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A CUMMITRSE OF THD Cadliby
fAegardiang o Donatlion from jon-iesiateat Churches made to the
Boveramont for Charitable Jurpoasc.

Honorable Jira:d

ig representatives of the Jon-llesistant religloue
bodies known es Menaonites sad Tuakers, whose principdes faith
rogardiag total abstainunce from war in auy form hes besn 'Tocon-~
aiged nod provided for by our Govorameat io tiwes past by Legle-
1 tion and Orders in Council which recognitica mad provisiocas
sur people have felt t¢ express their gratitude wnich ohall be
used for charituble purposes during thess times of aced occusioned
by the exceptionnl hardships Lwought aboul by the proscat war,,
we are pleaned to meot you st your viddiog and %o confor ao to the
proper chaonels through which to donute thls sams fund sad its
proper usoe to accord with the faith of our pepple giving them the
oprortunity of hesrtily expressiag thelr enteom ¢f thelr Uoveramentl.

Persis us to otate that our people have been sharing

{a the wo: ks of cherity and relief of suffering ia giving gesercusly
of thelr labors and moans ou far &6 convisteat with tuelr peace-
12?135 grlnolplos‘ Thio dovemcat on thelr pert, " The Hon-lcsolstant
Relief Ortanisation,” ie & opecial offort to do wore work along the
cawe lines and shure more fully ia the priveticus of tholr fellow
eltigens, aad in thoe suprort of the charitable work of the Uovera-
mant. Your scoistance in devising some mesns by which tile doasticn
msy be made to the Coverament ls esranestly sollicited. Ue slee desire
thst our people mey have the msoursace thet this fund cun be used
for the relléf of thoue who sre woriby poor and who are in actusal

-~ meet of relief, sitnor st home or abrosd,(prefersvly thne reolief of
widowa sad orphan:) #ho have no gupport &s war dependunts, or who
mey not be included in the olesses alresdy pledged the sujport of the
uovernment.

It would give ue grea' ploasurs to have confirmed to
our people the ascurance th.at the total exemptlion of those of owr
folth from all military service is still the parpose of our Uovern-
moaty While such pledges have been givea Yo ue from Séme departments
¢f the Goverament, o.bors have not seoa it to so interpret the
provisicns of the #illgsary lervice act, snd many of our yougg =ean ,
~ who reglstersd under the sald act sad ¢laimed oxemptions oa religiocus

grounde have 00t had uniform decieione of their olslus und msny ure
8till held for non-oombatont olasses. Lur fdollef Orgealsz. tion
hed boen formed with all coanfidence of the Uoveranment's purposes
of oarrying out lis g:l&‘ of religlous liborty snd fladgoa to cur
pecplas Ug rogret that since thea we have not met with the smue
encoursgoment. fhat the Covernmeat may do ia making clear to tho mind
8 of asay of our membors tist our priviloges are ccatinued mad gusrd-
od will meet with teful and hearty response uad, we truet, the
dovoutl mExmsy 8 to God for the beneficence ¢f the Uoveranueat,
and aArdeat prayers for Hiso Sustalaning power duriing thess timas 5 4
troubl : . '

Sehas
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Extracts from Statutes relative Lo the Menponite People

{ Y
i ;=: and Military Service Yfgtﬁﬁnnofgno Canada .

e Ay and in Upper Canada.

7N A. D. 1808 = Chap. LBen. 27, Be‘ further enacted .......
that the persons called Quakers, Menonists and Tunkers, who from cer-
tain scruples of conscience, decline bearing arms, shall not be com-
nelled to serve in the said Militia, but every person professing that
he is one of the people called Quakers, Menonists or Tunkers, and pro-

" ducing a certificate of his being a Quaker, Menonist or Tunker, signed
by the Clerk of the Meetimg of such Society or by any three or more of
the people called Quakers, Menonists or Tunkers shall be excused and
exempted from serving in said Militia: Provided nevertheless that
every such person or persons that shall or may be of the people called
Quakers, Menonists or Tunkers, from the age of sixteen to sixty, shall,
on or before the first day of December in each and every year, give in
his name and place of residence to the Treasurer of the District, where
he or they shall reside, and pay to said Treasurer, to and for the pub-
1ic uses of such district, in time of peace, the sum of twenty shillings,
and in time pf actual invasion or insurrection or when any Part,QfMP?fxw,.

Militia df that District shall be called out on actual service, thé “

sum of five pounds, and in default of such payment it shall and may be

lawful, on information or complaint on oath made by the said Treasurer,

W ST

before any Justice of the Peace of such District, for the said Justice

to issue his warrant, under his hand and seal, to levy the same by dis-

tress and sale ofvthe offenders goods and chattels returning so much

of the said distress as shall exceed the sum of twenty shillings per ; i

anmum in time of peace and five pounds ver annum in time of actual in-

vasgion or insurrection. (Here follows a provision for imprisonment in

T

default of payment.) Provided also and it is hereby fﬁ;tﬁer enacted
that each and every of the persons usually called Qpakers,'Menonista

and Tunkers, that have attained the‘age of fifty years, shall not be §
liable to the payment of such sum of twenty shillings for being exempt-
filitia in time of peace but that i time of

G AR

war or other emergency théy shall be liamble to serve, or to the‘pd ment

s

of five pounds for being exempted for every year until they shall have

attained the age of sixty years.

;2. A. D. 1809 - 49 Ge0s.III, Chap. 6. This Act permits Henoniats
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and Tunkers to make affirmation instead of oath the same as Quakers were
pérmitted.

Bec. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid that no
Menonist or Tunker shall by virtue of this Act be qualified or permitted to

give evidence in any criminal cases, or to serve on Juries in criminal cases

or to hold or enjoy any office or place in the Government of this Province,

anything herein contained to the contrary notwithutanding N :f,,,:_f%

3. A. D, 1810~ 50 Geo. III, Chap. 1l1l. Whereas the sons of Menonists and

- Tunkers who are minors cannot avail themselves of the indulgence by the 27th
clause (of 48 Geo. III, Chap. 1,) by reason of not being able to obtain the
certificate required by the above mentioned Act until they shall have attain-
ed the age of twenty-one years, according to the rules and regulations of the
said Society, for further remedy whereof be it enacted etc. that the sons of

- Menonists and Tunkers liable to serve in the Militia, under the age of twenty

one years, shall instead of the certificate required by the above mentioned

Act, produce a certificate, stating his name, that his father is a Menonist

or Tunker (as the case may be) and that said minor 13 brought up and

in the nrinciples of
icate shall be signed by the Clerk of the Meeting of such Society, or by any
three or more of the people called Menonists or Tunkers, such/minor shall
then be éntitled to the benefits and indulgences in said clause mentioned,
subject nevertheless to all other restrictions and provisions of the said

clause,

& o The'foregoing extracts from 48, 49 and 50 Geo. III Statutes appear
to contain all matter referring to the Mennonites which appear in the Statutes
of Upper Canada which appear in a Volume including the collection of Acts
passed in the Parliament of Great Britain relating to.CanadassthesPubidc

Ordinances of the late Province of Quebec and the Statutes of Upper Canada,

from the year 1792 to 1818 inclusive.)

KT 15@?-4839 - 2 Vie., Chap. 9, Sec. 52. And be it further enacted that

Militia, but every person professing that he 18 one of the people called

Quakers, Venonists or Tunkers, Or being a son of a Quaker, Menonist or Tunker

brough#vuu and educated in the principles of the QUakers, Me ers,
! “onistg oy Tunk

v
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and-??t under the age of twenty-one years who produces a certificate signed
by«th? Clerk of the Meeting of such Society or by three or more of the people
called Quakers, Menonists or Tunkers shall be excused and exempted from serv-
ice in the Militia. (Here follows a provision for giving in name and resid-
in time of peace

ence etc. to the officer of the District and paying twenty shillings and in
times of invasion, rebellion or insurrection when any portion of the lilitis
shall be called upon for actual service ten pounds.) :j
§. A. D. 1841 - 4-5 Vic., Chap. 2. That the perzons called Quakers, ' i
Menonists or Tunkers shall not be compelled to serve in the Mikitia within ‘
that portion of this Province which formerly constituted the Province ,of Up-
per Canada but every person who shall profess to be one of the people called
Quakers, Menonists or Tunkers and shall, if required, produce a cer£ificate
thereof signed by the Clerk, Pastor, Minister or Leader of the lieeting or Soe
iety to which he shall be}long, shall be excused and exempted from serving in
said Militia. (Here follows provision for giving names etc. to assessor and
for the payment of ten shillings in times of peace and five pounds in t;mes

of invasicn etc. and providing for the assessment as Quakers, lMenonists or

Tunkers. The money was apparently to be spe

6. A. D. 1855 - 18 Vic., Chap. 77 Sec. 7. | Ail person; beariﬁg certific—ﬂ
stes from the Society of Quakers, Mennonists and Tunkers, or any inhabit-
ant of this Province, of any religious denomination, otherwisge subject to
military dut& in time of peace but who from the doctrines of his religion
shall be esdverse to bearing arms, and shall refuee personal military serv-
ice, shall be exempted therefrom. (Here follows a provision requiring an
affidavit to be filed a month before exemption ciaimed.) ‘

7. A. D, 1859 = Consolidated Statutes of Upper Canada, Chep. g, Bec. 7¢3,

Virtually the ssme as in 6.

Statutes of Dominion of Canada.

