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Eld Thos Reesor.
éickering, Ont.
Dear Bro,

1 have your letter of the 8 th inst, and also one of some time ago,
the answering of these letters have through foree of circumstances been un%oi_
dable delayed, and now the first one is entirely missing., I appreciate very
much the information you impart as a result of your experience at the different
military camps, and also the results following., I trust that the Lord wili CO-
ptinue to help us in these trying times, as He surely has in the past.l can now
reffer to your letter of some time ago, and recall that you menticn "a pamphlet"
that you made use of, and could usq more in the future, 1 suppose you have in
mind the "Circular petter" which you perhaps had not at that time received. 1
am mailing you 2 further supply of these,if that is what jou want, In your last
1atter to me you mention the printing of the Ruleing which I distributed among
the members of the Committee. In a Telephone conversation with Bro Burkholder
this morning 1 understood him to say that you, since writing to me had 2 number
of coppies printed, if this is not correet, kindly let me know, and 1 will try
and supply you with some, 1 am somewhat confused as to how 1 should fully answer

your two letters,so if this is not suffieient kindly advise and ¢ will Ery and

oty Felloa .  Feenro Myl B w1 7VEchs
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Elmira, Ont., Sept. 12th, 1918.

Rev. Thoss. Reesor,
Pickering, Ont.

Dear Brother in Faith:

Greetings.

2 Your letter of Sept. 10th has been received
and I am enclosing the forms as requested. I am sorry to hear that
you still have trouble with the authorities but trust that matters
will soon be sdjusted to your satisfaction.

In our community everything seems to be quiet
as fer as military circles are concerned. A member of the clergy of
the other church has informed me that they haveireceived word to
proceed with the donation and that the conttibutions are to be made
to you. In view of the opinions expressed by Mir. Weichel and MNr.
3cott regarding this matter I fail to understand the meaning of the
action that is being taken.

An appeal has been made to our Church for aid
in connection with the Merchants Marine Sailors' Relief Fund. Owing
to the fact that the Government has made no provisions for the wid-
ows and orphans of these sailors the cause will possibly be recog-
nized and assistance givem. Ezra was here yesterday in reference to
the matter and expressed himself as being willing to bring it up be-
fore the people and urge them to give liberally as he thinks it is
time that we "cough up". I was rather surprised that he views the
proposition in that light and was pleased to realize that at last
there is a cause which is deemed worthy of our support. The local
committee had appointed two special delegates to interview Ezra and
this may have made a deep impression even if they did cateh him at
his breakfast. -

I do not know how you regard assistance to
such a csuse but I realize that we must snatch up something whereby
we can to some extent remove the spirit of avarice and stinginess
for which we are being blamed. The majority of the people are clam-
oring for a special tax but with the statement of Mr. Scott in this
proposal for backing I have tried to make the people understand that
euch a thing is impossible for the present.:

The cause whiech is at present under consider-
ation is perhaps the best that has presented itself to the non- res-
istant clesssee. The assistance is to be solely for the dependants of
the sailogs of the lMerchants lMarine who are employed in the transfer
of merchandise and not as a fighting unit.

We are thankful to be able to say that every
thing is well with us. We do not know when our proposed visit with
Urias will be carried out but we are looking forward to it with
pleasure. :

Yours very truly,

i T A e e
X R e e e ey

T ———
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Elmira, Ont., Sept. lg/18.

-

Rev. Thomas Reesor,
Pickering, Ont.

Dear Brother in Faith:

Greetings in the name of the Samiour.

Your letter of Sept. 16th has been received
and I feel obliged to answer it immediately. In reference to the assist-
ance to be given to the Sailors' Fund and the donation which is in pro-
gressy I had a conversation with Brother Cressman to-day in which the
matter was thoroughly discussed.

I wish to take this opportunity to heartily
thank you for calling my attention to the ad¥isability of forwarding our
donation to thie cause through the committee and with the other different
funds of the non- resistant classes. There is no necessity for.me to re-
mind you of the prospects of & donation by our people in the form suggest-
ed by the committee as there sre no ends of unreasonable arguments
against it.

The suggestions offered in your letter alter
the situation. In the first place it is, as you state, of the utmost
importance that we work together. The importance of this fact will likely
be made manifest at a lster pveriod. The fore-sight with which our com-
mittee was blessed makes arrangements for esch community to raise funds
in its own manner and to donate it for its own specified cause. This en-
sbles the people of this community to donate to the Sailors' Fund with
the assurance that the funds will be forwarded to the committee who will
naturally see to it that it will reach its proper destinstion.

