RENPEZL, Fenry P. born in 1907.
Interviewer: Henry Paetkau

Date: Tuesday, August 10, 1976,

Place: 27L Stirling Ave. N., Kitchener, Ont.
Lansusge: Engslish

SURJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Side A

00~01 Introduction

01~-05 Biogranphical information

05-08 War, Revolution and Maithno

08-14 Post-Revelutionary conditions: -famine
~disease

14~25 Education: -conditions
-~changes
25-32 (Cerman occupation
Patriotism and the Taar
22~.%Q  (Civil war: -conrditions
~imnact
20.52 Selbstschutz
L2-45 Church life during the civil war
45-60 Emipration: =-process and procedure
-l eaders
-the tri» out
~feelings

End of side A

Sicde B

Q0-0L BEmirration, cont.: the trip
OL-10 harly years in Canada: -working
=]learning the lanruage
10-20 First impressions of and adjustments to qnadlan life: ner-
sonal experiences
20-27 ‘Fove to Ontario
The Depression
27-37 Uetting established in business
37-45 Church life
’ Relationship with GC's
L5-48 Interviewer's comments and evaluation; additional information

End of the Interview

See also the microfilm copy of the manuscript entitled The Story
of [y Tife by Henry P. Rempel on devosit in the Archives of CCC.




RUSSIAH—H?T?ONITE IMMIOPRAITS

of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #31: Tane #30, side B only (58 minutes)

Interviewee:

m

» #%l, sides A and B (51 minutes)

e
SSEN, Henry, born in 1905.

e}

Interviewer: ‘enry Paetkau

Ploce:

Wednesday, Aurust 11, 1976.
291 Weber St. E., Kitchener, Ont.

Lanrusre: English

SURJEST IFDEX (in minutes)

Teve #2320, side B

00-01
01-14
h-22
22=31

21753
e o
23-36
36-h2

Introduction
Bvowranhlcal sketch
utbreak of war with Germany: impact

‘reatment of workers

i-aithno

Vverband der BlUrrer “ollHndischer Herkunft
The Tsarist regime

Attitude toward the Revolution
Governnment

Service as assistant to the presiding officer in Ladekopp

Ambition to become mecnanical engineer

Improvement in conditions after the famine; impact on

attitude towasrd emirration
Situation of relatives in Russia now

¢ of side B

Tape #2L, side A

00-04

OL-08
08-11
11=14
Th=17
17=-21

21-26
26-30
End of
Side B
00=-12

12-16
16-21

find of

Emigrationt: trip out of Russia
Arrival in Canada; recention and work

Distinctions between landed and landless in Russia

Treatwment of immigrants in Canada
Teaching at Reesor
Barly vecrs in Canada: -working
-becoming a teacher
Teaching
The Depression

side 4

Church life: -in Reesor and later

~relationshivp between denominations in Ontario
and in Russia
Contempornry religious situation in Russia
Interviewer's comments and evaluation; additional information

gide B



s

RUSSTAN=MEHNQLIT Y THMICRANTS

of the 1920's (Ontario)

Tnterview #32: Tane # %5, sides A and B (60 minutes)
Tape #3536, side A only (29 minutes)

Interviewee: ILASSEN, Jacob J., born in 1910.

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau

Date: Wednesday, August 11, 1976.

Place: 66 onroe St., Kitchener, Cnt.

Lanfuare: English

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tave #35, side A

00-01 Introduction

01-05 Biograonicel information

05~1L Revolution: ~banditqand troops moving throush

-impact
, -conditions

14L-17 German occupation

17=-19 ‘The Tsar

19-20 #ducation

20-30 Post-Revolutionary cdditions: -famine
-relief

¥nd of side A

Side B

00-13 BEmigration: -prepsrations
-feelings
~-the triv

13-18 Arrival in Canada: on to the farm

18-25 zarly years in Canada

25-30 Farmin; in Fanitoba

rnd of side B

Tape #3545, side A

00-10 Church life: -in Manitoba (with the 014 Colony
' -with the CGC's in Yew pamburg

10-21 The Depression

21-26 Later years

26=-29 Interviewer's comments and evaluation

End of the Interview

kY
i

lennonites)



RUSSTAN-MENNONTTE THMMIGRATTS
af the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #7323, Part I: ne #37, sides A and B (62 minutes)
e #28, side A only (%0 minutes)

“enry, born in 1896.

Intervieuwce:
Intervieower: Henry Paetkau

Date: Tridar, Aurust 13, 1976.

Place: 37 Jackson Ave., Hitchener, Ont.
Lanruage: Enslish

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tane #3%7, side A

00-01 Introduction

01-10 Life on the estate

10-18 S8Service in ths Russian arnmy, 1915-17

18-22 CGerwan occupation of the Ukraine

22-2L  In the Selbstschutz

2L~%17 The White army: -offensive areinst the Reds
. -defeat

End of side A

Side B

00-08 White arny, cont.: ~Wrangel
~building an armoured car destroyer
-collapse
~attitude toward lennonites
08-12 In the Russian army (during WW I arain)
12~15 Attitude toward the Tsar
15-18 ,“elationship with the Fussian peasants
18-26 Revolution and anarchy: -under lalkhno
-under the Red ar-y
26~31 Service in the Scviet administratioun, 1921-23
~-duties as secretary
~taxation nolicy

00-08 Procress and develooment under the Menrnonites in the Ukrainoe
08-1% DPost-Revolutionary CO”Glt“u 153 present conditions
1%2=-15 WNEP: thne chance vo emisrate
15«25 Suiprotion: -process uﬁw nrocedure
-tne Lrip
25=%0  Arrival dn Cenada: recepition in ¥Waterloo

nd of side A

e s eIOTE



seoaaTE 2

Interview #%3, Fart II: Tane #L46, side B only (31 minutes)rfﬁﬁ
Tape #54, side A only (19 nminutes) |

Interviewee: HIEBERY, Henry, born in 1896,

Date: riday, dAurust 27, 1976.

"SUBJECT IND“X (in minutes)
Ta~e #46, side B

00-01 Introduction
01-19 BRarly years in Canada: -reception and adjustments
-worxing on the farm, various eXper-
iences
-as a machinist
19-23 Attitude toward immigrants
Learning the lanpuare
2%2-26  Politics
26-28 Conditions re: immizration
28~31 Church life: dimmirrant church

¥nd of side B

Tare #5h, side A

00~06 Church life in Russia
06~14 The Denression: hard times in Canada (and earlier in Russia)
14~19 Interviewer's comments and evaluation; additional information

End of the Interview

See also the microfilm copy of the manuscriot Recollections of my
Life in Russia by Henry iebert on deposit in the archives of CGC.




RUSSTAN-MEVNCHITE IMMIGRANTS

of the 1920%'s (Ontario)

Interview #3L: Tane #39, sides A and B (61 minutes)

Tane #%6, sicde B only (14 minutes)
Interviewvee: LASSEN, Dietrich, born in 1901.
Interviever: Henry Paetkau
Date: lMonday, August 16, 1976,
Place: *0 Maurice sSt., Kitchener, Ont.
Lansunre: Fnrlish

SURIRCT INDEL (in minutes)

Tape #39, side 4

00-01 Introduction
01-07 Biographical sketch
07-23 Service in the peacetime Red army, 1922-2L4:
-nolitical instruction
, -1life and conditions at the hosmital
22-26 WW I
26-31 'rhe Tsarist regime and the Russian veople

“nd of side A
Side B

00-04 German occuparion
Bconomic conditions during the Revolution
O4~07 Flight to Moscow: freneral conditions and reasons
07-09 NEP
09~11 Conditions under the collectives
11-19 Conditions in lioscow, 1929
19-21 Trin to Germany
21-20 Conditions in the »8ln refugee cany

End of side B

Tane #3%6, side B
a:

00-06 In Canad ~adjustments and reception
-yorking on the farm

06-08 Conversation

08-09 Church life

09-10 Selbstschutz

10~1L Interviewer's comments and evaluation

¥nd of the Interview



RUSSTANSMENNQHWITE IKHIﬁRﬁHTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #35: Tare #L.0O, sides A and B (61 minutes)
Tane #b1, sides A and B (60 minutes)<

Tntervievee: REIVER, “enry J., born in 1899.

Interviewer: Fenry Paetlzau

Dote: Wednesday, Afucust 18, 1976.

Place: 27 Randerson Ave., Kitchener, Ont.

Lanruage: CGerman

SURJRIT INDEX (in minutes)

Tave #L0, side A

00-01 Introduction
01-06 Eilographical informaticn
06~09 Outbreak of W¥ I: conditions
09-16 Fevolution: -outbreak
~Gerrman occunation
"16=30 Selbstschutz: -Formation and drilis
‘ ~firhting the Makhno
-the battle at Blumental =gainst the Reds
and the bandits

“nd of side A

Side B

00-12 Corment
The battle of Blumental, cont.
Peace with the Reds and disarnmamnent
12-14 Post-Revolutionary conditionns
1L-28 White army: ~mobhilization under Wrancel
-the hattle
~fall and collapnse
28-%% Famine

Znd of side B

Teve #41, side A

00-07 Fanine, cont.
Relief

07-10 Land confiscation and division
N=P

=

10-20 Ermigration: -rrocass and nrocedure
-the trin

20-24 Arrival in Cenada: -recention

WOk
2L-%20  Rar

s e e e lOTC



Intervi
CO-01

01-11
1M=1h

1418
1325

26-20
“nd of

iew #25: Tane #4341, side B
Interviawerts comments and evaluatia
Church life: -early ivmi;rant cqurcY
~relationshin between conferences
and in Russia
Adjustments to Canadian 1life: -the lanrsuare

~attitude toward

The Denression
farly years wﬂrking
-meet’

& ifal nie

in the luvber camp

ng with other immisrants
~Yot that God condoned it
protected ite."