1868, 31 Vic., Chap. XL, Sec. 17. Any person bearing she a certificate from
the Society of Quakers, Menonists or Tunkers or any inhabitant of Canada of

;quﬁ denominaticn,

any relig otherwise subject to military duty, but who, _

personal military service, shall be exempt from such service when balloted \

P
in times of peace, or war, upon such conditions and under such regulations,

as the Governor General may, from time to time, prescribe. (Exemption to
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'1906. R S8 0 Chap 41- being the present Militia Act.
. "Sec 10~ "All the inhabitants of Canada, of the afe of 18 years and
[ . upwards, and under sixty, not exempted or disqualified by law, and
" being British subjects, shall be lieble to s::;;:e in the Militia;
B provided that the Governor General may require all the male inhabitants

of Canada,%e-eempiy capable of bearing arms, to serve in case cof a

levee en masse,"”

:

F

¥

|

i e e
%' Sec. 1l= The following persons only shall be exmmpted from liab e
}» to serve in the militia:

"pPersons who from the doctrines of their religion, are aversq&o bearing
-ing

arms or render per¥sonal military servicel| under such terms as are

prescribed. Person claining must file an« affidavit with proper of=-

ficer one month before he claims such exemption.

1917~ 7-8 Geo V- being "An Act respecting Military Service"

Sec 2 (1) Every male British subject who comes within one of the

L classes described in section t
{ i1y resident in Canada;
i day of August 1914 p resident in Canada, shall be liable to be called
& out as hereinafter provided Fowm tée active service in the Canadian

; Expeditionary force for the defence of Canada, either in or beyond Can
ada, unless he (a) comes under the exceptions set out in the schedule;

Sec 4= (1) The Govenor in Council may from time to time by proclame

N T e L T e s

ation call out on active service as aforesaid etc etc etc
save as hereinafter prpwided.
Sec 11- provides for applicationes for certificates of exgygption on
the following grounds (among other grounds)
(f) That he conscientiously objects to the undertaking of combatant

service and is prohibited from so doing by the tenete and articles of

, 1917, of any recognized

faith, in effect on the six

cus denom Qgﬁ: Q n_e L 2 .:@:'.: Ze in :_ A s

OO0 2 heETOME

jate, and to W
y of the grouns of such applicati

on ae established a certificse

and if an
of exemption shallbe granted to such man.
Schedule- 7. Those persons exemoted from military service by Order-in

ouncil of August 13tn, 1873 » and by Or. in-councdl of December (¢,
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MENNONITES ON MILITARY SERVICE

A Statement of Our Position on Military Service as Adopted by
The Mennonite General Conference, August 29, 1917

Inasmuch as present war conditions call for an official utter-
ance from our Church, we, the bishops, ministers, deacons and
delegates of the Mennonite Church in General Conference as-
sembled at the Yellow Creek Church, near Goshen, Indiana, Aug.
29, 1017, representing sixteen conferences in the United States,
Canada, and India, desire to present the following as an expres-
sion on the doctrine of nonresistance as applied to present condi-
tions brought on by the world war now raging.

+ Our Position Defined

As followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace,
we interpret His command, “Resist not evil,” by His other teach-
ings on this subject; viz., “Love your enemies.” “Do good to
them that hate you.” “Pray for them which despitefully use you
and persecute you.” “My kingdom is not of this world: if my
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight.” “All
they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.” The Bible
also teaches us not to avenge ourselves (Rom. 12:17-21), that “the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal” (II Cor. 10:4), and ‘hat
“the servant of the Lord must not strive” (II Tim. 2:24). Be-
lieving that the children of God should imbibe and practice these
teachings, we hold that Christian people should have no part in
carnal warfare of any kind or for any cause. Our a‘titude on the
question of military service is correctly stated in that clause of
the Selective Draft Law enacted May 18, 1917, which provides for
exemption for members of every church “whose existing creed or
principles forbid its members to participate in war in any form
and whose religious convictions are against war or participation
therein.” We deeply regret, however, that this exemption is
practically nullified (save in the matter of bearing arms) in the
further provision empowering the government to impress non-
resistant people into non-combatant service.
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In our Confession of Faith, adopted at Dortrecht, Holland. in
1632, the position of our church is defined as follows:

“Regarding revenge, whereby we resist our enemies
by the sword, we believe and confess, that the Lord Je-
sus has forbidden His disciples and followers all revenge
and resistance, and has thereby commanded them not to
‘return evil for evil, nor railing for railing’; but to ‘put up
the sword into the sheath,’ or, as the prophets foretold,
‘beat them into plowshares’ Matt. 5:30, 44; Rom. 12:14;
iPet s 3eon. Micah 743,

“From this we see, that, according to the example,
life, and doctrine of Christ, we are not to do wrong. or
cause offense or vexation to any one; but to seek the
welfare and salvation of all men; also, if necessity should
require it, to flee, for the Lord’s sake, from one city to
another, and suffer the ‘spoiling of our goods, rather than
give offense to any one; and if we are struck on our
“right cheek, rather to turn the other also’ than to re-
venge ourselves or return the blow. Matt. 5230, 10523
Rom. 12:10.

“And that we are, besides this, also to pray for our
enemies, comfort and feed them, when they are hungry
and thirsty, and thus by well doing convince them and
overcome the evil with good. Rom. 12:20, 21,

“Finally, that we are to do good in all respects, ‘com-
mending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight
of God,” and according to the law of Christ, do nothing to
others that we would not wish them to do unto uS.—
IT Cor. 4:2; Matt. 7:12; Luke 6:31.” —Article 14, Page 25.

This position has been uniformly held by our forefathers
from Reformation times and their loyalty and devetion to their
faith is attested by their suffering, even to the extent of ‘martyr-
dom and banishment by those governments enjoining military
service upon their citizens, and for which cause they -gratefully
accepted the hospitality and the guarantee of religious liberty of
this land, historical records bearing ample witness to these facts.

In relation to governments we believe that every child of
God, besides being a citizen of the Heavenly Kingdom. (John
18:36; Phil. 3:20), should also be in subjection to civil govern-
ments (Rom. 13:1-5; Tit. 3:1; I Pet. 2:13-17). Even laws which
may seem unwise and unjust should be submitted to uncom-

\ ~—— : -

o

plainingly And no thought should be entertained of doing any-
thing but /comply with all that they ask of us—unless they pre-
scribe conditions’ contrary to the Gospel; in which case we should
meekly but faithfully stand true to the principles of the Gospel,
even if /the consequences entail suffering. This position has been

-exemplified by the apostles (Acts 5:20) and our early church

fatherg.
Past Favors Acknowledged

It is with grateful hearts that we recount the favors and con-
siderations accorded our people in the past. ‘In the days of
William Penn our fathers accepted his invitation to immigrate to
this land where they might enjoy the freedom of conscience in
religion and exemption from military service. These benefits
were later confirmed to them by the Constitution of the United
States and by State Constitutions. We rejoice that freedom of
conscience is thus recognized by the laws of our land. We ap-
preciate the exemption accorded our brethren, both in the North
and in the South, during the Civil Wai, when once their position
with refesence to war became fully known. We still have among
us brethren who suffered for conscience’s sake during that period,
but recall with much gratitude the freedom from military service
which that exemption secured for them.

We are grateful for the exemption clause for non-resistant
people in the new Selective Draft Law, and hereby express the
hope that when the powers that be fully understand our position
with reference to military service, this clause referring to non-
combatant service may be accordingly modified.

Our Standard

We acknowledge with deep humiliation that not all of our
people have lived in full conformity with the Gospel standard or
consistent with our profession of a holy life. Some, contrary to
the teachings of the Church, have been entangled in politics, in
commercialism, in pleasure-seeking, and in other forms of world-
liness; but it should be borne in mind that such conduct has been
without regard to the express wish and teaching of the Church.
The Mennonite Church having continually stood for the sur-
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rendered life, a consistent separation from the world, and an
attitude of peace toward all men, we call upon our people to hear
in mind our obligations (Eph. 4:1) that in all places they may be
known by the Scriptural designation—“A peculiar people, zealous
of good works.”

The Present Issue

Recognizing with gratefulness the consideration given our
religious convictions, as previously stated, we take this oppor-
tunity of giving expression of our attitude concerning the issue as
it now confronts us. As a Christian people we have always en-
deavored to support the government under which we lived in
every capacity consistent with the teaching of the Gospel as we
understand it, and will continue to do so:; but according to this
teaching we cannot participate in war in any form; that is, to aid
or abet war, whether in a combatant or non-combatant capacity.
We are conscious of what this attitude, under existing circum-
stances, may mean. No one who really understands our position
will accuse us of either disloyalty or cowardice; for our record
has proven our submissiveness to the powers that be. and to
maintain our position under present conditions requires greater
courage than to accept non-combatant service. But believing as
we do, that any form of service under the military arm of the
government means responsibility, either directly or indirectlv. for
the taking of human life and other destructive ac‘s of war. ' we
cannot consistently do otherwise than hold aloof from every form
of military service. Our people have at all times refrained from
voluntary enlistment for service in any form under previous
military laws, and for us now to accept service under the military
arm of the government, would be equivalent to a denial of the
faith and principles which we have held as vital to our spiritual
wellbeing and eternal salvation.

- We appeal to the President of the United States and all oth-
ers in authority to bear with us in this attitude and not to con-
strue our position as a lack of appreciation for past favors or as
an act of disloyalty; also to grant unto us full liberty of con-
science and the free exereise of our faith.

——

Recommendations

1. To the Brotherhood—We recommend that in humility
we seek at the throne of grace the blessings which others have
sought to secure through the power of the sword. That we con-
tinue our prayers in behalf of the rulers of our land and all oth-
ers in authority, continue to pray for the peace of nations; that
we maintain a calmness of mind and heart that naturally ac-
companies a trust in God; that we refrain from uncharitable
criticism in any form, and avoid heated controversy with those
who do not agree with us on points of doctrine, missing no op-
portunity of complying with the Scriptural injunction of return-
ing good for evil.

