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NON-Hesigtant Greuns in World Wwer I..

The long time eniovment of the vrivileses of peace and exemption from
military seivice. as eranted to ou: peonle dnring more than centurv. came
t0 s sudden termination in the Antumn of 1917. The lone time eniovmnet
#f that neace and assmrance of our nescefnl orofeggion and its practice
in a la~d which had eiven momise of continued recognition to sueh s faith
was momentarily dissinated.

In the S~ring of 1917 the United Ste tes. having entered into the Enropegan
strife, massed the 4rmv Draft Bill t0 make u» its ~uots of trrone t0 carrv out
its obligations to othe nastions. in the stxnggle. The Canadion veonle were
given : ssuance that only voluntsrv service wss acented in the Conadian axmy.
But in gmemst of thet same vesr the M,litsrv Service Bill was adonted bv
th: CTnadian Governmert. It was then thet our neonle hecame mueh digtn: bed,
owdng to sewsral clauses in the bill which affected those nisons whose
faith forbid militsrv service. Ove clanse movided that such ner1sons wezre
excented from the nrovisions of the fdet. 4 cther cla nge nrovided exemntion
from combatant sexvice for such pex sons. 3ince there was no imm diste call
fo enlistments and no class was called until Octoher of that vesz, ,oui
eonle were not‘too mach distuzbed, Bnt there was » gontinugl uneagsiness in
the ranks of a1l lest the 01 ofessed provisipng for recognition of our faith
should he migsundez stood;& or @isreenrded in ms ing no gufficient forees f,
blitary service.

Nove of our people had been mplested un to0 the tiue of November . 1917. 4
liany felt assuzed thet there would he no call made on ocur young ben for mili- ‘
tarv servic e, Iﬁ view of this fact, a meeting was called in Max¥ham, st
which the ‘following bersons were nresent. -T,. J. Burkholgexr. Isesc Wambold,
Ghristian Gavman, Levi G%ove, Thomss Heesoz. Samel Goundie, #. Sievenninez
a™ Milton Bricker, of the three gzoups of the Mennonite Faith, snd Fred

Blliot snd D' W. Heise 0of the Tnker Brethren. Ty is nnofficial meeting was
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called together by L. J. Burkholder to"@Gonsider wseys snd mesns by which the

Non~He sistant bodies which thev renresent as officisls might be able to ex=-

pzess in some practical way to the military representatives of Wanada, their.
pofound gratitude a nd someciati on for the enjovmer t of exemotion movilegeig
telieving them f1 om the performsnce of any class of military service." ”

The Npn-Resistant Helief Organizat ion.

L.J.Burkholdex was chocen sg @hsirman of the provisional meeting and
D. W. Heise wac chocsen as Secretary 61’ wha gt later became officilla_w}.
the Non-Resistant Relief lMovement of O_terio, an-Bgv. 11y -19%%. Some disew
xusion 1zregprding the status of the Non-Hesists nt groups occurred at t he :ﬂq
first meeting, it being felt that thexre was zoom for éusnieion 3t least ths t.
theie secmrity after all wes not ebsolute. A committee, with S. Goudie as
Chs immen, B/S14fédpiddyY T.J.Burkholder , E. Sievenoiper. Thos Heesor and
Fred “11liott fas other memb s, was aopointed to"Investigate the present
situation, and if vossible learn what the Stotufds of the said bodies
teally is relstive to the said exemotion masttez, amd call s meeting in the n
nesr future, ami nrovide for the meeting en official name, " 'i‘*;is m eeting
was8 held on Dew. 1ll, 1917 st whieh time the officisl .name was adopnted.

Tis meeting also called for the s moinment of th:xeelr enresents tives of
each of the mrticirating grounvs as delemtes to the next meeting of
organization, and planning for the vronoed object of the meviong mecting.