~gattitude toward it

Selbstschuty

the Interview

in

immirrants

but



Interview #325: Tape #42, sides A and B (61 minutes) ¢

RUSSTANSHENNOWITY TMYMIGRA S
of the 1920%s (Ontario)

Tape #4%, side A only (30 minutes)

Interviewee: RBEIMYR, i¥rs. Certruda, born in 188L4.

Interviever: Fenry Paetkau

Date:

"lace:

Wednesday, August 18, 1976

51 Brick St., Kitchener, Ont.

Lanfuage: CGerman

SUBIRCT INDRY (in minttes)

Tape #h2, side A

00-01
01~0L4
0L=10
10-20
20-25

25-21

¥nd of

Introduction

Biogranhical information
Settlement in Ufa (Davlelanovo)
The flight south, 1921: -the Journey
~difficulties getting permission
Survival in south Russia: ~American aid
-in RlUckenau anc Tiege
Early years in Canada: ~reception in Winnineg
~-working
-repaying Reiseschuld

side A

Conditions among refugees fleeing south (at Stalinrrad)
Outbreak of war and Revolution: -conditions
' ~attacks by banditls

Attituce toward the Wsar
Emigration: -process of obtaining passvorts

~-the triv ,
Relationship with the Russians (Tartars)
Tife on the sstate /
Incidents of Tartar attacks

side B

Tape #h*, side A&

00~-09
09-14
14=-15
15(,-2[;
2L=27

27-30

End of

Incidents, cont.
Recention in ¥Winniver: -work

-family situation
Move to Ontario and worx oan the farms, 1930
Death of her husbhand of pneumonia in 1931
The Depression and revaying the Reigeschuld
Later years
Interviewer's comments and evaluation

the Interviecw



Interview #37: Tape #hl, sides 4 and B (60 minutes)

RUSSTAN-MENIONITE IMMIGTRAKTS
of the 1920's .(Ontario)

Tane #43, side B only (16 minutes) /-

Interviewee: HATHLIES, John, born in 1904

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau

Date:

Plnoce:

Thursday, Au-ust 19, 1676,

A5 Weber St,. E., Kitchener, Ont.

Lenruage:  BEnrlish

SUnJ=CT

THLEYX (in minutes)

Tane #ll, side A

00-01
01-12
12-16
16=~19
19-21
21=24
2L-27

27-30

Eréd of

Side B
00-04
0L-08

08~-17

7-2%
2-30

1
2

nd of

Introduction
Revolution: ~conditions

~rurdor by the bandits

-move from the estate to the colony
The Russian people: -their life

~treatment
The Tsar: -wolicies
~land liquidation

Conversation: books (Miracles of Crace and Jud-ement)
Famine
Contemporary situation: Russian Baptist Delegation to
Canada, etc.
Church life after the Revolution
Dandits

gide A

Teaching after the Revolution
Zmicration: -»mrocess and wrocedure

~the trin
In Canada: ~reception

-vork

-Jlearning the lanpuage
In Vineland: Church life
New llamburp: ~conditions

~Church 1life (¥MB's and CC's torether)

side B

Tape #4%, side B

00-04
OL-08
08-13
13=15

End of

J.H. Jenzen

Adjustiients to Canadian life

The Dappression: -conditions
-attitudes

Interviewe's comments and evaluation

the Interview



RUSSTAN~MENEONITE T IGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

J

Interview #33: Tape #4145, sides A and B (59 minutes)!
Tane #hG, side A only (28 minutes) (

Interviewee: KLASS"N, Abram P., born in 1893

Interviever: Henry Paetkau

Date: ‘onday, aurgust 2%, 1976.

Place: L7 Dvnont St. E., Waterloo, Ont.

Language: Cerman

SUBJACT IND&EX (in minutes)

Tape #45, side &

00=~01 Introduction
01-05 Biorravhical information
05-11 Outbrealk of WW I: -conditions and treatment in Cermany
-Vork
11-22 Internment as an enemy alien in CGermany:
~conditions and treatment
~activities
22-27 Post-war work in a military hospital in CGermany
27-31 Return to Russia

End of side A

Side B

00~0% Return to Russia conte.
0%-08 Conditions in Russia (Revolutionary)
08~15 Confrontation with Dbandits
15~-18 Post-~Revolutionary conditions
13-22 Erigration: process and nrocedure
22-28 Lookinz for work in Canacda
Loster years a=d family; tallts about his faith

End of side B

Tane #h6, nide A

00-06 Immi;jrant church: —with the MB's
-JH Janzen (and other ministers)
06~-10 Orpanization of the Waterloo conrreration
10=13 Other congrerations
12-20 IBxpansinn of Ceorre Street (W-K U M Church)
Ministers at Georre Street
20-25 J.H. Jazen as writer
25-28 Intervievier's comments and evaluation

e BEnd of the Interview



RUSSTAF-MEIORTITE ITHMICRALTE

of the 1920%'s (Ontario)

Interview #39: Tane #47, sides A and B (61 minutes) (77
Tane #)8, sides A and B (62 minvtes)’

Interviewee: RXTER, Abram P., born in 1895
Interviewver: Henry Paetkau
Date: Tuesday, Aurust 24, 1976
Flrce: 1 Pine St,, Virpgil, Onte.
Lanruare: nglish (some Cerman)
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)
Tane #UL7, side A
00-01 Introduction
01-08 EBiorravhical information
08-13 CQutbreals of W¥ I: conditions and treatment

Attitude toward the ''sar
13-18 Relationshin with Russians: churches and schools buil:t for

then

18-29 Land confiscation and anti-Cerman sentiments

V3HY: formation and nmeetings (er. use of Rusgian lanr.)

nger orranizations
20-30 Reolution

Bnd of side A

Side B

00-0f Revolution, cont.: nersonal involveren
06-09 Service in the military durins the wer
09-16 Ermeriences in the SanitHtsdienst
16~19 Local administration durin~ the Revolution.
19-25 Selbsischubtz: -orcanirzation

~action
25-31 Pest-Revolutionary concitions and activities

t and resnonse

“rd of side B

Tane #LE, side A

00-05 Post-Revolutionary activities cont.

05-09 VBFH

09-18 Emigration: -efforts berin
-neetings

18=-22 ~-process and procedure
22-31 -the trip

End of side A

seeeiOTR



oo * ..T){.fe 8

Interview #2Q, lare #.3, side B

0C=-05 The trin cont,
05-10 Arrival in Carada
10-13  Arrivol in Acne, Alberta; work on the farm
13-20 Collecting Reiseschuld
20-722 Other work
22-24  Church life
24-29 Adjustnents and learninge the lansuare
Workinge on farms
29-31 1Interviewer's comments and evaluation; additionsgl information

o

End of the Interview



RUSSTAN«MENWONTITE IMMIGRAMTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #:0: Tane #49, sicdes A and B (51 minutes)®

Tane #50, sides A and B (56 minutes)

Interviewee: TEANSEN, Nick, born in 1907
Interviewer: Tenry Paetkau
Date: Tuesday, &ugust 24, 1975
Place: R.R.#3, St. Catharines, Ont.
Lezncuage: (erman

SURBJRECT IND®X (in minutes)
’ Tape #h9, side A

00-01 Introduction
01-05 Biogravhical information
05-14 Post-Revolutionary conditions: -famine
14-16 ~-American aid
16-19 ~fomine, conte
19-23% Vlar years
23=-27 Fall of the Tsar and Revolution
Bandits ‘
27-30 CGerman occupation and Selbstschutz

Ind of side A

Side B

00-04 Emigration: reasons
OL4~09 Local administration under the Sovietls
NEP
09~-21 FEmirration: -grocess and nrocedure
-the Ttrivp and detention in Ri a
21-29 Early years in Canada
£29-31 Recention of immigrants

ind of side B-

Tane #50, side A

00-04 Relationsinip with (01d) lMennonites
Barly immigrant church in Vineland
O4~-11 HKelationship with the MBY's: —-in Ontario
-in Rusgia
-~in Kitchener
11-18 Vineland conrreration orpanized
18-23 Ontario Conference
Prediyer Konferenz
2%=31 J.H. Janzen: -as Aeltester
-a85 writer

End of side A

v o aelliOre



seseDELE 2

Interview #L0, Tave #50, side B

00-03 J.H. Janzen: -vwriter, conte
-8 educator

03-11 Languare question

Acculturation and patriotism (Canada)
11-13% Sunday School Conference (with the MB's)
13=-16 Churches and Bishops
16=21 The Depression: -work

~gconomic conditions

21=-25 Interviewer's comments and evaluation; additional information

End of the Interview



- | RUSSTAN-MREIONITE IMMIGRANY
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #L1: Tane #51, sides A and B (56 minutes) (-
Intervievee: &S, Cerhard J., born in 1885
Interviewer: Henry Paetkau

Date: Tuesday, August 24, 1976

Place: #1L Tabor Manor, 1 Lrbor Dr., St. Catharines, Ont.
Lanruage: {errman

SUBJRCT INDPEX (in minutes)

Side A

00~-01 Introduction

01-06 Biorraphicsl information

06=09 Cutbreak of war: feelings

09~15 Outbreak of Revolution
Service as fanitHter

15-23 Revolution: various experiences and incidents

2%=25 Famine

25-28 Emirration: »nrocess

23-231 On the estate; the Russian peonle; local government after
the Revolution

“nd of side A

Sicde B

00-03 TEmirration: the trio
2=05 Arrivel in Canada
05~-11 Immigsrant church
Orranization of Xitchener MB congregation
11-15 ‘Work and the Deprersion
15-19 Attitude of Canadians; politics
Acculturation
19-21 Reflection on cxoveriences
21-25  Interviewer's comments and evaluation; additional information

End of the Interview



RUSSTANSHEHFOWNITE IMMTIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #42: Tane #52, sides A and B (50 minutes)
Tane #53, sides A and B (62 minutes) ﬂ?&

Interviewee: DUECK, Henry, born in 1902.

