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Vineland Ont., May, 17, 1918.
Thomas Reesor,
Pickering Ont.,

Dear Brother:- Greeting.

Your leter recelved, I was with: the Amish
Brethren at Tavlistock on Wednesday evening., Thev wanted some explmations
about the position in which we are now, sincC our apveuls to the Governmertt
seem to have been acknowledged as far as the members of the Menznonlite
Church are concemed., A couple of their brethren had been called and did
not know wyat to do, We told them that they should send notice t_ London
that they are Mennonites or Amish Mennonlites ad that they wuld then be
exsmnted, This scems t0 be the order for London as well as Torontc. I re-
celved notice that a t least one Mennonite Brother had bee accrded exenp tirw

by the Reglsrtrar at Londen.

I was glad to learn that you received som e enouragemmt concerning the
Gdherent of the Mennonite Church while you were at Kitchener and Waterloo,
It is %00 bad that these young men who have been brought up to believe thus
are obliged to deny their falth and principles by force. I hove that sone
arrangement may be made for them s that they will b& alloed their liberty.
It may bring many of them to th mk more seriocusly of what is their duty to
God, and trhey Bould be encouraged to thus confess their faith in him and
stand for the principles that are nlanted in thelr hearts fom hildhood.
Anything that I may do to help in thls cause will be cheerfully given,

Our Conference 1s at hand week after next. If 1t will benecessary to go to
Ottawa at any time I will try and comply with the necessity. Let us
continue to pray for the pwce of the land and of the world.

The case of the Tunker Brothren is recelving the attent ion of the Gov-
ermnment at presek. A letter from Hom. Mr, 8alder says that the matters have
been referred to Hon., N.W.Rowell, who will place them before the Council.

Yours in faith,




‘; Mennonite Archives of Ontario

m\m \Amn
oriumo n;cu-rmn

W, R, SMYTH,
PUBLIC REPRESENTATIVE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE A. F. BARR,
H. E. MACHELL,
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH ASSISTANT REGISTRARS

OFFICE OF ONTARIO REGISTRAR

UNDER MILITARY SERVICE ACT

BoaArDp oF TrRADE BuiLpING

NAME

SERIAL No.

DECISION

TORONTO, ljay 29.,, 1918.

ONTARIO

Thomas Reesor, Esq.,
Re Re #2, Pickeringy=omts

Dear Sar:
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Attached hereto please find memorandum which
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= 2 “aVe recelved the list from you of the men
01 your denomination liable for Milifary Se: vice which is
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York Couqﬁz

Allan Wideman, Stouffville Simeon Reesor larkhan
Carl Reesor Markham Levi Drudge g
Joseph Smith Unionville Joseph Diller =2
Allan Reesor Locust Hill Abraham Reesor >
Joseph Reesor - Markham - e <ot
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and also let me know if
reported for service. I
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IF YOU HAVE OCCASION TO REPLY PLEASE QUOTE THE FOLLOWING INFGRMKT’ION
HHS=S. Chief Public Representafive.

LOCAL TRIB. APPEAL TRIB. CATEGORY
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Ottawa, May 3Z1lst, 1918.

To =
The General Officer Commanding
Military District Hoe. 1 & 2,
London & Toronto.

Status under the M. S. A. 1917, of =
Mennonites, Tunkers and Amish.

Pursuant to headquarter's letter of the 22Znd
and 29th instant on the marginally noted subject, it has been
brought to the attention of the depattment that a large number
of bona fide adherents of these sects were not actually members
of the church on the 6th of July, 1917.

It has accordingly been decided that leave
may be granted, as stated in the letter of the 22nd, on a cert-
ificate of one of the bishops whose names have been submitted,
to the effect that the man concerned was, prior to July 6th,
1917, a regular attendant at the church and a bona fide adherent
and has since actually joined the church.

Captain D.A.A.G.
for a/Adjutant General.
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W, R. SMYTH,
PUBLIC REPRESENTATIVE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE A. F. BARR,

H. E. MACHELL,
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH ASSISTANT REGISTRARS

OFFICE OF ONTARIO REGISTRAR

UNDER MILITARY SERVICE ACT

BoArp oF TrADE BuiLpING

TORONTO, I\By Sle v 29LE8%
ONTARIO

leise, Esq.,
Gormley, Onte.
Dear Sir:
Attached hereto please f£ind memorandum which
you lent me the other day, for which please accept my

Tharks Aemiean. ol caw.

Yours truly,

IF YOU HAVE OCCASION TO REPLY PLEASE QUOTE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION

NAME

- SERIAL No. LOCAL TRIB. APPEAL TRIB. CATEGORY

4 DECISION
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% . MEMORANDUY OF LAWS AFFRCTING THE MEMBERS OF THE VENNOWITE

i RYLIGIOUS3 SOCIETY AND MILITARY SERVICE IN CANADA.

