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Hist.Mss. 22.2.1 

RUSSIAJ.-:r::T'io':rflB J' :rT(!JRA:rrS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #1: 'l'a})e #1, sires A and B (105 i:inutr:s) 

Interviewee: EAR'C::::S, Cornelius, born 1892. 

Interviewer: Uenry Paetkau 

D~te: Tue8~ay, May 25, 1976. 

=)lace: 330 Joseph St .. , New Ha:nburr', Ont .. 

Ger:n2n 

SUJ3J~CT HTDK{ (j.n minutes) 

Si('0 A 

CO-Ol 
01-05 
05-12 

12-18 

18-21 
21-24 
2l}-27 
27-

;'2-37 

Introcluct:1,on 
J3iocrapl'dcal data; Forstei service 
Government: -liquidation of land 

-protest and atteJn1)ted IIHoll!:1nc,erei 11 

Revolution: -Kerensky, Stalin 
-concern to preserve life 

Cerman army occu]ation 
under the ita army 
:mner tI! e, Rect ar::1Y 
F"1i:'-ration: -3 .. F. JC:O!1Z 
American aid: -~iller 
Econo:nic con6:ttions: -under Lenj,n and 0tali ': 

-starvation; little to e 
37-53 Emirration: -proceEs and procecure 

-personal feelinrs and reflections 
-trip out of Russia; on t~e boat 

53-55 Arrival in Canada: -~uebec city 
-feelinrs upon arrival 

-;:''';nr; 0 f Side A 

Side B 

OO-lC 

10-13 
1 :'-15 
15-20 
20-22 
22-26 

26-30 
3'J-37 
37-IjO 
L,O-LI5 

Early years in Ontario 
-on the farm, other jobs 
-co:nment on Pre:-!d.er Benn~t 

Own ~arnass imd 8,:oe repair shon 
Influence of experiences on the fa~ily 
Attendin,·' a IJuthern ch.lrch 
EeiE:eschu1d 
Attitude of Canadians to ration, i:miCrants, 

RUGsia 
Jecob rr. ,)anzen 
LeDrn:L r the 1an(,,11.a.:8; e ucation 0' children 
~em8Mberinr t e past 
IntervieVH,r's cO:flment8 anc, evaluation 

End of Side B 

~ 
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of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #2: Tape #2, sides A and B (110 minutes) 

Interviewee: TEIESSEN, David, born in March, 1894. 
I~terviewer: Eenry Paetkau 

Date: Wednesday, May 26, 1976. 
Place: 32 Elfin Street, Waterloo, Ont. 

Lanfuace: German 

Sic.e A 

00-01 
01-04 
01!--08 

08-11 
11-14 
14-19 
19-22 
22-29 
29-34 

34-37 

37-40 
40-49 

49-54 
54-60 

m:i.nutes) 

Intr.Jdution 
Bjoc~raphical data; Forstei service 
Revolution: -welcomed by many 

-co~in[ of the Germans 
~easant unrest in 1910 
M9.khno raids and flight to Criaea 
conditions under the Bolsheviks 
in the White army 
Economic conditions after the RevolutiJn 
8mi[ration: -retting Reisepass 

-no hope for Russia 
Government: -Lenin, ?rotsky, Stalin 

-local cov't. 
Religious life: -vmrship with the HBv s 
Emigration: -process 

-1eaders 
'l'he trip' 
in Canada: -arrival 

-on the farm in Hanitoba 
End of Side A 

Side 13 

00-17 in Canada: -first weeks on the farm 
-"Be careful, the people here want to 

take advantage of you." 
17-22 Atti tvr:.e of Kanadier to RussUlnc.er 

22-24 
24-31 
31-35 

35-ltl 
41-45 
h5-50 

re: Sebstschutz 
Patriotism in Russia; freedom in Canada 
]'11e Depression 
Church life: -first church 

-vfith the >lH's 
Jacob H .. Janzen 
Canada becomes"home" 
Interviewer's comments 

End of Side B 
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of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview re;: J,t-. 
t?- /, , sidee A and B (111 minutes) 

TaDe #9, sides A and ~ (11~ minutes) 

Interviewees: ';JCrEL, Cornelius, born 1902 

Af,atha, born 1904 
Interviewer: Henry Paetkau 

Date: Wednesda;.:, !·:ay 26, 19'1(. 

?Iace: 6 Dietz Ave. Wat erIoo, Ont. 

Lan(1l[-1.ge: Enrlj.sh 

SUBJ?C'l' I EDEX(j.n minutes) of 1jart #1, Tape #3 
Side A 

00-01 
01-07 
07-17 
17-2L~ 

2 l l--47 
47-49 
49-60 

Introduction 
Biorraphical information 
War and Nevolutionary experiences 
~olitics: -attitude toward the Tsar 

-under Kerensky 
Experiences under Hakhno 
Chanses in education 
Helationsllip with Russian peasants 

End of Stcie A 

Side B 

00-04 
04-15 

Treatment of peasants, cont' 
Revolution: -changes in Government 

-civil war 
-affiliation with Rec5.s and Whites 

15-21 
21-23 
23-28 

-tax systeM 
Disruption of society and moral standards 
Sel bstschutz 
Disruptton of society,cont. 
Famine 

28-35 Post-revolutionary ex?eriences: -economic conditions 
-foreir:n aid 

35-45 Emi~ration: -concern for 
-leaders 
-process 

45-51 Interviewergs summary and evaluation 
Other documents 

End of Side B 

........ more 



Inte~view #3. Part #2: Tape ~9. sides A and U (117 minutes) 

Date: Tuesday, June 8, 1976. 

SU3,JEC'1' INDEX (in ninutes) 

S:i.de A 

00-01 
01-06 

06-10 
10-20 
20-31 

31-52 

52-57 
57-60 

Introduct:Lon 
Emirration: -tri~ out 

-medical ins~ection 
Reiseschuld: A.R. Kaufman 
}~:dr;ration, cont. 
, . l' C d t· (1.' F' 1. 1) Arr1va_ 1n ana a: -quaran 1ne :.rs. ~2c~e 

-hilletinr; out with the Xennonites 
Early days in Canada (Mr. Nickel) 
(for more detail see also his Persor.!..al l~emi.niscences 
on microfiln in the archives) 
LearninG Enr']j.sh 
Lonliness and homesickness for Russia 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-01 
01-11 

11-17 

17-23 
23-28 

28-37 
37- l+ 1 

It 1- l1-9 
L,9-5;i 
5.~~- 57 

jo~esickness cont. 
Church and relicious life: -ME's out west 

-Russia and America 
-American evangeJist I:erbert 

Hoover in RUssia 
I[1)~ierant churches in Ontario 

-proGressive and conservative 
r.l:he Hj.nistry in Russia 
Immir:rant churches: -Vineland, J .B .. 'Ni.ens 

-Waterloo-Kitchener 
J.H. ,knzen 
Back in Russia: -the ministry 

-the -poor peonle 
Co~me~ts on the contemporary situation, osp. no'itiCB 
Sol f-rovern::lont 1.n RUG:"in; emphar:;:Ls on autllOr:i ty 
Interviewervs com~ents anri evaluation 

End of side B 



of the 1920':: (Ontario) 

Interview #'4: /lla~;e i4, sides A Rnd B (120 ;ninutes) 

Interviewee: CLASS?~=J, Alex, born 189.:3; (;I. t4 1[:1 7Cp 

Interviewer: Penry ?De~kuu 

Date: ~hursday, May 27, 1976. 

Place: 1'/5 DEJ.Vj.d Street, Ki tchener, Ont .. 

Lan~uage: Enrlish 

STEi,TEC'!' numx (:i.n :'nj.nutes) 

Side A 

00-01 Introduction 
01-09 Bio."-ra-:;hical r1ata: -:i.n the Selbstschutz 

09-17 
17-19 
19-32 

Lt 1- l18 
48-56 

56-60 
i~nd 0 f 

Side B 

00-89 
09-14 

ll~-16 
16-27 

27-39 

39-4l~ 
L}4- 51 

-in the White army 
Attitudes toward the Tsar, the Russian homeland 
German liberation 
Political: -~.!Jhite army 

-Provisional Government 
-Lenin, 'l'rotsky 
-Soviet Government 

Xilitary service: -the White army 
-th e Red ar:ny 

Condit 1 ons after the Revolution 
E!TIi~ration: -leaders 

-Trot.sky 
-~roce8s and procedure 
-feelinrs toward Russia 

Interviewer's com~ents 
Side A 

Emir;ration con It .. 
Arrival in Canada: -feelings, first jobs 

-relations with K~nadier 
Flashback to Russia: why W0 left 
Life in Canada: -the lanruace, at work 

-Reisesc!luld 
-the first Christmas in Canada 

As an artist: -the fI(!rou;; of Seven" Dainterr, club 
(includinC ~olrlemar ~oufel~) 

adjustinc to Ccmadian life:: almost deported 
Church life: -Luthern church 

-I·jonnonite church and J.E" Janzen 
51-53 Attitude of Canadians 
53-60 Personal feelingR about Canada, Russia, Co~munism 
End of Stde B 



of the 1920's (Ontario) 

I~t. \:rvi ew #5 : "aDe #5, sides A and 1:) (118 minut es) 

Interviewee: PE'i'4~RS, Gerhard, born 190~,. 6( Felen, born 1901l. 

J~terviewer: qenry Paetkau 

Date: Tuesday, June 1, 1976. 

PJace: 24 Hex Drive, Kitchener, Ont. 

la~ruafe: ~nGlish 

S~I13J"sCT I:'rDEX ( in minutes) 

Sioe A 

00-01 Intoduction 
01-21 Biographical data: T-Yr. Peters 

Hrs. Peters 

21-26 
26-37 

44-50 
50-60 

-saved by American aid 
-as a teacher 

Attitude toward the Tsar 
Revolution: -fear dominates 

-political scene 
-attitude of Canadians 
-land confiscation 
-landless Menncnites 

German occupation 
Selhstschutz 
In the "German Battalion" of the White army 
Conditions after the Revolution: 

-contemporary co~ments 
-fear 
-economic situation 
-relipious life 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-08 ~migration: -reasons 
-process 

08-10 
10-16 
16-2 l 1· 

24-32 
32-45 

45- l t8 
48-50 
50-52 
5(~-58 

-marri8re process 
- feeli Y1{"s tOi'.':'rci }~lt.ssian pc;onlo 

New Economic Policy 
Amcricnn aid 
Arri val in Canada: -0.i vic.ed into rroups 

-work 
Attitude of CEmadian ::ennonites to them 
Early yea.rs: -vlorking for various farmers 

Reiseschuld 
Acculturation 

-c'lurch 
-rf;lationship with HB' fl 

-J.H. Janzen 

Impact of these experiences 
Interviewer's comments and evaluation 

End 0 f Side l3 



RUSSIAN-I:iEln'!O:'II'rE H'lHIGRMJ':JlS 

of l;he 1920' s (Ontario) 

Interview #6: Tape #6, sides A a.nd B (101 minutes) 

Interviewees: N;SUFl'::LD, Wera, born 1902, Ol[a, born 1904, 

Alice, born 1907. 
Interviewer: Henry P2etkau 

Date: Wednesday, June 2, 1976. 

Place: 136 Dawson st., Waterloo, Ont. 

Lnncuare: BnGlish 

SU '~ r"",cm I "'1:"'V (. . t ) '" .".J 1. 1\ • .i ,',A J. n ml nu es 

Side A 

00-01 
01-08 

08-11 
11-30 

30-37 
37-h 5 

4:;-50 
50-53 
53-58 
58-60 

Introduction 
~amily Backfroun~ 

Relationship '::i th peasants 
Attitude toward the Tsar 
Revolution: -loss of land 

-German occupation 
-Selbstschutz 
-:Nhi t e army 

Conditions after the Revolution 
Emi[ration: -leaders 

-process 
-attitud.e 

Arrival in Canada 
Th e first y.ears 
Acculturation 
Reisesclluld: A.R. Kaufman 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-03 
03-09 
09-18 

18-25 

25-28 
28-31 
31-3'1 
37-:~ 8 

38-/+ 1 

Worship in first years 
Attitude of Canadians 
Church: -',dth i'~BIS 

-services 
J.H .. Janzen: -"the right man" 

-in Russia 
-as playwright and author 

Life in Russian villaGes 
Adjustments in Canada 
Survival in Russia 
Attitudes: -~olitical 

-toward the past 
Interviewer's comments and evaluation 

T~nd of Stde 13 



FUSSIAN-i!}~~r;O):I'r'S H'lHIGRAHTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #7: TAue #7, sides A and B (100 minutes) 

Interviewee: DICK, Jacob P., born 1905. 

Interviewer: Eenry Paetkau 

DAte: Thursday, June 3, 1976. 

Place: 1R5 Marshall st., Waterloo, Ont. 

Lanfuare: EnGlish 

sunJ:r.::c~1 INDEX (in minutes) 

Side A 

00-01 
01-06 
06-12 

12-20 
20-25 
25-29 

29-35 

35-45 

45~58 

58-60 

I!1troduction 
3iofra~hical infor~ation 
Emigration: -reasons 

-lJrocess 
-feelings 

New Economic Policy: changes that resulted 
Relationship to Russian peasants 
Politics: -attitude toward the Tsar 

-political attitudes of Hennonites 
Conditions after the R~volution; 
Chanfes in education 
E;;ligration: -process 

-the trip 
in Canada: -arrival 

-buyinC and 'iJOrking a farm 
- first impressions and feelinr-cs 

Attitude of Kanadier 

End of Side A 

Side .B 

00-01 
01-08 

08-11 
11-13 
13-18 
18-22 

22-30 

30-33 
33-J~0 

Denression 
Immj-[:rant church: -orF;anization 

-J .H" tTan7en 
Education 
Felations with HB's 
Accul t l'.rc1.l~ion 
Attitu .es of Kanadier: -Selbstschutz 

-alternative service in WW II 
Politics: -Canadian government 

-Germanism, Hitler, World War 11 
Reflection on exnoriences 
Interviewer's comments and evaluation 

Bnn 0 f Side:: B 

See also the microfilm cony of the man~1Scri~ J::;;L .FRther, Peter J. 
n 

Dtck, 1873.::-1952 for further informat;.on. \' :,r,,,, 
I' 4 

\', ) \ ( ,. I.' t {<:; t, ~ _ / " ! 
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RUSSIAN-riElnmNIrCE I:'ll'HGHIUTJ'S 

of tile 1920' s (Ontario) 

Interview #8: Tane #8, sides A and B (115 Elinutes) 

Interviewee: UNRUH, Cornelius" born 1902. 

Interviewer: :lenry Paetkau 

Date: r:onday, June 7, 1976. 
Place: 208 Stanley Drive, Waterloo, Onto 

L;-mr'ua, e: En,c:lish 

SUB,JECT IEDEX (in mtnutes) 

Sj_de A 

00-01 
01-02 
02-05 
05-09 
09-11 
11-14 
1 L~-20 

20-26 

Introduction 
Biocraphical information 
Alternative service 
Anti-German sentiments 
Relation to peasants 
Patriotis'11 of [i;ennonites 
Revolution: -factors in 

-Kerensky, Lenin 
;,~akhno and the Selbstschutz 

26-33 New Economic Policy: -change in conditions and attitudes 
-reversal under Stalin 

33-37 Tlle armies: -White army 
-Red ar:,:y 

37-42 post-Revolutionary conditions: -famine and survival 

Driving for the armies 
Emit:ration: -reasons 

-leac.ers 
... God's hand 

52-57 Politics: -Trotsky 
-attitude towa.rd 

5'1-60 Incenuity under adversity 

End of side A 

Side B 

-a miracle 

00 ... 05 
05-12 
12-16 

Enigration ~nd arrival in Canada 
Relationship with Kanadier 
Acculturation 
Reiseschuld 

16-23 Early ye.ara in Canada 
23-33 Immigrant church: -with KBis 

-JoH .. Janzen 

33-39 
39--I.!-9 
lr9-55 

-meetinr with others 
Acculturation; relations with (Old) Mennonites 
Reflectins on the expeiences 
Interviewer's comments and evaluation 

Enc of side 13 



RUSSIAN-HE"NKONI'llE INiHGRANTS 

of the 1920ls (Ontario) 

Interview #9: Tape #10, sides A and B (74 minutes) 

Interviewee: KLASS3N, Katherina, born 1885. 
Intervie'.'[er: TT enry Paetkau 

Date: Wednesday, June 9, 1976. 
Place: 4~8 El~zabeth st., st. Marys, Onto 

LanGun~ e: Enflish 

SUBJBCT INDEX (j.n minutes) 

Side A 

00-01 
01-08 
03-20 

20-27 
27-34 
34-44 
44-49 
49-54 
54-56 
56-60 

Introduction 
Biorrphical information 
War and Revolution: -flight to Kuban 

-to Holotschna 
Emigration: plans and procedure 
Life in the Caucasus and Kuban 
Revolution: conditions and experiences 
Enigration: trip out 
Early years in Canada 
Reiseschul.d 
I~~ressions of Canada 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-07 

07-09 
09-14 

Church attendance: -the family 
-Baptist church 

Reflection on experiences 
Interviewer's comments and evaluation 

End of side B 
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of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #10: Tape ~11~ sides A and B (120 minutes) 

Intervie\':ees: ~?INS, Herb, born in 1912 

Enrie, born in 1912 

Intervievier: Tfenry Paetkau 

Date: Wednesday, June 9, 1976. 

Place: 39 Dupont St. E., lNatcrloo, Ont .. 

