


Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Vineland Ont., November 28, 1917.
To the Right Honourable,
The Prime Minister of Canada,
Sir» Robert L. Borden,
House of Parliament,
Ottawa.,

Honourable Siri-

In reply to our letter of the 82nd of October, We, the
Mennonites of the Ontario and Alberta-Saskatchawan Conferences, and other
Congregations of like falth with us, desire to thankfully acknowledge the
letter of the 8rd Inst., from the Military Service Branch of the Deartment
of Justice, in which 1t is stated tht "Hhder paragraph 7 of the Mlitary
service Act, Mennonites are excluded from the operation of the Act and
have no duty to perform thereunder,"

We cannot adequately express to yourself and to the Government what
this iInterpretation of the regulations of the sald Act mesns to us, nor
can we tell of the joy that it gave to our pe ple, nor of the thanksgivngs
to God which ascended from hearts and homes and assemblies of those
who have loved and gught artcr peace and good will to all men in the
Spirit of Jesus Christ, and who in sincerity have sought to obey His will
and Word in all things,

We desire to express our sympathy with the Govermment during these
days of stress and trila and assure you that our prayers are mde to God
in behalf of our Rulers and our King that judgmemt and discretion may be
at all times glven them to decide each weighty problem and that wisdom may
be granted in every deslision that the intersts of the kingdom and @untry
may be eonserfed and the cause of Christ advidced through those gracious
provisions of our land which permit the folldﬁers of Christ to lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.

We rcalize also that the Government has not assigned us any ddty in
lieu of military service, and therefore we are not made to share any
speclal part of the burden which our nation 1s bearing. We recognize this
fact, and whlile we are sharing in the natiocnal burden of trials and fears
and labors, it 1s our purpose, by the grace of God, to voluntarily
undertake some share in the sacrifice of our fellow-cotizens, and by some
memns,\ the plans of which are now under sonsideration,/ express in a
more substantial manner our gratitude to the Govermment for the Christian
privileges which we enjoy under the laws of Canada, our alleginace and
loyalty to our K¥ng and Country, our Christian sympathy toward our fellow-
citizens and toward humanity and ocur common interests in the world in
which we live while maintaining our alleglance toward the Kinzdom of Heaven
and to Jesus Christ our Saviour,

We are,
Most thankfully ang humbly,
Sir,
Your servants who do humbly pray,
The Committee.
per. S.F.Coffman,

D.J.Burkholder, Mod. Markham. Christian Gascho, Baden,
David Bergy,Sec.New Dundee, Jacob R.Bender, Tavistock.,
Anson Groh, Petrolia. Jacob S.Bender, Tavistock.

S.F,Coffman,Vineland. Samuel Bender, Esq.,New Hamburg.
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3 NONZRESISTANT RELIEF ORGANIZATTON.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Kitchener ont,, Jan, 24,1918.
To the Commitéee to Interview Government.
Brethren: - Greeting.

In uccordance with the purpose of the committee mund the advice
of the meeting of the Rellef Orgenization &t its first meeting in
Kitchener, Tlder Goudie and the Tecretary of your Committee
met with Mr, ™. G, weichle, M.P., of waterloo at his home, Jenuer,
22nd, to dlscuss the edvisesbility of interviewing the Government
reletive to the objects of this Organization.

we have the following to report:=-

The Government will be Inclined to look eith favor upon the
engagling 1In relief work by the Non~resistant Bodies.

The Government would be 1In 2 position to use funds and disburse
them sccording to the direstion end wlshes of these bodles,
excepting, however, the use of funds in such districts with
which our Country is now 2t war,- such &s Armenie, and perts of
Polund and relestine. %

It 1s advisadble to send a small delegmtion to Qttawa to inter-
view the Bovernment &s to what speslal lines of rBlief are most
needy, 2nd to inform the Government «s tp which objects of relief
end charity; are most in hurmony with the s;mpathles and faith of
our people end would recelve the most heerty; support. The relilef
of widows «nd orphans would prove very acceptable tc the Government.,

With reference tp the exemptions, Mr. Weichle recommeds that all
of our young men who have not received complete exemption should
appeal thier cases to higher tribunals as soon as possible.

It is the purpose of your Committe officers to send to the
Prime Minister of Canada a rePort of this Organization, with |
a letter recognizing our gratitude for the privileges of freedom |
from military service, and stating our objects, also asking
advice concerning an interview with regard to these objects,

Please express your opinion regarding the advice to send
a limited nmmber of this Committee to interview the Government
at Ottawa, It will be the duty of the Executive Committee to take
action in changing the Tommittee if advisable.,
iours truly,
S.F.Coffman, Secretary.

Address your reply to L. J. BYrkholder, Markham, Chairman of
the Committee. ; . ;
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Vineland Ont., Jen 24, P18,
Near “rotherj- Groeting.

liaving sein some of the exemption papers of some of our young
brethren and heving found thercon nothing whieh free thewm from
more than eombuiant service; and having a«leo stcn some ofthe nctices
from the Disztrict Appeal Tribunsls returned to our brethe: who heve
held papers cliowlug only exemption from comb: tant serviceand who
hed appealed for & complete exemption , and since the ssd appesls
were disallowed or dismiased and ﬂtated that these persons woold
be esubject to & eill to service and would with the cill de asaligned to
certein batislions for service, T heve tak:cn the liberty of egein ‘
ealling attentlon %o the neod of having every brother a&ppeel his
claim for exemption to the higher tribunsls until the cle 1m is
granted fully, if not elready granted.

