Mi’% —‘&)‘R __‘\.»\‘\* ’4\4'\‘.’
nnmArchlves of OrglgbJ R % ,

4 \f‘.? ,M,h S M O

A . BN £y S N el --;t?hb
; PR, NSV N vb&\ ~ AP BN
s 2T — 3R, "\»o-ﬁ-m&\ \gﬁ =N .{ﬁ»‘?.;.. ;}, o Dasr

MB\ } K\é“ NW\ Xy = S i {».} Ay "-‘5::)\\»
,,,W‘» W RN
e D 2

" N‘-N;-) ﬂ\aaﬁyi” «:v»&-t-&.ﬁ\ 3&{ ad )&QQ

’}L W ot el

o Bt s o e
- L - AN \g—w g, 1
L i
"3““' “.) /-»LJ—AQ\ FrRr— "3' \:N.‘-a.;.; e

‘*- - f‘ Bk .%“"* 3.7
W '> ;‘__

A, 2 "5‘“53

T RN

.4,\@\ R e SR

I AR S—

E %

M.S-’)\
—py

3 N
\"‘“‘QM Ny P *’.'}»‘_,”.,ﬁ,
,._.s\w&»&&: a\mt 2 > NS
‘ Q\ $) ¥:>& . . T E‘ e
«A\ . : W\Ai x\za@ﬂ\" ““‘“"""’“\\
W\M Q-Q\\” £\ 3”%’%

m}w ) TE o~ oy,

\\\ \WJ
o U D@WQ AL s

I

@

%%

3
Y




T'ﬁ’)h\

\\

e ﬁt“a

-;‘-J !s‘u

-‘kb’; W/
f v g

o

J/(:J—‘ 1/-:-{/» ot g
/ ,)f, .-_441- 2 2 -uﬁ‘“’(’@“’ d}?MAg # :
> = o —— L A 7 ¥ «&.t -ijn{i*"'r 1
&quy Wg? 0,V 2w .

Lecoig P 7, (Y7, 27 sl M
,&&:m /p,,,we:ﬁxr:" s lonmy

=/ Fevs Dot : s ; -
g,&a,r.-/ #7 ,\&v‘&vﬁp : d" 5B y'm ,..MJ {}'—2- ﬁ g

ﬁ'i - a,a\ it .. f;\m»{ﬁm‘s\f ﬁxﬁg{

£ J

%"’* (e 7;““““3’ /\mﬁ*@“ :ﬂ'ﬁv&«c‘«d@ “’M
_ﬁ,__,é:ﬂ\m o 4.&‘ Y}\: Sz ‘m‘(_\ l*'.

Ol Yy L “‘*3"?““
- R L G
P (s .Ew" i
Ceagtf Oy, o 4‘2& waih. > M« %) fc;,.

-qq-\:—:m\\.\
N RSOt WS NN I NI AT

S

i Q =t - el
OM ;,may M'&i "‘5‘“

q\*é ﬁ?’%j{ M»’#‘ W e

v, f;.w S Ler 6 Z’&,e:‘«wZu(J/ai
ggmi‘PJ?/Wd M‘sét/Q(?ﬁﬂ

&’/Mz (31 P22 W"f

-.\,,

T RO R e e PR et o - = Lo ol L



SR e e

Mennonite Archives of Ontari o .
AN N

RN TIRe soeesl p\“&&ﬁ\\x

SaUEE bW RE — g ¥ ~aenWa
R SERES it Bheaces. S2D ENesd $

THSD TS e, \M B\ N SRR N

i VTR R\ S «A.:&;.&'\ %m B,
. N
g v-f\:\,_m RS e W\;«a g
. ol b i -l
i s L e e
e -:m 1""\;;”3:“*‘
SURR | ~ala et — AR esd oD

W M‘%‘
A’Z‘WJ".}W\X Sonmctes
aﬂnZ‘M, MW} %’ MJ
,5:7‘ \"‘k%———z",‘ﬁukzp.w
AT/ >
sz f"\ ] M/aé/c«;z