As requested, a search has been made of the various Statutes for-
merly in force in Canada and in Upper Canada prior to Confederation
(1867), which affect or refer to that body and military service and ob-

ligations. ¢ ome KRR

i ‘ v Apparantly there is no Btatute or the Imporial (3:&&15&}3

goode Hall and Legislative Libraries at Toronto shoﬁg-rilﬁ oﬁe Qoi@ﬁé;
which was published by the Covernment at the time, and which purports
to contain all stqtutea and laws of the Britisn Parliament, of Quebec
and the subseguent Province of Upper Canada (and including all Ordin-
nnce; having the forece of law), from 1776 to 1820, appears the first
Statute in which mention is made of the llenonists and Tunkers, such
Statute being one of George I1IIl, passed in 1308.

The following extracts from the various Acts from time to time in

force will show the history of such legislation and the existing law ‘

¢ now in effect. :
: %:QFNHH%L#ﬁFLw%ﬁ;”ﬂﬁk 1, being "An Act to expiain;maﬁeﬁﬂ andmgiﬂiih_m_;t
to one act the several laws now in being for the raising and training
the Militis of this Province."

Section 11 - That every male inhabitant from simteen years of age
to sixty shall be deemed capable of bearing arms, and shall enroll his
narme as a militia man on the first day of training, etc." i
Section 27 « Be it further enacted by the authority afqresa;d that

the persons called_gpakers,»Menoniats and-Tgnqua. who from certain

scrunles of conscience, decline bearing arms, shall not be compelled
to serve in the said Militia, but every person professing that he is

one of the pFople callnd Quakers, lenonists or Tunkers, and nroduc1ng a

b e

ed from nerving in th ai Militia~ P?evtdiﬁ never

evéry such person or persons that shall or may be of thn peopl. ealllﬁ 3 
V’? 4 debra, uqnonisg; or Tunkers, from the age of sixteen to sixty, nhall,

on or befqrg t@j'first day qiénegembqg‘in each and o#ery year, givc"in
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.his name and place of residence to the Treasurer of the Diétrict, wliere
he' or they shall reside, and pay fo such Treasurer, to and Tfor the pub-
lic uses of such district, in time of peace, the sum of twenty shile
lings, and in time of actual invesion or insurrection, or when any part
of the Militia of that District shall be called out on actual service,
the sum of five pounds, and in default of éuch payment, it shall and may
be lawfuliqu"information or complaint on oath made by the said Treas=-
urer, before any Justice « o TR A

tice to issue his warrant, under his hand and 3eal.to lcvy the same by

distress and sale of the offender's goods and ‘chattels, returning so much
of the said distress as shall exceed the sum of twenty shillings per an-
aum in time of neace, and five pound: per annum in time of actual invasim
or insurrection, or when any part of the liilitia of that District shall
be called out on actual service, decducting therefrom the charges and all
other .incidental expenses of such distress and sale, as well as the ex-

penses of aummoning such offender before such Juqtiue to answer the said

Senior Officer of the Regiment, Battalion or Independent Company of the

Division where the offence has been committed, to be applied for the like
purposes asg the fines, forfeitures and penalties imposed by this Act, and
for want of such distress, the Justice before whom such person shall have
been convicted shall commit him to the common goal of the District until
he shall pay and satisfy such sunm, together withythe reaibnable charges
incident tb.auch conviction; Provided nevertheless that no peréon or per-
. sons sd conficted, shall in any case be detained in custody longer than

the space of one calendar month} Provided also and it is hereby further

and every of the persons usually called Quakers, llenone

enacted that each

“empted trom ncrving in said wilitia 1n

war or other ecmergency, they shall be 1iab1o to lcrvn. or to tnq

of five pounds for being exenpted for every yoar until thcy lhall hago

¥ attained the age of sixty years.
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1809 - 49 Geo. III, Chapter 6, being "An Act for the Relief of lMenonists

ﬁnd Tunkers in certain cases."

Whereas the Religious Societies of the lenonists and nkers from cer-

e AT A

tain scruples of conscience sgainst taking an cath, are subject to many
inconveniences to themselves and families, a8 well as to others who may
require their evidence; for remedy whereof, be it therefore enacted etec.
That freom the pessing of this Act, any Menonist or Tunker in any case

. = =

in which =n oath is recuired by Taw or unon any lawful oceasion, wherein
the affirmation or declarvation of = Quakeyr will by law be admit ted,
shall be, and is hereby permittcd to make his or her affirmation or de-
claration in the same manner and form as a Quaker may be Py the Laws now
in force veguired to do.

Section 3 - And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid

that no lenonist or Tuaker shall by virtue of this Act be gualified or

permitted to give evidence in any ecriminal cases, or to Berve on Juries

in ceriminal cases, or to hold or enJoy any office or place in the Gov-

ernment of thia Province, anything herein con ainoﬁgtc

withatnnd&

‘! who are Hinors cannot avail themselves of the indulgence intended to be

granted by the 27th clause (of 48 Geo. III, Chap. 1l,) by reason of not be=-
ing able to obtain the certificate required by the above mentioned Act,
until thdy”shall_have attained the age of twenty-one years, according to
the fulgﬁ;and regulations of the said Societlies, for further‘rqmedy