If eny of their %uﬁorm &re marked &s follows they should be eppevaled
for complete exemption a8 Mannonite:s.
"Bxemption from combatant service." “Exemption for religious ressons
eccording to clausze 8." "Exemption untll cless or cetegory is celled."
"ixemption #s & farmer or other lavorer.” vhen the &ppesl wes made
on the grounde of religlomf eccording to cluse & end the certificeate
i marked "Allowed” or "OGranted”™ and is not otherwiaw qualiried,
&ny oxemptlon granted on cleuse 8 relieves from combetent zerviee only
and is er&ntod t. ell raliglous objactors. Our faith calls for totel
exemption.

In making y ar ap;sa&n the claim should be mede &35 & meber of the

¥ennonite Chureh whose' creed forbids military scrvico of eny kind.

Tt must be borne 1n mi; 7 pod totsl =4
axemptiion eoldier u Te i o e, a8
ebove ncted, snd is consid¢xed or )eave of abnance althput PRY lhtil

he 1s celled upon Lo de setive service. They ere listed wilk others

who sre exempted only Irom combatant service and sre eilgivle for
non-combatunt, service, and belong to that branch of the Cenedian Sxe-
peditionary Force whizh ia now in ective service. They urenol yet

gelled and me:r not be callea for active service, but the fact that

they are a part of auch militsry force is contrary to theprinciples

of cur feith and we should not be satisfied that thev are 80 aituated,

The Oovernment has mede orovisions for the relief ithrpugh the Zppesl
Tribvuncle ané it ia our peivilege to meke use of then, &né secure the
exemption whieh the Military Jervice Councll has &lready scknowledged
is our right. The muchinery is in operation, a&nd the first step
is to appeal to the District lpperl Tribunals. If the cleim is not
fliowed there the sppeal should be made Lo the Centrel Appesl Judge,
Militery “ervice Gouncil. Pepartment of Jusiices, Ottesa. Directions
for aggoal will be found on Lhe back of eecl exemption cottificute

e Loosl or Appekl courta. Pollow the instructlions given there.
Thn fect thet the time' limit for making the appeel &s stited on the
papers has expirad will not interfere with the sppeel.’
Trusting thst you will give the necessary eid to those 1ntoroxted
,xn,:our congregetion, and praying thit through Cod end our Jeviour
'u:nuy rttolve the faver desired Irom our Government, ! -u.
Yours in fnlth, j
Se ?. Go!fm, 7 & : !
For the Committee., . ;
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Mennonite Archives of Ontario

F . VJiv'
Christlan Gascho,
Baden Ont,

land O,\,., Ma rcl: 2

Dear Brother:- Grecting in the nane of Jesus, whc has
us from our sins in his own blood and ha s made us the

4

«.1918,

loved us and washed
Chikdren of God,

by adopting us into His fally through the love and mercy of His own

Beloved Son.

Aft&r being abuent "om hoge for a weck, attending

at Goshen Indlana, I returned home on

to hand and was glad to to hear from you, and to lea™

s¢ttled In your new home. I trust and vray that vou may
years to enjoy your hone and the blessings thatit brings

Fridav afternoon.

a busine sl ecting
Your let!
*)

-~ £
da¢ You

C1r cane

are now

be svared many

and trust that

you may be enaoled to enjoy the benefli of more opportunity 4o engage 1in
€ more liberty and are less

the work of the Master since you hav

the cares and labors of llfe., After all, it 1s t+he
enabled to sperd Ir bhehalf of the work of f%e Lord that

enjoyment and the greatest amount of bles ng. We are

to the realms of glory.

I want to acknowledge with since
the Money Order for the amcunt of Forty-one Dolars
\#41,75/ which represcnts the gratitude of many of
by the labors which have been devoted
¢ during these times of
trust that the Lord would vle ss It
a3 designed and vhich He alkon
our rela-
no vower of
to make or

that are
of the Lord opeating in them %o
privilege of worship which 13 gm

who have been helped L0 some extens

to the Interests of the Lord's peonl
peen done has been willingly done and in
L6 accomnplilsh the puppose which He h
carry out oy His power. We know that

tlons with the vowers of +his world
defense and e have no influence in
carry out its laws, But, If we have

over us 1t 1s becaswe 1t has been the vower
permit us the enjoyment of the veace and

granted to us, We feel that we hve
that hus been accomp: lshed. We know
love of the bretrhren, and we accevt
from them and a gift of the Lord to
them from trhe Lord s0 that each may
which coms to thkse dear young souls

re thanks and gr.t

time

left behind us as

glves us

thus ernabled to
share with others the spirituul blessigs ‘hau the Lord has granted

are able U0 lay up. treasures i Heaven which will return Unto us
the treusures of eatth are gone or are

tude the

e are helnless as far as

are concerned. We have
m:tion

the &ffalrs of the

any faeors with the Rulcrs

f'ree from t
t" {.5_ : »’-"(Z'

we take

r

A
al'G

receliopt of

and seventy-flve cents
the dear voung

brethren

What has

could

had more than 1s due us for t-e work
that what 1s glven is a token of the
it only as an offering to the Lord

wro so much desire

and may

Lo servé

us, May another great blessing come
have his due porton

the vortliom

the Lord

In the Spirit and in love and good will %o nmen, be ahe ldrgst and best

poeticr of all, even the anawer 40 the prayers that have been

ascending

Lo God for our compewte liberty to worshlp our Cod and to 1ive a life Shat

is free from the necessity of dolng millitary se rvice, and then may there
nother blessing returm to the Government which gilves us this 1liberty,