Tt ad iz ) ol

v SenT




SeIBIIL SoardIIY,
_ Mennonite Archives c}f%ntalgo

(g + il ™ N ~ e
‘ _’~”~B~» V—g J‘-o“ \'f\-‘i‘\ N \e M«}. 4‘\\\&% N %
m-uh!’ e N N\,@_&s\ A~ ,..A*X\ \ S . »}3 ;\\\‘_ i >
T el I\JW‘* N W(‘}\ Sl

\-""‘S“""\*\k o ./w\w pomennd, X M
v\%ﬁ s’ \'»“W\ E\“fﬁs&} *\»w

3; ,D_ﬁ\ (Mw D \

rd
NN BN, e : v
e N;_ﬂ\ Y D*-" M\ o PO SR Y ¢
Q:"‘b‘—ﬁ—r—aﬂ 5.)~ M: §~:"3 -
3—\\ -"\‘\\ ( 5 -as-»\s PR, e N\

> o,

. T&X—JJ& . iy M«F\‘._‘?‘\‘ — L Ry S a0 Sl

o -a»qr-\s-,:\;\&“ = M‘)""v\‘\%{\ Q\‘)\:_ 23 _Y IO

. SRS )( B PN

= NN

N § A
g PN NSl N V) —Nad TR
£ 3R e Aua DN X e A X %

\g’\\- TN e g. \ SN e,
R \“’ \o,s;\;%&” w’fm o
g i &h»‘x&& A
s 3 " L) LR IS SEEAN ’\‘\; SN N
== ‘*KWQ&_‘ \:\“\(\\*&
NM M‘:ﬁg~,‘ m\:’J\; N \
N\’\ b ) M

EN TN

\’_A.N\vq& D-vaﬁ.A O

3Wj§_ /é“""’?&?’a-?zf.‘
WT&«?‘M, anConeaell A€,

WM M.
‘ m;:z(w WW

! ’C,. e /MMM-“WM

a. %W%: qu@#;Mj
\? W {Wm—'&‘ﬂ/

/434,&44/

it Grermas,
M//‘uzz_ = Rowd ] eeflecz
/v



i
g
i

e o

%]
: ¥ y %&*‘v.
W A

A}he United States and Canada. The léttar,hoing a part of the British Em~ |

. Atary servicg,were made rore than a cuarter of a century afber the first

Ugﬁ\argns II,to give the Mennonlbtes exemptiaﬂ‘frﬁn'nll m&iitavyzig
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OUR BRETHREN IN CANADA.
“%Mso far as the war was concerned were quite diffcron‘é}a

pire, wae in the struggle from its beginning. Laws in the two countries

differed greatly #@ifdiig# in thelr applications jo Mennonites and non= ﬁ
i

resistance, hence it will be necessary to yrit en separatelysy on 'S
S0 far as the g concerned : §

docirine

a number of points. FHSFEIHFS/IPIET POV

same and ¢an be considered together.
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they were the

2

e

The first laws for Mennonites and others, exenpiing tlhem from mile

&
t
it
T
&
-
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settle of that faith on Canadian soil. At the timo that the law wes

