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OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE of the Non-resistant Relief Organ-
ization, held in the Wideman Church, larkhan, April & th, 1919.

Members present as follows-: L. J. Burkholder, Samuel Goudie, D. V.
Heise, Thos Reesor, S. F. Coffman, Chris Gasho, J. R. Bender, Chris
Shultz, and L. B. Heise. Eld Samuel Goudie in the Chair. :

The meeting was Fgfféd $8 opened by singing, and prayer by several
Brethern.

(1) The Minutes of the Oct,30 th,1918. And Jany 7 th, 1919 leetings
were read, and no objections having offered were declared approved.

(2) Letters from David Bergy, and C. N. Good, were read. In which re-
grets were expressed of their inability to be present, and wishing
the blessing of God upon the meeting and its deliberations.

(3) The Treasurer presented his Report of Receipts and pxpenditurs

as follows-: Receipts of Expence Pund, § 435.96. Expenditurs, & 303.20.

balance on hand, § 152.76. lemorial Fund Receipts, § 68,367,62.
Expenditurs, § 60,005,50. balance on hand,%8,362,12.

(4) s. F. Coffman, secd by L. B. Heise, moves that the Report be
accepted. - The Motiom was ¢arried.

(5) The secretary read an appeal from the Canadian Serbian Relief Com=
mittee, asking for consideration in a financial way-on the part of -
this organization. After some discussion, J. L. Burkholder, secd by

J. R. Bender, that, § 8,000,00. be appropriated to the sazid Committiee.
The Motion found unanimous favor. .

(6) D. W. Heise, secd by J. R. Bender, moves that, S. F. Coffman, be
authorized to collect, and compile data, and information relative <o
the experience of our younf men whc were called up for duty under the
Military Service Act, ete 1917,and also that of those whe toock an act-
ive interest on behalf of these Boys during the trying times of the
past summer. And further , that search be made concerning Imperial
enactments that may have been made in years past for the special pro-
tection of Non-resistant religious bodies.

(7) L. J. Burkholder, secd by L. B. ileise, moved in ammendmen®, that
Sanuel Boudie, and D. W. Heise be associated with Bre Coffman in this
work. The ammendment was carried, after which the corigional motion

as emmended was sustained.

(8) The meeting was moved to adjourn for lunch.
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AFTER 1NOON MEETING

(9) L. J. Burkholder, secd by D. V. Heise, moves that, menbers of ]
this organization comming by Train to attend meetings of the Body,
shall have their R. R. Fair paid from the expence fund of the org-
anization. The yotion married.
(10) 8. F. Coffman, secd bt J. R. Bender noves that this Bodj
organize. ; Carried.

<

™y
V-

{11} 5. ¥. Coffman, secd by J. R. Bender., nmoves that, the membersh-

oy
ip, and Officers of the crganization as they now stand, shall conti-

nue for the emsueing year, This actic to be subject to the approval
of the varicus bodies represented in the organization. llotion Carried.

-

- o coamastb b Th MR i adeae e s

(12) 8. P. Coffman, secd by Chris Gasho, moves that the Executive

Committee take ateps to ascertain avenues of usefulness for the %
purposes of this organization, and where the greatest necds may ob- _
tain. Motion Carried. :

(13) Motion to adjourn to meet again at the call of the sghair was s
sustained.

Eld ©Sanuel Coudie. D. W. Heise.
: Chairman. , Secretary.
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e N U ITES 9P THE ANNUAL MBETILG
OF THE NON=-RESISTANT RELIEF ORGANIZATION.
Held in the City of Kitchener, 4April 13th, 1920.
lembers preseunt, : S b
L. J. Burkholder,uSamuel Goudie, D. W. Helse, S. . Coffman
C. N. Good; E. Sievenpiper, Chr. Gascho, Reuben Helse, and L. B. Heise.
lleeting opened by invocation, Etc.
(1) Minutes of last Annual lieeting were read and, on Motion, Approved.

(2) Consoderable time was taken up with informal discussion, on various
aspects of the work of the Orgamization,.

(3) 8. P. Coffman, sconded b C. Gascho, moves that the Treasurer include
in his finamedal report all funds for relief work contributed bhru
any other channmls during the year, by the bodied represenyed in this
organization., as submitted to him by the various Treasurers or other
authorigzed persons.~ Carried.

(4) uotion to adjourn for the moon hour was carriecd.

After-Noon lleeting.

(1) The Treasurer submitted the financial re ort as follows:-

fotal regelptd Toxr Memorial Fubd, = = -~ = = = <« = - « = $ 3369493

SRRl DIiNDUZSAUNER, =~ = - = = <@ S Ln dw o wew 2800, 40

Balance on hand, 56953

(2) "Botal receiplfef for Bxpense Fubl,# = =~ = & & = = & « = 114.93

Total Disbursements, R - == = eeea 41e30

Balance on hand, : 73.23
Interest, '

Total, F“ﬁf‘?%‘

(3) 8. ¥. Coffmsn, seconded by L. B. Heise, moves that the Treasurer's
report be accppted and passed over to the Auflitors.~ Carried.

(4) The Committee appointed at the last Annual lleeting for the purpose of
compiling information and data relative to exemptions, renorted no
Progress having been made. -

(5) It was decided timy the Committee mentioned shall be retained for
further effort along the lines indicated.

(6) 1t was unanimously decided that the Organization should not disband
at this time, but that it should be continued.,

(7) S. @oudie, scconded by S. F. C:ffman, moves that L. @. Burkholder
continue the Chairman ship of tBe Organization.- Carried.

(8) C. N. Good, seconded by D. W. Heise, moves that Sammdl Goudie be
Vige~Chairman. ~ Barried. 4
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(9)
(10)

1)
(12)

(13)

P\o ’." Apr013/200

C. N. Good, seconded by Chr. Gascho, lioves that Se ¥. Coffman be
secretary~Treasurer.~ Carried.

Co N. Good, seconded by R. Heise, moves that the Chairman, Vice-
Chairman, Secretary-Treasurer, L. B. Heise, Chr. Gascho and Thos.
Reesor constitute the Executive Board.~ Carried.

