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I1f any service whautsoever is required of ldon-legistant
Believers, members of such organiged Churches, it nullifies
the pledges of Religious liberty en the first actual ccc-
asion that privileges of exemption could have been effective.

first call, under the Af. 5« A. our young men were chbliged to
reglster under Clause of the Exem tions, inserting the name
of the "Runker"” or "iWéanonite" Chureh, or imish Meannonite
Church, thus desoribing the "tenets of Faith" as opposed to
"Combateat"” service. This ineorrectly expressed our faith;
but no provisions were made under the exemption regulations
for correctly stating our fuith and the ground of our c¢laime,
a8 opposed to all forms of Militury service, whether "Combatant™
or "Hon-Combatant™. Hence the lLocal and Distriet Iribunsls
sould not do otherwise than follow the directions of the Act
and "exempt"” from Combatent service only" aad our bretheen
not totally exem) ted are subjeet to Military Jervice.

In following the adviigtof the Government, in response to the

Our brethren have not be:n uniformly dealt with hy thg various
Exepption Tribunals. Some mf heve been exempted as >
scme &8 nece vary at home, others until certain classes or
categories sar: called and others from combative sorvice.

Some few in the Zast end & number in the Vest are exempted as
Meanonites. ‘he Militery Service Couneil and other heuds of
Government Departments have almost uniformly declardd that
the dennonltes and Tunkers are excepted from the idilitary
Service Act and " have no duty to perform thereunder” .

Uur appeals to the varicus Tribunals, under the decision of
Bilitary Yervice Counecil, have not met with any success in
securing rellease from Nilltary “ervice and our youag mea are
8till held, contrary tc their faith,as scldiers, on leave of
absence, without pay, and under the Military asuthority of the
Country .

Uur people have esteemed the interpretation of the EBxceptions
to the ict, of those coming under the Urder-la-Council of
iug.13,1873, as includiag all Quakers, Tunkers and Meanonites
whose liberties under the Statutes of Canada hed been continued
tc them for meny years, and whode liberties wers cited to the
Meanonites, who proposed immigrating to Canada in order to
confirm their confidence in the continuance of their faith in
this land. Ve could not believe that the Canadlan Coverament
had asanuled in any degree these religlous liberties and |
immunities which our forafuthers enjoyed. .
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1. e uai@l sxamtration nocd oef exeaption, 74 &
2. ¥ore Yhan one ebin Dade be Bude Lom, If qlat“ nee

just mark them on appliesl en fom,InperrPt name of soue bt ook
3. Fathers "ho canvot vole in this mg,taq_w;cl&cmraslm for aon
who 1s urder 21, at elegtiom ting, If ac” 1s not membor of ehuaseh,
4, Farents may make elals for exeantlen of any sen necded at hove, .
6. Wake clalm for exemption at post orflee, on nlank forn provided Ly Post
¥asté e, before lovesber 8, oF seon as possible.
8. Certifioate of Church membership s not nesded in making avplleas ton fo
‘exemntion; be provided with certificate whn calied before Exemption Tribun ‘
. on or after Novembor 8, ‘ ’ '
7. memewdor trat our Chupsek forblds 1% mesbers engaging it eny fom of k
1s wneerning the standing of the Church on this polnt, Befere gltng any
. sonsent for non-comdajant servics -you may wpveal to a higher tribanal, ! .
£, In case yéur olaln for exenntion is dlsallowed you have & higher Telbuna
L to which you may myesl, 2
. 9, Do mot prenise orally or in any other way %o s nsider hospltal seansvor
. pe other service in the ammy. Our Chuveh 13 unisedly ovposed %o all serviax

i 4% the amy, v L ' q
- 10. Take with you before the Sxemption Teibunal evidence 1n susport of all
. your cluins for exertion, - |
 Some aaters are yet before the dovernment fer deelislen, Pray for the
canse that 13 dear $o our hearts and spieltual wellfars, - = ]
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To The Various Branches Of The Meanonite, and Tunker Churches in Canada

“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of these”

The Non-Resistant Relief Organization was formed in the Month of January, 1918, having for its
object the raising of a MEMORIAL FUND, to present to the Government of Canada in recognition
of our religious liberty, and for the purpose of relief work made necessary by the present war con-
ditions. The fund is to be used by the Government in whatever way may be found necessary while at
the same time using it in harmony with the faith and practice of the religious bodies constituting
this organization.

The objects of the organization have considerably delayed on account of uncertainties which ob-
tained relative to the legal status of the churches represented in this movement, under the Military
Service Act of 1917, and the Order in Council of April 20th, 1918.

After considerable enquiry and effort these uncertainties have in a large measure been cleared
up, and with gratitude to our God, and greatful appreciation to the Government of Canada, we rejoice
to be able to say, that we, as a Non-resistant pzople, shall be permitted the continuance of the privi-
lege of honoring God, and His Gospel principles, and our personal convictions, by being relieved of the
duty of taking up arms, and engaging in military service.

While many of our people have been sharing in the works of charity and relief of suffering, giving
generously of their labor and means, as far as consistent with their peace-loving principles, the move-
ment in connection with this organization is a special effort, and affords a favorable opportunity to do
more work along the same lines, and to share more fully in‘the privations and burdens of our fellow
citizens, and to support the charitable work of th= Government.

The Government of Canada has been earnestly solicited to devise for us some plan by which such
a donation could be expended for the benefit of the worthy poor, either at home or abroad who are in

actual need of relief (preferably widows ani orphans) and who are not pledged to support, as war

dependants.

