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Elmira, Ont., Mar. 16th, 1918.

Rev. Thes. Reesor,
Pickering, Ont.
Dear Brother in Faith:

Greetinge.

FPossibly you are wondering what has become
of me or perhaps of the papers which you sent me some time &go ss
T believe that I have not even acknowledged the receipt of them.

I have made one copy of these papers for my
own use and am returning the original. Regarding expenses, if the
locel clergy can be induced to accept a copy of these laws then it
is only natural that we should aseist in bearing the expenses. If,
however, they would rather have nothing to do with it, I shall be
glad to do my share personally in assisting to bear the expenses
as the papers are worth a great deal to me.

I would greatly appreciate it if you wpuld
forward a bill of what you consider our share of the above mention-
ed expenses so that I would have an idea to work upon.

There are many asnxious inquiries concerning
the progress of the Relief Organization and it seems strange to
me that the Government has not replied to the letter of the com-
mittee appointed.

I have been working rather late to complete
the copy of these papers and must therefore be brief with my
letter.

Trusting that all is well with you and yours
and may the guidance of our Saviour be our daily blessing, I re-

main,
Yours very truly,
P. S./- Best wishes to you and the family.
;?ééofwmu/ C%/<;>7</‘ ’ Zi?zﬁﬂ;%fy
)
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UnNITED STATES Foobp ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON, D. C.

March 21, 1918.

IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO

6-H-7

To the Churches of all Denominations and
Synagogues of the United States:

The whole great problem of winning the War rests
largely on the loyalty and sacrifice of the American people in
the matter of food. It is not only a Government responsi-
bility, but also the responsibility of each individual. Every
pound of food saved by each American citizen is a pound given
to the support of our Army and the Allies. Every pound wasted
or eaten unnecessarily is a pound withheld from them. It is a
direct personal obligation on the part of each of us to some-
one in Europe whom we are bound to help.

Appreciating fully the inspirational power of the
churches in the United States, we feel that it is important
that eloser relations between the churches and the Food Admin-
istration be established, and to that end there is enclosed
herewith a bulletin entitled “Suggestions for enlisting the
Active Support of Religious Organizations in Food Production
and Conservaticn.” :

May we ask that your Church asgsist in this plan and
bring home to your membership that individual feeling of re-
sponsibility which is so necessary for success?

Faithfully yours,

-

United States Food Administrator.
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

L

WASHINGTON

March 28, 1918.

My Dear and Reverend Sir:

The Food Administration is bringing to your attention the vital importance
of increased production and conservation of food during 1918. In order that
the production of food may be increased it is necessary that the farmers be
supplied with additional labor, so that they may not be hampered in the planting
and harvesting of their crops. The Department of Labor, in order to furnish
them a supply of labor ordinarily not available, has organized the United States
Boys' Working Reserve for the purpose of mobilizing for agricultural service the
strong and adaptable young men of the Nation between the ages of 16 and 21,
especially the high-school boys. The organization is already operating in 46
States with a Federal State Director in active charge in each State. We need
your cooperation in this nation-wide enrollment to meet the national crisis.

You can materially assist us, first, by bringing to the attention of your
church members the great need of the boys who are already on the farms remaining
there where their knowledge of agriculture can be of more service to their
country than their employment in other pursuits; second, by encouraging city
boys who are physically fit to work on farms during their vacation period as a
patriotic duty; third, by assuring the parents that Federal State Directors
have been urged to use every effort to safeguard the physical and moral welfare
of the boys by seeking the cooperation of churches and all constructive agencies
in the inspection and supervision of farms and the arrangement of leisure-time
activities for the boys; fourth, by offering your services to the Federal State
Director or the County Director in your community for this important
undertaking.

President Wilson has recently said: ''I -sincerely hope that the young
men of the country, of 16 years of age and over, not now permanently em-
ployed, and especially the boys in our high schools, will enter heartily into
this work and join the Boys' Working Reserve in order that they may have
the privilege, for such I believe . it to be, of spending their spare time in
productive enterprise which will certainly aid the Nation to win the war by
increasing the means of providing for the forces at the front and for the
maintenance of those whose services are so much needed at home.''

The churches have already rendered such notable service in this war
emergency that we are confident that we can rely on you to take an active
part in this great national movement to mobilize and safeguard the boys for

work on the farms.
Faithfully, yours,
: W. B. WILSON,

Secretary of Labor.

