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A. Introduction To The Project

As indicated in the project proposal, Mennonites from Mexico
were to be interviewed. These Mennonites are primarily from a
subgroup of the 1870's migration from Russia to Canada; their
most common designation is 0l1ld Colony Mennonites. In the 1920's
large numbers of this group migrated to Mexico from Manitoba and
Saskatchewan; in the 1950's some of them began to return to Can-
ada, particularly to Ontario. The largest numbers came to Ontario
in the 1960's and early 1970°'s.

B. Methodology, General Observations and Findings

During the course of the project, 48 interviews were recorded
on cassette tape. In addition, many other informal conversations
were held daily as potential informants were encountered in the
course of a day's work. Of the 48 interviews, 10 were conducted
in the Leamington/Wheatley area, 5 in the Kitchener area, 1 in
the Niagara Peninsula and the remainder in the area between
Aylmer, Tilsonburg and Port Rowan. These four areas correspond
to the four major areas in Ontario where the Mennonites from
Mexico have settled. The line of questioning in the interviews
can be broadly categorized as centering in two areas. The
first area concerned the personal history of the individual
being interviewed. The interviewee's background in Mexico was
traced. Social, economic, educational and occupational factors
in the person's life in Mexico were explored. The reasons for
emigration to Ontario generally emerged once this background
was completed. Attention was also given to the actual process
of emigration. Details of the trip, experiences at customs and
problems with immigration or citizenship papers were also
explored. The subsequent life in Ontario was investigated
particularly with regard to social, economic,educational and
occupational experiences. The second broad area of investiga-
tion involved the religious factors. The history of the churches
in Mexico and Ontario was traced. Details of the formation of
the different churches in Ontario were given special attention.
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Further informal information gathering was facilitated by
personal involvement at two Immigration Inquiry sessions in
London, Ontario. Detached observation of the counselling of
new arrivals from Mexico and of those whose papers were in
process was flso valuable exposure. These activities were
made possible through the generous assistance of staff persons
working for Mennonite Central Committee of Ontario.

Of the forty-eight interviews conducted, twenty-six were
either in total or in part in the Low German. It should be
noted here that facility in the English language on the part of
the Mennonites from Mexico was somewhat higher than at first
anticipated. The interviews can be further analyzed with
reference to the church affiliation of those interviewed. All
except 2 of the interviewees were of Mennonite origin. Eleven
were 01d Colony Church adherents; eighteen were members of or
associated with the Evangelical Mennonite Mission Conference;
three were Soomerfelder Mennonite Church members; two were
members of the Evangelical Mennonite Church; five persons
were connected with the United Mennonite Church; threee were
Mennonite Brethern members; three were adherents to the Gottes
Gemeinde and one belonged to the Open Bible Baptist Church
(Independent Baptist).

The length of time that the interviewees had lived in
Canada varied significantly. The interviewer was able to
interview the first Mennonite from Mexico who came to Ontario
in 1952. A family that had arrived in May 1979 was the most
recent of the immigrants that were interviewed.

The project has made possible a+ more accurate estimate
of the population of the Mennonites from Mexico in Ontario.
Earlier their numbers were thought to be around 8000 ( men,
women and children). Asaresult of the interviews, the
population estimate 1is more accurately placed at between
five and six thousand. The interviewer has further determined
that persons of Mexican Mennonite origin are involved in at
least ten different Mennonite and non-Mennonite church groups.
During the course of the interviews, the origins of six of

~  these groups were investigated in some detail. In each case,
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key persons actually involved in the formation of these groups
were interviewed. Cooperation in the interview process was
excellent.

Persons to be interviewed were generally selected only upon
the recommendation of other individuals.who were acquainted with
the potential informants. Special mention must be made of the
excellent support given by Rev. David And Helen Friesen of
Aylmer in the interviewee-selection process. Their wide
acqaintance among these people proved to be an invaluable
resource.

As with most projects of this type, there were several
major diappointments or difficulties. First of all, the
number of documnets or photozraphs collected was less than
anticipated . There may be several reasons for this. The
Mennonites from Mexico have only recently begun to make wide-
spread use of the camera. Thus, there are few existing
photographs. In Mexico, the use of the camera was, in fact,
discouraged. 01d documents or books were alos not numerous,
often because they had been left behind in Mexico and never
been retrieved. During the course of the project, it also
became apparent that in some ways the Mennonites in Mexico are
virtually a pre-literate society. Oral traditions are part-
icularly strong but the written materials are not. Even in
Ontario, the 0ld Colony and Sommerfelder Churches have few
congregational records. Little information, other than the
yeérly church census figures, is recorded and filed.

Two written sources that were located are worthy of
mention in this report. Five of the 01d Colony Mennonite
Bishops in Manitoba Saskatchewan and Mexico have had some of
their writings published. Four of these volumes were located
and copied. Two of them are fairly well known in Mennonite
circles, but the others are rare.

A second written source was perhaps the most significant
and exciting discovery of the whole project. The private
diary of Jacob J. Peters was located. The diary, written in
longhand Gothic German, consists of four volumes encompassing
the years 1915 to 1934. Although the originals were returned
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to the Peters family, the diaries were copied on microfilm at
Conrad Grebel College. The diary is especially noteworthy

since the author was a school teacher in Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Mexico. The years covered in the diary are very important
years in the history of the 01d Colony Mennonites. )

A second frustration in the project was the inability of’
the interviewer in the locating of non-church-going Mexican
Mennonites for interviews. Seemingly these persons make little
or no contact with the other immigrants from Mexico and thus
simply seem to disappear!

A third frustration was the distances that had to be
covered in the interview process. The methodology of an intro-
ductory visit,followed by another visit for the interview, was
soon abandoned because of time limitations and also in an
attempt to keep the transportation costs within the budget.
Generally an introductory phone call followed by the actual
interview was the extent of the contact.

C. Conclusion

This project on the Mennonites from Mexico is a good
beginning in the preservation of historical data regarding this
group of people. It could likely form the core of a deeper
study of this ethnic/religious minority. Further research in
other parts of Canada, particularly Manitoba and Saskatchewan,
and also in Mexico would be necessary to adequately cover the
full range of sources. It has become evident to the interviewer
that a major hisbrical/sociological study of the Mennonites from
Mexico is certainly warranted. The religious groups that have
been mentioned in this report need to be studied not in isola-
tion from each other but as part of a larger religious minority
movement in order that the full extent of the conscious and
unconscious interaction between these groups can be identified.
The interviewer would suggest that the oral history project
has researched the Mennonites from Mexico to the extent
necessary to achiesve a reasonably accurate understanding of the
Ontario movement only. The oral history and traditions
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of Ontario need to supplemented with further research of the
written and oral sources in other geographical areas.

D. Summary Financial Report

Travel, Lodging and Supplies

Month of May 406,91
" June 553.85
" July 664,10
" August 211.28
TOTAL 1836.14
Salary
L4 months @ $900/month 3600.00

TOTAL PROJECT COST $5436.14
(Projected budget was $6230.00)
Ron Sawatsky
September 17, 1979

129 Erb St. W /
Waterloo, Ontario
N2L 1T7

phone: 519-886-0279
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- Occupation befors emigration

. Narnes of ship, shipping lines, steams‘up agens, travel agents, inns, etc.

 First residences i in Canada (10~auon with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

- Information about children and other kin

~ Other remarks _ BENMAN grew up_as 01d Ceclony Mennonlte. Upon arrlval in Onbamwo"“

- e ruiucuural thstory oaziely of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 117 v .

IDENTIFICATION FORM ' L . Submission Form No, 009130
Name__:lenry (Hein) Banman ' Maiden name o 3 @
Address 69-Fo:est Ave. - v . Telephone __7.73-9780,

_ Aylmer, Ontario NSH 1A5 ' o ' ' o | .
Date of bisth_March 27, 1912 , Place of birth _Wymark, Saskatchewan
. . ) Town/City State of origin ‘

Ethnic group Mexican Mennonite Religious identity Mennonite.

Size of hometown Small village _ Ageat time of departure Aged 1(? when, to Mex.

Brief description of migration route. NOLC pnor continental z md trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation 1o purt,

. port, date ofembamanon port of arrival, etc.)

To Mexico in 1922 via train and then return in 195@ via autonob11

Returnasd to Ontario rafher than Sask.

" Date of arrival in North Aunerica 1st in 1954 Permanent in 1962, i

“Around Aylmer, Ontarlo. ' e e

‘First occupations in Canada (names of emplo,lers ethnic origins of fel*ow employ ees)

Tobacco & vegetable laborer with his family.

Anna Klassen, Born September 7, 1912 at Swiftcurrent, Saskatchevan.‘

Married July 30, 1933 in Cuauntemoc, Mex1co.

v

8 children - oldest is 45 & youngest is 27.

L3N

he remained 014 Colony for several years and then changed to tne Evangelical
Mennonite Migsion Church in Aylmer. . )
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- '  INTERVIEW LOG FORM TNo. 7348 \
1

Hoskin Ave,, Toronto, Guianto MSS 117

NAYVE OF PEASCN INTERVIEWED: __ _ L __‘*N§§§“AD o R Henry e
Surnaoma . . Given Names

DATE OF iNTERVIEW: __May 17, 1676 -LENGTHOFINTERVEW/_-_}“hourv§"&§-91QQiiE__m.

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: _ BIOUXAKeX (interviewee"s home) 69 Forest Ave., Aylmer.

D AN = eEn- Low German 2

LANGUAGE USED: 3 NUMRER OF TAPES .

iINTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: Anna Banman (wife of intervieweze)

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: 1ape 1, Side A: Farly memories of Manitoba and Saskatchewan - Corneli Banman, the fathep-
Banman family moves to Mexico and later father moves back to Manitoba - Anna's parents to Mex. in 1927
details of the move - move into the Swift Pian - deaths in family from eating "bad pork" - Anna'‘'s first
15 years in Saskatchewan - compulsory education in the 1920's - schools and the flag - the school questipn
today -~ Henry and Anna's cortship - Tape 1, Side B: laborer in Mexico, wages - financial problems one of
the reasong for move toc Ontario - +the 0id Col. church of Mexico described - baptism and marriage - '
memorizing the catechism - details of marriage - Swift Plan and the rotating ministers - use of the
Confession of Faith in baptiemal instruction - understanding of doctrine and catechism - bocks in the
hiwe such as Bible, Martyr's Mirror, lMennon Simons Writings, Hymnbook -~ christian teaching in the home -
ape 2, Side A: 1952 Henry works in Saskatchewan for 4 months - several summers in Ontario 1959, 1961

u

and 1963 - reasons for summers in Ontario - 1965 to Ontario via California! - working as illegal aliens
in Calif for 5 months - to Ontario ahead of the law! - first impression and experiences in Ontario -
language problems - racial prejudice - early days of the 01d Colony  in Ontario - beginnings of church
from Manitoba - early experiences among the Ont Cld Col. - relations to Mex Old Col. - differences be-

tween O1d Col. Ontario and Mexico -~ use of Unser fTag llCh Brot by Banmans -

>R OFFICE USE ONLY:
%/m /T /

A !
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ATE OF SUBMISSION:
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ACQUISITIONS SUMMARY - INDIVIDUALS

ETHNIC GROUP - Mennonite from Mexico . €T

"DONOR'S NAME & ADDRESS - Henry Banman, 69 Forest Ave,, Aylmer, Ontario
. - N5SH 1A5 _
MSR # - 009130

-

CONTENTS - (Unres*ricted) (all were copi:d) .
1- "ABC Buchstabier und Lesebuch" 1953 edition,also known as the "Fibel"
2- Catechism of the Gental Conference Mennonites in Mexico 1966 edition
3- Catechism of the 0ld Colony Mennonites of Mexico 1954 edition

b- "Von Russlands Steppen nach Amerikas Goldfeldern" by Don P. Unger 1921
~ 5- Starks Handbuch ‘ '

(Xeroxed copies of the above are held in the Archives at Conrad Grebel College

EXTENT - PAGES 750 approx. (F
- ITEMS P : .
TAPES -~ 2 -Log Form # 7348 PHOTGGRAPHS -
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The Mullicultural Histor ry & oceicly of "Ontario

S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7343 [
| — — l
NAME OF PERSCN INTERVIEWED: (ReVo John Bal’imﬁln) : Banman Rev. John
’ : Surnarne Given Names
PLACE CF INTERVIEW: 75 Scotbhhere Crescent, London, Cntario NEE 1Z9
LANGUAGE USED: EngliSh k ; NUMBER OF TAPES 3

INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: Neta Banman (wife of interviewce)

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: Tape 1, Side A: Biographical data - memories of childhood in Mex - Neta's family to
Manitoba in 1951, to Ont in 1956 - John to Onyario in 1957 - the first families who settled in Ont -
John & Neta courtship - parent's occupations in Mex - transporting & sales of machinery from US to lex -
Tape 1, Side B: Baptism and Marriage in the 0C in Ont June 1960 - the role of Jake Neudorf in OC begin
in Ont - married by Rev Peter Harder - MatheSon‘experiment - involvement of John & Neta in Ont OC churf
- details of the death of son Michael & "crossroads" in their life - John's election as OC vorgteher -
Tape 2, Side A:; role of vorsteher in OC church - the "sunday school" in OC - John attepmts to initiate
Bible studles among the OC - John asked to quit as vorsteher - 1left church in 1969 in fall - Henry
Peters relatonshlp to Jaco@lgnd OC church and the EMMC - Tape 2, Side B: Details of John's release as
vorsteher - differmnces betwean Mex & Ont OC churches re: cars, dress, use of the bann, education -
education today and reasons for 0C move to Mex in 1920's - EMIC church membership by the Banmans -
the English church split in Aylmer - issues within the church today: language, eschatolology, soteriolcg
and leadership - Tape 3,Side A: the background to the Henry Peters story - Peters elected as 0C ministg
while still Kleinegemeinde member - Ybeginning of the Sommerfelder church - relations to Peter Dyck of
Banmans - details of Sommerfelder split ¥XX¥ in 1976 and formation of EMC church at Mt Salem

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: Cf/y
- // ( /)’ ! '
DATE OF SUEMISSION: A 7 z) _ -
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The Multicullural History Saciety of Ontario
5 Hoskin Ave_, Toronto, Ontario 35S 1H7

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 009196

Nﬁr’?’ev -John Banman Maiden name

Address 75 Scotchmere Crescent

Telephone —
London, Ontario N6E 1Z9
Date of birth June 25, 1939 Place of birth Swift Plan, Mexico
Town/City State of origin
Ethnic gronp_Mennonite from Mexico Religious identity ___ EMMC
Size of hometewn Age at time of departure

Occupaticn before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) . R :

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America S€Veral times after 1956, permanent in 1959 m

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

Fizst occupztions in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

farm laborer - tobacco & tomatoes

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)
Neta Klassen, born' April 5, 1941 in Manitoba Plan, Mexico

Married at Springfield, Ontario on June 26, 1960

2 male aged 16 & 18, a third child was

information about children and other kin
killed in an accident in 1968,

Giher remarks  2arly family. history of John is contained in an interview
with his father Heinrich (Hein) Banman.
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The Multicultural History &aciety of Ontario

S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7064)\
, —
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: Driedger Elfrieda
Surname Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: __ 941y 9, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: _¥5 minutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: BR 5» Leamington (interviewee's home)

LANGUAGE Usep: __=nglish NUMBER OF TAPES !

INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: ___None

SUMMARY OF cONTENTs: £2Pe 1, Side A: Biographical data - recollectiom of formal and informal first contacts
y¥ith Mexican Mennonites - nurses training - NCC service in Leamington as assjistant to the public health
services unit - Eleanor Mathies assignment with MCC in public health work in EEREX County - Elfrieda's
continuing involvement in advocacy work as assistant to David Friesen - Immigration and Citizenship Deptp
Hletails of laws and involvement in paperwork with these depariments - Gen¥al impressions of the immigran
is they arrive from Mexico and settle - Tape 1, Side B: School problems - truancy supported by the
parents - general impressions of health concerns - sense of spiritual awareness of the people - some

have strong commitment and others not as strong - mindset from Mexico that enters into the persons .

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: /
. ~ c
DATE OF SUBMISSION: Se 5[0 ) = :
Me mg!w ite Archives of Ontario . C\ Meﬁonites from Mexico m, istory Project finding aid o Hist. MsgA3
MAT. SUBMISSIO REPORT No.: MEn)- 73@ Y - DL 3 CODE NO.




* The Mullicullural History Saciety of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 009292’4’
Name Elfrieda Driedger Maiden name =
Address RR 5, Leamington, Ontario N8H 3V8 Telephone 526-7144
Date of birth 1928 Place of bicth _ L€@mington, Ontario

‘ v Town/[City State of origin
Ethnic group Canadian Religious identity General Conference Mgnnonlte
Size of hometown Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.)

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

 Date of arrival in North America ’ Q

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Information about children and other kin

Elfrieda continues to assist the'Mennonites coming in from Mex@g

Other remarks
with their paperwork at immigration and citizenship departments. She has
also worked for 15 months ass a volunteer for Mennonite Central Committee
in Leamington. '
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The Multiculural Histor y&aicly of Onlaro
S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSb 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 733 3 \
\
i 4 C i P .
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: _ : ‘ DUECK Rev. ?Eﬁ?;lusﬂawuwwm_o.“
' Surnang Given Names
R ‘ 49 3 b
DATE OF INTERVIEW: May 30, 197§ - LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: . 59“@¥§Bm?§ e
PLACE OF INTERV!IEW: RR 6 ’ Aylmer, Cntario NSH 2R5
. : H 1
LANGUAGE UseD: __English : NUMBER OF TAPES
INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky
OTHERS PRESENT: None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTs: _Tape 1, Sdde A: Personal history of C.F. Dueck - To ontario in September 4, 1976 -
EMC beginnings in Ontario - role af the EMC Board of Missions - EMC members in Mt. Salem Church are
mainly former Sommerfelder - the role of Henry REI Peters - split in the Ontario Sommerfelder church
in May or June 1976 - +the role of X® Peter Dyck - Summers Corner school for services #n September
1976 - rental of church 5 miles west of Port burwell - De Fasco Bo. buys the property - purchase of

2 room school in Mt. Salem on Hwy # 40 - Size of congregation over the xxEEx Three years - relation
of the group to the larger EMC confernee - future expansion by EMC's - general impressinn of Dueck cf
the Mexican Mennoms - new outlook of the people - no. of members in group,15 at beginning now 21 membersg
Tape 1, Side B: the church executive of the local church consists of the pastor, Henry Peters and Henry

Klassen - Sunday School and ¥oung Peoples (end)

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

4
J'Z {40 o, >
DATE OF SUBMISSION: (/Lb/ ////;>$7
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The Multicultural History Saciety of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S$ 1H7 N
IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 009141

s

Rev. Cornelius F. Dueck "
Mazaiden name

Address___RR 6, Aylmer, Ontario N5H 2R5

Name

Telephone __7 73"85_6_9 .

