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Pre-War 
- both lived on farms and both lost their fathers when they were 14 years old, during 

the peak of the Depression because they were the oldest they learned early the 
meaning of work a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

- had solid family  l ives  cen t r ed  a round church and the strong spiritual 
guidance of their parents; nor-resistance was emphasized in the church and the home 
- no mention of anti-CO feelings 
 
War 
- felt that they wore placed in camps to get them out of the public eye; the work they 

were doing was not at al l  that  important but they were satisfied to do what the 
government expected of them 

- coming f rom i so l a t ed  ru ra l  s e t t i ngs the experience was a broadening one in 
that they encountered many new people and ideas; at times there were tensions when 
some would not do their  jobs the way they were supposed to, but in general, 
friends were made easily 
- the importance of communication with home was mentioned  
- since there was much free time the boys would often just sit and read (the major 
reading material was the Bible) or else dia logue 
- had very good relationships with the foremen and other public officials 
- there was no minister in residence when M.B. was in Montreal R i ve r ;  d i f f e r e n t  
mi n i s t e r s  wou l d  visit a day or for a few days during the week 
 