WILLIAM E. HALL,
National Director,

U. S. Boys' Working Reserve.
50175°—18
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‘hearing nd are very muck intcrented in the parosse of our O*ga"lzunu...
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R T

‘the Wilitary Sewvice Act, we reqesting that we desire 3ome statenent or

- woek, and for the mm«n mé tr»cit%;tfm%é dcal Plghteounair with

‘ 4 . én
R‘j“:.!‘\’.cp :
Com, %¢ dov', >
Lo L BUPKRO Lde B, “Qf-

8. ndie;
Thos. Recaoe,
€. Cangho,
D.8.Helqs,

Yineiund Ont,, Ape. 3, 1918,

Beesthrensi- : : e .
: Piease mote herwisth, the report of the Commdttes which walted
on the Govermaoent on the 27k of Yarch, ;

Qur Conniitile, "ros. Reesor, David W, Felue and G.F.Coffman, net with
F.B.Ba0st , M. P, for soutk Wate loo, ond arcanged for a reeting of the
Cab Inet Comnisice at the wEporary House of ?arume.*:,, at 11.80 a.m, Bas
the apupintnen: was later changed 1o £.48 p.m. The Corlilee of the Cablingt
"as %0 Bave included the Yon.J.A.Caulder, ¥,.P,, Caskatckha an, Finiswcr of
In:igeation and Colonization; Fon. A*'z’hw Melichar, ¥,.P., ¥anltoon, 5ecre-
gufy of e Interiory Col. ?%wbuf:-.'*.,~,«'1:1!aux ¢ of Wilivla, ;nd Hom, N.W.
Roweil, President of tr¢ Councll., This belng the Lt duvef the scaslon &
Parilarent previcus Lo the Baster Mollday, tre menbe 's were excentionally
busy and ss et wisth ‘on, JeA.Cauldoer and Lhe Hon, 8.F.0coty only, ’

- The unbers of the Gove nuens nve weay Commitiee a vooy ».ci.; ive

¥e Drescnted our netitlon, & cony of which is tnalosed, requesting them Lo
advise a oethod of fjmczrmmﬂr, and a sproser annlleation of the funds %o be
donated, and we also stuited e wrxdn!m&s which at peeaent, seem. so Inter-
fim with the cagm*‘-.rg oul of cur mirneses, % progentod 30 the Govermnent

4 statoment, agber $he scoond inclosed covy, Sowing bow there avpear 10 be
conflicting 1:wies between ocur nom-rosistant falth wnd the vrovisions of

action ou the nart of the Covermment ahlch mav clear un our standing ul'h
the Sovermment vegarding the Niut.av ferviece Act.

The neche s of Lre Govcm:wm. whon we met have pronisced o tuke up
these matters ¢ th thelr follow-ferkers and wish the oroner offlelals ag :
the carliest posainle noment ufter the Bunter Recess and forward o voar ;
Doirltsee & renart thereunon. They were glad for our exvlanatien of our
sltuasion and felt to sive us the fullest assurance that our Interests
would =ot be ﬂismamed and our connlete exemnilon fsom alliltary senla
wguid be allon&. e &

paking zhﬂ mmx @ ntinue Lo nrav :or Yousg MHM and thelr

all of i3 cltizens, e g‘ﬁ S aﬁw

s tu tho ﬁi‘ﬂ% of 'me “aaw.r

5. F. Coffman, e,
top the Coriitice.
RS

S
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THE CONFLICTIER AOIVTS BITHED HE FAITH OF FHE NOR<RLSIITAMY
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M MYIYPATY oamirT M ioms
L V'~""I MELTARNTY SRRV I GHE A(’.‘ .

1. If urny semice whatasoever 18 sequlircd of don-Keslsatant be tevern, who

afe perdors of suck organized Churetes, 1t mulilfles the vledgea of
tellglous Libo sty on the flest actual oceaslon that nelvlleges of
cxemnt ion eould have béen effective,

in foliowlne the gdvice of tre Tovempent In re® onse %o the Fisst call’

andee the MIlltaoy S¢ovee A% our vouny nen were obllred to rezlster
undere Clause 8 of the Exendtions, insertins she nare of the Tunker " or
*ugnnonlte” ,0r"Anl o ¥ennonite® Churel, thug & sgrining vle "tenets of
falth® as 0505cd %0 "combatani® seevice. Thias lnegossectlv EXDIEI3CH
our faltr; ut no neovisi ns sere made und e tre Exennticns Regulationn
f0 gorrectly gtating our falthk and the crounds of oue cla ing as on-
nosed Lo wil foms of ¥ilitary Service, shether "conbd Nt or non-con-
batant.® Hence tre Local and Distolet Telbunals could not do 6the cwise
thun follow the dlscetions of She Act and exen~: fron @ nhatunt gsemviloe
only, and our hrethren not total " exewited ane Fubject to Yilitary
semvloe,

OCur Drethren have not been aniformly denlt wish by the vaslous Exenp-
tion Telbunals, Some have bech cxerntcd ag fameea, sone 43 neccisasy g
hone, others untll costalv classes or cutagorles are calied asd oo rs
exennted fron corbatunt service, Some fow in o ¢ East and a mwmber in