March 10, 1920 Rosenort, Manitoba

Date of birth Place of birth

Town/City State of origin
Ethnic group___Mennonite Religious identity _Mennonite (EMC)
Size of hometown Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

. Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) , AR :

Names of ship, shipping Jines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America _

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s piace of birth and ethnic identity)

information about children and other kin __€Ve Dueck is the first fulltime minister to
b2 sent to Ontario by the Evangelical Mennonite Conference (EMC) of

Steinbéch, Manitoba. Their members at Mt. Salem, Ontario are all

Mennonites formerly from Mexico. ¥

Other remarks
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The Multicaltural istery Saziely of Onlaric |
c = ¢ a4 i
§hmnuAunmmﬂuOnw0358hJ INTERVIEW LOC FORM No. 7334 i
§
AR BT s~
NAMT OF FERSON INTERVIEWED: _ HyEXX DYCK Cornelius e
: Surname Given Names
lMay 2 1979 . 2 hou
DATE OF INTERVIEW: y 29, 1979 - LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: houss _

RR 1, Port Rowan, Ontari inte ee's
PLACE OF INTERVIEW: ' » Ontario (interviewee's home)

Low Germs '
LAMNGCUAGE USED: ) lan NUMBER OF TAPES

Q
INTERVIEWER(S): __ ~om Sawatsky

Jif i ~viet (Sarah
OTHERS PRESENT: Wife of interviewee )

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: _Tape 1, Side A: Biographical Data - births in Manitoba - , Marriage in 1934 - memorie:
of #anitoba and Saskatchewan - reasons for migration to Mex - the migration to Mex - pioneering in lex-

land dividion in Mex - the rubber tire controversy in Mex - Bishop Isaak M. Dyck difficulty in regulatir

the people - Tape 1, .Side B:; First churches in Mex - Igsak Dyck described - lives of several other

OC Bishops also discussed - Johannes Friesen, Johan Loepky, Johann Wiebe - Bishop Dyck described as

unifying factor within the OC churches - election of ministers in the OC tradition - schools in Mex -

textbooks discussed - level of understanding of Catechism discussed - other books used in X HMex by

- courtship of Cornelius and Sarah - marriage and first years of life together

ide A: land problems in Mex - reason for coming to Canada related to these problems - came

f“\.

directly to Cnt and work in tomatoes & tobacco - 1life in Ont - 1st impressions of Ont -~ schcol for
the children in Ontario - chenges in curriculum since 1960 - were the parents right when they left

Cenada for Mexico? - Tower of Babel irterpreted as God's instruction for races to be kept separate -

FOR OFFICEUSE ON LY

DATE OF SJE“/HS [ON:

MAT. SUBMIS, ON REPORT No.:

+he Cntario 01d Col. church from 1960 (history) - role of Peter Harder - Tape 2, Side B: Petex Harder
continued - iztion to Manitoba 01d Ccl - ordination of Ministers and purchase of church buildings -
Bishop Henry Reimer - function of deacon, vorsteher, vorsingers - propagation of melodies in Choralbuct

s
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r ‘x' - . - ™ »
['he Multicultural History c%ocxdy of Onlario
5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7 .
IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No._ 009142

. Corneliu ?
Name 1us Dyck Maiden name

586-2318

Address RR 1, Port Rowan, Ontario Telephone __~

“ L N K e
Date of binh _February 11, 5% (10 Place of birth _Schanzenfeld; Saskatchewan
Town/[City State of origin
Ethnic group_Mennonites from Mexico IhhﬁmmMmercld Colony Mennonite
O

" 1 o Mex., Ontario
Size of hometown Age at time of departure 5% lex. 50 to On

farmer

Occupation before emigration

_ Brisf description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, cate of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) R :

By truck to Ontario from Mexico

A6 W Q\\lm,l\ ke WA RX,

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in Norih America May 3, 1960

First residences in Canada (Jocation, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

Port Rowan area

’l‘!

1rst cecupations in Canada (names of employers, ethaic origins of fellow employees)

Laborer in tomato and tobacco farmzx

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)
"Sarah Dyck, July 7, 1917 born in Rosengard, Manitoba
Married on July 21, 1934

1% children (oldest is 43 & youngest is 18)

Information about children and other kin
7 female and 7 male.

Mr. Dyck is the oldest Vorsinger in the 01d Colony churches

O:ner remarks _

of Untaric. He %22 retired.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



'he Mullicullural History Sceiely of Onlario ;
5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 70U8 \ :
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED. ‘Dyck Peter
Surname Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: Ju.’i.__y 12, 1979 o ' LENGTH CF INTERVIEW: 1 hour 8nd__15 minutes

FLACE OF INTERVIEW:  RR 2, Wheatley  (interviewee's home)

LANGUAGE USED: Low German | NUMBER OF TAPES 2

INTERVIEWER(S): __Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: __lone

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: T@pe 1, Side A:; Biographical data - childhood in Mex - parents were very poor for many
years - Peter worked in retail stores for a number of years - reasons for the move to Ont - (relattions
in Ont, easier to make living, migration to Bolivia from Mex) - details of the N move to Ont - details

of making immigration papers - language difficulties on arrival in Ont - places of employment in Ont -
Tape 1, Side Bs the education question - did the parents do the right thing by moving to Mex - start of
OC _in Wheatley - Bornelius Giesbrecht school at Boatsworth - 1st families who participated in OC church
purchase of the present property in 1966-67 - new church building dedicated in 1975 - the role of the
vorsteher in the church - (Dyck is vordteher) - +the ordination of the ministers in the Ont OC - ministels
names listed - bishop Henry Reimer, Jalob Giesbrecht, Jacob Wiebe and Henry Peters have left the church -]
pvopulation of 0ld Colony members im the Wheatley area - the move to Seminole - background to the move - |
Henry Reimer's ideas regarding the world'- investigatinr of land in Illinois ~ 1land there too expensiv
Tape 2, Side zA: people from Mex called Reimer to inform of land availability in Seminole - 3 persons
sent to explore the possibilitiXes - peter Dyck elected to go also but refuses because of his own sus-
picions that the venture was not a good one - further details cf the arrangements and actual move - Reimer
leaves secretly - liked Reimer alot as bishop- not as happy with the new bishop (Quiring) .
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The Multicullural Hislory Saciety of Ontario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7

Name__ Peter Dyck Maiden name

Address__RR 2, Wheatley, Ontario NOP 2P0 Telephone 825-7424

Date of birth_SePtember 28, XBRZ 1938 Place of birth _Manitoba Blan, Mexico - Campo 2
Town/City State of origin l ’

Ethnic group___Miennoniye from Mexico Religious identity _ 01d Colony

Size of hometown Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.)

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America__ April 22, 1965

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

Aylmer area - then moved to Wheatley within the first year

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Farm laborer, then in grocery store and finadly a factory

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)
Anna Neufeld born December 7s 1939 on Nord Plan, Mexico - Campo 41

llarried September 1958 in Mexico

Information about children and other kin
8 children - oldest is 17 and youngest L.

Other remarks PYCK 1s the Vorsteher in the Wheatley 0ld Colony churckh.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



The Multicultural History Saciely of Onlario

S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7075 \
. ] ‘\
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: Epp - Henry
Surname : Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: July 31, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: 50 minutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: 702 - 125 Indian Rd, Kitchener (interviewee's home)

. .
LANGUAGE USED: English , NUMBER OF TAPES ___+

INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatkky

OTHERS PRESENT: _ Susan Epp 8 (wife of interviewee)

SUMMARY OF CONTENTSs: _Tape 1, Side A: (0:00) Biographical data - life before marriage of Henry - Susan life

- places livéd in - (10:00) move to Leamington in 1969 - details of places of employment - (15:00) ENMNC
church in Leamington beginning with Jake Hoeppners - Hoeppner donates part of his property for church -
(20:00) details of first services even before Epps arrived - United Mennonite Educational Instituse used
for Sunday services - also Hillman United church on Wednesdays - (25:00) size of group while at UMEI -
65 to 70 persons - other names of attenders - Tape 1, Side B: (0:00) details of building the present

before marriage - summer work in Ontario - (5;00) marriage in Mayfeld, Manitoba- activities after marriaf

EMMC churbh building - Epps leave EMMC church when Gordon Browns arrive - Epp involved in founding and
running of Sun Parlour Christian Mens Association - (5:00) work of the Association - later church

involvement of Bpps at New Testament Church - (10:00) to Kitchener in 1977 - details - reasons for move

assist Susan's parents, Peter Buhlers - The split away group in !976-77 ~ reasons for split were theolo

1

gical, and practival - (15:00) split details continued - .
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X c - . ..--v\-v./sv_\-\’lv\j NN/ LCLLE O
5 Hoskin Avz., Toronto, Ontario MSS 117

IDENTIFICATION FORM ' . AR ~ Submission Form No. 009304
Name Hlenry Epp Maiden name ‘ — ‘ 'q
Address_702- - 125 Indian Rd., Kitchener, Ontario - ) Telephone _893-5137
' N2B 238 S .o
Date of binpS€Ptember 27, 1934 | ' mngfmﬁhwaldheim,lSaskatchewan 

TownICny ) Smtc of origin

Ethnic group Canadian Mennonite - Re]mous]denmy EMMC .

-

Sizz of hometown S Ageat tx_me of departure ___

-~ Occupation before emi a'anon

Brief cesciiption of migration route. I\ote prior continental a md trans-atlantic migfaﬁons. (mode of transport:ztion'to port,
" . port, dat“ofemaarnauon port o. a.nval etc) . . - ST e S .

N R TR R

Names of ship, shipping linss, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc. __

- Datz of arrival in North Amnzrica

- First residzncesin Cznada (locauon with Lm or countrymen, size of"ccommod"ttxon)

" First occupations in Canadz (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

| Information about spousa (name, date of marra g2, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic xdcntxty)
Susan Buhler born August 2, 1936 in Aberdeen, Saskatchewan T

Married'September 9, 1956 1nMayfeld Saskatchewan

s Information about children and other kin
6 children - oldest is 22 and youngest 6

- Other rermarks. £PPS have been 1nvolved with Mennonltes from NMexico since 196>

when they came to Leamlngton. They were one of the key familiés in the

Leamington EMNC since its inception. ' _ : .

i j indi i ‘Hist.Mss.22.3
Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid >



The Multicullural History &caciely of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM ‘No. 7070 \
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: FLAMING Henry D.
Surname Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: July 18, 1979 ' ' LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: 50 minutes

PLACE OF INTERvViEw:  RR 4, Leamington (inter¥¥ewee's home)

LANGUAGE USED: English NUMBER OF TAPES 1
INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky
OTHERS PRESENT: None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: Tape 1, Side A:s (0:00) Biographical data - famihy history from Russia to Canada -

becomes teacher 1966 and principal 1967 - (5:00) 1st contact with Mex Mennos - while farming - more

direct contact as school principal - General impressions of the people - re: educational concerns -

(10:00) problems in school such as not taking home homework or truancy with the sanction of the parents

(15:00) conflist of farmers vs the school for attendance during harvest time - acculturation of Iiex

liennos- (20:00) high school may not be necessary but trade school may ~ (25:00) education concerns is

a major problem when working with the Mex Mennos - need for mutual understanding between teachers and

parents - Tape 1, Side Bs - 1976 meeting with school officials and 0ld Colony leadership - Flaming the

interpreter - (5:00) absentse rate of students is a major prohlem - only want to go to school until age

12 - homework completion is bad - persons not achieving full potential - (10:00) observations of personal

'

pExX plety - alcohol and smoking are also problems - (15:00) example of how irregudir school attendance

cuases space allocation problems - childrens allowance nom longer contingent on school attendance -

discipline among these children never a problem - (20:00) people seem to be becoming more settled in

lifestyle recently .
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The Multicullural History Sariely of Onlario

S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 117
IDENTIFICATION FORM : Submission Form No. 009299 -

Name Henry D. Flaming Maiden name

Address RR Ll' ’ Leaminthon » Ontatio NB8H 3V7 Telephone _32_6;15_%__
Date of birth Decgmber L, 1931 Place of birth Oklahoma
. Town/City State of origin
Ethnic group Mennonite Rd%huﬁdﬂmq,General Conference Mennonit
Size of hometown Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) :

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel a ents, inns, etc.
o (<)

Date of arrival in North America To Ontario on 1936

First residznces in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Information about children and other kin

Other remarks £ 1aming is a public school principal who has had considerable

involvement with the Mennonites from Mexico regarding education.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



' The Multicultural History Saciety of Ontari » :
Y Y nLario o ® 707 \\\

S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: E¥XEX TFriesen Corny
Surname Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: ___August 24, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: 50 minutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEw: RR 3, Port Rowan (interviewee's home)

LANGUAGE USED: Low German NUMBER OF TAPES __+
INTERVIEWER(S): RonSawatsky
OTHERS PRESENT: None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: Tape 1, Side A: (0:00) Biographical data - birth in Manitoba - early memories of Mex -
parents very poor - parents reason for leaving Manitoba was over the language issue - colony schools in
Mex - (Ré:OO) before and after marriage employment and residences - lumber business - to Ont in 1956 -
return after 2 years - back again to Cnt following year - (10:00) lumber business described - (15:00)
first employment in Ont and buying of farm - construction wages and hours - (20:00) 1st wife's death froh
breast cancer - (25:00) STart of the 0ld Colony church in Ont - details of ministers and church building

locations, etc. - Peter Harder described - Tape 1, Side B: (0:00) more on Harder - Matheson settlement-
Friesens Join EMMC in 1965 ~ (5:00) courtship and marriage to 2nd wife - (10:00) why few Mex Mennos havée
joined MB and GC churches - (15:00) Friesen's involvement in the Port Rowan MB church - comments on his

children at the Open Bible Baptist Church - theological concerns formthe group - (20:00) more on OBB Chut

PR
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;o The Multicullural History &ceiety of Onlario
' " 5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontaria M5S 1H7

" IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 009306

-
Name_COTYLY Friesen Maiden name
Address RR 3, Port Rowan, Ontario Telephone 986-2325
Date of birth__March 5, 1919 Place of birth Schdnwiese, Manitoba

Town/City State of origin
Ethnic group__liennonites from Mexico Religious identity £ DX MET 01d Col now Mennonite
Brethern
Size of hometown Age at time of departure
Occupation before emigration
Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port, /
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.)
Naraes of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.
Emigrated to Mexico in 1923 P

" Date of arrival in North America Dec 3, 1956 and also 1958

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation) C

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Helen Klassen born August 7, 1925 (second wife m )
Married Sept 10, 1971 in Ontario

Information about children and other kin

Children from the first wife only - 12 children (8 male and 4 females)
oldest is 38 and youngest is 16

Friesen is virtually the only Mex Mennonite who has joined the -

- Giher rema rks
lennonite Brethern in Ontario.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



The Multicultural History Saciety of Ontario

S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7 * INTERVIEW LOG FORM ‘No. 7339 \
- X
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: FRIESEN Rev. Davad D.
Surname Given Names
June 4, 1979 55 minutes

DATE OF INTERYIEW: LENGTH OF INTERVIEW:

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: ¥# 50 Talbot St.,Aylmer, Ont. (Ontario Mennonite Immigrant Advisory Committee officw)

LANGUAGE USED: English NUMBER OF TAPES one
INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky
OTHERS PRESENT: None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: _Tape 1, Side A: Brief personal history of Friesen - how Friesen became involved in

immigration and citizenship concdrns among the Mexican Mennonites in Ontario - The legalities of the

work with Mexican Mennonites and the complexity of the present situation - 1947 the hinge year regarding

birth abroad - changes in the law over the last 20 years - ezample of one family not qualifying for

EIXILXERERIP landed immigrant status - the appeal board - refugee status =~

Tape 1, Side B: Example of Santa Rita - land expropriation at Santa Rita - what constitutes a refugee?-

OMIAG Committee - started 1977 - committee make-up - (EMMC, 0C, GG, MB, MCC,) - OMIAC staff persons

are 1 full time and 1 part time - success and failure rate of Friesen is 97%! - More families coming
to Ontario than to the other provinces (reasons) - paper work needed in Mexico - deportation vs.
voluntary departure - people working in Mexico regarding paperwork of immigramts - End.
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The Multicultural lislory Sariely of Onlario
5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario Ms§ 117 T

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No, 009192

-~
Name Rev. David D. Friesen Maiden name
' >
Address___107 Moore, Aylmer, Ontario NSH 2z4 Telephone 7 73-5865
Date of bith__NOVember 29, 1925 Place of birth _Hague, Saskatchewan
Town/City State of origin

Eﬁmmgump_Canadian Mennonite Religious identity _ Mennonite -- EMNC
Size of hometown Age at time of departure —
Occupation before emigrationm

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) . o - ‘

—_—

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, tra.vel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America_CaMe to Ontario from Saskatchewan in 1965

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)
: -

A R T

First cccupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Helen Regier born November 10, 1927 at Hochfeld (Hague), Saskatchewan. - J
Married October 7, 1945 in Saskatchewan

Information about children and other kin

Other remarks  First EMMC workers in Ontario. Began working with immieration
& citi:ﬁnship bapers in 1966, Presently employed with OMIAC full
in immig. anu citis. baper work. Very broad contacts among theyss223

Menn QR hesaframn ddexico. MennonitWOral History Project finding aid
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The Multicultural History Saciety of Ontario

43 Queen’s Park Crescent East, Toronto, Ontario M5S 2C3
ACQUISITIONS SUMMARY — INDIVIDUALS

ETHNICGROUP: [ernonites from lexico

DONOR’'S NAME & ADDRESS: (l'IAC - FRev, David D, Friecen, 107 lNoore, Aylmer,
Cntario, 18 224
05192
MSRNo. 009192
CONTENTS:
¥ileo of clogzed cases from Cntario bhennonlte Imnirrant fdvisory Oc
1 - Jacob Reddecopp and family
2 = Jacob Ipp and farmily
7 - lHeinricn U. NHeufeld znd Panily
e O%tto Liebe
PN
EXTENT: PAGES: . N ﬂ:h,
1 inch thick ITems: four manila fnvelcones ¥

Sy ey
Jetg e

cooaetto o0

LY

T oy {
ahid G o - %9

PHOTOGRAPHS:

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



The Multicultural History Sagiety of Ontario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7633\
-
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: Friesen - Rev. David D.
Surname Given Names

DATE OF INTERVIEW: June 12, 1979 ‘ LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: _1 hour and 45 minutes
PLACE OF INTERVIEW: 107 Moore, Aylmer (interviewee's home)

LANGUAGE USED: English NUMBER OF TAPES 2

INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: Helen Friesen (wife Of interviewee)

SUMMARY OF CONTENTs: _T@pe 1, Side A: Biographical data - Marriage and personal activities until 1965 - aled
summary of activities from 1965 to 1979 - first contacts in Ontatio in 1965 - details of the founding
of the EMMC church work in Aylmer at the Crossley-Hunter Church - some of the prominent Mexican Mennoniti
church members in the early years - Tape 1, Side B - details of the services inx the Crossley-Hunter
church - the move to the present location on Hwy #3 east of Aylmer - Rev. Isaac P, F. Friesen's involve
ment in Vineland beforpe Aylmer begin - the start of the EMMC church at Leamington - details of locatioh,
style and attendance of early services - names of those first involved - arrival of Jake Hoeppners -
Tape 2, Side A: More relevant details of Leamington start - Port Rowan started inthe same period -
contacts with the MB's and GC's in the area - school building on Jake Reimer's property used by group -
purchase of present building and other details of development of the church - Kitchener beginning - the
invitation by Jake Peters (brother to Isaac Peters, Wpg) - names of people involved - location of servicks
and rental of Roseville Church - Beginnings of the IEnglish church of the EMMC in Aylmer - Neil Sawatsky
ar-ival in 1974 - some details of the group dynamics and the split from the EMMC - beginning of the
Sommerfelder church in Ont - Beginning of the EMC in Ont - Tzpe 2, Side B - general comments of OLD Coll
& EMMC relation over the years - changes in the Mex Mennos over the years - general comments re: life-
FOROFFICEUSEONLY:  stvle ahd acculturation to Canadian life.
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f the Multicultural | listory Saciely of Onlario
: 5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MS5S 117 ST . _

JIDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 909199 -

Name ReVe David D. Friesen Maiden name

Address__107 Moore, Aylmer, Ontaeio N5H 224 Telephone 2 73~5865

Date of birth November 29, 1925 Place of birth 11@8ue, Saskatchewan

o d; ) Town/City State of origin
anadian s
Ethnic group Mennonite Religious identity EMMC
Size of hometown Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) v o : :

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of amrival in North America

Came to Ontario from Saskatchewan in 1965

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

First cccupations in Canadz (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Helen Regier born November 10, 1927 at Hochfeld (Hague),'Saskatchéwan

Married October 7, 1945 in Saskatchewan

Information about childran and other kih

o

Otherremarks LThis is the second interview with Friesen. Topic of the inter-

view is Friesen's personal history end early involvement as workers for

theenBiMGrc0ss Goando.  Moversortheicttie tiermyProf TIME beginning inOWt&o

as well as several of the other groups such as 0l1d Colony, etc.