There is now a clean slate to place before
the people. The Sailors' Fund is in no way connected with any war prop-
agenda. By making the donation through the committee the people will be
serving the double purpose of thanking their government and doing to a
certain extent their duty in assisting the ianocent suffering.

Brother Cressman was highly in favor of
dealing with the propostion in the manner suggested end if the others
will see it in the same light the coast will be clesr. There are such
who will do 2ll in their power to destroy the unity of the project but I
fear that such a spirit will be of little avail if the blessings of the
Lord are in our cause.

Therefore you may depend upon it, desr broth-
er that I will do all in my power to assist in cerrying out the prop-
osed plan. After considering the question from all points I cannot see
that there is anything to keep the people from donating generously with
a free conscience unless it be that evil which is so often, under the
closk of religion. I shall et 211 times be pieased to keep you informed
as to the progress we are making.

Yours, ve truly,
| R o
Brother Cressman requests me to inquire wheth or a certain

set of certificates which you and Urias had printed at Waterloo. Kindly
send in your bill if you paid for them. My affairs in this line are OK.

/
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Elmirs, Ont. Oct 1lst, 1918.

Rev. Thos. Reesor,
Pickering, Ont.

Dear Brother:

Greetings.

I feel obliged to drop a few lines in orddr to keep you
posted as to our affairs. lleetings are being called in order to dis-
cuse the donation to the Sailors’' Fund and to take up collections and
indications are that a fair sum will be raised.

The object of discussion is as to what channels the money
must pase through until it reaches ites objective, the general inclin=-
ation being to forward it through the banks. I do not care to discuss
the reason that seems to be generally given by those who are not in
favor of forwarding it to the committee but I fear that the " I AN
BETTER THAN THOU " spirit is gradually gaining a strong foothold with
some of our people and it will be one of the dangerous things with
which we have to cope in the future.

However, I know that many of our people are anxious %o
have the money pase through the hands of the committee only they
would like to ascertain whether the committee has the assurance of the
government that the money will be used as will be stipulated by the
different branches donating it. This seems to be a very important
factor in the eyes of many and must therefore be explained in detail.
Brother Cressman has requestdd me to attend the meeting and I would
like to be well posted concerning this point. Dear brother, when I
think of the many anxious hours that we have spent together in behalf
of these very people I often wonder whether-—-—-———---===-—- but I al-
waye remember what you once said about ignorance.

Brother Cressman wishes me to exchange confidences with
you #h this letter. He has been informed that David Reesor had been
expelled from the Church on account of his car when he had purchased it
and had recently partaken of communion without going through the form-
glities of being re-instated as & member. Brother (ressman and I were
both of the opinion that David had of his own accord and free will
not partaken of communion since he has the car until perhaps recently.
There is no need of mentioning the name of the party giving the inform
ation and it will be readily seen that the thject is again poor Free-
man. Brother Cressman wishes you to kindly give us the facts of this
case as he feels duty bound to correct hie informent. I do not like
this business but am doing it as a favor to the old man and hope that
it will be treated confidentially.

1 called on Ezra last night and the donation matter
was also discussed. He is highly in favor of the scheme in’'progress
but would not give much satisfaction as to how it should be forwarded.
I wish you would get Urias posted and explain to him the object of
having the funds pass through the committee as I beleive he would be
able to 4o more than I can to have it forwarded that way.

o/ .4A4”¢4°¢4/ <“H3%’ yours very truly,
&%22@4- 7@.&’%
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speak at the same place on the same date, and pogsibly from the same
"stump” as your letter stated. It affords me great pleasure to rehearse
the scene in my immagination but I am glad they didn't "get" us. I fol-
lowed your example and likewise"regrettedl

You are likely to hear from me again in the near
future if the proposition is put on a footing s&gain. In the meantime
kindly 4o not adverticse this correspondence until I can £end you a
more favourasble report.

Yours very truly,
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: 1 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest
o> %
%%\ (z truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;

Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching ¥
them to observe all things whatsoever @x / Pray ye therefore the Lord of the |
I have commanded you: and lo, J.(( harvest, that he will send forth .
I am with you alway, even Qr bkt 3 s vt
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Eld Thomas Rescor.

ont.

Dear Brother ---—-—Pickering
Greeting.

