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Dear Sir,-

In reply to your request that I send you a
iist of special reasons why Armenia needs the
friendship, prayers and material help of your
people, I submit the fellowing: -

l. ZFYor five hundred years Armenia has con-
sistently sustained her Christian faith in the
midst of a fanatical lloslem people. Periodical
outbreaks of massacre have occurred throughout
that time with the ever respeated demand that
Armenia renounce Christianity as the price of her
frecdom, I went through the massacres of 1915, my-
self, and saw how thousands of people remrincd
"faithful unto death".

2. In my own community I heard our Protestant
pastor demand of his reople to lay down any arms
that they possessed and to trust to God for their
help. lany did it - seme did not. The number of
cases is surprisingly large when God did take care
ef individual families and saved them.

3¢ When I was leaving Armenia at a farewell
meeting (held in secret) the leader said "Go h-me
and tell your meovle that Armenia has but two

friends - God in heaven and the Christian Missionay
on earth, ;
4. The despair of Armenia is peculiar at the

present moment. She has no Government. The slow
working out of international politics has left her
now, after nearly a whole year, without political
protection. The remmant of the people live in
daily fear and cannot possibly settle down to the
peaceful pursuits of life that alone can lead to
self support. The situation of poverty in Armenia
has never bcen 2s bad cince the emd of the War,

5. Iiinety percent »f the bread winnerg have

been massacred i 2 rol
e y leaving <50,000 Orphans upon our
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hands for support and thousands of widows.

6. Nothing short of the combined efforts of the united
Christian pe®ples of the earth can alleviate this situation
luring the next few years and especially now.

7. The actual work of our Relief in Armenia is organ-
ized largely by the help of Christian missionaries of zll de=-
nominations, who are administering food and clothes, wisely,
srmpath&tlcally and with the end of that relief servinr the
Cause of Our llaster,

8. Our Commit*ec-work in Canada is supported by the gen-
erous gift of one man and with his desire that it should be
uséd. the way we are using it. Everything in our office is the
free loan of Toronto friends. :

I wigh on behalf of our Commlttee to thank you most

of
heartily for your contrlbutlon last Sprlng.

Very sincerely yours,

Ve

IWP/C.
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The Destitute Children of Martyred Serbia

THE CHRISTIAN MEN’S BROTHERHOOD FEDERATION OF CANADA, co-operating with the
NATIONAL BROTHERHOOD COUNCIL OF GREAT BRITAIN, have undertaken the responsibility
of Relief Work in connection with the Destitute Orphan Children of Serbia. At the re-
quest of the Serbian Government, William Ward and William Heal have visited Serbia
with the object of seeing for themselves the condition of things in that devastated country
and ascertaining how the funds contributed could be most judiciously applied. They have
returned from Serbia with a story that reveals the most heart-rending conditions with re-
gard to the population generally and the children in particular. .The following facts
furnished by the Serbian Minister of War speak for themselves:—

707,343 men placed in the field of battle.

500,000 effectives were maintained in the field during the above period.
45,061 men were killed in two great Austrian offensives in 1914.
69,022 men died from wounds and sickness.

56,842 men died from sickness in 1915.
139,300 were left wounded on the battlefields and taken prisoners.
150,000 men perished during the Albanian retreat.

100,000 men (mostly old men) from the third call-up remained in Serbia and were
taken prisoners.

150,000 was the remnant of the Serbian armies which reached Corfu, Bizerta,
and France.

320,000 men, one-half of Serbia’s male population (from eighteen to sixty years of
age) perished outright.

300,000 of the civil population died from typhus.
50,000 of the civil population died in enemy camps.

200,000 children and young people died during the two Serbian and Albanian
retreats.

250,000 of the civil population died during the enemy occupation of Serbia owing
to lack of proper food and medical attention.

1,000,000 or over one-third of the population of the Serbian territories perished.

The condition of the children in Greater Serbia is simply appalling as shown by the follow-
ing census of those left destitute, who are in most cases homeless and have lost one or both
parents. These facts were supplied to the delegates by the Serbian Minister of Education:

WAR ORPHANS IN GREATER SERBIA

Serbia and NIacedonia . oc oo v vnivasinais T e 200,000
Bosnia-Hercegovina ............ SRR L e e 100,000
e e e e (S e e T e e S 20,000
Croatia, Slavonia, Dalmatia and the Banat............... 180,000
= tal for Greater perbia ......... 500,000 .
: e 4 /40 .03
. eadquarters, to which Contributions may ve sent :
3 CANADA:

Chrlsflan Men’s Brotherhood Federation, Kent Building, Toronto, Ont.

THOMAS HOWELL, General Secretary
s U.S.A.:
- American Baptist Brotherhood, Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.

SAMUEL ZANE BATTEN, D.D., General Secretary
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Dear DBrother.
You are hereby notified that the Annual Meeting of

the Non-resistant Relief Organization of pnt. Will be hald in the

(@)

Wideman Church on the th, jine Markhal on Tuesday the 8 th, day

of April next. at 9.30 A. L.
One of the main issues comming before

the members of the organization at this meeting ,will be the ques-
tion as to the continuance, or noncontinuance of the organization
and its work, for any definit, or indefinite time. If the former
shguld be decided upon. Than in that event the election of members
and officers would ensue for its continuance. Alsc the receiving of
the mreasurers peport, and any other business that may be properly
brought before the meeting. It is very desireable that a full atte-
ndance of the members of the organization should be prexent at this
meeting. Yours In The Faith.