‘-,

The Mu[Ltc:ulLu ral IhsLory &CC@Ly of Onlario
S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM ' No. 7079 \
NAME OF PERSOM INTERVIEWED: Friesen ' Rev. Isaac P. F.
Surname Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: ___August 8, 1979 ' LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: o0 _Minutes
PLACE OF INTERVIEW; ____Interviewee's home
LANGUAGE USED: Low German ' NUMBER OF TAPES 1
INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky
OTHERS PRESENT: None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: Lape 1, Side A: Biographical data - Rev. Friesen's experiences in 1958 in Vineland,

Ontario - United Mennonite church wishes EMMC to come in to the area to set up church among non-church

70ing Mennonites from Manitoba - (5:00) details of the visit to Vineland - Bishop Wichert - (10:00)

Friesen comes back for evangelistic meetings in March of 1958 - other details of time spent there - (151

0

the role of Jake Neudorf in the start of 0ld Col church in Ont - (20:00) start of EMMC church in Ont -

Role of Isaac Peters - Gospel Message radio program - IPF Friesen & John D Friesen come in for a serieg

of meetings & Nov 1969 - (25:00) details of meetings - Leamington and IPF Friesen contact there - detail

Tupe 1, Side B: Leamington was April 1968 - further details of contact - (5:00) Start of Belize EMNMC

work - letter in the Bote asking for messages to be sent - this in January 1965 - Feb 1966 Friesen and

Jake Neudorf go to Blue Creek and have meetings - Jacob Peters and John Dyck primary contacts -

(10:00) details of the meetings - background to the rubber tire controversy and split in the groups -

Jake HMartens of GMU enters the scene and begins to work at Blue Creek - (15:00) John D. Friesen and

Jacob H. Friesen xmxmxm sent for baptism - baptlzed L persons - problems with the Manitoba 01d Colony

and their efforts in competition with EIMIC -
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The Multicullural 1 i&tory Scaciely of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M3S 1H7
IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 009308

Name Rev. Isaac P. F. Friesen Maiden name

Address_179 8th St., Winkler, Manitoba ROG 2X0

Telephone S
Town/City State of origin
Ethnic group Canadian Mennonite Religious identity _EMMC
Size of hometown Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans- atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.)

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Information a2bout chiidren and other kin

Other remarks Rev. Friesen was one of the first Mennonites from Manitoba

who made contact with the newly arriving Mexican Mennonites as they

came to Ontario. , , _ o _
Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



R U

b

i he Multiculbural Hi ntom"“c.u Ly \[ Qntano

5 Hoskin Ave., Teronto, Ontario: MSS 1H7: INTERVIEW LOG FCRM . NO- 7 841
{

NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: - Friesen: o Mrs., Nettie {George)

; Surn._':me : i I Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: July 75, 1979 : C > | ENGTHOF INTERVIEW: L hour & 20 minutes
PLACE OF INTERVIEW. RR 2, Wneatley (interviewee's home)
LANGUAGE USED: Low German ' ' NUMBER OF TAPES
INTERVIEWER(S): __ Ron Sawatsky
OTHERS PRESENT: Ncne

SUMMARY OF CONTENTs: _tape 1, Side A; Biographical data - early memories of life in Mex - husband's birth

LY TP

in Saskatchewan - HNettie born in Mexico 1925 - matriage to George and details of movements within Mex | |
after that - arranged to have papers for immigration completed before leaving Mex - made full plane ;
to move to Ont 3 times before actually going! - arrived in Clear Creek in 1957 - difficulties of the firsﬁ
vear in Cnt - kinds of employment (tomatoes, cucumbers and tobacco) - move to Chatham after 1 yr - :
language difficulties at first - from Chatham to Leamington area - some knowledge of the start of the :

OC church in Ont - Tape 1, Side B: details of living &n the Leamington area since 1961 - details of the

death of husband,Ceorege, from heart trouble - died May 28, 1976 - further details of start of Old Col

in Ont - start of meeting in Giesbrecht school (0C) - purchase of present property by the 0C - the

beginning of the EMMC work in Leamington area described - role of Rev Isaac P. F. Friesen and Henry

Peters - the first three families - details offi the first meetings held by the EMNMC - Henry Reimers

(later OC Bishop) were one of the first families to attend - left abruptly for return to OC churkk -

Tape 2, Side A: Friesens remain as only family that stayed with X EMMC - criticisms from their relative

~details of arrival of Jake Hoeppners and rental of UMEI - comments on the immigratioh of the Mennoxns

from Mex to Ont.
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:
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2 s1ossm Avz, toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7

IDENTIFICATION FORM gg 9207

Submission Form No.

-

Name _Mrs. Nettie (George) Friesen

: Maidenﬁnmeil"iésen
Address__RR- 2, Wheatley, Ontario NOP 2pg _ -

——

Telephone 82 5_‘. 71. Zﬂ

. Dateorbinn_O0tober, 12, 1927 Place of birth_BLUMenhof, Swift Plo-, e

“+ _ port, datzof embarkation, port of arrival, etc) - . - o .

“ " Names of ship, shipping lin=s, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc,

. - First residencesin Cenada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation) _-

. - Town/City State of origin
Mennonite from Mexioo:

Ethaic group . Religious identity _ NOW -EMMC was 01d COlOl’W
Size.of hometown Age 2t tims of departurs
© +* Occupation before emigration___ Lo .

Brief desciiption of migration route. Nota prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to »ort,

:'Dataofarriva}inl\’orthAmerir;a : JUIY 28, 1957 - o . A 4_ A

" First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (nams, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

George Friesen born in 1917 in Saskatchewan . died May 28, 1976
Married in Mexico December 15, 1946 T

* Information about children 2nd other kin® 11 children - oldest is_ 31 & yeungest is 12

~Other remarks L F1ESENS were one of the founding families of the EMNC church £
at Leamington. ' ' o : ' -

: i j indi i Hist.Mss.22.3
Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid S



The Multiculliral History Saziety of Onlario

S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1117 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7639 - (
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: Glesbrecht Peter Sr. \
Surname . Given Names
June 20, 1979 L5 minutes

DATE OF INTERVIEW: LENGTHOF INTERVIEW: __ 7 7 "~

bt oy
PLACE OF INTERVIEW: RR 1, Aylmer, (interviewee's home)

. Low German
LANGUAGE USED: NUMBER OF TAPES

INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: Tape 1, Side A: (0:00) Biographical data - memories of Manitoba - chidhood in Mex -
$5:00) marriage - occupation and places lived after - (10:00) move to Nord Plan and also to the lMountains
- first x to Manitoba for 1% years and then to Ont - (15:00) first employment &n Ont - wages - (20:00)
children in public school - houses lived in - buys land for farming - (25:00) cucmber farming - Start
of the 01d Col church in Ont - Peter Harder life history - Rainy River settlement - Matheson -

Tape 1, Side B: Harder continued - role of Jake Neudorf - 1961 election of ministers and deacon -

Henry Peters role and digagreements - (5:00) Peters continued - other ministers elected - Jakob
Giesbrecht to Paraguay - (10:00) details of Gies.in Paraguay - (15:00) Seminole settlement - future

of 01d Col in Ont - English in the Church - the role of Sunday School in preservation of the German -.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

DATE OF SUBMISSION: % & %/7 9
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The Multicultural History Saviely of Onlario
5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7

<3

{DENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 009205

]
NameX Peter Giesbrecht Sr. Maiden name
Address___RR 1, Aylmer, Ontario N5H 2R1 ' Telephone 866-3646
Date of birth_January 9, 1917 Place of birth Xronsthal, Gretna, Manitoba
Town/City State of origin

Ethnic group__Mennonite from Mexico Religious identity _ 014 Colony
Size of hometown Age at time of departure
Occupation before emigration
Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) RS . .
Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

1923 to Mexico with parents. -~

Dete of arival in North America May 17, 1955 arrive Winkler, October 12, 1956 to Onta.io

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)
In Ontario lived in the Aylmer area.

First cccupatioﬁs in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employzes) :
Farm laborer £xmm fro several years & has worked in tobacco factory

Xxm for the last few years.

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spous’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Nettie Klassen, June 22, 1919 born in Blumenfeld, Manitoba

Married January 16, 1938 on Manitoba Plan, Mexico.

Information about children and other kin 10 1living - 14 total
oldest is 40 and youngest is 20.

Other remarks_0i€sbrecht is deacon of the 01d Colony chueches in Ontario.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



uitural History Saciety of Ontario

-~ Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 70 71 \
\
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: Giesbrecht Rev. Peter P.
Surname Given Names
DATE OF INTzRVIEW: _ JUlY 25, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEw: 1 hour
PLACE OF InTERVIEW: 29 Gildner (interviewee's home)
LANGUAGE {KXED: EngliSh NUMBER OFA TAPES 1
INTERVIEWERI(S): XﬁKEXEXEXEXKKKXXXXXKXKX&XKWKKXEXWIXKX Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: __AnNe Glesbrecht  (interviewee's wife)

SUMMARY JF CONTENTs: ~aPe 1, Side A: (0:00) Biographical data - birth through marriage summarized - teachin.
school ‘n Manitoba and British Honduras (Belize) - to Aylmer -reasons for going - (5:100) reflace David
Friesen: - Peter teaches English at Fanshawe - (10:00) size of church in 1972 - church from 150 to 300
increas:d seating area - English church seen as answer to the space problem - (25:00)X candiates for
minister in English'church - Neil Sawatsky chosen details - (20:00) relations between German and Englid1\
groups - theologicil dispute arises - details ogf Sawatsky breakaway -(25:00) general comments regarding '
the s.1it - effech on the original group - Houghton €enter and Dave Dyck's role in begin - also Leam-
ingten Tape 1) Side B: (00:00) Kitchener start - role of Ontario Field Council in EMVIC Ont - details
of G.esbrecht sove to Kitvhener in 1978 (5:00) to Seminole for 2 months - the split in Kitchener canme

£ a’ter Aylme~ split and was connected thru personalities - (10:00) more details of the Kitchener split |
Ay ’rer Bible Echool history and philosophy of - (15:00) Orwell school purchase - teachers and curriculuth
';? Bible scherol - size of classes - (20:00) General impression of Mex Mennoms - language facility - the
zrea (Chihw/nua vs Durango) important - Durango almost a differmmt culture - (25:00) lifestyle concerns
family lif: - father the authority figure - economics - education.

Uy

/
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The Multicultural Hislory Scciely of Onlario
5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 117
IDENTIFICATION FORM - Submission Form No. 009300 -

Name Rev. Peter P. GieSbreCht Maiden name

Address__ 29 Gildner St., Kitchener, Ontario Telephone 7.7 ¥-4369

Date of birth May 5, 1922 Place of birth _Altona, Manitoba
Town/City State of origin

Ethnic group_CARNnadian Mennonite . — Religious identity EMMC

Size of hometown Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.)

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

L4

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)
Anne Bergmann born October 3, 1929 in Altona, Manitoba

August 28, 1949 marriage

Information about children and other kin

| A
Other remarks__Giesbrecht was pastor of the Aylmer EMMC Church from 1970 to 1978,

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.M;s.22.3




The Mulliculural History Saciely of Onlario | \ ]

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM : No. 70 6 3

NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: Giesbrecht Bill (William H)
Surname Given Names

DATE OF INTERVIEW: July 4, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW; 90 Minutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: RR 3, Leaminton (interviewee's home)

LANGUAGE USED: English NUMBER OF TAPES !

INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: Tina Giesbrecht (wife of inter¥iewee)

SUMMARY OF CONTENTs: 12Pe 1, Side A:(0:00) Biographical data - background to arrival in Ontario in 1968 -
arrangements to move from Steinbach - deztails - (5:00) Reasons for move to Ont - work with Jake Hoepp-

ners - (10:00) others who moved from Man to Ont - details of first visit inarea - (10:00) first housing

and employment - (20:00) details of later employment - size of EMMC in Leamingotn at beginning - role

of Henry Epps - (25:00) details m#f of Bill's church involvement - Gordon Brown's arrive 1971 - John

Driedger takes over after Browns leave - Tape 1, Side B: John Driedger start Aug 1977 - church building
details - 1st at UMEI - eveniAgs at Hillman United Church - 1972 move to new building - (5:00) present
size of group - details of church building and the landd as donated by Jake Hoeppner - how church

U

relates to EMMC at present - (10:00) purchase of new pews - assistance given by GC and MB churches of
Leamington - present membership (40) - role of George Konrad - (15:00) relations of EMMC to OC church -
details of changes as observed - (20:00) theological issues in these relations - beginnigs of English

service in Leamington EMMC . .

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: § % ?

DATE OF SUBMISSION: éf/ 7 i
Menpfohite Archives of Ontario h 9/ n|tes@}b€4¢a0uﬁstory Project finding aid . Hist.Ms@S
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| B A
N

R -. - Firstresidencesin Cznada (Iocauon \wm Lm or countrymen, size of“ccommod'ttxon)

S Hoskin Ave., Toronto; Ontasio MSS 1317

. - IDENTIFICATION FORM 3 _— S + Submission Form No. ! 009292
) Nams Bill Giesbrecht . Maidenh:ame | . v :
Address_RR -3, Leamington, Ontario N8H 3R6 : ) Telephone 320=70177\
" Date of birth born in 1932 Place of bisth,__ Steinbach, Manitoba =
. ‘.-_ . o ‘ ' - . . Town]City. . A »Statcoforigin o
. - Ethnic group Mennonite SR . Religiousidenﬁt} EMMC. S
Size of hometoxvn ' : Age at ti_rpe.of departure ____

-* Occupation before eruoranon

Brizf description of migration route. Note prior continental :md trans-atlantic migrations. (moae of transportation to porf,
- port,: datﬁofembarnanon port ofamva) etc) ) . - . C -

Nanas of ship, shipping lin=s, steamshlp a gent>, travﬂ agents, inns, etc.

. o .

" Datz of ariv a;m\vo‘mmﬂema Moved to’ Ontario in Auguqt 1969 to ass1st EN‘MC chup-qh

" First occupations in Canada names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees
Y _ A 8 ploy

.. . . .

Information about spouse (nams, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity) i
Nrs. Tina Giesbrecht S o

¢ Information about children 2nd other kin

- "Otherrermarks  0iesbrecht is chalrman of the church counc1l at the Learhin‘gtca
Evangelical Mennonite Mlss1on Conference church. ) :

| i i j indi i Hist.Mss.22.3
Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid s
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[he Mullicuitural History Saciely of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Tcronto, Ontario M3S 1H7 INTERVIEW LCG FORM RHo. 7335 \
i H ’ RN \’
: ! : L b .
AVE OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: _ Hamm . ~_ Diedrich (Richard)
Surname o Given Names
- N - lay 2 19 - ; : 4
DATE OF INTERVIEW: May 29, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: 3 hour

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: "R 5, Langton, Ontario NOE 1GO (intervieweé's home)

- . Low German :
LANGUAGE USED: _ 4 : : NUMBER OF TAPES

INTERVIEWERI(S): Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: Wife of in‘terViewee - Elizabeth

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: Tape 1, Side A: Early personal memories of Mexico and even Manitoba -~ Manitoba as re-

counted by the parents - parent's occupations and early financial difficulties of families - Dick & Eliz

abeth married in 1958 - School days in Mexico - léarning the Batechism (understanding) - preparation for

marriase - how they met - difficulties in mexico regarding making a living - first time to Ontario in

1965 April to October - back to stay in 1966 - first housing in Ontario - small wages and very poor -

rvinze first house -~ from Port Rowan to Glen Neyer - employment as janitor and bus driver for the last

7 vears - _childeen now in public schools - memcries of 01d Colony Church in Mexico -

Tape 1, Side B: role of the ministers in OC in Mex. - rubber tires issue - 1968 Hamms begin to attend

EMIC in Port Rowan - EMMC & MB cooperation thru Jake Reimer - Bishop Jacob Friesen of Altona were the

first EMMC workers in Port Rowan - Hamms first actual contact with EMIC - Joha D. Friesen revival meet-

ings - Frank Zacharias of Plum Coulee -1969 to Oct 1970 working in Port Rowan EMMC - Dave Dycks to help

1970-71 - 1971 two years with no EMMC services at Port Rowan - 1973 David D. Friesens arrive - ENNC
felt more "at home" than the MB or GC churches - Friesens leave in Dec 1977 and Jake Pauls now minister
1974 rent church near Pt Burwell - relation to EMVC - education in Ontario - Dick's mother to Bolivia -
land distribution among immigrants to Bolivia - Hamms g01ng for a'visit to Bolivia

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: : C;;/ ? : o ; ; . L

‘ &(/’7 ’ /C'
DATE OF SUBMISSION: ;{ />C7
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The Multicultural istory Saciety of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No, 009143

Diedrich Hamm

Name Mziiden name
Address RR % 5 Langton, Ontario  NOE 1GO Telephone 875-2818
. \ Campo 17, Cuauhtemoc, Texico
Date of birth October 22, 1940 Place of birth ' '
Town/City State of origin

Ethnic group Mennonite from Mexico Religious identity 0la Cglony Mepn in Mex.

S A EMMC1In ontario
Sizz of hometown Age at time of departure _25

Qccupation before emigration

. Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.} RS

Via pickup truck (14 passengers!) thru USA to Ontario

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America 1st- ’April 1965, 2nd- February 1966

1

First residances in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)
Around Port Rowan

First occupations in Canaca (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)
Handlaborer in Tomato and Tobacco growing.