In view of the foregoing facts, this letter comes as an earnest appeal to every member of the
churches forming this organization. for a generous financial contribution, in the name of Him whose
word says, “But to communicate, and to do good forget not, for with such sacrifice the Lord is well
pleased”. We should show in a very practical manner, that while we as a pzople are averse to the bear-
ing of arms, or engaging in carnal warfare inany form, we nevertheless are not a selfish, and unsympa-
thetic people in the matter of cur duty towards suffering humanity, fulfilling such duties in harmony
with the principles which we profess and by which we live.

We therefore bespeak for all of our people, a large heartedness, and a liberal response to this most
wort_hy cause.

: The fnethods of raising this fund will be left to the choice of each individual congregation, or
district, but care should be taken that any method chosen is in full keeping with the principles and
practices of those churches, and that it may be done in as private a manner as possible.

Formulated by—D. W. Heise, S. F. Coffman
Approved by— S. Goudie
Executive Committee - I. J. Burkholder, S. Goudie, D. W. Heise, Thos. Reesor, C. Gasho.

P. S.—All contributons should be forwarded to Eld. Thomas Reesor, Treasurer, R. R. No. 2.,
Pickering, Ont.
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Rev, Saumuel Baker, :

Gormley, onta

At your request I have endeavored to sscertain
the earliest laws ezempting Mennoites, Dunkers and Quakers
from Military Services The earlieat ome I can find is one
passed in the 48 th year oflgeqrge III. 1808 I emelose
three copies of seetion 27 wﬂich is the only seetion
aeffecting the matter, This section was emended by an act
passed in the 50 th year of George III, Chap.XI, which gives
the same privileges to the Minor children of Mennonites
and Dunkers., The law at present in force exempting from
Military Service is contained in the Revised Statutes of
Canada Chap. 4C. .

This I think ecovers all you desire to know,
\

Yours truly,

“i;;. I;:. M.iller

" Marloek, Tilt, Miller & Caruthers "

So0ldeitors.

e
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-841.—4-5 Vic., Chap. 2—That the persons called Quakers,

Menonists or Tunkers shall not he compelled to serve
in the Militia wlumn that portion of this Province
which Iormerly "gonstituted the Province of Upper
Canada but every person who shall profess to be one
of the people called Quakers, Menonists or Tunkers
and shall, if required, préduce a certificate thereof
signed by the Clerk, Pastor, Minister or Leader of the
Meeting of the Society to which he shall belong, shall
be excused and exempted from serving in said Militla.
(Here follows provision for ‘giving names, etc., to
assessor and for the payment of ten shillings in times
of peace and five pounds in times of invasion, etc., and
proviging for assessnrent as Quakers, Menonists or
Tunkers. The money was apparently to be spent on
roads.)

1846.—9 Vic., Chap. 28, Sec. 31.—(This Section was re-

pealed by the following Act.)

1849.—12 Vic., Chap. 88.—Whereas it is expedient to repeal

34

_ to enroll th

80 much of the Act regulating the Militia of this
Provhce_j:s obliges Quakers, Menonists and Tunkers
Ives in any C y Division in Up-
per Canada and to revive the Act herein mentioned
relating to the paymont to be made by such persons
in lieu of serving in the Militia; Be it therefore enacted
« + .« . that the 31st Section of 9 Vic-

torla. Chapter 28, and as much of the said Act as re-
peals the Act of 4 and 5 Victoria, Chapter 2, and so
‘much of the said first-mentioned Act as may be in-
with or r to this Act or to the Act

secondly mentioned, shall be and are hereby repealed

. in so far as regards that portion of this Province

which formerly constituted the Province of Upper
Canada, and. that the Act secondly mentioned shall be
and is hereby revived and shall be reckoned in force
and (shall apply to the Militia Law now in force and
to the Militia -thereby organized and the things to be
done under the same-as fully and effectually as if the
provisions thereof were herein repeated and re-enacted.
35.—18 Vie., Chap. 77, Sec. 7.—All persons bearing cer-
tificates trom the Society of Quakers, Menonists and
“Tunkers, or any inhabitant of this Province, of any

religious denomination, otherwise subject to military .’

duty in time of peace but who from the doctrines of
his religion shall be adverse to bearing arms, and
shall refuse personal military service, shall be exemp-
ed therefrom. (Here follows a provision requiring an
JHdavit to be filed a month before gxemption claimed.)
—Being the consolidated Statutes of Upper Canada,
‘hapter 35, Section 73, repeats the law of 1855.
_The Confederation of the Dominion of Canada having
een formed in 1867 the Militia Act was revised as
ilows:
—31 Vic.,, Chap. 40, Sec. 17.—Any person bearing a
srtificate from the- Society of Quakers, Menonists or
unkers or any inhabitant of Canada of any religious
nomination, otberwnse subject to mlmary duty, but
ho, from the doétrmes of his religion, is adverse to’
aring arms and remua personal military service,
all be exempt from such “service when baljoted in
ne of peace, or war, upon such conditions and under
ch regulations as the Governor-in-Council mey {rom
ne to time prescribe. (Exeinption to be claimed witu
ldavit as prescribed in the Act.) This clause wes

peated practically verbatim in 46 Vic. and Rev.,

atutes of Canada, 1886, Chap. 1, Sec. 26.
STATUTES NOW IN FORCE.
Ailitia Act.—Revised Statutes of Canada, 19015, Cap._
Sec.-10. All male inhabitants of Canada, of the
> of eighteen and upwards ‘and under sixty, not
empt or uisqualificd by law, and being British sub
ts, shall be liable to serve in the Militia; Provided
t the Governor-General may require all the male
abitants of Canada, capable of bearing arms, to
7ice in the case of a ievee en masse.
—The following persons only shall be exempt from
ility to service in the Militia:—(Amongst others) '
sons who, from the doctrines of their religion, are |
se to bearing arms or rendering personal military
uvrdes such couditions as are preseribed.
ss. 2.—No person shall be entitled to exemption !
s he has, at least one month before he claims
exemption, filed with the Commanding Officer
1 the limits whereof he resides, his affidavit, made
some Justice of the Peace of the facts on which
s s claim.