_vhe Went are @xembted as Mermonites, The Willtasy Sgovice Seumell and

other heads of 30 vemnen Departoents have almost wnifomiy dectlumed
that the Menvonites and Tunkirs arc excented from Nllitus Service Act
and"ravé no duty %o ve fom tlk sounder.® Oup anreals o the usions
Telbunals, using the Jecision of trhe Milisar: Service Councll, have not
met with anv success In sceurine the release £ron ¥1litary Service of
any of cue voung men, and theu are 3811l keld, awntrar to thelr fatth,
as soldlers on leave of absenee wlthoutensg pay, and arc under tre
“littary Autropliv of the Counts-,

Our nehle have €3tiemed the inse mrctation of tre ‘;Excewthms %0 the
Aet®, that those cuming under the Oprder in Comell of Aug. 13th, 1273,
Ineluded all Quakers, Tunkesrs and Menronites whouse Hberties under the
statutes of Cunuda had been contimucd to ther fos nany vears, il whose
Libc rtles wore clted to the Mermonls 3 who proncsed ootz eatine to
Canada In order to conflem thele confidence In the continuance of trelr
falth I thls land, We co:ld =ot helleve that the Gamadian Gove Mnent
bad anmulled ir any degree those religicus Ilberiles and Lrrdnitics wnk
whick our fome-fathrers enjoved.

The Gornmitiee,

o e,
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b Vinelsnd Ont., Apell 29%h 1819,
Mr, Justice Duff,
Gentral Apweal Jadge,
Depaetment of Justice,
Ottavwa, '

your onoues-

: Respecting the annedl of Joseph Cressman, Yew Hambue-
ont., Serlal Fuiver 786880 AC, Conscoutlve Mumber, 8904, which 1s un
anneal fron the decision of the Aumeal Teibunsl at Kltchencr, O ana

Ty “g i

toc be wesented to Lhe Centrdl Court Anril 182th, pernit a fow facts,.

i

sinece addpcssing vour onour on December 7th, 1917, @nd
foruarding corsespondence which was fyled for reference Intcase of
ansgals of lennonltes coning befowe vour Court, thls ls the flest cose
thet has been brouzht to our attentlon as having becnallowed thenrivi-
lege of spenl tc the Central Tribunal We are g- teful for this
wasiderat on,

: our positlon as Venuonitos, Amlsh Mennenltes and Tunkems
rc® coting our Tenets of Falth and attitude toward mililtary scrvice has
not heen deseribed by the BExemotion Clause of the Militarr Service Act
under which cur nombers were oblized to clalm exenntieon, since we hold
and have beld for centuries that dll forma of military pervice are
tneonsistant witk our Chriastian orofession,

We B ve becn informed by Loeal an Ave al Trelbund's that
the Bxoensions to the Act referred t0 those Rus :,1\;:‘ Brethren who w@ere
granted ¢ enntion by Opder in Oounell August 18th, 1873, We were nleasgl
shat the Military Scevice Counctl exvree sed the ovinion that HMenonites
are excluded from the ow- atlon of the Act and have no duty thoperfom
th reunder, The Tenets of Falth of the Russian Mennonlites and thelr

sasons for asking exemptlion from military service is the énly adequate
desceri tion of oupr faltyr =«nd ground for our claims, d nce we hold the
sme vrincivles and the Mennonites the same amuu:s of £4 tr, nd 1t
ancars 0 Us $0 he the only »nroper ealassifieation for us under tho
Militar Service Act,
We bolleve that 1t wos not the pursoese of the Bovernnant

“4n fre Ing the ¥ilitary Service Act to prescribe what should be the

articles of faltk of any Church, snd not thelr purnose $6 1limit In n
gence the »rivllieces of well est blished and recognized rellclious w dies
e datifully acceot any linitations which mar not intoerfere with ocur
sence of duy to cur Saviocur, but we vray that theuse most sacred veine
cinles of oeace and gocd will, aus exemnlifled by Christ, may e recoge-
nized ags lasful and semitted us by the o e¢nency of cur GoOve™mecnt,

¥e are, most humbly smd folshfullr,

Your servontis whoe pywy ,

The Connlttee,
sifned, 2. F.Coffnmun, Secwvetary,




_amt Comrlttce In tm e 1 tine,

: Vizeiand mt.. APril 108%h, 1012,
Dear Brethrent- Groentine,
- Please find enc 1053(3 a ® oy of a letter %o the
Chlef Justice regarding the cxemptionief one of our boys, This letter I
sclf explanatory. I bave also sent ¢onles of 1t to the Committce that
made the appeal €0 the “overnment in the Fall of last vesre., A cODY oOf
thils same lester 1a velng sent to Thre ¥on, J, A. cauldw and to Mr,
F. 8. Scott, who met with uz In Ottawa,
This 13 the first opveortunit that any of our @ vs have kad to have,
thelr anedl one bofore the Central Tribund and we vrav %o God that
we may have favor at this time,
The blunk forms with request for the revo rds of those who are
anplyme for emennilon arg ! beginnin: to e me In and 1t sems that ln .