Semuel Goudie, scconded by L. B. Heise, moves that William French
and Reuben Heise act as Auditars. -~ Carxried.

It was decided that the following be recognized as Trcaaurers for
the various bodied represented in this Organization,vis.- C. N. Good,
Ms C. Cressman, N. M. Bearinger, Chr. Gascho and L. B. Heise,

The meeting was voted to adjourn,

L. J. Burkholder, D. W. Heise,
Chairman, Secretary,
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REPORT OF A CALLED MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF
THE NON-RESISTANT RELIEF ORGANIZATION

held at the Mennonite Home Mission, Danforth Ave., Toronto,
December 5th, 1920, 2 oteclock P. M.

The meeting was called to order by the President, L. J. Burkholder,
at 2.40 P. M.

The following members were present:- L. J. Burkholder, Samuel Goudie,
Se F. Coffman, L. B. Heise and Chrostian Gascho. The following persons
were present by invitation:= Dgvid Heise, Samu#k Bender and Nelson Mgrtin.

Moved by S. Goudie and Seconded by L. B. Heise, That the money on
hand in the Treasury be used at once for relief work in China, subjest to
favorable guarantees for the distribution of funds.- Carried.

Moved by S. Goudie, Seconded by C. Gascho, That D. Heise shall see
the proper persons as to securing guarantees for the distribution of
relief funds in foreign lands and report to the Secretary.- Carried.

Owing to the absence of S. ¥. Coffman, D. Heise was elected
Secretary, pro tem.

Moved by L. B. Heise, Seconded by S. Goudie, That an immediate
general appeal be mde to the congregations represented in this
Organization on behalf of the famine sufferers in Cpina, this to be
done through circulars setting forth the facts, Etc.-.C rried.

Moved by L. B. Heise, Seconded by C. Gascho, That L. J. Burkholder
and S. Goudie be a @ommitee to formulate a circular letter as above
refered to, 3500 to be printed.-~ Carried.

Moved by S. Goudie, Seconded by L. B. Heise, to adjourn.- Carried.

S« F. Coffman, and D. Heise, Secretaries.

g T
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1920
May 14

May 14

May 25

Deec.15

Dec., 24

May 14

Hay 25
June 1
Decec.13

Dec. 24

FINANCIAL REPORT OF
THE NON~RESISTANT RELIEF ORGANIZATION.
Becember 84, 1920.

General Fund

Received from former Treasurer, $656.48

Balance of Relief Account, 2.09
Solomon Cober Contribution, 10.00
Fry Congregation, Armenian Fund. 47.00

Transferred to Expense Account,

D.Heise, Armenian Fund of Fry Congregation,
Bank Exchange on Chegue,

D. A. Cameron, for China famine relief,

Balance on hand, less interest, $3.92
Expense Fund.
Recéived from former Treassurer, $89.00

Cheques issued by former Treasurerm Apr.lé

John Sider, Expenses to campa

Corson & Son, Mmrkham, Printing 3500 Circulars «48
Sii.UI 60.01

Balance on hand, $28.99

8. F. Coffman, Sec. Treas.

$ 89.00
47.00
«65

;1§:00

$11.53
15.00
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Meeting of the Execiitive Committee of the

Non~-Resistant Relief Organizatio. N

Held at the home of Brother J. L. Byer,
Markham Ontario, Novembexr, 30, 1921.
The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, L. J. Burkholder, at

9.3%0 A. M. The meeting was opened with prayer, led by Bro. 5. Goudie.

Members present at this meeting, were, L. J. Burkholder, S. Goudie,

L. B. Heise, Chr, Gascho, and Wm.M. lMcGuire, pastor at Stouffville who w
was accorded the privileges of the meeting.
Moved by S. F. Coffman, Seconded by S. Goudie, tle t the Secretary-sec=
cure final data of contriabutions to China relief and inceclude in report of t
this meeting to the Executive Committee.

It was also suggested that a repoxrt of all relief, as far as pessible,

should be secured.

~

Moved by S. Goudie, seconded by Chr, Gascho, That, in view of the
situation in Russia, an appeal be made among our Non-resistant People
for relief funds to aid the suffering brethren in that country,
It was suggested that 150 copies of this appe al should be distributed
among the ministers of the several bodies,
Upon motion, it was decided tmt the expenses of Chr, Gascho and
8, Fs Coffman,in att-nding this meeting, be paid by the O:génization.
Upon motion by S. F. Coffman, seconded by L. W. Heise, the meeting

was adjourned, sine di#,
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drriron— A Al AN APPEATEFOR THE: RFLIFE OR SURLTIRING
‘ooatdenan AMONG TER HON-RESISTANT TROTERFN. IV SO0ULH: RUSSIA.

it ¢ called meebting oi +the: Executive Committee: of the Lion-Resistent
Relief Orgunization, hold neor Maxkham: Ont. Hovem.er poth, it wag. decided
Yo eppeal to. our Fon~Resistont congregetions To render. &id. to our sulfering
brethren:in the districte o Southern Russias

The Hon-Resistent brethren. in Rusgie. prosnered, enjoyed libsrity of con~
acisnce and vracticed +Heir non-resistont Ia th:un&er'the-formenzestablishs
ed government.. Trom: he: time  the revoluitionary movements begen in Lhat
countryvthey'navexsuiiered.irom gll sources: and ot tue ngnads: of nearly sll
parties end fyom:mereuding bendss. Thelir lends. haver cen confiscated: eand
their ¥produce, implements:ond stoclk talen from thems They have been de=
privad of thelx householdwgoods»and'clothing..fhew nave: suifere’ bodily
harm and dishomor and come have suffered decth:&d the. handg:of thelx foes

Thege bretiuren cre 1n distressing circuwasiances. It is not mow a time
to sow and ‘reap if they had the meuns to €0 80. AlL of Ruseia is in a fam-
jehed condition, end in Ruswzia -there 1s mno relief. Millions. will die of -
gtarvation in spite.of 'zll +he -relief “het can be sent 10 them, Meny will
pexrieh for the lack .of elothing and ghalter. Russia's climave -ig much the
same a8 ours. 100.000 Hennonites live in South Russla. .