* Gentlemen:

e

Sec. 69.—The Governor-in-Council may place the Militia,
or any part thereof, on active service anywhere in
Canada, and also beyond Canada, for the defence
thereof, at any time wheqp il appears advisable so 1o
do by reason of emergency.

THE MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1917.
Among the grounds of exemption allowed is:

Sec. 11, s¢s. (f)—That he conscientiously objects to the
underiaking of combatant service and is prohibited
froia so oing by. thg tenets and articles of feith, in
effect on the 6th day of July, 1917, of any organized
religious dénomination existing and well organized in

“ Canada at such date, and to which he in good faith
belongs;
and If any of the grounds ol such application be
established, a certificate of exemption shall be granted
to such man. -

(2) (a) A certificate may be conditional as to the time
or otherwise, and, If granted solely on conscientious
grounds, shall state that such exemption is from
combatant service only. y
" fo .his Mllitary Service Act, 1917, a sdhedule of

“ exceptions is attached, among which is: 7. Those per-
sons exempted from Military Service by Order-in-Coun-
cil of December 6th, 1898. Mennonites might pos-
sibly come under Exception 7 but I could not find any
copy of these Orders-in-€ouncil or any reference to
them except in this Act in the library at Osgoode Hall,
not being published in the Canada Gazette arouua the
dates mentioned. L o)

MEMORANDUM OF EXTRACTS FROM DOMINION

GOVERNMENT RECORDS

‘which appear to relate to Sect!on 7 of the Military Service
Act 1917.

1868—That a sub-section of Section 17 of the Act, 31
Victoria, Chapter 40, is as follows: Any person bear-
ing a Certificate from the Society of Quakers, Mennon-
itgs or Tunkers, or any inhabitant of Canada of any
religious denomination, otherwise subject to military
duty, but who, from the doctrines of his religion, is
averse to bearing arms and refuses personal military
service shall be exempt from such service when
baHoted in time of peace, or war, upon such conditions
and under such regulations as the Governor-in-Council
way from time to time prescribe. That under this
Section all the persons abave mentioned, and the
Mennonites are expressly included, are absolutely free
and exempted by the law of Canada from'military duty
or service, either in time of peace or war That the

. intention of the Act in conferring upon the Governor-
General-in-Council the power of making conditions and
regulatxons was to enable the Government to provide,
if necessary, for the registration of the exempted per-
sons in such a manner as to prevent persons belonging

‘to any other denomination than thase specified in the
section of the Act above quoted from dvoiding milltary
duty under false prtences. That the constitution does
not confer upon the Governor-General-in-Counctl any
power to over-ride or set aside, under any circum-
stances, the pl&in meaning of Statute law, and he
recommends that this explanation be conveyed to the

_ Mennonites \in Russia

° ‘The Committee concur in the foregoing report, and

‘advise that a copy of this minute be transmitted by

" Your Excellency to the Earl of Kimberly. g

(Signed) John J. McGee, Clerk, Privy Councll

To the Honournblc The Minister or the Interior.

Department of Agriculture,
Immigration Branch,
% Ottawa, July 23, 1873.

I have the honorur under the instructions of the Hon.

The Minister of Agriculture, to state to you in reply to your
* Vletter of this day's date thie folowing facts relating to
. advantages offered to settleys and to the immunities to

which are by the Statute Law of

Canada and by orders of His Excellency the Governor-
General-in-Council, for the information of German Mennon-
ites having intention to emigrate to Canada via Hamburg.

An entire exemption from military service is by law

and Order-in-Council granted to the denomination of
Christians called Mon=-=::-
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widowers without children, are at least 20 years of age and
were born on or sinee 1st January, 1883. The second class
h includes married men or widowers with child or children
between the same ages. The four remaining classes com-
prise older men, the third and fifth classes being unmarried
3 men and widowers without children, and the fourth and
- sixth classes being married men and widowers with a child
+ or children.

Tt is the intention of the Government to call out the
first class by Proclamation to be issued as soon as possible.
It is hoped that after all Claims for Exemption have been
dealt with, this class will supply a sufficient number of
men, who are physically fit, to furnish the reinforcements
which the national honour and our duty to those at the
Front demand, and that it may not be necessary to call
out any of the subsequent classes.

|  The Proclamation calling out the first class will specify

| a date on or before which the members of the class must
report for service, or claim exemption on one or other of
the grounds specified in the Statute.

| Forms on which Reports for Service or Claims for
’ Exemption are to be made, will be placed in the hands of
all Postmasters throughout the Dominion and it will be the
duty of every member of the class in question to fill in one
or other of these forms and submit it in the prescribed
manner on or before the named day.

The grounds on which exemption may be claimed
(which are similar to the grounds recognized in Great
Britain and the United States) are as follows:

(a) That it is expedient in the national interest that the man
should, instead of being employed in Military Service, be
engaged in other work in which he is habitually engaged.

(b) That it is expedient in the national interest that the man
‘ should, instead of being employed in Military Service, be
5 engaged in other work in which he wishes to be engaged
and for which he has special qualifications.
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Elmird, Ont., .ov. 27th, 1915.