Bgcsed on the Statutes of C‘j‘nada. which » ovided exemption from all mili-
tery service, with the sssurance that the present sct would not contravene
those statutes, the meeting to "Fecomment that s generous fund be raised
among the C niches intexrested which sha 11 be donated to the Government as
a memoxial of avpreciastion for the wrivilege of relighoussliberty snd free-
dom from military serviee, which fund shall be used for telief snd dhari~
table purvoses. 4 committee t0 be anpointed which shall interview the

Go-exnmenmnent for suggesti ons'as %0 kew the dismosal of the said donatiomns

accax ding to our faith." The Committee anpointed wss L-J-B;ﬁkhOldez
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S.GMdie, D.:ﬂ.‘.H:‘i S8e, Tw0s. Heesor, C. G.seho and S';F.Cﬂffmgn. M is
Committee wes later redneced to three ner sons, =8 nex meeting of lisr. 29,19i8.
3. F.COff' mgn, D. V.Hoise and Thos. Feesor. This committce hed its fizst
meeting with members of the Government at Ottswa on msrch 27th 1918.

Hon. F.S.9cott of South Weterloo, amd Hgn J. A. Caulder, Ssskstcawan, then
M*nis tez of Immigration enmd Colonizstion, Hon. Arthur lieighan M;nistez

of the Interior, Gol. liewburn, M nister of u,lithe end Hon. N.W.Bowell,
Pregident of the Cuuncil were appointed to medt the Commuttee. Only

Mr. Scott and Mr. Caulder, were availsble since it was the last session

of Parlisment before the Hagter recess.

Our committee presented owr petition, asking for sdvice as to our proe
ceedure, and the propexr applicastion of the fumds for relief puzrposes. The
committee also presented s statement showing howthere seemm to be s
fconflict between our non-resistant faith and and the pr ovisions of the
Mflitaxy Service Act, and requesting some statement or sction on the pasrt
of the Government more c¢lesrly defining our stanmding snd privileges. 4
zepoxt'ﬁom the Government was vromised, amd the committee assured thet
our interests would not be disregsrded, anmd thet our comvlete exemption f
from military service would be allowed.

Communiceations with the Government.

Becguse of many pexrsons carrying on per sonal communications with membe
of the Government amd resultant confusion of 2eports and var yving opinions,
the lMeeting of J;ne 2oth, 1918, appointed& one per son to tske care of the
official correspoondence between the Government snd representatives of
the various huzch diséricts. S. F. Coffman was asked to0 caxe for such
correspondence and w.as agsked to deal with the Government through its
membet s. Mr. ¥/ F.S. Jcott of Galt snd Mr. W.G.Weichel of Watexloo.

A4t this time a circulsr dbetter was prepaszed by S.F.Coffman and D.W.Heise
and sent to sll of the congt egations unging the contzibution of funds to

me kr up the memorial to tne Governme nt.
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At the regular meeting of October 20th, 1918 the executi ve Committee of t
the oxganizetion was instructed to contribute zelief fundis to such

m ojeets as The Merchant Ssilors' Helief od Canads, amd various
recongtruction and relief vrojects in Belgium and France snd othe:
countries. The same meeting gave cingideration to the reguest of the
Government for Der sonal loans from our members. The following sction

was taken. "That we show éuz loyalty and apmeciation towsrds the
Government by subscribing for bomds under the oo nditions that, (1) %That
the money losned, or its equivilent, be used only in the purchase of

fodd stuffs or fa relief. (2) That the application forms used by ous
people shsll be stamped, stating the purvose for which the money is hoasned.
(3) That the bonds shsll bear a stamp indicating the specisl projects foz
which the money is loaned. s further resoluwtion was passed by this meets
ing which is notewozthy.

"Prat member 8 in the bodies represented in this Organization ghall be
at liberty to sct upon their own convictions in this matter, And that
those Wi subscribing for bonds shall not be deemed to have in gaywise
prejudiced their rightful clasims for exemption from the per formance of
militsry service by s0 doing, 0x to have compromised their prineiples.
dnd, that any who decline the vurchase of bonds shall be deemed t0 have
acted uponAthe-iz per sonsl convietions, samd not that of the bodies rep~
resented, and shall not be c‘enau:ed for their sction."

The gction of the Orgenization was duly reported to the pronver Go’veln-
ment officials . The findl contribution of the congtegations for relief
were also reported t0 the Government after the Lxecutive meeting of
Jen. Tth 1919, The sum of $69.535.00 had been contzibuted and wes dis-
bursed through Merchsnt ®ailors' Helief, The Soldiezs' 4id @ommission
for O:tazio, dor the care of and education of Soldiers!'! childien., Belgium
Relief, Helief in Fysnce Ajrmenian felief and C®nadian Serbisn FRelief.