Until the present time no relief hasg reached our prethren in Rusela.
Tormaxr effoxrts to bring relied 46 tuem failed onf. sccount of the opposit-
jon of the Governaens in DOWCEI. Their conditvion has gr.un from bad to
worge since :the -time the firet relief was atbempbed.

The American Relief Ccmaission, under thre supervisiom of ‘the ¢ M

covernnent, h.g secnred germiceion “rom the Soveit Government in Rusgia.

to do relief wozk in that country. The Central Relief Committes, represe i
inz diffexens branches of the Menaonite Chnyeh, aud carrying on relief wor -
among fugitive lennonites and Ruesiens in Constantinople, has secured per
mission to do relief work in Southern Russia under end in connection with
the Americen Relief Comaiegsion, and with the-approvel of +the -Rusgien Gov-
srunent. Tais guarsntees the safety of the worrers snd success TO the work.

ifoney contributlione axs called fors Food:will he purchaé%&in that Coun-
txy fron the -American Relief Comigeion at sbhout Anericen-prices, and foxr-
~erded as Alrected. Ona=-fourth ol Tae murcha se money will be retained Dby
the Americen Relief Coumigslon +or the rclief of woemen and childzen in
nost nee&y'circumstances_in-other aistricte. Bub ali of the funds will be
used to relieve suffexing snd saving preclous liveg., Whis is the most ad- -
vantagjgus arrengeaent »osgsible. :

Reﬁ%mber the childrean, 1ue seonle, the brethren fox whom Christ died.
Reaembsr the bounvies witn vhich He hoe plegscd us, sad. what He would
have us do with His cifte under these circumstences. Remember our foithful
stewardship. Remember {he cay of Judgment,- in ag much eg ye have done it
wnto the leagt of these, ny brethren, ye have dome it unto me."

Each_congregdtion_shdald_send their contzibutions through the usual
cahnnels to avoid misenderetandings and confusion.

' : . “yaours for the suffering, in ‘the.nzme of Jesuw,
Vinelznd Ont. s : ﬂon~3eéistant‘ReliefTOIganization.
TR T G R T e Lt “Pgr 8, #. Coffpm, Sec. Treds.

4 T/ Py
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A MEBTING OF A DRLEGATION 0P MANNONITES WITH
PHE HONOURABLE SHARLES STEWART, ACTING MINISTER OF IMMIGRATION
AND COLONIZATION.
Qttawa, Ont., March 29%th, 1922,

A delegation comprised of the follbwing repressutatlves of Memunonite
dietriets,~ A.d.Friasen, Delagate Lxom Russia, H.H.Bwert, from Western
Canada, S Goudie, of the Mennonlte Brethren in Christ, Oatario, S.F¥.Coff-

wman, of the Meunonite C nference of Onterio, and Gerhard fns, of
Rosthern, Sask,, et in ®he o7floe of the Acting Minigter of Ilmmigration
and Colonigation at 10 o'eclogk, and were introdhced to the Minlater by
My, U.B.3ulex, Member of Parkisment from Noxth Waterloo, snd also met
&t the same time the Minister of Agriculture, Mx, Motherwell, of Bask.
In introdueing the Delegatiom, ir, Tuler referred to his scquainiance
with the denuonite people and the favorable opinion which he has of
them. He algo referred to the asquaintance which the Prime Minkstex,
Mr. King, has of the idcuncalta people, and thelr partiecular Ddroblems,
anid the favorable sttltude whieh he takes regarding thess questions, He
stated that the gaestion im which the Delasegation os interested has been
talked over between themselves and that the Government wag favorably
inelined toward the interests of the Menuonite pesple, and felt that
they were unduly handicapped by some ¢f the previong legislation,

The Statement and Petitien of the Mennonites was then read by
SeF.C0ffman, and explapations were m de pertinent to theee statements
ani petition. It wae explaiped how that the Order=-in~C uaeil which
clasged the Menuonites among the unéesirables who were not allowed fmaie-
gration privileges had injured +he buBinese interecsts of our people amd
hed subjeeted them to reproach and persecution needlessly, &nd had
placed them undex a wrong llght b fore people wno knew them ouly in nsme.

H.H.Ewert expiained the stending of the Mennonites in the West om
gpq question of edugatiom, showlng thet the privileree granted by the
‘Govermment cauced vhe firast dif’iculty on account of the couflict which
the privilege brought about with the Provipeisl Governments, He showed
that & laxge pe:cemtage of the brethren in the Weet had compiied with the

loesl demsnds cencerning the school law and thet the exercise of patijne
on the part of the authioritiaes wonld have resulted in & more gatiafectory
gondition and a possible eolution of the fifferences. He slso stated
thet, while the dissatisfied gsotion of the Memnonites in the West
ghowed no spirit of reseatment Lowaxd the Govermmen® for not granting
the school znd langaags srivileges, there geemed to be mno inelination
on their psrt to desigt froa theix purpose of migrating to other parts.
He made it vlear that at least two-thirds of the lenuonites in the West
hed adoptsd the school sysiews aad atandards 29 prescribed Ly Government
regulatione, : :

2.h.Friesen stated the position of the Mennonites in Rugeia on the

language and educetion questions. He stated that they had adopted the
lengungge of the country for all of their eduastional work, using the
Germen for their religious insgraetionm only, whieh necessarily was
required to be in German, ie stoted thnt there was no law in Russisa
agednst the use of the Geyman Language for religious puxposes. He stated

that there would be mo hesitation onm the part of the Mepnonites in
Russis in sccpeting the isngusge &nd gschool systems of Canada in cage
they were admitted to this w untry. They asked noungpecisl privileges in
regard to schools and langusge. e stoted also that the Russian brethren
would expeet fmem the Government ihe azercige of patience until the
ahang» in langusge and custous could be effected.