B. W. Heise.
aecy.
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THE CROSSES ON THE HOUSETOP
By John J. Callan

N A LITTLE VILLAGE in far-away Serbia stands a
curiously-shaped house; part of it is of stone and brick,
like the houses one usually finds in that part of the
world; but part is built of mud and dirty straw, with

strips of bark and twigs of trees to keep the frail walls
from crumbling. Clearly the mud piastering is the work of
a hand unusued to such labour; for it is crudely applied,
and out of line and plumb. The roof has been made of
pieces of broken boxes nailed side by side, and, at irregular
intervals, a scarlet Cross stares up at Heaven. Over each
of the Crosses is the word “CANADIAN.”

WHAT DO THE CROSSES MEAN?

Some, months ago the news trickled into the mountains
of Albania that at last the power of the Beast was broken,
and the hunted Serbians free. A woman with two children
stole- out of the place where she was hiding, and set out
on the long and weary trail which led to “home.” The
rough rocks cut her feet, for boots she had none, but
keener than any physical pain was the anguish at her heart
as her children moaned from the pangs of never-satisfied
hunger, and the misery of disease which comes of exposure
and insufficient food. ;

She thought of the child she had carried in her arms
when the cruel enemy first drove them before him like
defenceless sheep. It was dead. The puny frame had been
unable to endure the hardships of the flight, and, when it
died, she laid the small body in a cleft in the rocks, to be
another tiny skeleton upon the mountains which hold the

bones of thousands of innocent children. No tears came
to the mother’s eyes, for years of awful suffering and
never-ending terror had dried the tears which might have
brought relief; but she sobbed in a hard, dry fashion and
clasped more tightly the hand of the boy who trudged at
her side.

Other people joined her—going “home.” On every side
the word was freely spoken that at last the Beast had been
trapped and his power broken; and men and women walked
erect, with heads held high as those who have emerged
from the shadow of a deadly fear. As they stumbled over
the rocky road, the village in the valley came into view,
and none among them spoke as they stood and gazed. The
sharp spire of the church had gone, shot away by some
vandal shell, but on its ruins fluttered a flag, “For Cross
and Freedom.” Quickly they hastened on; feet that were
weary were spurred to hurry; hearts that were anxious
forcing them ahead; tears blinded many an eye and caused
them to stumble, as with heaving breasts they hastened to
the village that once was their home. How altered were
the once familiar streets! Huge gaps had been made in the
walls, and houses lay level with the dust. The cruel hand
of war had left the village desolate.

The woman trudged on. Around the corner was her
home, and a queer, choking feeling came over her as she
drew nearer the place. Her boy shambled forward, and
stopped. In another moment she stood beside him at
the corner—and she stopped, too. The house lay, a heap
of ruins, struck by bomb or shell; the garden in which she
had spent so many happy hours had been ploughed and
churned by shells, then trodden into desolation by many
alien feet.

She sat down on the debris, and wept.

Neighbours gathered around her. They, too, had lost
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their all; what the enemy had not destroyed, he had taken
away and left them destitute. ! 3 ;
Other women sat beside her and joined in her weeping,
whilst the hungry children, past tears, stood and moaned.
A man pushed past the woman and came up to her, shook
her with rough friendliness, and told her that two months
ago he had seen her husband in hospital, and that no doubt
he would soon be home. As though rain had fallen on her
withered heart, she rose from the rubbish heaps, and
eagerly questioned him as to when he last had seen her
man. )
He lived. The fear that she had carried in her heart
for so long vanished; she called her two children and told
them that their father was coming back. With new energy
she gathered sticks from the litter around and built a fire
in what once was her Kkitchen fireplace, then taking her
children to her breast she sat by the blaze and repeated to
them the joyful news. From the bundle she had hugged
for many a day she extracted crusts of bread, brought water
from the well in what was once her garden, and gave her
children their evening meal. Other children, homeless,
parentless, starving, gathered round and begged for‘a. piece
of the precious bread. She put a morsel to her lips, but
the ravenous eyes of the children upon her dried her throat
and made her choke as she tried to swallow the coarse,
black bread. A bony hand stretched out entreatingly and a
weak voice craved for food. Carefully she broke off a tiny
piece and placed it in the trembling palm; had it been
radium she could not have been more careful of every
crumb. Instantly there was a rush of hunger-maddened
children, who strove to get a bite to eat. But her children
needed bread, and keenly as she desired to help these little
ones her own came first. The mother instinct made her
fierce, almost cruel, in her denials of the food which was

to feed her own. The orphan children slunk away, gaunt,
bony, hollow-eyed, with looks of despair upon each face
that would have melted a devil’s heart.

Some crept away, and died.

On the next day, fired by the thought that her husband
would return, she began to clear away the rubbish from the
ruins of the house. It was hard work and slow, but she
persevered. It was necessary to keep her scanty food hid-
den in a hole, and when she left the house her boy sat over
it for fear of the crowds of starving children ‘who roamed
around the village, for their parents had perished in the
great retreat, and there was none to care for them. From

-rubbish heap to rubbish heap they slunk like wolves, look-

ing for something to eat. In that one little country of
Serbia were 200,000 parentless boys and girls, wandering
through the countryside, uncared-for and forlorn; the
mountains held more children’s bones than any man would
care to tell.

When at last the debris was removed from the woman’s
house she began to build the walls. Mud was all that she
could command, so mud was used. Straw and twigs and
bits of wire all helped to bind the brittle stuff and keep the
walls from crumbling.

And then her husband came. The boy saw him first and
knew him as his father in spite of the beard he had grown
and the limp in his walk. So they rejoiced, though they
missed the babe who had died of exposure.

Only the roof remained to be made, and their dwelling-
place would be completed, and able to shelter them against
the threatened rains. In all that desecrated village there
was not so much as might build a kennel for a dog, and so
the man trudged to Belgrade to see what he might find.

