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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
MILITARY SERVICE COUNCIL.

130 Sparks Street. Ottawa,Ont.26th October, 1917,

TRIBUNAL CIRCULAR NO.5.

SITTINGS.

Sir:~-

In anticipation of issue of general instructions

the attention of members of tribunals is especially called

to their duty with regard to sittings.

In the terms of the Proclamation and Instructioms,
sittings are to begin on the 8th day of November and are
to continue from day to day thereafter without unnecessary
interruption until the business assigned by the Registrar.
or brought by the public to the tribunal has been completed.

The daily sittings are to begin at ten o’clock in
the forenoon, unless some other hour is fixed by the Regis-
trar. On the 8th, 9th, and 10th days of November, on which
days pursuant to the Proclamation applications for exemption
can be presented for the first time in person, the sittings
sre to continue until at least 5 o'clock in the afternoon.
On November 12th and subsequent days the sittings are to
continue until the business presented to the tribunal for
disposition on that day has been completed.

Members of tribunals to whom these regulations
cause inconvenience will bear in mind that time is of the
first importance and that the essential reinforcements for
the Canadian Expeditionary Force in effect await the con-
clusion of their labours. They will also bear in mind that
they, first of all Canadian citizens, are compelled by law to
sacrifice something more than money for war purposes, and
they must (as soldiers must) perform their duties according
to instructions. The sacrifice of time and the personal in-
convenience asked of them is less than that asked of other
citizens compelled to serve in a military capacity, and they
are permitted to claim compensation for this sacrifice at a
rate which, though small, is not unreasonably so when its
general application is considered.

I am,
Your obedient servant,
E. L. NEWCOMBE,

Deputy Minister of Justice.
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH.

130 SPARKS STREET. OTTAWA, ONTARIO,

27TH OCTOBER, 1917,

TRIBUNAL CIRCULAR NO. 6.

AGE OF IMMIGRANT CHILDREN.

The Superintendent of lmmigration advises that
numerous requests are being received by him for information
as to the ages of children of immigrants as these ages are
shown on the steamship manifest at the time of the arrival
in Canada of the children in question.

He points out that children-up to fifteen (15)
years of age are not infrequently represented by immigrants
as being under twelve (12) in order to obtain the advantage
of the half-fare rate and he suggests that tribunals should
be warned that the presentation to a tribunal of a letter
from the Department of lmmigration giving the age of a child
on arrival in Canada should not be regarded as conclusive
proof that the child mentioned was really of the age stated
especially in cases where the stated age is in the neighbour-
hood of twelve (12) years.

ISSUED BY THE MILITARY SERVICE COUNCIL.




Mennonite Archives of Ontario

-

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.

MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH.

130 SPARKS STREET. OTTAWA, ONTARIO,

INSTRUCT (ONS
AND SUPPLIES.

27th OCTOBER, 1917.

TRIBUNAL CIRCULAR NO. 7.

Sirg-

There are enclosed herewith two copies
of a volume containing a Memorandum of Instructions
for Tribunals, the Military Service Act, 1917, the
Regulations thereunder and the Proclamation of the
13th October, 1917. If you will refer to appendix
2 to the Memorandum of Instructions, you will find
a list of the supplies and forms which it is antic-
ipated you will require and an indication of the
source from which and the channel through which each
of the items referred to will be supplied.

This list should be carefully checked
against the supplies received and if any mistake
has happened, eiher in distribution or transit, the
Registrar or Deputy Registrar of the district should
be immediately communicated with, in order that, on
or before November the 8th, the tribunal will have
everything required to commence its duties and con-
tinue them without interruption. The schedule
noted in that Appendix as receivable from Registrars
through the Post Office will not, under the Regis-
trar’s instructions, be forwarded until such a date
as will permit of its delivery about November 7th.
All the remaining items should be in the hands of the
tribunal not later than the 3rd November.

In order that there may be no hitch in
the commencement of business and its speedy prose-
cution each tribunal will please advise this Branch
on or before the 5th Novemberi-

1. That its two Members have been in
communication with one another.

2 That a place of sitting has been
arranged for. 3

S That the supplies above referred
to have been duly received.
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4. That this circular and the enclos-—
ures have been duly received.

8. That nothing is likely to interfere

with tribunal sittings on November 8th and the
following days.

