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The Military Service Act

ITS MEANING AND EFFECT

HE MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1917, received the
Royal assent on the 29th day of August, and is now
the Law of the land.

It has therefore become the duty of the Government
to enforce this law impartially, promptly and effectively.

The purpose of the law is to provide much needed re-
inforcements for our heroic and sorely tried troops fight-
ing in Flanders and in France.

To accomplish this end, Parliament has imposed upon
the Civil administration the burden of earrying the Act
into operation.

The selection of the men and the dealing with ques-
tions of exemption are in the hands of the Civil Author-
ities. It is not until the men are actually called to ecolours
that the Militia Department intervenes.

The reinforcements to be raised are limited to 100,000
men, and those from whom they may be raised are divided
into six classes, which are to be called out in the order in
which they are named.

The first class comprises men not in' the schedule of
exceptions who, on the 6th July, 1917, were unmarried or
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widowers without children, are at least 20 years of age and
were born on or since 1st January, 1883. The second class
includes married men or widowers with child or children
between the same ages. The four remaining classes com-
prise older men, the third and fifth classes being unmarried
men and widowers without children, and the fourth and
sixth classes being married men and widowers with a child
or children.

It is the intention of the Government to call out the
first class by Proclamation to be issued as soon as possible.
It is hoped that after all Claims for Exemption have been
dealt with, this class will supply a sufficient number of
men, who are physically fit, to furnish the reinforcements
which the national honour and our duty to those at the
Front demand, and that it may not be necessary to call
out any of the subsequent classes.

The Proclamation calling out the first class will specify
o date on or before which the members of the class must
report for service, or claim exemption on one or other of
the grounds specified in the Statute. °

Forms on which Reports for Service or Claims for
Exemption are to be made, will be placed in the hands of
all Postmasters throughout the Dominion and it will be the
‘duty of every member of the class in question to fill in one
or other of these forms and submit it in the preseribed
manner on or before the named day.

The grounds on which exemption may be claimed
(which are similar to the grounds recognized in Great
Britain and the United States) are as follows:

(a) That it is expedient in the national interest that the man
should, instead.of being employed in Military Service, be
engaged in other work in which he is habitually engaged.

(b) That it is expedient in the national interest that the man
should, instead of being employed in Military Service, be
engaged in other work in which he wishes to be engaged
and for which he has special qualifications.

(¢) That it is expedient in the national interest that, instead
of being employed in Military Service, he should continue
to be educated or trained for any work for which he is then
being educated and trained.

(d) That serious hardship would ensue, if the man were placed
on active service, owing to his exceptional financial or busi-
ness obligations or domestic position.

(e) Il health or infirmity.

(f) That he conscientiously objects to the undertaking of com-
batant service and is prohibited from doing so by tenets
and articles of faith, in. effect on ‘the sixth day of July,
1917, of any organized religious denomination existing and
well recognized in Canada at such date, and to which he
in good faith belongs. :

No Claim for Exemption should be put forward unless
one or other of these grounds in fact exists, and no loyal
citizen should assist in, or allow himself to be made a party
to, any Claim for Exemption unless thoroughly satisfied
that it is made in good faith.

All Claims for Exemption will be disposed of by local
tribunals established for the purpose to the number 1,250
and upwards throughout the Country.

Each of these tribunals consists of two members, one
of whom is appointed by the County Court or Distriet
Judge, and the other by a Board of Selection established
by the House of Commons and the Senate and nominated
half by the Prime Minister and half by the Leader of the
Opposition. These tribunals are entirely non-partizan and
non-military and their local knowledge should enable them
to deal intelligently and justly with the claims that come
before them.

Provineial appellate tribunals and a central appellate
tribunal for the whole of Canada are also provided to secure
uniformity of interpretation in the application of the law.

No man will be required actually to join the colours
till after a date which will be fixed by the Proclamation
sufficiently late to permit the local tribunals to dispose of
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most, if not all, applications forwexemption which may
come before them. =

No one will gain any advantage by delay in Reporting
for Service, nor will prompt Report result in any dis-
advantage.