7
passed,in 4808, ,under King George the IIl,, there were two large setile™®

N
mentef/o# in Lincoln,and GrigfAn WaterloiQCGunties. Ij}kﬁﬁ? anofther law
was passed which gave exemption from ?ilig;;zng;ty toAﬁhcse who @ad con= ;
scientious soruples azainst war. It NedPddiidt  thousht by people outﬂi‘%
of Canada that this law was passed in order to have the Rusaian Mennonitgé
move Lo Canada, but that was seversl years before the Canadiang knew of v%
any unrest among the Mermonites in Ruscia, causgd by the revoeation ofr i'
the exemption promised the MennonitGS'QL‘Germany on conditions that th.{!;f
cettle 1n Russis. K.H.Bwept scys, "It should be noted that the ewemptioms
of Mennonites #M gLéf# uekers and others from militery duty’doegﬁﬁat
rest upon, or date from, an Orderﬁgg;bouncil adonted in 187§ (This 48
the date of #%# moking final plans with the Mennonites in ﬁuasia.) but
upon a statute éf law passed in 1867, vhich is not & measure of 5Q33ﬁ§
of a speciel inducement to intending settlers, passed for the quﬁhiﬁggfé'
but a statement of polliey and principle." Bro. 5. Fo. Coifman jfi#éig': i
" Bne law of 1387 is cited in the Order- in-Council of 1878." Wi Thess

thres

A}aws were not war measures, but_made in times of pP aca.

When the Russian governmen refused to support the promise of
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nt a committee Lo America te examine the laws of Canada and the United

_‘ates. The Canadian Govermment, by an Order-Jf~boun01l paseed July &3, ; ;
- G ,4&; MW" ;i 'i
/ 873, extendea very satisfactor’ty}%n thc following which 1s a part of | |

Lthe order: "An entire exemption from military service is by law and Orders
',m-council granted to the denomination of Christians called MGnnonitas.
: The fullest privilege of exercising thelr religious vrinii #ﬂ is by
law afforded to the Mennonites without any kiné of molestation or restrie
tion whatever."

While this order was passed primarily for the beneflt of the Russian v
Mennonites hhd, on the strengih of this order, moved to Wsetern Cenada,

in a1l »pnarte of the Dominion
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f the same favor was accc
wntil after the great World War broke oul. From that time on there was
a distinction made betwesen Lhose in Eastern and Western Canadaes Practi=
e2lly all the Russians lived in the Western part, and despite the change
in the law, the pledge which had becd given to these people was still

held sacred, and their young men were noit reguired o entrain,.

in the Milltar{ Service Aet of 4917 L %
™e condition of exemption which »rimarily affecbed the Mennonites i
% the |

ic as follows: "That he consecientiously objects $§f undertekdng of com=

batant service and is prohibited from so doing by the tenets and articles T\f

of faith, in effect on the 6th. day of 'July, 1917, of any organized re~ L
ligious d-nomination existing and well organized in Canada at such date, 4

!

and t® which he in good faith belongs. A certificate (of exemption) may

be conditionzl as to the time or otherwise, and, if granted solely on

conscientious grounds, shall state that such exemption is from combataht
gervic: only." '

While this section of the exemption was applied to iennonites and
Punicers, and while they were obliged to neke application for exemption
thereunder, the signing of such a statement would have obliged them to cm

compromise their faibh. and many qualified the statement by writing in,

"which forbids all military serviee." The Act did not describe the ndn=

S




I!en onlte rchiveitg Ontario W
res faith, eoxcept as made for those under the Order«d4f-~Counecil of

8
1873.

It was fortunate for the Mennonites in the West that Bro. Norman B.
Stauffer, a2 Mennonite Bishop was so located as to make it necessary for
him to pass_tbroggh Calgery very frequently, and in doing so, usually
called on thekﬁegistrar. In meny inatabces he had occasion to sign papers

for some of the young men, and in so doing, became well aequainted with

those whose duty it was to cptcrnLno who, hould and who should not be ex-

--_..

used from military sevv‘cei‘in Vestern Caq dﬂ. Here it was not the in=

tention that the liennonite >%ﬁvs should rezister, but beeause of a mis=
wnderstanding, some of them did. Because of this, some of Lhem were calld

