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Me?nonite Archives of Ontario

Gormley, May 29 th, 1018

Dear Brethern. Greeting

~

Aceording to arranfements, a number of
of the members of cur church met W, R, Smythe, K. C, in Torcnto on lMon-
day last. Our delegation was composed of Three of our Bishops, Three Elders,
and Two lay-members.
We are pleased to report that Mr Smythe received us

very kindly, 2nd gave us a very very ccurtecus and considerate hearing. The
first matter under consideration was, the establishment of our bedy as an
esiablished ,and fully organized religious body known as *Tunkers" We were ®©
able tc astablish this faet beyond a-dcubt, and Mr Smythe was fully satisfie
on this piont. R o

The next was to establish our glaims for exempticn on religi-
our grounds, as provided in thé Statutes of ~pnada, this Mr Smythe also fuly
recognized up to the limit of “Combatant serviee only” admitting however
that we , tbgether with all the f'enndnite bodies, other tham that of the
"Russian Mennonites" were entitled to-the Same consideration as was accorded
them in 1873, but Mr smythe held firmly that the Order in Couneil of 1873,
was a speeial bargain, or eoﬁtq&ct on the part c¢f the Government of Canada,
with the Russian uenaonites,ﬁxdgpting them from any form of military service
whieh up to thateﬁad not been granted to any of the three bodies mentioned
in any of the Aets previously passed fro the benifit of these bodies, Mr S8f

Smythe further held that the Act-of -1506;is the only Aet under whieh The Qua-

kers, Mennonites, and Tunkers, may claim exemption, and that from "Combatant
service onlyX.Contending as he did that the only refferenee made in the Mil-
itary Serviee Aet ¢f 1917,relative ‘to/ exemption for the three bodies named,
was baised on the Aet of 10@6,and that none of these three bodies had any
recognition under the "EXCEPTIONS™ paragraph 7 of that Act, nor dees the Or-
dre in Counel® of May 20 th lals”thpke any,rggggnit1on of these bodies other
that that provided in the 1906 Aet. And whilc adhered stietly to the provis=-
ons of the varicus Aets, yet Mr Smythe -appeared to be in sympathy with us,
and assured us that we eculd depemd that the whole situation should be thor-
ughly investigated, and he fupther assured"ﬁﬁgt we, (Menncnites, and Tunkers)
would have a "Square deal®, and even thanked us for placing our cause before
him in the manner we did, Now this places us, Especially our "Menncnite Bre=-
thern” in a different position, and less favorable than it was thought they
enjoyed, there being no question as tc the oppinion of Mr Smythe , that at
present "absclute exempyion" cannot be granted to any of the members of the
Quakers, Tunkers, or Menncnites, other than the"Russian) 2nd the question
n-aturally arises, what further should be done in view of this new turn of
the situation. For this reascn I am submitting this information for your ser
jous consideration, and coulsil. A ecopy of this is being mailed to EHlders,
5. Goudie, Thos Reesor, L. J. Furkholder, and S, F. Coffman. May we still
garnestly pray our Ged to ecome to cur help by His mighty povwer and deliver
ug 2nd our young men. AMEN,

: Praternally Yours.

-
B, 1 M?,

i
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Cttawa, lay 31st, 1918.

Refering to your recent interview, I beg to state that
your request has been favouradbly considered by the Military
Service Bub-Committee and I enclose herewith a2 letter sent
to the General Officers Commanding Military Districts Nos. 1
and 2, London and Toronto, on the subject.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
T. Y. Tyndale,
Captain D.A.A.G.,
Sectrary

dilitary Service Sub/Committee.

W. G. Weichel, Eeq.,
%aterloo, Ont.
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(Copy) ottawa, May 31st, 1918.
To-
The General ofiicer Commanding,
Military District Lo 1 & 2.,
Toronte & Jlondon.

Pursuant %o Headquarter's lebicsr of the 22nd and 29th instan

on the marginally naoted subject, it has been brought to the attentien
of the Tepartment that a large ausber of bona fide adherents of these

sects were not actually members of the church on the 6th July 191@.

It is accordingly been decided that leave of absence may be

e~ i

grented, ss stated i the letter of the 22nd on ceritificate of one of

the bishops whose names have been subnitied, to the effect that the /

-—
2 |

man concerned was prior to July 6th, 1917, a regular attendant at

the Church, and & bona fide adherent and nas gince actually joined the

Church.
Cnptain D-A.A.Go

for AdJutant-General.

M,




Mennonite Archives of Ontano

PR

}\.

ilfiﬁry Sefmice Act amd Omdce In Courncdl

, ,
o lshonbs ond MisisCwen of Sho é
off the Mernonlang Turnker Churches,

Vitelond Ont. Junie 4, 1818,
AT Brethee s DGR AN .

.4

B

'—l'
a

Thanks B8 S0 n6d for eenhonbe n: Us Witk
SR er rorey, bavine outd O0® DroveTe 404 axtvalled for g, TR

> -

HiS crabe the govoMMcht has geanted us oue noiition, and osTioWal
2 Bt forwarigd 36 Yo, W, G. WClehn, Watef2lte £0%. ; WO 4053 88

1
LA
COVCIICn s s feonseacntitlive 1n this Malsce, At Whe Vennanisa M

s ]
d
[}
t—t

(o
2 cr iR
—
O
(o]

V‘

I

3

L
Tu”knﬂxhajc R oermsidéend i thigi e sate deetded ., WMenbors wil
Zranscsd ﬁYLTUZ‘Gﬂ anon eortificuses sighed by Jlahoms oe ainiatc s whosc
sapcs oyl Bolr et bt GONEMTOnS S whid e o She 0E :