- the blessing of national mwace and vrosperity.

The letter te the Prine Minister conce ning the work of
ant Rellef Organization was received while Sir Rowe-t Borden was
the United States. He will relvoly when he retures to Ottawa, With
and pest wlshes, and with thunks for the kindne
falth, g

Yours 1in

’

53 of a"co

Q%W\

the Non-Resiss

away to
love
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COPY

Ottawa, May 31st, 1918.

To -
The General Officer conmanding. : R
&2, '

Militari District HNo.
ondon & Toronto.

Status under the M$S.A., 1917, of -
Mennonites, Tunkers., and Amish.
Pursuvant to Headquarter's letter of the
22nd and 29th instant on the narginally noted sub-
Jeet, it has been brought to the attention of the
department that a large number of bona fide adherents 7
of these sects were not actually members of the Chureh ...
on the 6th July, 1917.
It has accordingly been decided thatleave
may be granted, as stated in the letter of the 22nd,
on certificate of one of the Bishops whose names have
been submitted, to the effect that the man concerned
was prior to July 6th, 1917, a regular attendant at
the Church, and & bona fide adherent, and has since
actually joined the dhuroh.

“Captain D.A.A.G.
for a/Adjutant-General.
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COFY

Ottawa, Ont., May 31, 1918,

Sir: {

Referring to your recent interview,
I beg to state that your request has been favor-
ably considered by the Military Service Sub-
Committee and I enclose herewith, & letter gsent
to the General Officers Commanding, Military
Districte Nos. 1 and 2, (Tondon and Toronto)
on the subject. :
T have the honour to be; s . "~
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(8igned) T. Y. Tyndale,
Captadn, D.A.A.G.

Secretary,
Military Service Sub-Committee

W. G. Weichel, Esa.
Waterloo, Ont.
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mel Coudle,

e Helzme,
I3, Ruesor,
r. TBuscho,

Vineland Ons,, Mar, £2, 1018,
wers of Committce o Intervigm Zovemmment,
on-hResistunt Relief Crganization,
ath et g
z‘ letter addresacd %o the Premlar wha u.,k" aledeed ans fol i oun}
" four letticy of the 20tk Lﬁ:‘%t.\ﬁ.’uhﬁm v/ advisdng thas the Kon-Reslssant
ille £ Drounigation propoges %0 *fise a oharitable rv-a
5 be doncted o the ODoverrniant ag a roncrlal in aroreclation off the ®¢-
iZlous iiberty enloved by non-combhatant organizations, 1z to band 1ln the
basnce of the Prime Nintuter on ioportant sublie business. Your mugreasl ®
Jat & Committes apnolnted for trd whepous srould Inservien sho 40ve rn-
ont with rogerd te the work of the Orpanizktion will have eemsidesutlon
in e conrse., :
Pated Qtsawn, Feb,.Bsth, Yours very traly,
3igned, %60, W, Wwtes,
Priiie Sinistor's Secratany,

- B ¥ G0t faan , Bag.,
Vingland Ons.
A& secomd leer #as Poecived vesveprday ag £0) 0w,
: Qbiawa, Yardpdd, 16i7,
Dear 4‘5-0!{’-‘" ‘ : A
o I8 Surtler veferange 86 your letics of she 20tk of Peb
addrcssed to the Prime Min Luder, and gefe ‘srogd to the fom, My, Rowcll
Mr, Howsli asks ne %0 advias you thut a Camlites of the Cabinet will secs
you on Tuesday, the 261k of Foweh, at elevel-thivey a.m,, Roelt 58, East
Bloak, Ottawu, Wlll vou kindly enfiies shls spoolninant,
Ioups vory tauly,
Algned, J.8.A11en,
Assistont Secrvtasy.
bator In the duy a welegran ¢une stuting that the .;mom ant nad
beew chanzad Lo the 87tk of Nared,
: Affier csnuuitmar ®itk Bro, Ld.Burkkoides over the pboue, 1 mopiled
as foliows,~
: T6 She Honourable ¥y, XK.V, hmmn.
Honourable Silre,-

A Jobsayr from Mes ds E.M*a\.; Asslstuailt Beercbary, of ¥Hareh
18tr, sm Inz that on appelintoent rad been made for Lba Goanlttes of Lhe
Kon-Resistont Hellef Organizatlon on the 26th of March, was duly seceived,
Also a telegmas stating that she epsninteent was changed to Waeroh E9%th,
Our Cormitice will ¢steem Lb an honor to0 seet wlth thé Commivies of the
Cabinet, at the s$lme snecifled, Moreh 87¢r at eleven-shirty a.,
Boat rosteetlful iy, Youes,
Skgmed @.r.wtmm. dee. Ec, :