Interviewer: Henry Psetkau

Date: Thursday, August 26, 1976.

™ace: Lounse of the W-K United lennonite Church

Language: English

SUBJRCT INDEX (in minutes)

Tane #52, side &

00~01 Introduction
01~-07 Piograrhical information
Conditions in 1929
07-15 Farming: ~-estate in Siberia
: -in the Crimea (wine and many vineyards)
15-19 OQutbreals of war
rhe Tsarist regine
19-25 Totalitarian rule in Russia
Anti-Germanisn
25-30 Post-Revolutionary conditions and activities

- End of side A

Side B

00-03 Loss of land in Siberia

03~-06 CGerman occupation

06-10 Bandits r.d the Selbstschutz

10-17 In the ¥Jhite army

17-21 Post-kavolutionary experiences

21~2¢ Famine: -clandestine threshing ovperation
29-30 ~hiding grain from the authorities

End of side B

Tepe #53, side A

00-04 Famine, cont.
N¥P
0L~-10 Emigration: -early movements
-trip to Moscow, spring 1929

10-18 ~-flight to Moscow, fall 1929
~arrest
18-31 ~escape

-return to Moscow and efforts to emirrate
End of side A

seeelOTE



Interview #h2,

00-13

13-23
23-27

27-30
320-31

End of

Tare #53, side B

csesDAE 2

Emirration process, cont.: -securing documents

Reception in CGermany
Conditions

Immisration to Canada
Comment by Interviewer

the Interview

~-obtaining permissicn
-~the trip out of Russia



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #43, Part I: Tape #54, sides A and B (60 minutes) |

Tape #55, side A only (30 minutes) /5%
Interviewees: REMPEL, J. J., born in 1836
Elizabeth, born in 1895
Interviewer: Stan Dueck
Dates April 25, 1978
Place: 4115 Pleasant Manor Apts., Virgil, Ontario
Language: Low German
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)
Tape #54, side A

00-01 1Introduction

01-10 Biographical information

10-12 1In the Russian army during W. W. I

12-22 Experiences at the hands of bandits

22-25 The German occupation of the Ukraine

25-306 Bitter hardships of the pre-emigration years

Fnd of Side A

gide B

00-04 The civil war

04~ 10 Arrangements for emigration: ~-the Studiencommission
~-B, B, Janz

~as leader of emigrant group
10-11 FEmigration to Kitchener
11-14 About Mr, Shantz, their first Canadian host
14~17 Move to Manitoba
17-21 Mr. Rempel as Vertreter in Grunthal
21~26 Farming in Grunthal
26-29 About the Sommerfelder

End of Side p

...more



Part I of Interview #43 concl.; Tape #55, Side A

pate: April 25, 1978.
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

00-01 Memories of farm in Grunthal
01-04 Move to Ortario; working in cannery
04-16 The nature of Russians: -Hungersnot
-experience with bandits
-characterizaticn: song, theft, and faithfulness
16-20 On Czechoslovakians; on the role of bandits in civil war
20-23 Thoughts on Russian Jews
23-28 Help from American Mennonites during Hungersnot
28-30 Blank

Part II of Interview #43: Tape;#SS, Side B and Tape #64, Side A
Tape #55, Side B

00-14 As leader in Verband: -in Tiege
~B. B. Janz in Kharkov
-internal opposition to emmigration efforts
~-Philip Cornies
~experiences in arranging emmigration
14~-16 Emmigration; help received
16~20 Memories of Irwin Shantz
20-28 Working for Colonization Board: ~-collecting Reiseschuld
~buying cattle
28-30 About Tiegenhof
End of Side B

Tape #64, Side A

00-02 1Industry and farming in Tiegenhof

02-05 The factions in the civil war

05-08 S8tory of the "funf Leichen'" (murdered Thiessen family)
08~10 The Depression in Canada :

10~-17 fFeeling of conmection to Cermany; to Russia

17-19 Feelings on coming to Canada

19-21 Ties to German culture in Canada

21-24 Learning Fnglish

24~26 Biographical information on Mrsg., Rempel

26-30 Becoming Canadian citizens; feeling about Canada

End of Interview



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMICGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #44, part I: Tape #56, side A and part side B (51 minutes)
Interviewee: HAMM, David, born in 1898.

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: April 25, 1978

Place: #118-D Heidehof, 600 Lake St., St. Catherines

Language:; Low German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #56, side A

00-01 1Introduction

01~05 Biographical information

05-07 War; feelings toward czar; Germany

07-09 start of the revolution

09-13 TFeelings about Kerensky; events of the war

13-18 About Makhno's deeds

18-24 1In the White army: =-terror of bandits convinces him to join
-in artillery
-manoeuvres

24-26 More experiences with bandits

26-30 Taken Prisoner by Reds

End of side A
gide B

00-05 Experiences as prisoner of the Red army

05~12 1In the Red army: -poses as deserter Lo save hisg life
~-signs up as volunteer in Red army to avoid detention
-on leave

12-18 Wwalks home; illness

18-19 Recaptured by Red army

19-21 As bookkeeper in the Red army

End of part I




Part II of interview #44; Tape #56 side B cont. and Tape #66, side A and side B
Date: py 10, 1978
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #56, side B cont.

21-22 Introduction

22-23 Getting a job in the Red army as bookkeeper
23-26 In the Red army on the Polish front

26-28 Hospital inmates killed by bandits

28-30 Leaving the army

End of Tape #56, side B
Tape #66, side A

00-02 Coming hone from the army; ravages/of war

02-10 Experience with post—civil war police

10-11 Obtains official release from army

11-13 Marriage to Maria Funk in 1923

13~17 1In the Communist civil service: -attempts to use Mr. Hamm as spy

-in co-operative

17-20 On inflation

20-21 The abruptness of change under Russian Government

21-30 1In the civil service: -as bookkeeper in formerly Mennonite-owned factories
~his brother Henry in civil service
~lack of trust between Communists

End of side A
Side B

00-04 Refuses to spy on fellow werkers: given ultimatum
04-13 Emmigration: -borrows money to pay for passes
~via Riga, London, Liverpool
-crossed on Montrose; land in Halifax on 1lth of Jan., 1929
~to brother's place in Windsor
13~16 Moves to Hanover; works for 14 years hand-sanding mouldings
16-18 Move to St. Catherines
18~24 Paying Reiseschuld
24-26 TWorking during the Depression
26-28 Helping post-war emmigrees
28-29 FEating habits
29-30 Blank

End of Interview




RUSSTAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #45: Tape #57, sides A and B (60 minutesyx .
Tape #58, sides A and B (39 minutes)- "
Interviewee: WEILER, John, born in 1909,
Susan, born in 1909,
Interviewer: Stan Dueck
Date: Wednesday, April 26, 1978,
Place: #215 Pleasant Manor, Virgil, Ont,
Language: English

Tape §#57, side A
00-02 Introduction’
02-08 BRBiographical information

08-10 wWar; influence of German culture on Mennonites
10-17 Selbstschutz; -organization
-method of defense
-role of German soldiers
~difference between Red army and Makhno
17-25 Tamine: ~food wasted by roving bands
-self-rationing of food
-help from abroad
~distribution of food sent by Mennonite relief organizations
25-30 Preparation for emmigration; -role of leaders
' ~land division by Bolsheviks
End of side A

Side B

00-03 ©Ssale of farm
03-13 Emmigration: -train to Moscow

-through the Red Door

~-to Quebec via England
13-17 Arrival in Canada: -feelings on arrival

-first winter in Canada

17-22 Settling in Manitoba
22-23 Reiseschuld
23-25 Problems with the English Language
25-28 Mennonite settlement of Lena, Manitoba
28-30 Establishing the church

End of side B
Tape #5838, side A

00-12 The depression years

12-15 Move to Nivervilie

15-16 ZLay minister in Niverville

16-17 Buying a farm in Vvirgil, Ont.

17-21 Contact with Mennonites still in Russia
21-22 Biographical information, Mrs. Weier
22-26 On Makhno's terror

26~28 Emmigrated from Russia in 1925

28-30 Reflections on Russia; Canada

nd of side A

Side B
g .
00-07 Depression Memories  07-09 Interviewer's comments  End of tape.