>
2G B llean Dlatelets e Gir NGOG Au3lde, Brepntlior Wl

L3
&% or %

2

=8

111 al 3¢ v

a ER

grunscd SO0 vrose Chawiekas, who were rogalad aticndanis of tho chareh ot
oL Gtunl Nerbors on e 6%h July, 1917, vut wh. howve airce el dute
BRIty Witk the Ghungt

¢ for scMvice, SPC WMro0

: < i few e Sorrundin: in his diotrict & bcﬂ‘lﬁicauc
¢rukim Jhiened by the Tigkhow or 2ivigter audh origed, and alse ~onort
S e Ve N, S Rithel, atcrins Ons.

e fallowing curtificate ghuald e rade oat ol signed by e nintater

gr-aiston Por Thmne SF0G BCTE O TR 55 and ol fenno s an bt 2% Jnly,

Dot jmmmm i e e e e e e [ G
she Loadt Gf Py Fusleisg ] CUrbify Lhal ~mrmmmmmm e e
e e - = T ien ok " - 5 e . PR p o, LY 1 . 4
pag, befor. the oLk Jalyy & dorulse ghiendant of we ”-~—\"“anL:C’f

Dagal, wnd 5o P90 beutoof r.l;\;.-' mownicdre and oolig?l Mad the intinmtion

BEFore that i of Jointn ke Rk oG b aetamallyr Wived e avd
galker She SRt i-Atioe 48 u ———\-f”“‘“i“t/*~—-~un
SionN; s e e e = 3G
AJd 0, smcmmm e e
300, mm e e e e Mimigtor,
Add 9,53, cmmc e
2 oaaliiy 6 tenle i getliRioat .
iy : Wt abhonld alagn earee o GYetlc SRkl
Babe. Vivipbees dhania Eavo-clriificatas af ortingiien U e o Yit
By or Boecita®™ of nnfursnec. ALl ghvald conndy I ke lai mvgnode

§he e sl Drends 61 exipntion,

ot R G e e
.
e

-~ E S T g Fo P P 7 e £ . - PONIC N T SR SO N Y
So TRl R e iU A e DR e e
Y 4 . s ..:)..L. f

3 @ . . LA 2 N L o P l“! A . -
TS U el noN% Mok, GRS G B -

3Cht‘truv leiiiicuuls sdievidenae 6f Sheir “L“pulu” g e OREITTIcn S

G

B3 wultca shat Bes BRI e 3Lt 1ol o, o
e s & P o 3 1 g it e R G e \ oy gt A v 4 e

i §ed SIS Sdviged Lo use spolulud Sitlion resErdivy adrercnts,
Hing O TONCITEmT R ITE S B0 et WUln Favos prliv-te tkoue cadts TS
Gy ponuine

* B N BN . - o o 1% %o AN ey ame g LYy v, 3 N 3 o3 ' AP e . :

Wl SRR PO e BNNR NG YL O B of iy and Knt‘ﬂltm g or Babrte TR,

, .~ -~ ~ - . X3 o .} 2 «.%T 3 .y -~ - I APTRPT O T . - . e o

PRLY IO o8 folery IONEEAR NLY tIve SROE Cuneclal srdec EY N Y-

Fer aoraiing

YA e WY e e & g
1’1’:’"%,;(.!..

st SN L ey SRR s e sl

ot -




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

[

i

Vineland Ont., June 4, 1818,
Hon. F. 8. Scott, M. P.
Galt, Ont.
Dear Sir:
FPlease note the following changes and additions to the 1llst of
Bighons and ministers who will 3lgn or have slgned certlflicates of nembers
of the Mennoniste, Aalsh Megnnonlte and TMumker Churches,

in the list of Me'nonitc Ninlsters and Blshons, the sceond llst
grhould now re d 28 follows,
Blsken Freenon Rittenbouse, Dumwilie, Ont. R.R.# 4,
Bishon Ezea L. Martin, 8t.Jacobs, Ont. R.R.#1.
Ministers,
Jokn Rowman, Blmira Ont,
Angs Glngerien, Zlnirs Ont.
Urlas Martin, Waterloc Ont.
Isrecl Weber, £€t. Jacobus, Ont.
christian Cayman, Unlcnvillie Ont.
levl Grove, Claremont, (nt. R.R.#3.
Thomas Reesor, Plckering Ont. R.R.# 2.
Inaac Rittenkousc, &outr Bayuga, ML,
Jorn gherk, Dunnville Ont, R.R.#9.

In the Amish Mennonite 1liat, add the name of
Peter Boshurt, Mllverton Ont,, Acting Bishon,

In the ¥ennonlte list chance the nane of Jokrn Gasche, Zurich nt, to
Christiun Schrag, Blake Ont., Apnolnted by the Committee,

Trasting that this list will be of value in tre work of trhe Denartiment
and in assisting our peonle in securing thelr evermiions without further
comnilcations, 1 am

Youres t™aly,

g |



Tked vOu sk wvhia

- » ' | > 3

Me. ¥. 8. Welchel, Vineland Omt,, Jure 4, 191%,

Waterloo, ONt.