The Minister, Mx. Stewart, had to soy concerning the Order-in=-

Council, thet he saw no reuson ou his part for the lav having been

made to diseriminate agel negt the Mennoultes, and tash he believed it

=55 Soag
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ailleetinge=~2.

0 be necessary to revoke tae ssme. He bLelleved this position to be the
opinion of the members of the Govermameuns, and that it was their
puxpose to to, at sm early date, take this matter into considerstion,and
in his opiniocn, it would be revoked. He luguired concerning the number
of Wenuonites leaving Canada, end wag informed that the numbex of the
014 Colony people was about 20% or 25% of the whole Mennonite population
in the West, bul 1o one could tell waethex ox uot taey all wonld leave
the country. He also inguired counecerniug whe so8sibility of of Meunonites
leaving Rusels at this tiwe, and wes informed that the Ukralnian
Government ned granted the privilege of dumigration toarefugees and
also to a y individusls who had permission %0 gnchber another country.
The Minlster of Agriculture, Mr. Motherwell, inguired whether it was
expected to that the special privileges granted to the liennonutes were
v0 be perpetuated, and how long. It was stated in reply that in so fa¥
28 the faith of non-resigtance was congcrned, it had been the faith of
the Ohureh for centuriee and had been maintained by our psedple daring
the time of the war, and thet at the proscnt time The same belief wes
held even mors strongly by our psople was gaining in ghrength among
others as well, whlch fact was acceedsd o by the Minl ter himself,
The Minister of Immigration saggsted the poliey eof limiting gete
tlements to small groups, rather than in large colonies, for the sak
of epeeding assimilation,

H, H. Swert ingquired of the Goveznmenl conccruing itae extending of
eredit to the iennonites from Russia o pay transportation expenses,
providing the immigrants would give joint nates Lo the Government snd
these be cecured by the Mennonits Chuxeh iu Camada. Phe Minkster of
Inaigration stated that the Government could give no aid, but sinece
this would be in the natare of s loam he would congldder tne me¥bor
with his colleagues.

The Delegation did mot $ry to elicit an expression from the ministers
gongerning military exsmption ginece taers is propossa legiglavion
with regard to the repesl of the Militazy Service Aet of 1917, in whieh
ease the status of the Mennonites as a class would remal n unchen ged
from what it was before tas war.

fhe Delegation fcels that the audience given by the members of
the Government was scceetablr and will not be unfruliiuvl of results.

Qttawa, Canada,
March 29th 1922,
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COPY.
AN IHTARVIEW WITH 7HE PRINY WKINISTER OF CANADA, MR,W.L.MACKENZIE KING
on Mayeh 30th, 1922, at the office of the Prime Mindster, there being
present A.A.Flesen, H.H.Ewert and Gerhaxd Ens.

The Delegation informed the Prime Minister that they had allready
geen the deting Minigter of Immigretion amd Colonisation, Mx. Shewart,
about the revoking of the Order-ineCoineil prohibiting Mennonites from
immigreting to Canda, end thet the Minieter had teld them thet he was
in favor of revoking this Order, o nd that he would bring it befoxe L
the Uouncil for discusgion and sctiom. The Prime Minigtez expressed
himgelf in full sgrecment with the attitude of Mr Stevart, am that he
would pross most energetically for the lifting of the encumbrauce,

It was also, suggested to him that the Governmeir might be = pealed
o to facilitate the immigration of the Mennonites from Russia 0y ex=
tonding & loancovering the expenset of the pausage. The Prime Miunister
dod not veomnit himself in yegard to thig quesiion, but the Yelegation
got the lupreccsion that he might ccnsidexr the proposition favorably.

The urgency of %he Questlon of immigration was still futhezr impressed

upin him by telling him how auxiocusly oux geople in starving Russla
were desiring to gel permission to come 1o Canads. It wes algo vointed
out tc him that the iamigratiom of the dennonites in 1874 hed meant
much for Capede end that thies ifmmigraticor might excesd the Tormex ime

migratioy in extent end importance. He was algo 1 nformed that the

Government formerly, lu e time of distress, hed advanced to the ienno-
fites s losn of $100,000 which the Memnonites pald ek %o the Govexrnw
meant in dae time.

At the @ oge of the interview the Prime Minister inquired as %o
whether the shildxen of these immigrants gemerally stuck to the faita
of the fathers. Upou recelving snm effirmative answer he expressed hime
gelf &g much p oased that such was the case.-Faiesen, Ewext, Eus,

ST DA W ————

COFY,
4B INTERVIR wITH 2HE WINISTER OF IMMIGRATION AND GULONIZATION , MR,
OHARILES STUWART, April 3zd, 19 22, in the office of the Minigterm thexe
being present A.d.Friemen and Gerhard Bms,

Pne Minister .as ssked regarding the meeting of the Founeil oun
Baturday at which time the revoking of the Order~in=Couneil was %0 be
disenssed. He rodlied that on account of other pressing business it
had not been discussed, but that he hoped that it w uld b3 diseussed
at the next meeting of the Council on Saturday, Next, and that he ¥
nad no doudt of a favoresble outconme.

Phe Minigter was then ssked a s to the attutuvde of the Governuent
toward exemption of the Bussisn Mennonites from militazry serviee. He
stated that,at the present time 1% would be diffienlt to grant special
privileges in this respect, but that the lewe of Cansda would be applied

equally %o all Hennonirtes, and the Buesien Unnonites need not worry
about this matito?. Theliinister wes then asked whether any restriectlons
for the Russlan Mennonites would be commected with the 1lifting of the
Oxdex=in<Cuncil. The Minister stated emnhaticelly thet this wuld no%
be done, whercupon the Delegation exprecsed thely fulle st datisfactlion,
The Minister sdded that this was his personal view and that he was
gure that this was alse the sentiment of the Governnent®,

The Delegation then asked the lMinlsgtex wnether Camadisn leunnounites
mAy procesd with the preparatbry organization of the imaigration of
the Hussisn Mennenites, pemding tae revocstion of the Ordex=in-Couvneil.
Phe Minister steted thereupon that it would be pefectly gafe to go shead

and th 't in his opiunion there was no reason for fear add delaye=
Friezen, “ns.
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SULTEMENT, AND PEPITION OF 1HE MENSONITIO
U:L UJ.‘J '.i.l'.;a ..g.LU a<i.'o .L) «._4)).’. J.L-L.L\; O*..L\ AUH e

7o the Honourable Charles Stewart,
iinister of L.iigration and Colonization,
Ottawa Canade.