The Batice of arrand ng for the . Cormlstee’s necting was bft in t.hs
hands of the Prestdent of the Comkiittoe and aagmslzaum, Bro. Packhoider,
You have u indoubtedly tad notloe fros bim,

Youes for the amw / Z X

" gmererarr of the copmittoe,

ot SibadbE i - srimspindtl

e v

i il

£ Tl de it o il i e e S b e i o

E
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i ')’.1 rkho lde
Sa GUELE,
o8, Reecaor,
€. Gascho,
D.W.Helue,

Vineland ont,, Apr, 8, luls.

FPleuse note, hcrwith, the revort of the Concdttes which walted
on the Governnent on the 27tk of March.

5
b
3
b 3
el
€
e
i

Our CormitiCe, ™Mos. Recsor, David W, Helase und 3.F.Cofiman, mat with
F.8.8q008,1.,P, for South wWate 160, and arranged for a recting of the
;abinet Commlttee at the tenporary House of Parcilument, at 11.80 a.m, Bat
the appolintugnt was later changed 16 2.45 o.mn, The (A"m! Yre€ of tre Cabinet
a3 $0 have Inclided the Hon.J.A.Caulder, M.P., faskateka an, ¥Minlstcre of
Imnigration and Colonization; Hon. Arthur Melghan, ¥.P., Manltooa, Belre-
tary of the Intorior) Col. Vewbumm, Mintgster of ¥Militla, mnd Hon, N.W.
Rowell, President of the Councll, ™is belng the lust day of the sesslon o
Parllanent previcus o theé Easter ho!lday, the membe ‘g were excevtionully
busy and we¢ met withk Hon. JaA.Cauldcr and the Hon. 8.F.8cott only,

The nenbers of the Cove nmeni gave your Commitiee a veoy u.udiqvltc
rearing nd are very much interested 1n the purnese of our Organigation,
e presonted our vetitlon, a coay of wmhick 1g Anclosed, requesting them to
advise a metrod of nrocccdure and a rrocer anpliecation of the funds to be |
donated, and we also stated the danéitiﬁn which at mresent seem to Inter-
fe e wlt* tre carrgfgg cut ‘of our nurnoses., We nresented to the Tovermment
a statenent, agher the seound inclosed cony, dowing Bow there avpear 10 be
conflicting 1 3133 betweer our mon-resfstant Falth and the provizsicons of
the Military Service Act, we raquesting that we desire some statenent or
action on the nart of the Covermment which may clear un oupr standing with
the Covermment regarding the Military Semflce Act.

The merbers of tre Governnent whom we net have pronfiscd to take up
these matters w.th thelr fellow-members and with the proner offlclals at
the carliest vossible monent after tre Bastor Recens and fosward to yvyour
Bormittee & revort thereuson. They were glud for our exnlanation of our
situation and felt to glve us tre fullest assurancs that onr Interests
wonld not be dluregarded and our connleté exenntion from nllitarv gervice
would be allowed,

Asking that vou may ©ntimue to vray for your Comnlttee and thele
work, and for the Government and thelr efforts L0 deal rightecusly with
all of is ¢ltlzens, we are

Yours 1in the service of the Master,

8. F. Coffman, See.
for the Cormitide.

3
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Axn, to Gov't,
¢ A REQUEST OF A COM%ITTWE OF THE NON-RQS STANT RELIEF ORGANIZATION
to
A COMMITTEE OF THE CABINET
Regarding a Donation from Non-Reslstant Churches to be made to
the Government for Charitable rurnoscs,

Honourable sirst-

A3 represcntatives of the Non-Reslstunt relizlous bodle
kBOW‘ as Mennonites and Tunker , whose princliples of fulth regp rdalng tow
tal stalnance from war in anv fowm has been recognized and vrovided
for by our dovermnent in times vast by Lerisla¥ on and Orders in Counedl,
which Freed thren from all oblivations to militapy service, and for whid
recognition arnd vrovisions our neEomin huvc felt %o exnress thelr gratd-
tude by zlving to the Govermment a sum of money in thc rature of a
Memorlal which shall be used for ort"itan1( mirbeoses dauring “these tines
of need occamlorcd by the emcepntional hardskins Lr»Jf!: about by the
present war, we are vleased $6 mect vou at vour blddire and to ® nfer
a8 L0 the nroner charnels throvek wrhilceh to gonate this find and as to
1ts vrever use to accord with the folth of ourp neovlie, clving' them the
ovvortuniiy of reartily expressing thelr esteen of thelr Coverrnen t,