2. To Our Brethren Liable for Military Service.—We recom-
mend that they comply with every requirement of the govern-
ment, availing themselves of every opportunity to present their
claims for exemption, exercising care that they do not commit
any acts that could be rightfully interpreted as desertion or
treason—and at the time when they receive the summons to enter
the military service, they present themselves to the authorities
and meekly inform them that under no circumstances can they
consent to service, either combatant o1 non-combatant, under the
military arm of the government, citing them to the fact that they
are members of a church whose creed and principles forbid them
to have part in war in any form, and that theif consciences coin-
cide with this position; submitting to any penalty the govern-
ment may see fit to inflict, trusting the Lord for guidance and
protection.

3. To Our Conferences and Congregations.—We recommend
that they make every provision for the wellbeing of our brethren
who may be called upon to suffer on account of their faith as a
result of this trying situation. While we expect an attitude of
submission and loyalty on the part of our members, we should
not deal harshly, but charitably and with consideration, with our
brethren who may be put to the test in these days of trial.

With a fervent prayer to Almighty God that He may bless
and so direct the rulers of our land that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life, in the full exercise of our religious convictions;

s —
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that we, as His children, may be faithful to and contend earncst-
ly for the faith once delivered to the saints; that God in His
wise providence may overrule all to the glory of His name and
the strengthening of His cause among men, we humbly subscribe
our names to these declarations and pledge our powers in devo-

tion to the principles herein set forth,

Bishops

L. ]J. Heatwole, Dale Enter-

prise, Va.
Sanford C. Yoder, Kalona, Ia.
Andrew Shenk, Oronogo, Mo.
A. J. Steiner, North Lima, O.
T. M. Erb, Hesston, Kans.
J. S. Mast, Elverson, Pa.
David Garber, Lyndhurst, Va.
J. C. Driver, Garden City, Mo.
Peter Kennel, Strang, Neb.
D. H. Bender, Hesston, Kans.
J. E. Zimmerman, Wood River,
Neb.
J. M. Kreider, Palmyra, Mo.
Daniel Kauffman, Scottdale, Pa.
S. E. Allgyer, West Liberty, O.
S. F. Coffman, Vineland, Ont.
Elias L. Frey, Wauseon, Ohio
D. D. Miller, Middlebury, Ind.
E. B. Stoltzfus, Hudson, Ohio
Lewis Shank, Broadway, Va.
Benj. Weaver, East Earl, Pa.
Noah E. Miller, Springs, Pa.
John Nice, Morrison, Il
John Blosser, Rawson, Ohio
C. A. Hartzler, Tiskilwa, IIl.

J. A. Ressler, Scottdale, Pa.
S. Gingerich, Wayland, Ia.
N. B. Stauffer, Aldersyde, Alta.
D. G. Lapp, Roseland, Neb.
E. A. Mast, Kokomo, Ind.
Menno Esch, Mio, Mich.
Aaron Loucks, Scottdale, Pa.
Peter R. Nissley Mt. Joy, Pa.
J. M. Shenk, Elida, Ohio
Jonathan Kurtz, Ligonier, Ind.
E. S. Hallman, Grand Bay, Ala.
Jacob K. Yoder, Wellman, la.
A. 1. Yoder, West Liberty, O.
[. S. Mast, Mino:, N. Dak.
D. A. Yoder, Elkhart, Ind.
Abr. Metzler, Martinsburg, Pa.
J. S. Shoemaker, Freeport, I1I.
S. G. Shetler, Johnstown, Pa.
Jacob K. Bixler, Elkhart, Ind.
S. J. Swartzendruber, Bay Port,
Mich.
J. S. Gerig, Smithville, Ohio
D. J. Johns, Goshen, Ind.
John Garber, Goshen, Ind.
D. Burkholder, Nappanee, Ind.

Ministers

Silas L. Weldy, Wakarusa, Ind.
E. D. Hess, Masontown, Pa.
L. J. Miller, Garden City, Mo.
H. F. Reist, Scottdale, Pa.

O. S. Hostetler, Topeka, Ind.
C. F. Derstine, Eureka, Il

H. W. Stevanus, Sherkston, Ont.
Harvey Freisner, Vistula, Ind.

J. A. Heatwole, La Junta, Col.
Paul E. Whitmer, Bluffton, O.
J. L. Hershberger, Wellman, Ia.
David D. Miller, Kalona, Ia.
John L. Stauffer, Altoona, Pa.
Oscar Burkholder, Breslau. Ont.
Peter Ropp, Pigeon, Mich,
Isaiah W. Royer, Orrville, O.

N. A. Lind, Medina, Ohio
D. Hostetler, Weilersville, O.
J. B. Hartzler, W. Liberty, O.
J. S. Hartzler,-Goshen, Ind.
C. A. Graybill, Schellburg, Pa.
John W, Hess, Palmyra, Mo.
E. M. Detwiler, Calla, Ohio
Ed. Miller, Elk Lick, Pa.
Ben B. King, Ft. Wayne, Ind.
S. E. Graybill, Freeport, Ill.
John D. Miller, Louisville, O.
A. G. Heishman, Broadway, Va.
C. K. Brenneman, Canton, O.
C. D. Yoder, Windom, Kans.
J. S. Martin, Dayton, Va.
Peter Garber, Cazenovia, IlI.
A. M. Eash, Chicago, Ill.
I. B. Witmer, Leetonia, Ohio
Wm. Jennings, Concord, Tenn.
C. Z. Yoder, Wooster, Ohio
J.IW. Christophel, Wakarusa,
nd.
Ezra B. Yordy, Eureka, III.
J. S. Horner, Green:own, Ind.
Jos. H. Byler, Belleville, Pa.
J. R. Shank, Purvis, Mo.
H. R. Buckwalter, Palmyra, Mo.
M. H. Shantz, New Hamburg,
Ont.
D. B. Kauffman, Kenmare, N. D.
A. H. Leaman, Chicago, IlL
D. J. Fisher, Kalona, Ia.
J. D. Mininger, K. C., Kans.
E. F. Hartzler, Marshallville, O.
P. R. Lantz, Marshallville, O.
Henry Weldy, Wakarusa, Ind.
Aaron Eberly, Dalton, Ohio
€. D.=Bschi-Dhamtari/iC: P
India
H. R. Schertz, Metamora, Ill.
Daniel J. Wyse, Archbold, O.
P. E. Brunk, Delphos, Ohio
Noah Mack, New Holland, Pa.
George D. Ross Elida, Ohio
Peter Unsicker, Tuleta, Texas
A. W. Hershberger, Kent, O-
L. A. Blough, Holsopple, Pa.

John E. Hartzler, Goshen, Ind.
A. L. Buzzard, Metamora, Ill.
J. N. Kaufman, Dhamtari, C. P,
India
L. R. Detweiler, Goshen, Ind.
Amos Gingerich, Versailles, Mo.
B. B. Stoltzfus, Lima, Ohio
Peter Boshart, Milverton, Ont.
J. M. Brunk, Wichita, Kans.
Nilles M. Slabaugh, Greentown,
nd.
S. D. Grieser, Archbold, Ohio
J. W. Weaver, Union Grove, Pa.
F. J. Gingerich, Beaver Cross-
ing, Neb.

' Calvin Mast, Millersburg, Ohio

J. Y. King, West Liberty, O.
J. A. Good, Webb Summit, O.
Y. C. Miller, Shipshewana, Ind.
J. J. Miller, Shipshewana, Ind.
A. M. Shank, Nampa, Idaho
D. F. Driver, Versailles, Mo.
L.]. Johnston, Cherry Box, Mo.
C. A. Shank, Wakarusa, Ind.
A. B. Snyder, Preston, Ont.
A. S. Miller, Spencerville, Ind.
J. H. Moseman, Lancaster, Pa.
S. H. Miller, Sugar Creek, O.
Jonas Loucks, Nappanee, Ind.
R. L. Hartzler, Topeka, Ind.
J. J. Warye, West Liberty, O.
S. W. Sommer, Fairville, Mich.
L. W. Yoder, Nappanee, Ind.
A. C. Good, Sterling, IIl.

J. B. Smith, Elida, Ohio

C. J. Garber, Alpha, Minn.
Jonas D. Yoder, Belleville, Pa.
Levi Plank, Bellefontaine, Ohio
Silas Yoder, Goshen, Ind.

J. H. McGowan, Nappanee, Ind.
D. D. Troyer, Goshen, Ind.
John H. Bare, Nappanee, Ind.
Henry Rychener, Pettisville, O.
A. Nusbaum, Middlebury, Ind.
Amos S. Cripe, LaGrange, Ind.
W. B. Weaver, Elkhart, Ind.

)
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Deacons

J. R. Brunk, Windom, Kans.
B N. Eby Lititz, Pa.

A. S. Landis, Goshen, Ind.
Menno J. Yoder, Topeka, Ind.
J. C. Frey, Archbold, Ohio

J. V. Fortner, Dakota, Ill.

M. Wideman, Pigeon, Mich.

Menno Steiner, Fairview, Mich.