Dear Sir:

Through the membor of our Commitice, Wr, Thes., Reesor, I learned,
last Saturdav,of the declsion of the dovermment in rerard $o the everntion
allowed the Members of the Mennonite, Amiak and Tunter c¢hurches and thebe. E
adkcrents, As a Committee, we dcalre %0 thank you for your kind and % indy
and mack av-reclated assistance . We shall also thank the Gove mment, upm
our first omnortunity for the consztdoratiorn and 1lberty that kBag heen ags :
eordcd us on account of ocur faith. ,

Today, I have writtien to the Hon, Mr, Scott, asking hin shat 3% pg the
Gove mnent bhas taken regarding the domatien whier Gur pewle exvect %o
glve to the Govermment on accoumt of the religlous liberty that we have w«od
arc now enjoying. ™Iz maticr was nlaced in the rands of a Committece of
whick Hon. NMr. Calder was the head and Mr, Scott was vrsesent at the tine of
our nceting hin, As soon as we lcam sthe fGove mnenty wishes regarding this
fund we shall procecd witr ke collcctions.

In vigdester to me, Me. Reesor stated that oll exemptions must go
throuch the hands of Mr, Welchel. A3 the sScoretary of our Comltifee 1
have been sending ocut irstruetions to cur ngoders, througr the Blshons and
ninisters of our conereratlions, Anv tnasmiaticrs #:1¢r you may have for
us will be transnitted to oup neple If vou so dealre., T an enclesing a cony
of a clrcular letter sent cut %0 the: Lo-day. T Fawve aluc mpiled a ony %o
Mr. Scott. :

Several nanbers of the Tartker Chwch are still detalned at She Extibitor
Camp in Torcnto and iz the cmas at Magara. One of the 'ather, Zmest Swalm
wa2 trled by cort maptisl last Friday, andmether, Charles Wel 1t is kept
under ¢close guard, while still another, Barl M. Blder, 13 impriacncd wish
Willlan Charlton, EBlmer stockley and John H, Telss arc imprisoned or dg=-
taked in “he cump in Toronte. ;

Some of tre Anigh bretsen were imnelgoned ir London, Two by the nme of
Brermaman, and two by the name of Rotkr. The may be scleascd by this time,
as they were called scversl wecks -0,

D0 you desire the names of all whe are. ealled under the Order iv Coune

- ell? Seme are sgnding in these nancs to M. Will 1t be necc 33.ry %0 sehd A

the 18 of nares of those she are elzFtoen %o thre District Reglotreusr? I nalt
celved a letter fron the Toronts Of:ice asking for suchk rues in ny engre- .
gation. Anv azclatance we may be ablé "to ¢ nder In order ¢ carev 1nto
effect the pmvls;m\a Of the tovemment wlll! be galdly rendered.

Yours tmly and most gratefully,

For ire Commitice.

A
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! Vineland Ont. June 4th 1817,
Hon. F. 8. Scott,

7 Galt, Ont.

Dear Sip:
Enclosed please find coples of circular letter which we hve

sent cut to our ministers, under the nstmuetion of a (lGngttutO whick met
Mr. Welchrel at Waterloo or last Saturduy,

I an alee enclosing a cony of o letier $o0 the Ministcr of Justice
from the preszent nember from Yortl Waterloo, wrho had been approached by
sone of thke rcsidents of his Clty, and askcd-foc infomation a3 to the
possibliity of sccuring total excmontion undey the nresent Orders. It
ndgms tht he had an intcrview with the dovernnent and surmed up ris
opinion as ner tre Conv,

It secens that Nr. Welchel is to represcnt those who c.l.A.'.'u*_ exenntions
at the vrcsent time. Will Gll clainsg be sent to him? Sope of tHe Tunker
BOoys a¢ 3tl1l retaln cd under guard in the camp at Nlagara and in Toronto.
Word —43 recelved tht a few nore of the Amish bovs were called to Londor,
and sone of our boys from Baden are called to repert In London on Jun 12,

8ince ’t.r-c Gecrmnent has declded cur status, we are anxious to krow
what steps we shall take in the matter of donating the fund to the Govern-
ment, Have vou anv Infomation for us on this point. I bellieve that
Yoursclf and tre Hon., Mr. Calder had charge of this matter. We arc re.ly to
eolicct l( m A3 fron our members as 300% .m we leam of the provisions
that “overnént 1s mak ing for us.

We wlgh to thank you fo;' the decp Interest you hve saken 1in our

beralf an@ for the success that has atiendcd your € forts in sec'llri "z cur

_exenpti on and rmcliglcus llberty which we have prayed for,

Yours most gratefully, .-, £
- g N W i 2
7~ ’ f(././;- P o
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Bish. J. R. ok, Chairman - Bish. C. N. Hostetter, Secretary Eld. .Q/’.71,. Engle, Treas.
Bish. J. N. Hoover VR Eld L. Heisey, Asst. Sec.
Eld. J. M. Sheets Eld. D. W. Heise

Matt. 28. 19-20 :
%Oa‘(\ 0{ The Bret], re Matt. 9. 37.38

Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing . . o g
them in the name of the Father, and of the A a 1’] T D e e e dncoles. S O
2O C

Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching ° &P truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;
them to observe all things whatsoever Q\ /}' Pray ye therefore the Lord of the
I have commanded you: and lo, % harvest, that heJwill send forth
I am with you alway, even Qr } e
unto the end of the world. 5 \QO O . i s
Anmen. & ‘{
&8 "
¢)
-
Gormley June, 8 th, 1978

E1ld ' Thomas Reesor.
Pickering ,- Ont.