RUSSTAN~MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS

of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #46: Tape #59, sides A and B (60 minutes), Part I/

Tape #6064, side B, and Tape #ég; side A and part sidéﬁ% (76 minutes),
Part II -

Interviewee: ENNS, Jacob, born in 1898.
Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Dates: April 25, 1978, and May 9,1978.
Place: (Creek Rd., Virgil (Box 123), Ont.
Language: Low German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #59, side A

00-01 Introduction
01-06 Biographical information
06-08 Russian soldiers receive free supplies from his boss
08-12 As Sanitaeter: -volunteered for extra salary
~-in bunkers against German air attack
~on trains for wounded
12-14 On leave in Kharkov
14-17 Bribes his way out of army; black market dealings
17-19 Acts of sabotage during the civil war
19-25 In Moscow in Oct. 1917: -smuggling flour into Moscow during Revolution
~bloodbath in Moscow; mass grave
25-29 Fleeing from bandits
29-30 On mission to get seed

End of side A
Side B

00-03 1In the Selbstschutz
03~10 Service in the White army: -in the 7th Division under Gen. Thiele
~training; as machine gunner
~fighting with the White army
~Mennonites who were wounded in service
10-15 On leave; flight to Schoenau
15-20 wWhite army returns: -from Crimea
~Deniken, Wrangel
~-English interests in the White army
20-30 Emmigration: ~-start of emmigration
~decision to leave ]
-difficulties in obtaining papers

End of Part I

.o MO




..page 2
Part IT of Intervview #406: Tape #64, side B, and Tape 65, sideg A and B
Date: May 9, 1978.
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #64, side B

00-01 Introduction
01-04 1Illness prevents May 5, 1929 emmigration
04-17 VWorking in Soviet co-operative: -elected to co-op
~co-0op moves to Melitopol
-method of operation
-buying and selling goods
17-19 "I have German blood but a Russian soul"
19-30 Working towards emmigration: -papers brought in order
~Jacob Doerksen, Communist, arranges papers
-more difficulties with papers
-attempts to bribe official
auction sale

~-to Memrik
End Side B

Tape #65, side A

00-13 Final preparations for emmigration: -Jan. 1, 1930, Mennonites forbidden to go
-German consulate arranges permission
~further complications
~-borrows money for trip

13-30 Emmigration: ~to Moscow for visas and tickets

-train to Riga; loses baggage
-to Hammerstein
~has pneumonia at Hammerstein; stays until May 12, 1930
~-McKenzie King
-Benjamin Unruh: known as Father Unruh
End of Side A~

Side B

00-13 1In Brazil: -given 22 Ha., of land
~as cobbler; cutting ebony
-fighting communism
-prefers Brazil to Canada

13-14 C(Comes to Canada; to Leamington

14-15 Black market in Russia

15-16 Interviewer's comments

End of the Interview




RUSSTAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #47: Tape #60, sides A and B (60 minutes)‘jf?

Tape #61, sides A and B (41 minutes)
Interviewee: TQEWS, Gerhard, born in 1897.
Interviewer: Stan Dueck
Date: Tuesday, May 2, 1978.
Place: 74 Louisa St., St. Catherines, Ont.
Language: German
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)
Tape #60, side A

00-01 1Introduction
01-03 Biographical information
03-12 Before the Revolution: -Communist minority in Dumas
-Mennonite patriotism before the war
~rise in strength of robber bands
-change in loyalty of German-speaking people
12-21 war and Revolution: -Kerensky and the provisional government
-Lenin's plan for civil war and terror
-political ignorance of Mennonites
-German-Ukranian peace
-land appropriation
21-29 (ivil war: -education interrupted
-mismanagement of Collectives
-decision by Mennonites to defend themselves
~anarchism of Makhno in 1905
-Ukranian government
-White army: -beginning of White army
-the draft
~non-combatant status of Mennonites
29-30 Blank

End of side A

Side B

00-01 Blank

01-06 White army: ~insufficient support by France and England
~retreat to Crimea
~disgbanded in Crimea, 1920

06-07 Red promise of freedom after civil war

07-08 Murderous Red regiment in Crimea

08-10 Dispersion of the White army

10-12 Help for refugees from M.C.C,: Orie Miller, Schlaeger, and Stolzfuss

12-15 Fmmigration begins: -Mennozentrum and Studiencommission

15-17 Year as refugee in Baltic states and Germany

17-21 Medical inspection and Lechfeld

21-25 Fate of White army and its leaders

25-30 As group leader in Canada: duties and responsibilities

End of side B

. s LROTE




Interview #47 concluded; Tape #61, sides A and B

SUBJRCT

INDEX (in minutes)

Side A

00-03
03-05
05-10

10-12
12-14
14-17
17-19
19~21
21-25

25-26
26-29
29-30

End of

Side B

00-01
01-03

03-04
04-09
09-11

End of

School system of Russizn Mennonites

Origin of Low German in Friesland

Experience in the White army: -military training in school
-gservice in the cavalry
-provisioning the army

German army and Selbstschutz

As refugee: aid from M.C.C,

In Saskatchewan: relationship to Kanadier

Marriage to Elias and origin of unusual Mennonite surnames

Appropriation and distribution of property by Bolsheviks

Move to Germany 1939: -severity of Canadian depression

-service in the German army on the Russian front

Return to Canada in 1951

Hitler's mistakes

Blank

side A

Blank
Authorship: =-Schoenfeld, Heimat in Truemmern, Heimat in Flammen, Hinten
der Roten Mauer
~-Arnold Dyck, Jacob Janzen
Contact with those still in Russia
Canadian situation and Politics
Interviewer's comments

interview

See also Schoenfeld, 1939, Rundschau Publishing House, Winnipeg, Man.

Die Heimat in Trimmern, 1936, Warte Publishing House, Steinbach, Man

Die Heimat in Flammen and Hinten der Roten Mauer, date of publication
and publisher unknown.




RUSSTAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interviewee: REMPEL, Agatha, born in 1906,
Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: Tuesday, May 2, 1978.

Place: 2 Pearce Ave., St. Catherines, Ont,
Language: English

Interview #48: Tape #62, sides A and B (60 minutes)

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

00~-01 1Introduction
01-06 Biographical information
06-16 Wwar and revolution: -father as C. 0. in W. W. I
-lost land in 1918
~fled to Molotschna in 1919
~cattle disease brought by Red army
-did statistical work for provisional government in Wachmut
16-20 Teaching school; stopped by Red government
20-25 (Conditions prior to and leading up to emmigration
25-30 Emmigration:; ~-delay in trip ’
-quarantine in Southampton
~-to Altona, Manitoba; received by Gerbrandt family
End of Side A

Side B

00-03 Working in Altona

03-07 Reesor experiences

07-11 Left Reesor; moved to Grunthal area in 1927; were cheated in farm purchase
11-15 Father's death in 1928

15-24 Working and moving

24-25 Reiseschuld

25~27 ZLearning English

27-28 The church in Grunthal; in Niverville

28-29 On Kanadier; on leaving Russia ‘

29~30 Interviewer's comments

End of Interview




RUSSTAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontarioc)

Interview #49: Tape #63, side A only (30 minutes) L.l
Interviewee: BRAUN, Sara, born in 1895.

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: May 2, 1978

Place: 10 Draper St., St. Catherines, Ont.

Language: English

SURJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Side A

00-01 Introduction

01-03 Biographical information

03-05 Emmigration to Rosthern, Sask.

05-07 Working and paying Reiseschuld

07-10 Going to school in Canada; teaching school

10-15 On school and teaching school in Russia

15-16 Mennonites in Russian society

16-17 Bandits in Russia

17~22 FEmmigration: -possibilities
~working with refugees
~difficulties in emmigrating
-A. P. Regier, group leader (see Interview #39, tapes #47 and #48)

22-25 Turther biographical information

25~27 Purchase of farm near Hague, Sask.

27-28 Interviewer's comments

End of tape




RUSSTAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS

of the 1920's (Ontario)

s
Y

Interview #50: Tape #67, sides A and B (60 minutes)gﬁ&
Interviewee: BERG, Maria, born in 1887.

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: May 24, 1978,

Place: 2nd Ave. Louth, R. R, #3, St. Catherines, Ont.

Language: Low German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

00-01 1Introduction

01-07 Biographical information

07-15 The War; -enmity against Mennonites because of economic disparity
-~husband was Wolost leader; gerved as Sanitaer
lived with her mother while Mr. Berg was in the service

15-22 Experiences with Makhno

22-28 As refugees in Alau; experiences with bandits

28~30 The German occupation

End of Side A
Side B

00-01 Beginning of emmigration; Studiencommission
01-07 Help from North America during the famine
07-08 Relations between Russians and Mennonites
08-15 Emmigration; ~left in 1923
~husband was group leader on the train
-medical examination
-through Riga; landed at Quebec; to Morris, Man.
15~17 Met in Morris by Abram Eidse
17-18 About Makhno's bandits
18-23 Early years in Morris; Reiseschuld
23-24 Move to their own land !
24-28 Move to Reesor; stayed there 18 years; move to Ontario %
28-29 Interviewer's comments i

End of Interview : %




RUSSTIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

AR
Interview #51; Tape #68, sides A and B (56 minutes) L 7V

Interviewee: ANDREWS, Cornelius, born in 1898.
Anna, born in 1900,

Interviewer: Stan Dueck
Place: 52 Leeper St., St. Catherines, Ont,
Date: May 24, 1978.