Honourable Six:i-

It is with heartfelt gretitude that we, the len=
nonbte people residing in Ca da, record the many favors whic the
Government of Canada has granted to us and th great considera-
tion that has been givin to our probiems, both of 1life and of relig-
ious convictions, in the years that are passed. The peculiar relation~-
ship which our people have sustained to The oroblems of the nation
in the past have becn understood by meny people and has resilted in
unfounded prejudices end unwarrented o.position.

The Government of Canada has hed a full acquaint.nce with the len-
nonite people and understands the prineiples of peace and Goog will
which our people have been wont to put int practice in their dally
1ife. It is known that they have put forth special efforts in ministering

relief and succour, both du ing an since the time of hostilities.
Even now, our organizations and dacilities for relief work are increas~
ing, and we are engaged in ministe ing relief in meny fields where
gsuffer in: abounds. In Candda,(Ontario) a partial report estimates

that over $100,000.00 Doilars have be n donated b the non-resistant
people for relief work, and donations are constantly given for these
purposes. We regrat the incidents which have & rred the harmonius
relations between the Government and our people. We fecl, howeverm
the t misundertsndings have existed, and thet indirect influences have
effected these differences.

The Order=-inCouncil of June 9, 1919, was passed after tae entering
into Canafs of the comumunistic poeple, called the Hutterites. Their
communistic practices were looked u.on as limiting their possibiliti es
of w turslizetion. Yet these ovrinciples have newer been held by
lepnnonites. The rescure that was brought to bear apganst this class
of seople has caused that the mennoniies were included. ‘his involves
a ca ss of people in wheh the mamy were made to suifer gor the sake of
restricting th few. uMay we state that .cnuonites having been classed
as undes rablesm miny respectible citizens of this and other countries
werc stigme tized and the lawful interests and sogial life wexe
handicauped. iany business men found their intcrests restricted and
their business limited on account of their religious beliefs and thei r
namme, lennoniSe. May we suggest to yur department, that whatever
may be done to remove this disab.ility will be hignhly appreciated by
meny worthy snd loyal citizens of Canada.

The recognition of actual conditions existing among the liennonites
of Canadawould be helpful in effecting a closer union of the interests
of the Canadian people. We know that diffieulties have existed aund do
exists in some sections among our pcople in the fiest, chiefly with
regard to questions of language and education. It should be definitely
understoood th: t these questions have mever at any previousptime
caused any difficulty on the part of our people. In Ontario the lMenno-
nites have always supported the public school system and educated their
ghildren in the english language. Nelther in the United States nor in
Ruscia have the  Mennonites refused to adopt the publie school system

_and the language of the country. Among the Mennonites in the West, the

majority have also adoptes the public school system &and give instruction
in the english language~ It is only because of guarantees given by thk
Dominion Government under Orders-in=Council that a section of lMennonites
in ithe West claim the vnrivilege of maintaining private schools and
teaching their own children in their oen language. It is well kuown that
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the support of education is one of the characteristics of the Menno=
nite people in general. ;eﬁ deplore the favt that the gemeral publie
has wrongly estimated the position of the llennonites regarding these
guestions, and have formed prejudiced opinions which have wprked harn
and have done injustice 0 oux people. It has always been our pPRIPOSE,
and shall continue to be so, to support such necessary and beneficial
institutions of the countrye.

Mgy we call the attention of your Government to the gquestion of
permitting the jmmigration of our brethren of like faith who nOw reside
in fa: ine stricken Russia. These people,racially and religiously, &are
of the same class and type as tho:e who comprise the ma jority of the
citizenship of Great Britain and of Canada. Exigencies of 1ife obliged
them to go eastward instead of westward. The success of their enter-
prising nature is marked by the prosperity which they have attained in
their abode. They are recognized by the highest guthorities as an am=
bitious, progressive and successful people. The late Vicecount James
Bryce, having visited southern Russia, declared the Russian Mlennonites
to rank among the most successful agriculturaliets he had ever met with.
The immanse quantities of wheat exported from Ruseia in normal times,=
a necescary staple of Britain and continental Eorope,- wWas mainly thhe
product of Southern Russia.AThe outlook fqr,hennonite,people in that

section is very dark and unpromisigng. Wﬁ,belié#e,xhaﬁ,witﬁ;xnéixﬁqualf

1f1d4tiphg) /(Owing to the unfor tunate conditions in Russia these people
have been rEduced to a state o destitution.)We believe, that, with
their qualificatiouns, these people would be wor thy of a home under the
beneficent conditions of & prosperous and stable Government. Our sSym=
pathies naturally go out to them at the present time. Our relief organ-
igations are forwarding TO them $27,000 per month to keep them from
starving. Our plan now is that the Government of Capnada may give con=
gideration to this class of people as setilels in the vast areas of

the West. They have no prejudices against our system of education 0¥
our language, and there will be no difficulty with regard to theix
adopting these reqyirement ¢£/the Government. At a time when our GOvV=-
ermaent is looking out for a people with agricultural tendencies and
adapted to the requir ement of pioneee life, we request that consider -
ation be given to our £yiends in Russia.

The most ungent appeals are sent from these people To their friends
in Canada to assist them to come to this country, and many of these
friends hawe expressed their willingness to send them passage money, butb

fear the risk of having them returned from our ports so long &as the
Order-in=Council prohibiting their entry is not revoked.

We trust that these statements and petitions which we herewith lay
before you may be given your most earnest and early congideration and
may meet with your approval, and your petitioners shall humbly pray.

We are, Most respectfully,

(Signed) A.A.Friesen, Delegate of the lMennonites in Russia.

. 3, F.Coffman, Representing M _n. Conf, of Ontario.
2 S.Goudie, = Mpn. Bréth. in Christ, Ontario.
- H.H.Ewert, v Mennonites of Western Canadsa.