I am in receipt of your letter of the 5 th inst
and may say in reply, the copies of memorandum will go forward as per
your instructioms, as wc have plenty of them. I am n01051ng you the
five copies requested. With refference to the other matter you menticn
1 may say our people are now making their solicitations, and what the
result may be is off course only a guess, and we will not know until the
st of ! as we have given them un$il that time o make their retu-

=L an

’
ras talking to Bro Goudie this morni ing, and we come to the comnc-

ras. 1 was talk

lusion that the committ should Dbe called together in the very mear fui-
ure to consuli on just such matters as you bring up, as well &3 other
matters of ff‘i'u“ inpor tence. So it is my intention to Cull the guulr-

man as soon as I canget him and arrange for a mecting in case he consi-
ders it advisaable, when you will be advised thereof.

Yours In The Masters Service.

Wﬂ@dp
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Elmira, Ont., Oct. 11th, 1918.

Rev. Thos. Reesor,
Pickering, Ont.

Dear Brother in Fsaith:

Your letter was received yesterday and I apprec-
iate the information it cpntained.

In reference to our donation to the Sailors' Aid
I am unable to say much as I have not heard the resulte of all the dis-
tricts. It is altogether ptobable that we shall have to make a second
appeal to the people if we wish to attain anything near to the amount
expected by the local committee.

It seems to me that we made one big mistake in
not having the object of the donation thoroughly explaindd to the
people as some who have since taken the trouble to find out more about
it have made a second contribution and I am confident that this would
be the case in many instances if the people would understand the real
nature of the donation. The interest taken by many people is to be
commended upon haewever, 28 their liberal contributions show that they
are in earnest; but the opinions of the people in general, many of
whom are practically in the same financial standing, are so varied as
to almost border on a state of unfairness and this will be a difficuld™
thing to remedy. It is not likely that any steps in this connection ;
will be made until the contributions have all been handed in. At your |
suggestion we have asked Mr. Weichel to present the donation for us
but, acknowledging our kindness, he advised us to pay through the
local committee which we decided to do.

We had a meeting yesterday at the home of
Manasseh Martin called by Mr. Weichel. A government representative was
there to explain how our Minister of Finance has, in & specigl manner,
made it poseible for Mennonites to buy government bonds without con=-
flicting with their religious convictions. The project appealed very
strongly to the elder brethren who were present; we formed ourselves
into a sort of a committee and a meeting will be announced from the
pulpits to be held at Elmira Meeting House on Tuesday, Oct.22nd, at
1.20 P, M. Mr. Weichel has requested me to take the matter up with
you and I wish you could arrange to be present at the meeting. The
object of the meeting will be to get in touch with such who are opp-
osed to the proposition on account of religious convictions. It will =
be in charge of the committee and there will be no outsiders present.

Mr. Weichel requestes me to state that the
trouble mentioned in your letter to him has been set aright. One of our
young men has been drafted but is being set free before the date of > |
reportings May the labor that we perform not base._our faith too much /din
the power of man but rather in Him who has so Fatherly guided us thro

many difficulties and let His Name be praised.

- -
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’, in suy degire to riliows
in ths degres e¢f ~ur lib.»-
1k;ulnﬂwq tov sur Govermmsnt for
;y that the Lord may dirszet the
minds cand hc y ¢ ovsr us, thet wo my ccntinuc ts
enjey thoasc privilogas in yoars 5 c.me, \

This Pund is entiraly scpoarats from the purchrse of Governmont
Binds.
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1 g, pur children, thoe Loréts
suficring :nes end roligicus liberty ian Concde
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Markham,Ont. Hov,.4/I8
Thos.Reesor, )
Pickering,ont,
Dear obrother, Greeting:-

I suppose you have heard from brother
Helse slnce we were in Toronto lasi week.I think the arrangment wilth
the T9I8 Loan officlals 1s quite satisfactoey.I will be glad to explairn
more fully 1f you call at the house some day when you are passing.

If T am entitled to the following expenses you nay kindly remit
at your convenlence.

Rallway fare Markham to Toronto & return $1.20
Postage on malling 30 slipns to ministers + 80
$1.50

Brother Helse had asked me to mall these sli ps to each of ocur
ministers whicrh I dia.
I hope tre Memorial Fund is swelling fast.
Your brother in the falth,
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STATEMENT,
S. F. COffman, I account with
Non-Resistant Relief Organization,.
October 3o, Trip to Mgrkham, to Committee Meeting.
November 7 Postage on ecircular letter

Paper for circular letter

Envelopes

$4.86
3.00
.30

gz

-
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Vineland Ont,, Nov. 1l4th, 1918,

Thomas Reesor,
Pickering Ont.

