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5h0uld d Chnstlan
Go to War?

The writer, Rev. Wm. L. Pettingill, is one of the great
Bible teachers of America, and for many years the President
of the Erie Side Bible Conference, Dean of Philadelphia Bible
School, and President of the Annual Bible Conference held
yearly in that City.

At the beginning of the War | took this view of the
‘subject, and preached a sermon on those lines; but as Mr.
Pettingill has stated the case so sanely, sweetly and scrip-
turally, | feel that his message should be sent to the boys at
the Front, and placed in the hands of those having loved ones

there. k.
PASTOR PHILPOTT. /Qm_.\a

God has bestowed two great gifts upon the human race. ﬁ"“t
One is Civil Government, and the other is the Christian
Church. Government is here mentioned first, because it ante-
@afes the New Testament Church by more than two thousand
years.

Both of these institutions are divine, but it would not be
correct to call them both Christian. The Church is a Chris-
tian institution, but the Government, though divine, is not
Christian. This distinction is not without a difference. It is
far more important than may at first sight appear, and it has
a very real bearing upon the question heading this article.

The Government and the Church arg_lilg_qa_gh_mhﬂ_g%y
in the fact that Qoth g:;,';g_e1 _;_M%_a_ . As to their mission m"‘“i.
the world, and the divinely appointed means for the accom- ﬁv :
plishment of this mission, there is "Sgh%%gw Failure 5‘1\

= osemkeeDn, thls__f@ct in mind has alway o confusion, and %

must of necessity do so. Union of Church and State would
never have been thought of but for this failure, and at this
moment, because of it, there ig division among Christians con-
cerning the attitude they ought to take toward war.

Ought a Christian go to war? Some say No, others Yes.
On either side are men equally godly, equally devout, equally
sincere and brave. Still others—also devoted Christians—
are in doubt and perplexity.

Qne of these answers is wrong; both cannot be right.

The appeal, for the loyal Christian, must be to the Bible, For
him, the Scrlptures are the Court of Last Resort.

But both sides do appeal to the Bihle, and each side

brings forth therefrom-Supposed warrant and support for its
contention. This mes from a mischievous habit, all but
universal, of ts, foun in
the Bible, and building doctrines |thereupon, while ignoring
other passages plainly bearing up¢n the subject under con-
sideration, not to speak of the context surrounding the very
Scrlptures used. This is not the way to treat the Bible, nor
is it the way to learn the truth. he right way is to let the
. whole Book speak, and to withhold our conclusions as to
what it teaches until we have list¢ned to all it has to say.

The Church has one purpose in the worldl,m_mwég.
That purpose is to evangelize the world —Her risen Lord’s -
at the beginning of her career upon earth, was
“that repsntance and remission of sins should be preached
in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”
(Lk. 24.47). \Ye shall be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusa-
lem, and in all\Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth” (Ac. 1-8). Thug her work is cut out for
her, very simply, ery definitely. She is to “preach the gospel
to every creature’—just that, an i . She is not
xpecte to convert the world, nor to educat the world, nor
1 Individual Chrls-
“do good,” being

i
3
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is in the world only as an evangelizing messenger. When- X
ever she has remembered. that, and occupied 'Eerse?f with her
divinely given task, she has thrived and prospered: when she
has Torgotten and turned to something else, she has lan-
guished and failed. e
~The principle of conduct for the Church is grace. When
the apostle Peter asked his Lord how often he should forgive
a brother who had sinned against him, the Lord replied, “I
say not unto thee, Until seven times; but, Until seventy times
seven.” And again he said, “Take heed to yourselves: If thy
brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent,
forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven times in
a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying,
I repent; thou shalt forgive him” (Mt. 18:21, 22; Lk. 17:3,4).
Christians are forbidden to go to law with one another; rather
than do this they are commanded to take wrong or suffer
themselves to be defrauded (I. Cor. 6:1-8). And, as touching
his relations with unbelievers, the Christian is, so far as is
possible, “as much as in you lieth,” to live peaceably with all
men, avenging not himself, but leaving his cause with him
to whom vengeance belongeth. If his enemy hungers or
thirsts, he is to minister to his needs, thus being not overcome
of evil, but overcoming evil with good (Rom. 12:17-21). If,
for conscience toward God, a Christian endure grief, suffering
wrongfully, this is thankworthy. “For what glory is it, if,
when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye take it patiently? but
if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this
is acceptable with God. For even hereunto were ye called”

(1. Pet. 2:19-21).
o much for the Church.