Permdt us to state that our pvenle have been srhabirn in

t}e works of charity and reifef of suffering oy glving rcnercusly of
ﬁ@&tﬁi DC 'fand means &5 far as vousistant whth trelr vesce- loving
priy eif'i’:%&; ThLs movenment on ‘guyga by~ "the Non-Resistant Rellef
NOveer S 15 abr ectal affort to do MOTe WOPK alon: Lhe e 'lmas

and to share nore fully in the veivations of thelr fellow cltizenes and
-ir the supsort of the chardtable work of the Jovermment., Your ausiastana
In devislng some means by whick trhis donation mav be made %6 the Govern-
ment 15 egarmestly solicited. We also desire thot our o nle May have th
assurance that itrhis fund can be used for tre rellef of hose who are
'oriky poor and who are irn actual need of relliif, either at hore or
abroad, \nreferably the relief of wido: 8 and ornhans/ who have N6 sup-
Port as war devendants, ov who mav not be included ir the ¢cla3s¢3
pledged the sunnort of the iove rament.,

i1t would glve us gréatvieasuvre to have comfired tc our

pecple the assurance that the total exemnt on 6f thoue of our #alth from

all milltary sevrvice is still ¢he rurnose of our Covernment. Wrhlde sach
pledges have been e ws glven to us fron sone of tre dem rifterts of the
Government, cthers have not seen £1t t0 30 Inte roret. the nrovistons of
the Mllitarf Service Aet, and many of our voung meén whoe roclstcred under
the sald Agt and clainmed exemntions on reliclous seounds have not hod ;
uniform declslons of theis elalms and mamy ave stlll held for noen-com-
batant clusses. Ous Rellef Orzanization had been fomed wisth 211 CON-
fldence of the Govemment's nusvose +o cagry out 13 policy of relicious

1tberty and its pledges to our veovle. We regrel that since ocur orguniza-
tlon we kave not met with the same aencouragenent, What the Government
nay do in m&k ing clear to the minds of our merbers 4hat our privileges
arc continued and guarded will meet with gratefl and heopty response
and, we trust, the devout thanks to God for the beneflcence of the
Governnent, and ardent pravers for Hls sustalning vower during these
tines of trouble, Your petiticnes who shall ever pray,




B D) aonits Archives of Ontario
ﬁm. to Govit.,
THE CORFLICTING POINTE8 BETWEEN THE PAITH OF THE NON-RESTSTANT
// CHURCHES AND THE MILITARY SERVICE ACT,
4
// d. 1f any service whatscever 1s requlred of Non-Reslstant beilevers, who
/ are nembery of such organized Churches, it nuliifies the pledges of
religious liberty on the flrst actual oceaslon that vrivileges of
exeniption could have been effoctive,

2., In following the advice of the Covemmnent in re® onse 1o the fleat call,
uﬂder the Military Servée Act our voung men were obliged tc reglater
ﬁndﬁt Clause 8 of the Exemptions, inserting the nane of the "Tunker,"or
. "Mennonite®,0r"Anish Mermonite® Chureh, thus describing the "tenets of

ftilh" a8 0Vposed to "combatant® servi ‘(. Thia incorrectly exnreases
our thltb‘ but no provisicns were made undee the Exemptlions Regulations
ggz*mrrecuy stating our faltrh and the grounds of our claims as on-

Posed to all forms of Millitary Service, whether “combutant®™ or non-coi-
#a’t&m.’ Hence tre Local and Bistelict Telounals could not do otherwlse
“than follow the dircctions of the Act and exemnt fron © mbatunt service
only, and our brethren not totalyvy exemnted are subject to ¥ilitary
service,

3, Our Deethren have not been uniformly dealt witk br the varlous Exenp-
tion Tribunals. Some have been exenpted as farmers, soNe as necessary o
home, othcrs until certaln classes or catagorics are calied and others
xemptoed £rom combatant service, deme few in the Sast and a number In
re Weat are Bxemnted aas Menmonites, The Militaev Sesvice Gouncll and
other heads of %o vemnent Departments have almost imifommly declaped
urxt the Vennonites and Tunkers are excevnted from Miiitary Service Act
and*havé no d)u‘ o ne fom tle reunder,” Our apneals to the mrious
1rlulnala, using the deeislon of the Milltarv Service Council, have not
met with any miceess in securing the release from ¥Nilldary Service of
_anv of cur voung men, and theu are still held, contrary to thelr falth,
as soldiers on leave of absence withoutwus pay, and are under the
¥illitary Authority of the Countrev, \

4, Dur pdhle have estcenmed the Intomiretaotion of the "Excentlions w0 the
Act®, that those coning under the Order in Councll of Aug. 13th, 1873,
iwcludgd ail Quakers, Tunkers and Mennonites whose llberties un der tre
atatutes of Canada had been continued to ther for nmany years, and whose
1tbertles were clted to the Mennonit s whe »ronosed lmmigrating to
Canada in order to confirmm thelr confldence in the continuance of trelr
falth in tris land, We could not balleve that the Ganadlan Gove mnent
had annulled in any degree those religlous llbortlies gnd imndnlitlies wkk
whichk our forc-fathers enjoyed.

The Cormnmitiee,




M ite Archi f i \
ennonite Archives of Ontario COPY,

Vineland ont,, Appill s5th, 1618,

Wr Justice Duff, ‘ :

Centeal Avnenl Judge,
Demrtoent of Justlcee,

Dstaw le

our Honours-
Resooaeting the avnes! of Jasenh Lre/aman, Ned A P
Ont., Serlal mmber 786880 AC, Congsecutive Number 820A, whichk ls an
appeal fron the declsion of t'e¢ A77¢al Trelbunal/at Xitchencr, Ont., and
ts.