1f this advice cannot be sent by letter it
may be sent by wire and in that event the single
word "YES" will be sufficient; or if anything still

remsins to be done it may be indicated by mentioning

one or more of the numbers above set out.

I remain,

Your obedient servant,
E. L. NEWCOMBE,

DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
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DEPARTILNT NF JUSTICE.
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH.
#130 SPARKS STREEZT OTTAWA, ONTARIO.
30TH OCTOBZR,1917.
TRIBUNAL CIRCULAR NO. 8.

RZTURNS
TO :

DATE. Undernoted erc the porcontages of total registra-
tion to cstimated population and the percentages of Reports
for Scrvice to total registration: -

PERCENTAGE OF ) PERCENTAGE' OF
TOTAL REGISTRA- ) TOTAL REPORTS
DISTRICT TTON TO LSTIMATED) DISTRICT FOR SERVICE
FOPULAT.ON, ) T0 . TOTAL
' ) : RoGLo TRATION.
Charlottetown 2591 ) Vanicouver 25.39
Toronto 24.158 )Kenora ; £5.06
London 235,87 }St. John 16 .09
Winnipeg 22.54 JHalifax - 14.66
Calgary 21.69 )Winnipeg : 188
Regina 18.17 )Calgary 12.26
Halifax 16.47 )Charlotic town 11,77
8t.. John 15.92 ) Toronto , 9.20
Kingston 15.03 JRegina 6.53
Hpld: 9.70 )Montreal 5.46
Vancouver S JKingston 3.75
Montreal Y JHull 2.17
Kcnora S 8, ) London e Cho
Qucbee 5.85 JQuebee . 3458

It 'is suggested that the cstimated population
for British Columbia is too high and that therc are
actually only 35,000 :in Class I or some scven thousand
‘fower British subjects in that Province now thon in
1911 therc were Class I men of Canadian and British
birth, Perheps it is possiblec that something of the
samc kind may have happened in some of the other dis-
tricts, but, unless it has, it is perfectly obvious that
in the lost fow days of registration the number of
Reports for Service and Cleims for Exemption is going
to be considerably above the average upon which Regis-
trars' staffs have been calculated.

Therc arc two modes in which this situation
can b dealt with. Onc is by increasing the staff so as
to .be able ‘to deal with o considerably increascd number
of popers every doy., The other is to deal deaily with
only such numbers of Reports aond Claims a8 are within the
copacity of the present staff, allowing cny excess over
those to accumulate from day -toinday without even being
taken out of the bags or bundles. The result of this
latter course would naturally be to delay dealing with
this excess, the number of doys delay depending upon the
quantity. -There appears,howgver,to be no objection to
this providing the delay is not so long that a sufficient-
1y long Notice of Hearing can be given to- applicants for
exemption and at the same time 0t so long that tribunals
will be left without wak to de by reason of delay in allot-
ment . o
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It i1 consequently probably be nceessary
for Re-istrars to adopt both methods in part, delaying
dcaling with a nortion of the daily deliveries, but at
the same time increasing their staffs so that what remains
undcalt with will not accumulate to an cxtent that will
permit the tribunals to overtake the work of the Registrars
and leave the former without occupation.

The figures given above are not for
publication,, it having bcen decided that there is 1o
edvantage in giving publicity to the percentage of
Roports for Service to total registration and that,
having regard to the doudtfulness of the calculetion
of population, to publish the »nercentage of total
registration to population might create a wrong
impression

ISSUED BY THE MILITARY SERVICE COUNCIL.
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DEPARTIMENT OF JUSTICE,
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH.

130. Sparks St. : Ottaws,
znth October, 1917. -

dei e S iUl NeL 2

Paragraph 24 of the lemorandum for the
guidance of tribunals is mot quite accurate. Notices
of Hearing of claims for exemption have according to
their instructions been sent by Registrars to men who
on medical examination have been placed in Category
"D", that is to say men whose definite mecical category
cannot at the present time be ascertained. The reason
for sending notices to such men was that the condition %
which preveiled at their categorizatioh might no longer
exist at the time of hearing before & Tribdnal, and
Tribunals were consequently expe tec to deal with such

?éiey nhad not been medically

men in exactly the same way as
examined, viz., by considefing their claims for exemption
on other grounds than physidal condition, and in the event‘
of the other grounds being found insufficient to support
their claims for ekemption, to require them to again
undergo mecical exemination, unless the Military Representative
wes satisfied to havé their final medical categorization
still réméin in suspense. In that event instead of the
notatioh “Not A" the actual medical category npr will. be-
ins%}ed in the column for nedical calbegory.