Civil Government had its beginning immediately after
the Flood. When Noah came forth out of the Ark, he received
at God’s hand a new commission, including the institution,
for the first time, of Human Government—the rule of man
by man. “And surely your blood of your lives will I require;
at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand
of man; at the hand of every man’s brother will I require the
life of man. Whoso § : his
blood be shed” en. 9:5, 6). Here is the Magna Charta of
Civil Government. Capital punishment was here authorized
and commanded by God himself, and this authority and com-
mandment have never been withdrawn or modified. They
are in full force to-day. And, as Dr. C. I Scofield, in his
Reference Bible, points out, “the highest function of Govern-

ment is the judicial taking of Iife. AIl other governmental
DW

We have seen that the principle of conduct for the Church
is grace. In Civil Government the ruling principle is not
grace, but justice. Mercy is always to be exercised by the
Church—and also by the individual Christian so far as his
personal interests are concerned; but righteousness is the
basic principle of Government. This is seen in the judicial
system. Our courts are established, not to show mercy, but
to administer justice. JIf a judge on the bench should forget
this, and should freely forgive every prisoner brought before
him for trial, he would be impeached and removed from office,
and rightly so. To forgive a murderer is gracious, but to
execute him is righteous. Forgiveness is a Church function;
justice is a state function. Forgiveness is Christian; righte-
,ousness is Governmental.

g _ “God forbid,” said a Christian recently, “that I should ever

ands with the blood of my fellow man!” Yet it

ight become thatsame-Christian’s duty, in simple obedience
to God’s Word, to act as sheriff in hanging a murderer. It
surely is somebody’s duty, and the man who performs that
duty should not be stigmatized as wrongdoer, but rather
honored for faithfulness in office. Cay o Km %

Another important contrast between gg{lrch Zld Stat isf

that, while the Church is forhidden to use force in the per-
ff’rrﬂlﬁ_m_GQLMSSinm the Government is divinely authorized , ¢
t6 compel obedience to its decrees. During the Middle Ages X
the Church forgot or ignored this distinction, and the bloody A

scenes of the Inquisitions, as well as the unscriptural exploits
of the Crusades, resulted. In modern days the State forgets C(L(

t

or @gnores this distinction whenever she moves to abolish
capital punishment. Men need to have a care, lest they seem

e, 1 S

. and Satan is the prince of the world.

S
“V-—

.

to set themselves up as being more merciful, if not wiser, than
God! o

The-New Testament Scriptures do not set aside these dis—}
tinctions between the Christian Church and Civil Government. ¢
It is still true that “the powers that be are ordained of God. ﬁ%&
Whosoever therefore resisteth the power resisteth the ordin- Ig
ance of God; and they that resist shall receive to themsel /
judgment. For he is the minister of God to Qw(\fff
good. . . . He beareth not the sword in vain; for he is
the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him
that doeth evil. For this cause pay ye tribute also:
for they are God’s ministers, attending continually upon this
very thing” (Rom. 13:1-6), o

Every Government official, then, is an ordained minister
of God. He himself may forget it, but that does not alter the
fact. He may be an unfaithful and unworthy official, but for l"%
that he must in the last analysis answer to God. From the i
King, or President, or ruler of whatever name or title, to the ™ 4(
policeman on your beat,—every public servant is a minister 4«»7
of State in the service of God. And in his hand God has
placed, not an olive-branch, but a sword! This word, “he A/}
beareth not the sword in vain,” is God’s warrant for the%z(
policeman’s club or revolver, the soldier’s bayonet or rifle, the
army’s big siege gun, the modern equipment of an efficient® e~ ) ¢
navy, and indeed anything and everything that is necessary
for the full performance of the work assigned to the Govern-
ment by God himself. The Government is set in the world
to maintain itself in righteousness. It is to be not “a terror
to good works, but to the evil, . . a revenger to execute
wrath (that is, the wrath of God) upon him that doeth evil”
(Rom. 13:3, 4).

But now someone objects. ‘“What you have said,” he re-
marks, “is all true, but it has nothing to do with the Chris-
tian’s relation to war. The Christian is a citizen of heaven,
and he therefore ought to have nothing to do with Civil Gov-
ernment at all. Human Government is a thing of the world,
The Christian is a
stranger and pilgrim here. He ought to detach himself from
all governmental affairs. He ought not to hold office, and he
ought not even to vote.”