Medical Boards are now in session at suitable centres
throughout the Dominion. Any member of the first class,
desirous of ascertaining immediately whether he is
physically fit for service or not, may attend before any
one of such Boards at any time convenient to himself and
be examined free of charge. Information as to the time
and place of the Sittings of these Boards will be found- in
the Daily Press. Certificates of physical unfitness issued

by these Boards will be accepted by Exemption Tribunals -
when they sit, without further iﬁxestigation.» Men found

physically fit who hawve, : ed for service may never-

thelessgapply for exemption on any of the prescribed

grounds including the ground of ill health or infirmity, if
issatisfied with the conclusion of the Medical Board.

The purpose of this cireular is to furnish those affected
by the Military Serviece Act with early information as to
its effect and operation. It is not intended to relieve them
from the nccessity of familiarizing themselves with the

- provisions of the Proclamation of the Governor-General in

Couneil, which will issue in due course, and will preseribe
in detail the procedure above outlined and the conse-
quences of failure to obey the requirements of the law.

The Proclamation in question will be published ex-
tensively, but personal notice to those affected will not be

‘possible and they are advised to watech for the appearance

of this Proclamation. .

Issued by Military Service Council.

M.S.A—18.
Ottawa, September 26th, 1917.
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CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY

SERIAL No. CONSECUTIVE No.

MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1917

Montreal, November 9th, 1917

For the information of the various Tribunals acting under the above Act, in dealing with applications
from this Company for the exemption of certain employees comprised in Class 1, we beg to submit the
following:

These applications have been made after a careful and complete scrutiny made with the object of
seeing that employees whose continuance in the service is essential to the maintenance of transportation,
secure exemption, but keeping in mind the paramount National interest of rendering available for Military
Service all qualified men who can be spared.

Of the employees subject to the Act, we have asked for the exemption of 2,856, classified as follows:—

Subject to Exemption
ACT: requested.
PR I B ON R o St i DRI A o it e G wias b 40 (s s s 817 811
Yardmert s s M ia s st ke sy seli v foiiaa 242 231
Enginemen i ot i s e e S 862 856
Agents and Operators......ceocveeeeccnesaicecececs 401 398
Maintenance of Way employees.....c.ocovivevnan.. 674 74
SHopheh . aai el hs LA LU St o Gy e et ok 1075 449
Miscellaneous employees. . ccc.ovevenaeienrennsaens 2128 37

Fofale s s e sl i 6199 2856

only men engaged in operation and maintenance. It does not
affic Department, Commercial Telegraph Department, Hotel
~of the Company’s o ions

proportion of the employees of these classes in the service, and we have selected only those whom we consider
absolutely essential to maintain the track and rolling stock in sufficiently good condition for safely handling
traffic.

From our records it appears that we have in our service approximately 29,000 men between 20 and 34
years of age, including married and unmarried, and of these it will be seen that we are asking exemption for
not quite ten per cent.

Employees whose exemption is sought are skilled and experienced workmen whose places cannot be
filled by new men and from which women are excluded by physical incapacity.

Nor could, without serious detriment to the service, these positions be filled by drafting from the
ranks of those ineligible for Military Service, as to do so would simply leave vacancies elsewhere in the
same class of work, which we could not fill.

At the outbreak of the War we had upon our payroll approximately 85,000 employees—this including
a considerable number of women. Since that date there have enlisted for Military duties 6,959 or eight per
cent, and, in addition to this, several thousand aliens have left our service, having, as military reservists,
been called to the Colours of various Allies.

All of these men who have gone to the Front have been taken from our younger and more active
staff, and their loss has been seriously felt, as, owing to the large number of men who have left Canada for
the Front, and to the great activity in the production of munitions of War, it has been found difficult, and in
some cases, impossible to properly replace them.