L0 raaimiecd *r the Cengral Court Aprll 12%h, Do mit a £w fa

forwardine corressondonge which was fyrled for /seforgnee In cuse of g
apoeul 8 of Mgnnonites coming bofore your aurt, this i3 the first case
that has been brouzht 0 our attention as having becn allowed the prive
lege of avoeal to the Gentral Trimunal, We arve grateful for this
consideration, ' ‘

Our positlon as NMennmonltes, Anlsh Nennonltes and Tunkors

resuecting our Tenets of Falth and atiitude toward militaey serevice has

TS MY S CTITIN, e e LS S S s L e N o e SR B g s

not been deseribed by the BExemntion Cluvise of the Milltary Service Act
undes whleh our merbers were obliged to clalm exemption, since we hold
and huve held for centuries that all forns off nllltary service are.
onshstant with gur Christian pmﬁssm. e
o “WE Vave hoen informed b Looal and Anreal Tz‘lmzn
the Excentions $¢ the Act refecrcd %0 "'i‘(‘;"w '?%1 guidn Bretbhran who WoEre
granted evemption by Order in Counell Augus a%h 18972, We were »nleased
that the mllitarsy Servicelounell evnreascd uc oiﬂ"lcm that Mennonites
arc eveluded from the obcration of the Aet and hawg ne duty to perfom
thergunder. "he Tenets of Falth of the Fasian Memn eonuea and thelr
reaons for asking exenption from «ilitary wwmp ta the only adegaate
descel tion of ocur falth and grounds for our clgips, d'nee we hold the
sane prineivnies and the Mermonites the .sane articles of falth, and it
apvears to us to he tre only propes classiﬂoa%w t‘er us under the
Millitary Serwilce Act.
¥e belicve that 1t was not the ;:mrna' of the Jovermnent
in feuning the Willtary Service Act t6 reseri what should be the
articles of faith of any Church, and not thelr purese to linit in any
sence the nrivileges of well established and regopnized. religlous bodlw
we dutifully accent any limltations which may net imtesfare Witk our
sence of duty to our Saviours, but nray that these mest sasred princinie
of peace and good will, as exemplificd by Chelas, may be rocognized as
lawful and %mltmﬂ w8 by the elemency of our dovernrent,
WE are, most hurblv and falthfully,
Your seevants whe pray,

Since addressing ¥Your Fonour oy Decomber 7¢h, 1817, and
|
\

The Somities.
glemed, a.r.aorg%é L
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: Vineland Ons,, Aoril 9, 1918,
Bepthirent- Orcetinge,
You wkl! viense find enclosed a apy of o letiee
to the Chier Juastlee, Duff, regarding the oxe,ptlon clatms that ae Lol
alloied 0 © e of our brethren, THos 1s the flst case that has come to
mr at ention and we shouldfocl anew our intercats In our vouns broth re
and neay that the: nma find grace In the sight of ose vho are in
podltion to judke the righteousness of our cause and the legallty of
the meligion whileh we nedfcss 0 f.llow,

We truat to hear the results of the deolsion of this cuse in the eirsc
of & fow dars, C!thm" Reasures are nending in regard Lo the ¥ilitarr ser
vice act :nd we shold pra- that in the future we will be frecd foon
gome uf the trials that Bave come %0 un in this flrst ocu!l to fam igh
rocralte for the amy of the euntry, ;
In oonnect on with the work of the Committue Shat had to % with
the Ton-Reslaetunt Rellef Orranization, we have to seport that sone
menber3 of the Government have taken the cuse in hand znd #tll do
what ther can to have opre vosttlon made clear before the Govermoen s,
e are glad for thls intercat and wil! endeavor o0 render then au the :
© sssistance vessible in understanding cur falth and princlolcs and |
secusing sueh mmmwmmn our sors a9 wlll cnuble thes te
peesent our case Intelligently vefore the Government, Gonies of this
lgtter %o Chlef Justlice Daff will be fopwarded 30 them We Pave a2l zerd
oup blank forma to be filled in oncernine the declslens of the
Tribunals ‘hat bave aet:d on the awlmuaua of our WWys for cgenptonn.
This ro ort will Feln them %0 366 that we have not becrn allowed anv con
cessiong @neeming our falth, All gxe, tioms were allosed as were thom
of anr eonselentiocus objoetor and e ere not given that ek recog-~
nitlon, Theue r@ ort willbe comnlied forwarded as uoon as the :
retims are In, If gou have any infl in gesting these rPepo-ts sotin
¢4 spomptly, nlease do s0%  Contirue | .vp?w for the cause,
i i} % - Mﬂmtt

Ry | i ey LAl

o R

Yours in falth,




M‘mmtVes of Ontario Oeg:x‘!lzat ton,
*emhm o Govemaent,

_nur Brethpeni- Orc: ting,

Please rind enclosed o ® W of a letter 0 %
Qh! Justice reguriing the exemptlondof one of cup boys. Thils leticr 1
self explanutory., I have also sent gonles of 1% to the Committee that
«Mtuamuwwmmm Fall of last yeor, A wony of ,
 thlg same lotter is being gent to The m. 3. A m&kr and to Mr,

r. 8. Seott, who met with us in Otlawa,
?ku h the firat Qmﬂwt v that any of our ® vs have had u Mu_

mnm M‘ ﬂm requesy for &M mm n those who are
"WM&M&; t0 © me in wnd i"m that in
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Vireland9 Ont., April 30, 1918.
Christfﬁ’eascro,
Baden Ont.,

* Brotheri:— Greeting.