LancuaKe: Enrlish (note restriction on R81ease F~rn) 

Side A 

00-01 
01-03 
0~5-07 
07-09 
09-14 
14-18 
18-20 
20-23 
23-28 
28-3·2 
32-36 
36-45 
45-60 

Introduction 
M~. ~erb Enns' family backcround 
Inn~ct of revolution on education 
Family backcround of Hrs .. j';arie Enns 
Relationship to Russians 
Local govern{:lent 
the Tsar 
Politics 
~conomic conditions durinG the Revolution 
Ceroan occupation 
Selbstschutz 
Revolution and War 
Emigration: -reasons 

-process 
-the trip out 

End of side A 

Side B 

OO-Ol~ 

04-07 
07-12 
12-20 
20-22 
':::';'2-25 
25- :<6 

The trip out, cont. 
Detention at Southampto~ 
Arrival in Canada 
Relations ~ith the Kanadier 
Church attendance 
gducation 
J • E. Janzcn: -~;)ro:Tessi ve 

-attitude toward WW.II 
-Aoltester 
-writer 

Immi."TC'tnC church 36-1f2 
42-57 Church und youth activities: -social life 

-Lutheran church 

57-58 ReflectinG on the exneriences 
58-60 Interviewer's comments 

End of side J:l 

-(Old) Uennonites 
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RUSSIAN-HE:'ETO'NTrE n~HF'RA~;'1'C; 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #11: Tape #12, sides A a~d H (120 minutes), Part I 
Tape #15, sides A and B (118 minutes), P~rt 2 
Ta~e #19, side A (60 minutes), Part 3 

Interviewee: FAST, Jacob C., born 1901. 

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau 

Dat e: honday, June 14, 1976 .. 

Place: 53 ~enno St., Waterloo, Ont. 

Lanruage: EnClish 

SU3t.T:;CT INDEX (in Y:1:Lnutes) of Part I, 'l'Rpe #12 

Side A 

00-01 
01-06 
06-12 
12-17 
17-24 
24-30 
30-41 

41-60 

Introduction 
Biof,ra;)hical information and fam..i.ly bacl":(Tound 
War and Revolution 
Gerl?1an occU1?ation; Hakhno acti vi ty 
Selbstschutz 
FliCht to Crimea: flight from the enemy 
Economic conditions: -during the Revolution 

-drought and famine 
Nilitary service in the peace-time army, refusal to bear 
arms, anti-religious activity in the army 

End of side A 

Side b 

00-10 

10-31 

31-36 
36-41 

41-50 

50-54 
51!,-hO 

Military service, cont. 
Demobilization 
Reasons for change of attitude toward bearinr arms 

-experiences and ideolosy 
i'IennoniteG and the armies: Red and White 
Relationship with surroundinG villa["es: Lutheran and 
Catholic 
Politics: -the Tsar 

-n<:vo l,ution 0 f 1905 
-attitude toward politics in the hc~e 

Father's bus:Lness 
The February Revolution 

:Snd of side B 

.. "' ..... more 



..... pa"'e 2 

Interview #11, ::'art #2: TalJe #15, sides A and 13 (118 !:linutes) 

Date: Thursday, June 17, 1976. 

SUBJBCT I Nm-::X (1. n mi nu t es) 

Side A 

00-01 
01-04 
04-22 

22-34 

3~-47 

47-52 
52-55 
55-60 

I n t ro due t ion 
En~:af.ement in Russia 
Far.1i:ty bacl';:,~Tound of irs .. Anna Fast, nee Lic>:el 

-settle~ent j,n the Samara district 
(see also the Eamily TTistory of the Wiebe and ;Jic':eJ. 
Families for more details. Comuiled by CorneliuE l~ckel) 

Emicration: -the tri~ 
-bout with malaria 

Arrival in Canada: -to Vineland 
-living conditions 
-reception by Hennonites 

On the farm in Vineland 
Harria[';e in tl1 e First : 1e::::noni te Churcb 
Workinc; 011 the farm, cant .. 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-06 
06-14 
14-18 
18-21 
21-23 
23-26 
26-31 
31-11.8 

48-52 

52-58 

On the farm, cont. 
aarvestinc in Saskatchewan 
Back to Ontario and Vineland 
Move to Kichener 
Attitude toward factory work: J.J. Thiessen 
Immic;rant church in Waterloo 
Acculturation, learning the language 
Later years: -De~ression 

-Mennonites in Vineland area 
-the 30's and 40's 

Church life: -relationship with ~':BiS 
- \'/-K Uni t ed i'Iennoni t e Church 

Interviewer's cO:l1;rents; additional !t'.aterial 

End of side B 

" .... "more 



..... page 3 

Interview #11, Part #3: Tape #19, side A (60 minutes) 

Date: Tuesday, July 13, 1976. 

SU~3J:SC~' INDEX (in minutes) 

00-01 
01-06 

06-19 
19-25 

25-30 
30-39 
39-46 
1~6-48 
48-51 
51-60 

Introduction 
Selationsllip with !'-'lB' s: -in Ontario 

-in Russia 
Church life in Pussia 
Church life in Canada: -immigrant churches and their 

di fferences 
-bishops J.H. Jan~en and D.H. Keop 

Contf>versy over recalling J. H. Janzen from Vancouve::-
The Ontario United Mennonite Conference; Janzen and Koop 
Relationshin with the (Old) Mennonite Conference 
Attitude of J.H. Janzen toward inter-Mennonite activity 
United Hennonite Educational Institute 
German-English language issue 

End of side A 
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RUSSIAN-EENNCNITE IHHIGRM::TS 
of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #12: Tape #13, sides A and B (110 minutes) 

To.'De #19, side B (60 minutes) 

Interviewee: . KOOP, r:errnan, born 1898. 

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau 

Date: Tuesday, June 15, 1976. 

Pl~ce: 35 Dunbar st. S., Waterloo, Ont. 

LanruaGe: En~lish 

::iU BJ ECI' INDEX (in 1:J:i.n 1Jtes) 

Introduction 00-01 
01-07 Bio[raphical information and family background 

-1905 Revolution 

07-12 

12-15 
15-24 

24-32 
32-37 
37-41 
41-53 

53-56 
56-60 

-church life 
Anti-foreign sentiments 
uermanism 
Patriotism and the Tsar 
Revolution: -Kerensky 

-:lensheviks and bolsheviks 
-the October Revolution 

German occupation 
Service in the Whj_te army 
Father: a very liberal person 
Emigration: -decision to er.rtgrate 

-process (miraculous experiences) 
-trip out 

Hew Economic Policy 
as Industrialists 

l!;nc. of side A 

Side B 

00-08 

08-16 

16-25 
25-31 

31-41 

41-1.,3 
43-1.15 
l1-5-50 

Religious life after the Revolution 
Miraculous experience and impact on faith 
ZmiGration: -trip out 

-feelines 
-attitude toward Russians, foreigners in 
Russia 

Early years in Canada: Vlork 
Acculturation: -treatment by Canadians 

-attitude of Kanadier 
Church life: -with the MB's 

-organization of W-K Church 
-J.lT .. J!:1nzen 

Conrad Grebel Collere; relations with Canadia:l ;·'enno:1i tes 
Reflection on experiences; Ilieling Jews in 1905 
Interviewer's comments and evaluation; addition::11 :Lnfor:~lBtio" 

Bnd 0 f side B 

........ more 



.. ., •• paz,e 2 

Interview #12, Part IT: T8~e #19, side B (60 minutes) 

Dat e: ,In l.y 1ft, 1976. 

SU3J:SCT IHD"2::X (in m~_nutes) 

00-01 
01-11 

11-24 
24-30 

30-35 

35-·40 
40-lt4 
44-L~6 
l~6-53 

53-57 
57-60 

Introduction 
Father: -8 libe~al man 

-relationship with and attitude toward employees 
-as business man 

:.']"e family farm implerqent production enterprise 
Hilitary service: -medical corps of the White army 

-inducted into the Red army 
Under Red control: -disarmament 

-taken hostage and interroca.ted 
Post-Revolutionary conditions 
?ate of other family members 
Education and work in early years 
The Koop factories: -production of war materials 

-feelings about it 
Movement of armies during the Revolution 
Survival until emicration 

End of side B 

See also the family history of M~. Koop and other '.1ne2 ~~ich 
includes a [Jod ~ortion on life in Russia now on deDos1t on 
microfilm in th~ archives of CGC. 
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RUSSIAN-l:F.NNOIT1:E U!HIGPANT1'S 

of the 1920 1 8 (Ontario) 

Interview #13: Tape #14, sides A and B (104 minutes) 

Interviewee: SC~'ROSDER, Woloemar, born in 1907 .. 

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau 

DD. t e: Wednesday, June 16, 19"16. 

Place: 40 Cardill Cr., Waterloo, Ont. 

Lanr':w,,"'e: Enr~lish 

SUBLJEC'l' PlDEX (L; minutes) 

Side A 

00-01 
01-05 
05-11 
11-14 
lL-20 
20-24 
24-26 
26-35 
35-38 
38-55 

55-60 

Introduction 
Fa~ily background 
Revolutionary ex~eriences 
Ger~an occupation 
Conditions under the bandits 
Armies moving tl;roug:h 
Education 
Economic ~onditions after the Revolution 
American aid 
E~igration: -process 

-discussions and plans 
-medical inspection 
-the trip 

Arrival in Canada; detention in Que~ec 

End of side A 

Side ~ 

00-05 
05-15 
15-20 
20-24 
24-27 
27-32 
32-41 
It 1-1,'1 

Farmint in Saskatchewan 
Further education and teaching 
Farmine in Canada 
Attitude of Canadians 
Church life 
.!:-'olitics 
Later years and move to Ontario 
Interviewer's comments 

See also i.he diary Tacebuch von der Heise nach Amerika, 1923 

by Woldemar Schroeder 



RUSSIAN-HEI':::ONITE LH1J(;RANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #1LH Tane #16, sides A and B (77 minutes) 

Interviewee: TOEWS, r;rs. J'i:aria, born in 1897. 

Interviewer: Fenry Paetkau 

Date: Tuesday, June 22, 1976. 

Place: 65 Bridt:eport Rd. E., Waterloo, Ont. 

Language: C erman 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Side A 

00-01 
01-02 
02-07 
07-13 
13-28 

23-32 
32-45 

45-50 

50-55 
55-57 
57-60 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
Revolutionary experiences 
post-Revolutionary experiences 
Survival in Canada: -starvation 

-work 
-unerrrployment 
-arrival and move to Ontario 

LearninG the lanGuaGe 
Emigration: -process 

-the trip 
-medical inspection 
-feelings on arrival 

Conditions in RUssia: -future husband served in White ;:,rmy 
-harassment after the Revolution 

Experience with the Old !',Iennoni tes 
Conditions during early years, cont~ 
Impact of the experiences 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-04 
04-11 

11-14 
1/+-17 

Conditions during early years, cont. 
Church life: -organization 

-J.H. Janzen 
Reiseschuld 
Interviewor's comments and evaluation 

End of side B 



RUSSIAI'Z-HF.~H:Oi·.I'l'E nnU(! P1L;TS 

of the 1920lS (Ontario) 

Interview #15: Tape #17, sides A and B (79 minutes) 

Interviewee: POI:;-;~)KER, Henry, born in 1904 .. 

Interviewer: ~enry Paetkau 

Date: Wednesday, ~une 23, 1976. 
'Place: 60 Ramblewood Way, Kitchener, Ont. 

Lanruace: Low German 

SU3JECrp IKDEX (in minutes) 

Side A 

00-01 
01-10 

10-15 
15-19 
19-21 
21-23 
23-29 
29-39 

Introd',~c; "ion 
Bior:r[ :;hical information 
Revolution: -fliCht from the bandits 
2ducation 
After the Revolution: -movinc from place to place 
Marriage: anecdote 
Co:'nments on e:'ligration 
Relations with Russian Deasants 
Emifration: -reasons 

-Drocess 
-the trip 

39-44 Arrival in Canada: -on the far~ in Vineland 
-workinc the first years 

44-lt8 Church attendance: -j_n Vineland 
-attitude to~ard Russian immi ran~E 

48-56 First years, cont.: -at Vineland 
-proble~s with the lancuage 

56-60 New ~ie.mburr: -the church of ir.ll:Jigrf'.nts (c.'iith I·m's) 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-09 

09-11 
11-15 
15-19 

Church life: -J.H. Janzen 
-the small concregation Rt Kew HamburG 

Pclationshi 1,) with Mi:' s: anecdote fro!:l Russia 
Feiseschulr1. 
Interviewer's co~ments and evaluation 

Enc~ of side B 
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nu SSI AN-nm~ [0 :II T}J I I;JU G RAH'il S 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #1~: Tane #18, sides A and B (113 minutcs)- ~2rt I 

Tane #27, side B only (60 oinutes)- ?art 11 

Interviewee: WI~B~, David, born in 1901. 

Inte"viewer: Fenry Paetl:au 

Dnte: Friday, June 25, 1976. 

Pl~cc: 12 Chestnut st., Kitchene~, Ont. 

SUBLT-SGT E~DEX (:'.n Minutes) of Part I, Tape #18 

Sic:e A 

00-01 
01-06 

Introduction 
Biofraphical information 
Education 

06-18 
18-30 

Political indoctrination and propacanda in the Red army (1922-24) 
Officer trainin~ in the Red army 

30-39 
39-49 

49-58 

58-60 

1e[a1 ~)rocess to obtaininG non-conoatant status 
~Ton-combatant service in a military hospital 
Treatment by authorities in 11 11 

ef'" death and funeral 0 f one 0 f the ;~ennoni t e boys 
Medical ~onditions 
Del~1o bili 7..a tion 
Relationship with the head doctor: an~cdote 
Process of oym eMi?;ration 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-13 Revoll1.tir: .. : -ccor'raphic information 
-the bandits 
-attitude to the Tsar 
-role of Germany in fosterin[ the Revol.ution 

Attitude toward the Provisional Gove~n~ent 
The landless 

13-18 
18-26 
26-39 German occupation: -response and at ti tude 0 f Ile11noni t es, 

Russians 
-~onditions after departure 

39-45 Conditions durine civil war: -quarterinr soldiers 
-the fightin[': 

45-50 Kennonites in the armies 
Selbstschutz and the bandits 

-the ar'-r.ies 

50-53 Interviower's COMments and evaluation 

End 0 f side B 

....... more 



Interview #16, ?art IT: Tape #27, side B 
Inte~vie~oe: WIEJE, David 

Date: Fri~~y, July 30, 1976. 
SU:Sl.,TF;C~ INDEX (in minutes) 

00-01 
01-11 
11-3LI-

53-60 

Introduction 
HEP: j.mplol':entation ;:md conditions 
Emirrat:i .n: -the tr-i T) :Jut 

-difficulties at the border 
-refers back to the Dr~y hosnital 
-on the bORt 

~arly years in Canada: -workirg as a farm laboure~ 
-other jobs 

Church life 

End of the Interview 



HiT SSIAN-:1ENN0NI'P;~ I>TIU(~ PAN':' S 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #17: l;lape 1120, side A only (60 minutes) 

Intervie~ee: BRAUN, Gerhard, born in 1897. 

Interviewer: Hsnry Paetkau 

Date: Thursday, July 15, 1976. 

Place: Eeiaehof, 600 Lake st., St. Catharines, Ont., Apt.#C-l10 

Lan[u~ge: Low German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

00-01 
01-05 
05-09 
09-·12 
12-llt 
llt-l G 
16-22 

22-26 

26-28 
28-32 

Introduction 
Biorraphical information 
Sanittltsdienst in Hoscow 
Service in the White army 
The landed l:ennonites and Germans in Hussia 
Anti-German activities 
P2.cifism 
The German battalion of the White army 
Conv·:;rsation 1Ni th a irr. Janzer.. frOl:l SarTD.dowka 'lino \'ins 
also:~resent 

Fli~ht out of Russia 
Collapse of White army 
Post-Revolutionary conditions 

32-35 Early years in Canada 
35-37 Conditions in Russia 
37-40 Emigration: -process 

40-46 
46-50 
50-57 
57-59 
59-60 

-destinations 
Early years in Canada 
Attitude of Kanadier toward immirrants 
'tiorkin['; on the farm and attempts at fc,rmine:: 
Attitude toward tne church 
Interviewer's cOi:1ments 



, ' 
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l"USSIAj,-i'IENiIOIHI'}~ I'fT,UGRAJ:TS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #18: Ta?e #21, sides and ~ (84 minutes) 

IntervieYieeB: 
c).\~?) , 

B'ER(" E':1', }'Ir .. and l'irs. Johann, born in 1896;- I er-, 
Interviewer: Fenry Paetkau 

Date: Thursday, July 15, 1976. 

Place: 59 Glen Park Rd., St. Catharines, Ont. 