-

and even to report for duty. After several

e
g o
e
9]
b |

ed for medieal sxamina

Jcm,excused.
- 4 e o 7 3 4 7 y, N = - -4 2 4
éz As the war coniinued the 1fficia1€ tanted some¥rineg by which they

might know d:finitely who were Mennonites and who were not. This E%de

it necessary to gebout certificates of memberﬁhia‘sbowing their standing
in the Church and the date ff when they became members. Those who became

members after the passing of the conseription laws were not supposed te
X those :

be exempted’ but later arrangements were made so that #ghig of liennonite

parentage who had been regular atteddants at Church and had subsequently

united with the Church in good faith were given the same privileges as

tho

w

¢ who had been membsrs preovious to the passing of the Acte
They did not have the "work or fight" plan here, but they especially
urged that sinee their sons were exempt ,Mennonite farmers should do all
that they could to produce food, which resulted in a large inerezse im
the acreage of wheat and other food stuffs. On the whole the Mennonites
here fared very well, and many of them were very grateful to God and te
ha officials for ths recognition glven to their religious convictionse
In Eagtern Canada there seemed to be more uncertainty smong the of-
ficials as to the exact status of the Mennonites. They wanted to be true

to previous promises, and at the gome time eﬂrry out the requirementt of 4/

1 & -
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A
fally the committee appointed by the Ontario Mennonite COnrerenca,\t.o apr=
range with government on this matter, stood for no service under the mile
itary establishment. The Order-in-Council made provisions for exemption,
but when made on religious grounds, exemption would be granted from com=
batant service only. These were doys of anxiety. A letbter was sent to the
Department of Justice for an interpretation of the Act as it effected the
Mennonites. Reporis were circulated that the Ontario Mennonites would be
exenplted. A meeling of representatives from the Mennonite and Amish PPl
- Churches in the Distrie wag:éalled to meet at Kitchner, Ont., for pray=-
or for help and direefion in this time of extreme need. An answer fié
to the letter sent to the Department of Justice was received just hefore
the meeting stating that the matter had been brousght befors the Council
of i:alit.ia a;d;Zh a:.ft,,it.had been decided that the Mennonites were under
the ﬁ:oopt.xon @and had no duty to perform whatsoever. The meeting for
prayer was changed to a meeting for praise. '

A1l porsons under the Military Serviee Aet (not ineluding those
wh:':empted) were required to register. This led to complications with
the tribunals in the several distriets where the Mennonites lived. The
comuittee appoinged by Gonference mect the Premier and Minister of State
widdld for the purpose of secking a solution of the difficulties. These
officiale advised that all the members of military age should register
and make applications for exemption; that the exeeptions to the Act
were intended primarily for th: Russian lMennonites, and while other Men=
nonites would be required to register they would not be required to take
the medical examination, and could apply for exemption off agcount of thek
religious beliefs It was also stated that they would not be called ex-
sept for noncombatant serviee, but it was doubtful if such serviee would
be required singe that dep riment wos welil supplied, and in case such

service should be required the Conferenge m&”u would again be E




.
Menegpia A PYF S ho made application for exemption was privileged tc ap-

peal from the Local to the District tribunal and from there to the Cen-
tral Appeal Judge at Ottawa whose decision was to be final.
The brethren bade their application for exemption on religious Ffidiiid

grounds as members of the Mennonite or Tunker Church whose faith forbid

‘all military service, changing the printed form to this extent. When the

Local Tribunal gave exemption only from combatant seprvice, or granted

WW
other limited exemvuionql%hsy~apﬁealeé to the Qistrict Pribunal who gen=
erally sustanled thoe decision, and recogndzed our psople as not under the

the Exceptions embodied in the Aeb. AllL app 2l Appeal

D
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Judge were acted on separately. Ab Tirst he also sustuined the first de~

eisionn, but near the close of the war he classified the Meunoniltes ag e
under the.Excéptions and elaimed that neither of the two tribunmals of the
the Cendral Appeal Judge had any right to ach on i