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)
Elizabeth Klassen born May 27, 1941 in Swift Plan, Mexico

Married September 14, 1958

Information about children and other kin 8 children (oldest 19 - youngest 7)
bmale & 2 female

O . Hamms were among the first regular attenders at the EMMC
INer IemMarks

church at Houghton Center.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



1he Multiculural tistory Seciely of Onlario

%
. . I \
5 Hioskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M58 1117 INTERVIEW LOG IFORM No. 7349 \
NAME CF PERSON INTERVIEWED: . Harms Jomm B,
Surinarng Given Names
May 16, 1979 1 Hour & 15 minutes

DATE OF INTERVIEW: | LENGTHOF INTERVIEW: .. ... T

SLACE OF INTERViEw: RR 1 Aylmer (home of interviewee)

Low Gernan

LANGUAGE USED: _ ~ NUMBER OF TAPES

INTERVIEWER(S): _ Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT:  Elizazbeth Harms (wife of interviewee)

SUMMARY OF CONTENTs: T@pe 1 Side 4- (0:00) Birth in Manitoba, early experiences (4:100) 1924 to Mexico-
experiences on trip (7:00) early life in Mexico, Rev. DPeter Harms (father) 01d Colony minister in
Manitoba Plan, Swift Plan and Durango (12:00) Mrs. Harms birth & early remembrances (15:00) visit of X%
Mexican Agricultural minister (18:00) education and schools in the Colonies (20:00) Courtship and
wedding (24:00) first home & occupation & children (26:00) 1958 first time to Ontario (X29:00) Why to
Ontario, conditions in Mexico. Side B- (0:00) Kleinegemeinde & 01d Colony in Mexico (5:00) leaving
Mexico (10:00) Manitoba for 3 months (12:00) Aug. 13966 arrive Ontario, employment and land purchase
(14:00) tomato & cucmber growing (20:00) language dificulties (24:00) Harms reading & writing -

concern f8B children's education (29:00) Church in Ontario - EMMC -~ Dave Friesens

Tape I Side A- (0:00) EMMC beginning in Aylmer 1966 (4:00) Changes in lifestyle from Mexico (6:00)
ethnic discrimination in Canada- buying land (10:00) dishonesty vs. honesty of Mexicans and Mexican
liennonites- different mindsets (14:00) problems in church result from cultural misunderstanding
(15:00) end. : ‘ '

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

DATE OF SUBMISEICON:

Mmite Archives of Ontario ///(LT:/(/',__ C]ﬂg@c@%i@m}%stow Project finding aid Hist.M@.S
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- e e e anssuanvasuves Uk & s g \J\,L/l\./\:) A NCAHILQA D
5 Hoskin Ave., Toionto, Ontario MSS 1H7

IDENTIFICATION FORM - . - . Submission Form No, 009129

Name_ 900n B.(Bergman) Harms - Maiden name .

Address_ TR 1, Aylmer, Ontario NSH 2R1 : : - Telephone 773-9684
Dateofbisty_F@bruary 5, 1919 - Place of bicth _Reinland, Manitoba .
‘ ’ ’ ~ Town[City State of origin
Ethnic group Mennonite from Mexico Religious x'dentit; ‘ Mennonite ‘ .
_ o : July 1924 %o Mexico
Size of hometown — . Age at time of departure A964 1o Ontaprigaed
- Occupation before emigration, : - - S _ ~ Manitoba |

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (inode of transportation to port,
- - port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) ) - - : : :

' Names-ofship,shipping lines, s!earnship—agents,—h&vel—agen&s,—iam;e%ev

| o - 1 to Ontari Y ‘ ~ |
- Date of arrival in Noith America 966 to ntario from Mexico ' AN

. First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)
Around Aylmer, Ontario . e S

" First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of feIIlow employees)
Tobacco and vegetable wax laborer with his family

Information about spouse (nama, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)
Elizabeth Reimer , born October 6, 1921 at Gnadenthal, Manitoba.

. chi er ; : 2y _ A
¢ Information about children and other kin 6 male children Oldest 35(?) _ youngeStf;O(?)_

erremarks became successful in tocmato and cucumber growing. Children arfci\
elatively well educated with at least four having Pest-secondary
ducation. ' .

O

-

o

3
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(

i i j indi i Hist.Mss.22.3
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0 . . . - . L
The Multicultural History Scciety of Onlario \ | | \
S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM . A No. 7638 ‘ ,

NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: Jacobsh SR Rev. Joseph

Surname Given Names

DATE OF INTERVIEW: _June 26, 1979 ' | LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: k5 minutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: German Church of God, Aylmer.

LANGUAGE USED: English UnBER o Tanes ]
INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky
OTHERS PRESENT: None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTs: ~2P€ 1, Side A: BX (0:00) personal history - beginning of the Gottes Gemeinde (GG) in
Aylmer as an outreach from Kitchener GG - start in 1972 ~ (5:00) size of GG church in Aylmer at start -
no official membership is explained - (10:00] Summary of theological distinctives of GG -1- non-formal
membership -2- holy life -3- (15:00) born again concept -l- baptism and footwashing -5- amillenial
eschatology -- explanation of fundamentals of GG AMIXXEXEZY® amillenial position - (20:00) important
dates in GG church history (history of the movement) the Pope the Antichrist - genesis of the group in
1880's in USA - #x the spread of the church in Europe and back to Canada - Tape 1, Side B: (0:00)

the headquarters in Anderson, Indiana and also Alberts - Missionary activity of the group - role of the
Mission Board in extending the church - missionaries in Mexico among the Mexican Mennonites - church and
school in Swift Plan - (5:00) organization of the local congregations - other theological positions of
GG -egs anti-charismatic - (10:00) 97% of Aylmer church is Mex Mennonite - constitution of church -

future work .

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

DATE OF SUBMISSION: .
Mexico Qemlistory Project finding aid . Hlst.Ms_m.S
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The Mullicultural History Saciely of OnLarlo

5 Hoskin Ave. , Toronto, Ontano M5S 1H7

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submissicn Form No. _009204
Name Rev. Joseph Jacobsh " Maiden name
Address 9 Bradley Ave .9 Aylmer, Onto NSH ZY}“" Te]ephone773—555u‘
Date of birth 2 Place of birth . Poland

: : . Town/City State of origin
Ethnic group Religious identity
Size of hometown__ - Agé at fime of departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port date ofembarkauon port of arrival, etc.) ‘ . o

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America To Canada frpm Germaay in 1950.

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

First cccupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Information about children and other kin

Other remarks Rev. Jacobsh .is the minister of the German Church of God at

Aylmer. About 97% of his congeegation are persons who were Mennonltes

in Mexico.
Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid ‘ OVHeIS%‘MSS'ZZ'?’



The Multicullural History Saciely of Onlario

S Hoskin Ave.. Toronto, Ontario MSS 1117 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7076 N

N

Janzen : Bill

Surname Given Names

NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED:

August 25, 2979 LENGTH OF INTERvIEW: 1 hour and L0 minutes

DATE OF INTERVIEW:

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: 106 ALLEN St. ,Waterloo, Ont

LANGUAGE USED: English NUMBER OF TAPES 2

INTERVIEWER(S): _ Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: Tape 1, Side A: Biographical data - parents and grandparents relation to the Old Col
in Hague - (5:00) details of lives of grandfather Janzen and Also grandmother Wiebe re: consideration
of moving to Mexico - Bill's parents almost move to Quellen Colonie - (10:00) Details of Bishop Johann
Loeppky and several migrations to Mexico - Bill and contact with OC and GC in youth - (15:00) father
teaches Sunday School in O0C - curriculum in SS —‘(20=OO) - details of post high school education of Bill
(25:00) series of contacts with Mex Mennons after 1973 - Tape 1, Side B: Start of service program to
Mex Mennos in Ont by MCC - formatdon of OMIAC - members listed - (5:00) hiring of staff people - (10:00)
study of KRR Appeal Board and its humsnitarian powers - changes in access to the Board - Eleanor Mathies
(15:00) Elfrieda Driedger also staff persons - the scope and mandate of OMIAC - (20:00) example of
immigration officials using discretionary powers to the benefit of a number of cases - this a significant
development - (25:00) 13 families receive citzenship certificates - Tape 2, Side A: OMIAC mandate conti
ved - education and health care are two incomplete areas - (5:00) discussion of lack of adequate relatig
between OMIAC and its constituency £MCC Ont) - (10:00) explanation of laws re: immigration and citzenship
(15:00) problem of quasi-legal border crossing - (20:00) other legal areas like marriage - (25:00) Genfal
comments about the OC churchof Ont - Tape 2, Side B: Lifestyle concerns in Ont - acculturation and assim
EOROFFICEUSEONLY:  :35t3i0on - church goers vs non-churchg goers | ) '

, < Ak[1M9 ' | :
DATE OF RLironRH RN es-or-omtario S ’7(7-)7 |wenqonlte/s,wom wao PFENTistory Project finding aid ] Hist.M€5%2.3
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The Multiculral History &cciely of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 009305

~~

- Name Bill Janzen Maiden name
Address 63 SparksSt., Ottawa Ste 803 K1P 5A6 Telephone 238-7224
Date of birth_December 17, 1943 Place of birth _Hague, Saakatchewan
Town/City State of origin

Ethnic group_Canadian Mennonite Religious identity General Conference (Canadian)
Size of hometown Age at time of departure
Occupation before emigration
Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) ‘ '
Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

~~

Date of arrival in North America .

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Information about children and other kin

~

Other remarks B111 has grown up in close contact with the Mex lennonites

His later work with lMennonite Central Committee has further involved

him in many aspects of the immigration and citizenship work among these
Menionite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3
people.



The Mullicultural History Saziely of Onlario | .
5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M3S 1117 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 73 3 8 ] \ )
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: Klassen Isaac
Surname Given Names

Jyne 13, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERvIEW: __+_hour and 15 minutes

DATE OF INTERVIEW:

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: RR %, Langton, (interviewee's home)

s e NUMBER OF TAPES ___ 2

INTERVIEWER(S): __Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: __INone

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: 12Pe 1, Side A: Biographical data ~ reasons fop coming to Ont - 0ld Col schools come

pared to Cnt public school - (éﬁ :00) improvement of economic conditon of Kidssen family in Ont- Starting
to farm - marriage - (10:00) courtship and marriage - yough in Ont 01d Col church - (15:00) Isazac =%t
tries (unsuccessfully) to start youth night for Catechism study, ministers are not approving - (20:00)
details #m of church building purchases at Springfield and Walsingham - (25:00) history of Walsingham
church - deiiils of the rotating ministry in 01d Co 1 - Tape 1, Side B: Jacob Giesbrecht to Paraguay -
|reasons for the Move - (5:00) general comments reagarding the typé of people who have come to Ont -
suggests that the immigration will continue - (10:00) use &f the bamn in the Mex and Ont churches - the
move to Seminole (15:00) details of some of the negotiations - the role of Henry Reimer (bishop) - 12 t¢
15 families left Ont For Semindde - (20:00) role of the vorsteher - church business meetings - (25:00)
farther details of vorsteker position - OMIAC and Isaac's involvement - the purpose and effect of OMIAC A
Tape 2, Side A: value of OMIAC work among Mex Mennos - problem of self-help concept and its implimentati

- (5:00) others involved in paper work - the need for fulltime persons in the woxk stressed - (10:00)
future of the immigration (more will come) - relation to Manitoba 01d Col of Ont 01d Col.
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:
DATE OF SUBMISSION: SE Qg/ 7?
Hist.M45%2.3
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The Multicultural Hislory Sariely of Onlario

S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MS5S 1H7

IDENTIFICATION FORM | ' Submission Form No, __ 009146

Name__Is@ac Klassen Maiden name

Address__RR %, Langton, Ontario NOE 1G0 Telephone 875-2343

Date of birth__OCtober 16, 1951 Place of birth _Cu@uhautemoc, Mexico
Town/City State of origin .

Ethnic group__Mennonite from Mexico Rdgwmukmuy 01d Colony

Size of hometown Age at time of departure .

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkanon port of arrival, etc.) : : A :

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America

September 3, 1961

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

Port Rowan - Port Burwell area

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins cf fellow employees)

Farm laborer and factory worker

Information about spouss (name date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)
Eva Hamm born August 26, 1951 in Cuauhtemoc, Mexico

Married February 7, 1971 at Springfield, 01d Colony Church

Information about children and other kin
3 children - oldest age 7 and youngest age 3.

Other remarks Isaac is vorsteher at the Walsingham 01d Colony church.

Mennonite ArcHives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



The Mullicullural History Scciety of Onlario <
5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7073 ™

-
\

NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: ‘ Konrad i George B.

Surname Given Names

July 26, 1979

DATE OF INTERVIEW: LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: _¥5 Minutes

LANGUAGE USED: English | NUMBER OF TAPES ___ 1

INTERVIEWER(S): _Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: ____None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: 1aPe 1, Side A: (0:00) Biographical data - family history from Russia - farming opera-
tion in Leamington - 1st contact with Mex Mennom en the farm - beginning of involvement with Leamington
EMMC as chdir diremtor -(5:00) further involvement in the chuech - OMIAC - how became a member of commitl
tee - (10:00) analysis of role of OMIAC and its programs - (15:00) general impressions of Mex z Mennos:
example of two families - (20:00) lifestyle and money matters - (25:00) local populous reaction to Mex
Mennos - OMIAC future & the need for workers as specialists in immigration and citizenship - Tape 1,
Side B: (0:00) OMIAC cont - interaction between EMMC and UM churches in Leamington - (5:00) details of
George's involvement in the interaction - egs pews project - (10:00) some negative feedback from
friends in UM church - Konrad on 01d Col vs EMMC theology and understanding. (15:00)

T

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

DATE OF SUBMISSION:
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The Mullicullural History Scriely of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No, 099302 -
Name George B. Koprad Maiden name
Address RR 3, Wheatley, Ontario NOP 2P0 ‘ Telephone _825-7930
Date of binh_February 3, 1922 __ Place of birth _Molotschna Colony, Russia
Town/City State of origin
Ethnic group__nussian Mennonite Religious identity _Geéneral Conference Mennonite
Size of hometown Age at time of departure
Occupation before emigration
Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.)
Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.
N

Date of 2rrival in North America L©_Ca@nada in 1926 from Russia

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Information about children and other kin

O:her remarks Xonrad is involved with the EMMC Church in Leamington and also
is a member of OMIAC.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



The Multicultural History Sariety of Ontario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MS5S 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 70 72 .
- ,
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: _(MS. Elsa Koop) Koop , Elsa ./
- Surname Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: July 26 ’ 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: 55 minu'tes
PLACE OF INTERVIEW: RR 3, Wheatley, Ontario (interviewee's home)
LANGUAGE UseD: __English NUMBER OF TAPES __1

INTERVIEWER(S): _Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: ____None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTs: 1@Pe 1, Side A: (00:00) Biographical data - personal history - (5:00) Elsa's philosoph

y

of life - 1st contact with the Mex Mennos - St. Clair College - (10:00) English As A Second Language (ES

1)

at ¥ St Clair - (15:00) 3 levels of ESL - (20:00) details of other classes in the ppogram of South Essex

Gommunity Council - (25:00) getting 01ld Colony support for the programs - 165 persons involved in the

activities - Tape 1, Side B: (0:00) driver's handbook course - Elsa's relation to OLd Col leadership

Bishop Quiring - (5:00) general impressions of the people - morality, finances, clothing , assimilation,

theological issues - (10:00) sense of religious piety - new comers from Mexico the strong conservative

fxm force inthe church - (15:00) non-Mennos response to Mex Mennos - future of the Essex Community

Council programs - "teachers on wheels" program inthe homes -~ sources of funding for the programs.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

/
DATE OF SUBMISSION: 07\ /(/> 7
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The Multicullural History Saiely of Onlario
5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 '
{DENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 009301 -~

Name Ms. Elsa Kcop

Maiden name

Address RR 3, Wheatley, Ontario NOP 2PC _ Telephone _825-7955
Date of birth Place of birth

Town/City State of origin
Ethnic group_C2nad1ian Mennonite Religious identity _lennonite Brethern
Size of hometown ' Age at time cof departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) :

Names of ship, shipping lines, steanship agents, travel agents, inns; etc.

~
Date of arrival in North America
First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)
First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)
Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)
Information about children and other kin
~

¢

Other remarks Ms. Koop has had considerable involvement in commun;ty service

work for the Mennonites from Mexico who are in the Wheatley/Leamington
ardavonitdisivespitetmelew Hetaikd wmbkecokindsyobiespmwiees that haverbserremade
available through the work of Ms. Koop.




The Multiculturat History Saviely of Ontario

3 Haoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario ’\‘l‘b 117 Ne.

INTERVIEW LOG FORM

NAME OF FERSON INTERVIEWED; __FEEXIBEKER . LOEWEN . _Abe _ .
: Surnume Given Namaos u*
May 15, 1 f ‘
DATE OF INTERVIEW: y 15, 1979 e LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: . _,_f hou“b,,.u N I
PLACE OF INTERVIEW: ___RR 1 , Aylmer, Ontario (Interviewee's home)
LANGUAGE USED: ____ oW German NUMBER OF TAPES ___ L

INTERVIEWER(S): XK)F%;KXI&KX&X&KK&%X Ron Sawatsk:,r

OTHERS PRESENT: No others presen‘t.

SUMMARY OF cONTENTS: TAPE 1 SIDE A- Birth & early days in Mex. Parent's general store in Rubueo. (4:00)
1952 to Ont, via Manitoba- why leave (7:00) Role of Jacob Fehr of Steinbach in move to Xeximm Ont.

(10:00) Trip to Ontario- 1st employmen%- 1957 to Matheson & 1958 back to Aylmer (10:00) 1964 - 69

activities (13:00) tomatoes & cucumbers growing (14:00) more on Matheson - history of settlement &

end of settlement (15:00) contact with 0ld Mennonites in Elmira - start of 0ld Colony in Ont., (25:00)

early contact with 014 Colony of Manitoba (29:00) 1960 Henry Wiebes start Sunday School in 01d Col.

Wiebe is GC of Dunnville., EMMC start in Aylmer with Dave Friesens in 1965. SIDE B~ Sunday School in

the 01d Col. (2:00) 1965 Loewen to EMMC, s#art of EMMC (5:00) siblings- where they are now (9:00)

1st housing in Ont, marriage follows, land purchase (12:00) difficulties of immigration, citizenship

and language (15:00) 1st employment -problems re education, reading & writing (18:00) language prob-

lems (20:00) Schools in Mexico and Ontario (27:00) visits back to Mexico and Belize- feelings and

changes. END,

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

DATE OF SUBMISSION:
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. .. First residences in Cznada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

- The Multicullurat History Sceiely of Ontario

5 Hoskm Ave ,» Toronto, Ontario M5S 137

IDENTIFICATION FORM ' . o " &mmhﬂmfb”nNa-OO9127

Nam= Mr. Abe Loewen Maiden name R o~

Address ER..1, Aylmer, Ontario ‘ . Telephone 773-2801
N5H 2R1 » : . T

. Date of birth February 15, 1938 | Place'Ofbthhihuahua, Mexico

. . . : . Town/[City State of origin '

. Mexican Mennonite o - Y ) R T
Ethnic geoup__- . __ Religious identity RYAXREXBAYXNEARBRLLCE
Size of hometown - Age at time of departure

-~ Occupation before ernigration__ N/A - ' '

- Brief description of migration route. NoLe prior continental :md trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to po:t,
" - port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.)

Lravelled to Ontarlo from Me tico via Manltoba (by car)

Namszs of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

. Date of arrival in North Amnzrica

* First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)
Tobacco farm labor and vegetable farm work.

- Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse s place of bxrtn and ethnic identity)
Margaret Peters born : married July 9, 1961

in Ontario.

- Information about children and other kin® 5 children - oldest 16 & younges# 6'

COther remarks Loewen grew up Old Colony Mennonlte in Mex1co. In Ontarlo, aibe

infitially making contact with the 0. C., then became Evangellcal
Ilennonite Llsolon Conference member in Aylmer. Loewen is likely
one of the first to come (with his RX parents) from MexicQ to

N@rﬂerué_ﬂcawes (Q;eta(gs Wennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid st. .22.3




The Multicultural History Saciety of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MS5S 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM " No. 7341
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: NEUKANM Emil \
Surname Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: June 5 ) 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: LI'O minutes

PLACE OF INTERvVIEw: RR 1, Aylmer, Ontario, (interviewee's home)

LANGUAGE USED: English NUMBER OF TAPES 1

INTERVIEWER(S):  Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: ___ None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: rape 1, Side A: Biographical data - history of Emil's tobacco farming - (5:00) Emil

able to speak High German to Mex Mennos - as Deputy Reeve , Emil able to give some assistance in paper

problems - (10:00) ways in which Emil gives assistance - $15:00) general comments re: quality of Mex

denno workers - lack stability and have "wanderlust” - (20:00) comments regarding observances of church

holidays, - awareness of lMex Menno history and theology is rather informal - feels that they need more

education and a sense of the value of education- (25:00) differences among the Mex lMennos noted -

Tape 1, Side B: people in the area have some negative opinions of Mex Mennos but proportionately more

than any other minority group - averagf earning capabilities of workers on tobacco farm - (5:00) some

families can make as much as $10,000+ -~ housing is generally not a problem .