Dear Bro, Greeting.
"The blessing of the Lord attendeth those who
are ugright before Him",
; Our hearts are filled with prais to our God for
His abundant merey, and that He still heareth those who call upon him,
those who c¢all upon Him in truth. :
: 1 have sent the welcome information to
all of our churches, with instructions as to the necessary prececdure,
But say Bro Reesor, it occured to me , that since Mr Weichle 1s made the
Government representative, in the matter of our exemption cause., would
it not be well the members of our "Executive" were recognized as represen-
ting their several churches, for the express purpose of looking after the
interest of their young men who are in the draft, and especially those who
are in ecustody, and training by undue force.
And further,do you think that
Mr Weichle would have the authority to invest the members of the Executive
with credentials to this effect, If this were done, it would remove any eme=:
barrasment ineidental to the approach of the young men who are in detention.
What do you think of this suggestion, if you refard it favorable, you might
discuss it with the chairman Bro Burkholder, and act accordingly, 1 will
probably call him by Phone, and mention the matter to him,Our men are still
under guard, without a deeision, as far as 7 know at this date .
Kindly let
me hear from you, 1 have written Mr Weichle asking for instructions regard-

ing those of uor men in prison,
Yours Very Sincerely.

Lfé’,m r
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Klmira, Ont., June 9th, 1918.

Major Hirsch, 4. P. K.
' M. D. No- 1,
London , Ont.
Dear Sir:

Your Military Representative, Sergeant "ray, was at one of
our churches to-day in performance of his duties and interviewed
our young men &8 to their reporting for service to the Hilitary
Authorities at London.

At his request I am making the following statement.

T o e This is to certify that the following is

a 1ist of the names of such young men who &re between the ages of
19 and 25 inclusive and who are at present undcr confirmation to
become members of the Mennonite Church having bean recognized as
adherents of same through all their lives. These youmg men have
bean brought up and educated in the principles of the idennonite
Church by Mennonite parents in good etanding with the Churche

Urias W ®lmira, Ont. '

. No. 4,
Anniae Nartin o » 7 waterloo, Ont.
seranus Gingrich « o wallenstein, Ont.
Addicon Martin, n 2 Tallenstein
3ylvester Bauman . = .
Amos Gingrich o 2 et =Y
Tshmael Martin ¥ e “gterloo
0ziae Gingrich 9 flmira, I/C. Geo. Bauman
Tathaniel Uartin st. Jacobs :
Clayton Hartin 5. % -4 Tlmire
navid Snider e | ngterloo
raniel Hartin R e Elmira
Seranus Bauman B Elmira
paniel Steckle .- 3 ~aterloo
Toah Gingrich n n 31 vest liontrose
Jeremiah Bauman » n 3  Faterloo
Oliver Martin w % & ¢ ‘Elmirs
Aden Martin 2 » 3 Taterloo
%lum Martin - TR o
Rdwin Shantz . P | .
Tineoln Martin . » 1 Klmirs
Ivan lartin » = St. Jacobs
Menno Reist Elmira

.
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A T ¥ Tagterloo & Wellington Counties.
o George Brubacher, R.R. No.... Zlmira Samuel Brubacher, #... Elmira
Clayton iartin . - Darfiel lartin 5 Y
Noah Bauman " Drayton Menna R, Relst . " =
et ia el Elmire reter lartin 2 -
Lincoln lartin s 5 Urias Bauman . sl
Amsey Nartin " 7allenstein Oliver Shantz “allenstein
Norman Brubacher Elmira Alvin Brubacher Flmira .
Ivan Bruhacher 5 % Isaish Eby 5t. Jaeobs
K Arraham Brubacher “aterloo Llam &, Marfin "ategloq '
’ Amos B. Gingrich Tallenmstein Edwin lartin. "°'T§tgkloc -
= Yorman °. Besginger “aterloo Jesse M. Meartin . .“atexloo
Peter M, Martin : s Roy Snider Br:slau
Urias G. Weber ; 8 . Manaeseh Clemmer “aterloo
Zdwin ¥. Bauman - > Irvin W, iartin .
Eenjamin Sauder St .Jacobe Iven Steckle Zarich
Elum Sthantz Martin “aterloo . Jeremiah Bauman  "aterloo
Edwin Shantz * Efwin Clemmer =
Christisn Burkhart s John ii. iartin 2
Taniel Steckle & aden S. Hartin y
Apnias Martian < . " David B. Snider ”
denno Steckle Zurigh ~ Alvin Shoemsker Ilora
Toah Gingrich “est lontrose Seranus Gingrich T“allenstein
Simeon Gingrich Tlmira 1i B. Gingrich "
Oliver iilartin SE Addison lartin Elmira
Sylvester Bauman Wallenstein ' Henry Brubacher Nawkecville
Aaron YMartin . Llmira Ishmael Hartin Taterloo
%
York County ‘
=
> _adlsaSideman. Stouffville —_gimeon Rees@r . ca.dgr¥ham.
(-~ Carl Reesor Larkham Levi Drudge , Sy 4
Joserh Smith Uniofiville ~ Joseph Diller BEe -
Allan Peesor Locust Hill . Abraham Reesor aN
Joseph Feesor Jlarkham =

{

{

!
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= Elmira, Ont., June 13th, 1918.

Rew. Thos. Reesor,
Pickering, Ont.
Dear Brother:

Greetings.

Since our people have found out that we have been
so favoured by the authorities fhere héve been maﬁy inquiries
as to the progress of our donation scheme. I believe that it
would be a good idea to have the matter proceeded with at once
while the excuee to approach them is good. I fear that if the
outsiders once find out the true state of affairs we may have
trouble. Iram taking the matter'up with Rev. Coffman and your

idea about the question would be appreciated.

Yours very truly,
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Elmira, Ont., June 18th, 1918.

Rev. Thos. Reesor,
Pickering, Ont.,
Dear Brother In Faith:

I received your letter to-day and I am very
sorry that I cannot oblige you in your request for my presence at
‘the meeting of the committee but perhaps if I explain you will see
how utterly impossible it is for me to be present.

