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. A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF iY EXPERTENCE AS MEMBER OF EXECUTTVE
> 3 COMMITTEE DURTNG THE WAR 1914 191

iy Father Christien Reesor Bishop of the Mennonite church for 50 years
raving died Dec 26 1915 . T was ordained as Minister in 1916,
As the war had been raging about two years matters for the Non-
Resistant Curches became somewhat tense, but it wes not until Aug 29,1917
that the MILITARY SERVICE ACT was passed for the purpose of raising 100,000
men by conseription first draft to consist of single men between the age of
20 and 24 years.

On Nov 17th 1917 a meeting of ministers of the varuous non resistant
denominations was called at Widemans church ,the following persons were oreset
LeJsBurkholder ,Isaac "ambold » Christian Gaymen , Levi Grove ,Thomas *‘eesor
vamuel Goudie , E Sevenpiper , Milton Bricker » Representing the three branc-
hes of the liennonite church ,and Fred Elliott,and D.W.Heice representing the

> funkerd church. These men were called together unoficially by L.J.Burkholder,
. for the purvose of considering ways and means by which the NON-Resistant bo=
f dies ,which they represent as officials ,ight be able to express in some pra
’ ctical manner to the Military representatives oc Canada, their profound grat-
itude , and aprpreciation sfor the enjoyment of exemption privilages grantec
them from the performances of eny class of Military service.
After considerable discussion the following resolution was carried.
THEREAS it appears ,from official documents ;and correspondence in the hands
of those present ,that the Government of Canada, through the Militia departmed
has endeavored to make ample provision FPor the exemption of the various bodi-
és represented ,and yet there seems to be room for suspition at least that
their security after all is not absolute,

THEREFORE be it resolved ,that Eld S.Goudie ( as chairmsn ) 1.J.Bu-
rkholder ,E. Sievenpiper »Thos Reesor ,and Fred Elliott be a comnitiee to inv-
estigate the present situstion + And if possible 1learn definitely what the

. statutes of said bodies really are relative +o the said exemption matter.
end call e weeting in the near future,and providing for the personel of the
meeting so called an official name. . The resolution was sustained.

L.J.Burkholder ,Chairmen .W.D.Heise Seey
A second meeting was called on Deec 11 ,1917 , and the official name
of Non Resistant Relief Movement Bi¥er of Onterio wes chosen .

Resolved that the different representatives appointed by the Non
Resistant bodied,with two additional revresentatives from Bro Thos Reesors
branch of the Church or their successors on office as may be appointed from
time to time ,constitutes thie organization,

Resolved,That one revresentative from each society represented
constitute the executive Committee .

The following were eppointed.L.J.Burkholder , S,Goudie, D.W.Heise
Thos Reesor and. .C.Gasho.

During the Dominion Tlection after passing the ifilitary service at
act T with a few others interviewed Premier Sir Robert Borden at lr Weichels
house in Waterloo regarding the drafting of some of our boya who ceme under i
the provision of the act as class,1.3ir Robert gave no éncouragement but refe-
red us to the Highest Tribunal at Ottawa,

S.F.Coffman D.W.Heise and myself went to Ottaws under appointment
end interviewed a Mr Calder M.P. received sn attentive hearing but as we had
no first hand knowledge of the Act covering the exemption of Mennonites we
made no noticable headway,lir Coffm-n addressed the Ministers. :

As T had received inetructions from a Former meeting I made a-
rrengements with A.F,7ilsong8olieitor to search throughout the Archives in
Osgood Hall and Queens Park, for the Act covering the exemption from Wilitaery

SeTViff A the llonnonites whish turned out to imelude the Tunkers and Quakers
as we

L]
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That ie ,giving the latter the same privilage as the Mennonites,

The first act recorded is dated 180f under George 3 which exempts
members in good standing of the above Denominations or Societies. provided
they produced certificates to the effect that they were members in good
standing and peid a tex of twenty shillings in time of peace eand five
poinds in time of war or invasion,thie tax to be paid every yeer before the
first od december,this act inecluded every male between the age of 16 and 60

The Military service sct was revised from time to time until the Milita-
yy Service act passed during the war,on the 29th day of August 1917,

After receiving an exhaustive copy of the various acts covering the
exemptions of the nonresistant bodies we as members of committee had definite
ground to work on,but on account of each delegate working for the interest of
his own particular branch ,caused more or less confusion which were straigh®
tened out when we all met on various occasions,there also was quite & diffes
rence in the judgement of the different officers commanding in the various
districts, lMilitary districte No 1 and No 2, were Torohto and London ,Toronto
distriet Officers were far more exacting thean London towards the end of the
War.