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

DATE OF SUBMISSION: g(, 9\8 ( ’2/%
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-~ . »

The Multicultural History Sariely of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7

v

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Forra No, 009194
: Name___Emll Neukamm Maiden name
i -88
Address RR 1, Aylmer, Ontario  N5H 2R2 Telephone 773-8895
Date of birth Place of birth Lithuania
Town/City State of origin
Ethnic group.Ca.?idlwa\I:‘\Of Gi:i‘man Ei_?scent Religious identity Lutheran

Size of hometown Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) ) -~ :

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North Armerica 1948 from Lithuania

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

First cccupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information abont spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Information about children and other kin

Other remarks__MCe Neukamm is a tobacco grower in the Aylmer area who has.
employed numerous of the Mennonites from Mexico over the years. He

1 dearIERN AP Re o ve MEBFICL I NEAPRI VTP fryiaeeid Histhiea.22.3



the Mullicullural History Sceiely of Onlario

s Hoskin Ave., Teronto, Ontario MSS 117 INTERVIEW LLOG FORM . - No. 7346 \
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: _____ ' Penner _Martin
Surname Given Names
- —,. May 22, 1 1 hour & 50 minutes
DATE OF INTERVIEW: y 22, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: -

1y s _— '
SLACE OF INTERVIEW: "B 1 Aylmer (interviewee's home)

Low Cerman

LANGUAGE USED: NUMBER OF TAPES

INTERVIEWER(S): __ Ron Sawatsky

oTHeRs presenT: _Wifw of interviewee and oldest sen John (age 15)

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: _Tape 1, Side A: Biographical data - early memories of Mexico - parents born in Manitobs?

-farming in Manitoba- reasons for migrating yo Mexico - +the "land problem" in Santa Rita Colony - negots¢
iations regarding land with the Mexican govt - relations with Mexican campesinos - reasons for coming
to Ontario - Tape 1, 3ide B: Income tax paid by the Mennonites in Mexico - description of the Santa Riah

Colony - Sommerfelders and 0ld 6olony in X Santa Rita - imigration to Bolivia of other colony members -
Penners first impressions of Ontario - travel from Mexico and visas at border - role of the Kleinegemeingl
Church in Santa Rita - schools in Mexico - Kl. Gem. teachers more competent thhn most other teachers -
Story of the murder of members of a Bueckert family in Mexico to illustrate problems of Mexico -

Tape 2, Side B: Bueckert family continued - police actions in Mexico - Review of the different locales
where Mexican Z Mennonites have migrated to - Bolivia, Oklahoma, Kansas, California, - future hope of
the Penner family now that they are in Canada - Tape 2, Side B: Application for refugee status - Martin
desires to learn English and gett ahead - Courtsnip and marriage of the Martin Penmers - comments about
Bishop Isaak M. Dyck who married then - life: shortly after marriage - first places of residence in
Santa Rita, Mexico . ' -

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:
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- The Multicullural History Sagiety of Onlario

5 Hoskin Avg‘, Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7

IDENTIFICATION FORM = . - -~ Submission Form No, 009131
Nams Martin Penner Maiden name . ' N\
Address "R 1, Aylmer Ontario N5H 2R1 : Telephone None B
Date of birth__August 5, 1940 Place.ofbirfh Cuauhtemoc, Mexico

’ ~ Town[City State of origin
Ethnic group Mexican Mennonite - Religious identitj} Mennondte
Sizez af homatown__ - _ Ageattime of departure 38

" Occupation bzfore emizration farmer

 Bsief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to pors, "
- . port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) - : .

Artived in Ont. May 5, 1979 Trip via pickuﬁ'trucklthrough the UZA.

Namss of ship, shipping linzs, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

.-Dataofamv.-annxonhAmeriga May 5, 1979 One prior visit in 19?2 ( 4 days) ™

.. First residences in Cznada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

-Live in rented house near Aylmer.- are waiting for citizenship papars

to De completed.

- First occupations in Canada (names of eraployers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

No work permit as yet.

Information 2bout spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)
Elizabeth Rempel born November 23, 1938 in Cuauhtemoc, Mexico.
Also a Mennonite. L '

- Information about children and other kin

Have 7-childfen - 2 male & 5 female

Oldest is 15 & youngest is 6.

ot . Penner is one of the most recent immigrants. Legal technicaliﬁais
tn2rrzmar<s

have prevented their immediate acceptance as Canadian citizens even though

the parents were born in Canada. CMIAC is trying to have them accepted

‘%‘Tﬂrﬁ%ﬁ’i’te Kr%t&%?@ntaﬁot aty%’/Ier%]o%QesFWexiSoW%&o%ro?é@t%%g g?oapers ¢ They %Eﬁ/ls&@ T iI‘S‘t

wa whe willl be ZXIEd attemp in thls way. Peaners were forced to leave

thair land in Mexico.



) ’, RTY 1( -
The Mult uxlh ralll «sLu"v rSGC.CLy of Onlario - | }
5 Hosxin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7350 \
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: ) |’ PETERS CORNELIUS F.
: Surnanie ) : Given Names &
DATE OF INTERVIEW: _May 16! 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: 1 hour & % minutes

FLACE OF INTERVIEW: 44 Water St.., Aylmer. (Interviewee's home),

T~ AT . Ce a "
LANGUAGE USED: __Low German NUMBER OF TAPES 2

INTERVIEWER(S): ___ Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: Anna Peters (interviewee's wife)

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: Tape 1 Side A- (0:00) Birth early memories of Manitoba & Saskatchewan- Jacob Peters

as school teacher (father) (5:00) reasons for leaving Canada (7:00) selling land & trip preparations

(14:00) conditions on traim (16:00) the delegations to S.A. (18:00) first days in Mexico, fisst

business of Jacob Peters (24Y00) relations with Mexicans (26300) Jacob J. Peters teacher in Mexico

and working for Mexican government and selling prescription glasses. SIDE B- (0:00) Glasses etc.

continued. (7:00) April 30, 1934 Jacob Peters shot & killed- detailed account (15:00) Mexican police

& treatment of crime (25:00) marriage of Cornelius and Anna 1935 (27:00) first home (29:00) move to

Penus Pratus - stay there until 1954, TAPE 2 SIDE A- Life at P. Pratus, reasons for move to Canada,

relations to the 0ld Colony (6:00) 1954- 1} year visit to Candda, travel by truck (46 people!d exper-

iences on the trip (12:00) arrival- housing (15¥00) GC's in Vineland help- Jacob Braun of Port Rowan

helps (20000) tobacco work (22:00) back to Mexico- banned by 0C (23:00) 19%% again in Ontario- housing

and work, live in Copenhagen (26:00) present work (28:00) Relatinn to 0ld Colony chmrch, begin of 01d

Colony in Ontario SIEE B- (0:00) early contact with Manitoba 0ld Col. (7:00) Bishop Froese baptism

(8:00) "Durango” group to Rainy River (10:00) 1st 0.C. minsiters ordained (15:00) Relation of 0.C. to

Man. and Mex. (16:00) education in Ontario (19:00) Ont. vs. Mex. life (22: OO) location of other Mex.
FOR OFFICE USEONLY: Mennos in NA & S& (25:00) end. ,
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1 r

IDENTIFICATION FORM

Name_Cornelius F, Pet

HUCtralIstory oQcicyy of ‘ontario
5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS IH'I

Submission Form No.. 009128

ers Maiden name - - -
Address 44 Vater St, Telephone 7?3—-8560“-
Aylmer, Ontario NS5H 1G9 ) ‘ .
Date of birth__NOVember 11, 1913 Place of bicth, BLumenthal (Hague), Saskatghs
' ‘ , _ " Town[City ' State of origin
Mennonite from Mexico ‘ L - Mennonite

' " Eihnic group

Religious identity

Size of homsatown

1922 to Texico

- Occupation before emigration

Aoeatnmeofdeparture 1954 return to Cntaric

Bitef description of mizration route. Note pnorconumma) and trans—atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to post, |

. port, date oferrbvkanon port of arrival, etc.)

é{ Emigrated to Mexico via traln thru USA. Return to Canada by automobi e

L again via USA.

| '33xgﬁﬁxﬁgxhgﬂz¥X&xx&xﬁxﬁ&ﬁmxxﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁkﬁgxkx
.~ _Lived in Neuhorst, C

ampo 13, Cuauhtemoc, 1935-39.

.~ Then in Penus(?) Praetus 1939-54 (north of  Neuhorst).

U Date of arrival in North Amnerica May 1954 to Ontarlo' [‘AW{‘Q‘*WM\

- F:rst rmdence; in Canada (}ocatton with kin or countrymm size of accommodatxon)

" First occupaiions in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Tobacco and vegetable laborer with his children.

Information about spousz (name, date of marriage, spomu s place of birth and ethnic identity)
Anna Wiebe, born January 15, 1915, at Neuhorst, Manitoba.

Married January 20,

1935.

< Information about children and other ki _o_Children - 3 male & 3 female
Oldest is L3~ youngest is 26

. Gther remarks JacoﬂlPeters (father to Cornelius) kept diaries. Was a schodl‘q5“

teacher in Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Mexico as well as having several

other occupations at

Mennonite Archives of Ontario

various times. .

Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



ACQUISTITIONS SUMMARY - INDIVIDUALS

ETHNIC GROUP -  Mennonite from Mexico -
- DONOR'S NAME & ADDRESS - Cornelius F. Peters, 44 Water St., Aylmer, Ontario
. N5H 1G9
MSR # - 009128
CONTENTS -  (unresiricted) (microfilmed at Conrad Grebel College Archives)
1- 4 dlarles of Jacob Peters (Father to Cornellus)
~~
\
EXTENT - 3 jnches PAGES _ »
2 ITEMS 4 , | | N
TAPES -2 tapes- Log Form #7350 PHOTOGRAPHS -

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid ’ Hist.Mss.22.3



~The Molticulturl 5»}715&1 y ol Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Totonto, Ortaric MSS 1117 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No 7634
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: __— _ PETERS ' i Cornelius K.
| Surname Given Names

- June 1 19 o ‘ - 2 hours
DATE OF INTERVIEW: ___ "~ 13, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW:
PLACE OF INTERVIEW: MCC Office in Aylmer (50 Talbot St)
ARt . 'T“ 3 g wt + \ Y s~ 0 :
INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky
OTHERS PRESENT: _ None
SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: Tape 1, Side A: Biographival data - 1life in Mex btefore marrlaga - Cornelius' father

ge nerally on the fringes of tn8 gnglal system in Mex - Cornie visits many different churches in Mex -

baptized in 1956 in Manitoba by Sommerfelder just before Rhénelinder split away - 1954 to Ont 1st time-

1Y

1955 came to Ont permanently - Cornie goes into to hauling fruit & tomatoes -~ visited Mex and met futur
vife - mary come to Canada with her family - baptism and marriage by the Sommerfelders in Manitoba - ear

-
(=]

Ly

ife after marriage - money shortage - different‘jobs - Tape 1, Bide B: Begins farming in cucmbers -

b

tortilla buginess in Aylmer in 1974 - Details re the start of the OC church inOnt - role of Henry Wiebe

’

Jake Neudorf, Isaac FPeters - details of brother Isaac's marriage and connection with Jake Neudorf and Jo

hn

D. Friesen - Tape 2, Side A: 1964 Gottes Gemeinde begins to come to Aylmer for Sunday services in homps

- Peters finds the Crossley/Hunter church and allows EMMC to use it - detaild of EMMC beginning in Ont -

relation of David Friesen and Henry Peters - Cornie is unhappy with David Friesen - goes to Gottes

Gemzinde in 1969 - Peters theory of Man/Wife relaticns when a couple comes out of the OC church!- Tape B,
Side B: details of Gottes Gemeinde start in Aylmer - several locations of meeting & build new building -
the doctrines and teaching of the Gottes Gemeinde - xplanaticn of Henry Peters disagreement with Jacob

liieb in OC church & role of Bichop Penner of Mean - detalls of Henry Peters movements since 1963,
FCR OFFICE USE ONLY: :

| @!u /77 7
DATE CF SUBMISSION:
Menggnite Archives of Ontario /% [ U /2 Wltes f}ﬁ ico fipe |story Project finding aid Hist.Ms€7223
CCDE NO. 7

MAT. SUBMISS! REPCRT No.:




The Multicultural History Seciety of Ontario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M53S 1H7 .
IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 8924 3.00

<

Name CPrnelius K. Peters

Address RR 1, Aylmer, Ontario N5H 2R1

M:ﬁden name

Telephone w

Date of bicthFebruary 2, 1934 'Kansas area, Mexico

Place of birth

Tmm@ﬁ%ew up Bit %bﬁony, baptized
Religious identity _by Manitoba Sommerfelders,

. now attending Church of God.
Size of hometown Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration Farmer and trucking in Mexico

Ethnic group_lierinonite from Mexico

_ Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic mloratlons (mode of transportatxon to port,
port, date of embarkauon port of arrival, etc.)

To Ontario on pickup truck via USA.

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America

July & August 1954, permanent February 1955

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

First cccupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins cf fellow employees)

Factory and farm labor, later worked in road construction, purchased

considerable amount of farm land around Aylmer after some years.

Information zbout spouse (naine, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)
Mary Dyck born May 11, 1940 in Kronsthal, Mexico
Married July 14, 1957 around Winkler, Manitoba.

Information about children and other kin
4 children - oXdest is 21 and youngest is 14

Oher remarks onie of the early immigrants from Mex. Has considerable knowled..’
Ner remarx

regarding the 0ld Colony and EMMC origins in Ontario.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



The Multicultural History Saziely of Onlario

S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7

1634,

INTERVIEW LOG FORM No.
N

N

Peters Heinrich (Henry)

NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED:

Surname Given Names

June 27, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERvIEw: 1 hour and 50 minutes

DATE OF INTERVIEW:

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: _ interviewee's home near Mapleton, Ontario

Low German NUMBER OF TAPES __2

LANGUAGE USED:

INTERVIEWER(S): ___Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: __None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: _Tape 1, Side A: (0:00) Biographical data - father Jacob J. Pegers - memories of father
(5:00) £amx family lives among the Kleine Gemginde in "Kansas" area - Henry likes the KG - (10:00) Henr
remembers David Harder as teacher -(15:00) other school teachers - has own father for teacher - (20:00)
further interesting details of father - father's murder by Mexicand - details of courtship (25:00) and
marriage of Henry and Susanna--Tape 1, Side B: 1942 to 1956 details of life during - farming and land
purchases in Mex ~ (5:00) Coming to Ontario - how hear of Ont - details of trip - reasons for moving -
(10:00) details of arrival in Ont - did not come as poor people to Ont - first housing and employment
on tobacco farm - (15:00) language problems - working for farmer - (20:00) back to Mex for 23 yrs -
25:00) children in K1 Gem school -problems with the 81d Col Bishop and excommunication - Tape 2, SideA:
(5:00) peters an d rubber tire controversy with 01d Col -
preters return

<

explanation of Peters dispute with 0ld Col -
Bishop David Reimer tries to reconcile -(10:00) Peters join EIHXEEIXXKHX¥K Kleine Gem -

to Ont -~ Start of 01d Col church inOnt - (15:00) Beter Harder leaviés Aylmer 0léd Col - details of minister
election - (20:00) ordination of Peters and source of conflict with Rev Wieb and Deacon Giesbrecht -
(25:00) Peters leaves 0ld Col for EMMC -desails of EMMC start - Tape 2, Side B: (§:00) Peters in Beliz

- (5:00) Beters works with Sommerfelder break away and start EMC church - (10:00) Matheson settlement -
in the 01d Col and Henry

A4 H

FOROFFICEUSEONLY: (15,00) details of settlement and church - (20:00) Sunday School
Wiebes - (25§00) now at EMC church as chairman of Church council .

DATE OF SUBMISSION:

MepfMNjte Archives of Ontario q < MgRponj om Mexico Opf™Nistory Project finding aid
MAT. SUBMISSIC.. REPORT No: . IMEN =120 2D -~ P& ]

Hist.Ms#22\3
CODE NO.




The Multicullural History Saciety of Ontario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7

P

- e

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. _009202

Name Heinrich Peters Maiden name
Address__Box 62, Aylmer, Ontario N5H 2R8 Telephone _773-2816

. —_
Date of birth APTil 22, 1922 Place of birth Neuhorst(Gretna), Manitoba

‘ Town/City State of origin
Emngow{ Mennonites from Mexico Religious identity Presently EMC
Size of hometown Age at time of departure
Occupaticn before emigration
Brief description of mi gration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) . e :
Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.
-

Date of arrival in North America_Jan_to Nov 1956 visit, 1960 permanent.

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

Port Rowan and Aylmer areas.

First occupations ip Canadz (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Work as farm laborer on tobacco farn.

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity) - _
Susanna Peters born January 7, 1923 at Kronsthal (Gretna), Manitoba
Married January 25, 1942 in Mexico.

Information about children and other kin

11 children with 9.still living - oldest is 35 and youngest is 12,

~

Other remarks L€ters was on.of two ministers first elected by the 01d Colony
Mennonites in Ontario. He was involved in the EMMC start in Aylmer,
Also was involved in the start of the EMCs in Mt. Salem. Has gonsiderable

exico Qral History, Project finding aid

inf¥FREEPEHDFOUARL 1y OBTRr TS e e h politics among the new immigrants.
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5 S ’ INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7649

tloskin Ave., Toroato, Ontario MSS 1H7

[PUSRUSIPDY S

NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: ' L ____Peters Jake B
R oo b Sumame | ‘ Given Names '
: 1 i B :
¢ : : o i ‘ ' ‘
DATE OF INTERVIEW: July 3, 1979 L : LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: T hour
PLACE OF INTERVIEW: RR 5, Langton (interviewee's home)
LANGUAGE Usgp: ___ +nglish | | o _ NUMBER OF TAPES
INTERVIEWER(S):  Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT:  Christine Peters (wife of interviewee)

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: _Tape 1, Side A: Biographical data - birthes in Mexico - early memories - parents
economic situation not good - Klassens boorowed $500 ¥z from Dave Peters in order to get in to Canada -
parents had worked for rich Mexican farmers but returned to the colcnies before being banned - Peters
family comes to Canada - cawme for two years in 1956 & return to Mexico - permanently to Ont in 1961 -
courtship and marriage of Jake and Christine - 2nd marriage in ‘the Aylmer EMMC church - details of w
wedding - move to Kitchener immediately after marriage - remain in Kitchener for 8 years after that -
return to the "country" in 1975 - employment in Kitchener and at Langton - No involvement in the begin-
ning of the 0C in Ontario - Tape 1, Side B: Relation of lMrs. Dave Peters to Rev Jacob Wieb - when the
EIC started in 1965, Jake Peters began to go there almost from the start - Uncle Henry Peters was

part of the reason for this - at Neil and Lois Sawatsky's wedding, Jake appraoched Rev John D. Friesen
for ascistance in the Kitchener area re: church work - Nov 1969 church began in Sun Beam Camp on Doon
Blair Rd., - David Friesen ceme in to assist - Other locations of wcrship before renting the Roseville
Mennonite church - Arrival o©f Bill Stoesz in May 1970 - details of the first years at Roseville - Petef
Buhlers and Paéter Giesbrechits serve church and move it to Rosebank - internal organization of the churck

in the first years - the split off of several families in 1976 » recent data on Houghton Center church.
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: .