Arrangements are being made by our doctor to
have an operation performed on my wife at the K.&.W. Hospital on
Thursday. She has been bothered for some time past with an internal
tumor and the doctors claim that it is in good condition to be re-
moved at present. While they do not consider the operation a serious
one it is only natural that one should feel anxious as to the res-
ults and I pray that the Almighty God in whom we are united may see
fit to restore unto me my wife.

2 . : I have taken the committee meeting up with
Urias and we talked of post-poning the operation but the wife is in
good condition to undertake it now while she would run chances of
being too tired and run down after the trip and we are anxious to
have the operation over as soon as possible. I urged Urias to

go anyway but he did not care to do so as he thought you could re-
present us at the meeting as you are well acquainted with our con-
ditions.

"I am extremely sorry that I cannot be ptesent
as I had looked forward to the day when we should meet with a good
cause to forward our donation movement. You would greatly oblige me
if you would send me a copy of the minutes of the meeting a8 soon as
convenient so thaet I know exactly what was the decision of the
committee and how to approach the people here. I am possitive that
the proposition will receive more favour here than formerly and am
enxious to serve the cause whenever possible. Towsver, the under-
taking before me is the more serious one for me at the present time,

| and I trust that my absence can be excused under the circumstances.

| Should occasion require it, and if other circumstances permit, I

‘ will be glad to sssist at any time later on.

| ;

i
|
|

Aecept my sincere thanks for the copy of that.
other Aet whieh I will return as soon as I get a chance to make a
copy of it. I received a letter from the G. 0.C. Lt.Col. Smith,
% of London and also from F. S. Scott both of whom were delighted with
| our opinion of Sergt. Wray and will have him sent to thig diskrict
| \92;, %ézmzdif

Lf@r» whenever required. o5 s,
gl < ISERT : g ; AT
M i g bl g "“ﬁiwf(’W%$7f s ,ﬁ?ﬂ ' Ve
A 7 Lk gf// Cat, Lol el
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Blmira, Ont., June =22nd, 1918.

Rev. Thos. Reesor,
Pickering, Ont.
Dear Brother In Faith:
Greetings:
I am returning the copy which you were
kind enough to forward to me some time ago. I think it is a
? valuable addition to that which we already have in our possession
gas it seeme to be the more recent of any Actse whicp refer to the
priviledges of the non-resistanta.

Bverything seems to be quiet as far as our
boys are concerned and every ohe is well pleased with the out-
come of the little episode the other Sunday.

I hope that your sister need not suffer
long if she cannot get better. There are some of our people
visiting in your vieinity at present.

The operation upon my wife has Dbeen a
success althougﬁ she i8 suffering more or less pain as yet. The
doctors removed a tumcr about the size of a lemon and fully as
g0l1id and also removed her appendix. I have Jjust received a
message that she has had & restful night and is reseting well this
morning although her temperature is & little above normal. 1

hope that she may soon return home as it is very lonesome both

for her and myself. s ;}a%;—zzAéf/ke
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Bish. J. R. Zogk Ch nan - Bish. C. N. Hostetter, Secretary Eld. S. 0% Engl~, Treas.
' _ish. J. N. Hoover Eld. " [xfle sey, Asst. Sec.
ASIl. J. ¢ n ;
Eld. J. M. Sheets Eld. D. W. Heise
Matt. 9. 37.38
Matt. 28. 19-20 d 0{ The Bl’et]; . . e
Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing %Oa‘ ' e]] 2 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest
them in the name of the Father, and of the \\Y

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the

o CZ truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;
’) .
S harves, that he will send fonh

. 3o
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching \%ca
them to observe all things whatsoever @

I have commanded you: and lo,

I am with you alway, even Q‘g O labourers into his harvest.
unto the end of the world. 'é)\ / ‘g
Amen. é %
% ~ =
Gormley . June,. oAy .o ,’9/8

Eld Thos Reesor. :
Pickering Ont.

Dear Bro Reesor.

greet ing__‘_

I am in receipt of your letter of the 24 th inst, and eontents fully noted.

1 regret exceedingly, that anything in our deliberations, or in the Minutes,
of our last meeting, should have left any room for you to construe any sent-
iment as “refleeting on you personally) as to your action, or effort,on behalf
of the cause which we 21l have so much at heart.And let me assure you tﬁéz;ny-
thing that 1 méy have said, or done, either by word, or resolution,never had
in it the slightest thought of edbther reflection, or sensure, qn, or for any-
one. bur only that our effort in the future might be if possible even more me-
thodieal, and Systematic.i think I thoroughly understand your pesition, and tle
aetion that you took, amd am sure that you did the very best that could have
been done., And while we are indebteded to God first for what has been accompli-
shae on behalf of our boys in the draft, i nevertheless realize that we owe ya

personally a debt of gratitude especially for what those of our young men who

were not members of the churches,bu@'only adhereants, are now enjoying. May yo

realize that what effort has been put forth on your part was done as "UNTO THE

k% LORD",

Y

g

\

Jio

o
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Bish. J. R. Zogk, Cha 1an Bish. C. N. Hostetter, Secretary Eld. S. C*Engle, Treas.
kssh. J. N. Hoover 5 Eld.}. L. HU ey, Asst. Sec.
Eld. J. M. Sheets Eld. D. W. Heise

Matt. 28. 19-20

Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing %Oat
them in the name of the Father, and of the . 00

Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching Q\%%\

d of The Bretbfe;; : Matt. 9. 37.38

2 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest
Q
C}; truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;

them to observe all things whatsdever /}d: Pray ye therefore the Lord of the
I have commanded you: and lo, e harvest, that he will send forth
I am with you alway, even Q‘g O labourers into his harvest.
unto the end of the world. .Q} - ‘{
Amen. S - ()
453 B
-
Qo .. e