N

Rev. Ezra L. Martin,
St. Jacobs, Ont.

Dear Brother In Faith:

Greetings.

"hile your thoughte may be at the present
time occupied with other serious affaire prevailing circumstances
prompt me to call your attention to a matter whieh in my opinion
ie worthy of the deepest consideration. ;

N Poseibly you may remember that some time &go
the advisibility of sending a donation to the government se a to-
ken of appreciation and thanks for the liberties which we enjoy
was discussed. However it was at that time considered proper to
turn the proposition down because of its relation to' the war with
the intimation that we would do our share in that respect when
preace is once more restored. ‘

; Personally I was very sorry that the propos-
ition was not accepted and I have since had sincere reason to re-
gret -it. Being in close touch with all classes of people it is an
eary matter for one to ascertain the spirit that prevails among the
veople and it is to be lamented that the feeling towards the lNenno-
nites from the outside world in general is gradually leesening in’
friendliness. This may be considered true to the Seriptures but-I
can find no foundation in the law of God where man is forbidden to
do something towards lessening the spirit of dissention against
him ar long as such action remains in accordance vwith the doctrine
of Christ.. : : : ;

The many varied complainte that are being con-
stantly brought to one's attention with the never failing proof to
back them are disgraceful to the name that we bear and I believe
it were well that we should employ prompt measures to right our-

’ selves in the opinion of our neighbors. i : i
: | : During the past three yegrs,many different
methods were introduced to the people throug vy could assist the
war in its various phacges b; donating sums of money. The Red Cross
and Belgian Relief were considered to be worthy of charity funds
from all classes but were not given much attention by the lMennon-
ites in general, and up to the present we have the name of not even
‘having donated anything towards helping the innocent suffering ones
acrose the seas many of whom may be brethren in faith and many of
whom may have through their trisls and tribulations been drawn
nearer to the Throne of the Father than we have ever been.
_ Then the Military Service Act was passed. The
liennonite realized that the doctrines of his faith were threatened
- and wae prompt in exerting himeelf to see whether exemption would
be granted. Our good government has seen fit to recognize and ree-
pect our articles of faith and the writer was quite recently favor-
ed with the ppportunity in behalf of the church to personally thank
Sir Robert Borden, the Prime lipieter of Csnada, and Mr. Weichel,

\
dnex ey
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our local member,for the favore which their pv ~rmment has granted
us. ; Yooa
: The fact that we are exempt from combatant ser-
vice is in itself causing dissatisfaction in the minds of many and
the expreesions that one hears concerning us suggests that which
we perhaps deserve. - g 2
The Union Government and its opposition are now
before the people and the matter of Conscription is to be fully
decided upon - 'in the near future. I have found it to my personal int-
ergst to converse with the two opposing candi#ates in this riding
. and the vote of the llennonite wse the chief factor in the conver-
csation. In thie case one would again warn the Mennonite to exertise
the moet sound Jjudgment. One party will advise him to stay at home
a8 he has nothing to do with the war, threatening him with the for-
~feiting of hie righte Yo exemption if he caste his vote. The other
will chide him by saying that as long as the liennonite is exempt all
is well. The neighbors of other denominations will appeal to him to
, exercise hie influence in his church and to cast his vote against
conseription so that none of the boys will be called upon to spill
their life blood in a foreign land. The TLord God commands " Love
thy neighbor as thy self" and one wonders whether we can obey that
command with a clear conscience by turning a deaf ear to the csrnest
appeale of that neighbor. :

At the present time the country is being canvas-
sed by men who solicit funds for the Victory Loan. The government
offers 5% interest and the Tominion of Canada for security. "hile
the majority of our pedple refrain from purchasing these bonds there
are some lMennonites that are luréd by the high rate of interest and
the security behind it and they have purchased bonde. VWhile they
may be entirely innoment and tdwme in their purpose the impression
among the people now is of a nature that is no credit to us. "hen
the opportunity presented itself to give a free offering to the
government for the Belgian Relief or Red Cross the liennonite wanted
abeolutely nothing to do with the war. e considered it wrong to
give any money for that purpose. Uow when he has the chance to securec

\ his money at a high rate of interest the purpose for which the funds |
: are loaned are no longer considered. R

Dear brother, it is a very cad state of affairs
and there must be a means to remedy it. The men who canvase the
country consider it in their interests to impress upon the Mennonites
that it is their duty tdé their country to buy these bonds. Hach man
further impresses the llennonite that he has been too unconcerned and
vigorously remiénds him of the fact that he has done absolutely noth-
ing for the government that has been gracious enough to exempt him
from combatant service on account of his religious convictions. Te
is told that he now has the opportunity to repay the government for
ite kindnees to him. The lMennonite id likewise reminded that while
he wante nothing to do with the war and knows very little of the
state of affaire as they exist from time to time he is perfectly
willing to &sccept all the high pricee'for his produce that are caused: .,
by the war and he is perfectly well posted& in any rise in the market
that affects his interests. : : ‘

2 Some of the reported dealings of some of our




Mennonite Archives of Ontario e R

>

- ; piose

/

brethren in thie connection sre disgraceful in‘every extreme, and I
hopre that the time may never come when I shall feel it my sincere
duty to the welfare of the church.to expose the unmanly and unchrist-
jan methods that are being employed by such men who wear the plain
clothes that have won the universal respect of mankind. It is to be
radly regretted that one has to make mention of such a deplorable
faect but the day has come, dear brother, when the greed and cravings
‘for the mighty dollar will no longer be hiddeh under & plain apparel
shich is to be the symbol, the light of a religion that is being

fe practised by some and professed by others.