I have the honour to be,

Qir,

Your obedient servent,

E. L. NEWCOMBE,

DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
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DIPARTIENT 0¥ JUSTICE
b

MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH.

130 Sparks Street, OTTAWA,

2nd November, 1917.

DRIBINAL OIRCUTAR 10,10,

SLT
Tribunal Circular No, 8 was sp
styled and was sent to Tribunals as & result of a
clerical error, the circular being intended for
Registrars and having no relation to Tribunals.
Tribunalis will therefore disregard

same,
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

E.L. NEVCOMBE.

DEFPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE.
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2P RTMENT OF JUSTICE.
MILIT.RY SZRVICE BRALNCH.

130 SPARKS STREZT. OTTAW.., ONTALRIO.

5TH NOVEMBER, 1917,
TRIBUNAL CIRCULAR NO. 1l.

SYNOPSIS OF ORDZRS IN COUNCIL
OF THZ 1374 AUGUST, 1873, AND
6TH DLCEMBIR,1898.

Mo following synopsis of the Ordcrs in Council
of Auvcust 13th, 1873, ond Docember 6th, 1898, roforred to
in Exccption 7 of the Schedulo to the Act, which dcal with
Menonites and Doukhobors settled in C nodoe - It will be
obscrved that these people arc eizceplod ~ltogether from
the operotion of the :ct ond consequently orc not rocuaired
to cleim exemption. ' :

"SYNOPSTS OF ORDIR IN COUNCIL OF
LUGTISD IR TH L8723

T committce of the Privy Council,opproved
by His Emeccllency, the Governor Gsnerol, on the 13th of
sugust, 1873, passed on Order in Council in which on
enfire exomption from ony Military S.rvice o8 is provided
by law, wos gronted to the dcnominotion of christions
colled Menonites, o8 their foith forbids the beoring
of arms.

"SYNOPSIS OF ORDER IN COUNCIL OF
DECHIMBEZR 67H,1898."

M™e committec of the Privy Council, anproved
by his E.:icellency, the Covarnor Goneranl, on the 6th of
Deccmber, 1898, nasscd an Order in Council in which 2
comple te and unconditional excmption frem lilitory
Service was gronted to all Doukhobors settled permencntly
in Cormda, upon the production in each case of o certifi-
cate of membership from the proper cuthoritics of their
Community.

ISSUED BY THE MILITARY SZRVICE COUNCIL.
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
==  MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH & ==

130 Sperks Street, Ottawa, Onterio; §
November 5th, 19174

: TRIBUNAL CIRCULAR NO, 12.
Application
of Military"
Service Acte.

Tribunals will remember that the Military Service
Act applies only to British Subjects and that the
Proclomation of October 13th applies only to men who wére
unmerried or widowers without children on the 6th July,
1917, ond are between certain ages. Consequently men
not coming with"the description indicated have no duty
whotever under the Act, They ore not required to cloim
exemption or report for service.

Similarly any person who comes within the ex-=
ceptions contained in the schedule to the Act are eb=
souved from any duty under it :

With regard to the exceptions it moy be observed
taat it has been decided that exception 5 covers the
cases of all men who have served overseas, whether or
not they have been in contact with enemy infantry ond
thot the ordersein-council referred to in exception No.7
refer to Menonites and Doukhoborse

It is not intended, however, that Tribunals
should assume any responsibility as to the decision of
ony case in which the applicability of the stotute is
doubtful. In oany such cose the men concerned should be
ad ﬁsed thot the Tribunal has nothing whatever to do |
wi questions of alientge, oge, marriage Or &ny question
&8 to whether on individuol does or does not come within
cn exception. Tribunals are constituted for the special
statutory purpc.e of deciding on cloims for exemption
%%dgugggggc%ggg%on 11 of the Act ond have no other duty

ISSUED BY THE MILITARY SERVICE COUNCIL.
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

-y, 8

_ MILITALRY SERVICE BRANCH

7150 SEARYS STREET. OTTAWA, ONTARIO

SUPPLIES.