And that He in his own good time will reward you abundantly fof your interest. .
Now Brother Reesor, in conclusion let me acknowledge m¥ indiscretion in the way
I brought this matter up the other day, and may 1 also ask your forgivness for

313; blundering, and that all these mistakes may after all be that which will lead
us all into a clearer comprehension of the consideration we owe to thos ?6f our
fellows. And may I indulge the hope that we fully understand each other, and
that we may work unitedly for the continuance of uor privileges, and liberty
under the glorious Gospel. 1 received notice yesterday from Col R, C. Wind-

g iec

eyer, that action had already taken, having for its objeect the release of all

of our young men, Two are already home, and the other Six may also be at this

writing. We surely have abundant reason to praise our God who has been so mer-

c¢iful unto us. Yours Fraternally.

Bt eese
S
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Elmira, Ont., July 2nd, 1918.

Rev. Thos. Reesor,
Pickering, Ont.
Dear Brother in Faith:
Geeetings:

I received your letter this morning and must
say that of all my other troubles this seems to be the climax.

If the ruling handed down by the €@entral Appeal
Judge is to be upheld then it seeme to me to be absclutely
necessary to teke immediate steps to meet the situation as the
decision is likely to be acted upon at once.

Mr. Weichel is at present up North on his hol-
idays and I do not care to disturb him unless it becomes nec=
essary. 1 am taking the matter up with Uriass this morning snd
am taking your letter with me in order to post him for immedizste
action. I hardly know what to do to help the situation out but
perhaps we had better remain quiet until we ascertain whether
the ruling is upheld.

Would it be advisable to hold a conference in
regard to the matter? If the ruling should be upheld and we are
informed of the fact I think it would be a good idea to immed-
iately apply for an extension of the power of the ruling so as
to give us time to reach a definite understanding amongst our
selves. However it would be a2 question whether this would be
granted.

I am in comunication with Major Hirsch of
London regarding the Steckle case. The wife is getting on fine
and will be home on Thursday if all is well.

Let us continue in hope and prayer through

these anxious times. If you should find it necessary to come into
this district please call at my home as I have a house keeper.

g e Yours truly,

=& i = >
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Vineland Cnt., July 3rd, 1918.
Thomas Reesor,
Pickering Ont, R.R.

Dear Brother:- Greeting in the name of Jesus,

Today I received a letter from Brother N.M.Bearinger
in which ke referred to a letter which was sent him as from yourself
regarding the proposal by the Ontario Registrar that our people should
hold & Conference and see what could be done toward compromisins in the
matter of non-combatant service. I had just been writing some letters
on this point and am emclosing you copies of letters sent to Mr, Scott,
and to Mr, Weicljel. I have also sent copies to the Brethren Heise and
Burkholder, as members of our Committee, This eopy will show the position
which it occurs to us to be wisest in the present issue, We should avoid
opening up this question again, The officials at Toronto are subject to
the decisions of the Government at Ottawa and we are going now, according
to advice from the Militia departiment at Ottawa. It would be useless t0
again discuss the guestion at the request of the offieials at Tokonto, I
have referred to our stading and position in regard to these questions as
stated in the documents handed to Ottaws at the time our r quest for
consideration was first brought before the Government, Those statements
are now on fyle at Ottawafend stand for our present claims, We know that
there is now a movement on foot to impose more severe penalties ypon the
consedentoius objectors, but as long as the Government seces fit to allow
leave of ebsence to our brethren we will not fall under the cemsure of
the courts matial, Were we to take the matter up with the Ontario Regis-
trar, L fear that we would not receive as favoable consideration as we now
have and not as favorable as have our brethren from the Provincial Regis=
trars in Saskatchawan and Alberts, I am enclosing copies of Church
Certificates whih our Breth en and the Russian hold in the Vest.

Since there have been & number of the etters from the Ontario Regis-
trar sent out, I am sending copies of the letter which was sent as a
reply , to all of the Bishops concerned, This will perhaps clear up the
matter at the present time, We trust that there will be no further
trouble, and that the persons named to set in our behlaf will be able to
guide us as far as our relations with these suthorities are concerned,

I might say further, that the ruling of the Chief Justice is
alrcady provided for by the granting to us of a leave of absence, There is
a difference between “ememption” and "leave of absence", The first wzcuses
on from going into service, the second excuses one who is subject to
service from going into it, :

A letter rrom Mr, Scott just received says that he fears the
matter of our presenting the fund to the Government will be required to
wait until the return of the Cabinet Members from England. But we will
be avie to g o on with the collection of the funds,

Ernest Swalm is released from the St, Catharines jail. He is
l1ikely on his way home, TWe thank the Lord for his remembranccs to us %L,
Yours in faith,
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Vineland Omb,, July 12, 1910,

Irethreni~ Gresting.

In & letter %o Mr. Seott, M. P, I stated the foliowing,
% have been wondering maeh vM%Mr oux h‘{: whe Peport vwhen ealled, will
bo required to sign for service and tak: ¥ medicel examination, Thelr
signstures would uied INE: obligete them to do militayy duty and
40 ascept military atione., The medical examination would requirs thelr
salspifizcstion as seldiers, Unier the  resent W. their sigsatures
% the Leaws of Absence requires them te resort regula 7, snd might be
construesd teo theiy eonsent to do military service when called

We 40 not wish to apsear as doubting the singerity of the arrange-
ments, but note & souree of possidle eomp tion,"

Thefabove leotter was dated the 2nd Inst, The mly is as follows,~
W1 have your letter of the #nd Inst, and heve taken the metter up with the
suthorities at Ottawa. i have alse peinted oat thet in comnection with the
esrying out of the imstrustions which have been lseued from Ottawe reguriing
gn' z«yu thet there appesrs te be more difficuity in the Distriet of
joronto tam in eny other Distriet, I trust thet wy gommunigstion may have
the desived effeot.”