H. D. Heller, Witmer, Pa.
Noah Weaver, Foraker, Ind.

S. J. Schmucker, Nappanee, Ind.

J. C. Lugibill, Graybill, Ind.

E. D. Yoder, West Liberty, O.

D. H. Coffman, Goshen, Ind.
A. 1. Hartzler, Orrville, Ohio
J. G. Wenger, Hesston, Kans.
J. I. Weldy, Wakarusa, Ind.

S. P. Good, Elida, Ohio
Sam Smeltzer, Wakarusa, Ind.
E. J. Martin - Ft. Wayne,- Ind:
H. B. Weaver, Goshen, Ind.
Henry T. Nice, Morrizon, Ill.
John Fmmert, Topeka, Ind.
Jos. Mishler, Clarksville, Mich.
Jas. J. Mishler, Shipshewa, Ind.
Ira S. Johns, Goshen, Ind.
Noah W. King, Amboy, Ind.
kL IC.d Hershberger, Middlebury,
nd.
Melvin D. Lantz, Topeka, Ind.
H. V. Albrecht, Tiskilwa, Il
G. L. Bender, Elkhart, Ind.
Jonas Brubaker, Elkhart, Ind.

Lay Delegate

D. S. Weaver, La Junta, Colo.

We, the undersigned, bishops, ministers, and deacons of sev-

eral other branches of the Mennonite Church, while not affiliated
in conference relations with those whose names are signed to the
above document, most heartily endorse this as a statcment of our
position on the doctrine of non-resistance.

S. J. Swartzendruber, Bay Port,

Mich.

E. G. Swartzendruber, Well-

man, la.

(, L. Ressler, Nappanee, Ind.
. F. Wiens, Chxcaoo I11.

B Fi=Es5ch, V\/ashmgton 111

Gy Amstutz, Apple Creek, O.

J. S. Troyer, LaGrange, Ind.

Mennonite Brethren in Christ

A.B. Yoder, P. E., Elkhart,Ind. D.W. Hunsberger, Deacon, Elk-
C. K. Curtis, Pastor, New Paris, hart, Ind.

Ind. Wm. Moyer, Deacon, Elkhart,
H. M. Metzger, Pastor, Elk- Ind. ; :
hart, Ind.

Defenceless Mennonites

C. R. Egli, Bishop, Chenoa, Ill. D. N. Claudon, Deacon, Mead-
E.M.Slagle, Pastor, Pioneer, O. ows, Il

]
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Vineland, Ontario.
October 22nd, 1917.

To The Prime Minister of Canada,
The Honorable Sir Robert Borden,
House of Parliament, Ottawa.

Honorable Sir:-

Kindly allow me, as the vrepresentative of the M ennon it
Church of Ontario, the Alberta-Saskatchewan Conference and other Con-
gregations of like faith with us, to address you with refer;nce to the
recent Proclamation calling out the men comprised in Class¥l as de-
geribed by the Military Service Act, and also with regard to the pro-
posed regulations as referred to in the daily papers of October 1l8th.

.ie recent Proclamation deems all men called "to be soldiers in
the military service of Canada, save as the 8ald Act otherwise pro-
vided". It seems that this proviso exempts from "combatant® service
only, the adherents of religious denominations whose creed forbids
"ecombatant service", and holds them for "non-combatant service as
soldiers on leave of absence without pay." In this respect the pro-
clamation seems to us to contravene the articles of faith of our
Church, and its members would thus be made to transgress its prin-
cip%es and practices which have been maintained during the centuries
past .

In view of the fact that the G

-

ition of non-resistant churches aa'o 5sed to "combatant service",
we beg that our position be regarded in the light of the "Statement

of our Position" which waaegiggggg%n_zh‘_hands of the Governmsat—as
long with our Petition-of- er 1llth, in which it 18 stated that

"We cannot participate in war in any form; that is, to aid or abet
way, whether in combatant or non-combatant capacity.”

The Goyernment has already given recoga}‘igp%ﬁqgi@y;,uaxﬂj;'“”'“"
which wedlllEe-ae vital to eweedatEEEEENERREEE TOTIOROrD BC 2
in _szoep s evene nilitary 5@ We Act certain rf?llgl‘u"g.'fi bodlies,
the first BT which mentioned were granted total exemption By an
Order-in-Council as a result of an appeal made in their behalf by
members of our church on the grounds of our having #njoyed such ex-
emption under the Govermment of Canada. our claims for total ex-
empnt ion are ideritical with those of the one class excepted; being
based uvon the same articles of faith of the lennonite Church.

e _— "

e realize that cond;tiqnpuaxcﬂnuah.tyat,uha:aovornmant-fecln
+he necessity of taking axceptional means in order to meet the needs
of all. We have born and are willing to bear and share in the bur-
dens and privations that all are experiencing, and we feel that it
hes not been the purpose of the Government to impose on any of its
citizens the most grievous sorrow of being deprived of those relig-
jous liberties which have been confirmed to them during other trying
periods in the history of Canada; but, military duty under the milit-
ary arm of the Government would mean to us an exceptional hardship
and would not be in harmony with the recognition accorded our people

in past years.

The Canadian Press Despatches of October 18th state that in new
regulations to be issued shortly, "A Local Tribunal is not to allow
an application for exemption on conscientious grounds unless the ap-
plicant gignifies in writing his willingness to perform, when requir-
ed, non-combatant work or service, including sevrvice in the Army -
¥edical Corps and the Mechanica &xansyo%%«?~~*§h15"ﬁmy‘vﬁ"ﬁﬁ“§??552 :
eous statemsnt or interpretation. In case such attestation were re- g
quired of any member of the Mennonite Church it would be understood A
by the charch to be equivalent to a voluntary enlistment in the army
service and hence a denial of the profession of his faith which he
holds as vital to his gpiritual wellbeing and eternal salvation. It
is understood that we do not consider non-combatant service an alter-
native for combatant service for our people, since we esteen both as
service in the army which is organized for the prosecution of way.

e most earnestly desire that no such attestation will be expected of

any member of our Church.

e RO
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By the Flections Act our members are disfranchised temporarily;
by the Military Service Act they are partially exempted from service.
While we feel that there is some inequality between the savrifice o¢
privileges and the services demanded, we do not wish to hold this
against our Government; we but desire that there nay be a uniform
recognition of our faith. We do not ask for enfranchisement at this
time, since matters of war are inconsistant with our profession of
faith; we ask only that we may enjoy that which it has evidently been

beemithe purpose of the Government to grant us - freedom from militayy

service.

In our recent interview, Honorable Sir Robert, with yourself
and the Honorable Arthur Meighen, then secretary of State, the quest-
ion of non-combatant service was brought to our attention. it was
then advised that the matter be held in abeyance until such a time
as when such service should be called for, and, that at such a time
our people would be again consulted regavrding such service. in
Tecent governmental chariges these matters may have been overlooked.
Cur people are complying with the regulation for claiming exemntion.
The vital issue is, that then they appear before the Exenption Trib-
unals with proper credentials from their ministers and bishope they
shall be required to attest for army service of a non-cobatant char-
acter; under the rules of the Church they shall not be able to do so.
We trust that this will receive the earnest consideration of yourself
and your Government, and shat there may be at that time no oeccasion
of friction Tetween our Government and our young men who are mem-
bers of Slie Church. We desire to dom construed

=) AInATION, TeUTTITITOT-Ur-distew y foymy We have
always ®ndeavored to prove ourselves %o lle citizens
of this land, endeavoring by our hones$ lavors and Pa##ReLl iuties to
support the nation and its laws, respecting our lawmakers and rulers.
It is our desire to continue to respeet and honor our Covernment and
to bear our part of the nation's burdens, feeling that it is not the
cost of our bload.and life that withholds us fronm sgaring io. tive mils
itary burden, B ither, that theve are oither worthy services in

which we may oo ifectively engage for the wellfave

of our countz 1en whi Tally following the teaching
and exauple Lord.

¥ost respectfully and humbly, I am, Siv,
/ Your servant who doth humbly nray, -

For the Conmmittee.

EXENPTION ¥PRON KMILITARY S8ERVICE.

i No Medical Examination need before ggplying for exemption.
20 More than one c¢laim may be made ofi ,exemption form. If claims
are just mark them on application form. Ingsert name of your church.
3. ¥ athers who cannot vote in this election may claim exemption for
son who is under 21, at election time, if son is not member of church.
A, Parents may make claim for exemption of any son needed at home,
He Make claim for exemption at vost office, on blank form provided
by Post Vaster, before November 8, or soon as possible, g
6. Certificate of Church lembership is not needed in making applica-
tion for exemption; be provided with certificate when called before
Exemption Tribunal on or after November 8.
7o Remember that our Church forbids its members engaging in any form
of service under the military arm of the Government, and do not sign
papers requiring such service before knowing what the decision of the
Government ie coneerning the standing of the Church on this point. B
Before giving any consent for non-combatant service you may appeal to
a higher tribunal.

- In case your claim for exemption is disallowed you have a higher
Tribunal to which you may appeal .
9 Do not promise orally or in any other way to consider hospital,
transportetion or other service in the army. Qur Church is unitedly
opposed to all service in the army.

10. Take with you before yhe Exemption Tribunal evidence in support
of all vour claims for exemption. -

“Some matters are yet before the Government for decision. Pray

for the céqu that is dear to our hearts and spiritual wellfare,.

s
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MILITARY SERVICE ACT.

AR APPEAL TO THE OCOVERNMZIKT OF CATADA IV COUNCIL.