* e are well aware of the fact that there are
such brethren who are unable to help themselves vwhen confronted by
these Victory Loan men. They must admit that they have been blessed
with a bountiful harvest, that they ere receiving excessively high
prices Tor all that they produce and that they have done nothing by
way of a sacrifice for their country. "hile they would be willing
to show their apprecistion and good will towsrds the government of
their land they do not consider the purchase of these bonds to be
in sccordsnce with their religious belief. s

: Tould it not be a relief to all concerned,
would it not clear the liennonite from the miserly migs-representations
that he muet bear through the cursed greed of come of his fellow
members if he could tell these canvassers that the members of his
,church are subscribing freely to the chureh fund which would be
organized at once. This fund could be sent directly to -the Minister
of Finance with the thanks of the lennonite church and the earnest
appeal that it be utilized for charity purposes only as it ie our
cincere wish thet we do not give our money to aid s cause to which’
we have conscientious objections. ;

\ - Thie proposition has been discuesed in this
office and the general opinion is decidedly in its favor. I have no
desire to gain anything ae ite orgenizer and am sincere in ny belief
ag to the good results that we will attain. Surely every one will Dbe
: - ' willing to sacrifice gomething to retain the good will and apprec-
L iation of his fellow men and possibly to win favor in the eyes of
God . . e R
: There are seVeral means by which the propos-
ition could be at once proceeded with and I think the sooner the
better. The clergy should not be called upon to take part in the
collections am they have other &erious things which demand their
attention. The suggestion has been mgde that four brethren be app-
ointed to canvass the membere of the chureh and explain the situat-
ion. This might cause a certein 111 feeling but it is td be feared
that all people cannot be suited each 'according to his taste. An-
other way which would cause less disturbance and perhaps insure
better results would be to send out & circular to the members exp-

laining the situastion and the cause of the method employed. .

‘ It has also been suggested that we appeal to

have & certain rate asdded to our texes and make the gacrifice dn 1

that manner. There are families in our church who are leading a

righteous 1ife but who are struggling for an existence and it is not

the intention to approach those under such conditions; whereas if
our donation were applied on the taxes it would affect them more

ol

 -

—
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then the richer pé.rie. However if such is theﬁbpinion of the
majority no time will be lost to present the matter to the proper
authority¥es and have a certain rate affixed to the taxes. It ie also
doubtful if by €0 doing we would have the right to state in what
manner the funds thuse obtained should be utilized.
: Now, dear brother, you may think it eggressive

on my part to bring this matter up for your consideration but I
assure.you that I have serious and just reasons for doing so, ressons
which I would for the time being rather not see explained on paper.
I am.willing to do my part towards $ewsrdm introducing the proposit—
"ion and carrying it through and will co-operate with any men that '
are appointed or in any way which is deemed adtieible and hag the
sanction of our clergy.

I sincerely trust that you will not disreeard
c0 important an issue as I earneetly believe that it will serve ss
g great benefit to the welfere of our brethren. It is true that
such a matter was never brought up for consideration before but we -
are living in a time such as God's sun has never shone upon and it
is evident that we poor mortals are perhaps standing upon+the
threshold of a future such as thig world has never seen. Let us
learn from the past and act in the present to prepare for that
future.

I earnestly hope. that the object of thie letter
will not be treated with indifference and may God's blessing be
upon the results of ites appeal.

&N

Yours truly,
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Military Service Act.
o Vineland Ont., Nor. 29, 1917.
Bishops and Brethren:- Greeting.

Owing to the fact tlat a number of the Exempion Tribunas have not
been giving recognition to the claims of our brethren for exemption on the
grounds that they are excluded from gthe operatlon of the Military Service
Act, and since thelr rulings havé not becen uniform, it is advisable that
every claim that has not been honored with entire exemption should be at
once apreied to a higher tribunal. Where oxemptlon# has been granted condi-
tionalyy for other than conscientiocus reasons the clalm should also be ap-
pe2ed to accord with the regulatiions that Mennonites are excluded from the
Act, and hence not subject to the conditions nrescribed by the Locsl
Tribunals,

The Military Service Council at Ottawa has sveclally considered the
position of the Mennonites in Ontario and threfore we have a right to claim
our ptivileges of entire freedom from the Military Service Act under the
ruling which they have glven, Thelr decision was made upon the appeals of
Memnonites in Ontario, and sazkxméxister our claims may be made accordingly

Each Blshop and each Minister who has charge of a congregation in whick
there are brethren who hmve claimed exemption should see that thése claims
are made for all who are effected by decisions of thelLocal Tribunas.

Prayong for our young brethren and for our authorities taht we may have
our vace and rtighteousness secured to us, I am,

Yours in behalf of the Committce,
: S.F.Coffmm,
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Military Service Act.