’

There are many who take this position, and it is an un- A"v\
scriptural position. True it is that Satan is the prince of this W 5
world, and that the Christian is called to a life of separation P
from everything under Satan’s control. But it does not follow ;
that the Christian is therefore to separate himself from all Zei. 7
participation in Civil Government. Civil Government is not f{‘
a Satanic institution. We have already seen that it is divine;
it is from God; it is His gift. And a wonderful gift it is. Any
Government at all is better than no government, or anarchy.

< —’/

- The thirteenth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, from

which we have quoted, was written when Paul who wrote it
was under the Government of Nero! yet he even then de-
clared that the power was of God.

According to the reasoning of our objector, no Christian
ought to accept public office of any kind, or even vote. And
if it should happen—as, thank God! it often does—that a
public official should become a Christian, he ought straight-
way to resign! If a soldier in the trenches should turn to
God, he ought immediately to desert! There were Christian
soldiers in the apostolic churches: why were they not com-
manded to leave the army? Why did not the apostle Peter
tell Cornelius the centurion to resign his commission? It-is
true that John the Baptist told soldiers to “do violence to no
man,” but that he was referring to their personal dealings
with men rather than to their acts as soldiers is clearly
shown by the words he immediately added, “and be content
with your wages.”

According to our objector, no Christian ought to be a
public school teacher, since the public school is a Govern-
ment institution, and the teacher is therefore a minister of
State. Following out his logic, Woodrow Wilson, being a .
Christian, ought never to have become President of the
United States; or, having accepted the office in ignorance,
he ought now to lay down the reins of Government, and no
one ought to take them up but an unbeliever, an enemy of the
cross of Christ!

3
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The objector himself would likely shrink fiém this con-ﬁgk‘b
clusion, for he is probably thankful if he is able to send his
children to a Christian teacher, and that the clugt magis-
trate of this nation, in the present time of erisis, i§ a God- ”v«l{"
fearing man. g

“Do you believe in war?”’ asked one man of another.

“What do you mean?’ said the person addressed. “Are
you asking me whether war is ever necessary or right?”
“Yes,” said the questioner. “That is what I mean to
ask.”
“Well,” said the other, “I will answer your question by !
asking you one. If you were walking down the street with
your wife, and a gang of thugs were to suddenly come out of \

an alley and begin beating your wife with clubs, would you
do anything about it?”

“Why, certainly, I should.”

“What would you do?”’

“Why, I should stop it if I could.”

“Would you employ force, or would you confine yourself
to moral suasion?”

“I shouldn’t stop for moral suasion. I should use a club
myself if I had one or could get one.”

“Would you use a gun?”’

“Certainly, if one was available.”

“Well, then, you believe in war. For that would be war
on a small scale If a policeman was neary he would, as he
should, help you in protecting your wife from death or injury,
and also in arresting the thugs and seeing that they were
punished. You have only to multiply the number of thugs to
make the affair a riot, or an insurrection, or civil war,
international war.’

Every prison or jail, every brass button on a policeman’s
uniform, every courthouse, or. Judge, or constable, or balllff
or lawyer—all these are insignia of war, the necessary a
legitimate occupatlon of Civil Government in the protectl
of its people in their rights. That is the. ruler’s job.

- Let it be remembered that it was not to an unbeliever
that God first committed the authority to govern his tellowN
men. Noah was a man of faith. He was as much a citizen
of heaven as is the New Testament Christian, but that did
not prevent him from being a citizen of earthly government,
nor did it deliver him from the responsibilities connected
therewith.

The United States is at war. Through no fault of ou
. own, we are engaged in conflict with a malicious and danger-

ous foe. We were among the signatory powers in the Belgian
treaty, and the obligation is upon us as much as upon other
to protect Belgium from her enemies. The Lusitania victims,
or very many of them, were our fellow-citizens, and our Gov-
ernment was in duty bound to protect them from their fate so
far as that was possmle now that they are beyond our help,
the government at Washington is obligated by the authority
derived from God himself to protect other American .cmzens
from a similar fate.

‘And Christians ought to help. It is inconsistent and un-
scriptural to have enjoyed the blessings of peace under the
Stars and Stripes, and then to refuse to help in lifting t-le
common burden pressing upon the nation in time of war.
be perfectly consistent, the Christian who thus refuses to do
his share ought to live on a desert island, where there would
be no government to need his assistance, or to give him
assistance when he should need it.