” Gehard Zns, . . o ” . , Rosthern.
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STLTEMSNT, AND PETITION OF iIHE MENINONITES
G;‘ \)J.‘;'..‘L’.'.:a..\.';U A.d-L‘.Ll ..'._:Dl JJ."L_U‘ Cani.\ AVH e

7o the Honourable Charles Stewart,
inister of ILuaigrstion and Colonization,
Ottawa Canads.

Honourable Sixr:-

It is with heartfelt gretitude that we, the lMen=s
nonbte people residing in Ca da, record the many favors whic the
Government of Canade has granted to us and th great considera-
tion thet hes been giv'n to our probiems, both of life and of relig-
ious conviections, in the years that are pasced. The peculiar relation-
ship which our people hesve sustained to the problems of the nation
in the past heve becn understood by many people and has resilted in
unfounded prejudices and unwarrented opposition.

The Government of Canada has hed a full acguaintunce with the ien-
nonite people and understands the prineiples of peace and Goog will
which our people have been wont to put inw® practice in their daily
1ife. It is known that they have put forth special effoxte in ministering

relief and succour, both du ing an since the time of hostilities.
Even now, our organizations and dacilities for relief work are increas-
ing, and we are engaged in ministe ing relief in many fields where
gsuffer in: abounds. In Candda,(Untario) a partial report estimates

that over $100,000.00 Doilars have be n donated b ‘the non-resistant
people for relief work, and donations are constantly given for these
purposes. We regrat the incidents which have a, rred the harmonius
relations between the Government and our people. We fecl, howevernm
the t misundertsndings have existed, and thet indirect influences have
effected these differences.

The Order=-inCouncil of June 9, 1919, was passed after tne entering
into Canads of the comumunistic poeple, called the Hutterites. Their
communistic opractices were looked u on as limiting theixr possibiliti es
of n turalizetion. Yet these principles have newer been held by
Jlennonites. The 'rescure that was brought to bear aganst this class
of seople has caused that the mennoniles were included. Lhis involves
a ca ss of people in wheh the many were made to suffer gor the sake of
restricting th few. llay we state that .lcnunonites having been classed
as undes rablesm miny respectible citizens of this and other countries
werc stigme tized and the lawful interests and sowial life were
handicauped. iany business men found their intcorests restrieted and
their business limited on account of their religious beliefs and thei r
name, ilennoni5e. liay we suggest to your department, that whatever
may be done to remove this disab.ility will be highly appreciated by
meny worthy snd loyal eitizens of Canada.

The recognition of actual conditions existing among the liennonites |
of Canadawould be helpful in effecting a closer union of the interests
of the Csnadian people. We kunow that difficulties have existed aund do
exists in some sections among our pcople in the West, chiefly with
regard to questions of language and education. It should be definitely
understoood th: t these questions have never at any previousptime
caused any difficulty on the part of our people. In Ontario the lMenno-
nites have always supported the public school system and educated their
ghildren in the english language. Neither in the United States nor in
Russis have the - Mennonites refused to adopt the public school system

_and the language of the country. Among the Mennonites in the West, the

majority have also adoptes the public school system snd give instruetion
in the english language. It is only because of guarantees given by the
Dominion Government under Orders-in=Council that a section of lennonites
in the West claim the nrivilege of maintaining private schools and
teaching their own children in their oen language. It is well known thas
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the support of education is ome of the characteristics of the Menno=
nite people in general. Weﬁ deplore the favt that the gemeral publie

has wrongly estimated the position of the llennonites regarding these
questions, and have formed prejudiced opinions which have wprked harn
and have done injustice to our people. It has always been our parpoge,
and shall continue to be so, to support such necessary and beneficial
institutions of the ecountry.

gy we call the attention of your Government to the question of
permitting the immigration of our brethren of like faith who now reside
in faiine stricken Russia. These people,racially and religiously, are
of the same class and type as those who comprise the majority of the
citizenship of Great Britain and of Canada. Exigencies of life obliged
them t0 go eastward instead of westward. The success of their enter-
prising nature is marked by the prosperity which they have attained in
their abode. They are recognized by the highest authorities as an am=
bitious, progressive and successful people. The late Vicecount James
Bryce, having visited southern Russia, declared the Russian llennonites
to rank among the most successful agriculturaliets he had ever met with.
The immmnse quantities of wheat exported from Ruseia in normal times,=
a necessary staple of Britain and continental Horope,- was mainly thhe
product of Southern"Rﬁés{E:&The outlook for Mennonite people in that
section is very dark and unpromisigng. fig/pelieve/ tha, / Wit/ the iy / dngLs
ifid4tidng/ /COwing to the unfortunate conditions in Russia these people
have been rgduced to a state of destitution.)We believe, that, with
their qualifications, these people would be wor thy of a home under the
beneficent conditions of a prosperous and stable Government. Our sym=-
pathies naturally go out to them at the present time. Qur relief organ-
izations are forwarding to them $27,000 per month to keep them from
starving. Our plan now is that the Government of Canada may give con=
sideration to this class of people as settlets in the vast areas of
the West. They have no prejudices against our system of education or
our language, and there will be no difficulty with regard to tneir
adopting these reqgirement Pdf/the Government. At a time when our Gov=-
ermanent is looking out for a people with agricultural tendencies and
adapted to the requirement of pioneer life, we request that consider=-
ation be given to our friends in Russia.

The most umgent appeals are sent from these people to their friends
in Canada to assist them to come to this country, and many of these
friends hawe expressed their willingness to send them passage money, but

fear the risk of having them returned from our ports so long as the
Order-in-Council prohibiting their entry is not revoked.

We trust that these statements and petitions which we herewith lay
before you may be given your most earnest and early comnsideration and
may meet with your approval, and your petitioners shall humbly pray.

We are, Most respectfully,

(Signed) A.A.Friesen, Uelegate of the llennonites in Russia.

- 3.F.Coffmen, Representing M _n. Conf, of Ontario.

w8, Goudie, " §,n. Bréth., in Christ, Ontario.