? | whereof;_ygﬁit enacted (etc.) That the sons of Menonists and Tgnkegg lia-
| ble to serve in the Militia, under the age of twenty-one years, shall
inatead ofwthe certificate required by the above mentioned Act, produce a

certificate, stating his name, that his father is a liencnist or Tunker

up and ecducated in

(as the case may be) and that, such minov is: brought

by any threo or more of the peoplc eallad nononiats or !unkers. such
minor shall then be entitled to the benefits and lndulgenccs in aaid

clause mentioned, subject nevertheless to all other roq}rictions and pro=-

visions of the said clause.
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1837 <« 1 Vie., Chap. 8, Sec. 50, being "An Act to amend and reduce into one
Aet the lilitia Lawe of this Province (virtually the same as the fol-

lowing):

839 - 2 Vic., Chap. 9, Sec. 52, And be it further enacted that the per-

v,
sons called Quakers, Jrnnonista and un&ers, who

BSASNKER RGN AR LA s e 3 S M SN o /rwd*y*\

of conscience decline bearing arms, shall not be compelled to serve in

from certain scruples

the said Militia, but every person professing that he is one of the
pecple called Quakers, Menonists or Tunkers and producing a certific-
ate of his being a Quaker, MNenonist or Tunker, or being the son of &
Quaker, Menonist or Tunker, brought up and educated in the principles
of the Quakers, Menonists or Tunkers, and under the age of twenty-one
years, signed by the Clerk of the lleeting of such Society or by three
or more of the people called Quakers, Menonists or Tunkers shall be ex-
cused and/exempted from serving in the HMilitia; Provided nevertheless,

that every person who may be s0 excused as aforesaid shall on or before

the first day of June in every year give in his name and place of re-

sidence to the Colonel cr Officer commanding the Regiment within(ﬁh

PR N o e o o b A R e L A e

time of actual invasion, insurrection or rebellion, when any portion of
the Militia are called upon for actual service, tie sum of ten pounds,
and in default of such return and pavment as aforesaid such Colonel or
Officer commanding shall be required to complain of such neglect or refus
el and to ;umﬁon and try the party so offending and to decide and deter-
mine upon §very such case by a Regimental Court in the same manner and
form aaigrovided for the trial of other offenders sgainst this Act.

841 - 4-5 Vic., Chap. 2. That the persons called gpakers, uenonists or

AR

‘hﬁngggﬁgzg,shall not be compelled to serve in the Militia within that por-

tion of this Province which formerly constituted the Proviﬁce of Upper
very person who th&&‘)@qf:ﬂt to be on T called
3, Menonists Li Tunkcvs und shall; it raquircd;;;j@ﬂgq@ua“peitifft ;
ioate thereofwuigned by the 01erk Pastor, Minister or Leader of the

Meeting or Society to which he shall belong, shall ve excused and ex-

empted from serving in said Militia. (Here foliows provision for giv-

ing names, etc. to assessor and for the payment of ten shillings in

times of peace and five vpounds in times of invasion, etc. and providing
» ¥ ,
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. for assessment as Quakers, llenonists or Tunkers. The money was avparent -
ly to be spent on roads.)
1846 - 9 Vic., Chap. 28, Sec. 31. (This Sec. was repealed by ihe follow=-
“((’ ing Aect):
1849 - 12 Vic., Chap. 88. Whereas it is expedient to repeal so much of
the Act regulating the Militia of this Province as obliges &ua&era

:‘v’&)
w&ponietg or Tunkers to enroll themselves in any Company Division &ﬁ

AR 7
p

Upper Canada and to revive the Act herein mentioned relating to the pay-

ment to be made Dby such persons in lieu of serving in the Militia; Be
it therefore enacted . . . . . . that the 31lst Section of 9 Victoria,
Chapter 28, and so much of the said Act as repeals the Act of 4 and 5
Victoria, Chapter 2, and so much of the said first mentioned Act as/may
be inceonsistent with or repugnant to this Act or to the Act secondly
mentioned,‘shall be and are hereby repealed in so far as regards that
portion of this Provinceﬁ?trmerly constituted the Province of Upper Can-

ada, and that the Act secondly mentioned shall be and is hereby revived

RBERIA T TN € )

. were herein *9neateu and re~enacted.
o
1855 - 18 Vie., Chap. 77, Sec. 7. All persons bearing certificates from

the Society of Quakers, Memnonists and Tunkers, ot any inhabitant of

this Province, of any religious denomination, otherwise subject to mil-
itary duty in time of peace but wh; from the doctrines of his religion
shall be adverae'to bearing arms, and shall refuse personal military
sorvice, shall be exempted therefrom. » (Here follows a provision re=-
quiring an affidavit to be filed a month before exemption claimed.)

1859 - Peing the Coneolidated Statutes of Upper Canada, Chapier 35, Lec-

Wb st e s i SR R

tion 73, repeats the law of 1855;/
i @eqﬁgi_canadaﬁpaylns_begp ovmed in

Xy 2 b
ol =

d as fellowa.

1868 - 0% Vio.. Chan 40, Seo, 17, Any person nearing a certifioate frmw

the Society of‘euakers_‘nenonistsﬁor Tunker.}or any inhab;tant of Canada

of any religious denomination, ctherwise subject to military duty, but
who, from the doctrines of his religion, is adverse to bearing arms and

refuses personazl military service, shall be exempt from such service

and shall be reckoned in force and shall apply to the Militia Law now in

when balloted in tiEE!Ez: peace, or war, upon such conditions and under
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such regulations as the Governor-in-Council may from time to time pre-
scribe. (Exemption to be claimed with affidavit as prescribed in the
Act.) This clause was repeated practically verbatim in 46 Victoria

and also continued in the Revised Statutes of Canada 1886, Cap. 1, Sec.
21.