“The Government is acting under the sanction of divine
authority. It must maintain itself in righteousness, or it will
surely be repudiated and destroyed by divine power. It need
not, and it ought not, to wait for its subjects to “volunteer” to
come to its help. It would be just as reasonable to expect
the Government to wait for its citizens to “volunteer” to pay
their taxes. Universal service is the righteous method, for
under it every man must “do his bit.”

This Tract—50c. per 100, or $4.50 per 1000
Gospel Publishing House, 18 John St. North, Hamilton, Ont.
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T Vineland ont., Keov. 30, 1917.
. 3. Jopdun,

188 Manle pve,
Haniliton, Ont.

Dear Brotlerd-
Your enclosed teact receivaed and read with interseast and
with a4 certaln degree of surprlise at the rethod that nen take 0 saonors
sich an unehristinn institution as wae, Rev, Pettingiill 1
y
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able scholar and a pan who knpows his B ible 3 - 8n 1 the stavcnentas that |
maKes concemine both the Church and the 8tate are perfeatly correct. I an

not presunng to know the 3iole beilicr thun he nor would I undertake to

13 vosaltion; mor nndertake L0 pesiade hin that
hela wrong. Bul, %o me 3 : = link ?, the individual %o
the state 1n such a way that the state rhas Breatcrs aunthorlty ofe him than
hacthe chucch, and the word of the Covoermnent neans a greatcs® MLty shan
the Word of God.

I was ple uf 43 ';"Lz‘} the descerintion whicek was glven of the Chach and the
Auty of the Christla The life af the ohristian as se¢ b forth by the anthor
13 a non-rest A’"* life. How can he folliow the ‘,l,‘z\,!'rf'.,—:.,% of Christ for Lhl
Christian and then violate them for the 3ake of Lhe Statc? Moreves the
State 13 ot the firat Institution. Tre Tome 13 the first and the Craurel

thke nmext and the State the third, Adarni and eve and their fanlly anstituted

vrove that he 13

>
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the home and thele '.*:r‘;:rs?r-ij‘) of Cod by sacriflces and pravers was the begin-
ningofthe Ghuebr. Wrhen the powtrs of the State began DE ADYE ar under the

urdce and ateife whilch caised God Lo ded :n"(;"
0. and bezin J"‘ with the famlly.

Wwhat shall we say nt the state govemnenst and tas attistude toward
the destruction of 1life when w6 m.ve the flrst wecedent In the case of
Calin nd Abel? Therc wus a case of Civil Governnent wlth mercy, for others @
weree forbldden to kill Caln. Lamech was disobedlent 16 the law of God
whickh prohibited the takling of hunan life, and there was nore fcar of nanh
in kis heart than there was feur of Tod. The law of God was evid nt in fom
ard anderstood by Lamech that no human life should ve taken by man. If Godh
erunged r1s law 1In the days of Toah 1t was done asz o nasifestation of HiISs
Divine onposition 4o the destmction of life and not HMis avproval uvon the
exercise of that pribllege In the hands of nan, It was added becanse of
unbelief in the same sence tha.t God added the law to the Chipdren of
1'5-'11,1, and granted dleorce to z}:(,m.

Gove ‘"‘ﬂ(" {is of Cod. In Heaven it is found in 1ts ldeal condition., Ith
i3 an intultive charactcristic In man who 13 ercated in the inage of God.
It i3 natural %0 all men, and hence u gift from God. If all governments
werc of God, why should any governnent flght 4{'?‘_.’1233 an other? The faoct iIs
that while trhe ¢ift of governnent :n:d the 1ldeal government 13 of GCod theres
i3 a nossibllity of that gift belng ncrverted and the methods of God eltlrer
neglected unknown or misaonlied., Im udr,“;'!vly govemnrents there 1s ve ry much
¢f ruman nature revealed and pugan passions }:old sway, and it often oc-
curs that a "Fox" like Herod, becomes the minister of God. n this ?;w
the smatror is corruet when he suys tha b C}ovc,:mrm t3 are not } ﬂla 1an.
they arce ninilsters of cod to nake toleranle the existence Of right .