Tt e G r S T P R U MO T e ey el i A RE e B ed g R R ik

From 2 letter writtem by thc Deputy Regilstradp nnder the Military Seph

1886 CASB8Se

vice Act, London, Ont., under the date of November 7, 1947, to the Local
Tribuncz1l, Milverton, Ont.,iz taken the following: "A11 these Mennonite
people of cource, are execepted from the Aet, and as long cos you are fully

t0

gsatisfied that they are

Me"ﬂor tes you have

no opticn but

"

grznt them exemphtion," éLle*te nﬂd Hv the O"t vino Reritetror, GALLHEHE

Toronto, Ont.,dated July 4, 1948, is here quoted in full: Dear Siri~-30
reply to your letter of the Srd. I beg %o inform Yyou thet since out inter
view of the 19th. Ult., we have received instructions from Ottawa that

the Ontario Mennonites are in exsctly the ssme position as the Tunkers,

and sre not excentions to the Aet, but must register and claim exemption

on relisious rrounds in exeetly the same manner &€ other consciehtious
objectors. I understand that the chief Publiec Representalive has written
to the bishops of ﬁhe Mennonite Church in Ontario instructing them that
these men who come in clase I of the Military Serviece Act as now defined

"
will be reguired to register at once if they have nop already Qone so.'
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Mo EaRS WEFistrar in another letter wrote, "In view of what h;s i
passed betwecn us, I venture to again call your attention to the advisas=
bility of the mcmbers of your community holding 8 conferenece with a view
o secing whéhbr you can not see your way Silfd#F to make a compromise on
the cubject of noncombatant serviece with the hospital corps or other
nencombatgnt units. With the example of your brethren during the Nepol=
eonic wars and during the Amerigan Civil War, it seems to me that vou "
could find some bebter use for your young men than to have them sent to
prison." Possibly if thet Registrar had been a litile better versed on
the Napeleonic wars, he would have knowvn that Napoleon excused four men
from the army because they could not conscientiously accept service of
any kind.

Several things are quite #;;%%ﬁ?gom these various communicabions:
Fipst, thers was no clear, well-defined noliey on the status of the Men=
nonites; Second, it depended & grest deal on trhe considerstion vhich the
officer gave to religious cenvictions of these people as to the inter=
pretation which he gave te the laws concerning themj Third, i1t was much
more difficult to get the proper exemption in some distriets thzn in
otherss Fourth, that some of the officials were pretty detormined to
drivg, ihg.RRBEPELSENY 284S SPTYASE8F HPEGARTIPR e House of Commons.
One of ihem writes,"I% is very unfortunate that in the Military Service
Act you‘were not exempt in full,the same as the Russian Mennonites. I
am discussing this question at every opnortunity with those in autboritiy
and will let you know of any change in the situation."” The same party
in another letter wrote, "Np,==--=-- and myself have besn nndeavofing
yesterday and deay to have metters arranged so that your peopls will
be exempt from the operations of thr Orderein=Council recently passed,
calling te colors the young men from ninetesn to twenty-three. In this
we think that we have becn successful. We had an interview yesterday
with the Militla Council. fhe Minister of Militia was present and after
discussing the whole situation thoroughly. it was arrangsd:that we

¥ ﬂ (;:‘ " 5




shodionieysdyas OfPBIP your Church the nemes of bishéps or some one in au- é%
thority who could issue certificates of membership in your Church. The
officer commandin- the military district will then de authorized to ac-
eept these certificates snd allow the men off on leave."

Notice the last thought:l"Allow the men off on leave." Leave of ab~
senee was the solution for the time being. While Mennonites and others

commanding
were required to register,and report to the officer when calied, the of=

ficer have,éhem a leave of absence which could be extended indefinitely.
This plan should have worked without any trouble, but it did not; neither
did it keep their young men away from camp, 6ut of the guard~house, free
. from courtsmartial, or even out of prison. Canada, like most other coun=
tries, has some people Lo whom a little office means # great exaltation
and glory, henee they soon despised the authoritytgétothers had over them
end took matters into their own hands. Such was the case in Ontario, and
some of her young men suffered because of the "heady, high-minded" offi-
cials, Some of these were called before the higher authorities to answer
for their misdemeanor.