The M*litary Service jct.

Notwithstanding the frequent communicationg ity the depar tments
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of the Goverment at Ottawa, the outworking of the Military sexvice 4ct
produced mgny complications. The intention fo tne‘ Government was that it
should work smoothly and have bit one interpretation. But the method
of carrying out the r1egistration of those eligible for service and decid-
as to the eligibilty of exemptions was plasced in thé ands of men of :
various types localities snd opinions. The Local tribunals were composed
of local men with a local ot district judge snd per sons approved by the
rGovermment .
The Military Service dct came into force August 29th, 1917. 411
classes called under this moclamstion came at once under the contxol
of the military devartment of the Gvernment, Although, as stated in the
pzoclsmetion, "the selection of the men and the dealing with guestions
of exemption are in the hands of the Civil guthorities.” "It is not
until the men sre actuslly called %0 colours gthat the Military BDepsz t=
ment intexveneg."
iight

The provisions for exemption were $##¥e in number. One clsuse in
Yhe Act steted the "Exceptions to the :ct." It ineluded those pe:sons
who, upon Orders in Q@ouneil, of 1873, were granted the privilege of
total exemotion firom all miditdjary service. The Mennonites from Russis
snd the Doukhobors who slso ceme from Fussis. Persons belonging to those
groups were not obliged to register for service or t0 claim exemptions.

The one particulsxr clsuse under which om non-resistent groups were
obliged to apply for exemption fr om militasry ®1vice was s s follows. =
"That he conscientiously objects to the umi extaking of wombstant service
and is prohibited from so doing by tenets and axticles of faith, in
effect onﬁthe sixth day of July, 1917, of any a:ganiz:gien religious de=
nomination existing amd well recognized in Cgnada st such dste, snd to Wi
which he in good fsith belongs."

It is rather difficult to explein why such a basis for our exemtion

should have been made, since our Conference had at severl previous dastes

T
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sent to the Government st Ottawa s statement of our faith, in which we had
set forth om standing as opposed to wer in every form. The statutes of
Cansda had defined om faith and given us exemptions from all militsry
sexveie in every enactment from 1808 to 1906.

The fir st meeting of members of owx Committee was with the Prime
M*nister, <ir Bobext Borden and H norable Axthur Meighen. at Ottawa Oct.ll
1917. Thiswas s pa sonal “onference after handing to them s ststement
04 our faith and out 2e yuest for proper exemptions. 4 copy of the lette:
to Mr. Meighen foll ows.=-

"Honowr sble Sir :~ Allow me t0 sgain express our svoreciation for the

gour tecy extended to our delegation today by your self and the Honoux able
Sir Hobert Borden, sand for the favorable consideration of our posotibon
regarding partiecipstion in wer in any fam, We have the confidence that
our interests are well guarded amd that we also msy prove ourselves worthy
citizens in our humble capacity'. The following advice is being given

to ou:r ministers regarding the guestions considered in our conference.
today.

1. 411 of our members who are in the sge limitlisble for military
service, when called must apply for exemption according to Govern-
ment 1 eguls tions.

2. Physical examination before the medicsl Bos rd is not required for
those who apply for exemption for conseienchous reasons.

3. None of om members are expected to vote under the present elections
act. Those who do so forfeit their xight to exemption.

4, Non~combatant service will be dealt with latexr should eixcumstances
requizre it. :

The gbove statement was scknowledged by M2 . Meighen. {pfd

4= soon gs our young men began registering and making applicetion foz
exemption from military service on Consciencious grouds, all seking total
exemption, the locsl Tribunals began rendering their decisions, as they
thought, based solely on the ststutes, gwanting exemptions only from

"Combatant service,"as Mennonites.

At the request of the Committee a letter wes addressed to the

Pr ime M;niete:, 3ir Hobert Borden on Octobexr 22, 1917. It is as follows.-

i~
"thouzable Sir:~- Kinflly allow me, as the e presentative of the Monnonite
Chuzch of O:tazion, the ‘L' L : :

» «
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Chux ch of Oﬁtazion, the Alber s Saskstchavan Conference and oyhe congre-
g@tions of like feith with us, to address you with r1eference to the ree=
cent proclamstion cslleing out the men in c¢lass I as desecribed by the
Mjlitazy Service Act, and also with regard to the proposed regulations
as referzred to in the daily paspers. of October 18.