_the majorlty of cascs the exensblona Fave bEer Tdr cifier oaKthe

resons for which thev apneded For cxénotion, The ouestion of Mugima
bellef has not buen token into ansidcmaton by the Lapal and Distdiot
Trivunals gencarlay, We whou 4 make an erfort $0 bring thls nalter W
the attenticn of the Government,

As 3 © n as the renort ouases from Ottawa regarding trhils Apre ‘ul e
wi 1 forward & renet o you, and may al 90 hcar f&n ere ot the Govern -

e R T e S wWars in M th. SR CE R E L e

ha o
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Vineland Ont., Aprill2, 1918,

Thomas Reesor, Treas,
Pickering Ont. R.R.

DearBrother:- Greeting.
A letter from Brother Burkholder states that the

travelling expenses and other expenses of the Committee to Ottawa has
been arranged for to be paid by the Treasurer. since my expenses have not
been met by any other fund I will accordingly apply to good will of our
brethren as represented by our Treasurer. If 1t were vossible to meet
cuurent obligatiions without applying to this fund I wuld gladly do s0.
But we feel free in a sense to make use of the funds supplled by the good | i
@111 of the bfethren feeling that 1t 13 done out of love and for the sake |

i
wfz‘”‘”“

of bearing one-anothers burdens,

Car fare and Railroad expenses, $18.20
Stenographer covles, Ottawa 1.00
Meals, 45
Total, $19.65

inting and making blank forms, 125, 2.50

” Circulars 125 1,00
Postage, \estimate/ 1,00
$824.15

I have not been in the habit of charging for postiage sincé that
goes along with so much other Church and Conference work, but this speclal
113t of mail I thought ougt to be placed in the acdount.

Somie of the blank forms are being returned, Only in a few cases
kave the Tribunals exempted the men as Mennonites. Théér faith has not
beern recognized. There has been no reprt from Ottawa. May the Lord direct
Gur affairs and may His blessing be with you in your labors for Hin,

Yours in His service, ‘ /
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: : ~ Vvineland ont., April 20, l9ls,

‘Bu‘,@hm:- Greeting,
In reply t0 lettors sent to menbers of Parliamen

enncem*w the Commmlcation to Chief Justice Duff, I revwith cony z‘cplles

: _ Otiawa linh Auell - 1‘;)18

Dear Siri-

: ;2 ocgoto acknewledge iLhe reoelm'. of your leticr of the 10th Ing f

ant, teansmitting copy of a comewnicaiion you adisessed.te Onief. WA o

[*r, Cemtral Afme:u Judre,

= Shortly afteor Ay interview with vou here, 1 ratep..m.d a enommt

dnm and had the sume tramsnitted Lo the Prime Winlster with a vicw L0 |

hwl*!g a8 declision readred rescectlng the matters vou nlaced before ne, s :

Owing mmr, to pregsure of other imporsant and usgent work, the Covern-

g i ras not a3 yet becn able t0 deal witkh the questions gou riised,

Within the @murse of trhe nast ten davs the Fring Winister'a attention has

been centercd o » ne cxceedingly important veoblers, and in addition the

work of scxstions has beem mich as 4o pavent hin from glvirg attention 6

mw@ma‘  roblamg g.alting consideration, 1'am sure at the very ordliget 3 |
ety he will Elve kls conslderad on to the nemerundur 1 nlaced il

imrwe hm. ; Yours vesy Seaiv !

a2 Stﬂ!’%f,d, ) ;Ao 1"]{11‘,
Vi:naiand nm. A . Miristce of 1rmls mun“ and tolenlzati ."..b

e O R R A R e i

e 7 ‘/-,q Rt S

Serr .M__‘A;-»~ i

e S N A -

‘ B ' Ottawa Avell 18th, 1lel:,
- )lr. B.F;%rmm. , : ; -
e e »wﬂvi"gld} 28 3 i 3 e = ” kNI

| . : S it i e, ]
= I m'dlv, \,ei vc:\’!t‘ “'}ﬁ"zc P of the 1Ctr 1natunt todey, The
delay in vy ow: M.mg 1a ouised by my belng out of the elty. :

s X am :xuvti*m in touekh with WMe. Justice Duff in an endesver %o find

m& jxwt" e’ Your e nle :stem»? : mmmtlan with she iiltarr Berwive
4\ ae interoreted by *s‘r:;.r :
.I' "‘uw that vou M.ve. dent & mm uf the Petly 10*: RO Yrewge s ¥ oKX, e
3 mm&r. I will nake it . mmz to see MP, Qalder at the first opoortunitp;.
, i -
e ours xﬂnwracly e - 2’?3
gl stimeil, Vo8 soott. 0 / e 3

? I """“*""-“""'""*—'W’w ® : ’ .
above 15%.‘,(9 mak mr thenaelv.s, The Mutics ander onaldeeotd on
secalve the atens sion of the lowe poent a8 geen as it ds vOadib Lo rw
: m glve attention to it, Reganding 9w noew Orders about 0 be e,
imnd e ce 18 m‘ww’f@{rﬁ ig;m»hm gim » out t:m uamx Men ozii:w PR
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( Privy Council )
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Ottawa, April 2P°HR1"Yo1blono?