Lanrua~e: ~nBlish 

SU:SJEC~' INDSX (in minutes) 

Side A 

00-01 
o 1-0ll' 
OLI,-07 
07-10 
10-20 
20-35 

39-h3 
43- L18 

Its- 50 
50-52 
52-58 

58-60 

Introduction 
Biofraphical information 
SmirTa':j.on to l<extco 
Conditions tn Mexico 
The trip to Canada and arrival in Kanitoba 
Li fe in CanadC',: -worJdng in 'iiinni par 

Sanit~tsdienst 

Conve:c-sation 

-settlinc in Ontario 
-establishing a business 

Reasons for e~i~ration 
Conditions aftar the Revolution 
Conversation 
Nor];:inc; for the Sovi et; det er:Lorati.on 0 f conc'i tions 
Anti-:' err:1an sentiments 
Conscription and alternative service 
Revolution and anarchy 
The Selbstschutz 
Talk of emi~ration berins 

En<'l, of side A 

Side B 

CO-07 

07-12 
12-16 
16-20 

20-2L~ 

Mexico: -the settlement at Yrauuate 
-conditions 

The trip out of Ru sia; on the boat 
Treatment as irn1irra~t s in C2nada 
Co eneral cO:-nl:1ents about 1. savine Rlv'sia, j_mT'act) f the 
experiences and acculturation 
Interviewer's com~0nts and evaluation 

End of side B 

See also the ;fl:Lcrofilm co:,y of Z:rs. Berren's diary of the trip 
to r:exico on deposit in the Gonrad Grebel Co"le:e Archi_vesw 
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of the 1920 ' [; (r)nt8,rio) 

t; j 
~ ::: ',' \_-"' ' ' 

Interv~ew #19: Tape t22, sides'A and B (120 minutes), Parts I & 11 

Tane #20, side B (60 minutes), Part II cont. 

I:c.terviewee: GOER'P?', Henry, born in 1898. 

Interviewer: Eonry Paet~'Cau 

Date: ;:onz'l.clY, July 19 and Tuesd2,y July 20, 1976. 

Pl"ce: Aptoi'/B-119, Hej.dehof, 600 Lake st., st. Cat!larines, Ont. 

Lan~unfe: En(lish 

SUBJBCT INDEX (in minutes) 

Sine A 

00-01 
01-07 
07-09 
09-22 

Introduction 
j")j~ocraphical inforn3tj.on 
On being a poor Mennonite 
War and Revolution: -anti-German sentiments 

-asked to join the bandits 
-Selbstschutz 
-~onnonites and Mrkhno; sufferin[ 
-Russian peasants and Makhno 

22-25 Attitude toward Covern:nent: -the "sar 

25-27 
27-33 
33-35 
35-39 
39-46 

46-50 

50-51 
54-56 
56-60 

-land liquidation 
-Kerensky 

Chanfe in attitude toward RUssia 
Attitude of wealthy ;;ennonites in 1:1)S8io. 
In the Belbstschutz 
~asunderstandinf of a~d opposition to the Belbstschutz 
Great men and leaders: B.R. Unruh, Dr. Kytat, J.J. Janzen, 
:D.B. Janz, tT.J.l'hiessen, Do.vid 'l'oews, Gar. Lorenz 
Encount er with police in IUng'svi1J.e, Ont. u~an arrival 
in Canada 
!::iervice in the,~'hite army 
Fate of Bandits under the Reds 
In the White army 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-14 The chapla<incy 

14-28 

28-29 

J.H. Janzon: -incident as a young minister 
-chaplain for the flDeutsche Battalion" 
-understandinG and concern for 
-prinCiple of nonresistance 

Escape after the collapse of the White army 
-curvival in Crimea 
-interroeation and release 

Interviewer's co~nents 

,. 
!1 . .L S 

End. of P8Tt I 



• ••• p'8.[e 2 

Part II of Interview #19; Tape #22, side B cont. and ~ape #20, side B 

Date: July 29, 1976 

STT~ ,. ""'c"" I >,T', ,.,,, (. • c. ) 
\,..,,~,. ~ J."",':~J.'\. In mJ.nu\-es 

29-35 
35-50 
50-60 

Conditions after the Revolution 
FliCht from ~olotschna to the Caucasus to escape the Reds 
Settling in Terek: -survival 

-hidinc from authorities 
-efforts to escaDe 

End of side B, Tane #22 

Side B, Tape #20 

00-08 Distinctions between rich and Door in Russia 
Finding a wife and petting married 

08-Work and survival until eMipration: farming in Terek 
17-44 Emi~ration: -preparation 

1~4-49 
49-54 
54-60 

-process of obtaining papers 
-trip out of Russia, border check 
-short stay in Hira 
-feelings upon arrival in Canada 
-rich farmers who stayed behind 

Early years in Canada 
Attitude of Cana,dians toward immigrants 
Early immi[rant church 
J.H. Janzen 

End of Interview 
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IWSSI l\N-l<-;;;"iJ;QNI'J' E 1;\:/,11;' RAI~'l~S 

of :he 1920' s (Ontario) 

Interview #20: Tape #23, sides A and H (82 minutes) 

Intervie';,/ces: :'LASSE7\f, ;''1aria,. born 1905 
::larearet 

Inte~viewor: Penry P~etkau 

Date: Monday, July 19, 1976. 

P12ce: 3 Southdale st., st. Catharines, Ont. 

Lan[uagc: German 
SUBJJ;jCT I PDPX (. . t ) .;;;..;;..;;:;...;...;;..,;;,.;:;..-=;;..;l'l.;..".;;;;'~=" In m:tnu GS 

Side A 

00-01 
01-05 
05-32 

Introduction 
Biocraphical information 
Revolution: -chaos and anarchy 

-Eakhno massacre in SapTado\'/ka 
Flir:h t to Hoscow, 1929: -~)reparations 

-conditions in Moscow 
-escape from authorities 

l+ll--51 Refucee camp in Gerr:lany: -conditions 
-activities 

51-55 
55-60 

Attitude toward e~icration earlier in the 20's 
EmiEration to Cnnada: -process and procedure 

-early years in Cana(a 

End. of side A 

Side B 

00-"10 

10-12 
12-17 

Early years in Canada, cont.: -work 

'l'he !'l.!:tdchenheim in Winnipeg 
Acculturation 
Feelings at present 

-learning the lanlua.~ e 

1~-22 Interviewer's co~ments and evaluation 

End of Interview 



RUSSIAN-i~t;;NNONIrI'E IH~HGPAI'7rpS 

of th~ 1920's (Ontario) 

Intervi.ew #2': Ta"Oe #2lj, sides A and B (96 'ntnutes) 

Intervie~ee: ISAAK, Nikolni 

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau 

Date: Tuesday, July 20, 1976. 

Place: 40 Gra~tham Ave., st. Catharines, Onto 

Ln~fUa[e: Low rerman 

SUBJEC'~' INDEX (in minutes) 

Side A 

00-08 Funeral ser~on delivered by Rev. David En~ i~ Eerdjansk 
at the funer;:l of I-Jr. Isaakfs father .. A copy of this 
sermon is on de1)osit in the archives at Conrad ;'re',el 
Colle["e. 

08-35 Settlinc in Re0sor, from a tape made by Mr. Isaak for his 
children recallinr the ex~eriences of early ~ays in the 
Reesor settlement in northern Ontario. The ta~e is of 
extremely ~oor quality but the information fairly roor. 
See also the book on Reesor by John Enns and the Covernment 
Report on conditions in the community on deposit in the 
Archives. Finally, there is also a co~y of the constitution 
"Fuer ['eeensei tir'e Untersttltzunf, in Feuersanf#llen" .. 

:;,6-52 Letter to the late Gerl:ard V/5.ens, Profef'sor at t:le 
University of Oklahoma, an old friend of ~~. Isaak. 
The conversation is about their former home to~n in 
RUssia and common acquaintances. 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-07 Biorra,hi6al information 
Life in st. Petersbur[ 

07-15 Revolution: -outbreak and attitude toward 
-conditiJns durinr 
-conditions afterwards 

15-18 Emir'Tatj.on: -process and Tlrocedure 

18-20 
20-28 

-reasons 
Early years in Canada 
The Reesor settlement: -pur90se 

-conei tions 
-reasons for failure 
-church life 
-reflections on this endeavour 

28- 36 Int erviewer' s comments and evaluation i addition;'] [flat e'''in1s 

1'nd 0 f I nt ervi ew 
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of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #22: Tape #25, sides A and B (93 minutes) 

Int erviewees: nUE::,--;T:('l', F enry, born 1898 

Clara, born 1908 

Inte~viewer: Henry Paetkau 

Dp_te: :·'onc,ay, JUly 26, 1976. 

?lace: 35 ecumseh St., st. Catharines, Ont. 

Lanfua~e: Enrlish 

SUBJEC'I' Di:C~~X (in minut es) 

Side A 

00-01 
01-05 
05-09 
09-16 
16-19 

19-2/1-
24-33 

33-39 
39-49 
49-53 
5.::-60 

Introcillcti,()D 
Biographical information 
21 close relatives ~urdered in Steinbach 
EY:1i";ration: flight throuGh Poland into :; ('rr:18.ny :Ln 1922 
Out- bre8,k 0 f VrN I: -~)ro-r: erman sentj_::lents 

-relationsh1 D with ?uss:ians 
l"eel:Lnf:S ~oy:,rc_ the sar; econo:-!lic condi tLms; sufferinr" 
Service tn the','·ihite ar 'IY 
SUbsequent arrest and imprisonment 
E~ifration in 1923 
Lechfeld refUGee camp 
Process of emigration 

~~arly days in Canada: -wori\:!:0.."': and payinc heL.er::c;;u 1 d 
-treat ent a1:1on[ ,ennoni t er: in Man. 

2nd of side A 

Side :3 

00-10 Early days in Canada cont.: -workinc as a ~omestic 
-atte~pts at farni~t 

10-Ht 
14-18 
18-27 
27-29 
29-: 

-lep\rnillf" the lan: ua e 
Church life 
:oved to Ontario 
~esid0nce in Cermany, 1939-49; conditions durinr the ~ar 
]~et urn to Canada 
Interviewer's comments and evaluation 



of thn 1920's (Ontnrio) 

Inter\de\'r #27: rp8.y): i/2(, side,' A :md B (98 l:linutes) 

Intervie\'!oe: Al~~);~';~S, ;:/ill:La::l Sr., born in 1902. 

Inte~viewer: ?enry Pnetkau 

Date: ~onday, July 26, 1976. 

?lOCC: Cr0ek Roa.d, R.R. No. 3, ~"Tiap:ara-on-the-L,s;:e, Ort. 

LC:.'!1('un·~ (' o~r:1t:1n 

Side A 

~10-0 1 
01-10 
10-11: 
14-17 

Introduction 
Eio;; rCc llhical i nfor"18 tion 
EMi~ration of his family in 1926 
Deterinrat~ n of conditi0ns in Rus~ia 
l"lir"'-t ot Eo f"CO ':: in 1929: -conditiom~ 

-arrest and interroration 
17-36 Eeturn to ;!olotscJma 

liidinr frOM authorities 

36-38 
38-39 
39-1+5 

45-l~8 
48-52 
52-60 

l~et urn to i<OSCOVl 
Orranization of r0fu~ees in Moscow; the leaders 
Reception in Ger~any 
The fate of farmers 
The apex of ~ennonite prosperity 
Attitude toward the Tsar 
The Russian people; relationship with 
Service in the ::erman Battalion of the White ar"ny; its 
collapse; J.H.Janzen as chaplain 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-0-;, 
03-07 
07-13 

13-15 
15-20 
20-25 
25-28 

28-32 
32-3L~ 
3lr-38 

J.H. Jenzen cont. 
?o8t-~evolutionary conditions 
Hefuree ca"ps i'~ C;e:cnany (Hammerstein) 
B.Il. Dnruh 
Scene u)on arrival in rermany 
Arrival in Ontario; adjust~entG to Canadian lire 
;J'he i:m.ssi.an peo·,lo (lTId li.fe in .i:(nc;;ia 
·,;'i.rsc years in Can;'c~n: -attitude towarcl i'!:mj_cra:1ts 

-worl,: as 8, far!:1 labour:::::, 
!lDte Stil1en im Lnnde!l? 
Reception in Canada; tiMe and circu~stances chan: e 
Interviewer's co~ments and evaluation 

8nd of the Int2rview 



of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interviaw #24: Tane #27, side A only (57 minutes)· 

Intervie\':ee: Sl'EPTCATt:', FrarL1-c, born in 1896. 

Interviewer: Fenry Daetkau 

Date: :'!onday, July 26, 19?6. 

Place: 9 Linwood Ave., ~t. Catharines, Onto 

OCi-O 1 
01-04 
011.-16 

16-20 
20-3·2 

7;;> -zl" 
-",.-.-~·o 

-::6-L'r4 
4Lt-47 
Lt 7- 51 
51-53 
52:- 56 
56-57 

Introduction 
3:torTc'.:)hical infor!JatL.m 
'liar and Revolution: -impact of out1;ree.k oi' ':.'c,r 

-revolutionary conditi~ns 

S eJ bstSC~l ut z 

-incident of confrontation with 
as a villa~e official 

-(;erman occu:pation 
-~ennonite response to Revo'uti,n 

Service as villare ()fficia- under the Red ac~ministrat:_()l: 

-severa.l incidents of confrontatL.m vlit!~ Quthoritiec 
to protect the seed (rain 

Illustration of the lack of charity of the ennonites 
E:nicra.ti:m: -cecurine private passports 
Early years in Canada 
Collectinf Reiseschuld 
'Ehe Dcnression 
Later years: ~ove to Ontario 
Further infor~ation 

End of the Interview 

See also the brief autobiof,ra-,hy on de:posit on :nicrofilm in the 
CGC Archives 



RUSSIAr:-:l?2n.~Ol:I': I::l:IC'R··'· :'TS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

,Interview #25: Ta~e #28, sides A and 3 (120 minutes) 

Intervic'.'.'ee: \VALL, bra!.'? A., born in 1902. 

Intervie'"e:': -T enry ::J,"(etkau' 

Date: Tuesday, July 27, 197G. 

Place: 72 Roc~ ~le Dr., st. Catharines, Onto 

Side A 

00-01 
01-15 
15-18 

18-24 

24-28 
28-39 

39-Lf 7 
47-52 

52-58 

Introduction 
BioGraphical information 
Conditions under a younc Mennonite servinG as chairman of 
the local administration 
Hobilization into the Soviet adminintrationj anti-reli;ious 
senti:nents 
E!:ligrc:,tion 
Arrival in Canada 
Factors in leaving Russia: -importance of the land 

-freedom 0; relirion 
-feelings toward Russia 

Attitude toward the Tsar and the effect of his demise 
The fatal error: differential treatment of colonists and 
Russians by the Government 
The plight of poor Russians and the reform ~ovement on their 
behalf 

58-60 NPF 

Snd of side A 

Side B 

00-05 
05-08 
0~-12 
12-18 
18-23 
23-26 
26-33 
3?)-3,7 
37-41t 
44-52 
52-60 

NEP cont. 
Differences between Russians and colonists in education 
Changes in local government 
The lan[uage problem 
B.B. Janz 
l{ember of Canadian r.:ennonite bo'rd of Relief and I'"micration 
Attitude to\'iard i'f:1iE::rants in the 20' s 
'/;ork on the Inmieration Board 
Learnine: the lan[~uace 
Canadian politics; government response to immigration needs 
Settlement lands and farms in Alberta 
Church life and organization of i-migrants in Alberta 

Snd of Interview 



f 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Inte"'vte\'j f126: rea:ne 1129, sides A a!ld B (102 mimttes) 

Interviel':ee: WICiH~Rrr, Johann J., born in 1·397. 

Interviewer: Henry ?aetkau 

Date: Wednesday, AUfust 4, 1976. 

D1ace: Rittenhouse Road, Vineland, Ont. 

LanGuaGe: rerman 

StTB<TEC'r I I\Tf;'~X Un :ninu t es) 

Side A 

00-01 
01-11 
11-18 

H3-21 
21-26 

26-28 
28-31 
31-36 

36-39 
39- l+5 
L1-5- 1f 7 
47-51 
51-55 
55-58 

In:'roductton 
Bio~raDhical information 
~ducational system: -chan~es durinc the Revolu~ion 

-the teacher 
-authority of the teacher 

Out brea'c, 0 f '!:u..r 
Outbrea~ of ?evolution: -attitude toward the fsar 

-concitions durinf, and afte~ 
Selbstschutz 
Canadian GoverDent inmieration policy 
~--:m:1"g:ration: -process 

-leaders 
Arrival in Canada 
Becinnin[s of the Vineland conrre["ation 
W;;rship with the (Old) ;'·Innnonites 
l~l"ect cd elder; early years 0 f th e 'It nelrmd con, re:atj"~)ll con t. 
;:'~elaticn811i;J with thp: MB's 
J .H. J:cnzen 

End of side A 

00-08 The Ontario Conference: -oricins in the 40's 
-Predir:er Konfe"'enz, 19?9 and on 

08-13 Churches: -becinnin[s of the ottawa church 

13-36 
36-L!-2 

-the Port Rowan conrreration 
Service as minister to refuITees in Europe after JJ 11, 1947-48 
Interviewer's cO'ilments and evaluation 

~nd of the Interview 

See also the ~:istory of the Vinelano. churcn pul'lished on its Silver 
nnl"li versary entitled 25 Jahre, Vineland Vereini£te ;'~ennoni ten 
Gemeinde 1936-1961. 



Of the 1920's (Ontario) 

I::terviev: fr'27: ''-'c:me #30, sidefonlY (58 minutes) 

Interview(;e: Fl,~nTPIGTTS, Abram E., born in 1902 

Intervi0~er: Henry Paetkau 

Dnte: Wednesda v ) Au[ust 4, 1976. 

Pl::>.ce: Cl~ee' Roed ,i30x 22, Virril, Ont. 