R
e

We, the Mennonltcs of the Ontario Conference, scpresenting aleo

¢o ngregations of 1ike fulth in the Alberta-Saskatchawan Conforence, and
: having offlcial mpmgggwum in the Wenronite Genercal Conference ;
k rocently asuenbled at ®gskiellow Creck Crhireh , near Goshen Indlans, do :

hereoy humbly petition vour Governnenst in respect Lo the falih whloh we b
hold duax‘. ! -
#¢ give due recognitleon to the grave ymgﬂll which centrcns ths' !
- %unm 1% Ut wé-a‘;i.' NPT SOWSTTeE and %E EHS a5 4 P ﬂn dernil- =
cated and toying sltuctions have boeen beought asocut w1l oh we can not
fully combprchend, We, as a people, seek 0 adjust ourselves Lo the now |
- State of affalrs, willingly submitting 30 the wishes of the Governnent |
4% as far as we can do 30 without viclating a law or prindiuic of Cheias, |
o we recognlze us Lord of lor d3 and King of kings, uand Bhose Raw we |
Cr the sunreme gulde of our ilve %
Scpeonie we &xd untdd In expressing ocar gratitude to the Gove PrRES
i to all thosc who are in authority for the rocognltlion that hus =
en to those of our falth in tre matter of conseription for muzta“y,
and further submit this netitlen that full rcecognislion be gtvm
Les to our poslition on the dectrine of nonresistance which mu
of the fimdamental tenets of our faltk and one for which oupe
fored uno am! Mﬂ! »ln, m _d_‘mrm "ﬁiu k.
a and e et At -
and of our sm,nmt t.helr home, under the nmmctlon of a
govemmuent which nerolitied them to enjoy liberty of conselence and the
fooe exereisc of thelp falth In full assurance that those who were in
aukority would vorlfy evesy nledge and promise glwn t.o t.Mn lmen they
sctiled here,
¢ : Our pecple retaln a decy senee of avnreclation for t.m geneocus plirit
~ of the Pritish Covemment in grant ifg Lo Willlan Penn and the merders of hbé
~ eoleny, anong wrom Wwere nmany of our fore-fathers, the peivilege of liberty
~of sonsalence In relliglon and euwpeclully Lmamity from military service.
- These privileges were not adnuled by the govemment shat followed later i
: and were not reveked by the Govemment of Canada when, ous of resncet for
. the Britlsh Crown, many of our peonle left the Mited States and made trelr
. heme here. We decply a preclate the fact that, sithe the excention of a :
fewm 1sclata d cases of h‘rmessu! gscrvice during the war of 1212, no militarsy
- ; ; o ‘ple at @y time quring the
, » under the Canadlan Go
T thv Mv of instanees when thls Govern-
j nmz mmd t'u mam ~religlous liberty o et’?wrw nnresist nt
. falth who sought the h&%hllw, ﬁh&z , Tounger gomerations of ous
L have from time o time inquired of %.Wcmmi wrethar thege
libeties arc still in forec and have been Informed at all tWes that Lhose
1m have Wlmma objections to enzasing i ‘military ser ice have
exenntlon from such servige guaransced 46 them by wre Apttish Guvergnt,
In tines QMW@ we woere thanikful for the assurance 6f religlous
Muy and the eomtenplation of undlspurbod privileges i followin: the
exanmple and teachin g of the Fpinee of Peace. Mder the streas of the
: sz W 3ok $0 ¢ shfu petision to &aﬂm our nosition with regus

‘—7 i S

e
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BEDSE Whon the Govemment has thus graciously favored in ocen LU to thenm

- eountrles, esveclally the leaders of congregations huve refrained from the

. the @enzrogation and for the sake of a more wnplete sepuration from ihe

- Mennonite Archives of Ontario

ﬂ”i“ﬂf service, We recogmize the same nelneivle which the Govemment
wecognlizes In the justice of law, that he who alds or abets anctrer In

Jerong doine 13 also a transgrossor, wWith this sanme prineinle in nind we hum

always mal ntained that anvy fom of mliltary service 13 oonoscd t6 the
apirit and practice of heace and good willl so nen, and hence our desire %o
féllow only such aotivitics and rarsalts in elvil 1ife as are in ke ing
with the dootrine whickr we bolieve to be the laws of God and of Cheist,

Ve recognize the good will 66 tre Government In insceting in the
Military Service Act afolause granting exemptlon to all adherents of
rellglicus denominatons whose articles of faitk forbld combasant service,
and hereby express cur thmunks for thls graclous considesation while we
also humbly -etision that she exemption elause elted uy be alwavs 30
construcd as 10 meot with the YoqUirements of the Falth -mn neas fae op

thoue arinciples of 1iborsy whior have boen tre oceasion of:

my thnkasiving o God and ihe congtant joy of sany bunble oltizens.

A% a nwonle we rodognize the miprencey of the *Kinglon of Jemuu Cheis
which ®fg vot of ®:ia world.” For this rcaen many of our ncovle in ail

¥SE of thelr sufseage fanehise, both for the sake of pesee and harniony in

entangling affalrs of the world, d thoush nome are nrokidited the excreise
of these privileges, Since ithe passing eof the "War-time Eleetions Acty,” we
Mnbly seck to know the position 6f the Govemment repurvding al;_l{fopzr 2l
MEEbCEs relative to this act, 5o that we may conduet ourselves accord ingly
caliging that in patiers of wap we can not conselenclously glve e voloe,

WATh a deop sense of Munllity before God and prayer that the author-
1tled Before whom this may ® me nay be gulded 1n thelr deelsions und trels
érducus duties by the Divine will, snd that we may eontinug $c dwell in
go@liness and follow the pursults of peace, we respectfully sabeis this
petitvion and shalld humhly peay,
T 5 ¢ S — : :
Recommendatlons from the Prine Minlater and Secretary of State,
; Ottawa, October 11, 1917.

1. All of our nembers who ave 1n the Gge 1inmlt 1lsble for military service,

when caliod, must asply for exenption accomilng o Qovemmevt e atios
2. Phgslcul exaninatlon before a medieal Board 13 net roqul red of Rosc

who apply for exemption for conmsclenclous raaens,
8. ¥one of our menbers are expected %o vote under the wrossnt Bleetions Aot

Those who do so forfo! phdon, ST TN
with lascr if elreumatinces
on ave fmade from notes of &h@;ﬁ%ﬂut&&n

- R R Y

B34 578

with the Government and have not beon ardroved by the Sovmnent,
Deputation:- | : ’  Aalsh mﬁmuion

L. J. Barkholder, Woderator of Confescnoc Ch™etlan Gaseho, i

David Bergy, Secretary of Conformec, Japdb ®, Sender,

J Vsﬂr:.;_ F. Mmm; Jacoch 8. M“‘krg

. Mmmon Oroh, i | samiel Sender,
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MILITARY SERVICE ACT.

/'\

Vineland Ont., . 2n <4, B18.
Dear Brother;- Greeting. i

Having secn some of the exemption papers of some of our young
brethren and having found thereon nothing which free them from
more than combatant service; and having aleo seen some ofthe notices
from the Distrieot Appeal Tribunals returned to our brethenwho heve
held papers ellowing only exemption from combitant serviceand who
had appealed for & complete exemption , and since the sadl appeals
were disallowed or dismissed and stated that these persons would
be subject to 2 cell to service and would with the call the assigned to
certain battelions for service, I have takcn the liberty of agein
calling attention to the need of having every brother appeal his
claim for exemption to the higher tribunals until the c¢lzim is
granted fully, i1f not eslready granted.
If eny of their fapers are marked. as follows they should be eappeczaled
for complete exemption as Mennonitess,
"Exemption from combatant service."” "Exemption for religious reasons
sccording to clause 8," "Exemption until class or catagory is celled."
"Exemption as & farmer or other laborer." When the appeal was made
on the grounds of religiomf eccording to cluse 8 and the certificate
is marked "Allowed” or "Granted" and is not otherwiaw qualified.
Any exemption granted en clause 8 reliewes from combatant servige only.
end is grenged to ell ‘religious objectors. Our faith calls for totel
exemptione
In making your appeals the claim should be made as a mebe of the
Mennonite Church whose creed forbids military service of any kind.
It must be borne in mind that any brother who has not secured totel
exemption is @ soldier under the mllitary erm of the govennment,.es
ebove noted, and is considered on leave of absence withput pay until
he is ce2lled upon f£o do ective service. They ere listed with others
who are exempted only from combatant service and are eligible for
non=combatant service, and belong to that branch of the Canadian Exw
peditionary Force whish is now in active service, They arenot yet
celled and may not be called for active service, but the fact that
they are a part of such military force is contrary to theprinciples
of our foith and we should not be satisfied that they are so situated,
The Government has made provisions for the relief thrpugh the Appeal
Tribuncls angd it is our pbivilege to make use of them, and secure the
exemption which the Military Service Council has already acknowledged
is our right. The machinery 1s in operation, and the first step
is to appeal to the District Appezl Tribunals. If the cleim is not
eallowed there the appeal should be made to the Central Appeal Judge,
Military Service Council, Department of Justice, Otteawa. Directions
for eppeal will be found on the gauk of eacli exemption ccptificate
from the Lodal or Appcal courts, Follow the instructions given there.
The fact that the time limit for making the appeel as stated on the
pppers has expired will not interfere with the appesl,
Trusting that you will give the necessary aid to those interested
in your congregation, and praylng that through God and our Saviour
we mey receive the favor desired from our Government, I am,
Yours in faith,
S. F. Coffman,
For. the Committee.
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NONARESISTANT RELIEF ORGANIZATION.

Kitchener, ¢. . ,Jan.24, 1918,
To the Committeec to Interview Government,
Brethreh;~ Grecting.

In accordance with the purpodée of the Committee and the advice
of the meeting of the Relief Organization at its first meeting in
Kitchener, Elder S. Goudlie and the Secretary of your Committee
met with Mr. W. G. Weichle, M, P.} of Waterloo at his home , Jan~
wary 22nd, to discuss the advisability of interviewing the Gove
ernment relative to the objects of this Organization.

We have the following tD report:-
The Goverhment will be inclined to look with favor upon the
engaging in relief work by the Noneresistent Bodies.

