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How Capt. Duff, of H.M.S. “Birmingham,” Sank the
German Submarine U15.

NE of the most notable incidents of the war at sea, though small
in itself, was the destruction of the German submarine U 15.

A British squadron of light cruisers was on patrol duty “somewhere

in the North Sea,” when the periscope of a submarine was observed from

 H.M.S. Birmingham approaching at a distance of about two thousand yards.
It is not difficult to picture the thoughts of those on board the cruiser.

Had the Birmingham been under a different flag she might have
behaved differently, and perhaps it would not have been difficult to find
excuses for panic. As it was, she was British, and everything was done
in the British way.

The crew were called to quarters, and those who were on “watch
below” came tumbling up on the instant, officers in pyjamas, men in
various stages of undress. Everyone went quickly and quietly to his
station; the guns were manned; and the engineer down below was
warned to hold himself in readiness for a burst of speed,

All the time the submarine came nearer and nearer, betrayed only
by the thin pipe of the periscope, which threw up a feathery spray as it
forged through the water. Captain Arthur Duff, however, was merely
biding his time. Where big ships carried torpedoes with a range of ten
thousand yards, those supplied to submarines could cover little more
than one thousf{l., the space saved in compressed air and machinery
being used to ircrease the weight of the explosive charge.

It w?m been throwing chances away to open fire at two
thousand yard§@and so the Birmingham steamed on as though quite
unaware of the submarine’s existence. Her appearance was deceptive,

~ however, for. all her available guns were trained on that tiny stick of a
L ‘_targé't‘thatt vyas .gradually drawing nearer and nearer; and when the
e, lured into a false sense of security, pushed her conning tower

water to get a better view of her intended victim, half a dozen

i A

a.t her at once.

. at the same instant the Birmingham leaped forward as the

were opened out to their limit, and a turn of the helm brought
: nnd so that her prow pointed straight at the broadside of the
ooqu ‘submarine. The U 15 was already done for. One shot had
arried away her periscope like a blade of grass; another.had exploded
at the base of the conning tower, throwing it over on its side and opening
‘the vessel to the inwash of the sea. She was already crippled and
‘'sinking when the 5,400-ton cruiser rode into and over her at a speed of
twenty-five thiles an hour, rolled her over, and sent her to the bottom.
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Vinelend Ont., June 1819.} ©
Thomas Reesor,
Pickering Ont,

Dear Brother:/- Greding.

Your letter received and noted., I had also
received a letter, in fact two of them, from YBrother Bearinger asking
about the advisability of going on withn the work of collecting the funds
for the Reiief orgesnization.

The op nion which I expressed some time ago, I think, is what would
be adised at the present time,- that we go on with the work of collect=-

ing and have the fund recady when the Government gives us adice as to
what may be done with the funds, In case the Govermment does not grant
us relief from military service, and does not give us an opportunty of
rendering relief to the suffering through Government channels, we will
be free to use the money in some other way and for the relief of suf-
ferers in other ways.

I am writing Brother Burkholder today, and will suggest that, as

the President of the Organization it would be in place for him to call
a meeting of the Bxecutive Committee and you could then arrange & plan

of proceedure =nd hawe the work started. We #0 not want to prejudice our
esuse with the Government by not showing our good inéentions towaed them
becasuse we have not received 2ll the consideration which we would have
desired.

Brother Heise is expected over here today, and we may have a chance
to telk matters over relatiwe to the subject. It seems that the Tunker
boys are having a little trouble ingettting their recognition and
it may be necessery for some of us to take a trip to Kitchener of to
g8 Galt to find out where the trouble lies. I want to enclose & copy
of & letter from Mr. Scott, showing what his idea is concerning pressing
our claims too hard at present. There has been some attempt to oppose
the privileges which the Government is granting us. Some of the ¥laims
of those of our brethren who were called in the previous classes and who
had been grantdd exemptions under the previcus provisions for exemption
are now having notices sent to them that their exemptions are becing
appealed by the Public Repesentative and will be brought before the
Central Apoveal Judge. Judge Duff has recently sent notice to some of the
brethren who had previously aopealed to him and whose cases he had hot
reported on, that they were granted only exemption from Combatant 8erv
ice. This appears as an intimation that there might be a prospect of
some of the nmext classes being called, and & repetition of the trouble
which we have had under the cancelling of exemption privileges under the
Order in Council. This metter will have to be brought before the at-
tention of the Yentlemen representing our case at prescnt. We hope that
ther will be no further troulbe, but we cannot tell what will come,
since there are many that are bitterly opposed to granting any form of
exemption to our people. We must continue to look to the Lord.

It will remsin with the Govermment to carry out the provisions
whigh have been made for us, and we will prey that aGod may enable them
tc desl in such & way with these Questions that is people may con=
tinue to live & quiet and peacable life, and tha all men might be
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Vineland Ont., Sept. 13th, 1918.

Members of the Non-Resistant
Relief Organizetion.

Brethreni:~ Greetinge. _

In a letter to the Hone J. A. Célder, on Sept. 7%h,

The following request wes made+."With respect to the objects of the

Non/resistant Relief Organizedion, which had in view the presentetion of a
fund to the Gove nment as & memorial for freecdom from military service, our
Organization awaits the pleasure of the Goverument in sugge sting channels
through whighand objects, in hamony woth the religious principles of the
Churches represented, to which the Government may apply the use of the Fund
thus presented.? :

g T T

A reply from lir. Calder, dated 1llth September, is as followsj=j
"] have your letter of the 7th instant in rcrerence to a proposed donation by |
the people you repres:nt for some worthy relief or other purpose, growing ;
out of the conditions existing during these trying times. As the members of

the Government have some difficulty in determining $he wishes of your o |
Comuittee shd as there are so many patriotic and other relief funds requiring
assistance, it has been considered best to leave the decision to those i
responsible for the collection of the fund. The decision reached will, I am &
sure, be appreciated by any society or organization thaet may be assisted."

It is the purpose of your secretary to again write lr., -
Calder asking him to suggest funds that are under the eontr.l of the
Governmént, or organization contm lled by the Govermment through whiech ]
the s eciel fund might be administered. In t is way we.may be able to get 1
ipformgtion end workh in sympathy with the Government, Also, I think thag j
we had best proceed with the collection of the fund and then see some '
member of the government sabout the disposal of @t through Government channebe
It may be possible that the members of the special Commitiee do not ap-
preciate the spirit of our people in the dispensingg of this money, maks
ing use of it in work outside of military objects, and that , if it is
possible to clear up this point there will be no difficulty in getting
the money used as it is intended, and all will be satisfied. 2

Hoping that this will meet you approval, and awaiting your
further pleasure, and trusting also that others may have becn interested in
getting ingormation on this point, 1 am,

Yours in His service Whom we, loye,
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RETAIL DRY GOODS

BOOKS AND STATIONERY, CLOTHING, CARPETS, RUGS, LINOLEUMS, Etc.

AGENT FOR DR. PETER FAHRNEY'S ALPEN KRAUTER, VITALIZER,
HEIL OEL, MAGEN STARKER, Etc.
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