" The recent proclamation deems all men eslled "To be soldiers in
the military sexvice of Canada, save as the said jet otherwise providea"
It seems that this proviso exempts from"combatant sexrvice" only, the
adherents of religious denomins tions whose e2eed for bids"combs ts nt®
service, and holglsm)?o: "Noncombstant service" as soldiexs "On lesve of
abgence without pay.n" o ‘this tespect the proclasmstion seems t0 usg to
econtraven e the articles of feith of owm Church, and its members would
thus be msde to transgrgss its principles and practices which have been
ma igta ined duzong the centuries past.

"I; view of the fact that the Governmentconsiders the members of ouz
Chur ches eligible for non-combstant service snd #ee% states the position
of non-resistant Chur ches as opposed 0 "combs tant " serive, we beg that
our position be regarded in the light of the Ststment of ouz Positiom "
which was placed in the nands of the Govexnment slong with owr pEuFELen
of October 11th, in whiech it is stated that"we cannot participate inn
war in any form; that is, to aid or abet war whether in combatant oz
non-comba tant eapacity.”

The Gevernment hss slready given recognition to those prinecinles
which we hold as vital to om fsith abd life as followers of Christ, ih
excepting from the M‘flitazy Sexvice jct cextain religious bodies, the
fixst of which mentioned were granted total exemption by Order in & uneil
a8 8 result of our having enjoyed such exemption under the Government of
Camda. Owx cls ims for totsl exemption sre identicsl with those of the
one ¢ lass excepted from the Aet, being based on th.q gsme articles of fsith
0f the Mennonite @Gl ch. /
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" o realize that conditions are such that the Government feels the
necesgsity of teking excevntional mea s in order %0 meet the needs of sll..
We have ban snd sre willing to bear snd shsre in the burdens and priva-
tiong that all sxe experiencing, ani we feel that that it has not been
the purpose of the Govexrnment to impose on any of its citizens the most
grievous sorzowg of being deprived of those religious liberties which have
been confirmes to them during other trying #/Wf pexiods in the history
of CAmxda; butpy militery duty dnder the military axm of the Government
would mean to us an exeeptuonsl hardship and would not be in harmony with t
the 1 ecognition sccorded our neople in the ps st.

"The Canedian Press despstches of Cgnada of October 18th state that in
hew r1egulations ti be issued shortly , "A Local Tribunsl is not to allow
an gpolication foz exemption on conscienéious grounds unless the sppliwant

signifies in wiiting his willingness to verform, when reyuired, noncom-
bgtant woxrk or service, including sexvice in the Army Medical Coxpse, the
Army Srrvie Corpse and Mechanicsl Transport.” This msy be an erroneous
statement or intexrpretstion. I; cgse any suveh e_ttestat ion should be e~
quized of any member of the lNennonite Chu ch it would be understood by

the Church to be equiviocent to a voluntsry enlistment in the srmy sexvice
and hence a dental of the profession of his faith which he holds as vital
to his spiritualwellbeing and eternsl salwation. It is understood that we
d0 not consgider non-combstant service an alternstive for combatant se:vice/
foz ouzr people, since we esteem them both as service in the srmoy which is
o:gan.ized for the pr osecution of war. We most earnestly desire thst no
such attemtation shall be expected of any member of ouxr Ghuxches.

B; the Elections Act our member s sre disfranchsed, temprosrily; by the

Mflitazy Service 4ct they azre paztially exempted from from serviee., While

we feel that there is an inequality between the sscrifice of privilege

and the service demanded, we do0 not wish to hold this against the Gbvexrnment;

Ly
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we but desize thst there be a uniform recognition of our faith. & do not
ask for-enfrenchisement st this time, since matiers of war sre incosistant
are inconsistent with our fsith; we ask only thet we enjoy that which it
his evidemtly been the purvose of the Government to grant us,~- freedom

from militsry sexvicce.