TRIBUNALS! CIRCULAR NO. 13,

"""""""""""""""""" "(ﬂj e

o

Tribunagls will carefully compare Appendix
2 to the Memorandum of Instructions with the schedule
pf claims to he disposed of by them after this has
been completed by the addition of claims made
personally on the 8th, 9th and 10th days of November
and of claims referred to them by the Registrars .up
to about the 15th of November. They will thus
ascertain whether the cuantity of supplies furnished
as set out in the schedule are sufficient and will
at the earliest possible moment requisition any
additional supplies and forms that they may need
from the R-gistrar or Deouty Recistrar of the di
in which they sit.

strics

Tribunals should be in a position to
ascertain whether they will require any further forms
and supplies at the latest by the 17th November and
will msake reguisition for any more that they are
likely to require immediately so that their labours
will not be interfered with by any lack of forms.

I+ is to be observed that the gupplies ;
for example of envelopes, as sSetl out in the Appendix
referred to are calculated as being sufficient only
for the perfermance of the formal duties which fall

envelopes

to tribunals and thet the use of forms of
for memoranda or general vorrespondence will almost

inevitably exhoust this supply prematurel¥, The

] i 2 ] ene ral
intentiqu wos thot, 01, £22 B pose of PeoLith 85uid

not be forseen, the supplies purchased locally by
the tribunal itself would be made use of,
I have the honour to be,
oir,

Your obedient servant,

E. L, NEWCOMBE

DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICZ.
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DREARTMINGT OF JUSTICE

-y

MILITARY SIRVICE DRANCH.

130 SPARKS STREHET OTTLVE , CANADA . «
Tribhunal Circulor No. 15. 12%th November,l1917.
o 5 N

There a2re enclosed hercwith, for your
information, prints oi tThe Regulations contained in
Orders-in-Council PC. Z118 <¢nd »169 poessecd respectively
on the 6th and 9th November, 193%, and Order-in-Council
(PC. 3168) relating to absence without leave pagsed on
9th November. The %we latter provide for the course
to be adopted in regord vo mwenl vwho have failed to comply
with the Proclamation aad such men will he .directed to
the nearcst depot’ bhattolion or dewot provided for theé
surpose of dealing with men in default.

lembers of “ribundls will, however, make
o note of the nomes and addresses of defoulters so direc=
ted ond Torward thec same to the Registrar of their
district. ‘

In any specicl cuses, such as that of & man
wholly incapacitated by lack of & 1imb or otherwise '..f
from military service, wiele 2piluse to comply with the
Proclamation has been due wholly 0 misunderstonding, and
theve is-0o-possibidity of tae men's services beinz made
4se of in 2 military capacity, tribunals cad advise the
‘mén to submit the facts in writing to this Branch, when
they will be submitited to the Minister  for his considerds=
+ion and for action, if thouzht preder, under Paragraph
XV of the Regulations.

T have the honour %o be,
Vour obedient servant,
E .LG 13.2%]0 OI\‘IBE. ;

DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE.

ENC.

1é
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH.

ROYAL BANK BUILDING OTTAVA, ONTARIO,

MAaRCH 13TH ,1918,

EXEMPTION OF )
INDIANS FROM )
COMBATANT )

)

SERVICE. The attention of members of Local Exemption

Tribunals is called to the attached copy of Registrars:
Circular No. 147, dated 22/1/18, and copy of Order in
‘Council,tP. C. 111, dated the 17th day of Jeanuary, 1918,

with reference to the exemption from combatant service

of certain British subjects, including Indians.

ISSUED BY THE MILITARY SERVICE COUNCIL.

ENCLOSURE.
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DEFARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH.
ot OTTAWA, ONTARIO.

50 SPARKS STREET,
T30 -SPAK 5 JANUARY 22, 1918.

REGISTRARS' CIRCULAR NO. 147

CIRCULAR MEMORANDUM TO REGISTRARS
AND DEPUTY REGI STRARS.