On the next day he returned. A passing wagon carried
the packing cases which a pitying stranger had given him,




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

and with which he intended to build the roof. They were
tumbled off at his door and carefully stowed inside the
house against the following day. In the morning they were
taken out and ranged in a row whilst the envious neigh-
bours stared at them. Carefully, every box was taken to
pieces, and the boards arranged to cover the roof. Suffering
had made the village one, and willing hands helped to cover
the house which had been destroyed. When it was finished
all came to admire. It was rough work and crude, but to
those who looked at it it was more splendid than the dome
of the Golden Mosque. The workmen sat down and rested
from their labours and talked of the days when such an
event would have been the occasion for dancing and wine,
and as they spoke the orphan children uttered their now-
mechanical moan for bread.

“We had plenty in those days,” said a workman, “but
now, who shall feed these little ones who cry for food?
There are many thousands such in Serbia whose Ccry goes
up to God.” g

“There are no babies now,” wailed a woman on the
outskirts of the crowd. Her voice broke, and she whis-
pered, “They are dead—mine died.”

“Our food has gone to feed Serbia’s enemies!” cried an-
other. “See what I have found!” He held out a dirty sheet
of paper and read:— /

“The Minister of National Defence orders that soldiers
coming on leave from occupied territories of Serbia will
take with them the following food supplies: Meat, 20 lbs.;
eggs, 100; grease, 20 1bs.; cheese, 2 Ibs.; greens, 50 1bs.,
and fruit, 200 1bs. Each soldier is allowed to carry home
the above amount of food supplies.”

Silence fell on all. “Eggs, 100! Meat, 20 1bs.! Fruit, 200
Ibs.!” repeated a woman. She burst into sudden weeping
and threw her hands out in a fierce gesture towards the

huddling children. “And these little ones perish of hunger!”

“What paper do you read from?” asked a man.

“The ‘Nepszava.” Its date is the eighth of April, nineteen
hundred and seventeen.”

Again the sudden silence fell.

“God will avenge! The words came from a boy of about
fourteen years of age who stood, a gaunt skeleton in rags,
leaning for support against a shell-struck tree. All turned
and stared. “Aye! God will avenge!” they echoed. “God
will avenge His little ones!”

A bent figure in tattered black walked slowly down the
street and approached the group. They rose as he came
nearer, and they recognized the village priest. To him
they repeated the order that the Austrian Minister had
decreed, and fiercely bade him think: “One hundred eggs!
Twenty pounds of meat! Is there that for all these starv-
ing children?”

The old man stood silent. A woman laughed mirthlessly.
“God will avenge!” she echoed shrilly. “What said yonder
boy that is nothing but bones?’ Her gaunt finger out-
stretched at the lad: “God will avenge!”

“Aye, my sister,” repeated the old priest, “and God will
provida!”

“Will He rain eggs from Heaven?” scornfully demanded
one of the men.

“He may rain eggs from Heaven,” said the old priest
quietly, and men and women laughed, but were silenced
by the quick rebukes of others.

“See the new roof,” said the woman whose house had
been covered. “My man brought yonder wood from
Belgrade.”

All looked at the roof. Here and there at irregular inter-
vals scarlet Crosses painted in the wood stared up at
Heaven, and over each Cross was a word that none of the
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villagers understood, for it was written in a language that
was strange.

“What means the word?” asked he who owned the house.
“In what tongue is it written?”

“It is English,” replied the priest, “and it spells ‘Cana-
dian’.”

“*Canadian’,” echoed one who wore a ragged uniform. “I
have heard the Austrian prisoners talk of them. They are
fierce men from beyond the Atlantic Sea—terrible, and
without mercy. The Austrians said that when they fought
they slew without pity, and neither German nor Austrian
could withstand them.” ‘“Yes, terrible, and without mercy
in battle,” echoed the priest, “but each one has the heart
of a child. The boxes of which the roof is made came to
Belgrade filled with linens and ointments and medicine for
our sick. Did you toil for a year you could not buy the
worth of one of the boxes, and they sent them without
stint.”

“Why did these fierce people send them to Serbia?” asked
a woman. “They knew us not. Are we to pay?”

“They came freely and without thought of payment,”
answered the priest.

Again silence fell on the group. All sat and stared at
the scarlet Crosses beneath the words in the foreign tongue.

“Why did they send?” persisted the woman who had
spoken bh=zfore.

“For the love of Christ,” quietly answered the priest.

“’Tis the Cross of Christ,” observed the woman in a
hushed voice, and one behind her echoed, “Aye—His
Cross!”

“Will they send us food?” asked the boy who leaned
against the shell-struck tree. “You told us, father, that God
would provide.” * “They may send us food,” returned the
priest, “for fierce as they be, those scarlet Crosses say that

there is love in their hearts, and if they know that Christ’s
little ones suffer hunger they will pour out their plenty for
His relief.”

The old man rose to his feet and raised his hand for
heads to bow, and so he prayed: “Our Father, who seest
us stricken sore, and so many of Thy little ones perishing
for lack of food, put it into the hearts of the people of
Canada to send us bread. Make them to understand our
need, and that unless help come quickly many will die. Add
unto them richly for the help that they sent Serbia in these
boxes of the Scarlet Cross, and make them to know that
whatsoever they do for these Thy starving little ones, they
do unto Thee. Amen.”

And every man and woman arose and went to his and
her cwn home to pray.

SIER VAIIA

HISTORY

~ Nationality and Location

The Servians form a special nationality belonging to the
great family of Slavonic nations. Ethnographically they
are first cousins to the Poles, Russians, Czechs (Bohem-
ians), Slovaks, and Bulgarians. They are of the same race
as the Croats, the only difference between them being that
the Croats belong to the Roman Catholic Church and the
Servs to the Greek Orthodox Church.