SUBJ:;:;C1' HTDEX (in minut GS) 

00-01 
01-09 
09-22 

22-25 

Introduction 
Bio~raphical infor~ation 
Hevo1ution: -outbreak 

-land liquidation 
-conditions 

Dost-Rev~Jutionary conditions: -American Roliof 

25-35 :~rrirTati()n: -Ece movemont becins 
-'orocess 
-the tr:Ln 

35-45 Early years in Canado: -arrival 
-movinc about lookinr' for worl\: 
-from one job to another 

45- 5~) Accul turat:i.on, rec option, fincanr: work ans \;'iOrld.n' canai tions 
~urinr those times Fenerally 

55-58 Interviewer's co~ments and eV21uation 

.c;nd of the Interviev; 



RH SSI A~.J-HK:~m NI '1' E I HEIm~A 'TT s 
of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #28: 'L'a~)e #31, sides A and B (120 minutes) 

Intervier:ee: F:SEDEPAU, Nickolas J., born in 1904. 

Int ervie\';er: '1 enry P2,etkau 

Date: Friday, August 6, 1976. 
Place: ~4 Donald St., Kitchener, Ontario 

Lan:'uG"t[;e: Enrlish 

SUB,Tr.::C'.P Il"D1;~X (in F!inutes) 

Side A 

00-01 
01-08 
08-18 

18-28 

28-33 
33-40 
40-4Ll-

44-59 

Introduction 
Biorra·phical information 
Revolution: -outbreak and conditions 

-propress of the Revolution 
L8.nd confiscation 
Catherine the (~reat Cl.nd Hennonite settlement in R1)S1ia 
Land confiscation, reaction to and impact of 
The Tsar and his arricultural policies 
The course of the war; anti-Gerrnanism 
German occupation of the Ukraine 
Conditions after their departure: 

-"reiGn of terror" by the bandits 
-Selbstschutz formed 
-collapse of defences and occupation by troops of anarchists 

End of side A 

Side B 
00-11 Revolution and Civil War: -~ovement of the ar~ies 

-defeat of the ',lhite army 
11-27 Post-Revolutlonary conditions: -relicious 

-economic 

27-36 

36-4l t 

44-53 

53-57 
57-60 

--arrival of relief 
-NEP 
-illustration of inflation 

E;nirration: -:proce8s and procedure 
-r()asons 

Barly years in Canada: -recentlon 
-work 
-attitude toward immigrants 

Church life: -orranj.zatlon of early im:'i,··'rRnt chu!'ch 
-relationship between GC's and MD's 

Adjuotment to Canadian life: learninr the laneuare 
Interviewer's comments and evaluation~ additional information 

:';nd of the Interview 

See also the microfilm CODy of ;rr .. Fehderau's mel[loi.rs entitled 
Sk:i zzen .,;-'lUS fie:t nem Leben in RURf;land 2 120l l-:-.211. on deposi t t nth c 
iTt' ctrtvrl.., .. 



RUSSIAN-m~:tK)jH'1'E IHHIGHAH'PS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #29: Tape #32, sides A and 13 (88 minutes) 

Interviewee: DICK, AbraEl, born in 1896. 

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau 

Date: i<onday, August 9, 1976 .. , 

,Place: 99 Brentwood Ave., Kitchener, Onto 

Language: English 

SUBJECT nmEX (in minutes) 

Side A 

00-01 
01-10 
10-15 

15-17 
17-21 
21-24 
24-27 

27-30 
30-34 
34-38 
38-l!-2 
42-53 

53-60 

Introduc:..Lon 
13io[,rc~hical information 
German occupation 
Selbstschutz 
Working for the Reds 
F2.mine 
Biographical infornation 
The 'rsar: -fee li11[S 'toward 

-land cOhfiscation 
Russian peasants; wealthy land owners 
NEP 
Emigration: ~rocedure 
Post-Revolutionary bio~raphica]. details 
Emi~ration: -leaders 

-process 
-the trip 

In Canada: -arrival and reception 
-finding work (up to present) 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-03 
03-09 

09-19 

19-22 
22-25 
25-28 

Learnine the lancua:,:e 
Church life in Canada and RUssia 
GC's ane:. El3' s 
Depression: -work 

-repayinp Reiseschuld 
Later years 
ReIJ.ection on experiences 
Interviewer'S comments and evaluation 

End of the Interview 



.< 

l~USSl All-J:ETrl'~ONI'rE IHI.'iI(!·IVI..-rTS 

of tho 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #30: Tel.'ne #33, sides A and B (108 l1inutes) 

Interviewee: REHP:SL, !.!enry P. born in 1907. 

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau 

Date: Tuesday, AUGust 10, 1976. 

Flace: 274 Stirline Ave. N., Kitchener, Ont. 

SUE LTEC'l1 INDEX (in minut es) 

Side A 

00-01 
01-05 
05-08 
08-14 

14-25 

25-32 

39-112 
42-LJ5 
lt5-60 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
War, Revolution and Makhno 
Post-Revolutionary conditions: -famine 

Education: -conditions 
-chances 

German occu~ation 
Patriotism anci E,e '1'r:'ar 
Civil war: -co~ditions 

-imnact 
Selbstschut7.. 

-disee.se 

Chl.lrcil life during the civil war 
Emi~ration: -pracees and proce~ure 

-leadnrs 
-the trj. 'lout 
- feelinrs 

End of side A 

Side 13 

00-04 
04-10 

10-20 

20-27 

27-37 
37-45 

45-48 

Errj."rat:Lon, cont.: the trip 
}<.;arly years in Canada: -workinc 

... learnine' the lan{"uage 
First impressions of and adjustments to Canadian life: ner
sonal experiences 
Love to Ontario 
:I:he Depression 
Getting established in business 
Church life 
Relationship with GC's 
Interviewer's comments and evaluation; additional infor~ation 

End of the Interview 

See also the microfilm copy of the manuscript entitled ~he Story 
of ~y Life by Henry p~ Rempel on deposit in the Archives of CGC. 
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RUSSI A;,!-El{'r;O~nrj1E I:}lunPAl:-'S 

o~ the 1920's (Ontario) 

Inte'~vie':/ #31: TO.ne #30, side B only (58 minutes) 

'i\"ne #3lf, sides it <'U:c1 B (51 miClut;es) 

Intnrviewee: ;j'IESSEN, Henry, born in 1905. 

Ir'.ter'liewer: '-enry Paetkau 

DICite: ::led:1esday, AUr'ust 11, 19'76. 

Ploce: 291 Weber St. E., Kitchener, Ont. 

LanpuRre: ~n~lish 

.::>tInJEI~1' U'DEX (in minutes) 

Ta~e N30, si~e B 
00-01 
01-14 
14-22 
22-31 

31-33 
33-36 
36-1!-2 

42-46 
46-48 
48':"56 

56-58 

Introduction 
Biofraphical sketch 
Outbreal-;:: of war ',lfith Genlany: impact 
~reatment of workers 
;:a}~hno 

Ve"band der :SUrf'er ':TollM.ndischer Herkunft 
'I'he J'sE' .. rist regime 
Attitude toward the Revolution 
GovermJent 
Service as assistant to the presiding officer in Ladekopp 
Ambition to become mechanical enfineer 
Improvement in conditions aft er the fa:dne; impact on 
attitude toward emir:ration 
Situation of relatives in Russia now 

End of side B 

,Tape #34, side A 

00-04 
04-08 
08-11 
11-HI-
14-17 
17-21 

21-26 
26-30 

Emirration: trip out of Russia 
Arrival in Canada: reception and work 
Distinctions between landed and landless in Russia 
'l'reatlie:1t of im:niCrants in Canada 
~eachi~g at Reesor 
Early ~ecrs in Canada: -working 

-becominc a teacher 
Teachine; 
'rhe Depression 

r~nd 0 f side A 

Side J3 

00-12 

12-16 
16-21 

Church life: -in Reesor and later 
-relationship between denominations i~ Ontario 

and in Russia 
Cont er:lporn.ry relicious situation in Rusr;ia 
Interviewer's comments and evaluation; ad~itional infor~ation 

Bnd of side B 
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of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interviev! #32: ;'a:)e ~(35, sides A El.nd B (GO minutes) 

'l'ape #36, side A only (29 minutes) 

Interviev,ree: T'LASSr;N, Jncob J., born in 1910. 

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau 

Date: Wednesday, AUGust 11, 1976. 

Plnce: 66 :.onroe St., Kitc~nener, Cnt. 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

TRpe #35, si6e A 

00-01 
01-05 
05-14 

1'-:--17 
17-19 
19-20 
20-30 

Introduction 
Biofraphical inforGation 
Revolution: - bandi t~and troops movine; throu,':h 

-j.mpact 
-condttions 

Ger~an occupation 
'j' he Tsar 
Ecucatioll 
Post-RevoJ.ut:i_onary cd'di tions: - famine 

-relief 

}~nd 0 f side A 

Side B 

00-13 

13-18 
18-25 
25-30 

EmiGration: -preparations 
- fecline s 
-the tri,} 

Arrival in CanRda: on to the farm 
3arly yearf:l in Canada 
Farmin" in j·:anitoba 

2nd of stde l::I 

Tape t/36, side A 

00-10 

10-21 
21-26 
26-.29 

Church life: -in ~anttoba (with the Old Co]ony ~ennonites) 
-with t;,e GC's in :·Tew t·t:1.!r.1;urg 

The Deprecsion 
Later years 
lnterviewer's comments and evaluatton 

End of the Intervtew 



of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Intervie'..'i #:3, Part I: '2:'8:"8 #37, sides A and B (62 minutes) 

Ta~e #38, side A on~y (30 ninutes) 

Interviewoe: HI~BB~r, ~enry, born in 1896. 

Interviower: ~enry PAetkau 

Date: 7rida~, Au~ust 13, 1976. 

Place: 37 J2ckson Ave., Kitchener, Onto 

Lan:uace: ~n[lish 

SUBJEC':1:' P:D:2X (in mi':".utes) 

Tape #37, side A 

00-01 
01-10 
10-18 
18-22 
22-2L~ 

24-31 

Introduction 
Life on the estate 
Service in the ~ussian army, 1915-17 
G erh'an occupation 0 f the Ukraine 
In the Selbstschutz 
The White army: -offensive arainst the Reds 

-defeat 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-08 White arlY, cont.: -Wranrel 
-buildinS an armoured car destroyer 

08-12 
12-15 
15-18 
18-26 

26-31 

Sno. of 

-collayse 
-attitude toward Kennonites 

In the Russian ar~y (durinr WW I arain) 
Attitude toward the Tsar 

,?elationship with the Russian peasants 
Revolution and ana.rchy: -under :!akhno 

-under the Red ar'y 
Service in the Soviet ad:1inistratiol1, 1921-23 

-duties as secretary 
-taxation ~")olicy 

side 13 

Tape #38, Eic,- A 

00-08 
08-1 :5 
13-15 
15-25 

25-30 

Pro :~TeES and o.ev 
Dost-Revolutionary 
NE?: the ChEJ.nc0 to 

ent unc~er the :'~enr'Jnites in tile 
conditions; uresent conditions 
emi.rDte 

E~ieri tion: -vrocess 
-:cfle '~rip 

Arrival in Canada; rea 

cedure 

11 in \Vat erloo 

o::? s:Lda A 

......... more 



Interview #-cz, . '../, Fart II: Tane #46, 

Ta;;e #5LI-, 

Int erV2_ ewee: EIEBEP'P, Henry, born 

Date: Friday, Au,""ust 2'7, 1976. 

SUBSECT nm-'~x (in :ninutes) 

Tn"'€! #116, side B 

00-01 Introduction 

• ••• ljace 2 

side B only (31 minutes) 

side A only ( 19 yni-'-'u"'es) AA. ,J. \., 

in 1896 .. 

01-19 Early years in Canada: -rec eption and adjustr:1ents 

19-23 

23-26 
26-28 
2,g-31 

-wor}cing on the farm, various ex~er
iences 

-as a machinist 
Attitude toward immigrants 
Learninc the laneua~e 
Politics 
Conditions re: immigration 
Church life: immirrant church 

r~nd 0 f side 1:1 

Tape #54, side A 

00-06 
06-14 
14-19 

Church life in Russia 
The De)ression: hard times in Canada (and earlier in Russia) 
Interviewer's comments and evaluation; additional information 

End of the Interview 

See also the microfilm copy of the manuscri~t Recollections of my 
Life in Russia by Henry ~iebert on deposit in the archives of CGC. 



i I 
l 

,~ . 

nUSSI AJ'r-I:J~;TO J.TI'I,l}~ H!!IIG RIUrrS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #34: Tane #39, sifes A anrl B (61 minutes) 

Tane #36, side B only (14 minutes) 

Interviewee: "Ll\SS!':T-T, Dietrich, born in 1901. 

Intervie~er: Henry Paetkau 

Date: Monday, AUfust 16, 1976. 

Place: ~~O :'laurice 0t., Kitchener,. Ont. 

S~iJECT INDEX (in~inutes) 

Tape #39, side A 

00-01 
01-07 
07-23 

23-26 
26-31 

Introduction 
Bio[raphical sketch 
Service in the poacetime ?ed army, 1922-24: 

-nolitical instruction 
-life and conditions at the hosnital 

WW I 
~he msarist regime and the Russian geople 

End 0 f side A 

Side 1:) 

00-04 

04-07 
07-09 
09-11 
11-19 
19-21 
21-30 

Gerl!lan occu9a+,ion 
Econouic conditions during the Revolution 
Flight to'Moscow: General conditions and reasons 
NE::!' 
Conditions under the collectives 
Conei tj,ons in Jioscow, 1929 
Tri"0 to G errlany 
Conditions in the ~61n refugee cam~ 

End of side B 

Ta'Je #36, side B 

00-06 

06-oe 
oe-09 
09-10 
10-14 

End of 

In Canada: -arijustl:1ents and reception 
-workinG on the farm 

Convercation 
Ch urcl1 li f e 
Sc:lbstschutz 
Interviewer's comments and evaluation 

the Interview 



. ,,I 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Intervie~ #35: Tane #40, sides A and B (61 minutes) 

'l'D:je #l~ 1 t sides A and B (60 mj_nutr::~s)' 

Jnterviewee: RE:I?-::r<;R, ~;0nry J., born in 1899. 

Intorviewer: Henry Paetkeu 

Dnte: Wednesday, Au[ust 18, 197G. 

Place: 27 Randerson Ave., K{tchener t Ont. 

Lanruage: German 

SU3J:s~]rI' INDEX (in n:inutes) 

Ta~e #40, side A 

00-01 
01-06 
06-09 
09-16 

, 16-30 

Il"troduction 
Ei.orraphical infDr~aticn 
0utbreak of WW I: conditions 
Revolution: -Dutbreak 

-Gernan occunation 
Selbstschutz: -formation and drill.s 

-firhtine the Makhno 
-the battle at BltL1ental "{':ainst t:ie Reds 

:~nd 0 f 

Side B 

00-12 

and the bandits 

si_de A 

COY'1ment 

12-14 
14-28 

'1'he battle of Blu!;lental, cont .. 
Peace 'Ni th the Reds and dlsar:~1ar'lent 
Post-Revolutionary condittons 
White army: -nohilization under Wr2n~el 

-the bc1,ttJe 
-fall and colla~se 

28-3ri Famine 

E~.d 0 f side B 

Tane #41, side A 

00-07 Fa~ine, cont. 
Relj_of 

07-10 Le.nd cOEfiscation and dl vision 

10-20 EMirrRtion: -nrOC2SS and nrocedure 
-the trip 

20-24 Arrival in CRnada: -rece~tion 

24-30 Early ye&rs 
A cO::'1Y.lent 

Sn d 0 f 1':;1 Cl. e A 

-wo rh: 

•••• ~florc; 



CO-Ol 
01-11 

Iv-.~ter"f,ri0v,r()1 .. t 8 CO··~·!::!ents 2 ... nd 8 ilB.lu.8.ti:)n 

Church 1i fe: - 0aTl~.' j. ':'1L'rant c'lurcl' 
-relationshin bet~een conferences in nt~rio 

and. i~l RUSf.:ia 
11-11~ AcijusC'::ents to Canadian life: -the lanruD.,r<>e 

lLt -18 
18-26 

26-;:0 

-attitude toward j_:r.1i_ 'rants 
'l'~,e De'Jression 
Early years: -~arkinc in the lu~ber ca~9 

-:neet~_ne with other irnli:--rani.::8 
Selbstsc:iutz e.Cain: -1I1-7ot that GO(~ conrlo::l ed it but he 

:protected it .. " 
-attitude toward it 

3nd of the Interview 



\ " 

of the 1920's (Ontarlo) 

Interview #36: Tape #42, sides A and B (61 ninutes) 

'Pane #'+3, side A or:ly (30 minutes) 

Interviewee: RKDL~;~, ;';rs. Certruda, born in 18811-. 

Interviewer: Ecnry Paetkau 

Date: Wednesday, Au,r:u:::,t 18, 1976 

~lace: 51 Brick st., Kitchener, Ont. 