. H.H.Ewert, 3 Mennonites of Western Canada.

» Gehard Ens, - - . ” - , Rosthern.




_Mennonite Archives of Ontario A\ & )\ N ¥ Yk,

: -y ‘ ~\“ﬁ el .
> “Hepors ¢ WS deseserdei w135
ARNUAL MEBETING OF THE ROH-RESISTANT RELIEP ORGAHIZATIOR
held in the

Firat Mennonite Chureh, Kitchener, Ont.,
Apzil 1B, 1922,

At the call of the Chairman, the annual meeting of the None
Reglegtant Hellef Organigation wee called into session at the Pirst
Hennonite Church Kitchenmer, OUnt, Apr8&l 18th, 1922, Brother L. J.
Burkholdex, Cha iyman, presiding.

The fol owing membexs of the Oxganigzation were presemt.-

Le J, Burkholder, Semukl Goudie, S.F.Coffman, L.B.Heise, David bexgey,
Chrigtian 0, Jacob R. Bender, slso Hosh B. Bearinger, wnefficislly.
The SecYetary read the minutes of the previous meeting, whiejh,

unamended, were sustained.

The Conmittee on Compiling records of experiences of our brethren
during the late war snd Searching vecords for legielation reguxd
militexy ezemptions gave & re oxt through 3. F. Cofiman snd 5 Goudie.

Onumotion of L. H. Heise, seconded by J.BBendex, the repmt was
agcepted and the Comaittee retained.

A motion wae sustained that the Brethren J.R.Bender, lesh Searinger,

LeBoHoise, 5. Goudle and S*F.Coffman shall collect date from the
sevexal »&iu of our Organizetion regarding the experiences of oux
bnm:: in ¢smpe and before militery Tribwnsls for compiling and
Prexrvation,

The nembers of the OUrganisation who accompenied the Russian
Brethren to Ottaws, M ych 29%!. to interview the Govexnaent regarxdiw

the revocation of the Ordoere uneil prohibiting the imaigration
of Menmnonites and securiug privileges for the suffering brethren ‘
Rusela %o setile in Canada, reported %o the meeting through 3, Goudie
and 3. F.Coffman, The repoxrt was approved.

Moved by David Bergey and scconded by C.Gasho thaet the travelling
expenses of the brethren Z.7.Coffman and 3, Soudie be paid out of the
expense fund of the Organizstion.~ Carried.

It wee alpo moved and carried, That the axpenses of the brethzren
attending this meeting be paid ocut of the expense fund,

4 motion wss made and sustained, That an appesl be made to oux
congregations fox funds to defray further exponses of this (rganization,

and that such contzibutions above the amount requived for the expense
fund shall be vlsced in the relief funds.

It wee moved by Brother D wvid Bo:fty erd secondcd by J.H.Bender,
That all of the of7icers shell be reeleoted,~ Carried.

Upon fdxiher eousidexation it wee discovered thet the reeleection
of all ofiicers gave s0me of the bodles reprecented too large @
quots of wembers on the BExecutive Comuittee, whereunon a motion was
made by i.J.Burkholdex, secondsd by S.F.Coffmen thet the election
of officers be reeonsidered.- Carried.

Byother D.Bergey then moved the electlion of i, Goudie as Chaiymen
of the OUrganisstion, and the motion, seconded by D. Bexgey, was carried.

Moved by L. Bexgey, second:d by S.@0udie, Thet L.B.Heise bhe
slected viee-chalrmen,~ Csrried, _

Moved by L.Bergey, seconded by J.R.Bemdex, Tt S.F.Coffmun be
reelected Secrotary Treasurer,~ Cazried.

The foliowing uwembers, with the effieoxrs of the Urganisstion,
were electedmembers of the Uxecutice Comnittes.~ C. Ggsho and
HeB. Benxinger. :

The meubere of the Urganisatioy representing the various vedies
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ANNUAL MERTING OF THE NON-RESISTANT RELIEF ORGANIZATION
Held in the Churgéh of the liennonite Brethren in Christ,
Mount Joy, Markham Ont., Maxch 29, 1223,

The meeting was called to ordexr by the Chsai tman , Bro. Sanuel Goudie.
at 9.45 A.ll. Levi Heise and S.F.Coffman led in prayez.

liembers present were S. Goudie, S.F.Coffman, Levi Heise. 8Silas Cressman,
Christian Gascho and Christian Schultz.

The minutes of the Secretary not being as hand the report was not given

The report of the Cpmmittee to compile statistics and experiences of
our brethren who passed before militazry tribunals and in camms, was not
ready but was considered for some time.

A motion, by ST Cressman ami L, Heise, That the Committee to cdllect
statistics and compile reports be retadned and urged to carfy on their
woxrk, was passed. - S.F.Qoffman and S. Goudie, the Coumittee.

Upon motion by L. Heise and S.F.Coffman, Samuel Goudie was elected

Chairman of the Non-resistant Belief Orgenization for tke com ng yeax.

S.Cressman and C. Ggscho supported the motion to elect S.F.Coffman as
Secretary Treasuer for the coming yesr.- Carried.

The following Brethren were elected as the Executive Committee foxr the
ecoming year:~- S.Goudje, D.W.Hgise, S.F.Coffman, Chx, Gascho, Thos. Ressozr,
M nnonite , ;

The porosm ctus of“the/Colonization Association of North America was read
by the Secretary and was given extended consideration and discussion; aml
also therelatdon of our resective districts to the work of the Coloniza-
tion Associati on was gone into woth careful consideration. Resoluti on .-

Besolved, "That we hereby express our apporval of the purposes set forth
andof the work done by the lMennonite @ lonization Associati on of North
America, L,mited, and we recommend that the res® ctive bodies represented
in ouxr Rellef Urganization take such steps in aiding the Colonization As-
sociation in the work of bringing out of Russia our suffering brethren in
the faith as each body may find best adapted to their circumstances; we als
urge that substantial aid should be given in order to meet the great #inan-
cial needs and burdens conn cted with the reldef project.