f Ao
iltions of v e lncrcasing vopulation und antagonistic elements of C‘Al?l'ilji
o thar¢ was war :J’"i mi 1

the worlc
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The question resolves litself into this, -To what extent can the Chach

co-operate wlitk the foverrmnents of the world in ca”yi'"_; ou ,1 G ’J'Lvl':\,
{deals of covemnent? Tésus did not reln the Govemmnment of the Jews or
Ronans while He was in the world, excent that He »nald %eibu V(}.Hc submit-
tcd $0 trhe indignities and injustlees of both nowers., We have N0 record
that any of the mostles ever sought affinity wlth the »j()Vr..,:"‘".ﬁ‘.é,;-;,ZJ of were
nlaced 1n offielal positions. It i3 tme that thoere were sol@lers anong the
gonve ~t3,- the Centurlan In Ceesarcs,- but we arc net aware of wht course
re varsued after hlsconvorsion. We arc aware »f the fact that the Apostles
d1d not obev the mandates of thé Govemment of Jerusalen when they were fo#
bidden. & nrcack Ghrist, The avestle Paul 4ld not submit to the ngescctions
ordc rcd. by governments in vacious naets of the ountey., He fled whern ocaslon
m(:d»:; 1+ necessarg to subnls to Injuatice oo to cease his work of rlghteocus-
ne3:. The Christlans were then are now in conflict wlth the governnpts of B
she world. They ecannot agree on all volnts, and ace in eonflict. In this
cae, i3 1t rmulblc pG-‘ the Christian to say, "The Cruch 13 Christian, the
gtate 18 not Christian, therefore I wlll or nay De disobedicnt %o the

crack for the sake of suonortlng governnent whieh 13 of Cod.”

The Crristlan nced never deny or resist 7:(;V~,""‘l"t""‘ ¢ Pr:).' to to 80 wou!'d
se dlsobedlent to a principie of the Word, But it must be that the fol-
lower of Crelst mist stand ovnosed to may thingas w ich those who are reé-
swonsible for the carrying on of earthly governments demad, We will help tB
govemnent in evreything that 1s righteousn. We have the peincinles of
cove rmment in the chuwseh ud are told to rnake use of then, Bven in matte?s
of law, we arc $0ld to take these natters bufore the church rubtke Lhan
before lawyes, for the judgment of the christian 1s more €orrect than thato
men who are not christians., We have regulations for mnduet, felliowshlp
work and ninistry and are organlized m do 8rk3 of mercy. We suopnor:t the
fdca trat Governnment 13 of Zod, But we canmot say that eve:ry law i3 of
god and every law-nakcr and executive 1s the refore a godly nun nd iz laws
to be obeved as of God., To do @ would place the church in the unenviable ™4
position of belnzg subject %o the whins of every Gove ennend.

If human laws and dudpgnents and declsions we-¢ Infullable then we
would not Fesltate Lo suvnord them. But there are dlffcrances of oniniorn ad
in judsnent, and 1% foms of govermmenty and so on, 30 thal we may question
the ourse of many governmments, Shall we take up the sword at the commnd
of nen? Govermnent flghts agdinst Sovernment and christlans fight agidnst
ohelstluns and every nan who 13 a christian does rilght becanise he obeys
ris govemnent and fie;}‘ub‘ for 1% 1n the sense of 1% righleocusness, Thils
idea 13 rathor vrenosterous, It 18 imposaible for any christlan to always
obey even -.-:!ux, hig gavemnent conslders pight, Tt 13 no rcquigred of any
ahristian that he slay his fcllow-man because hls country de ands 1t, God's
law cones fierst; the peincinles of the Church, with love and veace and
mercy come firsh, He cannot separate }"- insclf fron the crach and bocoue any
indivudua! subject to trhe declsions of the m;w mnent  for right or wrong
for the sine beiny and then 70 back aghn to the church %0 serve hee in rice
pightecusnecss of aother character, We are An the world und not of 1t. We
are 1n the Church and a prt of 1t always, and a nu:'t of Christ, lnascparably
We cannot be a art of the Covenment then and do conbtrary Lo the tecach t" 8a
of tre Chucr. We cannot fight and killl, for it is not. the businegss of the
crurck. We must save life and not destroy. The Jews ceproesented Cha ’c? and
gtate in one body, When Christ curme Ye separated them and hencefortk they @
arc sevaratcd as law and grace, and will =memdn 30 until He cones and es-
tablishes a govemnent that i3 rightcous and one which we will all obey.
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Vineland Out,., January 19, 19¢9.
John H. Mogeman,
lanesstex Penna,