DATE OF SUBMISSION:

) . P s . : )
MepfMxite Archives of Ontario /L/{_,/[/ c— ?‘eﬁ%@n wmmstory Project finding aid ' CODENO. : Hist.ME8¥2.3

MAT. SUBMI.  ON REPORT No.: __




J J DR
5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario 15S 137

IDENTIFICATION FORM L P . Submission Form No, 009208

Nams Jake Peters Maiden name

Address ER 5, Langton, Ontario - NOE IGO . )

Telephone 8

‘s i T i atu xic
Date of birth lfarch 15, 1947 Place of bigth, P 1iN0S Pratus,. Mex1<“
i . . B . ’ . Town/[City State of orizin
e . -3 vSanm - Co B Te,
- " Ethnic group Mennonite from Nexico. _ RdmmmmdmnurOld Colony now- EIMC
" Size of hometown i - A Ageat tx_ma of departure

-* Occupation before enio‘ation

Q

e
Q
~
—

-

Brief ce:.nptxon of mizration route.Not=~ prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. {mode of transportation :1
por‘ dateofe rrvban\atxcn port of ammival, etc.) S ~ S s :

Jake came to Ontario in 1956 N , 4
- ‘::AReourned to‘Mexlco in 1958 P

~J;Returned.again'tonntariox(permanently) in 1961.

. Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

. -

7.0 Datz of arrival in North Asmerica

1961 to' Ontario from Mexico 3 (permanently)- . -~

'.-‘."_f .7+ . First residencesin Cznad:x (Iocauon with Lm or countrymsan, size of uccomnodat on)_:
LT e . Aylmer area-

" First c;cf.pat'o s in Canada (na'rws of cmploye:s ethnic origins of feI.ow employ ees) : .
e Farﬂ laborer at first. After several years-worked in road and building

construction. R

lmormanon about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of bxr i and ethnic identity)
Christine Klassen born Aprll 13, 1949 in Mandtoba Dlan Mex1co
Married June 18, 196? at the Aylmer EMMC church.

: Information about childrzn 2nd other kin
Have 4 childeen - ocldest is 11 and youngest is 7.

-~ 'Other remarks
at Kitchener.

Peters was the one who 1n1t1dteq the fmundlng of an ELMC chu!ﬂ\

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



The Mullicultural History &eciely of Ontario

5 1oskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1117 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7066 \

NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: Q uiring Rev. Cornelius R.

Surname Given Names

DATE OF INTERVIEW: July 10, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: L hour and 45 minutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEW:

RR 3, Leamington (interviewee's home)

LANGUAGE USED: Low German NUMBER OF TAPES __ 2

INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: Mrs. Quiring (wife of interviewee)

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: _Lape 1, Side A: (00:00) Biographical data - memories of childhood in Mex - (5:100)
attendance in Colony schools - reasons for coming to Ont - (10:00) ©becoming landed immigrants - detal

of land holding of Quiring in Mex before emigration - 8 (15:00) after initial problems at border coming
into Ont, they enter in Manitoba - work in Steinbach area -.(20:00) first employment in Ont- details of
purchase of present property and construction of house, etc. - farming and working in factory in Windsor
- [ (25:00) becoming minister in 0ld Col in 1970 and bishop in Nov 1978 - details of ministerial and bishop'
takks -~ comments on Henry Reimer - Tape 15_§ide B: (0:00) Reimer continued - Quiring philosophy o f
counselling and church administration - (£2:00) worldliness defined - the problem of the bann from IMex -
(10:100) Quiring philosophies continued - sermon preparation explained - diff between Ont and Mex -
attitudes to clothing -(20:00) sermon preparation cont - Gemman vs English in church services - (25:00)
ministers who have left 0ld Col in Ont - youth the future church - Leamington OC beginnings - Tape 2,
Side A: (0;00) church building = locations and size - (5:00) the bann fpom Mex continued - (10:00)
Quiring and wages and employment ifi Ont - David Friesen and OMIAC work - (15:00) present conditions in
|{ont 0C - question re: belief, baptism and salvation - the fear of God - (20:00) blaspheming God (25301
faith and works - missions - Tape 2, Side B: Comments on Jake Hoeppner! - (5:00) EMMC relations (10:00)
FOR OFFICEUSEONLY: yo0kg used by Quiring - collecting for sermen preparation,

DATE OF ﬁUM‘%S Fc ves Gf Ontario :jlt@o,m'mexmo OraTji Praject finding aid : HistMs#Z%\3
: / 17 t /l-/ %7 /) CODENO. _
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The Multicullural Hislory Saziely of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. __009295

R - . - /\
Name 12€Ve Cornelius R. Quiring Maiden name
Address RR 3, Leamington, Ontario Telephone 326-9798
Date of birth February 27, I%RR 1931 Place of birth Manitoba Plan, Mexico

Town/City State of origin
EthnicgroupMennonlte from Mexico RdgmmkhmnyOld Colony Mennonite
Size of hometown Age at time of departure
Occupation before emigration
Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.)
Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.
™

Date of arrival in North America_ L0 Manitoba in 1966 and to Ontario in 1967

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)
Steinbach, Manitoba - moved to Leamington after a year

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)
Industrial laborer and farm laborer

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)
Klassen born June 9, 1931 in Manitoba Plan, Mexico

‘Married October 8, 1950 in Mexico

Information about children and other kin

16 children - 15 living - oldest is 26 and youngest is 7

O“wrmnmmsQuiring was elected as Bishop of the 01ld Colony Mennonites in

Ontario in November of 1978. Has been an 0ld Colony minister for almost
10 years.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid ' Hist.Mss.22.3



The Multicultural Hislory bCLlc,Ly [ Onlario

S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Cntario Vl::S 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM “No. 7344
R 2 . 1 H ! : * | ’i
: . g oo - D .
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: _ i Reimer = & Rev. Peter J. [

Surname’ ; . Given Names

45 minutes

DATE OF INTERVIEW: ___dune 14, 1979 S ___ LENGTH OF INTERVIEW:

ELACE OF INTERVIEW:  RR 3, Port Rowan (interviewee's home) ' B

- -, v Cers “ )
LANGUAGE USED: _ Low German , ‘ NUMBER OF TAPES 1

INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: Tape 1, Side A: Biographical data on Rev Reimer - birth in USSR and move to Cahada in
1926 - early experiences ofi Reimer in ministry - the history of the Port Rowan MB church - contacts
with the Mennos from Mex ~ working with the 1gt families - 1968 the beginning &f the Port Rowan EMNC -
' role of David Friesen, Dave Dyck, etc - meeting between MB and EMMC - school owned by Jaxe Reimer used
for services - weddings of Mex Mennoxs performed'by Reimer - John Bueckert wedding - attending an OC
funeral in 1959 or 60 - relations to the OC church by Reimer - Tape 1, Side Bi funeral of Mex Menno in|
the ENMMC described - Reimer meets OC minister Peter Driedger - "Reimer's involvement at the Aylmer EMNC
from 1968 to 1973 - Reimer has little info of OC origins - Reimer helping with David Friesen in Houghtpr
Center EIMC - Reimer's meeting with Jacob Giesbrecht (OC minister now in Paraguay) discussicn of theo-

lozical issues between Reimer and Giesbrecht - Kleinegemeinde Bishop of Mexico visits in Ontario .

N

FOR GFFICE USE ONLY: : ﬂ
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The Multicultural History Sariety of Onlario
5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario ‘MSS 1H7 S
JENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No, 009197

3 + 3 :
Name ReVv. Peter J. Reémer Maiden name

Address Bt 3, Port Rowan, Ontario NOE 1MO Telephone 586-3051
Date of birth OCtober 16, 1902 HmmoanhTiegenhagen' South Russia
Town/City State of origin

Ethnic group__RUSSian Mennonite Mennonite Brethern

Religious identity

Size of hometown : Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) S )

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America Lft Russia Dec. 8, 1925, arrive P. Rowan March 8,

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)
Port Rowan

First occupations in Canadz (rames of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)
Farmer '

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethric identity)..
’ Wife born October 17, 1902 also in Russia.

Information sbout children and other kin

Reimer is an MB minister N(ncw retired) who had one of the

Other remarks

first contacts with the Mennonites from Mexico whz in the 1950's as
they began to come to Ontario. Helped in establishing the Port Rowan
EMMC group.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3

16N



\ . . . . |
- The Multicultural History Sariety of Ontario | N o

S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontaric M5S 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM R No. 7078 : N

NAMEoppERmmquERWEWED; Sawatsky Rev. Ben W. Sawatsky

) Surname Given Names

DATE OF INTERVIEW: August 20, 1979 | LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: _1 hour & 25 minutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: 106 Allen St. W., Waterloo, Ontario

LANGUAGE USED: English NUMBER OF TAPES _2

INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: T@pe 1, Side A: Recollection of EMMC beginnings in Ontario - entrance of David D. Friespr
others who also came to give assistance - church building details - role of Henry Peters - reasons for

Peters leaving EMMC - Port Rowan beginnings - role of the MB's of Port Rowan in the start - location
of church services - Eam Frank Zacharias the first workers - Rev Jacob H Friesen second worker - role
of Dave Dyck of Aylmer - purchase of the Houghton Center Church from the BIC when David Friesen's take

over the work - Reasons for Dave Friesens leaving Aylmer - purchase of Houghton Church - FEXKAREXERX
entrance of Jake Pauls in Nov '77 - Leamington start: Jake Hoeppner's first workers - other assistancel|-
building of church - Tape 1, Side B: - further details of building - Homppner and personality and lead
-ship Bxx style clash - entrance of Gordon Browns - John Driedger background and takeover of the church
Kitchener start : role of Dave Friesen - Roseville Church - entrance of Bill Stoesz's - details of th
Stoesz years - problems result foom Stoesz departure - Peter Buhlers entrance - Aylmer English Church
break away - details of power struggle in German group - Neil Sawatsky selected as pastor - the break|-
the reasons for the break re: baptism, eschatology and eternal security - role of Aylmer Bible School in
the events - XZPX Tape 2, Side A: - English church continued - Kitchener break away deSribed - the Aylme)

Bible School details of operation and scope and philosophy of operation .
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: . '
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The Multiculural History Saciely of Onla rio

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MS5S 117

009307

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. —
Name Rev. Ben W. Sawatsky Maiden name

Address 125 Sterling Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba Tbkwmne323'2429

R2M 2R8

Date of birth_January 26, 1913 Place of bicty, Altona, Manitoba

» . Town/City State of origin

Ethnic group_Canadian Mennonite Religious identity _EMMC
- Size of hometown Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

- Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,

port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) '

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America '

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

"First occupatioﬁs in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Information about children and other kin

M

OdwrmnmmsReV' Sawatsky is the moderator of the Evangelical Mennonite Mission

Conference and has been extensively involved in the EMMC church work in Ont.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



The Multicultural History Saziety of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7

. No.

INTERVIEW LOG FORM

i
[

Bl

[

NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED

Given Names

Surname

LENGTH OF INTERVIEW:

DATE OF INTERVIEW

PLACE OF INTERVIEW
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The Multicultural | listory daciety of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7 -

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No, 0929201
Naime Rev. Neil Sawatzky Maiden name
Address_77 Maple St., Aylmer, Ontario N5H 221 Telephone __773=5197
Or: Open Bible Baptist Church, Hacienda Road, Aylmer, Ontario
Date of birth__J@nuary 21, 1947 Place of birth _Cuauhtemoc, Mexico

. Town/City State of origin
E&mwgmupMennonite from Mexico Religious identity Independent Baptist
Size of hometown Age at time of departure _S&8€ 9 to Ontario

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date ofembarkauon port of arrival, etc.) o

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North Americz 1956 to Ontario from Mexico

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

First cccupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic xd°nt1ty)
Lois Friesen, born January 16, 1950

Married 1969

Information about children and c*her kin
3 children - oldest is 6 and youngest 6 months

Other remarks_Sawatzky was ‘the first pastor of the Aylmer EMMC English Church.

He and most of the members severed their ties with the EMMC to form
an independent congregation in 1976.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3
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The Multiculural Hisle ""éwo::ol of Ontario

e TR ot - -— 7
S Hoskin Ave.. Toronto, Ontario ;-’iSS 117 INTERVIEW LGG FORM No. /084 \
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: EAWRXYXY Schroeder __Aaron B
Suiname Given Names
T s : im :
DATE OF iNTERVIEW: ___ 941y 5, 1979 ___ LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: 45 minutes

" . s . oy
PLACE OF INTERVIEW: 9 Mpple St., Leamington (interviewece's home)

LANGUAGE USED: Low German NUMBER OF TAPES

INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky

oTHERs PRESENT: /. Margaret Enns (wife of interviewee)

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: _Tape 1, Side A: Biographical data - Schroeder trying to forget as much about his life

in Mex as possible! - worked with father in printing business - Margaret's family were village nerds-

man - very poor - the Enns family was one of the first families to come to Ont from Mex - the Schroeders

moved to latheson in 1958 - Aron work in bush - difficult to make a living - details of the latheson zx

|33

settlement - %3 Aaron's parents also later move to Rainy River - details of the Rainy River group -

the affiliation with the Rhinelidnder of Manitoba - George Krahn minister in Rainy River who helped to

influence affiliation with the Rhineldnder - details of Aaron & Margaret's life after marriage - to

Aylmer & Tilbury & Leamingtcn - Aaron's places of employment in Ontario - mnow working for Chrysler

Comp - ®pz Tape 1, Side B: further details of Aaron ahd Margaret life - church involvement - attend the

O2d Col in SEFIXEEIEYY Pt. Burwell - also started to attend the Wheatley OC but then cami in contact wi

Jake Hoeppner of the EIMC - attend EMMC at UMEI - Aaron's participation in the EMMC church board -

thoughts of lex today - cnly would return to vigit or to minister .

FOR QFFICE USE ONLY:
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The Mullicultural Hist oryéwet)»of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M3S 1H7

e

P

IDENTIFICATION FORM &mmmmnpmm~0009293

Name Aaron Schroeder _ Maiden name

Address. 9 Maple St., Leamington, Ontario Telephone _320-9411
Date of birth_September 1, 1939 Place of birth burango Colony, Mexico

. Town/City Staie of origin
Ethnic group_Mennonite from Mexico Religious identitynOW _EMMC was 01d Colony

Size of hometown Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportatlon to port,
port, date ofembarr\anon port of arrival, etc.) :

Iames of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

May 21, 1954 ,  January 1, 1957

Date of arrival in North America

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

Aylmer, Ont area

First cccupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees).

Farm laborer

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Margaret Enns born January 31, 1941 in Durango, Mexico

Married July 24, 1960 in Matheson, Oantario in 0ld Colony church.

Information about children and other kin .

8 children - oldest is 18 & youngest is 6

o1l ks Marzaret is the daughter of Jacob Enns who came to the Port
tnNer remarks

Rewan area with the Cornelius Peters in early 1950's.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



The Mullicultural History Saciely of Onlario .
5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM : No. 70 Q'?

N

NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: _ Toews John A,
Surname Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: July 12, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: 0 Mminutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: RR 4, Leamington (interviewee's home)

LANGUAGE USED: English NUMBER OF TAPES 1
INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky
OTHERS PRESENT: None

_ . T mé : T o : : ~ - -
SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: _Lape 1, Side A: Biographical Data size of farming operation - number of Mex Mennos

employed is not constant depending on the season - 1st contact with Mex Mennos in 1965 - (5:00) genera

' ol

info on kinds of work done for Toews - (10:00) +tomatoes handpick vs machinepick - approx wages of famil,

of 10 - (15:00) work permit situation - several families forced to return to Mex last summer - (20:00)

housing for workers - €25:00) worker efficiency and relability - the alcohol problem - smoking -

Tape 1, Side B: indications of religious commitment level among the people - struggles encountered by

those who are newly arrived in Ont re: church, etc - (5:00) general impressions of these new immigrants].

example of one family - (10:00): lifestyle concerns -acculturation and assimilation - (15:00) "money"
not really a problem for most - John Wall and few comments about his life - Wall a Mex Mennonite folk
hero!

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:
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The Multicullural tistory Saiely of Onlario

) 5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 117
IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No._009296 ~

Name John A. Toews Maiden name :
Address___RR 4, Leamington, Ontario N8H 3V§ Telephone _326-9246
Date of birth 1946 Place of birth __Leamington, Ontario

Town/City State of origin
Ethnic group_ C@nadian Mennonite Religious identity_General Conference Mennonite
Size of homgto»m ‘ Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, datz of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.)

Names of ship, shipping ¥nes, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Information about children and other kin

 O:her remarks TOews is a vegetable grower in Leamington who has employed
numerous lennonites from Mexico on his farm.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3
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't Multiculurat History aciely of Onlario

: - . ’ . g
3 "loskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS IH7 INTERVIEW LOG FOGRM . No. 7349 \
NANE OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: o vorH o . - Heinrich S.
: Sumame > T ¢ Given Mames
DATE OF INTERVIEW: June 5, 1979 . Lo LéNGTHOFlNTERvmWE‘SS minutes

‘1

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: RR 2, Copenhagen, Ontario (1nterv ewee'g home)

} ‘ o ! - ‘
LANGUAGE ustp: _Low_German - , A __ NUMBER OF TAPES 1

INTERVIEWER(S): _Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: Maria Voth (wife of Heinrich Voth) R

SUMMARY OF CONTENTs: _Tape 1, Side A: Parents origins in Russia - Heinrich born in Silberfeld, Manitoba -
Meria born in Didsbury, Alberta - life in Alberta - Memories of Manitoba - why to Mexico? schools,

Pl

militery sevice - the move to Mexico via train from Gretna - pioneering in Mexico - arrival in the Sant3
Clara (Sommerfelder) Colony - early dlfflcultles in agriculture in Mexico - Schodls in Mexico, curricu-
lum same as 0ld Col. - Heinrich and Marie courtshlp - married in 1930 - land purchases after marriage -

_]

left Santa Clara in 1935, to Schoenthal, 1948 -or 1949 moved to Aldama - Tape 1, Side B ; Aldama is NE

of Chihhuzhua about 180 kme from Santa Clara - communal farm experiemnt but failed, no one there now-
1950 return to Santa Clara - 1966 Heinrich Yalone to Ontario -'brings family in 1967 - 1life in Ont-
employment etc., - Start of Sommerfeldees in Ont. - 1968 several 01d Col. pecple write tc Somm. Bishop
in Manitoba - Ministers elected after several months were Jacob Friesen and Peter Dyck - size of groug
in Ontario is about 30 fakilies - Manitoba Bishop still serves the group twice a year - no relations to
the Mex. Somm. - differences betwecen 0C and Somm in Ontario and Mex - Bikhop Abram Doerksen in Mexico -

the succession of bishops in Mexico ~ names of Mex bishops given i Entry of Voth family to Ont. -
schecols in Ont - language problems not many - Jakob Giesbrecht (68 minister to Paraguay) comments on

Giesbrecnt move.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: _ 'Ciéz;
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The Multicultural History Sariely of Ontario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No, 207193 =
. ) .
Name fleinrich S. Voth S = Spenst \iiien name
Address RR 2, EX¥ Copenhagen, Ontario N5H 2R2 Telephone - 773-7210
Date of birth April-15, 1913 Place of birth _Gretna, Manitoba (Silberfeld)
Town/City State of origin

Ethaic group Mennonite from Mexico Religious identity __Sommerfelder M?monit’ﬁ

B Age 9 to Mexico
Size of hometown Age at time of departure _ 53 _to_ Ontaria

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
“port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) . v :

November 1922 to Mexico. (Part of the larger Manitoba Mennonite migration

to MexicoB ) 1966 & 1967 to Ontario. Moved in permanently to Ontario in

196?.