We are, at the present time, employing all the men who return from the Front, who are capable of
filling positions, and we propose t» continue to do so, but, so far, men fitted for railway work have not been
returning in any great numbers.

for several years prior t . h
- upon our payroll was practically the minimum for a number of years. ;

Since the outbreak of the War we have been called upon to transport, in addition to ordinary traffic,
. enormous and increasing quantities of men, munitions-and supplies, and have met with great difficulty in
procuring and retaining efficient staff with which to perform the work. It is to enable us to continue our
efforts to properly handle this traffic that we request favourable consideration of our application for exemp-
tion of certain employees in the National interest. e

Vice- President.

b

otten.that when the War brokeout, de@amatwmﬂmcbbmm Y T
ereto, our staff had been gradually reduced so that the number of employees then -
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DOMINION DEPARTMENT or AGRICULTURE

LINCOLN COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES

Appointed by the Government to Investigate and Appeal, if necessary, of Hardship
in the Conscripting of Farmers’ Sons and Farmers’ Help

H. ST. CLARE FISHER Office Phones Nos. J. B. FAIRBAIRN
Queenston 79 and 340 Beamsville
Residence Phone No. 431-r 4 8t. Catharines Residence Phone No. 88-r 13
Name fl. i o
Address
Serial No.

Consecutive No.

Tribunal No.

Age Father’s or Employer’s Age

Size of Farm Orchard Acreage Bush. Wheat

Bush. Other Grain Hogs Fat Cattle Sheep..uo " -
Milking Cows..... . Tonsof Hay o .. Clever Seed. - Reols

Corn

Other Help Employed

Remarks :
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Charactcr of Exemptions Granted to Mennonites and Tunkess
who requestcd comnlete exenmnion on account
' of trelr non-resistant falth,

I, Locul Tribunds grantcd®iExemptl on from Combatant servéc on account of
r¢digicus belief,"
1. Apnlication to Dist, Tribunals for mnpletec exatton,were Blsalloyed
or Dismissed,

2. Dist, Tribunal chnged a few appeals as follows,-
a. "Allowed on farm, and excnpt fron combatant scrvice as Mennonltey
b, "Allowdd as a farmer and fom combatant scrvéc.
¢."Allowed as a f mer."*

8. A nunber apvled to Dist, T 'lb.r'd for complete excmnion and
r¢eclvedne reort.

4.Anplications for appeal to Central Appesal Judge,
a. Majority refused anneul.
b. A nunber appled the second time and were allowed,
4, Appeuls to Central Judge,
a. Record of only three,- Total exemnton refuscd,
b. Majority rave recelved no rovort.

I, Lo¢al '“mbu':as granted "Exemptdon as Farmcrs, or ""WAhe regaining on
the “a‘ﬂ
1, Class of exemptions epecified,
a., A3 a famer, or on the fam,
b. As a farer and fon ombatant sérvicec.
c, As a farer, alsc on account of rd iglous belie
d, ntil ke céases to be a famcr.
¢. Untl date mentioned,
f. As a famer, not called upon for duty as assldicr,
2. Avpeculs from these declions to the Dist., Tribunids for totul
exemnton were trcated as fol'owo - ;
a. Mo declslon. |
b, Diamissed,
¢. Changed toc Excmpton from combatant scrvée,
 § Allofd exendion while pgaged as a farmer and fron fombdant scrvice f
3. A few avneals for permission to Anncal to Central Judge, Disallowed.

1., Anveals from these declislons to the Dist, Tribunals for total
excmpntion were trcated us follows,- '
a, Bxempted while eng,ag'cd in faming. .
be Disallowed. {
d. Exempted while in present occunation.
d. Allowecd from combatant servée on account of mligious belief.

I1I. Local Tribunds sveclfi¢d exemnions as "Granted® or "Allowcd." (
i

IV, Local Tribunds grantecd Exemption becausec of rellgious U@ief‘
spcifying the beléf, nor from what scrvde exempnted,
1, Appeals . from this decieton to the District Trib
exennton answered as folbws,-
a. BExemnton from coambatant secrvée on a
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V. Loeal Teibunul sefuscd grenntion.,
1. Anpolss to the Distrlot Teilbunal fron thesc duelstons and for
totul exemplon, were trecated as follows,-
f, Exemntion allowed,
b. @xenptlon allowed a3 a famer and freon orbatant scavlice on
account of rellglcus bellef,
¢. Allowcd o~ fam, :
d, Allowmd untll @lass I 13 called vy nrool x,!’i',;?,l(';?‘., ir rena tning
on ke fam,

Vi. Loeal Tribunds gmve linited exenmion, "Untll Catagory E 13 culled.