At the beginning of the seventh century they were living
on the northern slopes of the Carpathians, and then, forced
on by the invasion of the Asiatic hordes, migrated to the
north-eastern corner of the Byzantine Empire of that day.
Since then they have occupied the territories now known
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as Servia (Proper), old Servia (Kossova Vilayet), Bosnia,
Heartsegovina, Montenegro, and the north-western part of
Macedonia. In addition, they now form the majority of
the population of Dalmatia; part of the population of Croa-
tia, and the Hungarian territories of Srem, Banat, and
Bachka (South Hungary).

By the Peace of Paris, 1919, these territories are more or
less united as Jugo-Slavia.

Characteristics

The Servians are one of the most gifted and interesting
nations in South-Eastern Europe. They are of warm and
generous disposition, vivid imagination, and great bravery.
When a self-taught Servian peasant—Vook Stefanovich
Karajich—published in Vienna, in 1814, his first collection
of national ballads, which he took down as he heard them
from the peasants, a great sensation was made in European
literary circles. Goethe and others translated them into
German, and soon they appeared in almost every language
in Europe. Further heroic poems and the lyrics sung by
the women created the impression that the Servians were
one of the most poetically-gifted nations in the Old Contin-
ent. They are exceedingly musical, and they habitually set
historical and contemporary events to verse and music.
Hundreds of years of Turkish mis-rule and the treacherous
dealings of their neighbours, whilst it has affected the out-
look, has not changed the underlying character of the Servs.

Servia’s Sufferings

It is sober truth to say that no nation suffered so sadly
as Servia during the war. The complete isolation in which
both Austro-Hungarian and Bulgarian authorities kept the
Servs made it impossible for the outside world to learn
what was happening as long as hostilities lasted. What

10

news trickled through conveyed the impression that Austria
and Bulgaria deliberately set out to exterminate the Serv-
ians. To a great extent they succeeded. Some 320,000 men,
ONEHALF of Servia’s male population (from 18 to 60
vears of age) perished; 50,000 of the civil population died
during the enemy occupation of Servia owing to lack of
proper food and medical attention.

When it is considered that Servia’s population was
roughly three million, the following figures, presented by
the Servian Minister of War, are startlingly eloquent:—

707,343 men placed in the field of battle,

45,061 men killed in the two great Austrian offensives

in 1914,

69,022 men died from wounds and sickness.

56,842 men died from sickness in 1915,

139,300 men left wounded and taken prisoners.

150,000 men perished during the Albanian Retreat.

100,000 men (mostly aged) from the third call-up re-

mained in Servia and were taken prisoners.

300,000 of the civil population died from typhus.

200,000 children and young people died during the two

Servian and Albanian retreats.

In Servia Proper there are over 250,000 children left
orphaned and homeless and destitute.

In Bosnia-Hercegovina there are 100,000 in similar plight.

In Montenegro there are 20,000.

And in Croatia, Slavonia, Dalmatia, and the Banat 180,000
in like situation.

Little Servia has been nailed to a bitter cross; neutral
nations saw the sufferings of Belgium and to some extent
the neutrals prevented the full fury of the Beast from
ravaging that country; there was none to see and none to
hinder the unspeakable cruelties inflicted upon Servia.

The International Commission of Inquiry states that “the

11
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Bulgarian invasion was accompanied by the most barbarous
acts committed in this war, unsurpassed by the excesses of
any other enemy army.”

The report of the Commissioner, in cold, dispassionate
language, tells of wholesale murder of men, women, and
children; of women being tortured and violated; of men
and women being burned alive, of sick and wounded being
massacred or left to die.

The words of Premier Radoslavoff, that “the Servian
State might exist again, but the Servian nation will be
dead,” sum up the Bulgarian plan for the extermination
of the Servian race.

The Servs are people of a warm heart, vivid imagination,
incomparable bravery; they are lovers of music, poetry,
song, and wit; their sympathy and quick intelligence mark
them out as being the one nation of the Balkan races which
possesses the instinct of empire, and which could leaven
that surging mass.

Relief must go to them at once. The Austrians and
Bulgars have robbed the country of everything of which it
could be robbed; to-day, the Servs are destitute.

Lieut.-Colonel Alfred Stead, son of the famous journalist,
writing in the American “Review of Reviews” of December,
1918, telling of what he himself had seen, goes on to say:

“The duty of the Allies is plain. They must be more
quick, more ready in reconstruction than they were in aid-
ing to avert destruction. There is need of every kind in
Servia. The people are in as parlous a state of need as
ever a shipwrecked crew on a raft in mid-ocean. There
are no doctors, no medicines for the sick, there are no
clothes or food; every resource is lacking.

“Systematic assistance is needed, and then systematic
study to recreate a garden out of a desert.

“Such a people who hold so high and so unflinching

12

ideals must not be allowed to perish. It is essential that
they should grow strong and leaven the whole mass of
newly-liberated peoples, infusing them also with the true
love of liberty which is ready to undergo any and every
sacrifice rather than lose freedom.”

The Christian Men’s Brotherhood Federation of Canada,
co-operating with the National Council Brotherhood of Great
Britain, have undertaken the responsibility of Relief Work
in connection with the destitute orphan children of Servia.
At the request of the Servian Government, William Ward
and William Heal, have visited that devastated country in
order to see things for themselves and to ascertain how
funds could be most judiciously applied. The things they
saw in Servia were heart-rending. Hundreds of thousands
of orphaned children are there running wild, subsisting on
what scraps of food they can pick from the rubbish heaps.
Many are dying of starvation and lack of proper medical
attendance. They must be saved.

“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of these My little
ones ye have done it unto Me.”