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America Summer of 1966 & permanently in 1967 in Ontario.

First residznces in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommaodation)
Around Aylmer, Ontario.

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Hand laborer in agricultural work in tobacco and tomatoes.

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Maria Dueck born October 135, 1910 at Didsbury, Alberta.
Married February 19, 1930.

Information about children and other kin __
Nine children - oldest is 4§ and youngest is 25.

ﬂ\

Oihar remark Voths were likely among the first Sommerfelders from Santa
2 2N S

Clara to move to Ontario.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



The Multicultural History Saciety of Ontario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H?7  INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7337 \
—
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: VOTH John D.
Surname Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: __TWne 12, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: _+ DOUr & 20 minutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: RR 5, Aylmer, Ontarioc, (interviewee's home)

Low German
LANGUAGE USED: NUMBER OF TAPES

INTERVIEWER(S): __ Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: Lape 1, Side A: Biographical data - geographical characteristics of Chihuahua, Mex -
5:00) School &n Mex Colonies - cheese factory work - (10:00) relations with the Mexicans - (15:00)
the problem of rich and poor in Mex - courtship and marriage - (20:00) process & of making cheese is

described -(25:00) residences through 1969 - to Ontario - difficulties with immigrasztion papers -trip
to Ont - Tape 1, Side B: arrival in Kitzhener - studying English at Fanshawe College ~ move to Aylmer-

employment in Ontario - now at Clark Equipment - (10:00) Sommerfelder church start in Ont in 1969 -

minister election - relation to Manitoba Somm - (15:00) start of EMC from Bommerfelder breakaway group -

(20:00) Stats - about 32-35 families with 60 baptized - another minister election but not accept it -
(25:00) renatal of church building from the Baptists - diff between 01d Col and Somm ir Cnt is very
minimal -~ Tape 2, Side A: Sunday School building across the road - curriculum in Sunday School -
(5:00) role of the deacon in Somm church - communion assistance + service - (10:00) difference between
Somm in Ont and Mex - use of music that is sung more quickly - (15:00) +the vorsingers who they are -
Dave Klassen, Sr. how he came to Ont and Rev. Jacob Friesen history - (20:00) Jakob Giesbrecht to Paragui
- others to Paraguay - .
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The Multicultural tistory Seciety of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S |H7

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 009145

. : . -~
Name John D. Voth Maiden name
Address  RR 5, Aylmer, Ontario N5H 2R4 Telephone 773-3788
Date of birth October 2, 1942 Place of birth _8anta Clara, Chihuahua, Mex.

Town/City State of origin

EﬂmmgmupMennonlte from Mexico Religious identity _ Sommerfelder
Size ofhometowﬁ : Age at time of departure 27

Occupation before emigration . farmer & cheese factory laborer

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportatxon to port,
port, date of embarkatxon port of arrival, etc.)

Thru the United States via pickup truck with 10 passengers.

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America March 15, ,1969

 First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)
Around XX Aylmer, Ontario - for a short time in Kitchener
at first.

First cccupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)
Factory worker in Kitchener & then farm laborer in tobacco & tomatoes

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage,‘spouse’s i)la.ce of birth and ethnic identity)
Susan Berg born October 26, 1938 in Manitoba, Canada
Married in Mexico August 26, 1965

Information about children and other kin

7 children aged 13 to 6 - L year o0ld died during trip to

Mexico in January of 1979.

X Voth is the deacon of the Sommerfelder Church at Aylmer. ~
Oiher remarks
He is the son to Henry S. Voth who was also interviewed.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid i Hist.Mss.22.3



The Multicultural History &ariety of Ontario

; 3103 /5
43 Queen’s Park Crescent East, Toronto, Ontario M5S 2C3 MATERIAL SUBMISSION REPORT i G2
NAME OF RESEARCHER: DATE OF SUBMISSION: N
lon June 13, 1979
Description of Material No Language Mat. Available Name & Address of
(Please provide general break-down) PCS. Material - Orioan Donor/Lender/Interviewee
. isin As Donation | ¢, Copying
A. WRITTEN MATERIAL:
1l Laleenverordnung dey Sommerfeldeyl 1 |Cermar X John D, Voth
ennoniten Cemelndes.. 2R 5, Avlmer, Cntario
54 2Rb
c= wicntire Locurenten den Hennonitin 1 Gerran X
1672 phones 773=-3788
B. PHOTOGRAPHS:
R 1 H
C. TAPES:* v Log Form No.
{ne tape interview 2 Lovw Gerrman 7337
REMARKS: thoto-conies of the written material are housed in the Ceonrzd Crebhel Collese Archives.
Crisinals were returned to ths owner.

- The offich/kequinescaPREAKIERHID feaioveeks for copying of most submitgad MatAHAl-from Mexico O Mistory Project finding aid

*Please comp- J;nterview log form for each tape submitted.

Hist.Mss.22.




The Multicultural History Sariety of Ontario
43 Queen’s Park Crescent East, Toronto, Ontario M5S 2C3
ACQUISITIONS SUMMARY — INDIVIDUALS

ETHNICGROUP: ennonitss from lexico

»,

DONOR'S NAME & ADDRESS: John D. Voth, RR §, Aylmer, Cntario 5 24L
MSRNo. 003145

CONTENTS:
senvercrdnung der Scomnmerfelder enncnliten Genelinde in der
I nz Chihuahua, Fexico"- 19686 edition

e U menten den lennoniten GCeszeben Zel Aus Rusland
ch Canada anderen" 1872

EXTENT: | pages: 3¢
ITEMS: <2
TAPES: PHOTOGRAPHS:
3 P ey ) ta D5 - T .
Mennom% Arcﬁwes?o‘f Ontario pes Mennéﬁltés from Mé‘xéo Oral History PrOJect finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



The Mullicultural Hislory Sceiely of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7074
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: WALL Aron S.
Surname Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: U1y 30, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: 55 minutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: _ RR 2, Elmira (interviewee's home)

LANGUAGE USED: Low German NUMBER OF TAPES 1

INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: Tape 1, Side A: (0:00) Birth in Durango, Mex - parents born in Saskatchewan - parents
economic status in Mex was very low - work away fpom home at age 9 - (5:00) places lived in Durango -
the Zacatecas settlement - (10:00) difficulties of pioneering - reason why move to Ont by Walls - citi-
zenship secured in Mex already - details of paper work done by Joseph Knelsen - (15:00) details of move

to Ontario - first employed as painter in Leamington area - secure a job in Elmira area after 6 months -
(20:100) details of work in Elmira and Kitchener area - other Mex Mennos in the area of Elmira & Kit -
(25:00) names of other families from the Durango colony in the Kitchener area - 01d Colony Church
population in Kitchener area is 26 families - Start of Roseville OC church in 1972 - deatails -

Tape 1, Side B: (0:00) 1975 01d Col start again at the Seventh Day Adventist Chutch south of Kit on West
details - Summer 1977 stop again - spring 1978 move into Roseville Mennonite church as EMNC

mount Rd -
vacate it (5:00) details of arrangement s with chutch owners - possibility of purchase - average atten-

dance 10 to 15 families - Aaron's term as vorsteher - previous vorstehers and succeeding - (10:00)
duties of a vorsthher - finances within the 01ld Col church at Roseville - Immigration and citizenship
paper work of Aaron - details - (15:00) OMIAC involvement - (20:00) Bolivia move? - Seminole migration-

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY;
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The Multicullural History Saciely of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. _0_09303
S. ‘
Name Aron Wall ‘ Maiden name ' : a
Address. RR_2, Elmira, Ontario N3B 222 Telephone 669-8056
Date of birth January 9, 1940 ' Place of birth _Durango, . Mexico
Town/City State of origin

Ethnic group Jiennanite from Mexico 01d Colony Mennonite

Religious identity

Size of hometown Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.)

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America July 1967

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

Leamington, Ontario for 13 years & then Elmira

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

‘Painter and factory worker

Information zbout spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Margaretha Reimer born November - 1936 in Durango, Mexico

Married July 21, 1957 in Campo 7 by Rev. Peter Wall

Information about children and other kin

6 children - oldest is 20 and youngest is 9

O:her remarks Wall has been Vorsteher of the 0ld Colony Church at Kitchener.” ™\

He has also been heavily involved in immigration and citizenship paperwork.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid . Hist.Mss.22.3
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he Multicullural Hislory deciely of Onlario \
/./'{ 5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS [H7 : INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7 3 3 2 \\v
{ ' v | Y : W | o ‘ , N.
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEVED: _aren N. Wieb) : ;o Wieb Aaron
: Surngme Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: __May 28, 1979 | | LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: __ 1 hour & 30 minutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEW:  RR 1, Eden, Ontario NOJ 1H0 (Interviewee's residence)

LANGUAGE Usep: oW German = : NUMBER OF TAPES 2 cass

INTERVIEWER(S): __Ron Sawatsky

oTHERs PrEsenT:  Wife & children also Jacob Rempel and NMrs. Rempel of RR 6, Aylmer (alsc recent immigrant

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: _Tape 1, Side A: Biographical data - memories of childhood in Mexico - parents were ver)
poor - colony schools - reasons fo r the move to Canada by the Wiebs - courtship and marriage of the Wie]
- comments about Bishop Isaak M. Dyck - Tape 1, Side B: the present bishop (Heinrich Dyck) not as apprec
ated as Isaak M. Dyck - review of bishops of Nord Plan & Swift Plan - Swift Plan move tc Bolivia and
entry of the Rhinel#nder of Manitoba - differences between 0ld Col., Kleinegemeinde, in Ont and lex -
general reasons for people moving to Ont from Mex - Mennonites relations to Mexican nationals - how Wieb
heard of Ont - Tape 2, Side A: details of the trip to Manitoba and then to Ont - realized that there
were more possibilities for employment in Ontario - Bill Janzen of MCC Ottawa confirms wisdom of

move to Ontario for help in making citizenship papers - Wiebs describe their own personal difficulties
in working with their papers for the family - description of first housing in Ontario - Jacob Rempel
describe their own situation as being similar to that of the Wiebs - language difficultiec upon arrival
in Ontario - 01d Colony church of Ont described - singing in the church (solo wiese)

Tape 2, Side Bs several comments regarding Aaron's brother Jacob (Ont 01d Colony minister)

1
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The Mullicultural Hislory Saciety of Ontario

)

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7

!
IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 009140
~
Name Aaron N. Wieb Maiden name
Addresg RR 1 [ Eden » Ontario NOJ 1HO Telephone 866"55“‘2
Date of birth __May 2, 1928 Place of birty cuauhtemoc, Chih, Mexico
Town/City State of origin
Ethnic group_€Nnonite from Mexico Religious identity 014 Colony Mennonite
- Size of hometown Age at time of departure 50
Occupation before emigration Farmer
Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
" port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) , -
By pickup truck (11 passengers!) to Winkler, Manitoba. Stayed two

months in Manitoba and then on to Ontario. Are still attempting to

get citizenship papers.
Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

I
Date of arrival in North America April 15, X978 1978
First residernices in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)
Around Aylmer

First occupatioﬁs in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees) ..

Hand laborers in Vegeitable and tobacco farms.
Information about spguse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Sarah Janzen, born November 30, 1926, Cuauhtemoc, Chih, Mexico

August 29, 1954 married.
Information about children and other kin 9 children L] 6 males & 3 female (Olde,St is
24 2 and younge=st is 9.
/ \,

- . . . . - ,
Ocher remarks Has large family register which he copled from father's

register in Mexico.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



The Multicultural History &ariety of Ontario

43 Queen’s Park Crescent East, Toronto, Ontario M5S 2C3 MATERIAL SUBMISSION REPORT AN 140
NAME OF RESEARCHER: . . ... ..., DATE OF SUBMISSION: . . ., .- ... .
FERVEE B PR TS O TR RS RO Y AT i s

Description of Material No Language Mat. Available Name & Address of
(Please provide general break-down) PCS' Material Omioan Donor/Lender/Interviewee
- isin As Donation | o1 Copying

A. WRITTEN MATERIAL:
' FPanily rerigter - 1 |[Gernan 4 Aaron . %ieb

R 1, Zden, (niario

n0d 15D

Telepnineir CcLo=554<

B. PHOTOGRAPHS:
Interview

C. TAPES:* : Log Form No.
vne taped intervicw 2 |Low German 7332
REMARKS: 3 ic¢h ferily resgister conied ond returned Copy on file at Conrad Sretel Collece Archlives,.

The office remiipmnpRrarimatelhfewiiiegks for copying of most submitted materdlites from Mexico OraMYistory Project finding aid

*Pjease complet.  .erview log form for each tape submitted.

Hist.MsgZ3,3
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S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario Mio 1H?

INTERVIEW LOG FORM ‘No. 7347 \

Rev. Jecob

NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: ____ o ' Wieb N °b . e

Surname Given Names

DATE OF INTERVIEW: ____dune 18, 1979 ‘ LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: _ & _neurs and 50 mintes

PLACE OF INTERVIEw: RR 6, Aylmer (interviewee's home)

LANGUAGE Usep: ____Dow German NUMBER OF TAPES __~

INTERVIEWER(S): ___Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: ___ one

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: _Tape 1, Side A: Wieb's personal history - to Mex in 1926 - school in Man & Mex - rote

learning not enjoyable - employment of verious kinds in Mex - cheese factory, well drilling and share

creopping with Dave Klassen (brother-in-law) - wished to return to Camada - knew of the Abram Loewens

|in Ont. - 1955 May to Horndean (for 1 year) - 1956 may to Ontario - Tape 1, Side B: Dave Klassen also m

D

‘moved to Copenhagen - Wieb working in tobacco factory for 8 months of the year - 1st families in Ont

listed - beginnings of the 01d @ol. church in Ont - details given - role of Bishops Froese and Penner of

Manitoba - Peter Harder first worker for 01d Col. - 13 families start church in 1958 - group moves 1o
Rainy River in 1960 with Harder -~ Nov. 1960 minister election of Jacob Wieb and Henry Peters also deaco
‘| Peter Giesbrecht Sr. - the role of Henry Peters and Jake Neudorf - 1962 Isaac Peters and Jake Neudorf

vigit among 01d Col. in Ont, - 1963 Neudorf leaves OC for EMYC - Henry Peters joins forces with Neudorf

and I. Peters - Tape 2, Side As Details of the Henry Peters and the 01d Col. -~ Origins of the Sommerfeld

church in Ont - Springfipld OC church purchased 1963 - role of Henry Wiebes of Dunnville - membership

stats given 1962 were 122 baptized members and 1978 were 800 members baptized. Tape 2, SideB: Matheson

settlement - 06 minister elections in Ont - Bishop Reimer and Seminole - Bishop Quiring - Tape 3, Sid

(£}

A: the 0C church in Ont philosophy and future - Side B: EMC start in Ont & Henry Feters EMC membership.
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The Mullicultural History Seriely of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 009198
~
Narne____ Rev. Jacob Wieb Maiden name ‘
Address_ RR 6, Aylmer, Ontario NS5H 2R5 _ Telephone 77375281
Date of birth_fugust 17, 1916 Place of birthKronSthal »_Cretna, Manitoba
Town/City State of origin
Ethnic group _ Mennonites from Mexico Religious identity 0+d Colony
(=4
Size of hometown Age at time of departure
Occupation before emigration
Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
© port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) o
1926 (age 10) the Wiebs moved to Mexico. May 15, 1955 Jacob moved to
Manitoba again and May 31(approx), 1956 moved to Ontario.
Narmes of ship, shipping lines, stzamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.
~~

Date of arrival in North America 1955 to Manitoba and 1956 to Ontario

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

»

First occupations in Canadz (names of employers, ethnic orizins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)
Justina Martens born September 21, 1917

Married on December 19, 1937 in Mexico.

Information about children and other kin
5 children - oldest is 40 and the youngest is 26

'

oil marks Wieb is one of the two ministers first elected in the 01d Colony
e F2MArKs

Church of Ontario. He is an excellent source of detailed information
regarding the early days of the 01d Colony in Ontario.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



The Multicultural History &ariety of Ontario

43 Queen’s Park Crescent East, Toronto, Ontario M5S 2C3

MATERIAL SUBMISSION REPORT

NAME OF RESEARCHER:

DATE OF SUBMISSION: ;.. yc 1.
otillE2 £ 3

Hen Bawatsky e T
Description of Material No Language Mat. Available Name & Address of
(Please provide general break-down) PCS. Material - Omioan Donor/Lender/Interviewee
. isin As Donation | ¢or" Copying
A. WRITTEN MATERIAL:
i- Statistics of 01ld Colony of (nt 1 Jerman X Rev. Jacch Wieb
1842 thru 1678 RR €, Aylmer, Untario
s 2E5
phone: 773-5281
B. PHOTOGRAPHS:
N
C. TAPES:* Log Farm No.
Lne cazsette tove interview 3 |Low Cernarn 7347

REMARKS: C_OP\(QJ\ ! ‘g“\lk w—% Conrad G-rbl&l Q_Q{,\Qi& A’PJ««\UM

*Please compl.  nterview log form for each tape submitted.

The officRieambrice RRERNIERASHID ARioveeks for copying of most submittggmateritels from Mexico Ora™istory Project finding aid Hist.Ms€23.3




The Multicultural History Saciety of Ontario

S Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM " No. 7342
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: Wiebe Bernhard H. \
Surname Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: __June 6, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW; 1 hour & 15 minutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: _RR 1, Port Burwell (interviewee's place of residence)

LANGUAGE USED: Xz  Low German NUMBER OF TAPES ___ 2

INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: _ Helena Wiebe ( wife of interviewee)

SUMMARY OF CONTENTs: 1ape 1, Side A: (00:00) Biographical data - memories of Mexico - (5:00)school -
oourtship and marriage - after marriege occupations - 1958 to Belize - details of migration from Mex -
(10:00) how the land in Belize was initially exploped and then settled - (15:00) rubber tire controversy
in Belbe - formation of dissident settlements and groups - (20:00) land, crops and climate in Belize -
details of Jake Dyck group - (25:00) Shipyard settlement - several bishops ordained - Manitoba vs Mex
01d Col groups in Belize - Tape 1 Side B: (0:00) split in the jake Dyck group 1960 - (5:00) relations
between Jake Dyck group and EMMC - Hsrms group emigrated to Bolivia - (10:00) problems of seltling in
Belize (15:00) cement block making (20:00) role offi EMMC in Belize - 1st workers - (25;00) EMMC cont. -
Wiebe's papers already completed in 1950's in Memico - Tape 2, Side A: immigration papers cont. - (5:00
details of coming to Canada - will return to sell propergy in Bel - (10:00) Language facility in Ont -
(15:00) migration from Belize to Bolivia - details of which group and how many - (20:00) other places
RIXXAXBEXXBXsuch as Costa Rica and Australia have been considered - details of attendance at EMMC in
Belize and zOnt - compare Jake Dyck group and EMMC - (25:00) problems in pioneering in Belize re: the

marketing of crops, etc.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

DATE OF SUBMISSION: <& 9-? /‘2%

Mepmoxite Archives of Ontari + ~~ Mannonjites from Mexico QeeMNlistory Project finding aid
MAT. SUBMISSIC JEPORT No.: 1L EN) - C? /C’)r) - WIE s CODE NO.