Statutes now in force.

“"The Militia Act", Revised Statutes of Canada 1906, Cap. 41.
Sec. 10. All the male inhabitants of Canada, of the age of eighteen
and upwards and under sixty, not exempt or disqualified by law, and bee-
ing British Subjects, shall be liable to service in the Militia: Proe
vided that the Governpr-General may require all the male inhabitants of
Canada, capable of bearing arms, to serve in the case of a levée en

magse,

Sec. 11,

The following persons only shall be g§,m¥%;_¢Aw

e

Persons who, from the doctrines of their religion, are averse 1o bear-
ing arms or rendering personal military service, under such conditions

as are prescribed.

Sec. 12, 8s. 2. No person shall be entitled to exemption unless he
has, at least one month before he claims such exemption, filed with -
the commanding officer within the limits whereof he resides, his affi-
davit, made before some justice of the peace, of tné facts on which

he rests his claim.

Sec. 69. 'The Governor in Council may place the Militia, or any part

ot ;theregflg\n active service an»‘@7tq ﬁn Gnu:da. and also beyond C
o7 £ :
) f, at any ttmm whcn it app

: ~ for the

by reason of emergency.

The Nilitary Service Act 1917.

Sec. \}, ss. () That he conscientiously objects to the undertaking

| ‘Vf}wf”Amoggjtho grounds of exemption allowed is : %é
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of ‘combatant service and is prohibited from so doing by the tenets and ig

articles of faith, in effect on the sixth day of July, 1917, of any
organized religious denomination existing and well organized in Canada
at such date, and to which he in good faith belongs;

and if any of the grounds of such application be establishied, a cer-
tificate of exemption shall be granted to such man.

(2) (g} A certificate may be conditional as to time or
and, zrant ‘solely on conscientious grounds, lh§1;3WM

exemption is from comoatant service only.

otherwise,

TP, 2

To this Military Service Act 1917 a schedule of exceﬁtions is at=-

tached, among which is:. 7. fhose persons exempted from Military

Service by Order in Council of August 13th, 1873, and by Order in
Council of December 6th, 1898,  lMennonites might possibly dome under

exception 7 but I could not find any copy of these Orders in Council or

Raliati 0 b o oy o bl R il Ll

any reference to them except in this Act in the Library g}‘ﬁ;goodo

Hall, xnot being published in the Canada Gazette around the dates

mentioned.

Bt e i e bl o R el a o

PRy 1~ N1
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Memorendum of Extracts frem Dominion Government Records

which appear to relate to Section 7 of the Military Service Act'l7,
--‘0‘--‘0 ----- O .... L R AUE B O--—

"1868

That a sub-section, of Section 17, of the Act 31 Victoria, Chapter 40,
ie as follows: Any person bearing a Certificate from the Society of
Quakers, Mennonites or Tunkers, or any inhabitants of Ceanada of any
religious denomination, otherwise subject to military duty, but who,
from the doctrihes of his religion, is averse to bearing arms and re
fuses personal military service shall be exempt from such service when
ballotted in time of peace, or war, upon such conditioens and under
such regulations as the Governer in Council may from time to time pre
scribe, That under this Section all the persons above pentioned, amdd

the Mennonites are expressly included, are absolutely free and exemp

ted by the law of Canada from military duty or service, either in

time of peace or war., That the intention of the Act in conferring
of making conditions and regulations was

upon the Governor General in Council the Powegato enable the Govern-

ment to provide, if necessary, for the registration of the exempted

persons in such a manner as to prevent persons belonging to any other

denominationsthan those specified in the section of th?;Aﬁt. b

ot confer upon the Governor General in Council

tution does n
power to over-ride or set aside, under any circumstences, the plain

meaning of statute law, and he recommends that this explanation be

conveyed to the Mennonites in Russia.

The Committee concur in the foregoing report, and advise that
a copy of this minute be transmitted by Your Excellency to the

Barl of Kimberly.
(Signed) John J. McGee,

Clerk, Privy Council.

To the Honorable
The Minister of the Interior.

Department of Agriculture,
Imigration Branch,
Ottawa, July 23, 1873.

o

Gentlemen
I have the honour under the instruction of the
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n. the Minister of Agriculture, to state to you in reply to your
letter of this day's date the following facts relating’to advantages
'rtercdwtplgqtt;Ara and to the immunities affordeéd to Mennonites,
which are established by the Statute Law of Canada and by orders of
His lxccl;ﬁﬂcy,thpagqyernor General in cﬁuncil. for the information

of German Menacnites having intention to emigrate to Canada via Han-

burg.
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; ' Galt, June 15th, 1918.
Rev. 8. F. Coffman, : .
Vineland ont.,

Dear Kr., Cof{fman,-

I am in receipt of your letters of the 1l2th snd 13th
instant and note contents. The instruetions which you have sent out
te your people will cover the situation I believe, @nd I 4o not think
that there should be any furthex dijiiculty;