EXEMPTION )
FROM COM- )
BATANT SER- )
VICE OF CFR-)

TATN BRITISH) Confirming the Circular Telegram of the 2lst
SUBJECTS. )
instant, there is now enclosed herewith & copy of the
Order-in-Council, dated the 17th Jasmuary, (P,C.111), pro-
viding for the exemption from combatant service of certain
British subjects disqualificd from voting a2t a Dominion
election and for the making of claims for exemption on
behalf of Indians through the Indian Agents
Any pending cases will be dealt with in terms

of this Ordér—in—Council. Even if the claim for exemp-
tion by a person who would be entitled to the benefit of
the Order-in-Council has already been disposed of adverse-
1y to him by the tribuhals he will not be sent sny Order
to Report for Duty. If his rights under the Order-in-
Council are in doubt, the claim will be referred to the
appropriate Tribunal for re-consideration. cases of men
who have been ordered to report for duty will not be dealt
with by Registrars but will be left to The Leave of Abscnecc

Boards to deal with,

ISSUED BY THE MILITARY SERVICE COUNCIL.
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AT THE GOVERNMENT HOUSE AT OTTAWA
Thursday the 17th day of January, 1918.

PRESENT:

HIS EXCELLENCY,
THE GOVERINOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL.

WHEREAS petititions and memorials have been received
from and on behalf of Indisns pointing out that in view of their
not having any right to vote, they should, al though natural born
British subjects, not be compelled to perform military service,
and that in the negotiations of certain treaties expressions
were used indicating that Indians would not be so compelled,
an instance of this recently brought forward being the expression
of the Lieutenant Governor in negotiating the North West Angle
Treaty @s it apoears in the despatch of the 14th of October,
1835é9quoted in Morris:; Treaties of Canada with Indians, pp. 50
an 3 :

AND WHEREAS petitions and memorials have also. been
received from and on behalf of percsons formerly subjects of the
Emperor of Japen but naturalized in Canads, pointing out that,
although naturalized, they are not in the Provinces in which
they reside entitled to vote under the existing franchise laws
and that since they are consequently not entitled to any benefit
by reason of their naturalization, either within or beyond
Ccanada, the obligation to perform military service should not be
imposed upon them by law,;

AND WHEREAS in the War Time Elections Act 7-8 George V.
¢.39, Parliament provided tnat the naturelized persons thereby
deprived of the franchise should by reason of that deprivation
be relieved from the duty of performing combatent military ser=
vice and it would appear just and reasonable that a similar
course shculd be pursued in relation to other franchised persons,
whether natural born or naturclized subjects of His Ma jesty,

AND WHEREAS, in view of the foregoing, the Acting
Minister of Justice on the recommendation of the Central Appeal
Judge and with the concurrence of the Hilitary Service Council,
has recommended that the following Regulations be added to the
Military Service Regulations:

THEREFORE His Excellency the Govermor General in
Council, by virtue of the powers conferred on the Governor in
Council by the Militery Service Act, 1917, The War lMeasures
Act, 1914, or otherwise, is pleased to make the following
additional Military Service Regulations and the same are hereby
made and enacted accordingly:-

REGULATIONS.

The Honourable
The Minister of Justice.
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By 0o X1k,
...2_.
REGDREATI ONS:
14a, Any British subject who, under the laws in

force from time to time is discuslified from voting at a
Dominion election, otherwise than under Section 67 of the
Dominion Elections Aet, R.S.C. 1906, or Section 6 of the
War Time Elections Act, 7-8 @Geerge V, Chapter 39, shall be
entitled to exemption from combatant military or naval
service, unless he has in fact voted at a Dominion election
although at the time disqualified from so doing.

18a, Any Indian Agent may make application for the
exemption of any Indian attached to the Reserve over which
such agent has jurisdiction and it shall not be necessary
for the Registrar to assign to a local tribunal any applica-
tion made or transmitted by an Indien Agent on behalf of an
Indian, but the Registrar shall forthwith issuve to such
Indian and transmit to the Indian Agent for delivery to
him a certifieate of exemption from combstant military ser-
vice, In the event of any man thus exempted from combatant
military service being hereafter called upon to perform eny
military duty he may then put forward any claim for exemption
even from non-combatant service which he may then have.

(sgd. ) RODCLPHE BOUDREAU

Clerk of the Privy Council.
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ot % !%ILE”AET ,::FFVICE BRANCH |
ROYAL BASK BUILIENG OTTAWA, ONTARTO,
MARCH 187TH, 1918,

CIRCULAR NZMORANDUM T9 I,0CAL TP_L BURALS NO. 23,

There"is enclcsed herewith a new edition of

~ the Menwal for the Guidaice of Tribwnls wita a revisions

last willi continue to apply to &ny ceses in which the new

procedure indicated in the present Mamual has no+t been follaved

by registrars, but where questionm ires have issued and M.S.A.