The Government would be in a position to use funds and disburse
them according to the directions and wishes of these bodies,
excepting, however, the use of the funds in such districts with
which our Country is now at war,- such as Armenie, and parts of
Poland and Palestine.

It is advisable to send & small delegation to Ottawa to inter=
view the Government as to what special lines of relief are most
needy, and to inform the Goverment as to which objects of relief
and cherity are most in harmony with the sympathies and faith of
our people «nd would receive the most hearty suppoet. The relief
of widows and orphans would prove very acceptable to the Govern-
ment.,

With referende to exemptions, Mr.Weichle recommends that all
of our young men who have not received complete exemption should
appeal thir cases to higher tribunals as soon as possible.

It is the purpose of your Committee officers to send to the
Prime Minister of Canaﬂda a report of this Organization, with a
letter recognizing our gratitude for the privileges of freedom
from military service, and stating our objects, also asking
adwice concerning an interview with regard to these objects.

Please express your opinion regarding the advice to send
e limited number of this Committee to interview the Government
at Ottawa. It will be the duty of the Executive Committee to take
action in changing the Committee if advisable.
yours truly,

S. F. Coffman, Secretary.

L4 ‘(CLL(/ Lo i// fnl S ’»' t%/ VC: » o / A Ay v:;;iy i L;'/,L‘», Z L;LL/LV\
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RITITARY SERVICE ACT.
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Vinelend Ont., Jen. 34, 1918,

er Brethren:s Orectlog.

Ia the provious letter an explanation was given concerning the need
of appesling the cmses of all of our brethren who have not received =
completes exemption. Some have sines questlioned the wisdom of making fure
ther apgpeal 2nd some have asced for information e Lo how to meke Lhe spe-
peel. havinf seen & numbor of exempllon papers snd Reporis of Appesls, the
£a3llowing 1s sugieated,

Persone exempted frowm cumbitent & rvies enly sars listed for non-gonbetant
gervice snd must respond when thelr class i culled.Classs 1 men, eatagory

A (for coxbet: ot service) sre not sufficient %o conmplets the guots required

for the 100,000 men ., The nexl catagories , Lnclullng non-gombstant classes

vwill be cellied on to fill thess ranka, before cleds £ is celiad. Jur brethre
sho sre listed may be called if notl exempted, and 1f celled must report for
service and may be subjectsd Lo the experiensess ofthe bretaren in other
pleces, until thelir freedom ia ascured. in appeal now way seve them from
sueh exparisnceu,

Your @omnittee can nol secure the sxemptions in a mass, Being listed sce
cording to thelr locations &nd ¢lesses and esch holding thelr copresjpond-
ing numbars, thelr names oan best be remosed From - Lhe licts by thdr pere
sonel eprlisation through epretls, Ltheough ike regular ehannelds.

Your Committes hes pleeced 21l of thelr gorrespeondence on fyle with the
central Jppeal Tribunel st Cliews &nd 1t is resdy for reference when the epe
peals of our brethren reach thet Court, 1f they have net been previously
exempiad. & specivl letiler conserning the reason of our brothren sppssling
has been sent Lo the Zppesl Tribunkl at Louden, on account of so meny of our
brethren heving to eppenl L6 Lhet Tribunal. ¥e heve asked for coaplete
exenpiion for our Menronite brethren la Lt 18 ir the power of thet Tribunal
10 grant it. This would inelude &l) of like falih. ;

%e would sugsest the felliewlng e & form of appesl.

. If in doubt &6 to =xhether your certificste ¢rile for comploto exeaption
inguire of the nesrest mewber of the tribural granting it whethsr or not
your nase L& ilsted for non-combatini seapviee,

11. A form fTor epp-eling fvon the Logul Tribunmnl to ths &1atrist dpvesl Coure

fdvgr Disrtriet Appesl Tribunal

#¥iiitary “ervice fot, 1017,

Tame of " lage,-~-crmeve-- DELe, - wommaenne -
S §
Y am Saking the 1iberty of sppoeling from the declialon of Lhe lLoesi
Tridunel, Ke.ev=mu-ue A% ses imeccccsncccnnmn shich has grente only partial or

llcited cxempilion, A® & member of the (Menoonite Chureh) I ez epplying to
you for eomplele exemplion as grant d by paregreph 7 of the sxcepiicus Lo
the ¥Militery “ervice Lot
jerdal Nupboepr e-ccocecccaa HORB e mevsnn v nmnns
Consecutive Nurbepr,e---.neme pdfrqa.,—- 2 i o o
I11. A form for sppenling to fres Diaurta Ap 5L Tourt te Centrslippesl Judge
Central Appeel Judge,
Hildtery erviece Cownell DELG s mwe v s anmnnm
Gttese.
APste |
I s taking the liberty of eppenling from the deelslon of the District
Ap oal Court Noe~e~-r- A wemmevem..ee Thieh hee dlsmmizesd my 6 pacl for
exempticn as a(dennoniie). /s & member of tnc iennonite Churek I appesl for
Complete exemption s grantsd by papagreph 7 of the ®xceptions Lo Lhe

S !tlttnry Service lot.

1‘1 : b‘r..ﬂ‘u-‘ﬂﬂﬂ- 3 2{‘ y-pfaén-~-f~...v-u au;l/w’ :
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5 Vineland Ont,, March: 19th, 1919,
Thomas Reesor, Treas,,
Pickering Ont.

Dear Brother:- Greeting,

- I am enclosing & copy of a letter to the members of
our Committee of the Relief Organization. It will be self-explanatory
and I think that the Executive Committee can take actionon it and pro~
ceed towhatever their decisions may be.

The enclosed Cheque is a contribution to the General
Relief fund, There were some contributions promised by some of the
brethren here, and it has not yet suitcd them to pay the same, We
were waiting for thier contributions to be colleeted, but think that
we cannot wait longer, Whatever they may have to give may be donated
through the Organaization to other eauses, at a later date.

It would have been more satisfactory if all of the
contributions could have been sent in together, so the congregetion
could have been credited with the whole smoint but, if the Fund is
now paid out, as per the suggestion of the gentlement representing
the Government, those who have not paid ivkill have to be credited
in later reports. I would like to have seen the fund amount o at least
a hundred thousand, and it could easlly have been made up if each
would -hawe done his-part, but I -know $hat some wore bsckward on ac~
count of fearing that the Government would perhaps have & share in it,
For myself, I feel that our Committee is free from any political in-
terests and all are working for the good of the Churches and for the
sake of the suffering, and when we consider the amounts paid to
these relief funds in pther places, our churches in Canada, or in
Untario have done remarkably well in contributions. But, lay God
have all the praise and may He keep. our hearts wamm with love for
all the sulifering so that our ministrations of mercy msy continue
&8 long as there is need, '

Yoursgin faith
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Resistant Relief Organization.
Comaittee to Intervisw the Covernment.

%W P Vineland Ont., Mareh 19th, 1919,

Brethren:~
After sending to certaln members of the Goverament a
gopy of the Statement Concerning the Hon-Resistant People in Amerieca,
an ascknowledigement was recelved from the Homoursble Arthur ideighen,
doting liinister of Justice, and Lfrom Honourabls F. 5. Seott.
A letter regeived from Bro. N, M. Bearinger, Elmirs,
states that he has hed a recent interview with Mr, Weichel,of atedo,
and that Mr. Veiohel and My. Scott have hadl a long talk over the matter
¢f our presenting the Memorisl Donstion to the Governnedt. Their opinion
is,that the return of Ehe Premier, Zir Hobert Borden be at some
indefinite date, and the sresent eonditicns regarding legisletion thet
might eifect our status are somewhst iz the foous of publie opinien,
snd legisk tion lmiinent, our Organization should proceed with the
distribution of the funds according to the resulation of the Comnittee
at thelr receut mecting, and & statecent prepered by them regarding
the disposition of the funds whiech will be handed to the i
members of the Gove nment respomsible who shall scBmowlelse the sane.
In this menuer ihe Governusut would recognize the gift of our pgeﬁu
and the object for which it wes given. Mr. VWelchel has consented to
hand the Stotement to the Government at the most opportune time.
This maggedtion from Bothe Mr. Velghel,and Hom, "Hy. ‘cott 18 in
sccord with thelr suggestions previcugly given to your seereciury, in
view of the sbsence of the FPremlew, _ i bt
It is sald that the mev Franchice Bill is in course of preparatie

and that our ¢ maittee sliould have thelr ropert in the hands of the
members intereBted so that our cleims conld be substantiated., We should
make it ocloar that we are mot iving this fund to the su f;!.'oring ones
on secount of eourt ng the favor of the Government. Wast we do 1s out
of gratitude for what we have recleved, as well as out of athy
for the suffering, and this s irit has been the cmeracteristic of our
eopie in the pui. But id there sre those who enguirve of us, we should
gb' eady to give to them the.evideuce of our works. o

It will be the duty of the Executive Committes to take whalever

sction they deem sdviseble under the resent ¢irewnstances.