Regarding thg general question which you bring up of

. the position of the “ennonite “eople I do not thini that this is the

peoper time 1o press ilhese maiters. The publiec mind is so arroused that
1 4o not believe that you would get the consideration To which you are
entitled. 48 u matier of fact you mre getting a great deal mere than
the » guleticuns pass-d by the Government, if leterally imterpreted,
‘woul@l give yom. ¥pu will remenber that I told you that en the Jucsition

of adherents that it 4id noi appear likely that tuey would be execmpted.
Mr. lMeighen inf rmed ne that it would open uwp a Que s vien that wonld cause

5o -end of eéembarressment. We were able to accompli she the object

which we had in view by gelting the milikary authorities to take

the view that these men Would be of 1little use to them under any
circamstences holding the beiief which they 4id and that it was beiter

to leave them at their present occuiations, if it could be done,

It is bhowever bringing about the object which yoa desire awnd ay dwn
Judgment is that the less said about it the better. It is very easy for.

us to 190 back n ow and 'sce that thesc matiers should have been taken
eare ¢ beiove the war. Eheire can be no AcUb% that was Bhe proper time

$¢ do it and heve the standing of your prople in these matters recogn

but the difiiculty is that it was not done and my own opinien is thatl™ =

the best that you can do under the circumstences is 1o accept the com= .
ditions which your friends hawe been able to wori cut for you and, l&avv
all olher matters stand yntil after the conclusion of the war.

N : Iw!

Yours sincerely,.
i,

(Signed,) Fi 8. 'Seotta g

#
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C. Lesslie Wilson ' TRl G|\ TN
Ontario Registrar. H. F« Machellj Fad
: : kssistant istrars

DEPARTMENYT OF JuoT.iCL
MIL1ITARY wonvive BRANCH

OFrICE OUF UnTaniv REGISTRAR :
Under Military Service Act.

TOronBStario,

June 27th, 1818.
,Board of Trade Building. : :
ov
4+—&-. Reesor, Esq.,
Piekering, Ont.

Dear Sir:-

The Central Appeal Juoge has now ruled that Tunke!
ers and Ontario Mennonites are not excepted from the Military
Service Act. Therefore, 2li members and adherents of the Church
born gince 1882 ana now 19 years of age &nd in the iulure as they
become 19 pears of a2ge, must regliaster under the Aet. When their
¢asag coms to be dealt with, they nmay raise whatvever claims for
exemotion sivher from truwll serviee or combatent service as they wms
Wey uve aavisea.

»
You had botver see that 211 the persons in your congrega-
tion coming within thd anove description register at once if
they have not alreedy done s0s

In view o0f what has passea petween usg, I venture to ngain
eell your attention tTo the sdvisapility of the members of your
comunrity holding a conterenc> wita a2 view to seeing whether
you cannot See your way to make & compromigse on the gubject of
non-corbatant service with Hospital Corps or other non-combatant
units. With the example of pour brethern during the Nepoleonic
wars aznd aquring the Americen Civil War, it seems to me that you -
gshould find some better use for your young men then having ihem
sent (o prison., : '

7
»

Yours trul

e

v, Lesslie wilson,
ONTak10 REGISTRAR

_ Per W. R, Smyth, b
WRS-P. : CHIEF PUBLIC REPRESENTATI!
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Re. Military Service Act.

Vineland Ont., July 3rd, 1918.
Brethren:- Greeting.

This letter is being sent to all those whose names have been
anthorized by the Govermment to be signed to Certificates. It seems that
Such have received -communieations from the Registrar's O0f{ice, Toronto,
Bearing the following information end stuggestions, or similar mappem:-

"The Central Appesl Judge has now ruled that Tunkers and
Ontario Mennonittes are not exempted from the Military Service Act."- -
"In view of what has passed between us, I venture to again
¢all your attention to the advissbility of the members of your community
holding a conference with & view to sceing whether you cannot see your
way to make a compromise on the subject of non~cdombstant service with
the Hospital Corpse or other non-combatant units, =--=."

A reply was sent in the name of the Committee, in which
the following statements were made bearing on the guestions mentioned.
: "Permit me to sey that our stending on the article of
war, and our attitude toward all military service, as expressed in the
resolutions of the General Conference of the Mennonite Church, in 1917,
and the Conference of the Tunker Chureh, has becn handed to the Government
at Ottawa. The arrangemente Watch have been made with the Government and
the Depart,ent coneerned, regarding our brethren who may be ealled for
serviee, are being complied with, and this far have proven satisfactory.
"Ihe Hon, F. 8. Scott, of Galt Ont., has kindly consented
to represent our interests with the Government, and Mr. W. G. Weichel has
been active in rendering assistance,sinece his residence in Watdrloo Ont.
hag constantly brought him in touch with our people. Our Committee has
much apprecisted their serviees, and, formthe sake of avoiding complicabi
tions and misunderstadings which naturally result from general sorrespond-
ance, we prefer that all matters effecting the Government be referred to
the above mentioned Gentlemen.- - ~ "

From the gbowe, it will be noted that we womsider it ine
advisable to reopen the questions which have already been taken into cone-
sideration with the Government at @ttawa. 80 do so now, would be to invite
complications whith our friends, Mr. Scott and Mr. Weichel, have been
able to adjust and aviod. Sinee we have dealt with the O0fficials at
headquarters, it would not be wise to mike the questions & local affair.