Dear Brother:=- Greeting. -
Mrs, Jacob Smith has written me two letters

regarding the release of her son, Joseph Smith who is still deatained in \\
the Best End Barracks in H%mmlton. The first letter was very brief and ;
I ecould not tell much about the case, al though I had suspémions that it
was the one in whiech you were interested, I replied to her and stated that
I would like to have more information before doing anything with the
Authorities, Her second letter explained conditions and steted also that
you had been interested in getting the boy out of camp, After knowing the
partieilars I wrote to Col., Windyer, Toronto ans plased the mnditions of
the boy's detention before him and intimated that some one was interfering
with orders from Headquarters and detaining the boy in the camp, I then
asked him what further steps might be taken to secure his relacase ase=
cording to our arrangements with the Militia Council at Ottawa.nI also
stated that you had several stisfactory interviews with the Bepartment at
Toronto but that you had receiwed no satisfaction fram the Officers
cammanding the Regiment, I hope tof hear from the Colonel soon, and it
mey be the same re ort that has come to you ggain and again, In case
ther is no result from this application I will take it ¥p with Mr, Secott
and ask him to get in touch with Ottawa and heve the boy released at onmce, —
This might have been the wisest thing to do, but it might not be best to
ignore the Coomanding Officer at Toronto, if we expeet him to give us any
fagor, I will be gald to have nay suggestions fram you with regard to this
matter., It was perhaps not in order to take this case up, since the
brother is a member of your eongregation, But I was not sure of this until
I had received the second letter, and had already promised Sister Smith
to do what I could for them, : ~

The enclosed letber was found on mg desk, and as it was omitted in
previous letter, I am taking this opportunity of returning it. We have had
no services here for the last four weeks, and we have not been able to do
much along the line of the Memorial Fund. We hope to take it up at once
and believe that there will be a fair respomse on the part of our people,
I have been wondering who will teke it up with Brother Wismer's congrega=
tion, He is 80 hard of hearing that it is difficult to make him understand
some things, Perhaps a line from Brother Rittenhouse would give us the
information, We are as well as usual, thanks to the alLord. Hope all are
well with you.

Yours in faith,
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Elmira, Ont., Nov. 18th, 1918.

Rev. Thos. Reesor,
Pickering, Ont.

Dear Brother in Faith:

I have been intending to write to you for some
time but was always awaiting the development of some circumstances so
that I could send a more detailed account of existing conditions.
According to reports which eeached me to-day I rather believe that .
events have reached their climax for the time being.

Or Monday, November 11th, services were held in
order to ordain a Minister, the lot falling to Henry S. Bauman. At this
meeting another meeting was announced to be held the same afternoon in
connection with the donation and all were invited to attend. It was not
well attended but the donation question was brought up and the sum men-
tioned. Pracfically the only opposition received was the fact that noth-
ing should be done until the war was definitely over. This opposition
hae since been partly with-drawn by the party who offered it as condi-
tions in Europe are favourabvle.

After considerable discussion the matter was refe
erred to the clergy but the few members present rejected the proposition
of having the clergy connected with it. A committee of ten men was then
appointed to meet at the home of David Sauder on a certain date. At this
meeting complaint was brought up by & deacon to the effect that there
are too many of these affairs taken up by the people without consulting
or havingguthority from the bishop. It wag&entioned that recently at
the requeést of the government a man had approached the bishop to ascer-
tain what the church had done in the way of free donations. He had to
send the man to Bearinger as he did not know.

The committee then decided to hold collection at
the different churches on Hovember Z8th, in order to make up the sum
end to have this fact announced from the pulpits, providing the bishop
ie in favor of such proceedings. Yesterday morning it was calmly announ=-
ced from the pulpit that the affair is not to be proceeded with. I was
not present and could not since ascertain the definite meaning of the
announcement or whether it will be taken up later. There is only one
resson that presents itself to me for this turn of affairs and I would
rether not mention it. Puring one of our conversations you once said
something about "importance."

Fortunately I do not happen to be on the committee:
and I shall simply leave matters for the present. I have heard that there
is a8 movement among the boys to raise a sum if thie other does not go °
through snd I shall certainly encourage it. Last week I was asked to give
a report as to the free donations of the Mennonites. The same day I re-
ceived a copy of a telegram asking the percentage of the investments in
Vietory Bonds from the kennonites. The significant point is that both re=-
quests came from Toronto.

The Viectory Loan men must have had matters doped

out in great style. I had received three earnest requests by phone to

\ Y Gl 4 RN
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Vineland Ont,, Nov. 22, 1918,

Thomas Ressor, Treas,
Pickering Ontg

Dear Brother:- Greeting.
Your letters received, also Chegque for the anount of
Statemnt. Thngks fo: the same.