Headquarters to which contributions may be sent:

Ex-Controller J. O. McCARTHY, Gen. Treas.
THE

CHRISTIAN MEN’S BROTHERHOOD FEDERATION
OF CANADA

Kent Building - Toronto, Ont.

13
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B. M. TAYLOR - - - Financial Secretary
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R. M. BELL, cCalgary - - Provincial Secretary
H. J. GARDINER, Vancouver, B.C. - Provincial Secretary
REV. B. SNELL, London - - District Representative

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

The International Committee who are co-operating with
us are as follows:—
Harry Jeffs, Chairman
G. H. Barlow
Rt. Hon. A. Henderson, M.P.
W. G. Hooper, F.R.G.S.
N. W. Hubbard, J.P.
Sir R. Winfrey, M.P.
William Heal
Basil Mathews, M.A.
Rev. J. Fort Newton, D.Litt.
Cromwell Edwards
Edward Williams
Leo. Weinthal, F.R.G.S.
R. J. Harry, Secretary
Rev. John Clifford, D.D., Pres.
W. Walker, J.P., Treasurer
Rev. Tom Sykes, General Sec.
Wm. Ward, Hon. International Sec.,
37 Norfolk St. London, England

e

CHRISTIAN MEN’S BROTHERHOOD FEDERATION
OF CANADA

(Incorporated)
Kent Building - - Toronto, Ont.
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Markkam, Ont, Sep. 27. 1919.

Mra. Arthur Pewnler,
828 Prinece Arthur Ave.,Toronto,

Madan:-Having had some corresnondence wlth vyou lust vear re.
Belglan Rellef I wrlte ufui; to ask whether your or anlzation 1is still
dceinz rellef work, ™e Nom-Resiastant Rellef Oeganization contributed

te your fund last vear and we are about to apneal to our veovle again.

able to look after thelr own needs new. Serbia and Ammerla,for instanese,

e Y 1nk arc In much sorcre need,

e

undergtand trat Secours tational ras ceased to forward rellef
for Pranceé.

Will vou kindly let ne know condltlions as you se¢ them fron your
ndint of view,

sincereldy,
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To the Excoutive Committee of the Nom-Neslatant Rellef Organization,
Dear hrethmen, 1« g :
A% & meesing of this Organization held at “arkhan
April B, 1010 the following resolution wam careled,

"Hoved by 8.F.Coffman seconded by Christian Gaseho that the Evec-
utive Commlittes take 3teng to sscertaln avenues of usefuiness for whe
marpese of wiis organization, and where the greatost needs obtain®,

Slnee our Nemorlal Pund of last yoar was placed to the seversl
objeets,Franes and Delglun have ceased L0 rewilre help F@on miblio char
1tien. The Soldler's 214 Cenmisslonhas agalin nade a bld for a gift
from our body,

Amienis,sivoe there la nmo stable govermment- and the cewelity ef
she Turk, 1ls sorely in need of the hely of christian vecnle. melosed
rou will £ind & copy of o letter foon Me,1,¥,.Plerce,the Secretary of the
Amenian Relief Punmd, ™is gentlenan stated $o me that they recclved
only one sum lasger than our o8t of $16.000.00, Mo agalin thanks cur
neople for sthia material asslstance.

The Ferchant Sallors,Serdla and perhups some other nsedy oblects
nighs be saker Into conglderation.

Fow that the ormel war has ccased and our young men are agaln
able to follew the ogaesful pursults urmolested;and that the Lord has
fiven another progpereus vear witr good pelces for fare vroducts 13 1
anly ressonable that our people should be dluvosed o agaln contribute
Lo the Fellef Funa, : :

i bolleve the Treamivrer,brother Reesore,has a8 conslderable sun
on hand, Where ofd now shall this be nlaced ? ghall we azale aspeal 30
ou® DEGplu for somey ‘at thle time ? If o , how aball the weeds be
placed before the oupehes snd how shall the money be gatbered ¢

Would 1% he pos@livle Lor us to avpesl 16 the brotherhcod through
a clroular le%ter In which the oblects 0 be supported would be named
and then leb ohch mamber om the Executive Commitiee deelde thsough
wileh Rellef offiges the momey from his denomination should go ? T™his
plsn s sugeested because some of our denoninations are doing rellef
work In Awscpfa gye. It is probable that the peonle would conteibdute

Freely 1f ghey knew thad the money which they give would be
£h thelr own church Board when that is poasibdle.

- hn whepe wiestions be dealt with by sepresnondenes ? or 13 &
nesting of tye ixecutive Committee nocessary ?

~ Kimdly gend your reply to this letter to the Seeratary brothoe
D.¥,Helse, Gomalay, Ont,

ok : /:", L/odn behalf of the needy ones, :
Your brother,
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A oK) M, ont. Bov.l4. 1 S
. Gasche,
Cr o, 3 R
xar POl er, rectlin -
£ ¢ L rned , Yy hon j RN o SR AT
else and found ¥ G 3¢ ¢ Fud peported Lo bl AV G % he cal
{ ¢t E-Of L XCC Lve AT ¢ the R.R.R.Ovganization.
Fan e £ O 1smed call for sa one %ine next wWe
The € t day 111 be cr o8 ‘ 13t soLthe P i1¢ T shink Ju
@ ar T oy 3 ;T 6’: ¢ t » \ w * ¢ 7 1 g
weite Srese mea $0. Invite ou L0 ocus hone whew vou aecrive
SRy am, i TOW Iiavi ¢ ther Dl 3 W yi 1! [ *1ad Lo v& YOu.,
T 2 or whlek traln vou will cone ard I willk mect v u at the depot.
Ly ¢ " ".'ﬁ_ 3¢ 11 7_ ¢ woul v i the .'-5 ¢ i P, T € ¢ :-}‘ ;.
w thia £1nd vou well a3 1t leaves us.
e A o 1 1w
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' Markham, Ont. Fep. 19,1920.