R P ——— .

Dear-iir, Byer ;-

I beg tu acknowledge the receipt ¢f your letiter of the
22nd of Lpril , addressed o the Homoredle lir. Rowell and would 1like te
enclose herewith copy of my letter to ihe Military Service Ceuneil,
together with copy of their repiy. Pemsidly I did not make it clear to
vou that Mernonites " not in good standing "™ would have to take their
c¢hence under the Military Service iet the same as anybody else.

Yours very truly
To J. B, Allan
J. L, Byer, Esq Asgistent Prtvate Secretary.
Markham, Ont.

{ Cony ).

Ottawa , April 23rd , 1918,
Dear Sirs :- '
You will remember a telephone conversation with the Writer
of this letter , & few days ago. regarding the pesitien of Hemnonites
under the Military Serviee Aet.

T am enclosing a copy of & letter just received from Mr.
J. L, Byer of Markham,K Ont. , in reference to this matter. 4

I infermed Mr. Byer,K after our conversation, that Mennenites
" in good standing " came within the schedule of the Military Service Act
and are excepted, but that unrecognized adherents " not in good standing "
would be just in the position of conscientieus objeetors, and exempt fr -
om combatant service only.

The enslesed letter is self - explanatory. I wonder if you
would mind acting ugon it, if you consider it wise, and advise me so that
I may write to Mr. Byer direct. :

Yours very truly
Secretary of the

Military Service Couneil Assistant Private Secretary.
Ottawa. :
~{ Copy 1. :
J. B, Allen Ottawa,6 April 24 th, 1918,

Assistant Private Seeretary to
The Hon, the President of the Privy Council,
Ottawa. :
Dear Sir :- -
~ In reply te your letter of the 23rd instant . eneclesing a cepy
of a letter reeceived from Mr., J. 7., Byer of Markham, Ont. I fear that the
last part of the second paragraph of your lstter is net guite cerrest in
stating the astual positien. -

Let me repeat my interpretation with reference te NMenmemites
under the Military Service Aot: Urder pawragraph 7 ef tho scheduls of ex -
eceptiens, undoubtZily Mennenites are exsepted from the Aot and have no
duty t6 pexrform in counsction therewith. I take this te mean that a
l:gn:n{;oc,lif a::;stzg.f;rlnnn - eompliance with the Aet, would be imm -
ediately released by olice Magistrate on prov to the 1
satisfaction that he was , in fact, a mbnnonitz, o e g

The guestien of what would be required in preof is for the . |

Magistrate, but I should imagine that he would require to Imow
Man making the elaim was a Memnenite in goed atungtagwtxz:%
£ charged were not a Mennenite in goed standing, eould he come
. w  the Exception at all? If the answer %te¢ this is in the ne
t . would be compelled te obey the law, and if his religious Seruples ¢
not permit ntm%ttzgpsxnc!ﬁﬁ*$t~w@didihe oven to him teo ela
»~w,oonsoientiensd; Punde 2er the olaim would be sus

rt8 set up unde " Servic %S Por the dis
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- To the oagthren of the : - - ;
7 grempticy Gorittoe toiOttava, G |
¥ £ and F-R Rellef Comm!¥%e. 5 P ‘

Vineland On%,., April 20,1918,
“Pear Brethrent- Grecting,

Another letter exnlining what has been dne ;
egarding our Exemption clalms, A notlee came to me that a mmber of the
Mermonite falth,-non-resistant-, at Nortk Bay had receilved notice %o wvenont
for scrvice at the Exbivltl on grounds in May. Feellng that Bis was a stop
which showed posslbdé conduct of offlelals, I at ence wired to Hon, J.A,

: Y clicyas- "Scme of our Loys iving notices to ,
g”gﬁ_ Yi"ﬁ&{:ég ;1 {3 m§z ret gmt\:gg?w n:n :::; ;ﬂﬁ .“tm ror m‘:’;
The foltowlre Is 15 reply by mall,- Oituwn, ADPiL 29, seecici o ¥ w vign
taking the matter thercin roferred to un with the Minlaster of Wiiitla nd
will ask hin to deal with mne,® : \
erewiih I wili glve the chlef points of the renlics to the lettess of
Avell 28R, of which gu have had £ aupkes, to Mpr. J. A. Calder ond ¥r, F.S.
Scots., ; ;
* 1 bave just rcoeived a raiing foom the Central Apvcal Judee, e-
grading anncds for excmnton from millsar service of mmbes of She Memmonit.
Craireh, He dhtcs tht mebors other thon thy Megmnmonltics e/ footed oy the
‘Order 1n Councdl who have claimed exemptl on from gombatart 3¢ vige, where
the mebe eshin LabbnAfide, have becn geanted exempilon by the Centreal :
Appeal Judge, AR ugh the number has becn gulte small, I sce tht hls lat
Ondor In Counell ecalling out all the young men frem 18t¢ 22 has hen  in-
- tep~ ted as exennting Mennonlites from combatant service only, nd that theyv
arc still Ilavle for non-gorbatant s svice. 1t is unfortunate tht in the
¥iliturr service At you werc not oxemptod in ful' the mzwe a the Russisn
memmonlte l, I w dlscussing Bis question at every oportunity #ih Bose i-
abtrority, and wlil let vow Jmo: of my shange In the a'tnatten.®
. Dated, Avr, 26, Yours verv $necrdy, Sibned, F.3,Scost,