It will be noted that the exemptions covered onl¥y those who were memb-

ers in good standing , producing a Certificate to that effeet signed by a
Bishop of the branch in which he was a membet,( the names of each Bishovr hav-
ing been forwarded to the Government officials ) Consedquently there were quis
te a number of young men who had not been babtized ,in the various denominate
ions ,therefore did not qualify as members in good standing,these were all ds
rafted or cowrt-martialed and put to various Jaols. This condition vroduced &
serious problem for all . ~

As T had worked with N,M.Bearinger in the interest of our branch, toge-
ther we got & great deal of assistance from the member of Parliament of North
Yaterloo,who however was defeated in the War election ( ) he however con-
tinued to work in our behalf through the member elect of South “aterloo.

On & sunday we had an sppointment with the South Taterloo member et
Preston Springs Hotel at Preston.

We presented the case on behalf of our young boys in the various Gam-
ps thus; The presbyteriens and varioud denominations babtise their Children in
infency therefore they are members from childhood ,but as we do not believe
in Infent baptism ,some of our young peorle are not baptised and taken into
the church until after militaery age notwithstending that they had been brou-
ght up and had been regular attendents and never had sffiliated with any ot-
her denomination, Therefote we maintsined that they should be classed as Men-
nonites ,or any of the Nonresistant branches as the cage may be.

By this time the Nonresistant branches had become very unpopular with
the public in general and there was considerable hesitation bg the South Tat-
erloo member on this awcount, as meny mf in his riding were very sore ggainst
any special privilages being granted to the Mennonites who were by this time
getting the full benefit of unprecedented war vrices for all products of
the farm,end gave nothing in return.However he end our friend of Waterloo
went to headquarters in NEXEXXX Ottawe ,spent considerable time presenting
our case ,and finally won out in this that every young man drafted or otherwis
#e detained should be given a leave of absence ywhich order released every
young men detained,as none had gone overseas ;e however in the Toronto dis-
trick had considerable trouble on account of various officers being deter-
mined to evade this order ,but in my own experience T always got results
with My Yaterloo friend refering each case direct to Ottawa.
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We all hed boen advised %o have all the bhoys drafted %to obey orders pend-
inz Purther investigation, in this quite a bit of frietion develored in
that a Pew did not rercrt when called , thus orening the way for eompliecati-
ons. One youne man in partiecular was called ,did not ohey the crder, and wes
later taken to Niagara On the Take Camn, As T called on his hehalf at the
camp T again met with +the statement of the Mennonites having the protect-
ion of the be=t Government in the world and not doing or giwving & single thing
to show our apnreciation for the vrotection we enjoy. This statement T admit
was only too true . :

About this time we had commenced an agitation to raise funds
for the wsr sufferera in general ,which movement waes somewhet slow in develop-
inz ,as many thought it something new for the nonresistant bodies to undertake .
Just et this time =& certain namrhlet turned up in one of my Fathera old hooks
which no one knew to ba in existence dated on the 7th day of November 1779

Foellowing is a covny
A SHORT AND SINCERE DECLARATION,

To our Honorable Assembly, And a'l others in High or Tow station
od Administration ,and to all friends and Trhabitante of this Country, to
whoe sight thia may come, be they ¥nglish or Germans.

Tn the firat niace we fimd acknowledge us indepted to the most
high God who created Heaven end Rarth ,the only Good being ,to thank him for
all his pgreat Goodness and manifold lMercies and love through our leord Jesue
Christ,who is come to save the souls of Mem, heving all Power in Heaven and on
Earth.

FPurther wa find ourselves indepted to be thankf™ul to our late worthy
Assembly, Por their giving so good an advice in these troublesome times to sll
Renks of Peorle in Pennavlvania ,particularly in allowing those,who, by the