Yours in faith, N

.
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2. 7. Darkbolder, N
Saruel Ooudle, N : g
D, W, iﬁlu,‘ 5, »
Thos, Reesor, ! - o
Chr, %ascho, »

Vineliand Ont,, Mar, £2, 10180,
sembors of Comnitter to Interview ‘Jovermnment, ’
Kon-fcsliastany Relief Cepanization,

Brethmen-
A letter addresned to the Preenlor wan M.km;.:lcdgft.* as fol' ousy
fYour letter of the £0th Inpt. \Fuamuw/ advislng thut the on-Res 1..‘:(‘”-?.
Rillef Orcanlization vronoges o réfse a charitable fund
¢ be donntad 80 the fovernmant ags a rencslal in anvreciatlien of the re-
uﬁmxa liberty enjoved by mon-combatant organizesions, s to hand In she
absenee of the Prime Minigter on lnportant publie buslness., Youre ugrestli
that a Committes appointed for trs »urpose should interview the Gove sn
nent with rezard to the work of the Ovganizasion wilil rave cm.smeﬂ-‘atim
in due course,
Dated Ovtama, Feb,.88th, Yours very touly,
Bigned, Geo. W, Wwles,
Pelsie Winister's Searetary.
B.F.0ofrmon, Baq.
Yinelund ons,
\ A mecond lecr was secelved vesvarday as Foliowd.
0t sana, k‘.’uv'(!'rlfif, 1@l 4,
Deor iop,- |
, In fucthe r Pefcronos to your lestier of the £0tr of Fois maa ey, .
Jaddresacd %o the Prime Wit ister, and refe ceved to the wne Mr. Rowell,
Mr, Rowell askas me $0 advise you that a Comnlttes of the Cablvet wlll meet
you on Taesday, the 26th of Haech, at elaven-thi rty a.m,., Roow B2, Bast
Block, Ottaws, Wiil vou kindly onfien $rls apnolinsagnt,
Tours vory toly,
ig;nﬁvﬂ. J;bol%li“ﬂ,
Assdntont Saerctany, \
Ruter 1n the day o teles m eane stutlng thkas the ansoingrent had
becn clunged to the B7Lr of warch,
Afgter consulting with 8ro, L.J.Burkheides over the phone, 1 repliled
as folliovs.-
Te the Honouvable Mr. X.W.Ruwell.
!brmm‘ule 8ir,~
A loSter fron Mr, J.B.Allen, Asslstavd Seosct WY, Oof ¥uroh
18th, statine trat on appolntrens had been made for She comitive of thre
M-Mﬂiuﬁmt Belief Organization on the 28th of Harol, was duly puoolved,
Alsg @ teiggean pabing thut the apvolintaent was a'?aw‘.g;ud 8o Haroh B7Sh.
Our Cormlttee will euteenm 14 an honor So acet with the Qonmlites of the '
M!mt at he time specified, Warer 27¢) at eleveén-thlsty a.m, !
Mast rcspeosfuliy, m.s. B,
Blgmed, L.F.coffman, Sea., A8, ;
, m @atier of arrangd ng for the Cornittee!s myoting was Js o8 1n o0
hmda of the President of the Com ittco and ﬁmarlxatlo.(, Drer, mrkhohhr.
. Amtudly kad noticy frow him,
g

Yours for the auuu;
; m _pf the m&“*"*

:
-
E__J.'
g

2
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NON-RESISTANT RELIEF ORGANIZATICN

Committee to Interview the Government.

Vineland Ont., Apr. 2, 1918.
To the Ministers cf the Churches interested:-

T'he accompanying Blank Form is sent to you by the above Commit-
tee in order to secure exact information to present to the Government
regarding the nature of th® exemptions granted cur members. Your re-
plies will assist greatly in clearing our relation with cur Government
undcr present conditions.

Please see each member of your ccngregation who has applied for
exeniption and get the exact information required ard writeit briefly in
the proper column. There are feur questicns to consider:-

1. What was the decision of the Lcceal Tribunal?

2. If appealed to Distict Tribunal, what was the decision?

3. Was tthe Dist. Tribunal asked fcr permission to appeal to the

Central Appeal Judge? and what the answer?

4. Was the case decided by the Central Appeal Judge? and what

was the decision?

Copies of any correspondence from members of the Government
or Officials, bearing on the question, will be appreciated.

Continue in prayer, and especially for your Ccmmittee.

Return blanks and correspondence to,

S. F. Coffman; Secretary,
Vineland, Ont.
The Committee.
1,. J. Burkholder, Pres., Markham, Ont.
S. Goudie, Stouffville Ont.

Thos. Reesor, Pickering, Ont.
Chr. Gascho, Baden, Ont. :

A ,L.f&y,ﬁ/ B e WP {Q/
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_trust to this end,
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; To the Cormitice to oa?m o ale

Regarding Evemotion Tron MiI1%5e Zer toe
and 3 ,
T™he Comilttes %0 Intey lew Covermmet
Rega siing Non-Resiotns Rellef Organizasion, 4
Vinsland Ons. Apell 28, 1818,

Sinec the paasing of the 1.te Man-Power Ao, for scolelng sgoine
forecementa for the Cunadian Foreces in Feanee, a new situatinn has vromted
Ltself to us, All evemptlons have been semoved foon the Flrst Cle 32 betwen
the ages of 20 und 88, and glvingpower Yo call youshs of ihe age of 10 and
disallow gxemntions, and giving powee %0 6all any age of any claas and
Msallow exenniions of hose clmases #high were granted ander ke DAG-
vious Military servoce Act, We d¢ noy kvow w at stews willl be salen 5y tk
inlatar of Mulltla who now has Been 2 ven charge of the millisary natiers,
A provibon hag bern »ade for Mennonites and Dakebohrs, as undoe the D8der
In Counell previcusly olscd in the Milttasy Service Aet,

- The emecddacad lester will explaln what bas vecn done rogariing cur
prescnt standing, Theue Members of Parllument have both been Intorcsted in

Antervicwing the Govermment previcus o the sassing of the late Aet, but

In thelr lotters t0 your Seerct.ev have not stated any gueccnad at gatlntng
an inteeview or having mcoeived any Information as %0 the actleon of she
Gov: mnent toward the claims which we have presented Lo them, e still
awkt the deelsion of the Governmuns as %0 our exenntions feom all military
scrvice und ubso awd t the declslon of Judge Duft ecomec ming the appenls
that lave buen mde by our young bretheen who have agked to b rrecd foom
all allitery Scevige as Ponbers ©F TFE BeUr 7186 oF Tunke s Cheohes,

56 have netwring definlte to seconnend %0 cur merbers whe arc now
sabject to the call of the Mivlster of Wel!tla o» the Covermment for
military semvlce. The only safe ground for us 18 now 6 claim the Except-
lon to the Aet, as has been sdylsed by the Military fervioe Councll undgr
the Mlilbuey Service Aes, 1917, And we feel hat this recoreendation shenld

‘be foliowed by % ose of our bresthren who have previcualy Peglstored and wh

Wrose claims for exemption// may now be emsidored eanecled by % ose wo

‘will be glven authorlity %0 send out notices e sersons of the former alass

e:lied, %o prcacnt themaclves for sewm tee,

Tour Beerctary assunes th b yur @nsert wlll be glven & the sending
of notieas %o all of oup minlaters glving the adviee as above stoted, We
will work in hasmony by following the © urse that the Bovormament evidently
had providid for. This may lead %o a definite T A%, Ut we tust ot ae
shall bave an early poply 36 ocape lesters L0 the neubers of tre Sovernnen s
glving us asmenes thut cur Interests sse amoly vrovidid ror and ocor
privileges scoused with the approval of our Novoempent, Shall wme pray and

Wwurs In falth,

8, ¥, Coffman, See,
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Milltary Bervice Aet, a~d Onder 1n Counell, P
W s \ Vineland ont,, <orll 8fnd, 1918,

T ThiG Zetter 18 being semt t0 a.,/of our nl=isters and

. 0 others interestod suguAntl Ng & GUPSe of unifom actlon sclative to the
Now Order fegarding Wilisley Service, Leticrs hawe becn sent $0 membess of
the Tovirmment endesvoring to guard our Intersts and scaure favoroble de-
clslona resnecting the libertles of Mo n-ros!stans Chrohes, In the means
time 1t ay be best for us all to elaim the Exceptions to the Aet, as pro-
vided provided for Mevmonites and Dukhoborps, whoa oo not seguliscd to
seglater for service. Any of our bectiren being eulled upen %0 reglater or
PEPOrt for serviee w culd elaln o be under Lre Exccntion, whick the Wili-
tary Berviee Courell declded avnligd to all ¥enmorites, who were not e~
@ired to regloter ard had n -0 duty o perforn, The sald Exeentlion secrs s

- 30 bave boen based on bre laws of Ganada whic also exempted Quakers ond M
Tunkers whe would this have equal elghts to clals ewention with the Men-
nonites, Thls 1s an ovinlon and has been fade the ground of an P red o ¢

Msenfranerised by the Zleetlons Act, sinec much ons could not then be
called for mervice, wnd W tPust  for a fuvorable deelatlon,

Pray that we may £ind grece with tre fovernment, and that

y 1 m WL
may have speclal wiaden and power in these dups of trelal, <7 ;
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‘many amt‘i BLVe chosen. We arc nct seeking Lo commend ourselves or o

‘brethren,

The Con-ittee of You rs tmiy,
=m Fon-Reslstant Relief 8., F. Coffnan,
Orzanization, : Secretury of Com its ec

Mennonite Archives of Ontario

COPY. - |
Mr. F. s. Soott' “ p.’/
Wouse of Parlliament, Vineland Ont., Apr, 22nd, 1€18,