Lanruage: German 

srr3JEC~' INDEX (in :llin1 'tes) 

Tape #l!2, side A 

00-01 
01-04 
04-10 
10-20 

20-25 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
Settlement in Ufa (DavleLanovo) 
?he flight south, 1921: -the journey 

-difficulties getting 
Survival in south Russia: -American aid 

p er:'!li srno n 

-in RUc~enau and Tiege 
25-31 Early years in Canada: -reception in Vlt:-;nipec 

-worldtlg 
-repaying Reiseschuld 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-04 
OL!-11 

11-·1~5 
13-22 

22-30 

00-09 
09-14 

14-16 
1 -2Lt 
2lt-27 

2'7-30 

Conditions among refugees fleeing south (at Stalincrad) 
Outbreak of war and Revolution: -conditions 

-attacks by bandits 
Attitude toward the Tsar 
EmiGration: -process of obtaining pass?orts 

-the trin 
I 

Relationship with the Russians (Tattars) 
Life on the estate ! 
Incidents 0 f 'J:artar at tac1\:s 

Incidents, cont ... 
Recention in Winnipeg: -work 

-family situation 
!:ove to (\ntar:Lo and Vlor~;: on the farms, 1930 
Death of hor husband of pneumonia in 1931 
:1'he Depression and re','my:Ln[,: the Reiseschuld 
Lat er yecl.rs 
Intervj.oVlcr's COi:111l0nts and evaluation 

F!nd of the Intc:Y'vinw 



RU SSI Ai; - 11 EEl: 0 NI '1' E I E?U U;::A!';~' S 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview 1/-3"1: Tane 1'1l.4, sides it and 13 (60 minutes) 

~la1Je #1+3, side 13 only (16 minutes) ,I 

Intervi ewee: hA'I'}ilES, John" born in 1901+ 
Interviewer: Henry Paetkau 

Date: T)lursde,y, Aucu~)t 19, Fi76. 

:Pl~c e: {;1;5 Wober St. E." Ki tchoner, Ont. 

L'n'"lla,"'o: 2n/"liDh 

SU~),J;~Gr.r1 HTDEX (in minuteD) 

00-01 Introduction 
01-12 Revolution: -conditions 

-Durdor by the bandits 
-move from the estate to the colony 

12-16 The Russian people: -their life 

16-19 

19-21 
21-24 
2l{,-27 

27-30 

-treatTl1ent 
The Tsar: -nolicies 

-land linuidation 
Conversation: boo~-\:~ (Hiracl es 0 f Grace and Jud,-:e'~1ent,) 
l"a1'1ine 
Contem~orary situation: Russian Baptist DeleGation to 
CEma('c:>, etc. 
Church life after the Revol',1,tion 
Bandits 

Er,d 0 f side A 

Siqe 13 

00-04 
04-08 

08-17 

17-2,:: 

Teachinc after the Revolution 
Enirration: -~rocess and ~rocedure 

-t het ri':::: 
In Canada: -reception 

-vfOrk 
-learninc the lnncuage 

In Vinelnnd: Ghurch life 
23-30 New Enmburr:: -condi tionf'; 

-Church life (}-;Rv sand GCI [', tor'ether) 
Snd of side B 

Tane #43, side R 

00-04 
Ol~-O<3 
08-13 

13-16 

J.H. J;::-TIzen 
Ad just:,\ents to Canadj,an li fe 
The Depression: -conditions 

-at tj, t uoes 
Interviewe's co~ments and evaluation 

End of the Interview 



nUSSI AN-l!E;r:ONI'J.' E rIG T?A';'l' S 

of the 1920's (Ontarto) 

Interview #38: Tape #45, sides A and B (59 minutes) 

'22,>,e !,'lIC, sido A :Jnly (28 min;J.tes) 

Interviewee: KLASS~N, Abram P., born in 1893 

Interviewer: ~enry Paotkau 

Date: ':o11c.ay, flue-ust 23, 19'76 .. 

Place: I t 7 Dt~Tlont St. E., Waterloo, Ont. 

LancuaGe: rer~an 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #45, side A 

00-01 Introduction 
01-05 Biorraphical information 
05-11 Outbreak of WW I: -conditions and treatment in Germany 

-work 
11-22 Internment as an enemy alien in Germany: 

-conditions ~nd treatment 

22-27 
27-31 

-activities 
Post-war \Vorb:: in a military hospital in Germany 
Pet urn to :~:u.ssia 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-03 
03-08 
08-15 
15-18 
18-22 
22-28 

Return to RUssia cont. 
Conditions in Russia (Revolutionary) 
Confrontation with ba~ciits 
Post-Revolutionary conditions 
~~ifration: process and procedure 
Looking for wor};: in Canada 
L~ter years a-d family; talks about his faith 

End of side B 

'T'nne #h6, :.d.de A 

00-06 Irnicrant church: -vd.th the l-lB' f, 

06-10 
10-13 
13-20 

20-25 
25-28 

-JE ,J:inzen (and other ministers) 
Orl/ani zation 0 f the Waterloo conp-relD.tion 
Othar conrrecations 
Expansi0n of 0eorpe Street (W-K U M Church) 
Ministers at GeorCe Street 
J.H. Jazen as writer 
Interviewer's comments and evaluation 

E~d of the Interview 



) l' (' 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

In-:-,erview #39: r!\8.o;e #l~7, sides A and B (61 minutes) 

'l'o.ne #118, sides A a~d B (62 :nini1tes) 

Intervie',iE)e: RTTl;;:!=:, Abral:i P .. , born in 1895 

IntervieDer:Henry Paetkau 

Date::'uesc.ay, . .1.urust 2lh 1976 

Lanruafe: Bnrlish (sa~e German) 

SU3,JECT INDEX Un mimltes) 

1:a'1e #l~ 7, side A 

00-01 
01-08 
08-13 

I ntraduction 
Bio'"raphical infor;'18.tion 
Outbrea~~ of \'1\'1 I: conditions and treaL:1ent 
Attitude tov![',rd the 'L'sar 

13-18 Relationship with Russians: churches and schools built for 
t ~i eoll 

18-29 Land confiscation and anti-aer~an 8enti~ents 
Vi3HH: for:l:C'1t:i ,on 2,nd neetinrs (er. use 0 f RURs:l.an 1 Em'"' .. ) 

Clther or'aniz[;l,t:Lons 
29-30 nJolution 

End of side A 

Side R 
oo-of, 
06-09 
09-16 
16-19 
19-25 

Revolution, cont.: 'lersor.a,l invol ve':ent and res')ons,7, 
Service in the military durinr the war 
E;:~:H::rj_ences in t11P Sanittftsdienst 
Local administration durinr tho Revolution. 

-8.ction 
25-31 Post-Revolutionary conditions and activities 

~':':;:d of side B 

00-05 
05-09 
09-18 

18-22 
22"';31 

Post-Revolutionary activities cont. 
VBEE 
Emirration: -efforts berin 

-'neetin.r;s 
-process and procedure 
-the trip 

End of side A 

..... morc 



Intcrvirew #39, 'l','lnr; ill~(3, side B 

0C:-05 
05-10 
10-13 
1:3-20 
20-,:::2 
22-24 
24-29 

~:" e tri ,") c0nt. 
Arrival in Ca1'nc1a 
Arrive1 l in AC!]I" !\l,berta; ·\';or)<:. on the far'?! 
CoJloctinl RoiRAschuld 
Other ':fork 
C~: urch 1i f e 
Adjustnents and learnin~ t~e lanruare 

••• .. y:;o.! e 2 

29-31 Interviewer's comments and evaluation; additional infornation 

End of the Interview 



.1 !I 

RUS,SIA\T-l"!:;JF:ONITE Il'FHG}?[\-r'rs 

of thA 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #1,0: To.l'e #l~q, sir'es A and B (r)l m:i.nutes) 

Tane #50, sides A and B (56 minutes) 

Interviewee: FFANSEN, Nick, born in 1907 

Interviewer: T"enry Paetkau 

Date: Tuesday, Au[ust 24, 1976 

Place: R.R.#3, St. Catharines, onte 

SLT::;,TECT INJmX (tn minut cs) 

Tape #"9, side A 

Introduction 00-01 
01-05 
05-14 
14-16 
16-19 
19-23 
23-27 

Biofra~hical information 
Post-Revolutionary conditions: -famine 

27-30 

War years 
Fall of the Tsar and Revolution 
Bandits 

-A~erican aid 
-f8JIline, cont .. 

Ger~an occupation and Selbstschutz 

:Snd of side A 

Side B 

00-04 
04-09 

Erni~ration: reasons 
Local ad~intstration under the Soviets 
NEP 

09-21 Er.1irration: -'proceGs and :Jrocedure 

21-29 
29-31 
l~Yld 0 f 

-the trio and detention in Ri a 
Early years in Canada 
l?eception of imll:5r;rants 

side B 

Ta.ne #50, side A 

OO-Ol~ H",:lationshi p with (Old) iIcnnoni t cs 
·;'-:n.rl::· immi,rTant church in Vineland 

04-11 Relationship with the MB's: -in Ontario 
-in Russia 

11-18 
18-23 

23-31 

-in Kitchener 
Vineland conrreration orranized 
Ontario Conference 
Dredi(er Konferenz 
J.ll. Jan~en: -as Ae]tester 

-as writer 

End of Eide A 

..... more 



Interview #40, Tape #50, side B 

00-03 

03-11 

11-13 
13-16 
16-21 

J.H. Janzen: -writer, cont. 
-as educator 

Lanru8fe question 
Acculturation Gnd patriotism (Canada) 
Sunday School Conference (with the KB's) 
Churches and Bishops 
The Depression: -~ork 

-economic conditions 

•••• pace 2 

21-25 Interviewer's co~ments and evaluation; additional infor~ation 

End of the Interview 
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RU S oS I AN - r:F.V'O IU'1' E I !-':1'fI G RAj'Fi:' S 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #41: Tane #51, sides A and B (56 minutes) 

In,:ervie\;ee: S""!S, Cerharc, J., born in 1885 

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau 

Date: Tuesday, AUffust 24, 1976 
FIRce: #14 Tabor Manor, 1 T~bor Dr., st. Catherines, Ont. 

SUL)LTBC'P INDT~X Un minutes) 

Si,de A 

00-01 
01-06 
06-09 
09-15 

15-23 
23-25 
25-28 
23-31 

I ntro(luction 
Bio'raphicnl 1nformat,:i.on 
Outbreak of war: foelinrs 
Outbreak of Revolution 
Service as Sanit!ter 
Revolution: various experiences and incidents 
Fa'dne 
Emil ration: process 
On the estate; the Russian people; local Eovernment after 
the nevolution 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-03 
0,3,-05 
05-11 

11-15 
15-19 

19-21 
21-25 

Emirration: the trip 
Arrivnl in Canada 
Imr1ic rant church 
Orranization of Kitchener MB con~re[ation 
Work and the Deprecaion 
Attitude of Canadians; politics 
Acculturation 
Reflection on exneriences 
Interviewer's conments and evaluation; additional infor~ation 

End of the Interview 



of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #42: TaDe #52~ sides A and B (~O minutes) 

Tane #53, sides A and B (62 minutes) 

Interviewee: DUECK, H(mry, born in 1902. 

Interviewer: Henry Paetkau 

Date: ::'),ursday, AUGust 26, 1976. 

?lace: Lounre of the W-K United ~ennonite Church 

Language: English 

SUB~T~SGT nmEX (in minutes) 

Ta~e #521 side A 

00-01 Introduction 
01-07 Bio[''raDhical information 

Conditions in 1929 
07-15 Farming: -estate in Siberia 

-·in the Crimea (wine and :nany vineyards) 
15-19 Outbreal.: of v:ar 

The Tsarist regime 
19-25 Totab. tari.an rul e in Hl1ssia 

Anti-n ermanism 
25-30 Post-Revolutionary conditions and activities 

,End of side A 

Side B 

00-03 
03-06 
06-10 
10-17 
17-21 
21-29 
29-30 

Loss of land in Siberia 
German occupation 
~andits r .d the Selbstschutz 
In the ~hite army 
Post-1avolutionary experiences 
Famine: -clandestine threshing 0geration 

-hiding grain from the authorities 

End of side B 

Tape #53, side A 

00-04 Famine, conto 
NE? 

04-10 Emigration: -early movements 
-trip to :Moscow~ spring 1929 

10-18 -flight to ::loscow, fall 1929 
-arrest 

18-31 -escape 
-return to Hoscow and efforts to el:!i ra.te 

End of side A 

........ more 



Interview #1:.2, Ta.ne #53, side B 

00-13 Emirration process, cont.: -securinc docu~ents 
-obtaininF permissicn 

..... nar:e 2 

13-23 
23-27 

-the trip out of Russia 

27-30 
30-31 

Reception in Germany 
Conditions 
I~~ipration to Canada 
Comment by Interviewer 

En~ of the Interview 



RUSSIA.~-HENNONITE HlNIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview ifr43, part I: Tape ffo54, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Tape #55, side A only (30 minutes) 

Interviewees: RENPEL, J. J., born in 1836 

Elizabeth, born in 1895 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date~ April 25, 1978 

Place: #115 Pleasant Manor Apts., Virgil, Ontario 

Language: Low German 

,SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #54, side A 

00-01 
01-10 
10-12 
12-22 
22-25 
25-30 

Introduction 
Biographiea 1 information 
In the Russian army during W. W. I 
Experienee3 at the hands of bandits 
The German occupation of the Ukraine 
Bitter hardships of the pre-emigration years 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-04 
04-10 

The eivil war 
Arrangements for emigration: -the Studieneommission 

-B. B. Janz 
-as leader of emigrant group 

10-11 
11-14 
14-17 
17-21 
21-26 
26-29 

Emigration to Kitchener 
About Mr. shantz, their first canadian host 
Nove to Hanitoba 
Mr. Rempel as Vertreter in Grunthal 
Farming in Grunthal 
About the Sommerfelder 

End of Side B 

..• more 



( 

Part I of Interview #43 concl.; Tape #55, Side A 

Date: April 25, 1978. 

SUBJECT INDE~ (in minutes) 

00-01 Memories of farm in Grunthal 
01-04 Move to Ortario; working in cannery 
04-16 The nature of Russians: -Hungersnot 

16-20 
20-23 
23-28 
28-30 

-experience with bandits 
-characterization: song, theft, and faithfulness 

On Czechoslovakians; on the role of bandits in civil war 
Thoughts on Russian Jews 
Help from American Mennonites during Hungersnot 
Blank 

Part 11 of Interview #43: Tape #55, Side B and Tape #64, side A 

Tape #55, Side B 

00-14 As leader in Verband; -in Tiege 

14-16 
16-20 
20-28 

-B. B. Janz in Kharkov 
-internal opposition to emmigration efforts 
-Philip Cornias 
-experiences in arranging emmigration 

Emmigration; help received 
Memories of Irwin Shantz 
Working for Colonization Board: -collecting Reiseschuld 

-buying cattle 
28-30 About Tiegenhof 
End of Side B 

Tape #64, side A 

00-02 
02-05 
05-08 
08-10 
10-17 
17-19 
19-21 
21-24 
24-26 
26··30 

Industry and farming in Tiegenhof 
The factions in the civil \..rar 
Story of the "funf Leichen" (murdered Thiessen family) 
The Depression in Canada 
Feeling of connection to Germany; to Russia 
Feelings on coming to Canada 
Ties to GGrman culture in Canada 
Learning English 
Biographical information on Mrs. Rempel 
Becoming Canadian citizens; f'~eling about Canada 

End of Interview 



RUSSIAN-NENNONITE IHMIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #44, part I: Tape #56, side A and part side B (51 minutes) 
Intervie,vee:HA~1N, David, born in 1898. 
Intervie,ver: Stan Dueck 
Date: April 25, 1978 
Place: #llS-D Heidehof, 600 Lake St., St. catherines 
Language; Low German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #56, side A 

00-01 
01-05 
05-07 
07-09 
09-13 
13-18 
18-24 

24-26 
26-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
\\lar; feelings tmvard czar; Germany 
Start of the revolution 
Feelings about Kerensky; events of the war 
About Makhno's deeds 
In the White army; -terror of bandits convinces him to join 

- in artillery 
-manoeuvres 

More experiences wich bandits 
Taken Prisoner by Reds 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-05 
05-12 

12-18 
18-19 
19-21 

Experiences as prisoner of the Red army 
In the Red army: -poses as deserter to save his life 

-signs up as volunteer in Red army to avoid detention 
-on leave 

Walks home; illness 
Recaptured by Red army 
As bookkeeper in the Red army 

End of part I 



· .. page 2 

Part 11 of interview #44; Tape #56 side B cont. and Tape #66, side A and side B 

Date: }py 10, 1978 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #56, side B cont. 