It was also Resolved, That the Secretary be instrueted to correspond
with the M nnonite Coltnization of North America Limited, zregaxding the
pl.n of payment of shares, ®» as to accomodate the needs of subscribers in

~ Ontario, and to give assurance to their investments.

-~

p o

Whereas the matter of bringing in Mennonite refugees from other count-
ries than Russia was considered, We recommend that Brother L.J.Burkholdezx
be instructed to secure information pertaining yo the mattex from the
Immigration zepaxrtment at Toronto, and report his findings to the Sec-
retary who sﬁall in turn zeport to the members of the N/R.R. Organization.

Upon motion of S. Cressman, the meeting adjourned at 3.45 P.I.

Treasurexr's heport.

Bglamnce in Bank, To Bxpense Account, Maz . 29, 1923, $40.84.
S L Goffman, Secretary.
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NONeRESISTANT RELIEF ORGANIZATION.
Report of Annual Meeting, held in the Mennonite Brethren in
Christ, Church, Kitchener Ontario,
April 9, 1924,

The meeting was called to order at 9.30 A. M. by the Chairmap, f‘\
Br other Samud® Goudie. Members present were, Silas Cressman, Ephraim
Sievenpiper, L. J. Burkholder, David Bergey and S. F. Coffman,

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read, and,upon Motion,Wwere
approved.

The report of the Secretary, who had been instructed at the last

meeting to correspod with the Camsdian Mennonite Board of Colonization
regarding the Russian Mennonite Immigration, was then given, Upon motion
by Brethren L. J. Burkholder and B.Sievenpiper the report eas accepted.

The Committee appo.nted to compile statistics respecting our brethmen
who had desl ings with Military Tribunals, repobted some progress, snd uopn
motion were retained.- S. Goudie, S. F. Coffman.

1t was mowed by the brethren S. Cressman and E. Sievenpiper that
Brother D. W. Heise be added to the Coanittee. = Garried.

An inquiry concerning the Committeeappointed to investigate the earl-
iest records of exeption for Mennonites and other non~-resistant pe ple,
brought no report, as one of the members of the Com ittee was absent.~ The
Comnittee stands.~ S. F. Coffman, D.W.Heise.

The reorganization was then effected with offiwers for the ensuing
year as follows.=
Chairman, D. W. Heise, Gormleyb Ont. -
Viee~cahirman,L. J. Burkholder, Markham. :
Secretary-Treasurer, S. F. Coffman, Vaneland
Executive Committee,~ D. W. Heise, S. F. Coffman, S.Goudie, Stouffvilke,
C. Gascho, Baden, Thomas Reesor, Pickering. gt
llember gy of the orgaq&gg}ion stand as formerly, D.W.Heise, Gromley, L.B.
eisg, Gormley, Baubea—&tfse, Gormley, L.J.Burkholdex, Mgrkham, Dawid e/
g%;ée » Npw Dundee, Thomms Reesor, Pickering, Urias Martin7 Weterloo,

Nosh B nger, Hlmira, Chr, Gascho, Baden, Jgcob R. Bender, Tavistock

i . 1. i o b g - ’1{ ¥ »Lh( AI"J'». T
R b IR AN B Ve P e, Ninslang, S Omdi, BSaeldi i
Peac easr&c: £
The report of the Tressurer was given and accepted, showing a balance
of $20.69 cents in the Treasury, to the credit of the Expense Account.

After a prolonged consideration of the present movement to bring
Russian Mennonites to Canada this year, under the agreement made with
the Canadian Pacific Railway Co. by the Canadisn Mennonite Boarda of
Colonization of Rosthern Sask, the following resolution was presented by
motion of the brethren S. Cressman abd D. Bergey.~

Whereas our Secretary has given us very helpful information regarding
the transportation of imuigrants from Hussia, and the taking care of them
when they arrive in this country,

Therefore, Resolved, That we express oux avpreciation of the same and
further, that he issue a circular letter to the w rious congregations
represented here and request the pastors to arrange for the soliciting
of loans, either privately or at special meetings as may be decided o~
advisable. - 2

Upon lotion by Brothex E. Sievenpiper, seconded by Bro.S. Cressman,
the meeting adjourned at 3,30 P. M.

8. F. Coffman Secretary.
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8. ¥. CORFMAN

VINELAND, ONTARIO

WUESTIONS FOB INFORMATION BEGABDING THE EXPHB IENCES OF OUB

5.

N\)N/bESlSl‘:‘.LEl‘ MEN WHEN CALLED BEFOBE MILITAEY TB IBUNALS.

At what time werxe you called t0 xeport undex Militery Sexrvice Act?
Give your age ami your Ghuzch home.

To which tribunal did you first report? Neme of place and Officers.
What cleims did you enter for exemption from sexvice?
What ¢uestions did the officers ask you regarding your Church member shp?

What (uestions were asked you regarding the Church Doctrines?

SlUhe t were you ssked concerning your own faith and belief in the non-

Te

8.

9.

lol

11.
12,

M

M,

15.
16,

17.

18.

tesisteft¥. doctrines and your practice of them?

What questions were you ssked, 0r what cases #id the trubunsl present
to test your non-resistaent faith?

If the txibunel used the Seriptures to disprove the non-registant
doctrines, 0 to orose that war wes right, what were the Serintutes?

What Scriptures did you use to prove the doctrine of the Church and
your stand for non-resistance?

Did you mss the physical examination, if so, to what class were
you asgssigned?

If not exempted, how was your case disposed of?
If exempted what was the m ture of the exemption allowed?

What papers were given you for exemption?®

.

If given a leasve of absence, what papers did you receive and how
often and where did you repor t?

Did you suffer any abuse? if so, what was the nature of it?

Did you receive any aid from ministers or oth'rs when you appeazred
before the tribunalf If so, what aid and by whom?

1f forced into the camp’ for service, what was the nature of the
gservice? and what fiid you do? or what did you suffer?

How and when were you dismissed from sexvice? o0r what Dapers were
given you at the close of the sexrvice 0r st the close of the Wax ¥