GiL.Bonder,
adkbart, Ind,
Degr brether, Grectingi-

4

4 I am enclosing a clecular whieh has been 1ssucd
: /to our Anilsh snd Mc%nontt.e con;;u'egauons.lt will explain itself. 1 ruth-
er think that the funds will not be forwarded ad your office because of
the heavy excrange charges. Many of our veople arc contributing discot

to the Toronto oficee. - Fraternally,
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Dear

Cormley, Apr 3 rd,

Brother.

I beg to advise vou that the Annual lleeting of the

~y

Non-resistant Relief Organization will D. V. be held at No 53 Can~
eron Street in the City of Kijpchener Ont, on Tuesday April 153 th,
at the hour of 10-30 A. li.

As a member of the organization you is
desired that you make a special effort to be present at this neeting,
which no doubt will be an important one as all the meetings of the
past have been, especially when it is remembred that new accquain-
tances have been formed, blessed felloshi» has obtained, and the
work of the orgamizaltion we have reasons to believe has been wond~-
erfully blessed of the Lord to whome we give all the glory.

: R There a
why this meeting should convene promptly at 10-30.Imporiant
: 2

reasons wi
issues will come before this meeting for consideration, Officers
will be elected for the emsuing year etc, hence we bespeal a full
attendance.

Let us pray that this gathering may be divinly guided.

Yours In The Masters Service.

D.; V. Heise 86@
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“asthan, Ont. Jave u. 19%0,
™o YoneZestant Rellef Mmm. '
Mm 0 the izesutive Committest-
ot i
vepalae mm of m mmu Gonferenss of Ontarlo whlck was
| Eltohemer lm W tm Taot hat a bremek of the Rasstias
m&mm/&mmmmnumm:
renslon, )a gxwﬁ soes mxm ifSer bflef Mocusaien
tre m%r s m 48 the Bellef Omgunisatien for farther
_ astiem,if m s aten m uuq,s
mm nam'aunnzm In 1972 when
sur mfmw e 8 Tamada the rmmm.
- _ﬂ,_,ff'm’:sasm; the W of somdusting thelr sen sehonls
 Bow the mw m,mm seuteol seheel mattess,
insist that m ® whall stiend the mubite sebosis. A hremd
of the muastsn mm Pafuse v attend sublle sibesls and
mtmm;ﬁQWmmxw itk witk then, They
#ise m&mmwm sePseauted for Welr £alth and thime
filnoy/ the oustarts Nemsemites sere wbls te hels these
 #hes Doy cume from Meafle 4o you think What 1s seuld be
%/ f’_*}ﬁnmma ke gomsent time T Slmee they
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n Yomp S

;._h.(t,&(‘uj,
/% s B . r
etna, Man,

For gome time I huve notiged in the »ress thatu fer commani-
vics of our Russian brethpren In the dWestern Provincea are broagks int
confliet with the Provinelal authoritics on the Pablie School qucstion.

1% 1s with 4 sense of dilsapnolntment trat $hesc conditions exist. Stinmce
th¢ Onturlo NMennonitcs were Interested ivn tre Rissian boet) ren comirg 1nw
Carada In trhe scventlies we natupaliy destee trelre spiettunul as well as ‘

ecle senmporul welfare., |

i

AV the scgular scssions of the Mennonlte Confepence of Omtarlo

whick wus beld in Kitehener last week tre question sas sulsed 23 to W eth-

€r we coculd be of any service 0o ¢k .t seetion of the fassiar Yennonites |

wherc the flembers decline to attend the Publle Schools. The natter was ]

rcferred to the Non-Reslastant Relief Orfanization of (mtarlo. j

T 221t these 1ines to know whother you think that these neoovle

«

would be avvrcached b ke Ontarlc Vennonites o not; or wouid some of tre '
Mastan bockr ren have More Infliuence witr tkem. IF wou think thrat we

could be of any service in this case whe arc ¢ ¢ nen with ahon we shoald |

deal ? Would correspondence be of any use or would they accent a visis

fron Qntaclio Wennonites ?

We hope frat 1t will not be comsidered necessary for these veonle ‘

to leave Canada. It will be difficult to find . coanteoy anywlere that

slves as muck eeligous toleration as we enjoy. \
I srall be glud 1f you wil! glive to me the whole situation as you

gee 18 and make any suggestions you may see fit. 1 skall awalt n caety

e
"'(’:,-‘—.‘F’ o

In chrigtinr service

BN B 0 T LNy G R
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Varkkam, ont. mne 8, 1920.

Mn.?.ﬁ cstvater,
winnepeg ,Man.,

Dear friend and orotier,
For some time I have noticed in the press that
4 few communities of our Russian bretheen In the Westerm Provinces are
orcught Into conflics with thre Provinelul sutrosttics on the Public 2chool
aestion. It 1s with a sense of Al savnointnent that thasc conditions ex-
ist. Since the Ontarlo Mermnon ve3 were Interested in the mussian Drety sen
comirg into Canmada in the 70's we naturally desire thele anietltual as
well as thelr tempcral welfure .
Ay the regular sessions of tre Yennonlte Conference of Ontarie
W ieY was leld in Kitehener las "eck the question was rulsed as %o whethe
€r W could be of any service to trut section of the Russlan vennonites
drhere the nunbers decllne tc attend the Public Schools. The natier wans
referred to tig len-Resistant Rellef Orgunization of omtario,
I am writing ﬁreae 1ines $¢ krow whether you think that trese
Urobic would be annr@&cbed by the Mmiario Mernonistes or not, of wouls
: /
some of thele Rasawan eret! ren have nose Influence wisk them . If y o
think that we oouzd~bc Of any serviee in thia gase who ame the men yitr
whon we shoald dgal ? would coercanondence be of “NYy wse or would they
accupt u viu;z/frcg,bn&aLio Mennorises ?.
‘ e ﬁope thht lt\wlll not be eonsldered necessary for these neonle
leave Canada. It wilm e ﬂlfflcult to find a countey anywheurc that zives

s muck religcowy soleration us we enjoy.
ghall a frank reply from vou. in chelstian service,
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Gormley, June 12 th, 1920.