We have offered to give any information that might be needed so far as
Loeal matters are conecrned.

The decison of the Chief Justiece does not effect ourd
present arrangement with the Gove nment concerning the release of our
brethren from service. Thep Present arrangement was made on aecount of the
opinion being given that our brethren were not -exceptocd and not exempt.
'hey are obliged to register and are then given their lewve of absence.

Let us wqteh and pray that the -Lord may deliver us from
the trials and temptations that surround us on every hand, Let us keep
humble before Him and faithful toward Him, interceeding in behalf of the
eonditions that have brooght about the sorrows of the world, that we may
assist in bringing about the restoration of peace and good will among
men. May His will be done inall things.

Yours in faith and se:rvice, :
8. P. Coffman,

4

£

For the Gommitteo%\';/g
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Vineland Ont., Julycl9th 1918,
nomas Reesor,
Piekering Ont.

Dear Brother- Greeting in the name of the Lord,
Your letter of the 18th Inst., received and

noted, I am enclosing several copies of the Statement of our position
onnthe question of militery service, and trust that you may be able to m

| meke use of them,

I am in favor of having the report of the Statutes regarding

the mennonites and military service printed, and made use of in a judicious
manner by omr NOn-resistant Organization, and I believe that it will be
a good thing to place it in the hands of some of the members of Parliament.
I had a letter from Brother Heise yesterday and he thinks that we should
be on our guard,.  and watch the developments , since it is evident that
Parliament will meet in extra-ordinary session in the near future
and we will then be in a apostion to have our interests looked after
if we see the members in time snd have them take an interest in our ease,
We should not think of ask 1ng them to bring eany new legislation before
Parliament now, since there is an emtze amount of prejudice against us,
We will be sarisfied with what we have under present conditions, pro-
vided the Government again renews its pledge o0f total exemption when the
conditions are more favorable to us, or rehter , we willbe satisfied

if the Government allows us to understand that our privileges are not

~“now taken away from us,

I am giving you a statement hrerewith regarding the expenses which
have acerued on account of corresponden ce for the Committees and for the
8-R.R.0. Since last November I have used & thousand printed envelopes,
and meking a rough estimate of a thousand shects of letter paper., I am
putting in a bill for postage to cover what has been-used since the last
allowance was made for the same, or at least the most of what was used.

1000 Printed envelopes, $2.25
1000 Letter paper 1.50
Postage 10,00

o 15
The enclosed bill, receipted, will answer for the settlement of

’M\»thls account, and please enter an itemm on your books for the seme

‘gw.x—r-"

&>

amount from Vlneland without stating the name, This will balance ¥0ur
books and show an 1tem of expense from the fund, The reason that

doing this is on account of the fact that there has been funds sent to us
for our personal use in the work and we have felt that thep actual outlay
should go into your fund, even though we feel that we do not want to

make the draft on your funds for the amount,
Some contributions came to us, from some of the Amish congregations,

‘which were sent in apprecaition of whht "was done and to help bear the

expenses and time spent., Time, of course has been the largest item with
me, but it is rather a difficult item to estimate and to valpe. If any of
these contributions were intended for the general fund they should be
placed there and reported. 8here may have been &ome misunderstanding in
scme of these items, and I will be glad to have them cleared up.

T axnd Brother Hogver get along with his appeal case? Hope all is
!5,- ,tter egin, but not strong yet.
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Wemorsndum of Extracts frem Dominion Government Records
which appear to relate to Section 7 of the Military Service Act'1l7,.

»1868
That a sub-section, of Section 17, of the Act 31 Victoria, Chapter 4Q
is as follows: Any person bearing a Certificate from the Society of
Quakers, Mennonites or Tunkers, or any inhabitantsof Camnada of any
religious denomination, othorwisg subject to military duty, but who,
from thciéoctrines of his religion, is averse to bearing arms and re
fuses §O§;0n31 military service shall be exempt from such service when
ballotted in time of peace, or war, upon such conditions and under
such regulations as the Governor in Council may from time to time pre
seribe. That under this Section all the persons above pentioned, amdd
the Mennonites are expressly included, are absolutely free and exeump
ted by the law of Canada from military duty or service, either in
time of peace or war. That the intention of the Act in conferring
of making conditions and regulations was
upon the Governor General in Council the Power, to enablg the Govern=-
ment to provide, if‘necaouary. for the registration of the exempted
porlons 1n such & manner as to prevent persons b.lenging to any other
duncnina&inulthau those specified in the ;qnainn ﬁi~tha<ﬂnt ‘above gquot
ed from avoiding military duty under false pretences. That the con-
stitution does not confer upon the Governor General in Council any
power to over-ride or set aside, under any circumstances, the plain
meaning of statute law, and he recommends that this explanation be
conveyed to the Mennonites in Ruseia. |
The Committee concur in the foregoing report, and advise that

a copy of this minute te transmitted by Your Hxcellency %o the

Barl of Ximberly.

