
Part V: 
Speaking through correspondence 
Letters were the primary means of communication between 
Alternative Service workers and their distant communities.   
 
The Archives holds copies of newsletters circulated by churches to 
their men in alternative and military service. These often contain 
news from the home congregation, as well as sermons and other 
words of encouragement. The Archives also holds personal 
correspondence to and from the men, their families and friends. The 
men also wrote to Mennonite leaders asking for help and advice. 
The following are letters from:  

 David Jantzi to his wife Lavina and family 

 Harold Schmidt to his friend (later wife) Enid Culp 

 The Ontario Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches to “our 
men in the services” 

 Erb Street Mennonite church, featuring a sermon by J. B. Martin 
on “The Church’s responsibility to our young men in camp”  
 

The Archives welcomes donations of letters, photographs, diaries 
and other memorabilia so that we can continue to preserve and tell 
the story of Alternative Service. 
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