The three brethren who were courte-martinled and imprisoned are now
relonssd fron prison and in ceawp aveiting their leave of absence, Word is
gt hand ‘het they will be grented their leave of abscmes., The only brother
#5411 in detemtion, t¢ my Encwled i8 Clarence Pisher ¢f Battesux Uat,

Je further trouble has been reporte mu # of the distriets, I belleve
that some of the srevious exemptions will Be spoealed &m Pabliic Repre=
pentative, e, Smythe, of Teromto, and these brethren will be obli to
oither Sond in their ersdentisle to the appeal UTribunal or Report 'mun
and amt their Certifficuton of degbership, ss evidense that they

not \mummunuu.mm{wmum.uw
& leave of absence from the 0fficer Coma ding in case they ngw& for
gervice, In ca e their exemptions are canselled bynthe 4ppesl Ivibuasle it
will not effest our privilege of secure freedon from s vise through the
present arvan granting lesve of abacnee, Vur brethren will only be
obliged to go through further cersmonies and secure thely frocdem.

Plosee f£ind enciosed eopies of the lemomsnduwn of the laws alfecting
our Churches se pertaining to their uprivileges of exomption. Thiese were
eopied from the oo gured by Brotier Reesor, It is well that we have
these e¢o ion and 1% d.gt be good Yo have either more eopics made or printed
for the use of our brothren whe have the work of the Uhurchee is hand,
Those brethrsn who have beem on the Cemuittess should have & copy camh, and
it is uy mwn to meke snother five eovies se that each of thea QLW
& oopy. It might net be mw te print snd distribute theme laws
indiseriminately. But 1 it would be well 1f euch of our ainiste:s
hed t‘:%gy ¢f them. It wounld help them Yo undemstand the goneral situaiden
mueh betier.

e ”

RIS e L o it




M%%%@M

Vi T dez%
%// S SITT /@;Z:/;/pg%% %'255 "
/9/)2;7} T e

TS e T

o




Mennonite Archives of Ontario X
¢ N . : ]
v ~V.’ & ; =

B 00‘. J 1..000“& = i
Ottewva Com. Vineland Ont., July Z3rd, 1918.
Brethren:- Greeting.
- Some of you have seen the copy of the laws regarding the military
servce regulation as applied to uakers, Mennonites and Tunkers, whick
report was compiled by a lawyer in Toronto at the request of Brother
thomas Ressor, Treas of the N-R.B.0. This report is complete, including
all of the laws regarding this matter since the fimst in 1809, It is
important that all of our brethren should be intelligent on thhs subject,
and ‘it is recommended that these compiled statutes be printed and planed
in the hnasds of our Ministers and those whe woudld use them judiciously, ’
The funds now on hand for the expenses of our Comnittee should be available
for this work since these reports may be used to advantage by legislators
with whom we bave to deal in safeguarding our interests with the Govenmment.,
Please send your decision to the President of the Organizetion, Bro. L.d. .
Burkholder, d
There is nothing further to report concerning the exemptions of our ‘
brethren. All are now released and at home, having been granted the Leave
of absence as arranged for them. Let us thank God for this freedom and be
ready t0 servé the Lord in the relief work proposed.
Yours in Him,
S. F. Coffnan,
Por the Committees.
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F Vineland Ont., July 23, 1918,
Thomas Reesor, Treas.
Pickering On¥p.

Dear Brotfler in faith:~ Greeting.

Your letter of the 22nd Inst, with the enclosure
for the amount of the statement sent you was duly received, I had not
intended you to send a Cheque for thre amount, (%13.75) but would
rakher that you had given creéit for tha amount to Vineland, so that
your books should balance., You understand why I had prefered to do this,
on account of the contributions that have come in to help to defray the
expenses of my work, Perhaps this can be made right in some other way.

There are still some inquiries coming é in from different
persons regarding the conditions of exepmtion, A letter from Petersburg
from a brother states that the Central Appedl Judge has given a decision
in his case that he is exempt from combatant service and while farmin g
until the lst of November, This means that the will be called upon for
combatant service by the Registrar or the Commanding Officer at London on
the 1st of November. That is the same time that Norman Reesor is given,
It is likely thét a good many of the farmer boys will be called on @r
about that date. I have written the brother that when he is called he
will be required to report and then will only need to present his
Church Certifiicate and he will be granted the same leaeve that is now being
grated to the brethren who have reported in the past, This, I believe,
is all that will be required, since the arrangement with the Government
is su posed to cober all the cases of our brethren. e

, Regarding the action of the Government when the Premier and
the memWers who are with him return from England, I feel that there will
be some more regulations made that may affect our brethren tc some extent,
It may be that they will do as they have been doing in the United States,
requiring them to be subject to Government control and placed on farms

by Government appointment or some such work, but, I cannot see that they
will atbmmpt any further effort to require them to engage in any military '
work,

I am writing to the members of the Committee asking them their
opinion regrading the printing of the synopsss of the NMilitary laws
regarding Memnnonites and Tunkers, I think that it would be a good thing to
have sbout five hundred copies and have them in the right hands for use
at all times, The record of the Government in the past should be a ]
guide for the present time and should act as a check on any efforts that
even the most rgbid militarist shouldnatempt to force military service
on our people.