L. Je. Burkholder,
lMarkhan Ont.
Beloved Brother.

I have your letter of the 10 th inst, and cont~-
ents fully noted. I fear unfamilarity with the while situation
of the Ruéﬁan Mannonites in the west really unfit me to venture
even an opinion as to what is best under the present conditions.
But Jjudging from general principles, I might say -: Brom the fa=-
¢t that Provincila Legislatures manage their Rducational matters
in this country indipendant largly of the our fedral Parliaments
And from the further faect that the Rusian Mennonites have, by
their attitude towards Civil Powers antagnized both these bodies,
they, to say the least have placed themselves in rather an unenv~
iable position. And it would seen to ne, that for the Ontario
lMennonites to step in at this juncture and attempt to effeet an
agjustment between thes e people, and our Gévernnments,might geg-
Jjeopardize ?ur position very materially, but I nay be wrong.

I trust that some remedy may be found thal these people may be al-

lowed the enjoyment of their religious convictions.

Yours In PFelloship.

gl e p

’
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Vineland Qut,, June 14th, 1920.

He Hoe Bwort, Prineilal,
Gretne, Jdanitoba.

My Dear ?zgand:- Greeting in the name of Jesus,
A% the last Ammuel Conferenee of the Ontarie

Diétri@i. a resolution was passed Lo the effect that aom?thing mighté be
done in behalf of the Henmonite izethren in the West wio have ned some
Hifficultics with the GOvernuwent vegurding the edusationsl question, with
& ?iww_to ad jusbing the difficulties between them. This mattey was them
refeired o the Non-Rosistant'ﬁelief'Urganizatibn, and steos ara to be
taken %o sce what can be done. ‘ |

oy lptter o you ig fox the purpose of learning whai hes been done
by sny of t ¢ branclhes of the Churches in the West toward effecting scma

/
ehanges Tthat would eoncilate the Goverument of Saskatchawan on the Cuestion

of the educatidn of the uhiiaren of that branen of the Chureh Wu;eh* hoes
teken & radlcsl stand on the education uueetlon. We bave leztnﬂh that
delesutlons have beée sent out o oearch foxr loecations aLfording bettar_ A
eonditions that those HOw enjoged by the ilennouite segple in Cahadsa, anll
gomnse xeporta gtate that duca 10@&%19&8 have bee seleected and that thexe
ls ulrsaag & 1&166 migretion to tho @ pointe, Other reopxris staie tﬁ&tk»
thera have baon ne'ehangos mede ag yet, hut that there are some arosyaot‘
of Aany-lqu&ﬂg«cagada_to settle elsewhere, Any'infcrmation:cn thege peinx.
~ would be verﬁ\mnoh apareoié&ed. | Our Orgamizetion wo.ld alse be 51ad t&
levrn af some . indivlﬁn&l with whon aorzespondanee conla be bad and
throvga whog/the sedtiments of the Ontation orethxen eould bﬂ convayvaito
e brethren affa.td in the woste:n.d+stziets. ﬂha ‘& favors waula be

,ye!y mash agpreciateé b thg cemmitte.. § e a % 'f, .

L R
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TELEPHONE: ST.J, 2759
N‘E Mles,Q
e Ng
: ; £ " 3
MENNONITE BRETHREN CHURCH
OF NORTH AMERICA

WM. J. BESTVATER, GENERAL SECRETARY

533 MAGNUS AVENUE &

JUN 21 1920
Winnipeg, Man.. 192

Mr. L. J. Burkholder;
¥arkbam, Ont.
Dear Erother,

Your kind letter regarding the emigration of the Menmonites
received and contents noted. I am sorry to say, that we are in no connecy
tion with thenm whatever, for we as peole who favor Education and progress

<Y

are looked upon by them as «Aantienristiaux and they have no fellowship
with us . I am not able to give you the address of their leaders

and must é&; the matter rest herewith, They are making 2 serious mistake
in leaving Canada and will find no place where they will be tolerated as
zEey were here, whether we do amything gcod in taking sides with ther in
their extreme views I am not certain. I spoke to several men of their
community ana they said they knew what th;ﬁf’were doing and so we cannot do

anything furthsr,

I remain very sincersly yours,

//zf%a/%
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Te the AMISH and WMENNONITE CONGREGATIONS

we , the undersigned have ugreed %o recommend 0 our several
congregutions,in addition to the above ,the following suzzcstions -

18%. That money guthered for the above objeets muy be sens disect 46
G.L.3ender ,"“!‘Cq"ﬁlt‘t‘ © Mennonite Rellef Commission, dlklaet,Ind, or
G M,C.Creasnun ,Kitclener,Ont, and sneclfy, if vou wis) whiok
¢ount ey the l'»(,l'u shhall be ._,iVLL..

fnd, That the minlustery and decacons in eauch congregation see 50 1% that

’ a copy of thils shceet i3 vluced into every famlly and alse that

one or more cunvassers be avvointed to gather this noncy,

3rd, SInce our Rellef Commission expects to send brethren %0 Russia
and alse to glve naterial relief to Austela and cernany,in thelr
need,th1s would be an opnortune time to glve.