By this leave-of-absence plan the nonresictsnt young men who were
Quakers, Mennonites, or Tunkers were allowed to remain st home and thus
ﬂ##ﬁ#@ were among Canada's best producers instead of being required to be
consumers and do no one any good, a8 so many were forced to be in the
United States. Canada was just as loyal, but more judicious than we. Will
we learn the lesson?

The attitude of government Loward the npnreststants was much appre«w
ciated and these denominations united in their efforts to raise a large
relief fund provided that government would use il forj such purposes as
would be aceceptable to the Churche This is exprfszgﬁgé? & resolution

%? the

passed by the committee appointed AyMnnonitvs. EndEd#sf and Tunkers,

which is as follows: ¥
Whereas we, ac Mennonites and Tunkers, whose tencte of faith forbid

#ngaging in any form of milit.ry service in time of peace or war, desi-




1 ' < v

rous Memoniterehivebief Ontedioring the burdens due to the conditions of war, ,Aﬁ

it AT

therefore,

"Resoivéd, That we, the Honresistent Relief Organization, recommend

that a generﬁous fund be raised among the churches 1nteresf;a, which
shall be donated to government as a memorial of arpreciation for the
privilege of religious liberty, and our freedom from military servicej
vhich fund shall be uzed for relief and charitable purposes; and, that
a committee be appointed which shall interview the government for sug*

gestions as Lo the dispesal of the said donation according to our faith.

"we furthel recommend that we encourage a continued support of the
relief and charitable work during the coniinuance of the war, and 80
long thereafter asjgéemed advisable by this organization,”

In a report of this resolution to the Premier of Canada, it was
stated: "We trust, Sir Robert, that this movement may neetb with the
approval of your sovernment, and submit to your judgnent the matter of ¥
conferring with you, or such members of government as you may suzzesty re
garding the purposes of this orgsnization, and chall await your plecasure
end bidding."

A committee from the above orgenization met two idembers of Parlia*
ment at Ottawa, March 27, 1918, and the following is a part of the
committeeds rerort to the churches: "The members of sovernment geve your
committee 2 very attentive hearing and are very much interested in the
purpose of our organization. We presented our netition, a copy of whieh

is enclosed,requesting them to advise a method of proceednre and & prep*

er applisation of the funds to be donated, and we also atated the com=
ditions which at prssent seem to interfere with the carrying out of oub

purpose. We presented to government 2 statement, as per the second en=
closed copy, showing how there appear to be conflicting issues between #he
our nohresistant faith and £h¢ provésions of the Military Service Act,

we asking for some statement or action on the part of government which

may clear up our standing with governmant regarding the Military Serviee
Acts '
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MeRtofite Archiesidf Ontdls.  Jovernment whom we met have promised to take up

these matters with their fellow-members and with the proper officials at
the earliest possible momenp aftezhgaster recess and forward to your
committee a report thereupon. They were glad for our explanation of our
situation and felt to give us the fullest assurance that our interests
would not bo disregarded and our complete exempiion from military serve
ice would be allowed."

Note that the committee had two purposes in meeting the officials?
First, to discuss the question of the relief fund; Second, to try to
get total exempiion from military service. Just six weeks after this int#
interview with the Members of garliament, broe 8« F. Coffman, the sec™
retary of the committee sent out a letter to the churches con$aining the
following information: "The ontario Registrar at Toronto, Mr. C.L. Wilson
has received instruections from the Military Service Council that Menno=
nitesz are oubside of the Aet, and are exempt. Some have already reported
that they are Mennonibtes and have received exemption."

In some congregaticns this fund was most heartily supperted. The
heads of families contributed at the rate of one hundred dollars ocach,
the young men of militery age giving fifty dollars, and the single sig=
ters each thirty dollars. That was a good average.

In Qanada, as hers, the military problems are mot all sodved yeb.
The question of compulsory training is up for consideration, and the

guestion of franchise fbr the conseientious objector sinee the war 1s

over is yet an unsettled question.