Deux Byotheri~ Greeting. in the name uf t1e La ds
ATGex writing you, the pamphget, "The Dawn” came to hand., I !‘

have 1ot had the time %0 zead it cazefully until today, =nd thea, nexe=
hepe i have not imbibed all that it might insinuate by s more esreful
2oading.

in the main, I think that the artiwel on "The Out-lswxy of Wea" is
eorreet. The pesce that the Loxd gives te the Chuyech &nd tm t which He
gives betueen man snd God, or, the beliver and God, is net secured by
sny man without God nox without fthe Spizit of the God. Lasting posce
among menm aust be had through the possesslon of the Holy Spixit sna
in the ¥ealu whetre evili men sznd men in the flesh sxe not. I belive
that the fulleet stisinuent of peasse will only be haf sftexr the flesh
and $he ppesent wozld sre parsed away and the New MHeaven and the Hew
Eaxth, whrein dwelleth xighteousm: ss are in evidence.

e @0 not have pexfect resce in the Chwch, but we have a bettex
pesce than the woxld has and more enduring, becan se of the Holy Spixis,
and the Woi@ whddéh dwellp in the hesxt. Our na ure hes beem ch nged by
tegenerakion, the flesh is considexed dead, and ite Justs are gongid exed
ozucified; thexrvfore the ke liever lives after the Spirit, not fulfilling
the luste of the flesh. The peace which the belever hss is not one which
existe, but i® one which is crested for him by the new conditions within
his heart and life. The adjustments are not on the omtside but on the
ineide, The same conditions mey continme on the outsidie, but do not ef-
feot hiu becsuee of hew conditions within. 4

7 Bega ding the imtexzpyetation of the prophecies wnd the werld af-
faire tgswhiahgw author refers, there is plenty of ‘teom for 4iverging
opinionpg. Une van always 2 ad prephecy better after events oceux %hsn
befa enund, God has slways used war sas a judgent fopr the sing of
ndationg, ox oy the gius of men in the world on & wholesaie In @l s, I_!_
ws2s 18 used %o punish Iszzel, or Sebylon, it b aies a 1 tioval judgment.
When God oemlle the world', matious to wax it i because o{ wide~splead
sins; 1%t is evident thal God¥seall upoj all the metions to best thels
$oods of industyy iute weapons of war is for the puzpome ds & woxrld Jud g~
ment £0f sin, THo world undoubtedly merits such & judgennt at eny tie,
but b le evidont that God withelds j abs of et chordeter fa mezey's
gake, juet as he doss the final judgment, But, that @sy will eurely come.
Pie time is immiment, but we cau mol tell when it is due. lany fsougn
the laet wer vo be that eall, =nd hemee will look wpon present @ 'forte

£ m tionsl impo:t the step %o a new om of peace. A8 suggested b

g suthox , the nations axe not discussing ves ce from the standseint o
:uf;aﬂs;{m duty nex from the stunidpoint 0f Gespel prineiples, In fact,
the 'z esan. movement is not sought to eliminste waz, it confesmes oniy to

. the slimination of way se an internsfional settl t of disputes, leagvin

o Thip is not
the basis of pesce foxr the world, and hemnce not %he age of no Mmore waks
th&‘aﬂi& m‘ttmpﬂ”nllly agree w;th the author a8 %o §GM$¢§“ of :
1@ wesent dispensation, heading up in e Homan heirazshy of pew e. World

Proshetie tines vere Asiuiis, mowt of ous %ﬁ;‘;’i..., "

S es Auid i b penig | i the decadent

eseh s tion free to use wer as a method of self d¢femge




%oz t he Wik lde What ghall be the netuze of the kingdou of peagef Will it

-be %he third, fo propheey thus designstes the eharacter of His kingdem.

thGusand yoors of pesce
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There 48 another eleme nt in the nat re of the universal kingdou of
peace thet tho anthzo seems to overlook. It ig hie convamtion, and
I think zightfully, thet the Lozd', oell fo wer, is a time of Judgant