»

N >
Vineland ont., Dedesber 7, 1817,
To His Honour Chirsf Pustice Duff,
Central Appenl Judge,
Departnent of Justiee,
Military Sewvice Uranch,
Ottawa,

,,h', wWith refercnce %o the action of the Waeal Exemvtion Tribunala vhe
have had $o deal with she exemp¥lon cluinms of young men whe are

members of the Mennonite Churek fd of other Churches of jindred falth,
pornit me to state that BBere has 1ot been a unifom considerat on of
the suld claims for total gxemptlion from all 1lilitary service, which
nrivilege they have had a Mt’%ml to olalm as a =csult of the adpeal
made by a Comnittee of our Chureh to the Government and the declsion
ronderod throupen by the Military Service Counell, a copy of the corres-
pondence bolng herewlth enclosed,

In sme Instances these young nen were told that thoy neoded het to
have uppliecd for exemption, they being exeludod fron the oneration of the
Milftary Serviece Act. In other cuses thelr claims were marked "Allowed®,
Sone clalns wire allowed for other than consclenti us reaw ns, 0thers were
exensted so long as they remdn on farams, and stlll others were exempted
fron combatant sevviee only. e

e have tuken the liberty ot advising our menbers not totally exemnsed

‘or who are excapted for other thn seliglous clidms, to anneal from the

decistions ef the Loecal Trivunals, this advice belnz based on the avove
nentloned declalons of the Willtarv Service Counell,

We trust tht these anrwals may be granted the sune favorsble consider-
ation as has been granted us by the Milltary Service Gounell for which our
neople have buen sineurd y grateful. We tmat alse that any nember of our
Crarch who has not understood and hasz not avalled himself of the privilege
of appacal will recelve qqual consldergtion with those who have anvesled fo

recognition of thelr fulth which prohibits thelr enpaging in any fom of
ﬂiltﬁ.ﬂ “"l“o

Trusting that Your iwmour wili give this mattes your most gracious
conalderation, I am,

Respcetfully and humbly,

Your scrvant who doth petition,
© On bepulf of the Menzonite and Amish Nennioni te Connitte,

30 P.Gmo

j
}
4
'l




b8t us thank God and rold ourconfidence and steadfasness ol falshs.
A Hmbly wlPedn falth, 5,80, ~
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| " o e-Eineland-ont,  December 7, 1917,
To the lonourable Gherlep J. Doherty, . |

Waserer pi-Jeost ! : | S _

. Q%tawmu.

® .

slr, . ' b

With reforsnce %0 the actlon of the Local Exemption Teibunals who
have had to desl with the exenssion olalms made Dy young men who are
Reibers of Ly Mennonise Cheech and OF other Chirchos of kindred falth,
PErly Me %0 stale L6 your @6lf and to the Jovermment itn b there has nob
becn & unlfom enslderation of the sald elaims for tot.l exenntion f£ron
all mlilsary sepvice, which nelvilcese thoy have had Just reason teo claim
B8 & fcsult of the avpesl made by a Comuittee of OUP Chusch ¢ tre Gove e
Jent and she declslon rendered ghercupen by the ~liltasy ferviee marell,
wilen Colnall we have addressed sonceming this matter, enclcuing eonles
OF pur fomur correspondanos With Lhe Jovernrent,

In gone Instances th se young men were %eld thi they reeded not Lo have

‘.ﬁmxa for axemption, they beling excluded fon the operatlon of the

¥liltacy Serviece 2¢%, In Gthur gases thelr elalns were s rked “Allowcd,®

Some claims were allowed for other thun ® nselentlens Mawns. Others e e ;
excoptad vo lomg as they renalned on fams, and 8811l obhors were exempied :
fron ombatant sesvice only, s

¥ huve taken the Liborty of sdvizlng our membors not totally evennicd .
or who have boe excnpied for other thap Meliglaus clidns, e i ieul o
Wh% deolstond of e lecal Telounals, thiw sdvloe belng based on the abeve
mentioned decluons of the Eilltary servioe Councll,

W trust tht vhese 299e:dls may be grunted She Bung fovorable and unl-
form eonnideration as has bocn gearted us by the Milltury Service Cow etl
for wnleh gur pwple have been sinesrely groteful, and we temt also trat
any member of our Chureh Who has not undessteod and has not avolied -
hinself of the privilege 6f wpoeal will receive eaunl eonslderat lon
with those who hawve a-ﬁrsmqod fior recognition of thele faltk wrich propibe
1ts thelr enquglng in any fom of military service.

Tristing that this mattcr may recnlve your mest earnes: cenbderad or
A B the Devustnents conosrmed,

I am, ‘Ste,

ferionite wid Avish Wentenive Gomnistee,
- Neuy vewveotfully,
& gy 53 S.F.Cotnun,

Srothreni-Orseting,. TEle %ote ie sonended to suve $pace and lavos, our

letier of iranks te the Pelo Hinlavesr was withnold unsll these matiers of

the anve.l of | (BORe Of OUF DRCLRAEN hus beon setiled. We are

still ent and feul S b here wiil oddisilealsy on
ioe the Depariment of Justige has goted on

| » and had sald Shat they amd all other

non-raolsiant bedles are. net wider e MITLSAPY Sewvi besn

thus interpreting the law 30 all who have amplied for wash kmm.a"i
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Elmira, Ont., Dec. 13th, 191 7. 1

Rev. Thos. Reesor, ‘
Pickering, Ont.
Deer Brother in Faith:

Greetings.

The letter which your daughter forwarded was
received and its contents are very interesting as the letter has ar-
rived just at the proper time. Brother Cressman wae in the office this
morning and we took up the donation question and the respective views
that were held by the different parties T had met during my recent t¥ip:

It seems that this denomination is the most diff- 1
icult to approach on such matters for reascns the depths of whiech I 1
cannot fathom. The clergy sppears to be very anxious to ascertain wheth- ‘
er we are in reality exempt from every form of military service and, as 4
far as I know, the church would be willing to pay a vast sum of money to |
the government if we could receive the assurance from the proper source ‘
that our conscientious objections would be recognized by the Crown.