Doetrine of our Savior Jesus Christ ,are versusded in their conscience to
love their Enemies,and not to Reaist evwil, to enjoy the liberty of their Con~
acienes,for which,as also for a'l the good things we enjoyed under their care,
we heartily thank that worthy body of Assembly, and all high and low in Office,
who have sdvised to such a peaceful lMeasure, horing and confiding that they,
and all others intrusted with Power in this hitherto blessed Provinece, may be
moved by the same spirit of Grace, which animated the first Founder of ihias
Provinee, our lste worthy Proprietor,Wm Penn, to grant Liberty of Consecience
to all its Inhabitants that they may in the great and lemoriable Day of Judp-
ement be vut en the right Hand of the Just Judge,who jndges without Reaveet of
Person ,and hear of Him these blessed words,'' Come ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the Wingdom prevared for you,"" % ¢ . '' wshat ye Wave done unto one
of these my brethern, ye have done unto me ,'' among which nuaber (i e The le-
ast of Christ's brethern ), we,by His grace , hope to be ranked ; and every
leniety and favor shown to such tender conseienced,although weak Followers
of this our blessed Savior , will not be forgotten by Him on that Great Day.
The Adviee to those who do not find Preedom of Conscience to take up
Arms, that they ought to be helpful to those who are in Heed end distressed
Circumstances, we receive with cheerfulness towards all Yen of what station
they may be -- it being our Prineiple to feed the Hungry and give the Thirsty
Drink ; ~-- we have dedicated ourselves %o serve all en in every Thing that
can be helrful to the Preservation of ilens Livesy but we ®in® no Preedom in givi-
ing,or doing,or assisting in anything by which Mens Lives are destroyed of Hurt
W#e beg the Patience of a2ll those who believe we err in This oint .

We are always ready ,according to Ohrist's Command to Peter, to nay
the Tribute, that we may Offend no Man, and so we are willing to pay Taxes, ''and
to render unto Caesar those things that are Ceasar 's, and to God tose things
that are Gods,"slthough we think ourselves very weal to give Bod His due honor,
He being a Spirit and Life, and we only Dust and Ashes .

carfied SRR i o8 e L0 s R T T —
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We are also willing to be subjeet to the higher Powers,and to give in the
manner Paul directs us; -=- " for He bearith the Sword not in wvain, for he is the
Minister of God,a Revenger to exeeute Wrath upon Hin thet doeth Evil."

This Testimony we lay down before cur worthy Assembly ,end a1l other Persons
in Government, letting them know, that we are thankful,as above mentioned , &nd that
we are not at Liberty in conscience to take up Arms to cenquer our Fnemies, but
rather to pray to God,who has power in Power in Heaven and on Tarth , for US and
HTEM.

Ve aiso crave the Fatienee of all the inhabitants of thie Country,- what
they think to see clsarer in the Doetrine of the Blessed Jesus Christ, we will leave
to them and God, finding ourselves very poor ¥ for Faith ie to proeeed out of the
Word of God, which is Life and Spirit, and & power if God,and our Conseience is to
be instructed by the same, thersfors we beg for Patience .

Our 3mall Gift,which we have given ,we gave to those who have Power over us
that we may not offend them,as Christ taught us by the Tribute Penny.

e heartily vray that God would govern all Hearts of our Rulers, be they hi-
gh or low,to meditate those good *hings which will vertain to OUR and THEIR happiness
The above Decleration,writien by Benjamin Hershey, Minister of the Meno-~
nist Church, and signed by a number of Elderes,and Teachers of the Society ,of lleno-
nists, and some of the german Baptists,presented to the Honerable of Azsembly On the
Tth day of November ,1775, was most graciously received®

1t appeared %o me to be remarkeable that the sbove pemphlet should turn
up just =t the time it was most needed as it zave us a clue to the way our forefa -
athers spproached the subjeet in the critical reriod of the Revolutionary War . A
erisis no doubt similat to our own at this particuler time.

A8 the question of 1looking after the welfare of the boys had been ae
satisfactorily adjusted and a pressing need for raising a substantial amount as
en appreciation for the generous treatment received from the Government we were
se revresentatives of the various denominations, ealled together to formulate a
plan ,and organize for the collection and distribution of a substantial “und to
be destributed amond the ¥ar sufferers and dependenta -

After several meetings had been ealled to discuse the subject, At a
- meeting called ot ¥itchner .(mt, _,after congiderable discussion, the following res-
olutions were nassed. A s6. 2907

RESOLVED . That we approve of the ateps taken at the former meeti-
ngs ,and do hereby for ourselves into an Orginization , assuming the neme,"Non-

Resi=tent Relief Orgenization,

Whereas we mae lMennonites and Timkera  whos tenents of Paith forbid -
eny form of Kilitery Service in time of peace or wer ,and desirous to help in bearing
the burden due to the conditions of war, THEREFORE Resolved that we the Non Resi-
stant Relief Organization reecommend that o generous fund be raised emong the
Shurches interested , whieh shall be donetsd +o the Government .As & memorial of
appreciation for the privilages of religious liberty,and our freedom from Military
service,which fund shall be used for relief and charitible purposes . And that
@ Committee be appointed which shall interview the Government for suggestions
as to the disposal of said donations ascecording to our faith.