Vil. Locul Telbunds spoclficd exenn® ons as *Allowed, Tumbor B" op
®*Clasas 8.° :

VIIT. Loeal Telbunal grantcd exennton as "Allowed whlle in neont
ennloyment . ®~ \ @ nlovoent not snociftoed,/
1. Avned direct to Centeal Judge,- "Disallowed.®

IX. Apnlication to Loecal Tribunal for cxermtl on, roeclved no anaswer.

X. Locul Teibunals grantcd exenntions as foliowa,-

&. Oranted,-Mennonite.,

b, Allowed,- Menmonite, -
e These were not fapther a Healed, belloving then to have been rlven
as the Intornectatlion of the Act in ascomiance with sre deelsion of
the Mlllitary Scrvice Counctl regardinge Mgnnonites,

XI. A few anpeals nade dircot %o tre Military Scoviec Councll by cotlmens
of Canada 1rn the mited Sstates, wesc acknowledged, but no further
deelalon slven,
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O H m g "WEEDG“EM Postmark of Delivery Office
R. M. COULTER,
Dy. P.

M, G necewr
(A. R. ForM.)

and Date of Delivery

GLYN OSLER, Esq., K.C.,

Registrar under the Military Service Act, 1917,

TORONTO,
ONT.

The Postmaster who delivers the registered letter must see that this card is properly signed, legibly
postmarked and mailed to the above address, without envelope or postage.

M. 8. A. 22
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To be filled in by Tribunal.

SERIAL No.

CONSECUTIVE NO. ON SCHEDULE

Received from the postmasler registered letlor-No v e var s

Date of Delivery..........coovewievicvisimnnnsinciseesiiennas. 19155

(Tobe filled in by person signing receipt)

M S. A 22
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M.S.A. 1 E. CANADA.
MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1917 N\o 59598 BC

L3

CLASS L

CLAIM FOR EXEMPTION.

APPLICATION IS HEREBY MADE FOR THE EXEMPTION FROM MILITARY SERVICE OF

Name in full (given names in full Arst). ..cocceivmnninmessiesienieenes

a8
Post office address to which notices

may be sent, including street and

T R P A ot e A M B L SN e e e T
A bachelor, or widower without children, and a British Subject.

Aged......cooeiiiene years, having been born on the.......ccomeeneeinimneees FRT T S ER et o
Prtenit OCOUPATIORE. . covuvnos v ysisis cosrssonsesertssnissesmpratines st e B e e e e Rt
Tt e i T

Address of employer.........

Business of employer....

Exemption is claimed for the reason marked with a cross (X)
Flace cross Place cross
X) here. (X) here.

1. Importance of continuing employment in habitual ‘5. Serious hardship owing to exceptional business |
occupation. ! ‘ obligations. ‘
| |
S e e : o s S s
2. Importance of employment as 1 | 6. Serious hardship owing to exceptional domestic ‘
position. |
for which he has special qggaiii}gr?fi_()g§; R SRR R e k]
3. Importance of continuing education or training. 7. 11l health or infirmity.
5 25 8. Adherence to religious denomination known as *
4. Serious hardship owing to exceptional financial of whicl
obligations. the articles of faith forbid combatant serv ice.
By wl ,
If this api :« not made by the man himself, give reason.
Signature of the person by whom the application is made:
>
O et e oo sovven ‘
Y g e
1 Fill in the special occupation. :\u Q \Q
2 Fill in the name of the religious denomination. ) Q‘\J P
e £ NN
M.S.A. 2 E. S :
M CANADA.
ILITARY SE CE AY
SERVICE ATCT 7 N© 595¢
o R E AJ&, 1917 : ® by J:EQ