Your letter recelved todg, and ales the Money
Ordcr for $16.25, vbich repreets the good will Bmd love of ke young brethre:
for what scrvées we have endecavored Irn their behalf, in seduring thepriv-
ileges of frecdom of worshlp and servée 40 ocur God. I m only erry that our
efforts have, 6 far been producling sc uncertain results. It 1strue tht
as yet none of our bogs have been called upor to enter milltary servée.
We pay tht the test may not necd to come. May our hearts all be so tmue to
our Master ad lives so drawn to fellowship with Him that His love my
protest us ad His blessed, hand shelter us from the powers that might scek
to molest or hurt us in any way. We know that His handswere plerced by
Hid enemies and ours but, his hads arc now able to save us becase thg
are no longer ndled to a cross, They hold the Sceptre of the Kingdom of
God in heaven., We pray for His mighty defense nd deliwerarc.

We certainly fcel grateful to our brethren for what they hve dne for ug
Thelr help has come like Cod's ravens to Elljah, to bring us our didly bread
and make it nossible for us tc go on in our work for tre ¥ter. And we
pray that His blessing may return richly © all those interested in pirit-
nal bééssings that will enrich thelr lives and mle them to enjoy the full-
ness of His lee, May they all seek earnestly the Heavenly blessings of
peace and love and purity.

I menclosing agdn eme correspondence that has come back from the
Govermet, We hve not yet recCived the notice that we hve been €xpcting,
but trat that we mg@ soon hear favorably to the direct wuestions that
we bve sent to the Governmmmt, The military mattes have been taken out of
the §4nds of the Military Service Ouncil , wh ich 13 a branck of the civil
Government and has been placed largely in the hands of the Militia depart-
ment, Thls 1s the reason tkhat the &t letiers kich w have written to the
mepber of Parlliament has been referred to the Minister of Militaia, With
the Prime Minlster to hear from regarding our Rellef Organizat on and the
Minister of Militia mmd the rport of the Chlef Justlce Duff, we will
likély have a declsion regarding our positicn, I m erry that we have no
mnore definite informatlon to hand at present, We are still hoping nd
praying, and may the Lord direct these matters for us as He has done in
otrer things and at many other times,

Yours in faith,

5 # @j%w«

Dec

©




M. 8. A. 4 Onder In @unall, 1017, 1918,
o S liien oo nlite and Anlgh and
Sommitten of We-R, R, Opzanization, ;
Vinelund Gﬂ‘o. May N. 1918,
Srethrent- Gproetine,
Fle we note the folleowing cony of & lesice recelved
- fren the Hon, F, 8. Seott, M.P. This was weition after Ne, %elohel and
¥r, Beott had been IMlosviewed regariing the securing of exempions fop
afherenty of o.r Chi ches, Ne, Welchel agrecd to accompany Me, Beott to
Gttaw: for the musnose of Interviewing the Oovernment eonecrning those
macat lonae,
Othawa, Nay 178 1819,
Reve 8. ¥, Coffvan,
Vireland Ont.,
Dfury ¥y, Corfnant
e Welohel and nyself have boen endeavoring vesterday and todn
0 havenuliers arcnged 20 that your people will be exemnied fron the op-
erations of the Ondey In Counell vecently vassed, calling %0 the coclors the
young sen feoe 10-288. In thils, we think, we have been sueoesaful, We kad
an Interview vesterdir with the Militala Counell, The Minister of ¥ilitdd
wae present and after dlocuuaing the whole situation thorougkly, 1t was ase
ranged that we ahould seeure the numes of Bighops or someone in anthopity
whe @uld Lasse ecrtificates of nembeeshipy in sour Chorsh, The Offfecs
Commandivg the Militasy Distrlet will then bg mathorized to accent these
Nﬂvmﬂﬁﬁ and sllow the oen off on leave,
Kindly thercfore foward to ne us qulekly as possible the rmes of Bose
0 whe the Govermment could refor,*

It does met apvesar deule.ble, ut the present tine, %0 have thls in-
fomation nade public, %e 4o not want 1f 40 get Int. the pavers, We on-
deavired furthey %o bave thls anoly %o She adhorents of he nebers of your
Chuprek, 'ut up to the present tine we have not boen able to arrnge thls,
and I migt eonfexs that 't seens doubtfnl at the vresent momfent that we
w1l be sble to 4o s0. If the Sovemment were t6¢ do this, 1t would be ex-
tending privileges beyond that eontalned in the orlginsl Mliltaey Service
Aet, a3 the ¥ilitupy Service Act granted exensiion only $o Sose who were
nenbers, 1t good etanding of vour Chungh,e ; :

*He hve polnted out that the youmg mem of your falth do not enter the
Crareh at an esrly age, a5 & mile not wntll they have marsled. The answer
::mumm mestion of adheremts at all, would lay the door epen

m‘l

*He wlli keep you ifomed Lf there 19 any further change 1n the situs-
tlom, Mpr, Gelehel rotums home tonlght and will trnedlately got 1n toneh W
with soue peovie 1n his own dl trios,.*

Yours very sincerely,
Fes/ung, 2igned, P, 8, Seots,

The folliowing is my reply %0 the etter of ¥p. feott.
¥Yineland oms., Hay 2otk 18le,
mﬂ " 't m“' ”.' F.