Ve also rececommend that an Executive Committee ba arpointed at this me-
eting . Whos duty it shall be to dispose of the fund contributec.

We further reccommend thet we encourige a econtinued suprort ef
relief and charitable work during the eontinusnce of the ¥ar and so long thereefter
as deemed advisable by this organization.

Resolved.that the Lxecutive Comamittee write u> a eireulsr letter in
which is explained the Nature and purpose of thie Orgenization ,and that an urg-
ent appeal be made for said purpose. And thie letter be distributed among the
Bodies represemted

Resolved .That one renresentative from each Society represented
eonstitute the Executive Committee.
The Following were appointed : L.J,Burkholder.S .Goudie.D.W.Heise .Thos

—l 8880y Caahn s
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Following is a cony of Oireulat Tetter . distributed among, the members of

the varioues Nonresistant 3oeieties.
TO THE VARIOUS BRANCHES OF THE MENNONITE. AND TUNXER CHURCHES
TN CANADA
" ImxEsiomek
" Inassueh as ye have done it unto the leest of these"

The Non Resistant Relief Organization,wes formed in the Month of January, 1018
having for its objeet , the raising if a MEMORTAL PUND, to present to the Government
of Canade, in recognition of our religious liberty , and for the purnose of Relief
work,made neceesary by the present War conditiona. The Pund is to be used by the Go-
vernment in whatever way mey be Ffound neeessary,while at the same time using it in
haruony with the Faith and »ractice of the religious bodies constituting this orga-
nization. .

The objecte of the crgenization have considerably delayed on account of un-
certanties which oblained relative to the Legal Statue of the Churches,represented
in this movement, Ynder the E11itary Serviee Act,cf 1717 and %the Order In Council
of April 20 1918.

After considersble enquiry end effort these uncertesinties have in a large me-
asure been cleared ur , and with gratitude to our God , and greatful eppreciatiation
to the Government of Canada,ws rejoice to be able to say,thet we as & Non-iesgistant
peorle, shall be permitted the eontinuance of the privilage of honoring God,and Hie
Gosrle crinciples, and our sersonal convietions, by being relieved of the duty,of ta-
king up arms, and engaging in Military Service.

ihile wany of our people have basn sharing in the work of charity esnd relief
of suffering, giving generously of their labor =nd means,ss far =8 consistent with

their peace loving prineiplee, the movement in eonnection with this organization is
a special effort, and affords a favorsble opportimity to do more work along the sa-
me lines, snd to share more fully in the privations and burdens of our Pellow-citize=
ns, abd to support the Charitible work of the Government.

The Government of @anada has been earnestly solieited to devise for scume rlan
by which such a donation could be expended for the benefit of the worthy poor, eit-
her at home or abroad who are in actual need of relief, { preferably Widows and Or- "
phans k) and who are not Pledged to suvport , as Yar Devendants,

In view of the foregoing facts ythhs letter comes as an earnest appeal to ev-
ery member of the ehurchesd forning this orgzenization . For = genersal financial eo-
ntribution ,in the name of Him whos word says, " But to communicate ,snd to do Good
Pforget net, for which sueh Saerifice the lord is well pleesed " we should show in =
very practical manner,that while we as = peonla are sversa +o *ha ‘Besring of erms,
or engaging in common warfares in any form, we nevertheless ere not = selfizh,and

unsymrathetic peonle in the matter of our duty towards suffering bumenity,fulfill-
ing such duties in hermony with the Prineiples which we nrofess and ¥b whieh we 1livr.
We therefore bespesk for all our reople, a large heartedness ,and a liberal
responee to this worthy cause.
The methods of raising this fund will be left to the choice of esch indiv-
idual Congregation, or district, but care should be taken trhat sny method chosen
ie in full keering with the princivles and praetices of th se fhurches,and that it me
ay be done #n as private a manner as possible.
Formulated by -7.D.Heise, S.F.Coffmen. Approved by «3.Goudie.
e Exeeutive Committee - 1.J.Burkholder -8.Goudie ,W.D.Heise ,Thos Reesor,C,Gae
sho.

P.8.- A1l eommunieations should be forwarded to Thomas Reesor ,Treasurer.R.R. #
2 ,Piekering Ont
L
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Following the distribution of the above OCireular Letter it took some
before the full meaning of the amount desired was uniformely understood, As menti-
oned , The Military service Aet of 1202 stipulared that all men of military ege

( between 16 and 60 ) be taxed 20 shillings in time of peace,and five pounds in tim-
e of war, As this tax had been dropped many years ago it was thought expedient to
set the amount desired by the Committee as one Hundred Dollars for every boy enjo-
ing Military Exemption.