21-22 Introduction 
22-23 Getting a job in the Red army as bookkeeper 
23-26 In the Red army on the Polish front 
26-28 Hospital inmates killed by bandits 
28-30 Leaving the army 

End of Tape #56, side B 

Tape #66, side A 

00-02 
02-10 
10-11 
11-l3 
13-17 

17-20 
20-21 
21-30 

Coming hone from the army; ravages of ,var 
Experience with post-civil war police 
Obtains official release from army 
Harriage to Haria Funk in 1923 
In the Communist civil service: -attempts to use Hr. Hamm as spy 

-in co-operative 
On inflation 
The abruptness of change under Russian Government 
In the civil service: -as bookkeeper in formerly Mennonite-o,vned factories 

-his brother Henry in civil service 
-lack of trust bet,veen Communists 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-04 
04-13 

13-16 
16-18 
18-24 
24-26 
26-28 
28-29 
29-30 

Refuses to spy on fellow werkers; given ultimatum 
Emmigration: -borro,vs money to pay for passes 

-via Riga, London, Liverpool 
-crossed on Hontrose; land in Halifax on 11th of Jan.) 1929 
-to brother r s place in l,;Tindsor 

Hoves to Hanover; 'works for 14 years hand-sanding mouldings 
Hove to St. Catherines 
Paying Reiseschuld 
Horking during the Depression 
Helping post-war emmigrees 
Eating habits 
Blank 

End of Interview 



RUSSIAN-NENNONITE IMl'-fIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #45: Tape #57, sides A and B (60 minute 
Tape #58, sides A and B (39 minutes) 

Interviewee: WEIER, John, born in 1909. 
Susan, born in 1909. 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 
Date: hTednesday, April 26, 1978. 
Place: #215 Pleasant Manor, Virgi1, Onto 
Language: English 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #57, side A 

00-02 
02-08 
08-10 
10-17 

17- 25 

Introduction' 
Biographical information 
hTar; influence of German culture on Mennonites 
Se1bstschutz: -organization 

-method of defense 
-role of German soldiers 
-difference between Red army and Makhno 

Famine: -food wasted by roving bands 
-self-rationing of food 
-help from abroad 
-distribution of food sent by Nennonite relief organizations 

25-30 Preparation for emmigration: -role of leaders 
-land division by Bolsheviks 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-03 
03-13 

13-17 

17-22 
22-23 
23-25 
25-28 
28-30 

Sale of farm 
Emmigration: - train to NOSCQ1;\T 

-through the Red Door 
-to Quebec via England 

Arrival in Canada: -feelings on arrival 
-first winter in Canada 

Settling in Nanitoba 
Reiseschuld 
Problems with the English Language 
Mennonite settlement of Lena, Manitoba 
Establishing the church 

End of side B 

Tape #58, side A 

00-12 
12-15 
15-16 
16-17 
17-21 
21-22 
22-26 
26-28 
28-30 

The depression years 
Move to Niverville 
Lay minister in Nivervil1e 
Buying a farm in Virgi1, Onto 
Contact with Mennonites still in Russia 
Biographical information, Nrs. Weier 
On Hakhno's terror 
E~~igrated from Russia in 1925 
Reflections on Russia; Canada 

End of side A 

Side B 
00-07 Depression Memories 07-09 Interviewer's comments End of t~lpe. 



RUSSIAN-l-lENNONITE IMl'lIGlvu\ITS 

of the 1920ls (Ontario) 

Interview #46: Tape #59, sides A and B (60 minutes), Part I 
/'",",-) 

Tape #64, side B, and Tape #65, side A and part side B (76 minutes), 
Part II 

Interviewee: ENNS, Jacob, born in 1898. 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Dates: April 25, 1978, and May 9,1978. 

Place: Creek Rd., Virgil (Box 123), Onto 

Language: L01v German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #59, side A 

00-01 
01-06 
06-08 
08-12 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
Russian soldiers receive free supplies from his boss 
As sanitaeter: -volunteered for extra salary 

-in bunkers against German air attack 
-on trains for wounded 

On leave in Kharkov 
Bribes his way out of army; black market dealings 
Acts of sabotage during the civil war 

12-14 
14-17 
17-19 
19-25 In rIOScow in Oct. 1917: - smuggling flour into Moscow during Revolution 

-bloodbath in Moscow; mass grave 
25-29 
29-30 

Fleeing from bandits 
On mission to get seed 

End of side A 

Side B 

In the selbstschutz 00-03 
03-10 Service in the White army: -in the 7th Division under Gen. Thiele 

-training; as machine gunner 
-fighting ,vith the White army 
-Nennonites who were ,(vounded in service 

10-15 
15-20 

On leave; flight to Schoenau 
White army returns: -from Crimea 

-Deniken, Wrangel 
-English interests in the White army 

20-30 Emmigration: -start of en1migration 
-decision to leave 
-difficulties in obtaining papers 

End of Part I 

••. more 



... page 2 

Po.rt 11 of Intcrvic\v #4·6: TClpe #64, side B, and Tape 65, sides A and B 

Date: Mo.y 9, 1978. 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #64, side B 

00-01 
01-04 
04-17 

17-19 
19-30 

Introduction 
Illness prevents Hay 5, 1929 emmigration 
Working in Soviet co-operative: -elected to co-op 

-co-op moves to Helitopol 
-method of operation 
-buying and selling goods 

"I have German blood but a Russian soul" 
\\forking tmvards emmigration: -papers brought in order 

-Jacob Doerksen, Communist, arranges papers 
-more difficulties with papers 
-attempts to bribe official 
auction sale 
-to Memrik 

End Side B 

Tape #65, side A 

00-13 Final preparations for emmigration: -Jan. 1, 1930, Mennonites forbidden to go 
-German consulate arranges permission 
-further complications 
- borrmvs money for trip 

13-30 Emmigra.tion: -to :t-Ioscmv for visa.s a.nd tickets 
-train to Riga.; loses baggage 
-to Hammerstein 
-has pneumonia at Hammer stein; stays until Hay 12, 1930 
-McKenzie King 
-Benjamin unruh: knmvn as Father Unruh 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-13 In Brazil: -given 22 Ha. of land 

13-14 
14-15 
15-16 

-as cobbler; cutting ebony 
-fighting communism 
-prefers Brazil to Canada 

Comes to Canada; to Leamington 
Black market in Russia 
Interviewer's comments 

End of the Interview 



RUSSIAN-HENNONITE IHHIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interv ieiv #47: Tape #60, sides A and B (60 minutes) 
Tape #61, sides A and B (41 minutes) 

Intervieivee: TOElJS, Gerhard, born in 1897. 

In terv iewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: Tuesday, May 2, 1978. 

Place: 74 Louisa St., St. catherines, Onto 

Language: German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #60, side A 

00-01 
01-03 
03-12 

12-21 

21-29 

29-30 

End of 

Side B 

00-01 
01-06 

06-07 
07-08 
08-10 
10-12 
12-15 
15-17 
17- 21 
21-25 
25-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
Before the Revolution: -Communist minority in Dumas 

-Mennonite patriotism before the war 
-rise in strength of robber bands 
-change in loyalty of German-speaking people 

War and Revolution: -Kerensky and the provisional government 
-Lenin's plan for civil war and terror 
-political ignorance of Mennonites 
-German-Ukranian peace 
-land appropriation 

Civil war: -education interrupted 
-mismanagement of Collectives 
-decision by Mennonites to defend themselves 
-anarchism of Makhno in 1905 
-Ukranian government 
-White army: -beginning of white army 

-the draft 
-non-combatant status of Mennonites 

Blank 

side A 

Blank 
White army: -insufficient support by France and England 

-retreat to Crimea 
-disbanded in Crimea, 1920 

Red promise of freedom after civil war 
Murderous Red regiment in Crimea 
Dispersion of the white army 
Help for refugees from M.C.C.: Orie Miller, Schlaeger, and Stolzfuss 
Emmigration begins: -Nennozentrum and Studiencommission 
Year as refugee in Baltic states and Germany 
Nedical inspection and Lechfeld 
Fate of vlhite army and its leaders 
As group leader in Canada: duties and responsibilities 

End of side B 

... more 



Intcrv:lC,v !ill? concluded: 'rLlpe :f161, sides A and 13 

Sl1iUI,:cr INm:X (in minutes) 

Side A 

00-03 
03-05 
05-10 

10-12 
12-14 
14-17 
17-19 
19-21 
21-25 

25-26 
26-29 
29-30 

School system of Russizn Mennonites 
Origin of Low German in Friesland 
Experience in the White army: -military training in school 

-service in the cavalry 

German army and Selbstschutz 
As refugee: aid from M.C.C. 

-provisioning the army 

In Saskatche1;van: relationship to Kanadier 
Marriage to Elias and origin of unusual Mennonite surnames 
Appropriation and distribution of property by Bolsheviks 
Move to Germany 1939: -severity of canadian depression 

-service in the German army on the Russian front 
Return to Canada in 1951 
Hitler's mistakes 
Blank 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-01 
01-03 

03- Of+ 
04-09 
09-11 

Blank 
Authorship: -Schoenfeld, Heimat in Truemmern, Heimat in Flammen, Hinten 

del' Roten Hewer 
-Arnold Dyck, Jacob Janzen 

Contact with those still in Russia 
Canadian situation and Politics 
Intervie1;ver l s comments 

End of interview 

See also Schoenfeld,1939, Rundschau Publishing House, Winnipeg, Man. 

Die Heimat in Trummern, 1936, Warte Publishing House, Steinbach, Man 

Die Heimat in Flammen and Hinten del' Roten Mauer, date of publication 
and publisher unknown. 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE HlMIGRAl\fTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Intervie,vee: RENPEL, Agatha, born in 1906. 

Interviev;rer: Stan Dueck 

Date: Tuesday, May 2, 1978. 

Place: 2 Pearce Ave., St. Catherines, Onto 

Language: English 

Interview #48: Tape #62, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

00-01 
01-06 
06-16 

16-20 
20-25 
25-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
War and revolution: -father as C. O. in W. W. I 

-lost land in 1918 
-fled to Molotschna in 1919 
-cattle disease brought by Red army 
-did statistical work for provisional government in ~.;rachmut 

Teaching school; stopped by Red government 
Conditions prior to and leading up to emmigration 
Emmigration: -delay in trip 

-quarantine in Southampton 
- to A1tona, Manitoba; received by Gerbrandt family 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-03 
03-07 
07-11 
11-15 
15-24 
24-25 
25-27 
27-28 
28-29 
29-30 

Working in Altona 
Reesor experiences 
Left Reesor; moved to Grunthal area in 1927; were cheated in farm purchase 
Father's death in 1928 
Working and moving 
Reiseschuld 
Learning English 
The church in Grunthal; in Niverville 
On Kanadier; on leaving Russia 
Intervie"tver I s comment s 

End of Interview 



RUSSIAN-HENNONITE IHl'HGRlI.NTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Intervie~'l 1149: Tape {f63, side A only (30 minutes) 

IntervieHee: BRAUN, Sara, born in 1895. 

Intervie~\Ter: Stan Dueck 

Date: May 2, 1978 

Place: 10 Draper St., St. Catherines, Onto 

Language: English 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Side A 

00-01 Introduction 
01-03 
03-05 
05-07 
07-10 
10-15 
15-16 
16-17 
17-22 

22-25 
25-27 
27-28 

Biographical information 
Emmigration to Rosthern, Sask. 
Horking and paying Reiseschuld 
Going to school in Canada; teaching school 
On school and teaching school in Russia 
Mennonites in Russian society 
Bandits in Russia 
Emmigration: -possibilities 

-\\Torking Hith refugees 
-difficulties in emmigrating 
-A. P. Regier, group leader (see IntervieH 1139, tapes 1147 and 1148) 

Further biographical information 
Purchase of farm near Hague, Sask. 
IntervieHer's comments 

End of tape 



RUSSIAN-NENNONITE IJ.vlNIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #50: Tape #67, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Interviewee: BERG, Maria, born in 1887. 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: May 24, 1978. 

Place: 2nd Ave. Louth, R. R. #3, st. Gatherines, Onto 

Language: Low German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

00-01 
01-07 
07-15 

15-22 
22-28 
28-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
The War: -enmity against Mennonites because of economic disparity 

-husband was Wolost leader; served as Sanitaer 
lived with her mother while Mr. Berg was in the service 

Experiences with Makhno 
As refugees in A1au; experiences with bandits 
The German occupation 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-01 
01-07 
07-08 
08-15 

15-17 
17-18 
18-23 
23-24 
24-28 
28-29 

Beginning of emmigration; Studienco~nission 
Help from North America during the famine 
Relations between Russians and Mennonites 
E~~igration: -left in 1923 

-husband was group leader on the train 
-medical examination 
-through Riga; landed at Quebec; to Morris, Man. 

Met in Norris by Abram Eidse 
About Nakhno I s bandits 
Early years in Norris; Reiseschuld 
Hove to their Q1;vn land 
Move to Reesor; stayed there 18 years; move to Ontario 
Intervievler's comments 

End of Interview 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE Ii'-'li'vlIGRAl\fTS 

of the 1920 l s (Ontario) 

Intervie\\71f51: Tape #68, sides A and B (56 minutes) 

Intervie\.;rce: ANDRE\\lS, Corne1ius, born in 1898. 
Anna, born in 1900. 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Place: 52 Leeper St., St. Catherines, Onto 

Date: May 24, 1978. 

Language: Low German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

00-01 
01-05 
05-10 

10-19 

19-20 
20-23 
23-28 
28-29 
29-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
War and revolution: -to Caucasian front as Sanitaer 

-German occupation 
-start of revolution 

Civil \.;rar: -fighting for White army; retreat from Moscow to Crimea 
-Se1bstschutz; service in Se1bstschutz 
-chaos in Russia 

Aid from America; end of Se1bstschutz 
Feelings on Russian people; Russian-Mennonite relations 
Emmigration in 1925 
On communism 
Blank 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-05 
05-06 
06-13 

13-15 
15-20 

20-25 
25-26 

Emmigration; arrival in Winnipeg; Directed to Arnaud 
~vorking for H. Iv. Friesen on farm 
Experiences with K1eine Gemeinde: -Abram Eidse 

-necktie and harmony singing in church 
-helping other Russian Mennonites 
-generosity of Kleine Gemeinde 

Depression memories 
Opinions: -on having come to Canada 

-on Germany; Hitler 
-on Jews; on rich people 
-on travel 

Paying Reiseschuld; helping others immigrate 
Interviewer's comments 

End of Intervie>;v 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMHIGRJu'l"TS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Intervie,v #52: Tape #101, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Tape #102, side A only (30 minutes) 

Intervie'lvees: DRIEDGER, N.N., born in 1895 

JANZEN, Jac. D., born in 1895 

Intervie,,,er: Henry Paetkau 

Date: August 22, 1977 

Place: R.R. #4, Leamington, Onto 

Language: German 

SUBJECT I~~EX (in minutes) 

Tape 11 

00-01 
01-06 
06-15 
15-29 

101, side A 

Introduction 
Biographical Information 
Early years in Canada 
Organization of the United Mennonite church: 

End of side A 

Side B 

- Jac. H. Janzen 
- Hr. Driedger is elected 

elder in Leamington 
- separation of the H.B. 

church 
- ,,,hy 1932 conference Has 

not held 
- connections bet'l"een 

Reesor, Essex County, and 
Kitchener 

- ministers' conference 

00-04 
04-11 
11-14 
14-20 

The function of the Predigerkonferenz; Jac. R. Janzen's role 
Difficulties in serving the new church 

20-30 

Youth activities in the church 
Increase in education: - intermarriage '\Vith non-Mennonites 

- drift from tradition 
Anti-German sentiments and activities during \-7.\\1. 2 

End of Side B 

Tape 11102, side A 

00-14 Iv. Tv. 2: - Rev. Janzen' s house searched by police 
the Deutsche Bund 

- Mennonite pro-German sympathy 
- youth and the army 

14-21 The Vertreter Versammlung: - Reiseschuld question 
- discord bet'\Veen the church and the 

Versarnrnlung 
- IL 13. Wiens and Elder Janzen 



21-25 
25-30 

The Sunday school teachers' conference 
N.B. - D.M. relations after split 

End of the Intervievl 

· .. page 2 

See also Intervie\v 1159 with Rev. Janzen and Intervie,v it66 ,·7ith Altester 
Driedger for further information and biographical sketches. 



RUSSIAN-NENNONITE IMMIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (ontario) 

Interview #53: Tape #70, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Intervie\vee: DUECK, H. J., born in 1899. 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Place: #215 Tabor Apartments, 3 Tabor Dr., St. catherines, Onto 

Date: May 29, 1978. 

Language: LoW German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Side A 

00-01 
01-05 
05-09 
09-12 

12-15 
15-16 
16-17 
17- 22 

22-24 
24-26 
26-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
Service in the Sanitaetsdienst 
The Selbstschutz: -in the cavalry 

-people they protected most critical of Selbstschutz 
Father loses land; marriage 
On dislike of ministers 
The German occupation 
Feelings on Russians: -characteristics of Russians 

-father beloved by Russian people 
On the czar 
Makhno; the famine 
Preparing to emmigrate 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-03 
03-08 
08-19 
19-20 
20-23 
23-28 
28-29 

Getting papers for emmigration 
Emmigration; to his sister in Saskatche,van 
Early years in Canada 
On the Canadian government 
On learning English; on homesickness for Russia 
Personal contributions to the church 
Intervievler's comments 

End of Interview 



RUSSIAN-HENNONITE IMl'1IGRANTS 

of the 1920's (ontario) 

Interview #54: Tape #71, sides A and B (42 minutes) 

Intervie,vee: \\fUERFFEL, Renate, born in 1898. 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Place: Tabor Hanor, 1 Lawrence Ave., St. catherines, Onto 

Date: May 29, 1978. 

Language: German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

00-01 
01-04 
04-06 
06-11 
11-15 
15-17 
17- 21 
21-29 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
The fir st World \yar 
Story of her husband's escape from a Russian prisoner-of-war camp 
Husband in Selbstschutz; parents oppose their emmigration to Germany 
Life in Germany after first l-Jorld \yar 
Joining her family in Manitoba 
Early years in Canada: -in knitting factory 

-move to Alberta 
-own knitting shop in Lethbridge 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-08 
08-10 
10-11 
11-12 

Move to Ontario; activities in Ontario 
Feelings about Germany 
About her sore leg 
Intervie,ver f s comment s 

End of Interview 



RUSSIAN-JVIENNONITE IMMIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Intervie,v #55: Tape 1172, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Interviewee: JVl~THIES, John, born in 1910. 

In tervie,ver: Stan Dueck 

Date: May 31, 1978. 