Fesuls fyom the zighteous will of the people? oz 20" %he genexal ag=
Geptance of the Gospel of Christ over the wholo woxld? or e couse of the
powex of tl® Chureh dn Ghe political aflfaizs of the worlds 0z, fiom the
Over =xuling powex of Jesus Chyiot in Hhe world when He gomes again? 1%
®annot be iether of the fa& st taxee conditions, b cause they axe ine
Gomps biblde with the ma tuze of the work of %he Church in this age. It must

la Ghai ocupe, universal peace will be the result of the ovex ~x uling
powar of Chpist, and not b cause of the will of men. Kingdoms will be
Subdned by the law of Chziet s=nd by the powex of his rzule and aunthoxity.
Pence wi 1 'come beeauss He d emands it. Hations will lesrn wey no mexe
be ezure He 11l not permit i%. Men will bhe at psace, end all mture be
8% pezce mesnee it 1m His will and law, The end of a thoussnd yeuzs of
peage and xighteousness willoome,the nations of the world ¥athe: ed togeth-
01 under the lecdexship of %the relessed Saten to compase the gam. of the
S8alinte sbout to destroy them, but the m ions thav zose in szme aguin
wexe d estzoyed. Then everlusting peace will be ushered in.

2he matier for eons&%mﬁéon ig, bhat the xeign of Chxist foy =

, n eunfoped peace foxr sll the arzedly in the

wozld. 1t will be a d= time of enjoyable peace fox the sainte swd sll
who love righteonsness. 1t cannot be a continuous pesce b couse % wild
no% be s universel heaxt pes ce snd hecase it is a pesce that is
subject to the elements of world snd flesh. it will be sam age 9f the
final Bosting out of bouman nature undez the most advantogeous goundis
%1 ns, and will find the hemzt of man the #sme in natare, deceitful abeve
all things and despoegately wicked, and onl  subjest to Lho wil: of God
by regenerution sAd the indwelling of his Spirit and presenes.

War is a seowrge of God. It wae 80 From the e ginviags, Cadn was @

- xefugee fxom the seourge of iestzuection Trom the Lird of man. The bloedy
480 oontinued wnder Lemech snd th deseendants of Csif, The floed wiped

it mon but not wox. It will bo wax to the last day before the great
white thxone surs up all the affsizs of this world esnd usgers in the

 Bew Hoaven and Raxth,

. What/Pext en mey have in the present world a fisiye 10 engoury: e
peace among »mtions, is also presented by the authyp, The province of
the Chuzch is twe L0ld ;~ pr ach the Gospel of scuivetion by faith and
Regenezation as an espential to the kingdom of Chzis ¥, and pecond, o0 de
roﬂ, unto all men, espscially te ihewm ol %Lne househpld of faith, The
Ging Bood is not an expression of the ray intenthe kingdow, but a teken
0f the ehaxaeter of 1% citisens. Kegemezstion 08 the vay into it., Qhis i
$he only messege the Chuzch has fox Hhe world. Legisletion will mot make
$he Kqnpdom, it is beitter to eneouxage the nations of the world te be
a% Jeege than ongage in vwaxr, I¥ is s mesns of Seupepal blessing and
”gmm ‘g00d, e aze %o pray For pesce sud oppoxtunity foz gopds But we
826 not told %0 bxing about the kingdom i~ this manney ., Wex will come
#00u an %0 the world when %hey huve done their Le/at %0 preselve pesce.
I ust th % youwill be able %o value this exprecsion of my sentinents
Begxning the s:tigles, Perhs i nmo w0 persons will agice Ox any subjeets

Oux meatalities diffex and hence oux disagtcements even vhen we love

@a@h 9%he: and endeavox t0 be st p age, Shall 1 yebuzn the pampilet? : .
This lesves @ in uswal health; snd may the same blesiing be with youm.
& Bibl @chool has cmxelled 87 to the present time. Pray fo,!\ ug and
. wozk heze. Yours in faith s I T e
# / = g " o e ; : \ :

-~
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. woshen, Indiana, 4pril 25, 191%7.
Doay Drother:

J-r eting.

The ;xec tive Oormittee of a 11 nge ichigan
Conference has appointed Lro. J... foder a: gell © re are
a writing stating ositi - nuonite Church on the
guestion of "WiIAT I TTIPUDE OF THIS B I1Ll=
TARIS ™%

e are anxious to have ti best possible staterent
of the 'ennomite Church on this guestion re, counsequently,
sending a copy of the first dreft of cur write=u 1o g nunber
of reyresentative brethroun for gestion end criticiame.