Language: Low German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

00-01 1Introduction
01-05 Biographical information ]
05-10 war and revolution:; ~-to Caucasian front as Sanitaer
~-German occupation
~gtart of revolution
10-19 (Civil war: -fighting for White army; retreat from Moscow to Crimea
-Selbstschutz; service in Selbstschutz
-chaos in Russia
19-20 Aid from America; end of Selbstschutz
20-23 Feelings on Russian people; Russian~Mennonite relations
23-28 Emmigration in 1925
28-29 0On communism
29-30 Blank

End of side A
Side B

00-05 Emmigration; arrival in Winnipeg; Directed to Arnaud
05-06 Working for H, W, Friesen on farm
06-13 Experiences with Kleine Gemeinde: -Abram Eidse
' : ~necktie and harmony singing in church
~helping other Russian Mennonites
~generosity of Kleine Gemeinde
13-15 Depression memories
15-20 Opinions: ~on having come to Canada
-on Germany; Hitler
-on Jews; on rich people
-on travel
20-25 Paying Reiseschuld; helping others immigrate
25-26 Interviewer's comments

End of Interview




RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #52: Tape #101l, sides A and B (60 minutes)’?f
Tépe #102, side A only (30 minutes) o
Interviewees: DRIEDGER, N.N., born in 1895
JANZEN, Jac. D., born in 1895

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau
Date: August 22, 1977

Place: R.R. #4, Leamington, Ont.
Language: German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape # 101, side A

00-01 Introduction
01-06 Biographical Information
06-15 Early years in Canada

15-29 Organization of the United Mennonite church:

End of side A

Side B

I

!

]

{

Jac. H. Janzen

Mr. Driedger is elected
elder in Leamington
separation of the M.B.
church

why 1932 conference was
not held

connections between
Reesor, Essex County, and
Kitchener

ministers’' conference

00-04 The function of the Predigerkonferenz; Jac. H. Janzen's role

04-11 Difficulties in serving the new church
11-14 Youth activities in the church

14-20 1Increase in education: - intermarriage with non-Mennonites

- drift from tradition

20-30 Anti-German sentiments and activities during W.W. 2

End of Side B

Tape #102, side
00-14 WwW.w, 2:

b

[ |

14-21 The Vertreter Versammlung:

I

Rev. Janzen's house searched by police

the Deutsche Bund

Mennonite pro~German sympathy

youth and the army

Reiseschuld question

discord between the church and the
Versammlung

B.B. Wiens and Tlder Janzen




...page 2

21-25 The Sunday school teachers' conference
25-30 M.B. - U.M, relations after split

End of the Interview

See also Interview #59 with Rev. Janzen and Interview #66 with Altester
Driedger for further information and biographical sketches.




RUSSTAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS

of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #53: Tape #70, sides A and B (60 mindtes) 5i
Interviewee: DUECK, H. J., born in 1899.

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Place: #215 Tabor Apartments, 3 Tabor Dr., st. Catherines, Ont.
Date; May 29, 1978,

Language: Low German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Side A

00-01 1Introduction
01-05 Biographical information
05-09 Service in the Sanitaetsdienst
09-12 The Selbstschutz: -in the cavalry
-people they protected most critical of Selbstschutz
12~15 Tather loses land; marriage
15-16 On dislike of ministers
16~17 The German occupation
17~-22 Feelings on Russians; ~characteristics of Russians
~father beloved by Russian people
22-24 On the czar
24-26 Makhno; the famine
26-30 Preparing to emmigrate

End of Side A
gide B

00-03 Getting papers for emmigration

03-08 Fmmigration; to his gister in Saskatchewan
08~19 Early years in Canada

19-20 On the Canadian government

20-23 On learning English; on homesickness for Russia
23-28 Personal contributions to the church

28~29 1Interviewer's comments

End of Interview




RUSSTAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS

of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #54: Tape #71, sides A and B (42 minutes)
Interviewee: WUERFFEL, Renate, born in 1898.
Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Place: Tabor Manor, 1 Lawrence Ave., St. Catherines, Ont.
Date; May 29, 1978.

Language: German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

00-01 1Introduction
01-04 Biographical information

04-06 The first World War ‘
06-11 Story of her husband's escape from a Russian prisoner-of-war camp
11-15 Husband in Selbstschutz; parents oppose thelr emmigration to Germany
15-17 Life in Germany after first World War
17-21 Joining her family in Manitoba
21-29 Early years in Canada: -in knitting factory
~move to Alberta
-own knitting shop in Lethbridge
End of Side A

Side B

00-08 Move to Ontario; activities in Ontario
08-10 Feelings about Germany

10-11 About her sore leg

11-12 Interviewer's comments

End of Interview




RUSSTAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #55: Tape #72, sides A and B (60 minutes)
Interviewee: MATHIES, John, born in 1910.
Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: May 31, 1978.

Place: 42 Neptune St., St. Catharines, Ont.
Language: English

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #72, side A

00-01 1Introduction

01-05 Biographical information

05-06 About his grandfather

06-12 About Makhno; maternal grandparents (Balzer) murdered (see also
Tape #79, Interview #60, J.P. Driedger)

12-17 After the visit of the bandits; on the defencelessness of the
Mennonite colonies

17~-24 The Hungersnot

24-27 TInequality between the Mennonites and the Russian peasants

27-29 The Selbstschutz

29-30 Emmigration: - trachoma

End of side A

Side B

00-03 Emmigration continued

03-15 Early years in Canada

15-18 On Canadian Mennonites

18-23 Learning English

23-24 Politics in Canada

24-29 On conditions in Russia; anti-Communist feelings
29-30 Interviewer's comments

End of the Interview



RUSSIAN~MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #56: Tape #73, sides A and B (60 minutes) ()

Interviewee: WALLMAN, Paul, born in 1901

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date:

Place:

May 31, 1978
#416 Tabor Apts., 3 Tabor Dr., St. Catherines, Ont.

Language: German /

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #73, side A

00-01
01-10
10-12
12-16
16-21
21-25
25-27
27-29
29-30

End of
Side B
00-12

12-18
18-20
20-23
23-26
26-29
29-30

End of

Introduction

Biographical information

The Revolution and unrest

Alternative service at a hogpital for nervous disorders
Flight to Moscow in 1929

Emmigration

Service in the White army

Relations with Russian people

How the '29 flight to Moscow started

gide A

Emigration: -refugees at Moscow
-to Hammerstein; epidemic there
-to Arnaud, Man.
Going to school and Normal school in Canada
Tuberculosis
Working in Manitoba; move to Ontario
Reiseschuld; the church in Canada
Contacts with his brother in Russia; biogrphical information
Interviewer's comments

the Interview



RUSSTAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #57: Tape #74, sides A and B
Tape #75, side A only (78 minutes)
Interviewee: PETERS, John, born in 1902
Interviewer: Stan Dueck
Date: June 5, 1978.
Place: Leamington Home for the Aged, 22 Garrison St., Leamington, Ont.
Language: Low German
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)
Tape # 74, side A

00-01 Introduction

01-04 Biographical information

04~08 About the Revolution

08-19 Post-revolutionary Russia: - Red Army in Siberia
—- service in the Red Army
- changes under Stalin

19-21 Emmigration from Siberia
21-30 Experiences in China: - emmigrated to China
- working in China

End of Side A

Side B

00-10 About Emmigration: - on merchant vessel
- by train through France
— to Brazil; to Paraguay
10-28 In Paraguay: - buying land from the Board of Colonization
~ equipment given to them by Germany
~ conditions in the Mennonite Colony

End of side B

Tape #75, side A

00-~05 About eye infection; about Mennonite congregations in Paraguay
05-07 VWorking in Canada

07-09 Feelings about Russia

09-18 More about his service as a prison guard in the Red Army

End of the Interview



RUSSTIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS

of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #58: Tape #76, sides A and B (60 minutes)

Tape #77, side A only (14 minutes)
Interviewees: PIENNER, Jac. P, born in 1901

Katherina, born in 1901

Interviewer: Stan Dueck
Date: June 6, 1978
Place: Leamington Home for the Aged, 22 Garrison St., Leamington, Ont.
Language: Low German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #76, side A

00-01 Introduction
01-05 Biographical information
05~10 The First World War
10-13 The Revolution
13-20 Makhno: =~ living in fear
- bandits bring typhus
20-30 Conditions after the Revolution

End of Side A

Side B

00-14 After the Civil War: - flight to Memrik
- teaching school
— in the Red Army

14~25 Emigration: - B.B. Janz ’

arrival in Saskatoon

dispersal of family

25-30 Early years in Canada

End of Side B

Tape #77, side A

00-04 As teacher and minister in Saskatchewan

04~-08 On learning English; contact with non-immigrants
08~13 Biographical information on Mrs. Penmner

13-14 Interviewer's comments

End of the Interview




RUSSTAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #59, Part I: Tape #78, sides A and B (60 minutes)

Interviewee: JANZEN, Jac. D., born in 1895

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: June 6, 1978

Place: 33 Poplar St., Leamington, Ont.