: OtseTe; Awr, 20th-l5.4, (e ‘

E ' *I have 1 racdy Ssoken the mabtter referrcd to up with

L- the Winister of Milltla, who will deal disedsly Atth Jd sae. You mav

. cxpeet 1o hear froo the Mllitia authoritles afortly in renly to the
questions which vou ralse as %o the exenptions of your veung men from
miiltary service. - Youry truly, - Slemed J.A.Calder.

. .¥We have now to hear .E:trm the Prigie Kinlster as 46 the Rellef Pund, am
. our cxerptions in onneetion with 1%, We ha ve 3¢ humr Pprom the Chlef
F Justice on gfte of the exejumuml cldrig sunt 6 kin, and from the Minlatewr
of Wilitla ropardlng the new fet. We shoild underssand thas under the New
Act, the We nmonltcs excepted are exactly the sale as undse the former Aot.
Ve Seott understonds tiat our position is ide tic.i &% thut of the

Russlan Momnon 'ten, and therefre we are éntitled to the same oxcptions and
.shou'd have dbeen allowed sich exmpiior, ~ ; -

Your Secrotary is now prevaring a statenent of the variety of exennt-

lens recelved under the Tribumals and will place the statmet befuse the 1
nemb: ts of the Govermmentwith whon we have orse® nded asking the & seoure
i Some unifoem action or decision Wich W1 ®ver oll of Lhem, Woanwhlle let
L 8Bl ¢ ¢ _omr brethren to entimve thelr unpeds. ium g
R\ B Wt . < AU by (R LS i R e o,
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Elmira, Ont., May 8th, 1918.

Rev. Thos. Reesor,
Pickering, Ont.

Dear Brother In Faith:

Greetings.

First of a1l I wish to express my sincere grat-
itude for the way in which you are keeping me informed on the subject
that seems to be upper most in all our minds. When I explain to the
members of our church the source of the information obtained the ma j-
qg%ty of them resalize that it was a mistake that they had not sappoin-

ot edpat our meeting in Kitchener snd that it is through the kind-
heartedness of more distant brethren that we are being kept informed
in the doings that transpire in connection with the grave situation
before us.

You are well aware of the fact that one local
tribunal had refused to acknowledge the appeals of Mennonites based
on certificates as sdherents. As a result many of our young men did
not show their certificates before thies tribunal and were exempt as
farmers only. Some of these young men are now called up for service.

In view of this fact and because the time for
action is limited, I took the liberty to explein the situation to the
Deputy Registrar at London and to the Central Appeal Judge at Ottawa
and ingquired whether the bearers of such certificates would, upon
presentation to the authorities at London, receive the same consider-
ation as will be accorded to the enrolléd members, whatever the nat-
ure of such consideration might be.

A reply from London states that they are unsable
to give me the information desired and referred me to the G.0.C.H.D.

- #1. I fear that I cannot get a reply from this officer in time to
act upon it but it might be worth the effort. The letter also re-
pinded me of the fact that the conscientious objector was exempt only
£rom combatant service and that he is liable to service in the Con-
struction and Forestry Battalions behind the lines.

The question that is occupying the minds of
many at present is as to what limits the Mennonite may go in report-
ing before he transgresses upon the non-resistant faith of our fore-
fathers. There are some different opinions expressed and your opin-
jon would be very much appreciated. I think it would be well for us
to have a definite understanding concerning this point so that the
foundation of our faith in this respect may be represented to the
suthorities in a manner that will be recognized and will bear out
the principles of our non-resistant faith.

Dear brother,it does a man good to see the
gpirit of harmony that gradually draws the brethren to-gether in this
coming trouble which affects the rich and the poor. Let us pray for
strength and patience to bear the sufferings that we have earned
ten-fold and let us remain stead faet in our faith even unto death.