Our collectora have not yet taken up the work here. Some
have been siek and others have not been able to get out.to do the work.
Was glad for the report from Brother Gascho's District, Hope the others
will be as liberal in theikr districts. I had a letter from the russian
distriet in Manitoba, showing sn interet in our movement and there might
be a possibilty of their taking this matter up alse, although I believe
that we ought to keep the intef est somewhat distinct just at the prement
time. The Cheque which you sent did not have the cents indicated in the
body of the cheque, and, thoughtlessly, I added the number, I detected my
error and offered to return the Cheque for a neﬂw one but our Banker said
that he would put it through.

We just had word of the death of Sister Reesor in Mount Joy. One
by one the friends are being called home, These are days of sorrow and
trial to all people, We need to be faithful to our calling and to our |
faith, so that we may be ready when the call ecomes for us,

I widl inform our Treasurer about the bank conneetions which Jou
heve at Markham, so that it will save you trouble there.

This leaves us in usual health, thanks to the Lord.

Yours in His service,‘/ékzégngf_
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Elmira, Nov. 27th, 1918.

Rev. Thos. Reesor,
Pickering, Ont.

Dear Brother in Faith: ;
The committee appointed to take ur the
donation is more or less discouraged in its undertaking as the
general opinions met among our people are to the effect that

the proposition is worthy of support but that money is very se—
scarce at the present time owing to the investments which the
farmers have placed in stock and the taxes that will be due in
the next month.

I am requested to escertain whether there
is a certain time set by your committee as to when this donation
é;éo be forwarded and how long & time would be given to the

ifferent ecmmmunities to make the collections.The members of
the committee believe the proposition would receive & better
response later on. One would wonder where the money came from
to purchase the $113000 in Viectory Bonds. Kindly advise me as
to the time for making the collection.

We had communion services on Sunday with
four members of the clergy present, two of whom did not partske.
Their example was followed by a few members. I have no definite
idea what the resson of such action might have been.

iours very truly,

/ o ZRaA T HieienZivy
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LEVI MUMAW. sretary, ’
- h I

-

-

ELI G. REIST, Vice President, G. L. BENDER, Treasurer,
\ Mt. Joy, Pa. £ .
. —'

pi"

( ﬁennonite KRVelief Commussion for War Sﬁﬁerers

(f%ﬁw (L sai- |
. @th‘? s Scottdale, Pa. J@Gs 28, 1918,

Dear Zrother:- Greetings,

On account of the meeting at 51ide, Ohio being celled off indefinitely
and after consulting a number of brethren relative to the plans for Relief
work for the future, it was urged that en Lxecutive Cormittee Hoeting of the

liennonite Relief Commission be called at an early dsate.

A number of brethren feel that the situation in the Near Xast om
asccount of war conditions is such that we ought to plan for some definite
hieliel vork as speedily as 8ible., e have, therefore, dedided to - 58
an bxegutive Committee meet conjointly with the lsstern lMennonite Zoard
of iissions and Charities at oaster, "a., Saturday, J 4, 191¢
have invited & few other brethren to be present to council with ue in ihis
work; expecting that there will be a general meeting of the hellef Commis-
sion held at some later dete. 21

The imerican Committee for Armenisn and Syrian Relief are plenning

to take two or three hundred ple on a transport laden with food, elothing,

machinery, etc. for the rehabilitation of dietricte in Armenia, Syria and
furkey. &sHoth Department of State as well as the imericaen Cormittee invite
us to accompany them on that expedition, without in any wey connecting with
them in anything else than giving relief,

“rusting that you can be present with ue in this meeting, t an

- Fraternally yours,

A% : (L apont Apccetie (Prea/

AARON LOUCKS, President "

>y



Mennonite Archives of Ontario

R %, é’/& o Les TG 4,.,-6/»«4‘4 WIg o

%MM WM%/M/WM




Mennonite Archives of Ontario



Mennonite Archives of Ontario

We Supply Frames, Sash, Doors and Interior Trim of All Kinds Custom Work Done to Order on Short Notice

THE ELMIRA PLANING MILL CO. LimTeD

Dealers in Lumber, Lath, Shingles, Flooring
Silo Material, &ec.

Elmira, Ont., J8n. 24th,j9; 9.

Rev. Thos. Reesor,
Pickering, Ont.

Dear Sir:

I eam enclosing draft for the amount of our donation.
I have forwarded & report of this donation and also & copy in
part of the minutes of your meeting to our clergy and the
members of our committee.

Kindly excuse hurry as I want this letter to go with

this after-noon's mail. An acknowledgement would be appreciated. -

Yours truly,

) 22 e -
o T A e e
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