Language: English

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape # 78, side A

00-01 1Introduction

01-09 Biographical Information

09-15 W.W. #1; in Sanitdtsdienst

15-16 Conditions in Russia at the time of the Revolution

16-21 Kerensky and the election

21-30 After the Communist take-—over: =~ atheism of the government
~ relations between Russians and

Mennonites
-~ conditions of workers

End of Side A

Side B

00-11 The nature of Russian people; Mennonite-Russian relations
11-19 Plan to draft Mennonite Sanitdter; their response
19~23 Imprisoned for writing a letter of complaint to the government
23-29 Organizing emigration: - B.B. Janz

- emigration lists
29-30 Organizing the United Mennonite Church

End of Side B

Tape #77, side B

00-10 Leamington ministry begun: - ordination of the first ministers

- difficulties in serving a diverse
congregation

delegation to Halbstadt to obtain arms

— organization of the Selbstschutz

- opposition to the Selbstschutz

- story of bandits in their home

- return of arms to Halbstadt

10-28 The Selbstschutz:

End of Part I




Interview #59, Part II:

Interviewee:

Date:

...page 2

Tape #89, sides A and B(60 minutes)

Tape #90, sides A and B (52 minutes)

June 21, 1978

Language: German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #89, side A

00-01
01-16

16-30

End of

Side B
00-12

12-28
28-30

End of

JANZEN, Jac. D., born in 1895

Introduction
Preserving the German language in Canada: ~ German schools
~ feelings of church members
on preserving German

Pro-German sympathy during W.W. #2: - German agents and propaganda

-~ secret police search his house

- anti-Mennonite feelings
Side A
W.W. #2 continued: - Mennonites burning "Mein Kampf"

- first all-Mennonite peace conference
-~ police activity against the church
- suicides related to pro-Hitler sentiments
The future of the Mennonite church; story of his daughter's inter-marriage

Setting emigration in motion

Side B

Tape #90, side A

00-01
01-15

15-20
20-28
28-30
End of

Side B

00-01
01-06
06~16

Blank
Preparation for Emigration:

Emigration

conditions imposed by Russian government
arrangements by B.B. Janz

initial meeting in Rickenau

favouritism connected with emigration lists
circumstances of his family prior to
emigration

Arrival and early experiences in Manitoba: -~ unscrupulous land agents

On Canadian Mennonites

side A

Blank

- move to Ontario

On Canadian Mennonites; move to Leamington
Working in tobacco in Leamington




16~21 Further biographical information
21-22 Interviewer's comments

Ind of the Interview

For further information see also interview #52.

...page 3




RUSSTAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #60: Tape #79, sides A and B (60 minutes){./

Tape #80, sides A and B (60 minutes) .~
Interviewee: DRIEDGER, J.P., born in 1901
Interviewer: Stan Dueck
Date: June 6, 1978
Place: R.R. #5, Leamington, Ont.
Language: German
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)
Tape #79, side A

00-01 TIntroduction
01-05 Biographical information
05-12 Life on the estate in Russia
12-18 W.W. #l: - mobilization
- aid for soldiers' families
- anti-German sentiment
18-23 Attitude towards the czarist government
23-27 Post-czarist government: - Kerensky
- Bolshevik Putsch
- land liquidation
27-29 The German occupation of the Ukraine
29-30 Bandits and civil war

End of Side A

Side B

00-14 Experiences at the hands of bandits: - uncle murdered
- Toews estate burned (see
Interview #47 with Gerhard Toews)
-~ Balzer family murdered (see also
Interview #55 with John Mathies)
- £light to Orloff
14-25 1In the Red Army: - landowners' sons were not given weapons
- breeding horses in the army
25-30 Preparations for emigration

End of Side B

Tape #80, side A

00-05 Conditions in Russia at the time of emigration
05-21 Account of emigration
21-30 First year in Waterloo

End of side A




...page 2

Pelee Island: =~ share-cropping tobacco
- Reiseschuld paid in two years
Account of activities through the depression; after the depression
The church on Pelee Island; in Leamington
On politics in Canada
Feelings towards Russia
Orloff described
Interviewer's comments

the Interview




Side B

00-05 Pelee Island: -~ share-cropping tobacco

~ Reiseschuld paid in two years
05-12 Account of activities through the depression; after the depression

12-16 The church on Pelee Island;
16-20 On politics in Canada
20-23 Feelings towards Russia
23-29 Orloff described

29-30 Interviewer's comments

End of the Interview

in Leamington

...page 2



RUSSTAN~-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #61: Tape #81, sides A and B (90 minutes) (.0
Interviewee: THIESSEN, Gerhard, born -in 1894

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date:

Place:

June 7, 1978

74 Danforth Ave., Leamington, Ont.

Language: German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #

00-01
01-03
03-06
06-09
09-25

25-29
29-36
36-41
41-45

End of

Side B

00-07
07-11

11-20

20-26

26-30
30-32
32-35
35~41
41-43
43-44

End of

81, side A

Introduction

Biographical information

As Sanitir

Completing his education

The Sanitftsdienst: - on trains bringing wounded to Moscow
- story of a cholera case

Flight from Makhno

Return to their estate; the German occupation

In Schbnau as refugee; Hungersnot

The Selbstschutz

Side A

The Selbstschutz continued
Preparing to leave Russia: -~ N.E.P.
~ confiscation of property

Emigration: - to Riga

~ medical inspection

- arrival in Quebec
Pelee Island: -~ share-cropping

- the church

Reasons for leaving the island for Leamington
Difficulties with the English language
Farming in Leamington
As minister on Pelee Island
Feelings about Russia
Interviewer's comments

the Interview




RUSSTIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920°'s (Ontario)

Interview #61: Tape #8l, sides A and B (90 minutes)_;:;
Interviewee: THIESSEN, Gerhard, born in 1894
Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: June 7, 1978

Place: 74 Danforth Ave., Leamington, Ont.

Language: German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape # 81, side A

00-01 Introduction

01-03 Biographical information

03-06 As Sanitdr

06-09 Completing his education

09-25 The SanitHtsdienst: - on trains bringing wounded to Moscow
~ story of a cholera case

25-29 TFlight from Makhno

29-36 Return to their estate; the German occupation

36-41 In SchBnau as refugee; Hungersnot

41-45 The Selbstschutz

End of Side A

Side B
00-07 The Selbstschutz continued
07-11 Preparing to leave Russia: -~ N.E.P.
- confiscation of property
11-20 Emigration: - to Riga

- medical dnspection

~ arrival in Quebec
20-26 Pelee Island: - share-cropping

-~ the church

26-30 Reasons for leaving the island for Leamington
30-32 Difficuities with the English language
32-35 Farming in Leamington
35-41 As minister on Pelee Island
41-43 TFeelirzs about Russia
43-44 Interviewer's comments

End of the Interview



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #62, Part I: Tape #82, sides A and B (60 minutes)
Interviewee: FAST, John, born in 1905

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: June 19, 1978

Place: #10-129 pivision St., Kingsville, Ont,

Language: English

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)
Tape #82, side A

00-01 Introduction
01-04 Effect of the war on the schools
04-08 Mennonites and War: - the Selbstschutz
-~ C.0., status
~ hypocrisy of Mennonites
08-12 TFreedoms in Russia at the time of the Revolution
12-30 Churches in Russia: - Russian-Canadian Mennonite rift
-~ Baptist influence on Mennonite church
=~ Greek Orthodox church
- religious restrictiong in Russia
- reaction of Menmonites to inter-marriage

End of Side A
Side B

00-05 1Intellectual atmosphere of Mennonite schools in Russia
05~07 On Russian-Mennonite interaction
07-15 gaigration and the post~revoluticnary climate
15-20 Attitude of Mennonite emigrees towards Russia
20-30 W.W. II: =~ in the Canadian army
- German sympathizers in Canada

End of Part I
Part II of Interview #62: Tape #95, Sides A and B (60 minutes)
Tape #95, side A

00-01 1Introduction
01-04 Keeping food cool
04-30 Russian-Mennonites at the time of the Revolution:
-~ Neuhalbstadt; Tiege~(Orlof
~ progress, freedom and wealth
- comparison of Mennonite youth tc the hippie movement
- anti-semitism

End of Side A
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Tape #95, side B

00-07 Amenities in Russia

07-12 Jews in the Communist hierarchy
12-20 Music in Russia

20-29 vpyost W.W. II Russian theatre
29-30 Interviewer's comments

End of the Interview



RUSSTAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #63; Tape #69, sides A and B (60 minutes) é;?
Tape #63, side B (20 minutes) o)

Interviewee: BARG, Abram, born in 1895

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: June 20, 1978

Place: 1 Margaret St,, Leamington, Ont,.

Language: German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #69, side A

00-01 Introduction
01-08 Biographical information
08~-10 The Balzer family murder (see also Mathies, Interview #55); Thiessen family
murder
10-30 Ccivil Wary =~ flight to Molotschna
- Selbstschutz
~ avoiding service in the Selbstschutz

End of side A
Side B

00~-05 The Mennonite leaders

05-09 oOn the Reiseschuld problem

09-25 Emigration and the early vears in Canada
25-30 014 Order Mennonites

Fnd of Side B
Tape #63, Side B

00-04 Adjusting to life in Canada

04-19 W, W. II: =-on W, W. II
~Trudeau and the welfare state
~Jewish plot to control the world
~which side was right?