—i "

POSTMASTER’ ‘
ER’'S RECEIPT FOR'CLAIM{FOR EXEMPTION FROM MILITARY SERVICE

Signature of man on wh
f m behalf
the application has bgsz m
ade- |
e | To be delivered to appli
'y 1 - . 1 i
"‘ hlml, if applicant %&scsggli%gdogeg;nsd arll)dhsigned : /
! applicati it :
| sggl éc ;Egnellsms been made by applicant 0(:1 2;:211:1? lf’
e, to be handed by applicant to the ma(;1

I conc i
_______________________________________________ ‘ oncerned, signed by the 1
SSose Jh thitio oi POqLiGet. y atter and produced at any
Th icati
e application for the exemption from military service of

Signature
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MSA. 32.
CANADA.
MILITARY SERVICE ACT, 1917.
Notice of Disposition of Claim for Exemption.
) fo e R el s B T AT e SR D T B R
St. and No

City or Town

Serial No. Consecutive No. on Schedule

You are notified that the Claim for Exemption from Military Service made on behalf of

hasibeanrconsidered ey . 5. .. od aata Tl sikide o Local Tribunal Ne. . ______under the
Military Service Act, 1917, and that the decision of the Tribunal was that exemptxon be:—

Any communication on the subject of this notice is to be sent to

__addressed to “The Registrar under the Military Service Act, 1917.”

A copy or copies of this decision was or were

Strik e Out} (a) Handed to the Claimant personally; %

:‘:tt‘l::gd_ (b) Sent to the Claimant by registered mail

day of 1917.

Notice of it has also been given to the Military Representative.

Member of Tribunal. T Member of Tribunal.

N.B.—See other side of this sheet for instructions and explanations.
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INSTRUCTIONS TO TRIBUNAL.—One copy of this notice is to be delivered or sent by
registered mail to each applicant, and another is to be sent daily to the Registrar (or Deputy
Registrar) under the Military Service Act, in whose jurisdiction the local tribunal sits, attached
to ary papers which may have been received by the tribunal in connection with the application
and a memorandum of any oral evidence heard before it.

If the man is not on the schedule, a form of claim for exemption M S A 1 will be filled
out and the proper particulars will be entered in the schedule furnished by the Registrar to the
Tribunal. The serisfnumber of the form of claim for exemption so filled out and the consecutive
number of the added entry on the schedule will be inserted in the appropriate spaces on this
notice.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CLAIMANT.—If the application for Exemption has been dismissed,
an order with regard to the time and place at which the man concerned is required to report
himself to be placed on active service will be sent to him in due course, and he will be furnished
with transportation for his journey to his battalion.

If the Claim for Exemption has been allowed a Certificate of Exemption will be sent to the
man within about six weeks. This Certificate will be valid upon the conditions specified or for
the time limited by the decision or until the men in the medical category in which the man has
been placed are required to again report themselves.

If exemption has been granted until the services of the men of the Medical Category in
which the man has been placed are required, and the services of the men in that Medical
Category are hereafter ca.]leg for, an opportunity will then be given to put forward any ground
of exemption already urged, as well as any that may arise in the interval.

If you desire to appeal you must give notice in writing of the grounds upon which you base
your appeal to ‘“The Registrar under the Military Service Act, 1917 at the place stated above.

This notice must be postmarked not later than the third day after the delivery by the Post
Office of this advice, or your appeal cannot be heard. It must also refer to the serial number
and consecutive number on schedule which appear at the head of this Notice.

If, by reason of any delay in the delivery of this Notice to you, it reaches you so late that
you cannot give notice of appeal within twenty (20) days from the date of the dispatch of the
notice, then you must, in addition to the grounds of your appeal, give the reasons for the delay
in the delivery, if you know them. If the delay in delivery was your fault, your right of appeal
is gone, and it is only if the delay in delivery was not due to you, that your appeal can be
considered.

" If ycu give a notice of appeal, you will be advised by the Registrar in due course, as to the
time when it will come on for hearing before an Appeal Judge.