4L, »‘:(-no-** o 'D.W.Helse ,Gormley,Ont. or the undersigned,not later t)

-~
g wiz

v
AT 1

areh lst., the anmount forwarded.Also state about }nw -.“‘.m}‘ none v
}‘A;i been given by nembers of your congre sm fan for sclief work
dasing 1819 or since the othes Memorlal Tand was ralised.

o THC mewspuders are making 3L rong appeal for Armenla at the Pi¢
present time and the vuablic 13 responding 1lberally. e should
noet be u whit oehind otherd in "good works®,

a
cr
-

helatian CGascho, Baden ,Ont.
L.7.Burkkolder, %arkham, Ons.

FRRRTEE S SRR e, Do w A RS |
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A GENZIRAL APPEAL for RELIEF FUNDS,

To the various churches represcnted in the "Non-Resisstant Rellef
Organization of Ontario",- Crectings In the name of Jehovah who Tasg
blessed us with all temporal and splritual blessings In Christ Jesus,

Your gxecutive Committee met on the 19th, inst. to consider the
advisapllity of muklng another avpeal on behalf of the Memorial Fund of
tre above organization.

Frorn correspondence and private Inaguiry it is learred trast while
the suffering and distreas resulting from the war 1s abating In some
of the eustern countries, yet in others the distress 1s still intense
and the destitution apvalling.

With the rememberence of the hearty resvonse on the nart of our
peunle last year by which over Scventy-seven Thousand Nollars were Agy
donuted to the Memorial und and aovroviated df for rellef work in the
following munner:- To"Sucours Fatlionul® %10.000. "Belglum Relilef Committ
ee” $15.000 "Ameninn Rellef Funa® $15.000. "Merchant Sallors Rellef
FPund® $12.570. ®"Soldiers Ald Comulssion of Ontarlo® for the care,
education and maintenance of soldier's children,$15.000,"Serblan Rellief
Fund® $8.000, w@wltk a supplementary avoroviution o the Armgnian and
Serblan rellef work of %$1.250 a.ch, a total of $77.370.00

This liberality on the part of our neovnle has been the naans of
saving verhaps many lives and gladdening the hearts of mnany also whro
were destlitute,

80 with all these facts before your commlbtec,and in view of the
unmerited olessings which our Heavenly Father haus vouchsafed anto us
in the Province of Ontario during the past scason, we belleve that our
peonle will deem 1t a privelege to ugaln come to the rescuc of the
periskIng hundreds,by subscribing to the Vemorial Tund,

Trerefore,by unanimous vote , your commlttce have declded that a
general apveal be made to the various bodies constituting this organ-
ization, for voluntary contributions to further the work of relief made
necessary by war conditions in Armenla,Seroia and other Duropcan
countries,

The Committee further suggests that each denonination work out a
method which 135 pest adavtegd %0 the conditions in the various bodles to
acsomplish the purposy of thlg apvealj;and further ,that the sald appeal
shall close and all donations. revorted to the Secretacry-Treasurer not
dater than the flrast of Varch 1970, :

Your committee wish t0 express thelr unbounded confidence in the
membership of our crurches,relm;ivz t0 their apnreclation of the
sltuation before us, LA/ VAL INL/SILEHAIY /ddd noswithstunding tre fuct
that the awful war,theoush the providence of tod,has terminated,and that
the nressure and anxiety for thdvprﬁsent at least i3 relie¢ved,We have
every reason,however to bellevc:thaﬂgour peonle ¥ill be ngitrer negliget
of thelr nriveliges Mor remiss 6f thelr duty in the matter of this
apneal., We should e especlally dlligent in view of the fact that fdﬁ(
Federal legislation 1s contemplated relative to Milltury Service und
ixemptions whick/may prove to he adverse to our Interests and falth,

May all who have 80 gegé?oualy asslisted in relief in the past be
richly rewarded and our God gi.grified.

Dated at WMarkham Nev.30.1919. g L.7.Barkholder, Chalreman,
D.W.Helse, Secy-Treas,
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Baden, Ont,

Dear brother, Greeting :-

A cony of the Avneal ¢
re Yoday. If it 1ls your deslirt ) MEGCY me , 08 YO
over it together I srall be glud to 40 80 on S

am t0 be in a committce mecting

not know how long our work w
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Baden, Ontaric. January 20, 1920.

Mr L., J. Burkhclder,
Varkham, Ontario.
Dear Sir: Greeting in His Neme

Your letter cf January the 13th, at hand, and contents care-
fully noted. Re. ycur inquiry in regard to the appeal to cur cwn eff-
crt, might say that ncthing mere has been dcne, nething mere than the
individuals through cther scurees of which I have ne acecunt. We have
made nc effcrt since 1919 or since the last Memmorial #und was raised,
and the ccllecting that was done was individually dcne and send into
Gs L. Bender and of which I have no account whatever.

Since ycu are asking me for suggesticns I am giving ycu the
fellewing: I wculd suggest that instead of sending the mcney tec G. L.
Bender, have it smnd to M, C, Cressman in order tc save the ZIxchange.,
I would figure that we would need about seven hundred (700) copies cf
the Appeal, and if it dcme nct interfere with the werding cof the appesal

T weould like tc have scme parts emphasized to move the hearts cf the
pecple more readily.

Heoping to hear from ycu again scen in regard to your idea cof
the above, I am

Sincerely ycurs,
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Maxkham, Ont, Jan. 13. 1e20. %
C.Gascro,
Baden, Ont,
Dear orother, Grecting:-
I recormend thut asomething ilfu, the following
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