19-20 Interviewer's comments

End of the Interviiw

(See also Barg, Abram "My 1,ife My Story' in the Courad Grebel archives)



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #64: Tape #84, sides A and B (60 minutes)

Tape #85, sides A and B (60 minutes)

Interviewee: FISCHER, Alex, born in 1894

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date:

Place:

June 20, 1978
166 Talbot St. E., Leamington, Ont,

Language: English
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #84, side A

00-01
01-15
15-19
19-30

End of

Side B

00-30

End of

Introduction

Biographical information

Service in W.W., I

The Revolution: =~ breakdown in military discipline
- death of Rasputin
- dissolution of the cavalry

Side A

The Civil War: - expropriation of property
- fighting the Bolsheviks
~ hiding from the Red Army
~ in the White Army
-~ disarmament

Side B

Tape #85, side A

00-04
04-18
18-25
25-30

End of
Side B

00-05
05-08

Dispersal of the White Army; Wrangel in Crimea
The German Batallion; the Selbstschutz
Emigration; baptism into the Mennonite faith
Additional biographical information

gide A

Biographical information

Comparison of Mennonite and Roman Catholic lifestyles in Russian

villages
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08-22 Emigration: « as a train leader

- dinner in Poland

- arrival and reception in Waterloo
22-30 Working in Canada

End of the Interview



RUSSIAN~-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #65: Tape #86, sides A and B (46 minutes)
Interviewees: PAULS, Henry, born in 1904
Mrs. Henry, born in 1908
Interviewer: Stan Dueck
Date; June 206, 1978
Place: Blytheswood, Ontario
Language: English
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #86, side A

00~01 Introduction

01-09 Biographical information

09-14 Relations with Russians during W.W. I

14~-17 The Civil War

17-20 Emigration

20-24 First years in Canada

24~27 Reflections on hardships suffered in Russia
27-30 More on emigration

End of Side A
Side B

00~05 Life in Saskatchewan during the Depression
05-09 The children of Mr, and Mrs. Pauls

09-10 The move to Ontario

10-13 Sunningdale Sask., during the Depression
13-15 On Mr. Pauls' paintings

15-16 Interviewer's comments

End of the Interview



RUSSIAN~MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

"

Interview #66: Tape #87, sides A and B (60 minutes)<j;§

Tape #88, sides A and B (46 minutes)!
Interviewee: DRIEDGER, N,N., born in 1893
Interviewer: Stan Dueck
Date: June 21, 1978
Place: R.R. #4, Leamington, Ont,
lLanguage: German, some English
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)
Tape #87, side A

00-01 Introduction
01-10 Biographical information
10-24 Alternative service in W.W. I:

H

about the SanitHtsdienst

work as orderly on trains
~ asg secretary in Moscow

24-28 Learning English at a university in Moscow

28-30 Abdication of the Tzar

H

End of Side A
Side B

00-04 TLenin's return to Russia; choosing a system of government

04~08 The Revolution

08-12 The German occupation of the Ukraine

12-19 Post-occupation reaction of Russian peasants against Mennonites
19-30 The terror of Maklmo; the Selbstschutz; the Civil War

End of Side B
Tape #88
Side A

00~05 The hungry years; help from America
05-10 Emigration
10~18 Early years in Canada: =~ move from Manitoba to Ontario
- on learning English
, - ordination as minister

18-28 wW.W, 1I: - registration of Germans

- German sympathizers among the Memnmnonites

- non~resistance organizations

End of Side A
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gide B

00-15 The future of the Mennonite church: - language
intermarriage
the office of Elder

15-16 Interviewer's comments

End of the Interview



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS

of the 1920's (Ontario) -

Interview #67: Tape #91, sides A and B (60 minutes)
Tape #92, sides A and B (51 minutes) (D

Interviewee: EPP, Jacob, born in 1888

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: June 28, 1978

Place: #102-28 Garrison St,, Leamington, Ont.

Language: German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #91, side A

00-01 1Introduction
01-15 The Russian~-Mennonite village: - division of villages
- non~Mennonites in villages
- Anwohner
~ inheritance laws
- gpread of colonies
15-29 1In school; the Japanese-Russian War; students' strike in the school

End of Side A
Side B

00-04 Tiegenhagen and Sch¥nau; his marriage

04~08 Forestry service during W.W, I

08-15 The change in government; the curse of property

15-22 His parents' flight to Moscow; family members who stayed in Russia
22-29  Hungersnot; Makhno

End of Side B
Tape #92, Side A

00-03 The Civil war

03-12 The Selbstschutz; the German occupation
12-17 The New Economic Policy

17-25 Mrs. Epp's aistory in brief

25-28 Story of the murder of Mrs. Epp's father
28-30 Relations between Russians and Mennonites

End of Side A
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00-03 Relations with Russians

03-06 Emigration

06~12 CGetting established in Canada

12-15 Pro-German sympathy among Mennonites during W.W. II
15-17 On the family; on old age

17-20 The Depression

20-21 Interviewer's Comments

End of the Interview



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #68; Tape #93, sides A and B (60 minutes)
Tape #94, side A (25 minutes)

Interviewee: ENNS, Jobn, born ian 1901

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: June 28, 1978

Place: #101-28 Garrison St., Leamington, Ont,

Language: Low German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #93, side A

00-01 1Introduction
01-09 Biographical information
09-11 w.w. I
11-17 The Revolution; Russians and Mennonites
17-22 The German occupation of the Ukraine
22-28 The Civil War: -~ roving bands
- the Selbstschutz
~ travelling home during the Civil Wwar

End of Side A
gide B

00-13 Emigration: -~ retreat to Crimea with the White Army
- escape through Turkey
- as refugees with the M.C.C.

13~22  Working in Saskatchewan and in Manitoba

22-26 Move to Ontarioc

26-30 The illness of his first wife

End of Side B
Tape #94, Side A

00-10 The nature of Russians; their attitude towards Mennonites
10-12 Discipline «nd military exercises in school

12-16 On Canadian Mennonites

16-20 Learning English

20-21 Reiseschuld

21-24 Sympathies during W.W. II

24-25 (Contact with relatives in Russia

End of the Interview



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #69: Tape #96, sides A and B (60 minutes)
Tape #97, sides A and B (50 minutes)

Interviewees: THIESSEN, Johanna, born in 1898
TIESSEN, Justine, born in 1891

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

pDate: June 29, 1978

Place; #304-6 Garrison St., Leamington, Ont.

Language:; Low German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

00-01 1Introduction

01-10 Biographical information

10-30 Life as a refugee: ~flight in 1918
~-flight to Marienpol in 1920
~-losing land, money to insurredionists
-working on emigration papers

End of side A

Side B

00-02 Further biographical information

02-06 Murder of Justine's parents

06-14 Flight from bandits

14-19 The c¢ivil war

19-21 Feelings on the death of the czar

21-26 Adoption of seven orphans; the American relief work
26-30 Emigration

End of Side B
Tape #97, side A

00-05 About relatives in Russia under 3talin's rule
05-15 Settling in Canada

15-17 Reiseschuld

17-26 0On the hard times in Russia and in Canada

26-28 Life on a Gut in Russia

28-30 Crossing the Russian-~Polish border during W, W. I

End of Side A
gide B

C0-03 cConclusion of the border crossing story

03-06 The start of the Revolution

06~09 Relatives who stayed in Russia

09-12 No German sympathy during W, W, II

12-19 On learning English; on maintaining the German language
19«20 Interviewer's comments

knd of the interview



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #70: Tape #98, sides A and B (60 minutes)
Interviewee: FOUWK, Helen

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: June 29, 1978

Place: R, R, 3, Leamington, Ont,

Language: Low German

This interview has been deleted at Mrs, Founk's request.



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #71: Tape #99, sides A and B (60 minutes)

Tape #100, side A (17 minutes)

Interviewee: SAWATZKI, Peter J., born in 1894

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Dates

Place:

June 29, 1978

1 Countess St., Leamington, Ont.

Language: Low German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #99, "side A

00-01
01-05
05-06
06-16

16-20
20-24

24-30

End of
Side B
00~-06
06~ 10
10~-17
17-25
25-30

End of

Introduction
Biographical information
The teacher's position in the community
In the Vorstei during W.W. I: =~ method of drafting soldiers

- working in the forestry service

-~ leaving the service after the revoiution
The proportion of Russian to German taught in Mennonite schools
Differences in wealth and status between Germans and Russians under the
Czar
After the Revolution: =~ no religion taught in the schools

- the Civil War

side A

After the Civil War: =~ famine
- payment to teachers

Emigration

Early years in Manitoba

Differences between Kanadier and RlUsslidnder: -~ differences in education
- differences in practising

religion
The move to Leamington

side B

Tape #100, side A

00-07
07-13
13-16
16-17

End of

About keeping bees

Farming in Leamington

Mrs, Sawatzki is permanently injured in a car accident
Interviewer's comments

the Interview



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Ontario)

Interview #72: Tape #103, sides A and B (60 minates)
Interviewees: BAERG, Aron, born in 1904

Gertrude, born in 1905
Interviewer: Stan Dueck
Date: May 31, 1978
Place: 28 0l1ld oxford Rd,, St. Catharines, Ont,
Language: English
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #103, side A

00-01 1Introduction
01-08 Biographical information
08~14 W.W. I: - horses requisitioned
- quarantined because of smallpox
- Austrian prisoner of war on their farm
14~24 pxperiences at the hands of the bandits
24-30 The hungry years :

End of side A
Side B

00~05 =Emigration and re-~settlement
05-09 The trip from Russia

09~15 Farly years in (Canada

15-19 1Learning English

19-20 ©Political affiliation in Canada
20-23 In Coaldale after W.W. IT

23-30 story of escape from Makhno

End of the Interview



Interview #73: Tave #104, sides A and B (55 minutes) iééf

RUSSTIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Manitoba)

k}"\

Interviewee: REGEHR, Henry, born in 1903

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Dates

Place;

July 11, 1978
387 second St., Steinbach, Man,

Language: German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #104, Side A