I am enclosing & copy of a letter forwarded to 1
Rev. S. F. Coffman and would be very much obliged to you if you could ﬂ
give us the opinion of the clergy in your community regarding the |
proposition. A copy of this letter is also being sent to Freeman Ritt- ;
enhouse with the same request and an early answer in both cases will be
very much appreciated as I believe that it were well that some action
ghould be teaken.

I am thankful to say that I arrived home safely
although the storm had not ceased. I was too tired to attend churech
services on Sunday and my sbsence seemed very acceptable for they took
advantage of it to publish my name in such a way that I believe some
reople are actually expecting me to get married.

50 with a matrimonisl proposition confronting me,

pm— with the church affair and the cares ahd worries of the business, I
happen to have plenty of pass time and am working after hours against
the doctor's rules. I thank you for sending & copy of Rev. Coffman's let-
ter as it gives me an idea as to the character of its writer.

Accept my best wishes and kindest regards for you
and the rest of the family, especially Martha, who I hope may soon be
well again. ”

fours very truly,
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Dee,
Elmira, €nt.,” 13th, 1917

Rev., S. F., Coffman,
Vineland, Ont.

Dear Friend:

Greetings.

Through the kindness of a certain friend I have received sever
eral copies of the correspondence which has transpired of late between
yourself and certain government officials. The subject under discussion
in the various letters is of vital importance and I am pleased to take
this opportunity in behalf of the Mennonites of this community to thank
you for the interest that you have taken in the welfare of the Mennonites
in general.

We have reason to be thankful that our faith is being recog-
nized by our government and it is to be hoped that its confidence and
favors have not been mis-placed. In order to show our appreciation to the
government for the priviledges we enjoy it has been suggested that the
Mennonites raise a certain sum of money and present it directly to the
government with the earnest appeal that it be utilized for charity
purposes only. In order that the minds of the conscientious objectors
might be at ease the promise of the Minister of Finance might be secured
to the effect that the sum donated would be used only for the purposes
intended.

The writer has just returned from a trip to Cayuga and
Markham where the proposition was introduced to some of the clergy and
was favorably received. In this locality, however, there seems to be a
difference in oponion regarding the donation question which has caused
it to drift into a different channel and has shaped it into a proposition
which will probably win more faver if it can be carried through.

By all appearances the present Military Service Act exempts
the Mennonite from combatant service only and he is subject to non-
combatant service. While theremay be no such papers in the carg of 'the
Minister of Justice at Ottawa it is claimed that there are papers in the
possession of the British Government in which the Mennonites were prom-
ised exemption from military service in any form a long time ago.

The suggestion has now been made that we, as Mennonites,
to have this promise renewed and that it be recognized by the Crown. And
if such promise and recognition can be secured that we, as Mennonites,
then would feel justified in donating a large sum of money to the govern-
ment as a token of our thanks for the priviledges: which we would thus
obtain. It is to be taken for granted that if this pledge would be ren-
ewed the Mennonites would be willing to pay a large sum of money which
could be used to advantage by the government for other purposes than war,

While the spirit of bribery may be claimed to exist in this
proposition it should be remembered that we are but applying for the
priviledges which our fore-fathers enjoyed in years of yore; and that,
while we would be unable to pay for the same if the authorities would be
gracious enough to grant them, we might surely make an effort towards
showing our gratitude by making an ample donation,

Thos. Reesor-

The above is a part copy of the letter forwarded
to Rev. Coffman explaining the situation as
it stands here,
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Elmira, Ont.,
>
Rev. Thos. Reesor,
ickering, Ont.

Dear Brother Ih Faith

Your last letter has just arrived as 1
to mail this and I cannot help but make a few remarks co
T—fear thet the provosition contained in Lthe letter to

may be rather ill-timed sinee I learn of
your locelity but I am forwarding it never-the-less. It
that the

i1 3t b
with th

is all the more necessary

i
osition now under way.

I am glad that you got your visitors
hope that they were quite welcome when they got there.
! v = o <

attempt to have the promise renewed has already been
that we should at once

wase

<

the move that has been made in

geense

to me
made and
proceed

home &and

about
ncerning it.
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/To The Prime Minister of Canadsa,
/ The Right Honourable Zir Robart Borden,
/ House of irarlisment, Vireland Ont., Jenuary 31,1918
/ Ottana.

// HodMaurable ir:-

/ : The most gracious considersaiion which has aiways

/ characterized the Covernment of Chende in 1ts attitude toward its Christian
population whose tenetz of faith prohibit their teking part in active milida
taryservice in time of war, or encouraging any military interests in time
of peace, and which similar spirit has characterizedthe present Government )
during these exceptional times and under the exceptlonal messures enacted
for the preeent stress of times, has appexled Lo the heirts of many whose
religicus intersts have been tima gasded. They wuld express their most
profounf gratitude for sueh fevors and desgire irn some special menner Lo
menifest their thenkfulness Tor the enjoymnet of the priceless benefits
of religious liberty.

With this in view, a nusber of the non-resistent bodies of Caneide have
jointly undertaken to show their gratitude to the @overnment end their
interests in ithe welfare of itheir felliow-citizens,as well &s Lo underioke :
ghare the burdens of suffering humenity thruocut the world, by organizing L
in the manner eand for the purpouses herein stated.

