Thomas Reesor & the
Non-Resistant Relief
Organization

After receiving assurances of exception
from conscription, Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ leaders decided to
raise funds for the relief of war
suffering as a gesture of appreciation to the Canadian
government and society for affording them this privilege.

8327 Steeles Ave. E., Markham

In January 1918, they formally organized the

Non-Resistant Relief Organization (NRRO). By war’'s end, the
NRRO had raised $80,000 from Ontario Mennonites towards the
relief of war suffering.

Thomas Reesor was one of the founding members. His relief fund
for war widows and orphans was the genesis of the NRRO. The
formation of the NRRO marked
an unprecedented level of
cooperation among Mennonites
and Brethren in Christ in
Ontario. After the Second World
War, the NRRO was folded into
Mennonite Central Committee
Ontario.
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Thomas Reesor with the Reesor family Bible, ca. 1950
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Fundraising letter sent out by the

Non-Resistant Relief Organization
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Excerpt from one of many appeals to the Non-Resistant Relief Organization for funds to relieve

the suffering of war
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