The Cheque will be cashed so hat you will have your vouchers
for reference.

ik T g

Thanking you for your kindness and for your

counsels in this work, I am,
vours in faith,
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A ' Vinelamd Onty, July 3is¢, 1318,
Hom, F.S.800%%, M By s Yo~
Gult VD%,
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stiar @ &
m’m ived,
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Committee to Ottawa.
L Vineland Ont., July 3ist, 1§18.
Brethrenf-@reeting in the name of Him inw Whom we trust.

Your attention may have recently been called to the report
of the decision of the Military Service Couneil, Department of Justice
Braneh, Ottawa, a8 it appeared in the toronto Globe, Mail and Empire and
other papers. Several Communications have come in regarding these reporis.
Your Seerebary, had,previously to receiving these communications, seen the
report and at orce took up the matier with Hom. Mr. Seott, Galt. He refer»
red to & letter from the Military Bervice Committee which has in char ge
the Granting of the Leave of Absemce whieh we are now enjoying, and
which says that this deperment has no jurisdictiom over the Depariment
of Justiee and ite brenches., 1t slsc says that the ruling of the Chief
Justice ageinst the excepting of Mcnnonites and Pfunkere from the Act does
not debar thaem from elaiming exemption from scrvice om religiocus grounds. 4
It also sbates that instructions have veen sent out to comnanding Officers 1

at Toronto snd London, to relesse Ifrom miltary service bona fide Henno= ‘
|
|
|
|

nites and Tunkers. We are aware of these decisions and arrangements. We
have no other instructioms to follow than those which have becn given us
by those who have been in touch with the Departments ia our behadf., It
will behoove us o eontimue in good faith in the way thatl has been peinted
out to us and which has up to the present lime proven gatisfactory, in
gecuring the relesse of all of our brethren from the camps. ,
There are some guestions which will arise in our minds as 30 the <,
the staius of those brethren who have united with the Church since the
13th of Oectover, last, and which the Department of Justice has decided o
are not entitled to the privilege of exemption on religious grounds, This |
guestion has already besn presented to the menbers of the Government with \
\

waom we are dealing snd will. no doubt, be taken into eonsideration. Until

we are further advised it will be well to HEBITIINTFFUETISN continue

as we have, and all of thoee who are csalled should present their member=- .

Ship certificates to the comnanding officers of the camps and receive the ¢

Leave of absence grauted by sich officers. 3
There have been some differsmces in the Leawe Yf Absence grented at . i

differant camps and to different individuals. There is no aniformity in |

these papers beesuse there may be no uniform instructions concerning ‘

the cherscter of the Leave to be giwen. Let each brether comply with the

conditions of the papers whieh he has received from his Officer, reporting

at the time specified and appeesling again for further leave.

. Phe Question as to the deeision comcerning a boma fide meaber, or
member ®£ in good faeith is also one to be eongidered. It way bo a question
with some whether ithe Government shall deeide this or whether it will
be left to the B shops and Ministers of the Churches. Thig guestion has
also been brought to the atention ofnthose who represent us in the
Goverament. We fcel that these are weighity guestions and it is not
without & sense of their importance that we present them and not without
g prayer o God to assislt in the golution of them for the sake of His
people that we should consider Uhem. g %3 1

' Let us eontinue in patience and prayer and thenksgiving to God fer 4

mercies we need and for thosge we are receiviag daily. ;
Hotify all possible 0 oogtinue as we have-in our work, for we have
no other instructions from the wovernment.

Yours in faith, j;//A{;?///,’

For the coufaittees.
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Militery Service Act, 1917 a

To the Members of the Non-Resistant
Relief Organization.

¥ineland Ont., August 8th, 1918,
Brethren:- Greeting, p
You will pleasefind enclosed a copy of a letter
recently received by me and to which I replied, sending a Certificate
to the effect that the same was a member of the M.B.C.CHurch, since the
person in question sent copies of Certific tes from the pastor who signed
and also from the resent pastor. I returned the letters to the present
pastor with & letter fo explanation so as to avdid any possible imposition,
Also, I referred the person to the presiding Elder, Samuel Goudie, for a
certificate to be used,since myne was only & provisionaid -ome.

There scems to be a question raised by the Department in
Toronto of the eligibility of the Ministers of‘the M.B.C.Church to sign
certificates, Therpe aopeared in a recent paper a repot to the effect that
the status of the different branches of the Church would be called into
question, I have received no information that such has been the case, but
there seems to be some trend in that direction since we were informed that
the names sent in to the Department at Ottawa would be honored and are now
-refused recognition, Let us hope that such is not the actual condition of
affairs., One thing is certain,~ that is, we shou d stnad to gether <for the
principles upon which we have made our a peal to the Government, We nay have
other differences but bhose do not effect our appeal, All of ourn Chruches
have sttod for the N n-resistan’ faith, and have done so as long as the
history of our denomination &s in existance,

The matter of the authority of the ministers above mentioned
ha@& becen referred to Mr. Scott, as well as the matter of the possible
guestioning of the faith of the branches of thhe Churches eoncerned in
our a veal and in our Organization. We believe that there are those in the
Departments who do not understand our position and our faith, and do not
fully understand the privileRes that have boen accorded us by the Department
at Ottava. We must be patient and allow these questions time to be worked
out, Mr, Scott has given the assurancc, in 8 recent letter, that any
cases that come into any diffivulty be reported to him at once, and he would
look after them and believed that there would be no difficulty in getting
them relezsed.

We shall end-avor to keep eachother posted in all of these
matters so that we will be a¥ble to act intelligently and harmoniously.

¥You rs in faith,

AT e