Ottawa,

Stirs~
Az a rosult of tre .recent ma ssing of the Muan-Power Blll by varliam

the exemntions and apoesls for cxemntlons #7 nany of cur Mennonlte and
Tunker Deetheen have begn cancelled, T™is has resulted throush no fallure
on thelr nadt %0 fMalrill the »rovisions of the M.3.A., 1617, nor from the
lack of cftort %o take full advantage of evcsy provisions that hod buen
made %o grant fudl exemption from sll nmilisary service, or ¢hgoy the
provision of the ®"Exceptions® to the Aet as under the Order in Councll of
August 13th 1078, We note that simid » "Bxcentlons® are provid:d 1n this
new Mcasure e reinforecnnts. We desire to nalice oursclves in a proner
1ight with the Govermnont, We do not wiék %0 evade any lasue tht we may
Justly, and from the standpoint of our religlous princlples, consclentlou
1y assum. We do not wish to place curselves on the list of excew ted clas:
@3 1f 1t s not the purpese of she dovemment to class us as such, vet we -
feel that, owlng to ocu tenets of falth and the practiees of our crrlistlan
princinles we belong to wuch ogcepted classes, We do not foel that the
Governnent will eall upon any of our hrethren to engage 1n a servi.ce which |
they cannnot nesform, This 1s not o question of maorals, ohvsical nower,
uatr!.otlm or poletiecal inclilnatlons, It 1s & question to which oup

cnvleticons and asentiment have boon drawn by the most sacred assoolationsz
af teae™g and Jorshlp. W huve chosen, we kmowy 6 different way than

comsure dtk r3, We hold c-t,u-si:lves rosvonelb ¢ only to our Master, In your
asseelatlons with our e leé you undecstand thelr neinelinles, and we
believe that you w11l render whuat assistance may be given in hal'nine %0 2o
deflne our nositlon before the doverament that anv frletion and un due
trouble or suffering as & rcault ¢f plsunderstanding witk the offliclials
who arve expected to enforce the law may be avéided om the prt of cur

o e e et Sliinl L Ween s u St LS B

We have addreaseé a letter to the Mon, J.A.Calder, a ooy of which i3
horewithonelosed, stating a fow qusstions © necening which we would desire
some Informatlon so that we may rlghtly Instruct our nerbers as %0 he
preper coursc 10 pussue in reladlcn to the recemt act of Paellanent.

Thanking vou For yvour past favors and tntem #t in our Louse and on ocup
behalf, I am,

Resneetfully ad -eaterully,
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' IMA. when appesiing fri tRE Iprol Teibunsi o ‘e Cemtral Appesl Judge
e this forsm slso to Give nobise of your intention to Lhe

Dhatricthegistrer of the Distilel sppesd Iribwaeld . This wast
alwiys bo dome L sppealing 4o the Central ippesl Judge. %

“’l’p*‘ . -

+  Raglatrer under the Military Tervics Aet, 1917. :
f m"s‘,"--.h-d.a“.uo i TRt B, wecnmuaxe
I ﬁ‘.".

By ippeal for tolel exempiion frow Militery service B3 & Meononite
widoh hes not been silowed, for hes bown dlsmbssed) by your Pribunel,
has besn wpposied Lo the Centrel Apposl Judge st Otiars, snd 1 bag that
this appenl Lo slicwed we, Mennoniton bedung exgepted from the seratien
of the ®ilitary “ervios .ot,
“”,m‘l ﬁmbﬁ?r‘-“*‘-"“' .. i ﬁm’oa0»~.~~v-uoworoa
fr’ﬂﬂ@ﬂuti" mmr’"’*""‘f"‘““"" &{if‘}}'ﬁbf‘ R

Tids forms mey 9@ veried,ars: should B3 R COPULaE 0 CLreUBELEnCes ,

Poliow the diresticns and the gonditions foand o the beck of sll soricos
feom Lhe tribuslds. Thare am roguler forms Lo foiiew wod 4t #il) be
HeQGLLArY Lo &‘fig, Lhecugh adl ths procuadings required la order Lo atisin
our objecti, The Coverrmend hwe provid 4 Lhess mesne for the purpcss of b
relioving the pauple froo any undus or unjust hepdships resultiing from 3
the Willteary “ervisc 2ch, amd we are doing what the Covernment axpeats us
to 2o under these siroumsianens, . % '

Trusting timt this mey be of sowe sorvige &n the work of helping our
young Brethren in thelr desire %0 be e irem widesiredlc eondliiens,
snd proying fof she guidi0s snd s dstmige oF owr hasvendy Pebiher in A
;ur SIlorLeE WO rollow Whe oxemple &nd Lesglunys of nde 0N, sur Savicur ,
@y

ohisiai 34 oL i s
R R e

 Yours 5 feish,

2. P, “t!’aﬂn,
Por the Co .sitten,
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| Hon, J. A. Calder, ;
¥inister of Immigration
and Colonization,
Housc of Farlilament,
Ottawna,

PRy FRPTRE v T ERETEI TSR Pt g e ¥ e NN

Horouruble Siri- :
Permit me t0 agaln address vou with eezard to the
Petition of the Mennonltes and Tunkes rospecting thelr freedom from all
| ¥iilsary 3ervice, whick question has agaln becn Lrought before then by
f the recent Order in Councll avnroved by Parlisnent.

oLl et e

If ,anong other condlid ons of exenptior, conselenticus reamons as

s- provided for under clause 8 of the Exemptions arg remo ved, shat will be
? the standing of our young men who Fave had $0 aonly for exarintion nd who
: dld apsly for cxempilon and were granted exeaption only on ¥ cse grounds,

What application wlll b¢ made of the vrovisicns for Mennonises as
stated It the Man-Power BL117 Will it anoly to 11 Wennonites as well as
Lo % ose other estublished Churches, - Quakers and Tunkers,- whose falth
was reeognized and provided for Ly Lhe. laus of Canada?

|

)

1 Some of our members woere cxuenpted for other thanm comsclentious

" Peawns by the Locul Tribunals alth.oughf ther annited for ex nnd on as
HMarmonites and Munkers, nder the New Yan-Pewer 2111, willl thev become
mbleet to cull to aecilve servoge?

. Under the War-Tines Llections Act, provid orns woee die Lht sons of
such pelions as were dlsenfranchlsed as Consclontious Objecioss, who had
not attalned thelr majority, were not 40 bo culi d into servdoc. Will the

prescnt Man-Po ‘rrmlhl cancel the provislens of the War-Tines Bled'tons
- ot _and kG vhe HIMOW suns o our merbers, didthough the: are adherents
and not nembars of the Chrc iy R o R v

: We trust, Honourable ilr, that we do not scen hasty in secking an in-
torpretation of these new condlilons, We do bot desire $o be rebellious
apainat tre laws of our land, We foel ¢int pravisions are mde £or “hose
arc sincere In their poliglous views on the¢ guesilon of warire, ¢lse no

e ) movislons would 's.ve becn made for thoe smeelally mensioned 1n the Pecen

% Bill, We deslre only to understand whether 1t avoly %0 all who hold She

. sace prineinies of falth as do the Vennonites congurncd s8oealally in the

 Previsions of the 3111, -

- ‘hatever you muy be able to do in behalf of tose whe arc deenly con-
eorned with these questions, wiil Be seccited post geasefully, I am aso
writing to Mr. B.5.8cott, M,P. as many of hiy ® natituency are lntcrested -

18 matter, : :
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Milltary Service Aet, and Order in cuncl 1, 1917, 1018,

Vineland Ont., May 8, 1918.
Dear Brethrent- Greeting.

We rave reasons to thank God Por new mercles. The Ontario Reglstrar
at Towonto., Mr, C. Lesslie Wilsen, has récclved instruetlon fsem the
Mitltoery Service Councll that Memnonites are vusslde of the Aet, and are
exennt., Some have already reported that thev are Mennonites and have re-
celved exmption. In ecase any of our members are called 1o rport, they shoud
sord a registered letter ¢o Bepartment or offle r from whom the call has
come, stating that they arc Menn nites, referring to the serial ad Consce-~
utive nemboers,- which will give the Demnrtmant access Lo the Tribunal
receords where the evidence of merbershin may be found,- the Church Cer-
tiflcate hraving been sent to the Teibural, In e¢ase vou have not given vour
Churck Certificste to the Telbunad you should send one with your letter,
Do not make us of the money or ticket sent with the order to rport for
servicc, under any Srcumstances., In cnsé You rport in person vay your owm
fare and retumn the wonay or ticke:. Those of cur mebers who &ve not G-
istercd or Bave nct been called In any of the wrevious cluses nced neh
rezister, We have nos recelved cgflelal notice of these steps on the Dart
of the Authoritfes, but have recelved Informafion through vellable sources
and know that the exernniions are beling granted,

Let us thank tod amd walihk upon Him for blessings as we &y recd them
Reporis from the Goernment will be sent cut as scon az reccived. We are
anksing steh roports, Yours in faith, :

: S. F. Coffrman, For tre Committec.,

e RN S e U SR e N RS o 2ak '
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Milisary Service Act,and Order in Couneil, 1917,1918.

Vineland Ont, May 8th.1918,

Dear Bretherni:= Greeting,

We have reason to thank God for new mercies. The Ontario Registrar
at bmto.n.c-hanc Wilson,has received instructions from the nuuq
Service Council that Mennonites are outside of the Act,and are exempt., Some
have already reported that they are Memnonites and have received exemption. In
case any of our members are called to report,they should send & registered
latter to department or officer from the call has come,stating that they are
liennonites,referring to the Serial and Gonsceutive numbers,- which will give
the Department access to the Tribunal records where the evidence of membership
may be found,- the Church certificate having been sent to the Tribunal. In case
you have not given your elureh certificate to the Tribumal you should send
one with your letter. Do not make us of the money or ticket sent with the
order to report for service,under any éircumstances. In case you report in person
pay your own fare and return the money or ticket. Those of our members who have
not registered or have not been called in any of the prevéous classes need
not registers We have not received official notice of these steps on the part

of the duthorities, have received information through reliable sources and

know that exemptions are being granted.

Yours in faith,
© Signed S.F.Coffman, For the Committee,