Will you please read zud Ireely suggest anything
you think ghould be added or climinated to the cnclosed write=-
up? 1t is our lope that the lenuonite Church may in future
generations coniimue to hold sacred the priuneiples of none
resiztance and non-militarisnm as teugit by Christ in the How
‘estaente.

oy I hear from you right soont Thanking you,

Jours very truly,

T /44%
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1. Prom the days of Christ until the yresent 1 0T ‘;a”a beon bodlios
of Christisn believers who accepted the teaching of Christ in a
literal iﬂt@? sratation that oo unl voriste was ‘~(}'€.:‘T ant ia(} i B ,g._'m’
wrong as well as nma&cess ry *ney | et it 18 & wa ek L
teachinw of ‘hr*st $that Ten :, heuld love t.; “ on }.fﬂ et £ 08

honid 40 good to thoge vho dispiteinlly thet uehs ?ecﬂ
that the only wa, to overcone ovil i@ 1,, ;fua;ﬁ.

2+ The enuonite Church in Auerica 188 always held ithis mutm&.e as one
of the err&ﬂi@&l temita of the ::4,4...:&.,:. @ relis j e This is evie
Gonced by tie ragowds of cur pwieyous w.wmut e t;;.iere,-baeeﬁ 8180
the v..e“nm;;itﬁ Senaral Conferonce. Le regogeine the eaatra&iwism
of "Christien Zeticns at lar®s le L:eiiew t-dat there i8 no gueh
thing as "Christian O :oré“ and o "sighteous Uar”.-To believ- that
the comuad which @@ fronm the ‘sater, the iringe of ‘ecace, r.egrls

e JOars Bgo is stiid {ﬂ;?u ‘tta - "Love your cuemiea®”, "Regist s -
pot evil”, "o pood to0 thes that hate Fou" . %

8. The lennopnite Chureh "ualiem{a that wor, 420 catter now lofty its
motive, how great Bpp srently sre the ercle uacru.im. is neverthé~
less the rosult of i;;.g..xra‘..r,, ,,.,_-om;, greed, pride eatz*aé lust,

/,f/*treac's;ar_; and falsohcod and that u W08 W wm th ‘f.i

o are veld of the fimer virtues of o O, & ik Lo

/ nsss, falilr, gharity and helpful service. Lo &
/ that "dar 1s the businoss of berlerians” and Sharre
/ ta MBll". sni vith Hookor "The truil: i s00d men ceniod

/ ‘ : ag___%.tiw. giie .hi7 Tmat have the devil in in n"

-,

&. Beoause of the-gbove pr mr:i.‘.:lfrg,

e

g
o
o
&

it is our duty %o pra;s ior ouar r‘ ieras to pay
\ mur or mtsst' tc feed im hangry end to elolie lhe deatitte; o
relieve the 3&?5&1‘;% g u=sde by the devastations of wer, whethey
X they be 0f cur-own countryuen or thoss of the eneny and 10 oxergise

N m lgirit of Lelplalieas and SOPVic0e

6. ve farther believe tiat as Christisus, we shoulid net eritied
-rolers, and those ilun auld .,:‘a‘ but earnently oray that God =&y p«nee
. §heF wigdon 30 sc coadugt ithe alflairs ol alal e that the *wu&l CHY L 3
age which is now joing on =gy speedily eud; ithat the cay bay not e
far diatant whes "Ho shall Judge samoug lue usiiocng aps sa.al.}, rebuke %
many peopleg sud the; shall beal tue 4r awcrds into plow sheres, and
thodr Spesrs imto praning hodks; aabiva skall not lht up sword X
azalngt naition; seliher aball Lhoy have war sy zora. 188+ S3de
= Bt
6. e beliove ihet 11 is wrong fLor Christisus to Join the army or nawy
whother by voluntary enlis rent or conseri sticn, aud thet Chriat
would have bl fer foit our proserty and livea ralaer tum.. teke up

m&afto‘a’: &:ﬁa {f K ,ﬁ‘ffs our ﬁuloviwﬁ for whom Christ dieﬁ.
T+ Bith the @wa 88 a

axise nud the abeolute felth in Chriat end

Hig priuciplee 0L ‘emce, we glead iimt we, a8 s chureh, with those

of ainllar feith, be saompt frow all uilitery service. e Ifude

ther plead thetl *ennonite eﬁunatiunal institutions te emgmpt Lrom

izztradmmg mlitar,; traiping an thst the young oon of cur shureh

'gn ﬁre enrolled in other acsma}.a be emoused Irom all mlnaw
11iise
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