Bishop E.L. Frey
turned back at the
border

In November 1916, Ohio
Detroit River,Wndsor Bishop Elias L. Frey tried to
enter Ontario to conduct revival meetings at

the Blake Amish Mennonite Church in Huron
County. When the border inspector asked
about his position on recruitment for the war,
he declared his belief that war was wrong and
that he would preach against it.

The inspector did not deport Bishop Frey and
his companions officially, but advised them to
return to the United States voluntarily, which
they did.

The First World War was the cause of the first
real tightening of the Canadian-U.S. border,
which had previously been mostly permeable.
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Report of the incident in
The Globe of Toronto. The
article inaccurately
reported that the group
had been “deported.”

MENNONITES DEPORTED:
OPPOSED TO RECRUITING

' Party Planned to Hold Series of
‘“Revival” Meetings in
Huron County

-

(Special! Despateh to The Giode)

Windsor, Nov. 16.—Frankly ad-
mitting that their mission in Canada
was to discourage recruiting among
young men in Huron county, where
A series of “revivals’ had been plau-
| ned, ten workers of the Mennonite re-
;llmoul sect were turned back to De-
1 troit by Canadlan !mmlgratlnn‘ oM.
iel.lls to-day. The party, consisting ot
alx men and four women, was headed
by *“Bishop" John Fry, an Indiana
farmer, who claims to be the leader
of the Mennonite denomination in
the States of the Middle West and In
western Ontarlo. When questioned
by officlals, "Bishop' Fry declared
the Mennonlites were opposed Lo war

!undor any circumstances, and that if
a member of that Church enlisted he
would be promptly, cexcommunicated.,

Chief lmmlmuda Inspector Reyn.
olds took the pariy In hand on hear-
ing that revival meetings had been
planned for the express purposs of
! hindaring recruiting. and mada aout
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An excerpt from Bishop
Frey’s version of the
incident in the Mennonite
newspaper Gospel Herald,
January 18, 1917

We were 9 grown persons and one child
in our party. We started from home to
Ontario and were barred at Detroit, and
then went to Huron Co., Mich. We were
too many in our party; this attracted at-
tention. One of our party was taken into
a private room and asked where we were
going, and what our purpose was. An-
swer: “We are going to Canada on a
visit and to hold meetings.” Then the
first party was dismissed and I was called
in, n

Question to me: “What is the nature of
those meetings you expect to hold?”

Ans. “They are religious.”

Q. “What do you think of this war
over here?”

A. “We take no part in it.”

Q. “What is your attitude toward war?
what do you believe about war?”

A. “We believe that war is wrong.”
Q. “What do you believe in regard to

recruiting?”’

A. “We take no part in it.”

Q. “Would you advocate it?”

A “No. gir”

Q. “Would you rather discourage it?”

A. “We certainly do among our breth-
ren.”

Q. “If one of your members would vol-
unteer, what would you do with him?”
A, “We world dismiss him from mem-
bership.”

Many other questions were asked, but
these are the chief ones. The officer
finally said, “Do not think we are de-
porting you. We are only advising. If
you knew the danger you are exposing

" yourself to you would not go. Better wait

until the war is over, then come and
preach all you want. We believe that
war is wrong, just as well as you do; but
we are officers of this government and
must do our duty.” s
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Statement of E.L. Frey at the
Windsor border crossing:

“We take no part in war. We believe that war is
wrong in any country. Any member of our church
that would volunteer for military service would be
forthwith dismissed from membership in our body.

We do not el g Bl Py otht, Gy

B R S AT iynens ) - D
encourage B T s S
Depattment of the Intevior A
recru it i n g 3 we - Windsor, Ontario, e e [t 101 ¢
i <. L. T ' bl Mo e
rather discourage ol T e ey e
(l-zvv\ Q—MM . . 6\« (I_Mﬁ- . M (,Q/Y\;(A_/J;U,

i S o W&”Vf T,
people. [I] have et 1;*;%?% f;? sty
referred to the %ﬁ%’“ﬁfﬁ;}w %-_%%&wmm
present warasa | wéﬁvmzmm

calamity in my e i et

it among our

sermons. [I] am mwﬂ* T e Wﬁ;@';/;:
expressing the 2o b s W8 T T g
views of the IRV noves MWMwﬁm%
Mennonite people | ) i '
in the war.” 5

b

Sites of Nonresistance: Ontario Mennonites and the First Worid War Mennonite Archives of Ontario exhibit, 2017-2019



Report of the immigration inspector
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Winvsor, Ontavio. November 14111016,

Sir:~

Todny their appeared at Windeor a party of ton
Mennonites,destinéd to Brunner,Ontesrio,and other points
1n‘thnt distrioct.

The party was headed by E.L.Wrey,Biehop of the
Mennonite Church. On exrmination he clearly stated that
his church did not enocourage recrulting,but rather dis-
couraged it,and further stated that any member of his
church voluntenring‘for military eservice would ve forth-
with dismisced from memberchip. ' '

After discuesing the mat?er with Trnrvelling Inspector
4r Le D.H.Reynolds,I thought it wise to refuse fhem admission on
account of the views,expressed by the bishop,regarding re-
cruiting and voiunteering. I also read over,very cnrefully,
the letter sent me on October I3th,I916,in reference to

Bible Students Acssooirtion and thought your views exprecsed

therein should apply in this case-~refusing eniry under war

meesures regulations. They were not served with Form B as
they voluntrrily returned to the United Stotes.
Enc. Atteched is'signed statement of Bishop Frey.
7 I an sending fhis along for your information ss I am

under the imptession this matter will be taken up with the

Department, e ﬁ*ﬁij
Your obedient Feryant, & L
3 Y / Ig) )
L L
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W. Do Scott, Efn,, Inspector in Cherge. ‘ .-

Superintendent of Immigration,
Ottawn, Ontario.
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