Hist.Msg’22,3




The Multicultural History Saziely of Onlario
5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7

2

JENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 009195
‘f\l
Name Bernhard H. Wiebe Maiden name
Address RR 1 ’ Port Burwell ’ Ontario NOJ 1TO Te]ephone 8 E L;'-L"602
Date of birth__92nuary 17, 1926 Place of birth Manitoba Plan, Chihuahua, Mex.
Town/City State of origin
Ethnic group Mennonite from Mexico Religious identity 01d Colony/EMMC
Size of hometowﬁ Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportatxon to port,
port, date ofembarkanon port of arrival, etc.) : :

Wiebe was born in Mexico. In 1958 he moved to Belize and in 1978
he and his family came te Canada,

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America

Arrived Manitoba May 7, 1978 & to Ontario Augast 1978

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity) -

Helena Hiebert born January 6, 1928, Manitoba Plan, Chihuahua,

Mexico. Married June 1947

9 chitldren - oldest 32 and youngest 10

Information about children and other kin

Other remarks__Wiebe was one of the first to migrate to Belize from Mexica.
He is one of the few who have come to Canada from Belize.

-t Mennonlte erchwes% of Omtano

-+ Mennon Jin Mgnﬁgnitegfgp‘nngico Qral I-li§tory fﬁglggt fir{\di@g %id (. Hist.Mss.22.3
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The Multicullural Hislory Scriely of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7640 \ B
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: Wiebe Henry

. Surname Given Names

DATE OF INTERVIEW: June 26, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: 1 hour |

PLACE OF INTERViEw: RR 1, Lowbanks, Ont. (interviewee's home)

LANGUAGE UseD: _English with some Low German NUMBER OF TAPES __*
INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky
OTHERS PRESENT: Annie Wiebe (wife of interviewee)

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: Lape 1, Side A: Biogmmphical data - review of places lived and worked after marriage -
(5:00) first wontact with Mex Mennons - begin to hold Sunday School with people near Tilsonburg - format
of the Sunday School - (15:00) singing with the children -involvement of other Mennonites from Ont in
the work of Wiebes - }20:00) impresstons of the founding of the 0ld Col church - minister election etc. +
(25:00) Wiebes work with Old Col from 1959 to 1963 - farther details of the Sunday School - other teachers
such as Isaac Peters - sizes od the group during the 5 years - from 30 at start to 60 or 70 at end -
Tape 1 Side B: Isaac Peters as teacher - also Helen Wiebe (daughter of Jacob Wiebe) (5:00) financial
arrangements of Wiebe's assistance to 01d Col - (10:00) places of meeting in houses and then in the.Port
Burwell school - role of Jake Neudorf in Ont - (15:00) the Bishop from Manitoba comes in - (20:00)
role of Peter Harder as the first minister of 01d Col - (25:00) general impressions of the 0l1d Col - big
families and earn much money and spend it too! - theologically conservative - formality of the sermons and

church services.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

.seQ,hq | S '
DATE OF SUBMISSION: \6\7 / . Hist.M&5.20.3

Menfionite Archives of Ontarjo, , , v - ()«  Me 6 ites from Mexico QfalWistory Project finding aid
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The MulticulturalHistory Saziely of Ontario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7

-

- IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 002 20 M
Name Henry Wiebe M;iiden name _
Address RR 1, Lowbanks, Ontario NoA 1KO v Te]‘_:phonell—l6-'771#--3910
Date of birthAugust 21, 1928 Place of birth _Chortitz Colony, Ukraine, USSR
. Town/City State of origin
" Ethnic groupRe: Mexican Mennonites Religious identity £ormerly GC now Brethern In
: - - Christ.,
Size of hometown Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) : o - ‘

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Came to Manitoba in June 1948, to St. Catherines in
' | 1950s/

Date of arrival in North America

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (naine, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)
Annie-Wiebe born in the Ukraine in 1930.
Married in 1957 in Canada.

Information about children and other kin

Wiebes were the first to conduct Sunday School among the 01d
Other remarks

Colony in Ontario. This was Xkz one of the early contacts thgt the
new @%&i&%@& Oﬁtgrgm Me%eiﬂﬁoﬂiteb@oq'u Wﬂc‘gbrammgrroﬂ@mmwte S 1n Ontarw9.Mss.2?.3




The Multicultural History Saiety of Ontario

43 Queen’s Park Crescent East, Toronto, Ontario M5S 2C3
ACQUISITIONS SUMMARY — INDIVIDUALS

ETHNIC GROUP: igmncnites Trom e

DONOR’S NAME & ADDRESS: ;'enry U
MSRNo. 009206

CONTENTS:
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ITEMS:
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. PHOTOGRAPHS: four photos
Pl F

T o~y
Men:r?omtés fron"Me i)?'co Oral History Project finding aid

ther faces zre vizidle

. -

Hist.Mss.22.3



The Mullicullural tlistory Scciety of Ontario . |
INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7643

S Hoskin Ave., Torento, Ontario MSS 1H7 , Y

AN E] . . T
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: Wiebe L Jacob
: R : Surpame : _ o Given Names (
2 P L IR 1 hour and 20 minutes
DATE OF INTERVIEW; ___ e 28, 1979 A , LENGTH OF INTERVIEW:

PLACE OF INTERVIEW:

8C North St. W., Ti@lsonburg (interviewee's home)

LANGUAGE USED: oW German e |  NUMBER OF TAPES

INTERVIEWERIS): Ron Sawatsky

- : ‘ N A \
Anna Wiebe (wife of interviewee) =~ f<if)/é;é§7§?5%/éé?/i)
. . 7 N

Biographical data ~ memories of Manitoba - reasons for leav;n&;ior Mex

OTHERS PRESENT:

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: _Tape 1, Side A:

pioneering in Mex - the train trip to Mex - 1st 1mpresv%no of Mex - ' 1930 Wiebe family moves among the
Sommerfelders - courtship and marriage of Jacob and Anna - work for Redekop in Cuahtemoc store - the
Redekop femily today - Wiebe goes into his own retail grocery smore 1n Cuauhtemoc’'- to Manltoba in 195K

- Tape 1, Side B: 1st employment in Manitoba - back to Mex for w1nter - return in 1955 - to Ont’ (Vlnelani)
- to Tilsonburg at Tobacco Marketingz Board fon 2 years - at Aylmer: tobacco factory for 15 winters - reti
1975 - involvement in the start of the 0C church in Ont - role of Manitoba 0C and Ont GC - Jake neudorf,

Bishop Jacob Froese, Bishop Penner, Henry Wiebes, Peter Harder, - the group leaves for Rainy River with
Peter Harder - details group at R. R, - Matheson settlement - reasons for move - the role of Henry Peter
in CC and his relations with Jacob Wieb, Bishop Froese and Penner - H. Peters attempt to return @ to the
CC as a minister - Tape 2, Side A: Start of the Sommerfelder church in Ontario result from the problems
in OC church ~ 15 families start the group - Ministers Jacob Friesen and Péter Dyck not agree! - Dyck '
leaves with Henry Peters tc join the ENMC group and TFriesen leaves for Paraguay - Sommerfelders have no
minister - group dynamics of Sommerfelder church -  Sunday School in 0C & Somm - Henry Wiebes - Johann

P. Wall of Durango discussed - 5ovmerfelder b1°hops who vearched for land algo mentioned.

1

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: o A ; ; z b
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DATE OF SUBMISSION:
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e v\_\’lv\;) NNCHILAT D
- 5 HosXkin Ave., Toronto, Ontasio MSS 1137

IDENTIFICATION FORM ' . . Submission Form No, 009209

e

-

Jacob Wiebe (Tilsonburg) Maiden narme

Address__80-North St. w., Tilsonburg, Ontario N4G 1C2

Nome

e TN

- R 9- "
— Telephone 842 ib“’

S

Dats of birth__January 13, 1911 , Hawgf&thlumenort,(Gretna), Manitql
) ) i L . - : 'I'o.wn/CilY : ~ State of origin :
- Ethnicgroup Mennonite from Mexico - Reﬁgiousidenﬁti} Now EMMC, .earitier" 0ld .

. A ., Colony & Sommerfelder
Sizz of ho..’-l_etown : : Age at time of departure j :

o———

- Qccupation before emmigration

Brizf daseription of mfgration route. Note prior continzntal and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
. Port, datzof embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) o < . . s :

-

© Nzmes of ship, shippirg linss, steamship agsnts, trayal 2gents, inns, etc.

e - - 1922 to.Mexico from Manitoba < e
R 1954 to Manitoba " S |

%‘f .~ '+ U Datzof zrrival in Nosth America_ 1955 to Manitoba & then Ontar,lo N
_-}_ ‘-f'-i_ - Fistresidencesin Czn_ada(locatién,with kin or countrymen, size of accorr;modation) :

- First ccevpations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

I farm laborer and construction
S \\,\‘_\f . o EEREEEES )
L ™~ Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)
S v;fw Anna Sawatsky born January 18, 1912 in Gre#dna, Manitoba

Married October 28, 1934 in Santa Clafa.Colony{”ﬁexiﬁo (Sommerfelde

: Information 2bout children and other kin_

9 children - 7 living now .  m¥dmix oldest ig 42 and'yduﬁgsst is 27

One of the early immigrants who Helped»to'geﬁ the Old'Colony

“Other remarks : Y
Church started in Ontario. Also one of the founders of the Sommerfelder
Church in Ontatio.

i j indi i Hist.Mss.22.3
Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid



The Multicultural History Saciety of Ontario o
5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 7069 \
R Y
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: Wiebe | Jacob D.
Surname Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: _ 991y 17, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: Y0 minutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: RR 4, Leamington (interviewee's home)

HANGUAGE USED: Low German NUMBER OF TAPES 1
INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky
OTHERS PRESENT: Anna Wiebe (wife of interviewee)

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: T@Pe 1, Side A: (0:00) Biographical data - memories of Mexico - made Canadian papers ip
1952 in Mexico - (5:00) arrival in Canada at Manitoba and then to Ont after 13 years - arrived in Leam-~
ington and received assistance from the Russian Mennos - employment places - {10:00)employment continued
Start of 01d Col church in Wheatley - 1964 fall Wieb ahd Peters come in from Aylmer - (15:00) meetings
in the houses - participants listed - Coatsworth school - to the present location about 1966 - (20:00)
Reasons for leaving school - buildings used on present church property - (25:00) Wiebes leave 01d Col in
1975 - Sunday School among the 01ld Col - Wiebe the first teacher - philosophy if the SS - Wiebe and
Peter Driedger were selected as ministers in spring 1966 - 1969 in fall 6 other men elected -

Tape 1, Side B: (0:00) Bishop Penner of Menitoba was elected in 1958 - details of the church building
and property acquistion of the Wheatley 01d Col €hurch - (5:00) comments regarding the immigration laws

T

of Candda - end.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 7 G
DATE OF SUBMISSION: gé//gZ 7/
Memnlte Archives of Ontario -O - —-,-? (?(e nies flom Mexi TaNHistory Project finding aid " Hlst.Mm. 3
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The Multicultural Hislory Sceicty of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 117

IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. 009298 —
Name__J2acob D. Wiebe Maiden name
Address__RR 4, Leamington, Ontario N8H 3V7 Telephone _326-4357
Date of birth_March 1, 1930 A Place of birth _Manitoba Plan, Mexico

Town/City State of origin
Ethnic group_Mennonite from Mexico —__ Religious identity former OC now EMMC attender
Size of hometown Age at time of departure
Occupation before emigration
Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
port, date of embarkatiun, port of arrival, etc.) '
Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

ey

Date of arrival in North America To Ontario from Mexico in 1964

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)
Anna Klassen born February 23, 1931 Mexico

Married August 19,1951 in Mexico

Information about children and other kin
7 children - oldest is 27 and youngest is 13

) | o oA

Other remarks _____ __/

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3



The Multicultural History Saciety of Ontario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM "No. 7637 \

NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: Wiebe Ramon P.
Surname Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: ____June 25, 1979 LENGTH OF INTERIEW; 0 Binutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: 50 Talbot St., Aylmer  (MCC office)

LANGUAGE USED: English onseR oF Tapes L
INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky
OTHERS PRESENT: None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: Ta@pe 1, Side A: (0:00) biographical data - early memories of £ life in Mex - marriage

and courtship - (5:00) from time of marriage to coming to Ont - occupation and living conditions -

(10:00) changes in Mex over the last 5 or 10 years - first impressions of B8 Ont - (15:00) immigration

and citizenship details - work in tobacco factory and Ford Motort of St. Thomas - (20:00) language diffi;

culty was minimal - wife and children language » facility -(25:00) information on farming methods in Hef

(A

the church in Iex ie rubber tire controversy - Tape 1, Side B: (0:00) church attendance in Ont is with

the Gottes Gemeinde - has tried 0ld Col and EMIC - (5:00) differences between Gottes Gem and EMMC -

the future in Canada - dreams of ownipgg own farm - economic theory of Ramon .

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:
. e 0
DATE OF SUBMISSION: <t 52 6/7 )

Mem,ite Archives of Ontario A . _Mennonites from Mexico Of®™\listory Project finding aid. A . Hist.Ms;ﬁS
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The Multicullural History Sceiety of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave.,Toronto,Ontario Ms5S 1H7

IDENTIFICAT’CIQ FORJ\I Submission Form No. 00 920 z

Name Ramon P. Wiebe Maiden name

Address L2 ROEeTS Rd., Aylmer, Ont NSH 2V9

Telephone 22_32—8—93—.

Date of birth_oure 29 1949

PhwofMﬂhNord Plan, Chihuahua, Mexico
Town/[City State of origin

Religious identity _12OW Cemeinde Gottes former
01d Colony

macgmu,Mennonlte from Mexlco

Size of hometown

Age at time of departure

Occupation before emigration

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,
_port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) . o ) ‘

To Ontario via the USA

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America 1971
First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymsn, size of accommodation}
" Aylmer in rented housing
_ First cccupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins cf fellow employees)
Tobacco factory worker & Ford Moter Comp.
lnfdrmation about spouse {name, date of marriage, Spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity) _ :
Margaretha Wwall born August 18, 1953 in Swift Plan, Chihuahua, MexX.
Married July 27, 1970
Information about children and other kin _ children - oldest is 8 and youngest is 3
. o’

Other remarks :

Mennonite Archives of Ontario
Mennonites from Mexico Oral Hi j
istory Project finding aid
Hist.Mss.22.3
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The Multicultural History Sariety of Ontario B | | .

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MSS 1H7 INTERVIEW LOG FORM No. 764 4

N

Wiens Werner F.

NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED:
Surname Given Names
DATE OF INTERVIEW: ____June 28, 1979 ' LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: _¥0_minutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: RR 2, St. Williams (interviewee's home)

LANGUAGE USED: English NUMBER OF TAPES 1

INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESENT: None

SUMMARY OF CONTENTs: Tape 1, Side A: Biographical data - detqild of farm operation in Port Rowan area -
employment of Mennonites from Mexico in tomato and cucumber harvest - number of employees - difficulties
in procuring stoop workers - how contac} is made with workers - housing for workers - average earningsdg
of a family - Problems of Wiens with Mexican Menno workers - rootlessness of people and reliability -
impressions of Mexico gleaned by Wiens from workers - lifestyle in Mexico carried over to Ont - on a
different concept of time - religious holidays - sense of rekigious piety of the people'-

Tape 1, Side B: the legalism of the Church of Mexico - Wiens notes differences in lifestyle from the
different locatbons in Mexico - assimilation and acculturation of the workers - alcoholism and tobacco

problems .

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

DATE OF SUBMISSION: gb ae(——)C‘\l
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* Occupation before emigration

The Multicultural History c%co:iety of Onlario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1H7 R
/ENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No. _ 009210
Name__ Werner F. Wiens Maiden name
Address__BR 2, St. Williams, Ontario NOE 1A0 Telephons 586-2626
Date of birth 1930 Place of birth Watrous, Saskatchewan
Town/City State of erigin

Ethnic group Canadian -(Re:Mexican Mennoqéﬁﬁﬁg Mennonite Brethernv

identity

Size of hometown Age at time of departure

Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port,

. port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.)

. e

Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc.

Date of arrival in North America

First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)

Moved to Ontario from Saskatchewan in 1944

First occupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)

Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spouse’s place of birth and ethnic identity)

Information about children and other kin

Other remarks Wi€ns is one.of many farmers in south-western Ontario who

employ Mennonites from Mexico on their tomato and cuchber farms. The
interview with Wiens gives the employer's point of view.

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22



The Multiculturel History &cciety of Ontario

5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto, Ontario MS5S 1H7 ' INTERVIEW LOG FORM: - " No. 7336 \
NAME OF PERSON INTERVIEWED: Woelk Peter .
Surname Given Names

[, 4o .
DATE OF INTERVIEW: May 31, 1979 | LENGTH OF INTERVIEW: __+ Bour and 50 minutes

PLACE OF INTERVIEW: ___RR 3, Port Rowan, Ontario (interviewee’s home)

[N

. L Germ A
LANGUAGE USED: ow Lerman , NUMBER OF TAPES

INTERVIEWER(S): Ron Sawatsky

OTHERS PRESeNT:  Helena Woelk (¥wife of interviewee)

SUMMARY OF conTenTs:Tape 1, Side A: Biographical data - memories of Durango, Mex - very poor economic con-

ditbons in the family - Peter's difficulty with the 0ld Col church in Zacatecas - problems with housing

alcohol and tobacco use in Mex - ministers in Durango - courtship and marriage of the Woelks - Tape 1

Side B: residences after marriage - occupations - Woelk shoots friend in hunting accident in Mex -

deztails of the move to Zacatecas from Durango in 1965 - 1lived as poor family for a number of years -

preparations to go to Ont - arrival in 1974 in Ont - first employment & residences - wages paid for

tomato and cucumber work - travels back to Mex - details of Herman Janzen (son-in-law) disater

Tape 2, Side A: hurried travel back from Mex after being notified of deaths - Walsingham 01d Col church

in blmn.rsﬁ-

singing in Ont compared to Mex churches - excommunication for the move to Ontario - How Woglks hear of

Ont? - taking out membership with the 0ld Col in Ont - problem of the bann from Mex - education in On

.b-

also language dificulties for parents - adjustment and culture shock in Ont - Tape 2, Side B: details

of making of cheese in Mex - migrations from Mex to Paraguay, Belize and Bolivia explained and discuss

pd

possible moves to Costa Rica - young people rebelling in the Durango Colony in Mex -
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o 009144
IDENTIFICATION FORM Submission Form No.
Name__ L&ter Woelk Maiden name : g
R i 86-2096
Address RR 3, Port Rowan, Ontario NOE 1MO Telephone 5 9
Date of birth___November 22, 1933 - Place Qf viithHochfeld, Durango, Mexico
Town/City State of origin ¢
Ethnic group Mennonite from MeXIC_O Religious identity 01d Colony i
' L1 =)
Size of hometown Age at time of departure N
r-
Occupation before emigration -
Brief description of migration route. Note prior continental and trans-atlantic migrations. (mode of transportation to port, -
port, date of embarkation, port of arrival, etc.) _ o ‘ N
L0 1974 ~ | s
AN \3 r
R S
Names of ship, shipping lines, steamship agents, travel agents, inns, etc. v ;:.
':J.
N
Date of arrival in North America 1974
First residences in Canada (location, with kin or countrymen, size of accommodation)
First cccupations in Canada (names of employers, ethnic origins of fellow employees)
Information about spouse (name, date of marriage, spousé‘s place of birth and ethnic ideatity)
. Helena Klassen., September 23, %1933 1933
/ Married September 14,1953
Information about children and other kin
17 children (11 living) oldest is 24 - youngest is 3
Other remarks : ' .

Mennonite Archives of Ontario Mennonites from Mexico Oral History Project finding aid Hist.Mss.22.3
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