(8igned) John J. lcGee,

L Llerk

© The Minister of the Interior.

PITRLNS T, IOEK L Yaaiee

Department of Agriculture,
Imigration Branch,
Ottawa, July 23, 1873.

Gentlemen:

I have the honour under the instruction of the

B ————
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Vineland Ont., August 19th 1918,
Thomas Ressor, Tres.
Pickering Ont. i
Dear Btother:- Greeting in the name of the Lord,
Your letter #f the 15th instent received, I had copies of the

" lists of names of the Ministers and bishops of the several Churches

represented in our Organization as well e&s the rewisions of those lists,

I made out complete lists as revised and have sent them on to Mr, Scott,
All of the ministers and Bishops of your branch were ineluded in the list,
This was according to your former arrahigement, Only the Bishops of our
Church, and those acting in that capacity in districts wher2 we have no

Bishop, were included in our list, The Tunker Brethren have sent only

the names of their Bishops, including one in the North West, The

Amish Brahehes have their Bishops names only, The M. B. C. Church have sent
the names of their two presiding Tlders and all of the ministers in the
congregations of the Optario Conference,

There should not have been the misunder standing about these lists
that there seems to have been, Perhaps it was due to the sending of the
lists from the Departments in Ottawa. There may have been some misunder-
standing glso in the way that the matter was presented to the Department,
Some seemﬁ to have had the Idea that only the Bishops were to have the
authority to sign the Certificates and since not all the Churches
were represented by Bishops they were perhaps cut off of the list. I have
made it clear on the lists that &1l of those whose names appear on the list
under the heading of the Church name are authorized to sign certificates,

I am glad that you took this matter up with Mr. Scott. He seems
willing to do all that he can to help our cause, since he more fully
understands the position that we take., Mr. Weichel is slso & faithful
helper and we should be especi#lly grateful for the way in which
he has voluntarily given us aid. Things seem to be settled down to
& state of quietness at present, but we may expect some change about the
first of Detober, or soon after the Fall seeding and harvest are past,
We need to continue our prayers to the Lord for His help,

- Wife has been quite sick with her old Gall Stone trouble. By the
mercies of the Lord she is again improving. Pray for us .

Yours in faith and service,
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To:-
Capt. Tyndale, Ottawa, Sept. 4th, 1918.
Seey. Military Sub-Committee.

Herewith copy of correspondence which Mr. Weichgl
left in my office. The last folio is a list of Bishops
and Ministers in two Branches of the Mennonite Church
who are authorized to sign Membership Certificates.

The A.A.G. M.D. 2, will not accept & Certificate
whech is worded "to the best of my knowledge and belief".
As I come from that part of the country, I know these
boys very well and I am quite sure that the Mennonite
Church does not keep any official record of the members
of their church, and unless the Minister or Bishop who
was present at the time these boys joined the church
would swear to it, I am afraid that it would be impos=-
gible to get a Certificate stating that they knew ab-
solutely that they are members of the Mennonite Church,
end I am of the opinion that these Certificates should
be accepted.

Mejor D.A.A.G (3)
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Vineland Ont. Sept. 19th 1918.
Thomas Ressor:- v :
Pickering Ont. R.R.#2a

Dear Brother:- Greeting in the Mgster's name,
Your letter of the 16th instent to hand. I was ple ased 10

learn of the steps that are being taken by the brethren in Northe Waterloo.
I trust that their efforts will result in doing a practical workafor the
sufferes who are neglected so much in the general provisions made for
felief, The Ffuds that are being colleeted for tne relief of the merchatt
marine branch of the Governments work are no doubt accumulating, but the
soldier sailors or naval branch seems to be receiving the greater attention
of the publie, I think that & fund collected solely for the relief of th
widows and orphnas of the citizen sailors will be appreciated and will be
rightly appropriated, Thre is no doubt but that the same fund would appeal
to many other people if it were brought to their ttention. Under the
conditions that were suggested by lir. Calder, it might be well for the
Comnittee to get together and work out the problem of what causes might
be supported by our non-resistnat bodies and send out a list of such
csuses and allow the peple to donate to any or all as they choose to 4o,

I have learmed thorugh a letter received from Borher Heise that théér brethh
ren are expeeting to get to work at on ce in the collection of the funds

and desire to have it well undé@r way before the nest war loan is inaugurated.
Our congregations are now plannong their colletions and we are palnning
for large contributions, It is omly right that we should -take a large -
interest in the relief work Our people have not been overburdened with
these causes in every district. Quite a number have given to the patriotic
and other funds, but it has bot been the case generally. Ohters have given 4
indiwidually to the war relief work. This is a special opportunity to ,
help in a 1lrge effort, and show appreciation also for what the Government
has done for us. ;

It mey be that the Amish brelheen have not yet taken up an orgemized
canvas of their congregations., ‘Havé you received any informationf from
brother Gascho regarding this matter. He might give some dnformation and g
also Eive some advice as to how the work might be done among the Amish
Congregations. I hope that we may be able to work together in one spirit
in this matter, while the methods and the causes may be quite varied.