537 ?23[ 4?5244>¢4;7L22¢¢/f——
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and for the sicoesaful arvrangement with the Governnet Pegardilng the exenng
“A8n of nembers of our Cravehes fror the recent Order In Guncl) ealling~

Mennonite Archives of Ontario

M., 8, A. ond Onder In ®uncll, 1917, 1818,
7o Conmitihe of Werm -nitgnomd Anlah and %
committoe of K-R. R, Opcimization,
Vineland tnt,, May 20, lal4,
Brothrent- dresting,

Fle :se note the following cony of a legtice receolived
¥y, Boott had bern Intcrviewed regariing the securing of exenptons fop
adhorents of o:r Chor ches, Ne, Welchel agrecd to accompany Mr. Scott to
Gttaw: for the puspose of intewviewing the Oovernment eonecrming those
queat fona,

Otrawa, May 17th 1818,
Rev, 8. ¥, Coffroan,
Vimeland Ons.,
Dgar Wr, foffuant

My Belohel and nyself have been endeavoring yesterday and todu
o havematters armnged 80 that your people will be exemnied from the op-
erations of the Order In Counell recently vassed, ealling to the eolors the
young men frar 18-28. In this, we think, we have been succesaful., We had
an Interview yesterdur with the Militala Councll, The Ministor of Wi11t4d
Wis present and aftor diacusalng the whole situation thoroughly, it was am
ranged shat we should seeure the numes of Bishons or somecne in anthority
who wuld Lssue ecrtificates of nembevahlp in your Church, The Offfcce
Commanding the Military Distrelet will then bg anthorized to accept these
cortificates and allow the men off on leave. .

, Y therefore feward to ne s qulekly as possible the mes of Rose
to whe the dovermmont could vefer,*

It does not wppesr desisble, at the present tine, %0 have Lhis in-
fomation made publilc, W 4o mot want 1f %o get Int: $he papers., We en- s
deavored furthar to have this anoly %o the adherents of the mebory of your
Crurch, "ut WP to the present time we have not bean able % armge thls,
and I mist eonfens that 14 seems doubtful at the nresent momglent that we
will be able to do so. If the Govemment were to do this, 1t would be ex-
tending privileges beyond that eontalned in the original Mliltary Service
Aet, as the Milltupy Bervice Act granted exenntion only %o Wmose who were
mHenbers, in good eterding of vour Ghunch,s .

*We hve polnted ous that the youmg men of your falth do not enter the
Crurek at an early age, &5 a mile not untll they have marricd, The answer
k8 tht %o opem the question of adheremts at all, would lay the door open
to feaud,»

*We wlll keep you informed 1f there is any further echange 1n the situs-

with your peovle in his ow 4t Htriot,.*

Yours very sircerely,
P8s/ung, fdgned, P, 8. Seott,

T™he follcwing is ny reoly %0 tre ‘atter of Nr. Scott.
‘ Vineland ont, May Z0th 1318,
Hon, F. 8, Soots, W, P, ¥
House of Commons, | {
Dt Laws Omt.
Dose Ign-w '

dour fovor of the lit: May, secoived and noted wlth plecaire, ¥e |
:g;m ko thunk you for the Inte sst you have taken on behalf of our pecple .

tlon. My, Welehel returms home tonlght and will rmedlately get in toueh w
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[ “.f}.ﬂ.\ﬁ‘:.f"f. 5.5 co oo “’&“" 33-—3.
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’. inte service men fron 10 w0 85, On a ssrarate sheet 1 o sumplyirg with
} your reqiost for the names of RMlshons and Winlsters who will be respons ble
l te slgn certiflicates of merberahly for any of our young men.
; ~ 8inee the recent advice to the Distrlot Heglstrars tah Menmonites are
\ considered as excepted fronm the M E.A. we have Instricted our young men
’ o were vreviously ealled and whose elalns had been canecléd by the Order
i in Codinell, thit they sheuld present thely Church gertificates when called
' and seclre thelr exempilons, We arc vleased to atate tht thelr clalms have
| thus far been honored. We have alse instruete the young men, whe are mem-
; bers,sf-oa that under the Excentions accorded us, they necd not reglster
f under the Owder 1n Councll, Bat, In cuse they are apvroached az definlters
under the Aet, that they should osresent thelr Nembership Certifloates as
evidence tht they have the right to elaim exempi on from service, We have
i been eareful to grant certificutes only to t90se who are actuanl nembers 1o
good standlng, ¥We have instructed them te Xesp thelr Chureh Cortificates
| eonstuntly In thely pousession as evidence to any who nizkt apvroasch thenm
| for masens for not being in service, If this 13 not in sccord with youe
arrangenents, please let me know, 30 that we will be able to comnly with
the same. We had hoped that full recognition would be macorded as under Ve
Exceptions for Mennoniteas,
; As %0 the fuestion of adhecents, we desire tht all that can possinvie
| be done to grant rellef would be in opder, since ocur wung peOPle arc
; strongly persuaded concuming the principles of our falth although not
? merbers of the Chwch, Conld they not be assigned for non-gombatanis ser lee
E in Canuda, 1f not exemvted,
3 Fas anything beon done for the rellef of our Tunker brethren? Sone of
{ then are Broady tmpeisoved for refuning to accent nllliasy seevice, &
. Thanking you for vast favors, I an,
‘ Most gratefully,™ ;
Slgned, S.F.Cofman, |
For the Comnittes. |
The follwing 1list of names wan sent, of persons who wou!d slgn certif-
leates of Hembershin, ; :

Menninites,- Blshops, Jonas snider, Abran Gingerieh, Mansssek Hallman |
2. F.Coffmanj Acting Blghon, L.J.Buskholder; Avpointed oy Coomitben, Jokn
Gasche, Zurlch, i

Beghons, Freeman Rittenhouse, Hara L. Martin, ard Minlsters, Thos. Reesop |

s_im Menmgnite, Bishops, Danlel H.Stelnman, Cheiotlsn Zehr, Danlel S,
Jutsi, ¥ 13 ziger, John J. Kuepfer, Joseph W.Kuenfer, Jacob Liehty.