Place: 42 Neptune St., St. Catharines, Onto 

Language: English 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #72, side A 

00-01 
01-05 
05-06 
06-12 

12-17 

17-24 
24-27 
27-29 
29-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
About his grandfather 
About Makhno; maternal grandparents (Balzer) murdered (see also 
Tape #79, Interview #60, J.P. Driedger) 
After the visit of the bandits; on the defencelessness of the 
Mennonite colonies 
The Hungersnot 
Inequality between the Mennonites and the Russian peasants 
The Selbstschutz 
Emmigration: - trachoma 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-03 
03-15 
15-18 
18-23 
23-24 
24-29 
29-30 

Emmigration continued 
Early years in Canada 
On Canadian Mennonites 
Learning English 
Politics in Canada 
On conditions in Russia; anti-Communist feelings 
Interviewer's comments 

End of the Interview 



RUSSIAN-}lliNNONITE I~1IGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #56: Tape if1=73, sides A and B (60 minLtes) 

Interviewee: WALLMAN, Paul, born in 1901 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: May 31, 1978 

Place: #416 Tabor Apts., 3 Tabor Dr., St. catherines, Onto 

Language: German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #73, side A 

00-01 
01-10 
10-12 
12-16 
16-21 
21-25 
25-27 
27-29 
29-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
The Revolution and unrest 
Alternative service at a hospital for nervous disorders 
Flight to Moscow in 1929 
Emmigration 
Service in the White army 
Relations with Russian people 
How the '29 flight to Moscow started 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-12 

12-18 
18-20 
20-23 
23-26 
26-29 
29-30 

Emigration: -refugees at Moscow 
-to Hammerstein; epidemic there 
-to Arnaud, Man. 

Going to school and Normal school in Canada 
Tuberculosis 
Working in Manitoba; move to Ontario 
Reiseschuld; the church in Canada 
Contacts with his brother in Russia; biogrphical information 
Interviewer's comments 

End of the Interview 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE U1HIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Intervie~v 1157: Tape t174, sides A and B 

Tape 1175, side A only (78 minutes) 

Interviewee: PETERS, John, born in 1902 

Intervimver: Stan Dueck 

Date: June 5, 1978. 

Place: Leamington Home for the Aged, 22 Garrison St., Leamington, Onto 

Language: Lo,v German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape 11 74, side A 

00-01 Introduction 
01-04 Biographical information 
04-08 About the Revolution 
08-19 Post-revolutionary Russia: 

19-21 Emmigration from Siberia 

- Red Army in Siberia 
- service in the Red Army 
- changes under Stalin 

21-30 Experiences in China: - emmigrated to China 
- working in China 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-10 About Emmigration: - on merchant vessel 
- by train through France 
- to Brazil; to Paraguay 

10-28 In Paraguay: - buying land from the Board of Colonization 
- equipment given to them by Germany 
- conditions in the Mennonite Colony 

End of side B 

Tape #75, side A 

00-05 About eye infection; about Mennonite congregations in Paraguay 
05-07 Horking in Canada 
07-09 Feelings about Russia 
09-18 More about his service as a prison guard in the Red Army 

End of the Interview 



RUSSIAN-HENNONITE IHHIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview 1158: Tape ff76, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Tape 1177, side A only (14 minutes) 

Intervieivees: PENNER, Jac. P, born in 1901 

Katherina, born in 1901 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: June 6, 1978 

Place: Leamington Home for the Aged, 22 Garrison St., Leamington, Onto 

Language: Low German 

SUBJECT Ui'DEX (in minutes) 

Tape 1176, side A 

00-01 
01-05 
05-10 
10-13 
13-20 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
The First Horld '\Var 
The Revolution 
Hakhno: - living in fear 

20-30 
- bandits bring typhus 

Conditions after the Revolution 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-14 After the Civil '\Var: - flight to Memrik 
- teaching school 
- in the Red Army 

14-25 Emigration: - B.B. Janz 
- arrival in Saskatoon 
- dispersal of family 

25-30 Early years in Canada 

End of Side B 

Tape 1177, side A 

00-04 As teacher and minister in Saskatcheivan 
04-08 On learning English; contact with non-immigrants 
08-13 Biographical inforn~tion on Mrs. Penner 
13-14 Interviewer's comments 

End of the Interview 



RUS S IAN -ME1\TJ:ION ITE U1MICRANT S 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #59, Part I: Tape #78, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Tape 1/77, side B only (28 minutes)'~:~;ZJ' 

Interviewee: JANZEN, Jac. D., born in 1895 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: June 6, 1978 

Place: 33 Poplar St., Leamington, Onto 

Language: English 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape 11 78, side A 

Introduction 
Biographical Information 
iV.I\f. Ill; in Sanit.3'tsdienst 

00-01 
01-09 
09-15 
15-16 
16-21 
21-30 

Conditions in Russia at the time of the Revolution 
Kerensky and the election 
After the Communist take-over: - atheism of the government 

- relations between Russians and 
Mennonites 

- conditions of workers 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-11 
11-19 
19-23 
23-29 

29-30 

The nature of Russian people; Hennonite-Russian relations 
Plan to draft Mennonite Sanit.3'ter; their response 
Imprisoned for writing a letter of complaint to the government 
Organizing emigration: - B.B. Janz 

- emigration lists 
Organizing the United Mennonite Church 

End of Side B 

Tape 1177, side B 

00-10 Leamington ministry begun: - ordination of the first ministers 
- difficulties in serving a diverse 

congregation 
10-28 The Selbstschutz: - delegation to Ha1bstadt to obtain arms 

- organization of the Selbstschutz 
- opposition to the Selbstschutz 
- story of bandits in their home 
- return of arms to Halbstadt 

End of Part I 



... page 2 

Interview 1159, Part II: Tape 1189, sides A and B(60 minutes) 

Tape 1190, sides A and B (52 minutes) 

In tervie,vee: J.I\...1\fZEN, J ac. D., born in 1895 

Date: June 21, 1978 

Language: German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape 1189, side A 

Introduction 00-01 
01-16 Preserving the German language in Canada: German schools 

- feelings of church members 
on preserving German 

16-30 Pro-German sympathy during vJ. TtJ. 112: - German agents and propaganda 
- secret police search his house 
- anti-Mennonite feelings 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-12 

12-28 
28-30 

\\f.H. 112 continued: - Mennonites burning "Mein Kampf" 
- first al1-Mennonite peace conference 
- police activity against the church 
- suicides related to pro-Hitler sentiments 

The future of the Mennonite church; story of his daughter!s inter-marriage 
Setting emigration in motion 

End of Side B 

Tape 1190, side A 

00-01 Blank 
01-15 Preparation for Emigration: - conditions imposed by Russian government 

- arrangements by B.B. Janz 

15-20 
20-28 

Emigration 

- initial meeting in Rickenau 
- favouritism connected with emigration lists 

circumstances of his family prior to 
emigration 

Arrival and early experiences in Manitoba: - unscrupulous land agents 
- move to Ontario 

28-30 On Canadian Mennonites 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-01 
01-06 
06-16 

Blank 
On Canadian Mennonites; move to Leamington 
Working in tobacco in Leamington 



16-21 Further biographical information 
21-22 Intervie'lver I s comments 

End of the Interview 

For further information see also interview #52. 

· .. page 3 



RUSSIA.1\[-NENNONITE IMM:IGRANTS 

of the 1920 l s (Ontario) 

Interview 1160: Tape ifo79, sides A and 

Tape !f80, sides A and 

In terviewe e: DRIEDGER, J.P. , born in 

Intervie\ver: Stan Dueck 

Date: June 6, 1978 

Place: R.R. #5, Leamington, Ont. 

Language: German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #79, side A 

00-01 
01-05 
05-12 
12-18 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
Life on the estate in Russia 
W.W. #1: - mobilization 

B (60 minutes) 

B (60 minutes)· 

1901 

- aid for soldiers T families 

18-23 
23-27 

27-29 
29-30 

- anti-German sentiment 
Attitude towards the czarist government 
Post-czarist government: - Kerensky 

- Bolshevik Putsch 
- land liquidation 

The German occupation of the ill<raine 
Bandits and civil war 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-14 Experiences at the hands of bandits: - uncle murdered 
- Toews estate burned (see 

IntervieVl #47 with Gerhard Toews) 
- Balzer family murdered (see also 

IntervieVl 1155 with John Mathies) 
- flight to Orloff 

14-25 In the Red Army: - landowners' sons were not given weapons 
- breeding horses in the army 

25-30 Preparations for emigration 

End of Side B 

Tape #80, side A 

00-05 
05-21 
21-30 

Conditions in Russia at the time of emigration 
Account of emigration 
First year in Waterloo 

End of side A 



Side B 

00-05 

05-12 
12-16 
16-20 
20-23 
23-29 
29-30 

... page 2 

Pelee Island: - share-cropping tobacco 
- Reiseschu1d paid in two years 

Account of activities through the depression; after the depression 
The church on Pelee Island; in Leamington 
On politics in Canada 
Feelings tmvards Russia 
Or1off described 
Intervie\ver f s comments 

End of the Interview 



Side B 

00-05 

05-12 
12--16 
16-20 
20-23 
23-29 
29-30 

••• page 2 

Pe1ee Island: - share-cropping tobacco 
- Reiseschuld paid in two years 

Accoun~ of activities through the depression; after the depression 
The church on Pelee Island; in Leamington 
On politics in Canada 
Feelings tow'ards Russia 
Or1off described 
Interviewer's comments 

End of the Interview 



RDSSIAN-HEl\rrWNITE IJv111IGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #61: Tape #81, sides A and B (90 minutes) 

Interviewee: THIESSEN, Gerhard, born in 1894 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: June 7, 1978 

Place: 74 Danforth Ave., Leamington, Onto 

Language: German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape # 81, side A 

00-01 
01-03 
03-06 
06-09 
09-25 

25-29 
29-36 
36-41 
41-45 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
As SanitHr 
Completing his education 
The SanitHtsdienst: - on trains bringing wounded to Moscow 

- story of a cholera case 
Flight from Nakhno 
Return to their estate; the German occupation 
In Schonau as refugee; Hungersnot 
The Selbstschutz 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-07 The Selbstschutz con·tinued 
07-11 Preparing to leave Russia: - N.E.P. 

- confiscation of property 
11-20 Emigration: - to Riga 

- medical inspection 
arrival in Quebec 

20-26 Pelee Island: - share-cropping 

26-30 
30-32 
32-35 
35-41 
41-43 
43-44 

- the church 
Reasons for leaving the island for Leamington 
Difficulties 'Ivith the English language 
Farming in Leamington 
As minister on Pe1ee Island 
Feelings about Russia 
Interviewer's comments 

End of the Interview 



RUSSIAN-ME~rnONITE II1MIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #61: Tape #81, sides A and B (90 minutes) 

Interviewee: THIESSEN, Gerhard, born in 1894 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: June 7, 1978 

Place: 74 Danforth Ave., Leamington, Onto 

Language: German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape # 81, side A 

00-01 Introduction 
01-03 Biographical information 
03-06 As SanitHr 
06-09 Completing his education 
09-25 The SanitHtsdienst: - on trains bringing wounded to Mosco'tv 

- story of a cholera case 
25-29 
29-36 
36-41 
41-45 

Flight from Nakhno 
Return to their estate; the German occupation 
In Schl:lnau as refugee; Hungersnot 
The Selbstschutz 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-07 The Selbstschutz continued 
07-11 Preparing to leave Russia: - N.E.P. 

- confiscation of property 
11-20 Emigration: - to Riga 

- medical inspection 
- arrival in Quebec 

20-26 Pelae Island: - share-cropping 
- the church 

26-30 
30-32 
32-35 
35-41 
41-43 
43-t44 

Reasons for leaving the island for Leamington 
Difficulties with the English language 
Farming in Leamington 
As minister on Pelee Island 
Feelirgs about Russia 
Intervie'tver I s comments 

End of the Interview 



RUSSlfu~-MENNONITE IMMIGRfu~TS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #62, Par't I: Tape 1f82, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Intervi.ewee: FAST, John, born in 1905 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: June 19, 1978 

Place: #10-129 Division St., Kingsvi11e, Onto 

Language: English 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Ta.pe #82, side A 

00-01 
01-04 
04-08 

08-12 
12-30 

Introduction 
Effect of the war on the schools 
Mennonites and War: - the Se1bstschutz 

- c.o. status 
- hypocrisy of Mennonites 

Freedoms in Russia at the time of the Revolution 
Churches in Russia: Russian-Canadian Mennonite rift 

- Baptist influence on Mennonite church 
- Greek Orthodox church 

religious restrictions in Russia 
- reaction of l"Iennonites to inter-marriage 

End of Side A 

side B 

00-05 
05-07 
07-15 
15-20 
20-30 

Intellectual atmosphere of Mennonite schools in Russia 
nn Russian-Mennonite interaction 
Emigration and the post-re'Jolutionary climate 
Attitude of Mennonite emigree s tm.,ards Russia 
~.J. W. I I: - in the canadian army 

- German sympathizers in Canada 

End of Part I 

part II of Interview #62: Tape #95, Sides A and B (60 m~_nutes) 

Tape #95, side A 

00-01 
01-04 
04-30 

Introduction 
Keeping food cool 
Russian-Mennonites at the time of the Revolution: 

- Neuhalbstadt; Tiege-Orlof 
- progress, freedom and wealth 
- comparison of Hennonite youth to the hippie movement 
- anti- semitism 

End of Side A 



Tape #95, side B 

00-07 
07-12 
12-20 
20-29 
29-30 

Amenities in Russia 
Jews in the C~~unist hierarchy 
Music in RLssia 
Post W.W. 11 Russian theatre 
Interviewer's comments 

End of the Interview 

••• page 2 



RDSSIAN-MENNONITE INMIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview :ff63: Tape #69, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Tape #63, side B (20 minutes) 

~ Interviewee: ~,Abram, born in 1895 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: June 20, 1978 

place: 1 Margaret St., Leamington, Onto 

Language: German 

~BJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #69, side A 

00-01 Introduction 
01-08 Biographical information 
08-10 The Balzer family murder(see also Mathies, Intervie~'7 #55); Thiessen family 

murder 
10-30 Civil War: - flight to Molotschna 

- selbstschutz 
- avoiding service in the Selbstschutz 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-05 
05-09 
09-25 
25-30 

The Mennonite leaders 
On the Reiseschllld problem 
Emigration and the early years in canada 
Old Order Mennonites 

End of Side B 

Tape #63, Side B 

00-04 
04-19 

19-20 

Adjusting to life in Canada 
W. W. 11: -on W. W. 11 

-Trlldeall and the welfare state 
-Jewish plot to control the ;'70rld 
-which side was right? 

Interviewer's comments 

End of the Intervi~w 

(See also Barg, Abram "Ny Life My story" in the cor.rad Grebel archi'.Jes) 



RUSSIAN-NENNONITE IMHIGRAl"JTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #64: Tape #84, sides A and B (60 minu.tes) 

Tape #85, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Interviewee: FISCHER, Alex, born in 1894 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: June 20, 1978 

Place: 166 Talbot St. E., Leamington, Ont, 

Language: English 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #84, side A 

00-01 
01-15 
15-19 
19-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
service in W.W. I 
The Revolution: breakdown in military discipline 

- death of Rasputin 
- dissolution of the cavalry 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-30 The Civil War: - expropriation of property 
- fighting the Bolsheviks 
- hiding from the Red Army 
- in the White Army 
- disarma.'1lent 

End of Side B 

Tape #85, side A 

00-04 
04-18 
18-25 
25-30 

Dispersal of the White Army; wrangel in Crimea 
The German Batallion; the selbstschutz 
Emigration; baptism into the Nennonite faith 
Additional biographical information 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-05 
05-08 

Biographical information 
Comparison of Hennonite and Roman Catholic lifestyles in Russian 
villages 



08-22 Emigration: - as a train leader 
- dinner in poland 

arrival and reception in Waterloo 
22-30 Horking in canada 

End of the Interview 

••• page 2 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #65: Tape #86, sides A and B (46 minutes) 

Interviewees: PAULS, Henry, born in 1901~ 

Mrs. Henry, born in 1908 

Interviewer: stan Dueck 

Date: June 20, 1978 

Place: B1ytheffivood, Ontario 

Language: English 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #86, side A 

00-01 Introduction 
01-09 Biographical information 
09-14 Relations with Russians dGring W.W. I 
14-17 The Civil I'Tar 
17-20 Emigration 
20-24 First years in Canada 
24-27 Reflections on hardships suffered in Russia 
27-30 More on emigration 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-05 Life in saskatchewan during the Depression 
05-09 The children of Hr. and Hrs. Pauls 
09-10 The move to Ontario 
10-13 Sunningdale Sask., during the Depression 
13-15 On ~lr. pau1s' paintings 
15-16 Interviewer's comments 

End of the InterviE.w 



RUSSIAN-~lliNNONITE IMMIGRh~TS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #66: Tape #87, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Tape 1/:88, sides A and B (46 minutes) 

Interviewee: D~IEDGER, N.N., born in 1893 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: June 21, 1978 

Place: R. R. :/,1:4, Leamington, Onto 

Language: German, some English 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #87, side A 

00-01 
01-10 
10-24 

24-28 
28-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
Alternative service in W.W. I: - about the Sanit~tsdienst 

- work as orderly on trains 
- as secretary in Moscow 

Learning English at a university in Moscow 
Abdication of the Tzar 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-04 
04-08 
08-12 
12-19 
19-30 

Lenin's return to Russia; choosing a system of government 
The Revolution 
The German occupation of the Ukraine 
Post-occupation reaction of Russian peasants against Mennonites 
The terror of Hakhno; the Selbstschutz; the Civil War 

End of Side B 

Tape #88 

Side A 

00-05 
05-10 
10-18 

The hungry years; help from America 
Emigration 
Early years in Canada: - move from Manitoba to Cmtario 

- on learning English 
- ordination as minister 

18-28 IV.W. 11: - regi.stration ef Germans 
- Germar.. sy"'mpathizer s among the Hennonites 
- non-resistance organizations 

End of Side A 



••• page 2 

Side B 

00-15 The future of the Mennonite church: - language 
- intermarriage 
- the office of Elder 

15-16 Interviewer's comments 

End of the Interview 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGR&~TS 

of the 1920' s (Ontario) . 

