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DOUKHOBOR LANDS,

oo - Canadian: Pregs Wire,). | 1'%
| Grand, Forks, B. ¢ April 12.-Re:
- f turned soldiers yestérday took a hand
[ in. the fight of the ‘Grand Forks' Re-
jeonstrugtion Board fo secure the Douk-
/| hobor communities. ‘At the suggastior
/{ OF the eaturned .veterang, ‘th
bor lands in' Canada, for.soldl
ment, and ‘went ina hpdy - to inter
iew Peter Veregin, head of the Douk.
{ hobor leader, in the presence of five
j-hundred of his followers, in the ¢hapel
1 of the colony here, signed an agree-.
fment to sell {o the Government all
‘| Doukhobor lands in Canada, or to sell
‘their lands in British Colunibia ' and
Temove .to more .remote parts ofithpe
Dominion. This was the elimax to a
| series of sensations which ave follow- .
ed each other in their train: since the
arrival of the Doukhobor chief in the

district last Tuesday.

. Doukhohor lands here enibrace noar-
Iy 5,000 acres of the choicest:land. in
the valley and, acecording ‘to Peter
{ Veregin, produced last year a surplus
1 of over 100 carloads of food products
to feed Doukhobors in other communi-
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{ DOUKHOBOR LANDS,

{ Holdings in Canada Worth
: ., / Two Millions. ‘

% 2 - 5
Z,i {7 o OV
‘Grand Forks, - C.) April 1 Ppater|

Veregin, Doukhobor | leader,  discussing
1 to-day with the Grand Forks-_gRecong!
|} struction Board the agreement which he|
| had signed to-sell ‘ Deukhobor lands in/
{ Canada = for soldier settlement,. stated
hly that the Doukhobor holdings in|
{the Dominion were worth two -million|
[{'dollars. ~ He stated that forty thousand!
| acres are held by ‘the sect in British |
ﬁgwmbia. only a portiot of which is pro- |
ctive it would be necessary
| to:sell -all the.land or none. - He said
| eighteen thousand acres were purchased
L year on which Jdittle had been paid,
ving indebtednes: of a million doliars.
'he- agr ent drawn up and - signed
"0 ensit o ie.Christian comminit
! behalf of the.Christian community
\mﬁv, 1 Brotherhoed, Limted, T
to sell all our lands in Canada to
roverrment for -soldier settlement
- price to bhe agreed upon, or we will
ur lands in British Columbia at a
to be.arrvanged, and we will remove
;oﬁ’fe ‘remote part of the Dominion.”
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* in’anéther ‘coluthn will be found a letter
from Rev. Dr. Salem Bland, who pleads for
a square deal for the Doukhobors. When
Canada invited the Doukhobors to settle in
~ this. country, and made arrangements per-
‘mitting of their doing so, it was with full

knowledge of their religious beliefs and |

communal system. As agriculturists they|

een pronouncedly successful, ‘and as|
fruit farmers in British Columbia they have |
~also succeeded by energy and persistency.
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| FEARS CONSPIRACY

BY LAND GRABBER

Sir Thomas White Receive.
Letter From Professor
Mavor.
DOUKHOBOR PROPERTY
Claims They Are Exploited

| by Specu]ators and

Ottawa, May

| Commons yesterday Hon.” Charles

letter
to Sir |-
.Thoma.s White by Prof. James
. Mavor, of Toronto, which said there
now
going on in British Columbia 0S-
tensibly under the auspices of the
Dominion Government. Prof. Mavor
said he had been gwen to under-
stand that appraisers were at work
settlement ath
valuating the

4Government to ' an open

that' they might be expropriated |

Jand the settled community broken

up. The scheme, he said, was
clearly a consplracy on the part of
land speculators, local politicians
and rival fruit farmers, who were
exploiting the returned soldiersand
proposing to rob a group of peace- |
able and industrious, though pe- |
culiar people, of the fruits of their
industry. Mr. Murphy asked what ||

el Sir Thomas had to say regarding

'the matter.

: provmclal

| Sir Thomas White said he had
received a copy of a letter and the
questton of the ownership of the
lands ‘seemed to him to be undq;r
jurisdlction - However, ||
the Minister of the Interior could ||

mpL with more knowledgv, of the

' can be justified so
formation that has

: ed ‘me goes. There jis a com-
ite ‘enquiry mvutjga,unlg lands '