Kermonite Svetheen In Christ, - Elders Swwel Goudle, €,F.Good, Minist-
ers unpointed by Confercnee to slgn certiflcates,- M.Bricker, J.%0lwell,
W.Browm, I.Brubacher, P. Cober, 8. Cressman, R. Bltherington, H.R.FPrey, AJ
Gooding,J.¥.Kitehing., B.mer Moyer, ¥.H.Schwalm, B.Seivenpives, G.1.8inden,

Ded J8%0m08, A.G;ﬂaﬂl«et, %.Yates, F.J.lehnan, %

I #dd/ also appended the nwes of the *Tunker Urethran, so that they ;
might be known, In ease the Jowernment grants the hoved for exemntion,- |
Elders, Asa Bearss, Johm glder, D.W.Felsej Vinlsters, Pred 811lott, John |
AMlgh, Slmon Cober, !
% The adirgsves were siven also, and the miggutlon shat she 1138 might
& Pe changed or aided to as oecanlon might require, ond suggesting that

@ithentle lists fron Conference rep ris might be filed with the

i
i
|
i
;

mee do s0 as far as pessible, ol
that these steps whil roet yous wm«g;
@ and not publlely advertised, I m,

Z, 5




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

~ A SV . v ,ﬂ,\.‘...,\‘. : =Yy :
sules s AL e i oonEayr. 1ud7,

R e

|06 P ELGL &

L . e A s
et Sy SRt
T

£

Qs s & &
22U v

anke " Beotkoon woee nnrtsencd oe fo 20l :

vainls .

Cas3Gs

§ A

1 e P e %
owv = PR £ 111 PR i TR [ : A
p sy ASO% 8 ¥ P a
e T B B R § 8 {2 |

N

okt fee  Bhra 7L
VG ae o SV

Gt 3%




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

I

hat sone of tho DI

PRgesS. TR W 7 a2 &%
regissfar

1 % o b4y BalEs oLfure J
b ! % ; LR - S L
: t S nSesSLe Beling % $G DeEar GELLNET " ob
% 5 i = : s -
3. T o v R R ] -~ Tt . mMis 3 oo v ™ a3 4 &30 Gr is
G BT LL S 7% Y G SO 1 G S p L R el o I)U()i)l(, & U 1s EREeRr ety . 49

Bt 0 Vo, ScOty a% 0Lvuin aild he 1@

corresnend

L ST

’ Wi

R P et Ghole O

¥

N

Lt AV v b e
N, TR . i

p1ibary s ™ lce

Aa S

.. ol

(v xr a
Sy ‘

sk

Gr Denf

LW et “5
Faaed b

N i
By

2
1 - ~ £ - - - e am & 3 % Rl ; il S
ke . CHUehe A e A0 | R T B T 0 T U F oo
Vi s in - B,
Woe 5 WL
B A L

S




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

GABLUPE
shhoriged

8]

(14

dichels

-l »
Vi v e

o BRI

i8% 81 43

ghops
1
%

wthoyiged

e I




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

T

» A
|

6% §f Slders and Mislatérs of the
mmu Brethren In Christ Chareh
y oo et G im0 Y

Hanbership Certificatos,
= .

Presifing Wacr, Seamel JGeudis, Stoulfvilie Unt, A

Presdling “lder, €. B. Geed, iiishener (mt.
Minlesera,

ile Bricker, Marichas Unb.
d« Bolwell, Zdgeley vnt.
e Drowm, Litohaner, (mb,
I, Sxdbaschor, Smevcd b,
B, Cobar, iarybore unt,
8. Ovenmaan, Breslun Out,
Re Dtbevington, Lients m mt,
He Ba Froy, Sunnidale jmt,
be Be Gociing, Stayner unt,
d+ B. Eivehing, Towonte Ont. 181 Branswick Ave.
flaey Neyer, Amer Hout mb.
¥. Mo Sehwalm, Bew Dundee Unt,
Be Sloveupiper, Steondfvillie Gnb.
G 1. Binden, Dundalk mt.
Be 3+ Gtoras, Heupoler Gut,
Lalle Vapdew, Gellingweod Unt,
% Tabes, Leng Bay Gat.
Fo 34 Lobman, Vinsland Ont.
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