House of Commons,
tiavw .
Doar slpic Ot

: ¥our faver of the 11%: Way, vecoived and noted witr plessure, We
wiah %o thank you for the Imte st you have saken on behalf of our pacple
and for the siceesstul arrangenent with the GovemBt Pogamilng the oxennte
lon of nembera of our Churches fror the recent Ordor 1» Suncll ealling




MeBleAs and Ly In G, ~ N f0--R,

Mennonite Archives of Ontario ;
inte service men fou 10 %0 £5. On a seravatc sheet I an eumplying wisk
your request for the naves of Blshops and ¥inisters vhe wlll be respons ble
te slgn eccrtificates of nadberally for any of our voung sen,

Since the fcoent adviee to the Distrlict Reglstrars tah ¥ennonites are
consldencd as excented fron the H.8.A, we have Instracted our young men
o wers previously colled and whose elalns hod been cunecléd by the Crder
in Codmell, th s they should Dresems thelpy Church gortificates when called
and seclre thelr exesipiions, We are pleased 0 atate It thelr ¢lalnms have
thus far beon honored, e have alse instruste the young »en, whe sre PeM-
bers,sf-0d thut under the Exceptlions accorded us, they need not reglster
under the Order In Councll, ™%, 1n guse they are aporoashed as def.ulters
under the Aet, that sthey sheuld swesent thelr Wembership Certificates as
evidence tht they have she rlght %o glalm exempd on from service, We have
been careful to grant ecrtifieutes only to L ose who are actual vewbers in
good standing, We have inst-ueted thesm to Xesp thele Chureh Certificutes
eomstantly In thelr pousesslon as evidence to any who nisht spnroach than
for reisaons for not being in service., I this 19 net 1in accord whtr your
arrangesents, please let me know, %0 that we will be able t¢ comniy with
the sume, We hod hoped that full recognition would be sccorded as under the
Exceptions for ¥Mennonitea,

AS %6 the question of adhecents, we deslee tht all that can posalnle
be done to grunt wellef would ve in opder, since cur wung neople are
strongly persuaded coneuming the prinelnles of our fulth although not
Gieribers of the Chech, Gould ther mot be avsigned for non-combatant ser loe

h Canuda, 1f not exemvied,
s mmmmmmmmmnmmmwmvmu
‘.Mmm inprisened for sefuning to necent nilttary? servvioe,
Thanking you rfor past fuvers, I an,
Moet gralefully,®*
Slgned, §.F.Cofnan,
For the Sonmlttes.

The follwing list of nanes was sent, of persons who would plgn oertif-
lentes of Membershin,
mnonites,- Blshons, Jonas Snider, Abran Singerled, Vanssseh Hallman,
fRan; Acuing Blahon, L.J.Barkholder; Apveinted oy Connittes, Jo!m
W, fariok,

m» Frecman Rlstembouse, dzra L. Martin, and Winleter, Thes. Recser
',.,z_ Blahops, Danlel H.2telnman, Chri tiss Zehr, Dantel 5.
J’M olas a-mr, John J. Kuepfer, Joseph W.kuesfer, Jaocob Liehty,

i Christ, - Slders Bemel Goudle, €,%,000d, Minlst-

‘ by xnee Lo slgn certifloates,~ M.Bricker, J,%lwell,
'cm' I.M‘hl&al‘, P. m‘; B Mﬂm. Re ﬂ‘h‘!“"ﬂg‘”. K.R'M!. Az
Gooding,JN.Ritehing, B.ter Hoyer, ¥.H,Schwaln, l.aoivem»lmr. C.1l.8inden,
DeJi%0ma, A.S.Wardor, W.Yates, F.J,lernan,

I #dd/ sleo appended the nmes of she "Tunker “rethsen, 30 thut they
might be known, in cuse the Jowernment grants the hened fop exenution -
Elders, Asa Dearss, Jokn auu, D.¥W.felses Vinisters, Fred Elllett, John
AJMgh, Slmon Cober,

‘ The adivesses wore given also, and the sucgstlon shat she 1ias might
be ehanged or added to as oecaslon might wequlrs, and sugzesting thot
aathentlo llats fron Confusenmce Pep 288 might be riled with the Cove mrest
for reforcnoe, I luve 9end the 1188 of our @uference and sould mogest th
- Other Conference 46 0 as far as rouslble,
Trasting the t these 9tepn wlil meet your woproval and th ¢ $hi9 Po-
»ort will be used ond mot pubilely advertised, 1m, 57, ZFFrau
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