"I ouz recent interview, Honourable Sir hobert, smé& with yourself and
the thouzable Arthur lMeiBhen, then Sec: etaxy of State, the question

of non-combs tant service was brought to ouk attention. It was than advised
that the matter be held in abeysnce uhtil such a time s s when such service
would be cslled fa@ , and, at such s time ouzr people would again be consult-
ed regardin such service. In recent governmental changes these ms tter g may
hgve been overlooked. Our people azre complying with the regulations foz
claiming exemptiong The vital issue is, that, when they 8 vear before the
exemption tribunals with mover credentisls fiom ministers and bishops,
they shall be required to attest for army servic e wmméer 0f a non-combstant
charscter, and under the rules of the Chuzch they shall not be qble‘to de
80. We trus that this will receive the esrnest considerstion of youirself
and of your Government, snd that there theze may be st that time no oe~-
cagsion fo. friction between our Gov-znment snd our young men who aze;ﬂ
membe:a of the Chuich.

We desire to do no act that m y be constued ss insubordination, re-
bellion or disloyalty in sny form. We have always endeavored to prove
ourselves as woz thy g:g'taene-honoxahle citizens of this land, endeavoring
by our honest labors snd faithful dities to suppor t the nation and its ;aws
tespecting our law-makers and 2ulers. It is owm desire to continue td lem-
spect and honox our Government and to bes? owr part of the nation'g.
burdens, feeling that it is not the ®ost of four blood and life that with-
holds us from sharing in in the militezy burden, but rather thet there sze
other wgiﬁhy services in which we my consci;ntiously and effectively

; le fsithfully
1~~~ Committee.

engage for the wellfare-smdf our country snd fellow-me_
following the teachings and exsmole of ¢hrist oulg

4
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The letter to the Ptime MInister was scknowledge on Oect 31, 1917

by the Parlismentary Secretsry #f State for fxternal 4fférs, who wrzote,-
"I have received toue letter of OQctober 22nd sddressed to the Prime
Mlnister, asking thst embex s .of the lennonite Church of Oytazio and others
of like faith, be exempted from non-cobatant war service .

4% the reyuest of the Prime li‘nister, I am bringing the matter to the
sttention of theChaixman of the Mjlitazy Service Council, f1om whom you
will no doubt hear in due course, " (Signed, Hygh Clark.)

The Dew axrtment of Juetice Office replied on November 3rd, 1917,
ag follows,=-

"gir,~ With further reference t0 your letter of the 22nd Uls.,
sddressed to the Right Honisble, the Prive lijnbster of Canads, I have to
infom you that undier paragraph 7 of the Schedule of Excentions to the
above 4ct, Mennonites 212 excluded fiom the operation of the Act snd have
no duty to naform thersundsez.

"IN ¢ P mezr letter to Hhe- sn asdherent of your 8ect. I suggzested that
any Mennonite might clsim ecemption on the ground of hie being excluded by
paragrodh 7, with a view to relieving him of any anoyence which might be
csused by nrosecution after the 10th instant for non-cokpliasmce with the
Act, the production of the counterfoil
being sufficient answer to any inguiry. Since expzeséing that opinion the
matter hes been thoroughly discussed by the Militatry service Gounsel snd $h
the opinion now is that is Mennonites should be prosecuted for non-cOmnli-
ance with the Act, the améwez to the prosecutor would be that they are
Mennonites, snd on the oxo00f of the fact, undoubtedly the orosecution
wouod be dismigsed..

"I think this fully covers the content of your letter and ﬁouz mind may
*e8% now be at rest on the whole subject.” —(Signe@.-FI.L.Newcpmbs.

Deputy M*nistr of Justice.)

Another letter , setting forth the particulax faith which we profess,.

ond stating owr affiliation with the Gene:sl Confezenee sbatment ad
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Mini\étex of Jugstice snd th Chief Justice Duff. This letter folloed much
after the vlan of the Genaral Conference stetoment and was 'signed by
the deoutation of the lennonite Chuzch, |

T.J.B 1kholder, Moderatoz

David "Ber gey, Secretaty,

S.F.Coffmsn,
Angon Groh.

The Staement Wes also signed by representstives of the Amish Mennonite
Congregations of Waterloo, Oxford and Perth @unties, who were in

verfect sccord with it and joined in the petition for a @ontinuance of the

recognition of our faith by the present Government.

It was signed by

Chr igtian Gascho,
Jacob R. Baindez,
Jacob S. dex
Ssaunel Bendex .
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