"wherees, We, &s Mennonites and Tunkers, whose tenets of faith forbid - 3
engaging in any form of wllliary service in time of poace or war, desirous ;
to help in beering the burdens due to the conditlons of war, Therefore,

"Resolved, That we, The Nonerssistant Relielf Qrganizatlion, recommend that
@ generous fund be reised amony the Churches interested, which shall be
donated to the Covernment as & memoriel of uppreciation for the privilege
of religious liberty, and our frecdom from militery service; which fund
shall be used for relief and charitable purposes; and, that & Commiliee
be appointed which shall interview the Covernment for sugiestions as to the
disposal of the said donatien according to our falth, , e i3

*we further recommend thet we encoursge a continued suppert of relief jﬂ -
and chiritable work during the continuance of the war, and 80 long theree #
sfter as deemed adviseble by this Organization.

me trust, “ir Robert, that this movement may meet with the approvsl of 2
your Government &nd submit to your Judgment the mutter of confering with 9
you,or with such members of ine Governmenit whom Jou may suggesl, regerding
the pmrposes of this Orgenizetion, and shall avalt your plessure and g
biddlr}.a » - :

| ; %o heve ihe privilege to Ue,
| ok 2% § PN s . :
} Most gratefully and humply, ;
The CSomrittiee, : - f |
L. J. DMrkhelder, Markhem, Ont. The Comrit'es. ;2
£, P. Cofrmen, Vinelend Ont. : o
&. Goudie, Stouifvilie Cnt. 57/ }f/CZ;:/ #
D..¥. Helze, Gormley, Ont. ) A //59, .
Thos. Reasor, iickering Ont. /

¢. Cascho, Baden, Ont.




Vinelend Ont., Febraary 20, 1218,

k. >
‘Y To The Prime Minister,
The Right Honourable Slr Robert Borden,
House of Parliument,
0‘%&\':&.

:
:

Honoeguble Sirt-

- The noat graclous conslderation whick has al uys characters
izel the Govermnent of Canada in its attistude towards L3 pomulation whoue
tanets of falth prohibit thelr taking nast In my form of militasy seevice
elither In tine of ywace or war, and whlch simllar splrit has characterizeds
the present Government during these excentional simes and under the excent-

~#onal nemirea enacted for the Mreeent stress of times, has anpealed to the
hearts of many whose religlous interusts have been thus guarded, They

B express thelr most profound geatlisude for such favoss, and desire to pan-
| 1fest In ore practical manner thelr thankfulness for the enjoyment of the
©  priceless benefiss of religlous 1ibe sty,

With this In view, a nusber of the non-resissant bodles of Canada have
Jointly undertaken, oy forming themselves into :n orvganlizastion knowm as
"THE NON-RESISTAFT RALIEF ORGAXIZATION,® to show thelp geatitude %o the
Govemment und thelr Interest in the welfare of thelr fellow-cltizens, as
well as to shre the burden of suffering Mumanity thrucut the world, The i
manner and purpose of the orgunizatlion, as stated in a rescdution, is as
foliownj=- ;

*Whercas, We, as Mennonites and Tunkers, whose tenmeta of falth forbld
"sngaging In any form of nilltary service in time of peace or war, are de-
‘"$irous to help in bearing the burdens occasioned by the war condisions,

"The rofore, Reso!ved, Thut We, The Yon-Resistunt Rellef Organization, :
*recormend that a generous fund be ralsed arong the Churches Intesestcd
*which shall be donated to the Govemrent an u ~emorial of uopreclatlor for
"the privilege of religious liberty and our frecdom fron nillsary sesvice

"in any form, which fund shall be used for reilef and eraritable PUrooses
*only."* : ‘

*¥e furtrer recommend that we encourage a continued minnort of gedlef
"and charitable work during the continuance of the war and so long there-
fafter as myy be deened advisable by thi8 Orgunization,.® "

e o Ly

é
i

We trust, Slr Robert, that thls rmovement may reet with vour anproval
and that of your Government, and that the foll!owing scllicitaton nd sequest
may be taken Into vour serious cohM demationi- That, a Commlttee having
beer unpolnted to Interview the Covernuent with regared to the work of thre
Organization, the undcesigned, Secretury of the Go mitten, has been in-
stmicted to communleate with the Government or L%#,representustives ‘
with the objeet of recelving suggestions or learning the nmw ver charnels by
uhlick or thru whieh the objects and purposes of this Orga-ization may be
carried Into effect according to the tencts of falth of the relizious
bodies which 1t = resents, and we shall awalt your pleasuse and bidding,

; I am, ] e
| Honeurable Sie,
Yours npost respectfully sd hunbly,

Secretary.

R +
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Elmira, Ont., Feb. 25th, 1918.

Rev. Thos. Reesor,
Pickering, Ont.

Dear Brother In Faith:

Feace.

Since I have not heard from you for some
time I thought that perhaps & letter would not be out of order.

I had a chat with Bro. Cressman today and
learned some rather favorable news. Some time ago I sent out to
several different parties copies of the minutes of our meeting
held 2t Kitchener and it seems that they have created a different
feeling among the brethren. According to Bro. Cressmen's asser-
tione I would not be surprised if the proposition were proceeded
with as he said it is winning general favor although there are
gsome who strenuously oppose it.

I would appreciate any information from
you as to the suceess of the committees and the results of the
interview with the government. Encoursgéng reports along this
line would ensble me to further the proposition and would be the
cause of gaining more interest from the brethren in this com-
munity.

There are ten more copies of the above °
mentioned minutes on the desk before me and I want to mail them
to-night adding a short note by way of explenation to each.

I will write again in the near future and
will keep you posted as to the way the proposition is being
handled snd the recepfion it will receive.

An early answer from you will be appreciated
as the information I hope it will contain will assist greatly
to get the people more interested.

My sincerest good wishes to you and all
inquiring friends and may God's richest blessings be your daily
portion.

Yours very truly,

Greetings to you and the femily from the wife and myself.
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