You snd the rest of the Committee in that sectionm might be able to get
together and méke some plans for farther work., Will be glad to hear

further regarding the plans and prospects.
Yours in faith,

et A e e A
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To:=

Ottawa, Nov. 5th, 1918.

Capt. Tyndale,
Sec, Military Service Sub-Committee.

I wish to call your attention to the fact that
there are numerous complaints regarding the administrate
ton of the MeS.A. in lilitary Districts Nos. 1 and 2,
in so far as it affects Mennonites and Tunkers, etce

The rules of the Mennonite Church are such that
a male cannot become & member of the church until he
is approximately 21 years of age, &s their belief is
that until a person has attained that age they do not
quite understand what they are doing and, therefore, they
are not allowed to become members of the church in full
standing until they reach that age, as until they are
21 they are known as adherents and it is suggested that
& strong le tter be forwarded to the General Officers
Commanding, and inform them that they mmst accept a
Certificate from the Bishop of the Mennonite Church
which states that the man concerned was &an adherent of

/g»bgpaf{ae»namber of the Mennonite Church.,.

This may look like as if giving a broad opening,
but from my personal knowledge, as I have lived in West-
ern Ontario among these people, I feel quite sure that

‘& Bishop of the Mennonite Church would not give & Cert-

ificate 0 & man who was not an adherent or a bonafide
member of the Church.

Major D.A.A.G (§)
for A/Adjutant-General,
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Experience during the war No 1

[
At the time of the passage of the Military Service act dated 1922: all
the male inhabitants of Canada of the age of 18 and under 60,not exempt
or disqualified by law shall be requified to serve in the Militia.

The former act exempting Mennonites which was drawn up many
years ago appeared to be disputed by the authority in power ,as it was
subject to being discontinued by order in council . with the result that
there-were quite a few of different groupes were drafted for service

As there was no orsgyization ‘among any of the mennonite and
tunker groupés each groupe were put on their own sesources .I had been
ordained Minister in our groupe in 1916 had no pasticular qualifications
to act except the drafted boys personally asking me to do what I could in
their behalf .

at this time myself and Wm Weichel then member of Parliament
got busy with the Military departmént at Ottawa( Mr Weichel representing
North Waterloo)

At this period an order was passed exempting bops of military

e who were baptised and members in &ood standing in their various grou-
s,gpfortunately there was no provision for those that were not baptised
mémbers , of which our grouph had severat, who were drafted. Finally Mr Beari-
nger, an able and influential young men from Elmira Ont had an appointment
with F.5. Scott M.P. for south waterloo, together with myself pleaded for
our boys , stating that as they had never adhered to any other groupe ., gz:§«
should be classed as mambers , all other denominations especially those X
who baptise childern were classed as members . Mr Weichel who had been def-
eated as 4.P. im North Waterloo,still had had much influence in Ottawa.

They spent considerable time at Ottawa ,finally they get an
order passed granting a leave of abfence for the boys }nﬁqpoggion..uht.h
a few of the commanding officers were vary prone to recognise this order .

One of our boys through the influnce of his mother failed to
report when called and was taken to the cemp at Niagara on the Lake and
detained there ,I went over on his behalft; 8 the boy was being questioned
I thought he was rather vague in his ah swers and tried to help him out,but
was respectfully asked to sit down, after all was finishest on the officers
desk, he turned respectful to me and said. Yow are being protected by the
best Government in the world and are not E¥AK cent to show your
cgggggciation“Later T mentioned this fact to Rev L.J.Burkholder ,later to
$:F.Goudie of the M.B.C. groupeplater an organization was created which
was duly named ,Nonresistant relief organization ,for the purpose of hepping
those suffering through ravages and distruction of the war,

I might say this fund has increased into several millions of
dollars and has been expanded over the best past of the civilized world.

With the enerjetic co-operation of the various groupes the organization
included almost all the groupes in Ontario and also the the majority of
the Mennonites of the western provinces.
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Another version of the Military Sevice act not published might be int-
eresting.  the county of Waterloo and district came under the Military
district of London Ont,

apparently there were some unfounded rumors reached headquarters
that the boys of the Waterloo district would defend themselves in a body
On a certain sunday a Sergent was sent from T.ondon to investigate at the
Elmire at the regular service in the forenoon.

I was called to be present with Bro ¥.lM.Bearinger taking the
principle part in the procedings .T happened to be with the officer,who
was visibly moved by the surroundings in general as many of the congregation

- had gathered to witness the proceedings . the sergent told me :-if everyone
wag like this there would be no war.

We retired into Mr Weichel's residence where the military
official drafted his report which stated ; they are the most earnest confide-
ntial people I ever saw, my advice to you is to leave them alone; from that
time there was little trouble if they adhered to the regulations as to quali-
fications .But certain drawbacke were encountered .Certain of the older gene-
ation took the stand that all mennonites were unconditionally exempt from
military service and one Bishop at least refused to take part in the necessary
proceedings ,until he was finally convinced that it was absolutely necessary.
some of the boys which had been under draft were roughly handled when they
refused to don military uniform ,as were a few of the others in the Toronto
district ,who were confined to prison,

ok ke o ok 3k e ok ke ok o ok ok ok ok ok sk ok %k






