
Bishop E.L. Frey 
turned back at the 
border 

Detroit River, Windsor 

In November 1916, Ohio 
Bishop Elias L. Frey tried to 

enter Ontario to conduct revival meetings at 
the Blake Amish Mennonite Church in Huron 
County. When the border inspector asked 
about his position on recruitment for the war, 
he declared his belief that war was wrong and 
that he would preach against it. 

 

The inspector did not deport Bishop Frey and 
his companions officially, but advised them to 
return to the United States voluntarily, which 
they did.  

 

The First World War was the cause of the first 
real tightening of the Canadian-U.S. border, 
which had previously been mostly permeable. 
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Report of the incident in 

The Globe of Toronto. The 

arƟcle inaccurately 

reported that the group 

had been “deported.”  
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An excerpt from Bishop 

Frey’s version of the 

incident in the Mennonite 

newspaper Gospel Herald,  

January 18, 1917 
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Statement of E.L. Frey at the  
Windsor border crossing: 

 

“We take no part in war. We believe that war is 
wrong in any country. Any member of our church 
that would volunteer for military service would be 
forthwith dismissed from membership in our body. 
We do not 
encourage 
recruiting, we 
rather discourage 
it among our 
people. [I] have 
referred to the 
present war as a 
calamity in my 
sermons. [I] am 
expressing the 
views of the 
Mennonite people 
in the war.” 
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Report of the  immigraƟon inspector 
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