Interview #67: Tape #91, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Tape #92, sides A and B (51 minutes) 

Interviewee: EPP, Jacob, born in 1888 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: June 28, 1978 

Place: #102-28 Garrison St., Leamington, Onto 

Language: German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #91, side A 

00-01 
01-15 

Introduction 
The Russian-Mennonite village: - division of villages 

- non-Mennonites in villages 
- Anwohner 
- inheritance laws 
- spread of colonies 

15-29 In school; the Japanese-Russian War; students' strike in the school 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-04 
04-08 
08-15 
15-22 
22-29 

Tiegenhagen and Sch~nau; his marriage 
Forestry service during W.W. I 
The change in government; the curse of property 
His parents' flight to Moscow; family members who stayed in Russia 
Hungersnot; Makhno 

End of Side B 

Tape #92, Side A 

00-03 
03-12 
12-17 
17-25 
25-28 
28-30 

The Civil War 
The Selbstschutz; the German occupation 
The New Economic Policy 
Mrs. Epp's ·.listory in brief 
Story of the murder of Mrs. Epp's father 
Relations between Russians and ]:vIennonites 

End of Side A 



Side B 

00-03 
03-06 
06-12 
12-15 
15-17 
17-20 
20-21 

Relations with Russians 
Emigration 
Getting established in canada 
Pro-German sympathy among ~fennonites during W. W. 11 
On the family; on old age 
The Depression 
Interviewer's Comments 

End of the Interview 

••• page 2 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview 1168: Tape 4193, sides A and E (60 minutes) 

Tape 4194, side A (25 minutes) 

Interviewee: El\TNS, John, born in 1901 

Interv iewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: June 28, 1978 

Place: #101-28 Garrison St., Leamington, Onto 

Language: Low German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape 4193, side A 

00-01 
01-09 
09-11 
11-17 
17-22 
22-28 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
W.W. I 
The Revolution; Russians and Hennonites 
The German occupation of the Ukraine 
The Civil War: - roving bands 

- the Selbstschutz 
- travelling home during the Civil War 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-13 

13-22 
22-26 
26-30 

Emigration: - retreat to Crimea with the White Army 
- escape through Turkey 
- as refugees with the M.C.C. 

Working in saskatchewan and in Hanitoba 
Move to On.tario 
The illness of his first wife 

End of Side B 

Tape 4194, side A 

00-10 
10-12 
12-16 
16-20 
20-21 
21-24 
24-25 

The nature of Russians; their attitude t~lards Mennonites 
Discipline ;~nd military exercises in schv.>l 
On Canadian Hennonites 
Learning English 
Reiseschuld 
Sympathies during W.~T. I1 
Contact with relatives in Russia 

End of the Interview 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IM,HIGRANTS 

of the 1920' s (Ontario) 

Interview #69: Tape #96, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Tape #97, sides A and B (50 minutes) 

Interviewees: },HIESSEN, Johanna, born in 1898 

TIESSEN, Justine, born in 1891 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: June 29) 1978 

Place: #304-6 Garrison St., Leamington, Onto 

Language: Low German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

00-01 
01-10 
10-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
Life as a refugee: -flight in 1918 

-flight to Marienpol in 1920 
-losing land, money to insurrecti.onists 
-working on emigration papers 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-02 
02-06 
06-14 
14-19 
19-21 
21-26 
26-30 

Further biographical information 
Murder of Justine's parents 
Flight from bandits 
The civil war 
Feelings on the death of the czar 
Adoption of seven orphans; the American relief work 
Emigration 

End of Side B 

Tape #97, side A 

00-05 
05-15 
15-17 
17-26 
26-28 
28-30 

About relativ~s in Russia under stalin's rule 
settling in Canada 
Reise schuld 
On the hard times in Russia and in Canada 
Life on a Gut in Russia 
crossing the Russian-Polish border during W. W. I 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-03 
03-06 
06-09 
09-12 
12-19 
19-20 

conclusion of the border crossing stor:y 
The start of the Revolution 
Relatives who stayed in Russia 
No German sympathy during W. W. II 
On learning English; on maintaining the German language 
Intervie,ver's comments 

End of the interview 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) . 

Interview #70: Tape #98, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Interviewee: FOTh~K, Helen 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: June 29, 1978 

Place: R. R. 3, Leamington, Onto 

Language: Low German 

This interview has been deleted at Mrs. Founk's request. 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMHIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Onta~io) 

Interview #71: Ta~e #99, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Tape #100, side A (17 minutes) 

Interviewee: SAHATZKI, Peter J., born in 1894 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: June 29, 1978 

Place: 1 Countess St., Leamington, Onto 

Language: Low German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #99, 'side A 

Introduction 
Biographical information 

cOlmnunity 

00-01 
01-05 
05-06 
06-16 

The teacher's position in the 
In the Vorstei during W.W. I: - method of drafting soldiers 

- working in the forestry service 
- leaving the service after the revolution 

16-20 
20-24 

The proportion of Russian to German taught in Mennonite schools 
Differences in wealth and status between Germans and Russians under the 
czar 

24-30 After the Revolution: - no religion taught in the schools 
- the Civil War 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-06 After the Civil War: - famine 
- payment to teachers 

Emigration 06-10 
10-17 
17-25 

Early years in Manitoba 
Differences between Kanadier and RUss1tlnder: 

25-30 The move to Leamington 

End of side B 

Tape #100, side A 

About keeping bees 
Farming in Leamington 

differences in education 
differences in practising 
religion 

00-07 
07-13 
13-16 
16-17 

Mrs. Sawatzki is permanently injured in a car accident 
Intervie\"er IS conunents 

End of the Interview 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGR~~TS 

of the 1920's (Ontario) 

Interview #72: Ta?e #103, sides A and B (60 minJtes) 

Interviewees: BAERG, Aron, born in 1904 

Gertrude, born in 1905 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: May 31, 1978 

Place: 28 Old oxford Rd., St. Catharines, Onto 

Language: English 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape 11=103,- side A 

00-01 
01-08 
08-14 

14-24 
24-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
W.W. I: - horses requisitioned 

- quarantined because of smallpox 
- Austrian prisoner of war on their farm 

Experiences at the hands of the bandits 
The hungry years 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-05 
05-09 
09-15 
15-1.9 
19-20 
20-23 
23-30 

Emigration and re-settlement 
The trip from Russia 
Early years in canada 
Learning English 
political affiliation in Canada 
In Coa1dale after W.W. 11 
Story of escape from Makhno 

End of the Interview 



RUSSIA..1I:l'-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Hanitoba) 

Interview #73: Ta~)e if:l04, sides A and B (55 minntes) 

Interviewee: REGEHR, Henry, born in 1903 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: July 11, 1978 

Place: 387 Second St., Steinbach, Man. 

Language: German 

SUBJECT_INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #104, Side A 

00-01 
01-07 
07-09 
09-21 

21-25 
25-27 
27-29 
29-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
The beginning of the Revolution 
The terror of Makhno: account of the murder of 20 members of his family 
in one hour 
Horking towards emigration 
Detained in Southampton; Benjamin Unruh's role in solving difficulties 
Arrival in Steinbach; move to Saskatchewan 
The famine in Russia 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-03 
03-07 
07-10 
10-13 
13-17 
17-19 
19-24 
24-25 

Relations between Russians and Mennonites 
The Depression in saskatchewan 
The church in Foam Lake, sask.; ordained as minister 
Thoughts on W.W. 11 
About C.C. Peters; on education 
Difficulties with the English language 
Relatives in Russia; the recent emigration to l-lest Germany 
Interviewer's comments 

End of the In terv iC't'l 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS 

of the 1920' s CHanitoba) 

Interview 41=74: Tape #105, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Interviewee: WIEBE, W.J., born in 1902 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: July 11, 1978 

Place: 110 Barkman Ave., Steinbach, Man. 

Language: Lm'7 German 

SUBJECT IN~EX (in minutes) 

Tape #105, side A 

00~01 

01-04 
04-12 
12-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
About W. W. I 
Experiences in the post-revolutionary period 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-02 
02-05 
05-13 
13-20 
20-29 
29-30 

selbstschutz partly responsible for Mennonite hardships 
Avoiding the draft into the Red Army 
Incidents during the famine 
Emigration 
Early years in Canada 
Interviewer's comments 

IDld of the Interview 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Manitoba) 

Interview #75: Tape #107, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Interviewee: ~,H.H., born in 1901 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: July 12, 1978 

Place: 345 Hanover St., Steinbach, Man. 

Language: Low German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #107; side A 

00-01 
01-05 
05-15 

15-18 
18-28 
28-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
War and revolution: - possessions taken 

- forced to flee several times 
The famine 
Service in the Red Army 
Emigration 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-07 
07-10 
10-14 
14-17 
17-20 
20-29 
29-30 

Emigration and early years in Canada 
On Steinbach 
About Canadian Mennonites 
Reiseschuld; about his wife 
Sympathies during H.IVe II 
Philosophy on various subjects 
Interviewer1s co~nents 

End of the Interview 



RUSSI&~-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Manitoba) 

Interview #76, Part I: Tape #106, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Tape #108, side A (30 minutes) 

Interviewee: VOGT, Peter A., born in 1900 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: July 13, 1978 

Place: 383 Main St., steinbach, Manitoba 

Language: German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #106, side A 

Introduction 00-01 
01-16 Mennonites in Russia: - industry in Schtlnwiese 

- Flemish-Friesian origins 
- intermarriage 
- relations betvleen Mennonites and Russians 

On father's farm and business 16-20 
20-30 About the Mennonite schools; l-J. ~-J. I and anti-Germanism 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-05 
05-23 

On schools; start of the Revolution 
Emigration: - B. B. Janz 

- emigration lists 
- bribery connected with emigration 
- arrival in Clear spring 

23-30 Early years in Canada 

End of Side B 

Tape #108, Side A 

The Revolution 00-04 
04-18 The selbstschutz: - influence of the German occupation 

18-24 

24-29 

- bandits were considered to be animals 
After the Revolution: - repatriation of land 

- in the civil service 
The Studiencommission; those vlho did not emigrate 

End of part I 

••• more 



Part 11 of Interview 176: Tape #108, side B (30 minutes) 

Tape 1109, side A (9 minutes) 

Date: July 22, 1978 

SUBJECT INDEX (in ~inutes) 

Tape 1108, side B 

00-01 Introduction 
01-14 Relations between Russian and Canadian Mennonites: - Friesen-Braun suit 

14-26 
26-29 

More on Russian-Mennonite schools 
Mennonite pro-German sympathy during W. W. 11 

End of Side B 

Tape 1109, side A 

00-08 
08-09 

Hitler; German occupation; Bernhard Bott 
Interviewer's comments 

End of the Interview 

- influence on education 



RUSSIAN-HENNONITE IMMIGRAl.'1'TS 

of the 1920' s (Hanitoba) 

Interview #77: Tape #110, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Tape #111, side A (30 minutes) 

Interviewees: PENNER. Jacob, born in 1897 

Aganetha, born in 1897 

Interviewer: stan Dueck 

Date: July 14, 1978 

Place: Main St., Gruntha1, Man. 

Language: German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #110, side A 

00-01 
01-05 
05-18 

18-23 
23-25 
25-29 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
Revolutionary experiences: - devaluation of money 

- life threatened by bandits 
More biographical information 
The sanit~tsdienst 
Anti-German sentiments 

End of Side A 

Side B 

01-09 
09-25 

25-30 

Persecution because of wealth 
After the Revolution: - American help during the famine 

- typhus epidemics 
- robbed by bandit s 

Elnigration 

End of side B 

Tape #111, side A 

00-08 
08-13 
13-22 
22-23 
23-26 
26-29 

Early years in Canada 
Learning tht~ English language; loss of the German language 
Hore biographical information 
On the Reiseschuld 
Becoming a canadian citizen 
Feeling s on can~tda; on Russia 

End of the Interview 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Manitoba) 

Interview # 78: Tape #112, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Interviewee: GIJENTHER, Franz, born in 1891 

Intervie>;'7er: Stan Dueck 

Date: July 14, 1978 

Place: #3, Senior Citizen's Apartments, Main St., Gruntha1, Man. 

Language: German 

SUBJECT IN~EX (in minutes) 

Tape #112, side A 

00-01 Introduction 
01-06 Biographical information 
06-15 Discussion of Russian-Mennonite contemporaries 
15-18 The Japanese'- Russian War 
18-20 Mennonite schools in Russia 
20-24 Civil prisoners during ~".W. I 
24-30 w.w. I 

End of side A 

Side B 

00-06 Emigration 
06-12 Life under the Bolshevik government 
12-21 Early years in Canada 
21-28 As merchant in Grunthal 
28-29 On W.W. 11 
29-30 Interviewer's comments 

End of the Interview 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE H:IT-fIGRANTS 

of the 1920' s (Manitob",,,) 

Interview #79: Tape #113, sides A and B (60 minutes 

Tape #114, side B (28 minutes) 

Interviewee: BE STVATER , Abraru, born in 1899 

Intervie~.;rer: Stan Dueck 

Date: July 14, 1978 

Place: Gruntha1, Man. 

Language: Low German 

~BJ~CT IND~ (in minutes) 

Tape #113, side A 

00-01 
01-11 
11-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
W. W. I: -German citizenship 

-internment as an undesireab1e alien 
-return home; famine 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-03 
03-06 
06-12 
12-30 

Biographical information on Mrs. Bestvater 
The Selbstschutz 
The post-revolutionary years 
Emigration: -difficulty with passes 

-in Germany 
End of Side B 

Tape #114, Side A 

00-05 
05-16 
16-19 
19-22 
22-27 
27-28 

As refugees in Germany 
Early years in Canada 
Differences between Chortitzer and Molotschna 
Learning English from grandchildren 
On their church in Canada 
Interviewer's comments 

End of the interview 



RUSSIAN-MENNONlTE IHl>fIGRANTS 

of the 1920' s (Hanitoba) 

Interview #80: Tape #115, sides A and B (60 minut~s 

Tape #114, side B (16 minutes) 

Interviewee: DtffiCK, Gerhard G., born in 1891 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: July 18, 1978 

place: Springstein, Man. 

Language: Low German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #115, side A 

00-01 
01-04 
04-13 
13-20 

20-25 
25-28 
28-30 

Introduction 
Biographical information 
Service in the Vorestei 
The Revolution: -parents' flight to }-folotschna 

"farming after the Revolution 
The German occupation 
Death of the czar; Kerensky 
The selbstschutz 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-05 
05-10 
10-13 
13-15 
15-21 
21-24 
2lJ·- 30 

More on the Selbstschutz 
Preparing for emigration 
Relatives in Russia today 
Emigration 
First home in canada: corrununal farm in Manitoba 
Reiseschuld 
The Depression: -worthlessness of farm produce 

-developement of the local church 
-learning English 

End of Side B 

Tape #114, Side B 

00-05 
05~lO 

10··15 
lS-16 

The school in Sprine;stei.n; lawsuit to enlarge school district 
Pro-German sympathies during iv. \.,1. 11 
Thoughts on the current Canadian cocdition 
Interviewer's comme!J.ts 

End of the Interview 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Manitopa) 

Interview 4/:81: Tape #116, sides A and B (60 minutes) 

Interviewee: FROESE, Franz Peter, born in 1883 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: July 20, 1978 

Place: 4/:201-171 Donwood Manor, Winnipeg, Man. 

Language: Low German 

SUBJECT INDEX (in minutes) 

Tape #116, side A 
-

00-01 Introduction 
01-06 Biographical information 
06-09 Service in the Vorstei; loss of patricti~n 
09-11 Appropriation of property; the Vorstei 
11-14 M.B. 's in Siberia 
14-16 N.E.P.; emigration 
16-22 Early years in saskatchewan 
22-29 Working in Ontario, Manitoba and British columbia 

End of Side A 

Side B 

00-05 
05-10 
10-14 
14-16 
16-18 
18-28 
28-29 

After his retirement 
On Russians and Mennonites 
On Jews 
Loss of rights during the Revolution 
Pro-Hitler sympathies 
On Canadian Mennonites 
Interviewer's comments 

End of the Interview 



RUSSIAN-MENNONITE IMMIGRANTS 

of the 1920's (Manitoba) 

Interview #82: Tape #117, sides A and B (44 minutes) 

Intervie,vee: REMPE.b Anna, born in 1893 

Interviewer: Stan Dueck 

Date: July 20, 1978 

Place: #303-165 Donwood Manor, Winnipeg, Man. 

Language: Low German 

SUBJECT INDEX (In rninu te s) 

Tape #117; side A 

00-01 Introduction 
01-11 Flight and famine after the Revolution 
11-15 Lifestyle before the Revolution 
15-21 Uncles killed by Makhno 
21-26 Getting emigration papers 

End of side A 

Side B 

01-04 Early years in canada 
04-08 As a city missionary in Saskatchewan 
08-14 Move to Domvood Manor; feelings on Russia 

End of the Interview 