00-01
01-07
07-09%
09-21

21-25
25~27
27-29
29-30

End of
Side B

60-03
03-07
07-10
10-13
13-17
17-19
19-24
24-25

End of

Introduction

Biographical information

The beginning of the Revolution

The terror of Makhno: account of the murder of 20 members of his family
in one hour

Working towards emigration

Detained in Southampton; Benjamin Unruh's role in solving difficulties
Arrival in Steinbach; move to Saskatchewan

The famine in Russia

gide A

Relations between Russiansg and Mennonites

The Depression in Saskatchewan

The church in Foam Lake, Sask.; ordained as minister
Thoughts on W.W. I1

About C.C. Peters; on education

Difficulties with the English language

Relatives in Russia; the recent emigration to West Germany
Interviewer's comments

the Interview



RUSSTAN~MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Manitoba)

Interview #74: Tape #105, sides A and B (60 minutes)
Interviewee: WIEBE, W.J., born in 1502

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: July 11, 1978

Place: 110 Barkman Ave,, Steinbach, Man,

Language:; Low German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #105, side A

00-01 Introduction

01-04 Biographical information

04-12 About W.W. I

12-30 Experiences in the post-revolutionary period

End of Side A
gide B

00-02 Selbstschutz partly responsible for Mennonite hardships
02-05 Avoiding the draft into the Red Army

05-13 1Incidents during the famine

13-20 Emigration

20-29 Early years in Canada

29-30 Interviewer's comments

End of the Interview



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Manitoba)

Interview #75; Tape #107, sides A and B (60 minutes)
Interviewee: EPP, H.H., born in 1901

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: July 12, 1978

Place: 345 Hanover St., Steinbach, Man,

Language: Low German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #107,; side A

00-01 1Introduction
01-05 Biographical information
05-15 War and revolution: -~ possessions taken
- forced to flee several times

15-18 The famine
18-28 Service in the Red Army
28-30 Emigration

End of side A
Side B

00-07 Emigration and early years in Canada
07-10 On Steinbach

10-14 About Canadian Mennonites

14~17 Reiseschuld; about his wife

17~20 Sympathies during W.W, II

20-29 Philosophy on variocus subjects
29-30 1Interviewer's comments

End of the Interview



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Manitoba)
Interview #76, Part I: Tape #106, sides A and B (60 minutes)

A

o

Tape #108, side A (30 minutes)
Interviewee: VOGT, Peter A., born in 1900
Interviewer: Stan Dueck
Date: July 13, 1978
Place: 383 Main St., Steinbach, Manitoba
Language: German
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)
Tape #106, side A

00-01 1Introduction ,

01-16 Mennonites in Russia: - industry in Schbnwiese

Flemish-Friesian origins

intermarriage

relations between Mennonites and Russians
16-20 On father's farm and business

20-30 About the Mennonite schools; W, W, T and anti~Cermanism

End of Side A

Side B

00-05 On schools; start of the Revolution

05-23 Emigration: B. B, Janz
- emigration lists
- bribery connected with emigration
- arrival in Clearspring

23-30 Early years in Cansada

End of Side B
Tape #108, Side A

00-04 The Revolution
04-18 The Selbstschutz: - influence of the German occupation
- bandits were considered to be animals
18-24 After the Revolution: - repatriation of land
- in the civil service
24-29 The Studiencommission; those who did not emigrate

End of Part I

» s LIOTE



Part II of Interview #76: Tape #108, side B (30 minutes)
Tape #109, side A (9 minutes)

pate: July 22, 1978

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #108, side B

00~01 TIntroduction
01-14 Relations between Russian and Canadian Mennonites: - Friesen~Braun suit
« influence on education

14-26 More on Russian~Mennonite schools
26-29 Mennonite pro-German sympathy during W. W, II

End of gide B
Tape #109, side A

00-08 Hitler; German occupation; Bernhard BRott
08-09 Interviewer's comments

End of the Interview



S

Interview #77: Tape #110, sides A and B (60 minutes) -

RUSSTAN-MENVONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Manitoba)

A

} 1

Tape #111, side A (30 minutes) JL

Interviewees: PENNER, Jacob, born in 1897

Aganetha, born in 1897

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date:

Place:

July 14, 1978

Main St,, Grunthal, Man,

Language; German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #110, side A

00-01
01-~05
05~18
18-23
23-25
25-29
End of
Side B
01~-09
09-25
25-30

End of

Introduction
Biographical information
Revolutionary experiences: =~ devaluation of money
~ life threatened by bandits
More biographical information
The SanitHtsdienst
Anti~German sentiments

Side A

Persecution because of wealth

After the Revoluticon: - American help during the famine
- typhus epidemics
- robbed by baundits

Pmigration

side B

Tape #111, side A

00-038
08-i3
13-22
22-23
23-26
26-29

End of

Early years in Canada

Learning the English language; lcss of the German language
More biographical information

On the Reiseschuld

Becoming a Canadian citizen

Feelings on Canada; on Russia

the Interview



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920fs (Manitoba)

Interview # 78: Tape #112, sides A and B (60 minutes) &ufi
Interviewee: GUENTHER, Franz, born in 1891

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: July 14, 1978

Place: #3, Senior Citizen's Apartments, Main St., Grunthal, Man,
Language: German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #112, side A

00~01 Introduction

01-06 Biographical information

06~15 Discussion of Russian~Mennonite contemporaries
15-18 The Japanese~-Russian War

18-20 Mennonite schools in Russia

20-24 civil prisonsrs during W.W, I

24-30 W.W. I

End of gide A
§ide B

00-06 Emigration

06-12 Life under the Bolshevik government
12-21 Early years in Canada

21-28 As merchant in Grunthal

28-29 On W.W. II

29-30 Interviewer's comments

End of the Interview



%

RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Manitoba)

Interview #79: Tape #113, sides A and B (60 minutes
Tape #114, side B (28 minutes)

Interviewee: BESTVATER, Abram, born in 1899

Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: July 14, 1978

Place; Grunthal, Man.

Language: Low German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #113, side A

00~01 Introduction

01-11 Biographical information

11-30 W, W, I: ~German citizenship
~internment as an undesireable alier
~return home; famine

End of Side A

gide B

00-03 Biographical information on Mrs, Bestvater
03-06 The Selbstschutz
06~12 The post-revolutionary years
12-30 Emigration: ~difficulty with passes
~in Germany
End of gide B

Tape #114, Side A

00-05 As refugces in GCermany

05-~16 Early years in Canada

16-19 Dpifferences between Chortitzer and Molotschna
19-22 Learning English from grandchildren

22-27 On their church in Canada

27-28 Interviewer's comments

End of the interview




RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Manitoba)

Interview #80: Tape #115, sides A and B (60 minutes

Tape #114, side B (16 minutes)
Interviewee: DUECK, Gerhard G., born in 1891
Interviewer:; Stan Dueck
pDate: July 18, 1978
Place: Springstein, Man,
Language: Low German
SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)
Tape #115, side A

80-01 Introduction

01-04 Biographical information

04~13 Service in the Vorestei

13-20 The Revolution:; «parents' flight to Molotschna
~farming after the Revolution

20-25 The German occupation

25-28 Death of the czar; Kerensky

28-30 The Selbstschutz

End of Side A
gide B

00-05 More on the Selbstschutz
05-10 Preparing for emigration
10~13 Relatives in Russia today
13-15 - Emigration
15-21 ©First home in Canada: communal farm in Manitoba
21-24 Reiseschuld
24-30 The Depression; ~-worthlessness of farm produce
' -developement of the local church
~learning English
End of Side B

Tape #1114, Side B

00-G5 The school in Springstein; lawsuit to enlarge school district
05~10 Pro-German sympathies during W. W, II

10-15 7Thoughts on the current Canadian condition

15-16 Interviewer's comments

End of the Interview




RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS

of the 1920's (Manitocha)

Interview #81l: Tape #116, sides A and B (60 minutes)
Interviewee: FROESE, Franz Peter, born in 1883
Interviewer: Stan Dueck

Date: July 20, 1978

Place; #201-171 Donwood Manor, Winnipeg, Man,
Language: Low German

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes)

Tape #116, side A

00-01 Introduction

01-06 Biographical information

06-09 Service in the Vorstei; loss of patrictism

09-11 Appropriation of property; the Vorstei

11-14 M,B.'s in Siberia

14-16 N,E,P,; emigration

16-22 Early years in Saskatchewan

22-29 Working in Ontario, Manitoba and British Columbia

End of Side A
gide B

00-05 After his retirement

05-10 On Russians and Mennonites

10-14 On Jews

14-16 Loss of rights during the Revolution
16-18 Pro~Hitler sympathies

18-28 On Canadian Mennonites

28-29 Interviewer's comments

End of the Interview



RUSSTAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS
of the 1920's (Manitoba)

Interview #82: Tape #117, sides A and B (44 minutes)

Interviewee: REMPEL, Amna, born in 1893
Interviewer; Stan Dueck

Date: July 20, 1978

Place: #303-165 Donwood Manor, Winnipeg, Man,
Language: Low German

SUBJECT INDEX (In minutes)

Tape #117; side A

00-01 Intreduction

01-11 Flight and famine after the Revolution
11~15 Lifestyle before the Revolution

15-21 Uncles killed by Makhno

21-26 Getting emigration papers

End of side A

Side B

01-04 Early vyears in Canada

04~-08 As a city missionary in Saskatchewan

08~14 Move to Donwood Manor; feelings on Russia

End of the Interview