When this emount was made known throughout the funds came in quite freely
and a nice total was received.

I might mention that at this time there was a strong feeling developing
through the country,several large bodies vassing resolutions disapproving the Men-
nenite prineiple,and exemption enjoyed.

On the very same day as one of these resolutions was published in the press
The revort of our donation was published, this was reportet being the largest donati-
on propotionately ,of any organized body.

I considered this was the greatest coneiliatory factor in redeeming the
respect for the Nonresistant bodies whieh T am sure is appreciated by every true
member in all the different bodies represented in our movement,T am sure the parable

" Render therefore unto Caesat the things whiech be Caesars ". Will apply here

From that date I do not remember seeing an unkind word being published in
the rress regarding the integrity of the Nonresistant Bodies.

I am sure all those who so willingly did thei part never had a reason to
regret their aections.

Following is & copy of Revort of receipts and distribution of
funds-
MENNONITE RELIEF FUND
ReR.#.2. Piekering Mareh 27,1010
To the Brethern who have eontributed to the Non Resistant Relief Fund.
I beg to submit the following report.:-
At a meeting of the Executive Committee held at Widemans Church,Jan 7.
1919 ,The following resolution was duly passed unsunam imously -
" That the Treasurer shell have a revort issued in printed form for
distribution ,of the receipts, in sum total and expenditures,in detail,
with Auditors report attached.,"
On motion,duly seconded,J.l,.Byer and Daviid Grove were eppointed to
audit the Treasurers secount.
D.W.Heise ,Second by S.Goudie » Moved that ;-
"Whereas by reccommendation of the Committee of the whole of this Organi-
zation ,at its last meeting ,the Zxecutive Committee, were asked to consic-
er the Merchants Sailor Organization, and also the reconstruetion in relief

Organi zations,which are looking after the interests of Belgium, Prance and

and other Countries,when deeiding upon the dispeneing of moneys to the Me-

morial Fund,And inasmuch as thers has been raid over to the Yerchanté Sail-
ors relief ,more then 7000 dollers donated by members revresented in this

Orgenization :-

Therefore be it resolved that a further sum of fXXER ¢ 5000 be appro-
priated to the said Merchant Sailors Relief Fund, % 15000 to the Soldiers

Aid Commission of Ontario, for the care and sdueation of Solgiers Children:,

And that £40000 of the said Memorial fund be appropriated as per reccomenda-

tion of the Committee of the whole =s follows :-

To the Belgian Relief Mund ¥ ? 15.000,00

To French Relief Work 10,000 ,00

TO ARMENTAN RELIEF WORK qr.
15,000, 00

I have therefore endeavored to follow the instruetions of the Committe
and am able to report as follows




I Mennonite Archives of Ontario

Page 7
RELTER PUND
Mar ®7.17%¢ Total Receipts 68,367 .62
i‘ Total Expenditres 60,009, %¢
s M N s T e L L e e B e
Balence in banke 8,862, 12

EXPENDYITUREZ T¥ DETATL

Mar 25  Soldiers aid Commismion of fnisrio

for the relief of Soldiers Childrun 5 159,000,00
Bolgian Relief Mund 15,00 00
Secours Wational Prench relisf 10,000,900
Armenian and Syrien relie? ., 15,000,00
i The Navy ’oupue far Yerchants saiTors
¥idows and Crphens 5.000,0
dxchange in Bank p

-—— - -

Total & 60,000, 50 ,
EXPENSE FIND
Mer 27,919 Total Receipts 2 433.96
Total expenses 0T, 20
Balance in bank ¢ 152,20

- —— - -

The sbove
mtorvi.:wfng 85 mnont o f‘ici also interv
mnambers of Varliament re &ilinry Serviee Aet.

i d b £ tk 3] tt
nse = neur re yogi‘eral 9 ¢ Commi ggw!ng

The Books will be open for inspection at all times
to the membors of the scciety whe eontributed the funds

"'HO&AS mm Troauurer
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U’)"’TOR% REP O”T
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o — e

Harkham Mar 27. 1010
%e the undersigned have carefully the accounts of the
Treasurer of the Non-Resistant Relief Orzanization ,and we find
report as submitted for your consideration ,to be correct in every
way.

David Grove

J.LoByer

Auditora

b!q






